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November 19, 1999

Mr. Thomas C. Voltaggio

Acting Regiona! Administrator .

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency A
1650 Arch Street = _ L
Philadelphia, PA 19103 ' L

Dear Mr. Voltagglo.

. 1 was recently contacted by Mr, Daniel A. Pinkey, Rush Townshxp Environmental

" Advisory Council, regarding the Diversified Metals Superfund Site in Hometown, Schuylkill

County. Enclosed are copies of & letter end related correspondence, along with a Fluff sample
for your review.

As you can see by the enclosed correspondence, Mr. Pinkey has been working toward &
resolution to this problem for many years. ' Mr. Pinkey feels it is & matter of the health end eafety
of the citizens versus the company saving money

1 would greatly appreciate your advising me of the latest developments concerning this '
most vital regard.

JJIR/mah
Enclosures

cc: Mr. Daniel Pinkey, Chairman
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AUSH TOWNSHIP ENVIRONMENTAL ADVISORY COUNCIL

. SCHUYLKILL COUNTY
R.D. 1, Box 1328, Tamaqua, Pennsyivania 18252

717-668-2938
November 8, 1999

State Senator James Rhodes
32 East Center Street
Mahanoy City, Pa. 17948

Dear Senator Rhodes:

Once again I am writing to you about a long-standing cn\nronmcntal problem in our area
- The Diversified Metals Superfund Site in Hometown.

As you can see from the enclosed material, numerous agencies wers informed of this
environmental threat starting in 1968. The initial alarms went unheeded and before long a huge

‘problem developed. In the enclosures are some very helpful letters from your office; had others -

been as concerned, perhaps the mess would not have grown to its present size. We now face the
possxbthty that the toxic pile will remain here forever.

Please use your good ofﬁcec to compel Luccnt Technologxu. the responsible party to
have this material disposed of safely. It must not remain as a perpetual threat to the Little

Schuylkill River and the Pennsylvania State Game Lands #227.

- Almost every week Lucent announces big communications technology breakthroughs.
They should not be allowed to underwrite that progress by pushing their environmental costs

onto the public. Sweeping the Diversified Metals Dump under a high-tech rug is not an
acceptable solution.

Thank you for your continuing efforts for a better environment,

enclosures
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Enclosures:

Fluff Sample

Site Location Map

Site Status Report - EPA

Initial Report to Pa. Dept. of Health (and Response)

Report to Schuylkill County Commissioners (and Response)

Report of Meeting - Tamaqua Industrial Development Enterprises (T.LD.E.)

~ Report to DRBC (and Response)

Report to Pa. Game Commission (and Response)
Report to Pa. Fish Commission (and Response) -
DER Response to Pa. Fish Commission
RCPOﬂtO BPA(Imual) wonn _ir:‘_

: chomo Pa. Dept. omeu (and Response)

DER Referral to Strike Force -

Rush Twp. Environmental Adwsory Council - Site Tour Arrangements
Theodore Sall - Site Study (md Commmts)

' State Senator Rhoades - Rsponsetolnqmry

‘Tech Law and EPA - Site Information Requests

 Article: "PCB's « Prevalent end Persistent® - Eavironmental Science and Technology
. Article: "New Pollutant Stirs Fears of DDT Crisis” -Phxladelph:a Inqun'er

Article: "A New Horatio Alger Tale" - New York Times
"Under the Rug . Wlshmgton Post
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RUSH TOWNSHIP ENVIRONMENTAL ADVISORY COUNCIL
SCHUYLKILL COUNTY |

R.D. 1, Box 1326, Tamaqua, Pennsylvania 18252
717-668-2938

November 8, 1999

State Senator James Rhodos
32 East Center Street
Mahanoy City, Pa. 17948

Dear Senator Rhodes:

Once again I am wﬁting to you about a long-standing envimnmcntal.problem in our area
- The Diversified Metals Superfund Site in Hometown.

As you can see from the enclosed material, numerous agencies were informed of this
environmental threat starting in 1968. The initial alarms went unheeded and before long a huge
problem developed. In the enclosures are some very helpful letters from your office; had others -
been as concerned, perhaps the mess would not have grown to its present size. We now face the
possibility that the toxic plle wﬂl remain horo forevor

Please use your good offices to compol Lucent Technologws, the rcsponslble party to
have this material disposed of safely. It must not remain as a perpetual threat to the Little
| Schuylkill River and the Pennsylvania State Game Lands #2217,

Almost every week Luoent announces blg communications technology breakthroughs
They should not be allowed to underwrite that progress by pushing their environmental costs

onto the public. Sweeping the Diversified Metals Du.mp under a high-tech rug is not an
acceptable solution.

Thank you for your continuing efforts for a better environment,

antel Q Pmkey,

enclosures
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Enclosures:

Fluff Sample

Site LocationMap

Site Status Report- EPA

Initial Report to Pa. Dept. of Health (and Response)

Report to Schuylkill County Commxsszoners (and Response)

- Report of Moonng Tamaqua I.ndustnal Dcvelopmcnt Entorpmu (T. l DE. )

Report to DRBC (and Rcsponse)

Report fo Pa. Game Con_nmssxon (and Response)
Report o Pa. Fish Commission (and Response)
DER Response to Pa. Fish Commission
Report to EPA (Imtxa.l) R

Report to Pa. Dept. of Mines (and Responsc)
DER Referral to Strike Force -

' Rush Twp. anuonmcntal Advisory Council - Site ’l'our Armgoments

Theodore Sall - Site Study (and Comm:nts)
State Senator Rhoadss - Rsponso to Inquny

‘Tech Law Ind EPA Site lnformanon Roqucst.s

Article: "PCB 8- Preva.tont and Persistent” - Envnronmontal Sclonce and Technology

Article: "New Pollutant Surs Feam of DDT Cnsxs" . Phxladolphm lnqmrcr
Article: "A New Hmno Algor Tale" - New York Times

"Under the Rug" Washmgton Post
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SOURCE ' USGS TAMAQUA,PA. QUAD.(7.5 MINUTE SERIES)

EASTERN DIVERSIFIED METALS
- Site Location Map
{ no scale )

Pigure "

Q A Halliburton Cq'npanu
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METALS L sumacomy

o Rush Township -
lE:PE':lDl:SAYDg-a‘O’SAsggaA o | ST 5th-c°ngresslonal District

‘Last Updated: May 1999

Current Site Status

Work to control and contain leachate as well as stormwater runoff Is elready finished. 'l‘he site
treatment plant (for leachate and stormwater) has been upgraded and expanded. A biological

treatment system was added to this plant. A uew stormwater treatment system has been built.

Conamlnated debris was removed ,

Work to remove bot spots of contamination from the waste pﬂe is nearlng eomp!etion Remaining
work involves deciding how to address the maln waste plle and removing the sediments at the Site.

Site Description

The 25-acre Eastern Diversified Metals site is a former wire recycling facility. From 1966 to 1977,
the company disposed of approximately 350 million pounds of "fluff” (weste insulation material) in
an open pile. This fluff comes from stripping the coverings off of copper wire. The fluff disposal
pile is approximately 40 feet high, 250 feet wide, and 1,500 feet long. In 1974, the company
- installed & wastewater treatment plant, diversion ditches, retention basins, and an interceptor trench
that diverts shallow groundwater to the treatment plant. The surface impoundments associated with
the wastewater treatment plant had overflowed at times into a tributary to the Little Schuylkill River.
Three miles downstream of the site, the Little Schuylkill River is used for trout fishing and other
recreational activities. The site is underlain by the Mauch Chunk Formation, one of the most
important water-bearing formations in Northeastern Pennsylvania. Approximately 1,400 people are
served by wells that are within 3 miles of the site and draw on the Mauch Chunk Formation for their
water supply There are about 1,600 people living within a 1-mile radius of the site. The distance
from the site to the nearest residence is epproxxmately 1,000 feet.

Site Responslblllty.- Cleanup of this site is the responsibility of Federal end State
: governments, and parties potentially tesponsible for site
contamination (PRPs).

-NPL Listing Mistory: - This site was proposed to the National Priorities List of the most
serious uncontrolied or abandoned hazardous wasts sites requiring
long-term cleanup action on June 1, 1986. The site was formally
added to the list on October 4, 1989, making it ehgtble for federal

- cleanup ﬂ.mds
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Remaindor of the Site: The final remedy for the remainder of the site was selected in July
1992. EPA's decision called for recycling the fluff. The fluff consists of polyvinyl chloride and
polyethylene (plastic chips) metal, fibrous material, paper, soil and clay. A pre-design study was
completed in November of 1994. Treatment tests and a pilot study on fluff separation and recycling
were finished in late 1995 and carly 1996. Some of the fluff fractions separated during the treatment
tests contained PCBs at levels of concern. On June 17, 1997 the PRP signed an agreement with
EPA, consenting to carry out a study (Focused Feasibility Study, or FFS) to determine other ways to
address the fluff pile. The draft FFS was submitted to EPA in August 1998. The draft FFS evaluated
options including onsite excavation, treatment and offsite disposal of the fluff. In late August 1998
the PRP submitted a second document to EPA that outlined a remedy of in-place closurs or capping
of the main fluff pile at the Site, EPA is currently reviewing and evaluating the FFS and the second
document submitted by the PRP. In response to EPA’s technical concemns regarding the feasibility
of onsite closure, the PRP conducted studies in the Spring of 1999 which showed that onsite closure
is technically viable. During this timeframe, several elected officials have expressed opposition to
onsite closure. EPA plans to issue a new Record of Decision before the end of this year.

Contacts

Remedial Project Manager
Frank Vavra
215-814-3221

vavra.frank@epa.gov

Community Involvement Coordinator
Lisa Brown
215-814-5528

brown.lisa@epa.gov

Detailed public files (Administrative Record) on EPA’s involvement and decisions at this site can be
examined at the following locations: ' S

Rush Township Municipal Building
Route 54
Hometown, PA 18252

U.S.EPA RegionIll -
Superfund Docket Room

1650 Arch Street .
Philadelphia, PA 19103-2029
(215) 814-3157
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“Re be 2, Hozetown
Tamsqun. Pa. 18282
October 24th, 1965

Reglonal Senitary Engineer R
Feansylvaais Dopartacnt of Henlth
401 Buttonwood Street

West Resding, Ps, 15602

Sirt

1 wish to report the pollution of an unnamed tributary of the Little
Schuylkill River st Hometown ia Schuylkill County. The stream enters the Little
Schuylkill edout 0.2 miles delow the bridge of the Centrsl Rellrosd of Kew Jersey
st sa elevation of sbout 1020 feet., This streaz is not shown on the Tazaque end
Delano Quadrangies maps of the U.8,G.8.; it drains s szall vslley bounded by L.R.

£3217, the Centrsl Reilroed of New Jerssy, Stats Gazs Lands No. 221 aad Tldcvood
Iadustriel Park,

The source of the polluﬁion is the open dump of the Eastern Diversified
Metals Corp. located just off L.R. %3217 2t an elevation of sbout 1160 feet. (S2e
enclosed slides.) The pollutants sre the wasts from s copper salvege opersticn

and eonlglt of sliredded papor, rubbor, plnotic, oopper end uluainum. (see enclosed
samplen.

The Rush Towaship Suuervtlnr: hnvo uttemptad to ctop tht- ‘open dunping.
Thetr sfforts ended with the Eamtern Diversified sssertion thst they sre conducting
s sanitary landfill operstien and would continue to do so. This open dump not
only causes stream pollution, but slso constitutes a fire harerd. In the spring
of 19€7 the dump was ignited by buraiag trash and we had a preview of possibls
future dissster. 7The noxious fumes and melting tendency ef the bturning msterisl
made fire suppression difficult. .The melting resulted in s burning effect similar
to that of sa oil firs. {See saclosed slide.} This is especially dzagsroue because
the dump is up slope trmn the uoodl of State Game Lande Ko. 227.

It seens thzt your, n;ency 1: the only oue that (111 conpal Enltern
Diversified to run s sanitsry lendfill instead of en open dump. It is very dis-
courasging to sse a new industry fsllowing ia the footsteps of our old industry
here in the Anthracite Reglon. ¥eo heve not yet clemned up the long-standing
mine drainage end municipsl sewege pollutien of the Little Schuylkill end slready
- sdditionsl burdens ars beingplaced on this rsvaged siresm. Tolerance of this

added blologzical insult csn only pro long and coapltcltc the task af atroen restor-
stion. :

If yourshould roqutre eny further inrornation or -aetutsnco in solving
thie problcn. plesse fcol free to contect me.

. Very traly yours,

Denisl A. Plaksy

AR500051  .a
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DEPARTMENT QOF HEALTH
THOMAS W. GEONGEY, JR., M.O. ' ACT RPuttarwned Street

SECRETAAY OF HEALTH Lest Pesdinz, Serrsrlvanis 1GR07
October 22, 104

Industrial wastes .

Fush Township ' H, 8, Pegion IY
Semylkill County “est Reading Cffice
Eastern Diversified Metals

M, Daniel A, Pinkey
R. D. #2, Hometown
Tamaqua, Pennsrlvanis 1£252

Dear Mr. Pinkey:

Acknowledgment 1s made of recelp’ cof your letter of October 24, -
12£8, concerning poliution of a tributery to the Little Schurlikill
River and also the operation of a dump by the Zastern Diversified
Metals Plant located in Fometown. Your letter #lso transmitted

a sample of the waate product from this plant ss well as fivo

2m x 2% golor s].ides.

This office lhad been aware of the location of this plant at
" Hometown and inspections had been made over a yesr aro at which
time there was no evidence of stream pollution from thelr
operation., However, since thew were pilinz the waste materisl
which was removed frem the wire on treir vroperty and this wractice
could be a source of nossible stresm wmollution in the Mture from
‘seepage or runoff from the stack wile, # letter had teen sent to
ths Company recuestin~ thrat ttrer rrovide some other means of dispoeal
for this material, Since receipt of this new letter of complaint
we will ccnduct a reinspecticn 2t the =lant for the vurvose of
determining whetler or not a‘ream rollution exists rnd whether the
operaticn of the dump fs-satisfactorr. Uron completion of our
inves*izatior, “we will give ~ou 3 further rercrt on the res'x"'l's
e cur investigaticn,

Ter= truly rours,

g pop

Charles H, Fuder
Assistant. Derione) Seniterr Enrineer
. Crerations

CHE:xd
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DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH

THOMAS W, OEORGES, JA,, 4.D.

West Reading, Pennsylvania 19602

SECRETANY OF NEALTH ' ' L0t Buttomwood Street
Industrial Wastes R - Novuber 22, 1668
Rush Towmship L e :

Bchuylkill County . -H.S.Reg:lonII
Eastern Diversified Metals L - West Reading Office

Mr. Dandel &, Pizkey
R. D. '2’ Ecmetown

Tamaqua, Pcnnsylnnia 18252

Dear M. Finkey:

This letter is & follow-up to my letter of October 29, 1968,
to you concerning your complaint letter of pollutien on a :
tributary to the Little 1 River frog the operatien of
a dump by tb- Eastern Diversified Ketals plant lceated in -
Hometoam. R :

Ard.mpoet:lonottw phnttﬁthenstepﬂeuand’eon :
November 6, 1968, At the time of this inspection, it was fourd
that this Company has no liquid waste wvater originating from its
plant to be disposed of which would ereate stream polintion,
The Company operatss & dry process for the removal of the
insulation from the used copper wire, 7This flnff meterial whieh
is removed 4s disposed cn the Company property on a long pile,
The Company is attempting to place & ¢over over this material to
prevent it from blowing around since most of this materisl is a

light fluff material,

Our inspection arcund the disposal plle revealed that there is no
seepage of water through the pile which would earry contaminants

to the Little Schuylkil) River. Our one inspection was the day
following a heavy rainfall and no gullies er washouts were cbserved,
however, there were seversl mll paddles of uater below the pile,

At the present time, the Fennsylvania Departmeut. of Bealth has

no control over the operation of existing landfills or refuse
piles 80 long &5 they do mot directly pollute waters of the
Cézmorwealth, The Company is &g2in being cauticned by this office
to cover this material te prevent rainfall fran entering the pile

A 500053
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My, Daniel A, Pinkey -2 - Novenber 22, 1968

and -alsa to prevent winds from blowing the fluffy mzterial, . The
Company is also being cautioned to take 21 poasible steps to prevent
the possidility of azy runcff of water from the puo or tha snnwnding
ares which might contaminate arny stream,

I am returning the five colored ilides which you md forvarded along
with your lstter of Octcber 2, 1968, You did not epecifically request
for their returm, however, I assume that theae are the only copies which
you bave, If you should in the future see any svidence e have any
proof there is direct pellution to watérs of the Comhonwealth from
this operaticn, them it would be apprecisted if you would immediately
recontact this office, We will, however, contime to make rcinspecttons
at this plant 28 time and eeulitions warrazt, _

B o5/
Charles B, Kuder
Assistant Regioral Sanitary Engineer
Operations ,

CHX:xd |

Enclosures
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' : . ‘memequs, Pa. 18352
) December Bk, 1970

Mr. Charies H. Kuder
Asziglan! Regional Senilary Engineer

it .ﬁ-a‘p"“’“"ﬁeéﬁ“fo%f“”‘ :

" gurface vf e saler. Ammr S5l gtream (s conduo

Dear llr st‘rt

., I.am wﬁug fo ycu tn nnri to eoutautd pouusou o! e Mﬂzc -
Behuylkill River fhirough an unnamed tridutary (Al Eraing the propoﬂy e

of D Diveraited Maisly Corporskion &l Homatoun, Rebh TownsMyp, ' F

BaMuythill Gmm!y

Shredded iunuhﬂ'ou, e wesls from M dppcr qrtn salvege apﬂ-- e
afion , 48 washing {nio he afream as & resull afli;pnpor dumping .~ The .. < i+
mhrﬂz s very svidand s one follows the aiveam ﬁ-ou. he eceiern bumd- E ',,g.:

ry of ‘iale ‘Gams bcudo 7237 {o ‘Cve Lile Soluylhll ‘River.. Ons can toe

'& h of (uuhﬁau an tlu ‘stresm bed, wlong the streas ‘@4 floang on B .

ted poross ind 1

banealh he dump ﬁmﬁh A unyupporiad diloh covered
cable spools, adoul four inohed: o,f uﬁruud wood: f.'un tu nol &n .doéuéu.
long-um, pattu.hou-fru mifhod,

“ .
'.7. . . \'.‘ S oa.

In eddition lo e ud:msiscoa. theve i6 (e possidility of shimsios:

. pollukon by consfifuenis of elecirioal fnsulation, polychlorinafed biphenyls. -

Dy. Cari G. Custafson has discussed fhese sompounds and Qeir Aaxards
af some length in Ge Oclober iasue ¢f ¥YEavironmenial Scfence and Teoch-
nology®™. The Mgh persisience and chronic toxicity ef the polyoMorinaled

biphenyle whioh ere similar fo (hal g DD T are & serious protlem. The

" possidility hat this dump may be @ source of these eompouﬂu warranis

Jurither incestigalion.

Diversified should be sfopped Irom allowing their wasics from eniar-
ing the river in eny guaniily. A vreceni coniract lei by the Depariment of
Mines and Mineral Indusiries fio Marin Associales of King of Prussia) for
¢ survey fo determne (ha locaton and extent of pollukion couased by mine
drainage in the Upper Liille SBchuy'kill River is & gian! slep n the vresior-
ation of this long-bl'ghted eiream. We should no! permii new induairies
to operaie in the same mannsr as the Anfhracite Indusiry. There mus?
be contnuing concern for fhe envircnment and realsizaton and assignmeni
of the irue cosis invo'ced in preserving or resioring i

. ' . | . : Very imuly yours,

Danial A, Finkey
Enclosuret Ekeich . _

PCB Avik beleJPm""‘j
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ELMER JOHNSON. CuARuan
LEONARD THOMAS
JOSEPH HOLLEN

COMMlSSIONERS OF SCHUYLKILL COUNTY
POTTSVILLE, PENNSYLVANIA
October 15, 1970

WILLIAM D. HUTCHINSON, souaton
JOHN A. KASALES, cuier CLank

o/

Daniel A. Pinkey
R. D, 2, Hometoun
Temagqua, Penna, 18252

Dear Mr. Pinkey:

We have received your letter of October 14, 1970 couceming
the dumps at the Speedspace and Diversified Metal Plants at Hometown.

A copy of your letter kas been sent to the Rush Tounship
Supervisors. who may bc able to help you with this problem

o | " Very truly yours, -
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

JOHN A, KASALES
Ch?ef Clerk

JAK/mr
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RUSH TOWNSHIP ENVIRONMENTAL ADVISORY COUNCIL
SCHUYLKILL COUNTY

R.D. 1, Box 1328, Tamaqua, Pennsylvania 18252
717-668-2938

| -.November 8, 1999

State Senator James Rhodcs
32 East Center Street
Mahanoy City, Pa. 17948 -

Dear Senator Rhodes:

Once again I am writing to you sbout s long-standmg eavironmental problem in our area
- The Diversified Metals Superfund Site in Hometown.

As you can see front the enclosed matcnal, OUMErous agencics were mfonned of this .
environmental threat starting in 1968. The initial alarms went unheeded and before long a huge
problem developed. In the enclosures are some very helpful letters from your office; had others
been as coricerned, perhaps the mess would not have grown to its present size. We now face the
possibility that tlw toxic pile wtll remaxn here forever

Please use your sood oﬁices to cornpel Lucent Technologm, the mponsible party to
have this material disposed of safely. It must not remain as a perpetual threat to the Little
Schuylkill River and the Pennsylvama State Game Lands #227.

. Almost every week Lucent announces big eommumcauons technology brcakthroughs
They should not be allowed to underwrite that progress by pushing their environmental costs

 onto the public. Sweeping the Diversified Metals Dump under 8 high-tech rug is not an
acceptable solution.

Thank you for your continuing efforts for & better environment,

Damiel% ﬁk%m

enclosures
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Enclosures:
e  Fluff Sample
. Site Logation Map
e Site Status Report - EPA
e Initial Report to Pa Dept. of Health (and Response)
o Report to Schuylkill Comty Commissioners (and Response) |
. Report of Mecting - Tamaqua Industrial Dcvelopmcnt Enterprises (T.1. DB D)
¢ Reportto DRBC (and Respanse)
e - Report to Pa. Game Commission (and Response)
e Reportto Pa. Fish Commission (and Responsé)
o  DER Response to Pa. Fish Commission '
. Reportto EPA (Initial)
. Reportml’a.Dcpt.ofl\dma(andResponse)
e - DER Referral to Striks Fores
. Rush Twp. Environmental Advisory Council - Sits Tour Arrangements
*  TheodorsSall - SneSmdy(andCommcms)
e ' State Senator Rhoades » . Response to Inquiry
. Tech Law and EPA - Sltalnformanonkequm o
e Asticle: "PCB's- Prevalent and Persistent” - Environmental Science and Technology
. Article: "New Pollutant Stirs Fears of DDT Crisis” - - Philadelphia Inqmret
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EASTERN DIVERSIFIED ~ EPARESioNs

METALS . . Schuytkh County

_ Rush Township
spﬁﬁfgzlg-a\ggggﬁ S | 6th Congressional District

Last Updated: May 1999

Current Site Status

Work to eontrot and contain lenc!um as well as stormwater runoff h llmdy finished. Thae site
treatment plant (for leachate and stormwater) bas been upgraded snd expanded. A biological
treatment system was added to this plant. A new stormwater treatment system has beea bulit..
Contaminated debris was removed. '

Work to remove hot spots ol contamination l'rom tlu wasts pilo is nurlng mmpleﬂon. Remalnlng
work involves deciding how to address the main waste pile and!'removln; the sediments at the Site.

Snta Descriptlon

The 25-acre Eastern Diversified Meta.ls sitsiss formu- wire :ecyc!ins facility. From 1966 to 1977,
the company disposed of approximately 350 million pounds of "fluff” (wasts insulation material) in
an open pile. This fluff comes from stripping the coverings off of copper wire. The fluff disposal
pile is approximately 40 feet high, 250 feet wide, and 1,500 feet long. In 1974, the company '
installed a wastewater treatment plant, diversion ditches, retention basins, and an interceptor trench
that diverts shallow groundwater to the treatment plant. The surface impoundments associated with
the wastewater treatment plant had overflowed at times into a tributary to the Little Schuylkill River. .
Three miles downstream of the site, the Little Schuylkill River is used for trout fishing and other
recreational activities. The sits is underiain by the Mauch Chunk Formation, one of the most :
important water-bearing formations in Northeastern Pennsylvania, Approximately 1,400 people are
served by wells that are within 3 miles of the sits and draw on the Mauch Chunk Formation for their
water supply. There are about 1,600 people living within a 1-mile radius of the site, The distancs -
from the site to the nearest residence is appmxxmataly 1,000 feet.

" Site Responslblllty. - Cleamlp of this site is the responsibility of Federal and State
' ~ governments, and parties potentmlly rcsponsnble for sits
contamination (PRPs). _

NPL Listing History: ~ This site was proposed to the Nau'onal Priorities List of the most
: 3 - serious uncontrolled or abandoned hazardous waste sites requiring -
. long-term cleanup action on June 1, 1986, The sits was formally -
) added to the list on October 4, 1989, maling it eligible for federal
_ cleanup funds. .
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Remainder of the Site: .The final remedy for the remainder of the site was selected in July
1992. EPA’s decision called for recycling the fluff. The fluff consists of polyvinyl chioride and
polyethylene (plastic chips) metal, fibrous material, paper, 5oil and ¢lay. A pre-design study was
completed in November of 1994, Treatment tests and a pilot study on fluff separation and recycling
were finished in late 1995 and early 1996. Some of the fluff fractions separated during the treatment
. tests contained PCBs at levels of concern. On June 17, 1997 the PRP signed an agreement with
EPA, consenting to camry out a study (Focused Feasibility Study, or FFS) to determine other ways to
address the fluff pile. The draft FFS was submitted to EPA in August 1998. The draft FFS evaluated
options including onsite excavation, treatment and offsite disposal of the fluff. In late August 1998
the PRP submitted a second document to EPA that outlined a remedy of in-place closure or capping
of the main fluff pile at the Site. EPA is currently reviewing and evaluating the FFS and the second

_ - document submitted by the PRP. In response to EPA’s technical concerns regarding the feasibility
of onsite closure, the PRP conducted studies in the Spring of 1999 which showed that onsite closure
is technically viable, During this timeframe, several elected officials have expressed opposition to -
onsite closure. EPA plans to issue & new Record of Decision before the end of this year.

Contacts
Remedia! Project Manager
Frank Vavra

215-814-3221
vavra.frank@epa.gov

" Community Involvement Coordinator
Lisa Brown ' R x
215-814-5528

brown.lisa@epa.gov

Detailed public files (Administrative Record) on EPA’s involvement and decisions at this site can be
‘examined at the following locations: - . - . ;- o : :

Rhsh"l"ownshi'p Municipal Buildmg E
Route 54 . e
Hometown, PA 18252

U.S. EPA Region IIT

Superfund Docket Room B TS
1650 Arch Street ' cws SARIDLL
Philade!lphia, PA 19103.202

(215) 814-3157 - '
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Re Lo &, Ho:mtgm
Temaqua, Pa. 18282 /
October 24th, 196& :

Regional Ssnitary Engineer
Pengsylvanis Departmeant of Health
401 Buttonwocd Street

¥est Reading, Pa, 15602

Sirs

I wigh o report the pollutica of aa unnamed tributary of the Little
Schuylkill River st Hometown im Schuylkill County. The stresm eaters the Little
Schuylkill #bout 0.2 miles below the bridge of the Ceatral Railrosd of New Jersey
st an elevation of sbout 1020 fest. This streaa is aot shown ca the Tazaqua and
Dalano Quadrangbe zaps of the U.3.G.8.; &t drains 2 szall vslley bounded dy L.R.
£3217, the Centrsl Bﬂ.lrotd of Naw Jerssy, State Gazs Lands No. 227 and ﬂdnocd
Iadustrial Plrk.

The scurce of the polluti.an is the opea dump of the Eastera Diversified
Metals Corp. located just off L.R. %3217 st a3 slevation of sbout 1150 faet. (See
snclosed slides.) The pollutants srs the wasts from s copper salvage operstion

end cuzugst of stiredded paper, rubber, plastis, oopper and sluminum. (uc tnoloud
unplu. '

m Rush Towaship Supervisors have attampted %o stop this ope'n dumpiage
Their efforts snded with the Esstern Diversified sssertion thet they srs conducting
s saaltary landfill operaticn snd would continue to do so. This open dump not J
only causes streza pollution, but 2120 constitutes a fire hazsrd. Ia the spring
of 19€7 the dunp vas ignited by burzing trash and we had s preview of possidls
future diasater. The noxious fumes and melting tendency of the burning meterisl
pade fire suppressicn diffisult. The mslting resulted in 3 burning effect similar
to that of en oil firs, (Ses enclosed slide.] This &3 especially dangercus bocauu
the dump is up slope fram the woads of State Game Lnndn E’o. 227.

It saoms that your sgency 1s the ouly ocue that con compsl Eastern
Diverzsified to run a ssnitsry leadfill insteed of sa opsn dump. It is very dia-
couraging to ses a new industry fallowing in the footsteps ¢f our old induatry
here in the Anthracite Reglon. Wa heve not yst clsanad up the long-standiag
mine drainsge snd punicipal sewsge pollution of the Little Schuylkill snd already
additionsl burdens ars deingpleced on this revaged stresa. Tolersace of this

added blologicsl insult e=n only pro:long and coamplicats the task of stream restor-—
etion.

1f yourshould requi.ro sny further i{aformation or luhtnncl in uolﬂng
this problem, plesse fesl free to coatact me.
Very truly yours,

) . Dsnlel A: Pinkey
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: DEPARTMENT or HEAI.TH E
THOMAS W. GEORGES, JR., M.D." . S hm Ruttamecd Street

SECRETARY OF HEALTH "F’ o est Pe! —iin.’ Penns-ﬂlwnjp y 1 e‘n: o

", Octoter 29, 1ofg
Industrisl Vastes: o - o o
Rush Township ' .~ - #, 8. Pegion II
Schuylkil) County - © 70 West Feading Cffice
Eastern Diversified Met.als _ ' . - .

- ‘Mr, Deniel A, Pinkey

R, D, #2, Hometown

: 'rame.qua, Pennsylvania 1&52

Dear Mr, Pinkey: | .
Acknowledgment is zade of receipt .of your letter of October 2L,
1968, concerning pellution of a tridbutary to the Little Schurlkill
River snd also the operation of & dump by the Fastern Diversified

Metals Flant loceted in FHometown. . Your letter slso transmitted

- & sample of the waste product rrom this phnt s well as riu

27 x 2% eolor s:u.des.

This office had been aware of the locat:lon or this vlant it

Hometown and inspections had been made over @& rear ago at which

time there was no svidence of stream pollution from their

operstion. However, since they were pilinz the waste materdisl -
which was removed frem the wire on their property and this practice -
could be & scurce of possible stresm pollution in the Piture from -

~ seepage or runoff from the stock vile, # letter hed been sent to

. the Company recuestins that trey provide some other means of diauosal
for this material, Since receipt of this new letter of eomplaint

we will ccnduct a reinspecticr #t the =lant for the vurvese of
determining whetter or not stream pelluticn exists snd whether the
opersticn of the dump !s satisfactorr. Upon completion of our
investigat:lor', we will rive *ou a turthe* remrt on tl‘e resu"'ts

e’ our imestisat..an. - _

" Verr trulr rours,

N

- Charles ¥, Fuder

Assistant Reriorzl Saﬁitarw .nrineer

Cperations
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EASTERN DIVERSIFIED " 'EPAREGION3
METALS  secs

Rush Township
PENNSYLVANIA | |
EPA ID# PAD980830533 SR - 6th Conqmaslonal District

‘Last Updated: May 1999'

Current Slte Status

Work to control and contaln leachate as well a3 :tormw:ter runoﬂ is drudy ﬁnlahed. Thesite
treatment plant (for leachate and stormwater) has been upgraded and expanded. A biological
treatment system was added to this plant. A mew ltormwater treatment system has been built.
Contaminated debris was removed. ' _

Work to remove hot lpots of eontaminntion from the wa.ste plle is nearing eomp!etion. Remninlng
work involves declding how to address the maln waste pile and nmovlng the sediments at the Site.

Site Description

The 25-scre Eastern Diversified Metals site is & former wire recycling facility, From 1966 to 1977,
the company disposed of approximately 350 million pounds of "fluff™ (waste insulation material) in
an open pile. This fluff comes from stripping the coverings off of copper wire. The fluff disposal
pile is approximately 40 feet high, 250 feet wide, and 1,500 feet long. In 1974, the company
installed & wastewater treatment plant, diversion ditches, retention basins, and an interceptor trench -
that diverts shallow groundwater to the treatment plant. The surface impoundments associated with
the wastewater treatment plant had overflowed at times into a tributary to the Little Schuylkill River.
Three miles downstream of the site, the Little Schuylkill River is used for trout fishing and other

" recreational activities. The site is underlain by the Mauch Chunk Formation, one of the most
important water-bearing formations in Northeastern Pennsylvania. Approximately 1,400 people are -
served by wells that are within 3 miles of the site and draw on the Mauch Chunk Formation for their

water supply. There are sbout 1,600 people living within a 1-mile radius of the site. The distance
from the site to the ncarest residence is approxunatcly 1,000 feet. -

Site Responslbllity. _ Cleanup of this site is the res;:onsibllity of Federal and State

governments, and parties potentially responsxble forsite
contamination (PRPs). :

* NPL Listing History: This site was proposed to the National Priorities List of the most
‘ . serious uncontrolled or abandoned hazardous waste sites requiring
long-term cleanup action on June 1, 1986. The site was formally

added to the list on October 4, 1989 tnakmg it eligible for federal
cleanup fiinds.
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Remainder of the Site: The final remedy for the remainder of the site was selected in July
1992. EPA’s decision called for recycling the fluff. The fluff consists of polyvinyl chloride and
polyethylene (plastic chips) metal, fibrous material, paper, soil and clay. A pre-design study was
completed in November of 1994, Treatment tests and a pilot study on fluff separation and recycling
. were finished in late 1995 and early 1996. Some of the fluff fractions separated during the treatment
tests contained PCBs at levels of concern. On June 17, 1997 the PRP signed an agreement with
EPA, consenting to carry out a study (Focused Feasibility Study, or FFS) to determine other ways to
address the fluff pile. The draft FFS was submitted to EPA in August 1998. The draft FFS evaluated
options including onsite excavation, treatment and offsite disposal of the fluff. In late August 1998
the PRP submitted a second document to EPA that outlined a remedy of in-place closure or capping
of the main fluff pile at the Site. EPA is currently reviewing and evaluating the FFS and the second
document submitted by the PRP. In response to EPA’s technical concerns regarding the feasibility
of onsite closure, the PRP conducted studies in the Spring of 1999 which showed that onsite closure
is technically viable. During this timeframe, several elected officials have expressed opposition to
onsite closure. EPA plans to issue a new Record of Decision before the end of this year.

Contacts

Remedial Project Manager
Frank Vavra
215-814.3221

vavra.frank@epa.gov

Community Involvement Coordinator
Lisa Brown '
215-314.5528

bmwn.lisa@ep&zov

Detailed public files (Adminisrative Record) on EPA’s involvement and decisions at this sits can be
examined at the following locations: '

Rush Township Municipal Building
Route 54
Hometown, PA 18252

U.S. EPA Region Il

Superfund Docket Room

1650 Arch Street _

Philadelphia, PA 19103-2029
- (215) 814-3157
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R. 0. 2, Hozmetown
Temaque, Pu. 18252
October 24th, 1968

Reglonal Senitary Engineer
Fennsylvanis Department of Haalth
401 Buttonwood Street

¥eet Resding, Px, 19602

Birs

I wish to report the pollution of sa unuamed tributary of ths Little
8chuylkill River at Hometown ia 8chuylkill County. The stiresm enters the Little
8chuylkill sbout 0.2 miles below the btridge of the Cenatral Reilroad of New Jerssy
et sn elevation of sdout 1020 fest. This stream 1s not shown en the Tamaque and
Delane Quadrsngie maps of the U.8.G.8.; it draines s szsll wvalley bounded by L.R.

3217, the Centrsl Rsilroad of New Jersey, Stzte Gaze hads No. 227 and riduoed
Industriel Park.

The source of the pol'luttun is the open dmp'or the lntérn Dl.ienincd .
Metals Corp. loceted just off L.R. 53217 st sn slevation of sbout 1160 fest. (See
enclosed slides.) The pollutants are the waste from s coppsr salvage operatica

snd comi).lt of shiredded paper, mbbor. plntlc. oopper tad ll\nimn. (loo cncloud
smplu. :

The lluah Township aupervtlnrl have uttanpted to ntop th!.c epen dmpl.ng.
Their efforts ended with the Eestern Diversifisd sssertion that they sre conducting
¢ sanitery landfill operaticn snd would contiaue to do so. This open dump not
only causes stresm pollutioen, but elso constitutes o fire hatsrd. Ia tha spriag
of 1967 the dump vas ignited by buraning trash sad we had & preview of possible
future disaster. The noxlous fumes and melting tendency of the burning material
made fire suppression difficult. .The melting resulted in s burning effect similar
.to that of sn oil firs. (Sece enclesed slide.) This is especislly dangsrous beceuase
the dump is up slope from the: modt of State Game Lands Koo 227. _

It eesus that your: tgcncy is ths onl.y one that csp eonpel Eut.cru
diversified to run s senitsry lendfill instesd of an open dump. It is very dias-
couraging to see s now industry f£illewing in the footsteps ©of our old industry
here in the Anthracite Reglon. We havs not yst clsaned up the leng-standing
mine dreinege and munleipsl sewsge pollution of the Little Schuylkill snd slready
additionsl burdens sre beingplaced on this revaged siresm. Tolerance of this

added biologicai insult csn onlr pro long l.nd eonpltelte the task of atrem restor-
stion. o ‘

1f yourshould require sny further 1n£omtion or ustutsn« in -olving
this problen, plcue fasl tru to contect me.

Very truly yours,

Deniel A. Piakey
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DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH

THONAS W. GEORGES, IR., M.0. LCT Buttarwacd Street
SECRETARY OF HEALTH est Pesding, Fennsrlvenis 10407

October 20, 1ckg

Industrial Vastes

Fush Township C R. S, Pegion I7
Schuylkill County West Feading C{ffice
Fastern Diversified Metals -

¥r. Daniel A. Pinkey
R. D, #2, Hemetown '
Tamaqua, Pennsylvania 18252

Dear Mr, Pinkey:

Acknowledgment is made of receipt of your letter of Octcober 24, .
1568, concerning pollution of a tributary to the Little Schurlkill
River ard alsc the cperation of a dump by the Fastern Diversified
¥etals Plant located in Fometown. Tour lstter also transmitted

a sample of the waste product from t.his plant ss well as nv-
2" x 2% color slides,

Th:la office Lad been aware or the 1ocation of this plant at
Hometown and inspections hsd been made over s yesr sro at which
time there was no evidence of stream pollution from thedr
operation. However, aince they were pilingz the weste materisl
whicl was removed frcm the wire on their vroperty and this erectice
could be 3 scurce of pcssibles siresm »ollution in the future from
seepage or runoff from the stock »ile, a letter hod teen sent to
the Company recuestinr that ther provide some other means of disposal
for this materia), Since receipt of this new letter of compleint
we will cenducet a reinspectic: st the zlant for the vurvese of
determining whether or not stream pollution exists snd whether the
operaticn of the dump !s satisfactorr, Upon completion of our
investigation, we will rmive rou a further report on the resulis

c¢f our inveatigation.

Verr trulr rours,
4 ’ .M_/
Charles H, Fuder

Assistant Rerional Saniterv "nrineer
Crerations
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DEPARTMENT GF HEALTH
THOMAS W, GEORGES, JX., M.D, :
I:GRITAIY' OF HEALTH o 401 Buttomwood Street

e : . West Resding, Pennsylvania 19602

Industrial Wastes Novesber 22, 1968
Rush Tewnship : o . '

Bchylki)l Courty w0 H, 8, Region II
Eastern Diversified Metals - . - = West Reading Office

¥r, Daniel A. Pinkey
R. D). #2, Ecmetown
Tamaqus, ?enm;rlnnia 18252

m n'. m’.

- i . This letter 4s & follow-up to my letter afOetob;r 29, 1968, ‘
i to you eonceraing your eomplaint letter of po]huon onh e

. . tritutary to the Little Behvn:ﬂ.ll River Irog the epentien ot
S8 dmpbythnhltmn erai Ketale phntioumn

. . tre:.mpection of this phn thenm pm was made enn
U November 6, 1968, At the time of this inspection, it wvas found
that this Company h ro liguid vasts wvater origimating from its
plant to be diepoa whiek wold erute.ltrau pollntion.
The Cocapany opers adr: ess for the removal of the .
ﬁmﬂationfron used eopperuir. This fIlnff materisl which
is removed is disposed on thecmuypromtyonammz.

light fluff mterial,

Onr inspection around the dispoeal pils revealed that there is no
seepige of water through the pile which would earry contaminants

to the Little Schuylkill River, Our one inspection was the day

following & heavy rainfall and no gulldes or washouts were cbserved,

however, thers were seversl emsll puddles of water belew the pile,

At the present time, the Pm.nsylnn:la Department of Health has

no control over the operation of existing landfills or refuse
piles 8o long as they do net directly pollute waters of the
Cémmonwealth. The Company 4s sgain being eanticned by this office
toeomthisntemltepremtnhftnfmenteﬁngthcﬁh

e . \uRS000T2
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Mr, Daniel A, Pizkey | -2 Noveuber 22, 1968

and 21s0.to prevent winds from blowing the fluffy ssterial). The
Company 18 2l30 being cautioned to take 2ll posaidle steps to prevezt
the possibility of any runoff of water froa the pile or the surrounding
area which might contaminate any stream,

I an returning the five colored slides which you had forwarded along
with your letter cf October 24, 1968, You 414 not specifically request
for their return, however, I assums that these are the only copdes which
you have, If you shonld in the future see any evidence of have any
proof there is direst pollution to watérs of the Commorwealth from

this operstion, thea it would be appreciated if you would immediately
recontact this office. We will, however, contime to make rciupecﬁonn
at this plant &s time and cnﬂitionn varrext,

"ZZ?WMM' "
Charles ¥, Knder

Assistant Regioral Sanitary Englneer
Operations

CAEsrd

Encloeures
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ELMER JOHNSON, CHamuan
t..lONARD THOMAS
JOEEPH HOLDEN

. WILLIAM D. HUTCHINSON, souctron’

JOHN [ W mALIS Sy Suan
b

N

COMMISSIONERS OF SCHUYLKILL COUNTY

- PQ'I'I'SVII.I.E PENNSYLVANIA ’

 Octaber 15, 187

Daniel A. Pinkey
R. D, 2, Hometown
Tamaqua, Penna, 18252

Dear Mr. Pm.’eey

' We have received your letter of October 14 1970 couceming o |
the dumps at the sppedspace and Dwers(ﬂed Me&zt Plants at Hometowu R

A copy of your letter kas been sent fo the Rush Towuship
Supervisors, who may be able to kelp you with this problem

S - - : : Vcry truly yours, - | __
| | | BOARD oz:' COUNTY comassronms

. JOHNA. KASALES
Chief Clere

- JAK/'mo;
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‘d:zs'\ T :-M".f.p avare. e Requeﬂ".r “hat Eisnaps D.vovalfied Meyn

COPFO”“' cnoSurrest $izir rand-fill opérstions te 3ablsiy c:q;;g;g;;
hy Jownship Residents. 1 . - x_/

;' 3? A me2ting Was held ia the offi%e of Homer HeJes, Plant Managey.cf

Eest.rn Diversified Hetals Corporaticn on Tuesday, hrvamber 26, 968
 with th: following ir sttecdance: i Co g

. ' Eastern Diversiried Metals Corp.--Honer Hayes e
P Hush Townshln--Suoervlsors Mrsiy: Hen'y Blackﬂell, bam Kellet-'
o - Clarence dartr,' i “4{ .

t",.-.es “to further %Sreven 1103
~rab1e,to the Stat; ﬁtbl'

‘. .earth-flll-coverlng of -the aoongy,
. ‘Eﬁpounh“to ‘prevent objectious; eithel ‘ 3
‘orbloWing into the at hﬁre, andithat nion
‘3basisifor comnlalnts by Tesidents q) thagéownhhlp ‘or . by *% 1ROX
..wealth. Mr. Hsyes ssid 1th’ren9r--to strean nollution, 8&_ -tneﬁr
in this case was 1n writing dsted November 22, 1968 and While "it wa
rot entirely favorable, 1it.certairly did not warraat being classed.ad
_ @ serious problem, since i} involved only sm2ll deposits of the lisht
refuse meterial beinr wqa“ea tnno th= stream ot tiames of heavy ralnrall

‘ £ s

-by,

In order to correct b“is, Diverstried will construct s dry dam’ f:f’n?'
between their land-fill and "the strese tO sérve 23 °a settling basin’: .
to trap the aaterisl which could wash into the stri¥aa otheruise.{ This
construction will be done in the very near future. o _ B

The discussions werd Held uitﬂétt*frtetton*xnd‘as " ,ﬂiil i

‘ EomE.7:
made bty all concerned that =2n antcable solution to any retuse probiema .;}ﬁ
will te found. . R Y 5§

el S S -

- ‘ ) ‘. ,

= Ine group made s briﬁf tour of the nlant and the site of thei
hendlznr of waste materidl. It was agreed. ot the conclusion -of the
tour that the Tounshln Sunervisorslulll be L‘t-,--attlou %0” advise




.

& '-é'
W ‘_‘ 5

Bchor :
Taemagus, Fa. 18158
December ITiH 1970

Delaware River Bgsin Commission
23 Scoich Rﬂﬂd. P.O. Box 880
'I‘nnton, New Jersey 08608

Gcaﬂamu:

I am wﬁhny fo you in ﬂgﬁfd to peﬂuﬁon of the zm. thuyu:{n
.Rivar which may M“ significance beyond e loocal damw that € ac.uuu.

Ths ,ouum "an wostes from - oopper .auago optfll\all aquuoud
by .the Diversified ‘Metals Corpovafion ai Heomatoumn, Rush Towuw, Bohiy -
k@ County, FPo. “Badimants consisling of sheedded paper, rubber tind- ‘plasticn
_.ate:woshing from the dump of his eompeny info an unnamed ribulary RS e,
LA a IS oMk ‘River adoul 0,8 WA Telow e brdge.of i Jesuey Ldatrat
Réfirodd af 6n cuuﬁ‘oa ‘of ebout !Olﬂ Iul. . The sirgam @ .ot shown. an
Tomagus ond Delanc”’ Quadrang'e vidpe 'of . the U, B.G. 8,5 { drdins ¢ émd
oo ley bounded by Leg's'etive Rouls §8817, lhe J’cﬂy cuw Rui‘nad, Siate
mum“cudc lll? cml ch&l l‘adulfftct Porb - -

.;_n..
-

Ia cddl’oﬂ Co he sed'meniation, (here '0 ﬂw poaﬁbimy of ehmfoaz
. pollulen by eonathients of electrica’ {nsulalion, polychforinated biphengle.
. Tha kigh persietence and chronic losisily of (hase compounds which gare
siniflar to DDT warras! further inveskgaton. Would (1 bde in order Jor

your orgoanizalion lo ldbk fnlc Qs prodem or oan you luggut soms olher
ogcmy which could de W7 i .

Gradually ihe ecleanup of ﬂu Litite Bohuy kit ie proceeding. . Ao you .
probab’y know, & mine drainage eurvey (& undevwoy. Scwqu planis are

bdeing buill and upgraded. Foseidly, the new prob'eme coud overwhe'm us
before fhe o'd anes are luJua care of.

. Vary truly yours,

Danel A, Pinkey °
I'J'ne‘oluro.l. Sheloh '
Aviiole = FCENW

v

'ARS00080 -



JAMES *, WRIBHT
EXECUNVE DIRETCTOR

#”

/

DELAWARE RIVER BASIN COMMISSION

CEXBOCPCHXRBADX
p. 0. BOX 380

TRENTON, NEW JERSEY DRED]

———

{so@) 883-8500

December 30, 1970

Ml'. Dmt’l Ao Pi‘*.y
RD #2
Tamaqua, Penrsylvania 18252

Dear Mr. Pinkey:

Your letter of December 17th reporting the possibility of
pollution of an unnamed tributary on the Little Schuyikill River has
beon forwarded to me for on Investigation. This matter hos been .
discussed with Mr. Charles Kudder of the Penmsylvania Department of
Health in the West Reading Offica, He has requested that his flald
people make an inspection of the premises and to develop a report of
thelr findings. 1 have atked Mr. Kudder forward a copy of their
report ond findings to me. Based on the results of their Investigation,
the State will toke whatever action appears necessary.

" | would like to thank you for your writing to us and
informing us of the situation. If we can bs of additlonal service to
you, pleass fee] frea 1o coll on ma.

Very truly yours,

‘p‘.’u\-f fqﬂ"a"ﬂ:‘

David P. Pollison
Water Rescurces Engineer

cc: Mr. Chas Kudder
Penna. Dept, of Health

Location:
25 State Police Drive
West Trenton, N.J,

ARS00081
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. , e R.Ds .

-/ ' B : Tamagua, Pa. 18252
) - _ S : Dcaombaiﬂ?ﬂs, 1970
Pennsylvania Cama - -Commission : -

Hervey A. Roberis, ChAef~ Division of Land Mamgcmﬁ '

P, O, Bonm 1807 *
South Off ce Building, Bilale Capilol
Hﬂfﬁlhfg; P.- 1‘"80

Dur Btﬂ

: :umwﬂaayumubou‘pmuaeWamaauﬁmm
nu w&chmw mh&y mt mm«kum. o

| - ﬂ

| - . Twth kAR ‘gu ‘mope dlh -UH.Q .B.: t%ﬂﬂ '.
o/ -dounded by CAWGREGE Roule 63817, O’ Jervey Cenbrdl Fdireedy:
s v & B _'m'._mauﬁlwh 1287 and i rhmog ialulﬁd _

\ mm«mbutmvmhrsudw“f s on
 burnd, Thé ‘noafous fumes and wubliing londency of the b

h - s ;v '
make fire euppreson d(d'tou'l. The mwuc rnuth " C hﬂug qﬂbct .fm..k
‘0 that of an Q‘aﬁ‘o .

o In mwoa, mon (s ﬂu poati&aity of ehemical pouuﬂoa caused ty
constiiuenis of slecircal ineulst on, polyohorinciad biphenyle. The Mgh

persistance and ehronic loxtolly of fheae compounds- wiuch are eimilar b
that of .D.D!" warrent furbher i‘nvut‘gatton.

. Wilh the deein Munding pncwﬂ; the imporianoce of iracls ukc 8iata
Camalande #1327 leo inoreasing. Weo ehould not gllow heir gome-carrying
‘capaoctly to be feapord:med by (rresponsitle indusivinl wasle disposs!. Can
the Gomer Commission work foward siopping Diversified Metala from oot
finuing Dim polluton? Shouldnk Diversifiasd ot east bo compelled to leave
8 duffer mond deiwoen fhalr du‘mp and the gamelands bcmdary? :

Very iruly yours,

: : Dan el A, Finkey

Enolowﬂtl Sketoh
Arlicle = PQBY4

“ "",'.'.:’:"ﬂ:r‘“- B -'““OOOBZ . l'°



COMMONWIEALTH OF PENNEYLVANIA

ADMINISTRATIVE DIVIBIONS: \J
P!NNSYLVANIA Game Commssmn

ACCOUNTING 7872078
ADMIKISTRATION re7.5070

. P. ©. BOX 1867 INFORMATION & SDUCATION  T87-6308

’ HARRISBURD, PA. 17120 LAW ENFORCIMENT 7979743

orricE OF LAND MANAGEMENT wr.e810
EXECUTIVE DIRECTON January 7 ’ 1971 NEAL ESTATH 767.9580
TILEPHONE ) : MINERALS To7.3102

- 787-3833 . FROPASATION 878700

AREA CODE 717 Mastpon Ter. e70s

Mr. Daniel A. Pinkey
R. Do '2 ’

Tamagua, Pennsylvania 18252

Dear Mr. Pinkey:

‘ The following information is being sent in
response to your recent complaint concerning dumping

of industrial wastes by ths Diversified Mstals '
Corporation on its property at Hometown, Schuylkill v/
- County and the washing of this material on our

adjoining State Game Lands No. 227.

The Division of Land Management conducted
a field investigation on Wednesday, December 23, 1970,
to datermine the extent of this intrusion.

They vera hampered scmewhat in their efforts
by a recent snow covarage, but wera able to find
evidence of thess depesits, even though heavy rain

had flushed ths streambed apparently just prior of the
snowfall,

However, they wers surprised at the extent
" of Diversified's operation and realized that if allowed
to continue unchecked, it will at the least pose a
real threat to the Game Lands. In fact it is hard to
understand how an operation of this naturs was ever
- permitted on a watershed regardless of size.

AR500083 "



Mr. Daniel A. Pinkey 2 January 7, 1971

In view of these circumstances and particularly
because of the questionable noxious nature of these
materials, we are referring this to the Enviornmental
Control Board through the Department of Health for
further investigation and intend to keep abreast of
developments.

We appreciate the thorough manner in which -
you have analyzed this situation and brought it to our .
attention. We trust you will have been instrumental in
remedying one of the many pollution problems existing
in our Commonwealth today.

ARS00084
LY



R.D,13 C ‘
: | | Tamagqua, FPa. 13253 -/

Dacomber 17, 1970

Uomuytoam Fiah Commission

- Robert J. B{ola, -Boscutive Director
Box 1878 -+
Hmwrg. ) Fo. :'mo

Docr afn

I am wﬁﬂng to you aboul ponuﬂ’cn of an unnamed mbubw of e
Litlle Heluylill River al Homelown, Ruh Tounehips Sohuyikil cmr
The .siream eniery fAe Lile Bahuym abous 0,3 miles delow e dris
. of fve_ Jarsey On@rq(l Roliread at an elevafion of aboul 1080 feef, m B
. siveam (9 nol shown’ an Ne Tomequa and Delano Quadrafigle maps of the
U.8.0.8,7 il draina. ¢ pmall valley dounded by Legisialive Roule 538337 -
ihe- hrny cmiul Bwrou.ﬁhh Gnm!und- nsv ond ‘.ﬂdamod Iaduomal

. g e
'.p'fh' i' Y f“;-." "W«{’? .o " T
? .

m cauroo ol [. 99 poMau u the open dwmp of he Dtvon(ﬂod .!lctao
O'omulum tocated just off L, R. 53317 af an alevation of aboul 1180 faed.
The polulanis are: wusle from a coppsr salvage operslion and oonelel ma
of aAredded paper, rulter and plawo whied are dapoailad in (he wiream ?né
along the course of ﬁc ct-rccm.

.. W

In addilon fo De lt&mh&m. {here o the poswidiliiy of chemical
pollulion by ooned mm of elecirical ingulalions, polyoMorinaled biphenyle.
The MgA persistence and oAronio tomitily of theso compounds whsoh are sgime
ilar lo Aat of DDT warrand ﬁwﬂur ﬁwcaﬂgal on.

Xt iMe Bm, {he congequencas of furihaor pollubing ihe aiready-dead
Litlle Sohuykil are not oo great. However, {As Deparimani of Minea and
Mineral Indusirics hae recenlly coniracted w N Mariin Associales fo survay
the siream in regard fo mine drainmge pollufion. The firsf of many long
stape loword resforciion of the L tBe Sohuy:sldl has bdeen laken. WouldnM
it do shoriwighlad {0 solve De probdloms cauvsed dy e oid and dying aniira-
oitse mining indusiry and permit he ones caused by As new industiries fo go
unchaoked? The reorealion polental of a resigred Litlle Sechuylkill River
ia very greal. We must not parmit it to be¢ ecorificed {5 irreaponasidie
mdusirial opporiunism.

Very iruly yours,

Dantst A. Pinkey
Inolosursss Sketoh _ N,
Article = PCB/s :
" —=fInquirer! ' -
» ~ VTtmee¥

AR500085
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COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA i
PENNSYLVANIA MSH COMMISSION
HARRISBURSG 17Y20

-/ lxlcurm piEcTOR B . 2% January 20, 1971 °
°  Mr. Daniel A. Pinkey e
R. D. #2 o

Tamaqua, Pmnsylvania 18252

-Deaxr Mr. Pinkey:

Thank you v
1970 and the
map indicating frhere the xeported polluticn can be located,
I have forwardéd this material directly to Dr. Ellsworth R. |
- Browneller, Sgcretary of the Department of Health, requesting,
that he have fthe natter investigated and that suitadble action
" can be tak to preve.nt tu::ther discharges.

E

- I hs.v also a.dv:l.sed we will be pleased to have our j

U field ofﬁée:, Mr. James Hazen, assist the Department of
: . Health's i¥e: onal eng:lnee: in his :l.nvest:lgation of this

- matter.iFst\ AR

' Aqai’n
information jﬁa
provided. _

you "for taking the time to send us thc
l.fo:lr the _very helpful location map which you

s:lncerely ycnii:s ,"

, /Robert J /3'«4

Biglo .
E:ecut:l,ve Director

ARSUDOBS



R.D.2

Tamaquas, Fa. 13352 o,
Dacember 17h, 1970

DR P ———

Federal Water Qualily Adminisiralion
Follution Conirol Analyete Branch
Washingion D. 1D, 20842

Canlement

I am wriling to you fn ngard to pollufion of the Litlle Sehugmu
Rn‘vcr whMeh may have aigﬁﬁeoﬂc bcy:md ihe local damgc ihat. l cauees.

The ponutcm are wasiss j‘rm s sopper uuﬂoga operafon conduoled

by fAe .Ds'oona’ﬁcd Mgiale Corporstion al Eoulfom, Push Tounerlp, Sohup'«
%01 County, Fa. (Thia Arm also Mas planlé af, 8¢ . Liegds, Ma. ,ond Cugds .
mongs, Cal.)  Jedimenis éoneleling of chnd&cd PEPUP, rubber ‘and ytui’&a
. are washMng from e dump of Mwisompany (nlo an unnamed tedulary’ of _@c

Litte Sohuyliitl Rivewr.. : m dru.m enles m-*mw. ;ﬂeiuythu about O.al
milse Salow {he dridge’ of'pn Jcﬂcy Central Hc“roﬁﬂ G? o’-wﬂoa ot g,
about 1020 feel. TMe afreamiennct shown on (e Temagua’shd Detans” i
Quadrang’s maps of the U.8.G,8.j i draine a emall valéy dounded dy '
Legis'alive Roule 5327, (e hrng Ccn&m& Raarocd, S’h!c Gcmlcndo “H
and Ttdoweod Indtuiﬁul Pa- b, -

In adddton fo t&o udimahﬂon, mu-' ® Me mambﬂn!y o! olumiccl \‘J
‘poliuion caused dy. amh’hum of olecirical inayaign, polyohlovinated diphenyle.
TAas Mgh pcfmmo cnd chrentc lodicily of Rese campouudc warranf fure
ther invssiiga¥on. - . ‘

Since (se vompounds M« been identified as ecurces of snvirone
menial problems only recenily, wouldat it de in order for your agency to
loock at the runoff from {his dump and ses if il {8 o source of FCBMh? The
waler qualily standarde for fhe Liile Schuylthkill River ocall for upgrading it
fo frout walersy would iAe be possible wiih PCB's draining inle it? Is ihe
siale of tachnology such that FCB's can de sdeguale'y monitored? The
tonnage of eAreddad insulation bdeing dumped al ihis sile ia quile 'arge winoce
Divarsflad Msials serves quile a wide area in the Fasl. Wouldnfl il be wise
to daelect any less~(han-odvious poilufion prob’ems associaled w'ih fhe oper-
ation cof iha plani as soon as pose'd's?

Very truly yours,
Daniel A. ?inkoy

Eno'csurast Skelch

Ar#icle on FCBls - o
o men Ml R SR ‘.‘..’j#-:-‘ -nb;m““u.-*_ e ?90 0 8 7 ".. 26‘&

3---. i, aa it .



I | e L acup 135/
. ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGEMN .
| Water %uality Office

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20242

JAN 21197

¥r, Daniel A, Pimkey
R. D. 2 .

Tamaqua, Pennsylvania 18252

’ Dear Mz, r’.ﬂk‘y:

Your letter dealing with the pqtén:m hazardous substance discharge =
from Diversified Metals Corporaticn, Hometown, Pennsylvanis, has been
referred to me., Wa appreciats the time you :aok to prtepare a des-

. eriptive account of the situation.

[3

" The snu of Pennsylvann has jur:udict:lon for the mamed tr:lbuttry
~ you menticned in your letter, and therefcu I have referred your

lettear and enclosures tos

Mr, Edward Gelsmar, Chief (phones 213-597-&360)
Philadelphia Fileld Office s : .
Enviroumental Protection Agency
Water Quality Office
U. 8, Customa House

2nd and Chestnut Streets, Room IOOM
!‘hiladelph:l.a.. Pcnnsylvmia 19106

Mr. Geismar will coord:lnatc w:lth the appropriate State ofﬂc:ld. vho

- should answer your questions regarding water quality standards and
' 'pollution detectinn l.ssociated with tha opeution of the eompany plant.

Alr.hough the PC3 pollut:lcn danger is ncognized by our off:lee and the
currest state of technology is such that PCB's can be doccctad, :
vonitoring devices (pollution surveillance instruments) are, as of now,
unavailable, with little likelihood of availability in the very near
future. The best detection method of which we are aware were dcscribcd
by Dr. Gustafson,

S | - o . ©
May 1 take this cpportunity to thank you for your htttr and for your 2
concern for the environment, If I can be of further seivice to you, Q
pluse cou:act e, : g
| Sincerely yours, 2
\/ <<
pﬂ.’ — 1”?&\‘
Dr. C. Hﬂgh Thomplon .
 Acting Chief - :

h 703-557=7660 o ‘Hazardous Materisls Branch
(_p onet 3- 5 6- ') ' D:lv:l.lion of 011 & Hazardous Materials
' . Water any Office

. m-m——— . ren . - e m e taw ———— ——m s Avm——— e e — T



R.D,.2
Tamaqua, Fa. 18353
Dacember 171N 1070

Deporimani of Mines and Mineral Indusir o
Byr. H. B. Clarmdury, Seoreiary

080 Boas Sireel

Harrisbury, FPa. 17103

Daear Birl

. Il was good fo hear Dvat Ore ﬂlfaﬂslioa of the L'ifle Sohuy k'l
R ver Mg bdegun. You award of Ae mine drainage survey coniract o
Ma n Agsociales ‘o o giant atep.,  However, (Re mine drainage pro&um
fa not the only ons as we Jfoee elong Qe Ldille Bohw lu .
, Dtunﬁcd Moht Corgoralion Mae & copper wre sa’ ocgo opubfon c
H‘omfem, Rush TowneNp here in ToAuy kil County. A8 8 veeull of ©
improper dumgping, siredded paper, rudder and plaskde ere wdehing. alo™
- e Litle’ Bdbug’ht’tﬂ!nugh;eu ummmcd iridulary {hat draine Diﬂﬂﬂdd’.
crt’. _
ln d&lou !o He udimmhﬂan. ﬁ\-.‘l"t ‘e he possidbiily of o?umt
pollution by oonsifuenis of electrmal {nsuwlation, polychlorinated dNpienyle.
The AMgh pereisience end chronic loaioitylinf iheus oomyoundo whioh are
. similar {o DDT wcmnl m—aur {nvesiigalion.

Does fAe mﬁu recldmation tndusiry come under ihe purview of
your depariment? If so, wouldnfl if 3¢ wise {0 suppress (he polliuiion from
an operai on Xke Diversifled Meiale while i (s e¥ll ralalively small? O« do
we have fo wail and let fhe pudlic ireasury abesord the ocsi of fulure "Chéral
Scarlifta’’? Would {§ possible for the siale o cooperaie wilh Diversified in
rosaarch whiod would de direcisd loward finding o usa for ihe now-discards.
wasie?

It seams shoriaighidd o bl cpemﬂng 89 muod o corres! (he prodiam.
cauged dy our old, unregulaied ndusiries whils we pormil he new ndusir.es

{o wreock e environmend af wil, Je there any way thail we can prewini a
sacond wave of destruction from swaeeping over our region?

Very iruly yours,

Dan's! A. Finkoy

Enclosurest Shaloh
Arilole » PCB'%

ARS00089

‘e



PJ r,k'l :L -:( frow Gf‘"hﬂﬁ“‘)’) . ; e - - y g‘e“ dg 5 T

.dasa Teumnlp lurare oy Heque % “hat Euigwapn D.vivalflad vey .

Corgorsti & Jurralt gueys -nru-rill operatlons tc IALLSLy ¢y lelun.
hy Jownsnily #Aesidency,

A 2s2t1ng Was held in the orflce of Homer He:es Plant Managey cf
Fest.rn Diversified Metals Corporaticn on Tuesday, Nivember 26, 1968
with the following ir sttendance:
L Eestera Diversified Metsls CQ:P~--Homer Hayes el
i . Rush Townshin--Supervisors Mr Henry Blackwell ‘Sam Kellet e
- o : ' Clarence Hartrasaft s R,
51 = . -—aoiiei%or-epsrk§dﬁé%3' ey i
e MR i T ‘D, E--?Carl Baran,“W, M. Gijlesuie ; ; e
'f""_- '*, L "" r.\'--"- ‘*‘ ST R n_-‘ 'f-i. u\---_'.:' " :, A '; .“. '
M Mr. dillednie exolaiued that e meetiug Was- be:.:m heldg

fﬁﬂlly discussion group with' the ‘poppose’ ‘being to essure the Eushfg‘.
. ~Township Sunervisors that the Divergified-peocple are. doluv:everythi
v -ﬂxépossible to prevent air and stre!m;.ollutionﬂiq ‘the.dis 081" of}kbe '
jowaste matarisl. wMr, Hayes st-ted’ ﬁt4the?di gesl opefations JptVALA
b5 re e ’ggbheckea quite Prequbotly) yﬁt mmonuehlth,ggzg4§?ﬂ:
¥zuAe T HeURALA Ehat mbitior th regorts. tbl owiog ithese 4as et
ﬁrba1,¢so .x‘ 21 ﬁan- : pﬂw,us évidenee}brech sta 's-a- nrQvg

nEir et ,gs, i ”‘“J 33??“}h h % 3

e o ELE {5 --‘“ r et R .;,’a- MR Th A o

it ‘Mr. Hoyes 8vHLe ;r,ecentl &, tneeks 2
e que some further eael- uréa qu &fu ruck badl ‘?

o 1t,es %o further nrevent Alkinol -q;’ndzg? e res lts erg b
nVurable to the State aecnlé?tn Ee Il ixpallutzon 1n§ e ti

- T ——— g by X o 3
-"; wlth regqrd to land-r111 cpe': 16h
/earth-fill-covering of the spougy

f&s zﬂag hélng avney;
‘“’enough to nrevent objectjons; elthelr "byFits We hln 1680 ¥ EANS ST
-or .blowing into the atidsPhere,.snd gnatiin his. cpinlon ther?,wga R ey 14
~basis for complaints by residents: '\cheiTounshlp or by “the ‘Com ouéf”f?
wealth, Mr. Hayes said with, rebsrdato ‘strean nolluticn tuaamt: the T -ov ;
in this case was in writicg deted Novenber 22, 1968 and while it was’ g
rot entipely favorable, it certainly did not warrant belcs classed ad - .
2 sarious problem, since it durolved only su2ll devosits af the li*ht“
reruse nacerlal bciu: wsaﬁe& 1nto the stream ot tiaes of hesvy ralnfall.

In order to correct t“is. Dtveratfied will construct s dry dan
tetween thelr land-fill and 'the stresc tOo sepve 83 3 settling basinm
to trap the paterisl which could wash into the stitan othebuiae.' Tnis
cons:ructlon w111 be done in the very near future,

The dtscusstons waré held'uttﬂﬂbt'frtctton~and*w&surs§%§!"ﬁere "~ *““”?'
pade by all concerned that 2n anlcgble solution co any reruse nroblems '

-,

will bte round. ’ . -1' . S ! ,.ﬁ
c +..- Ine group mede s brief tour of the nlant: And’ the Bite or the, ';ﬁﬁ
IR hendllnr of waste matarisl,. It was sgreed ot the conclusion of the 7
tour that the Townshin Suvervisorsziwill be 4 .8 .hositlon t0 advise SRS
ary future camunlainsnts thet Diversified 13id “fbc process of cading .
further corrections snd t:e 3upervisors #il vin closea touch with e

g_j‘ Dlvnrslfied should thzre be furt.e coqnlaintl.h‘ .




Bedakber O
Tamaqus, Fa. 18252
Descembder 1N 1970

Delaware River Basin Commiseion
28 Scolch Roasd, F.0, Boz 280
Trenton, New Jersey 08603

Caonfleman?

I am wriling o you in regard fo pollufion of the Litle Sohuylhill
River whMoh may Mu. significance beyond the local damage Qa# i cc.uou.

The ,onum ere wastes from a copper saleage operaioy oouducud
dy the Diversified Melale Corporation ai Homafown, Rush Townehlp, Soluy -
kZ Counly, Pa. Sedimenis consisiing of shesdded paper, rudder snd. ‘plastics
are_washing from (he dump of (Ms eompeny inlo an unnamed Iridulary of the
LRt o Sohuyikil River adoul 0.8 milse delow Qn drdge of the Jarsey C’ddrd
Rallread ol an elevalion of sboul 1020 fesl. TMe sirgam @ noi ehown oa,;,taa
Tamadua and Delane” Quadrang'e mape of he U.8.G.&.; it draine & small’™
va tey dounded dy Leg'e'aiive Roule 53217, e Jersy Cln!rd' Rui'raad, Siale
Gam ands nn uml 'J‘domoa Indueirial Park. -

In add'ton te e ccétmmﬁon, hare ‘s (Ao pallibmw o{ ohlmicalu
poilulion by consfiuenis of elecirioa’ {nsulakon, polyoh(orinated biphenyls.

Tha Mgh persistence and chrono fozicily of iheee compounde whioh are
similar to DDT warrand furiker invesfgaton. Would i ba in order for
your organizakion {o ldbk inlo this probem or can you luggcol sothe oilher
agenocy which could do 9 : _

Gradually the oleanup of ihe Liile Sohuy kil (e proceeding. . Ac‘ you
probad'y know, a mine drainage survey {e underway. Scwq!b planis are
being built and upgraded. Foweeidly, the new prod'eme could overwhsim ua
before thae o/d ones are lahen care of.

Vary (ruly yourse,
Danal A. Pinkey

Enc'osuresr Skaloh
Article -« PCB'e

-

AR500091
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DELAWARE RIVER BASIN COMMISSION
BN XREXIX
- A Q.8e0X AE0
TRENTON, NEW JERSEY QAED2

———

!s0E) 883-9%00

.muﬁ r. WRIGHT | , December 30, 1970
tXFQUﬂVC OI‘RRCTﬂI ) ‘ 

F /

Mr. Daniel A, Pinkey
RO 72
Tamaqua, Pennsylvan!a 18252

Dear Mr, Pmkey:

. Your leﬂm’ of December 17th uporﬂng the possibility of .
- pollytion of an vnnamed tributary en the Little Schuylkill River has
been forwarded to me for an Investigation. This matter has been
discussed with Mr. Charles Kudder of the Pennsylvania Department of
Health In the West Reading Office. He has requested that his field
.people make an Inspaction of the premises and to develop a report of .
thelr findings. | have asked Mr. Kudder forward @ copy of their
report end findings to me. Based on the results of their lnvestlgcﬂon,
U . the State will take whotever acﬂon appeors necessary .

l would like to thunk you for your writing to us und
informing us of the situation. - If we can be of udd:ﬂoncl sarvice to
you, pleuse feel free lo call on me. :

chy truly yours,

v ‘Qlobv“-faﬂ'{d”;‘

David P, Pollison ~
- Water Resources Englneer

ces Mr. Chas Kudder
Penna. Dept. of Health

Locuﬂon.
. 25 State Police Drlve
\_/ ) Weli‘ Tmnteﬂ, N J.

AR500092 H
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R.D.2
Tamaqua, Pa, 18353 \_/
DeocambedTA TN, 1970

Pennsylvania Came -Commiseion

Harvey A. Roberts, Chef~ Division of Land Managemans
Po O. Bom ‘3‘7 *

Souih Off oe Buildiag, suu Capitol

Harviadurg, Pn. 17!80

.Dur Sﬁ't

1’ am wriling {0 you adoul & pellulion condiion on sw- Gama Lends
#”7 whah you Aave probadly nol yei erd abm. . . -~

T™hAe poﬁ"ﬂi ére wﬁtﬁmn scppar uw&gc s gyt
. by e Divereifted, Metale Corporuiion &) Homelown, Thay 16 Jeababhiy
. - @as wesh from (M dimp of (Mg vomplny inlo an usnamed tribuigry of,
- Lélle Soluy il River: - Tha sedimenis conaisl of shredded sopq¥, Tull}
and plaglicsy they. Qri deposiled in Tvé dirddin and along e’ eod.i' 3
sireasy, o Game.Qomvmiosion properig.. Tha shredm anlerd NG LASE. %
Schuyikil about 0.3 miles delow A dridge of Ae Jargey Ceniral Rafleo
_al sn escedon’of Whoul 1020 feels "TMe direarn ty nol shown on e Dt
and. Tuhagud Quidrungle mope of A6 U.8.G. 8.1 § drdind-u cmtt od tay
dounded by L Roule utﬂ. fhe' Jerwey Ceniral RAlriad;" e \_ata
, bounddw o 8%{ ﬂ!mwo "l? ond e 7 dewood Indulﬂcl Ptrh.

mo dump «mo no! my mkr md & ;azmm 5«4 pntod&«ti
burnd. The nomioud fumes and maelling londency of tie durning miilerial™
make fire supprede on difffou't. The mwag resulls in & ?mming affeot similk
to Nat of an o ﬂ‘o

In addiion, Nere s fAa posaidilily of ohemical poMon causoed by
conetitugnis of sleoircal insulal on, polyoMomnaled diphanyls. The kigh
parsislonce and ohronic {oxicily of hase compounds which are simlar b
that of DD T warrand furihar invesiigafion,

With he dasin hunling pressurg ihe imporiznce of iraols like Siale
Gamalande #337 is inoreaeing, Wa edould not allow Neir game=carrying
capaocily {o bde jeapord:zed by irrasponsible indusirinl wasle diepossl. Can
ihe Game Commission work foward siopping Diversified Malals from cone
fnuing dm pollulion? Shouldnd Divere{fled ol cast be compeled fo laave
8 buffar sone delwaen thoir dump and the gamolands dwundary? '

, 'V.OW‘ iruly yours,
Dan.ial A, Pinksy

Enolosurest! Skeloh
. Arvticle «. FCHBs
¥ = Inquirer¥

4 aNTimeet: " ARS500093 -’_W
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" 'to Mr. Wesley Gilbertson of tha !ennsylvani; Departnenc of Health torchil Z
: consideration and roply.

DEP  MENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL RESQURCE
COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA

ISHAMM:NH bk hilds D MbdRx Mﬁbb(-ﬂ éd

HARRISRURG .f .

a}olvi

oFFicE oF steasTARY " zebmary 2, 1971

Mr. Daniel A. Pinkey
k. nl #2 .
Tamaqua, Pennsylvania 18252

Dear Mr. Pinkey:

This will acknowledge receipt of your letter of December 17, 1970. We are
avare of the various industrial waste problems along the Schuylkill River. As'
you suggest in your fourtk paragraph, the legislated authority of this Dep;rtmant.
is 11m1t¢d to pollution abatcment !ram problens originating tron abandoned uines.'é

We are taking the liberty to refer your letter and accompanying cttnchmen:s

, . | . ....;éj_.;;,

Execut e Deputy Sccretary '
.- Department of Envirommental Resources oA

MBG/des

ce: Mr. Wesley Gilbertson ~ ' ' :

N | .
nasonosu ERCE

e 8 ewm wdh e o PR .- .¢- e L 4 mm, I



HARRISBURG 17138

DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL RESOURCES
P, 0. Box 2351

February 17, 1971

Mr, Danisl A. Piﬂkq

Tamaqua, Pemnsylvanis 18252
Dear Mr. Pinkey:

Mrs, Gutgshall bas forwarded to us your lotf.er of Decenmber 17
in vhich you report dumping and possibls pollution of ths Little
Schuylkill by Diversifisd Matals Corporaticn at Bometown.

We are passing this material on to oumr West Reading office —
who will investigate the situation and contact you in regard te

Very truly yours,

AL m&'.L(@

nald A. Lazarchik, Dirsctor
Division of Industrial Wastas

ruvPl 'l'
it
AR500095 A
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DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL RESOURCES
"~ P, 0, Box 2351

Mareh 2, 1971

Mr. Deniel A. Pi.ni:ay‘
R.D. 2
- Tazaqua, Peansylvania 18252

‘Dear Mr. Pinkey:

‘¥r. Bobert J. Biels haa !'omrdod your lettor O-f Deeanher 17:- - N

1970 to ths Department or lnﬁxonnantal Re.-.ot:rces for moatiga-
tién. * - - :

Plca.sc be adviged tha.t we gre lnti.rolr 1.n neeord with m
position that the restoratien of the Little Schuylkill, for -
recreation, is an important step in our Environmental iaprovement
program. In this comnection, cur field personnel from ths West
Reading regional office, have inspected the stream to which you
refer, and have found that the Diversified Metals Corporation is
apperently in vislation of the Clean Streams Aét, inasmuch as
thore is dcri.nito seepage tren the dump which contains phenels.

Our regional ofﬁ.ce 1: ta.k:l.ng the necessary steps to insure
that this discharge is not only abated, but also that necessary
legal u.c'bion is m'hiated. :Ln order to prevent any such recurrence,

. Very truly yuurs,

“Qld i, ana.r . D!:ector

Division of Industrial Wastes

ARS00096.
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;4 ongALTH or PENNsy.L",AN

coM
o/
DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL RESOURCESY .
| Reading Office '
18 An;gliaitStrect | a‘;
Reading, Psrmsylvania 19602 ]
April 2, 1974 379> HUace

s g ese
Schuy oun . Cd,a -7 %" .

M», George Pinkey
R, D. #2 - Box 268

- Tamagua, Pemnsyloania 18252
Dear Mr. Pinkey:

I wideretand you called Mr. Lowis Berchini, Asststant Director for Desvelopment
and Field Programe in cur Barisburg Office last week. . You inquired about
Department's programs regarding pcesible pollutionm ngmmted by Fcstem
Diversified Matals and Agmet Corporaticn in Schwylkill County. PFPlease be ed
that both of these casee have been referred to owr Strike Force atiomeys for
possidle lagal action as required under the Clean Streams Law.

In view of these referrals to our Strike Porce, flather comment {8 not cppropriats
at this time. You may be swre that fiather action will be taken by ths
Department regarding thess two cases. ' |
If you have aty fiarther éuattam, feal free to oontact this Office at any tima.
Very fruly yours,
R i juu, Chief,
Compliance & Admintistration Section
r
. J,'-"/
RJIL:rt o o
C‘*’"’”' .
"
N
26..

ARS500097
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Rush Toanship Env1ronmenta'l Advisory Council
Rush Township Munfcipal Building .

.D. #2, Box 486-A. o e
Tamaqua. Pa. 18252 . e
February 11, 1981 : '

Mr. Cuffard t.. ‘Jones

Cormonwealth of. Pennsylvania
Department:of Env{romenta! Resources
Harr?sburg-’.; Pa., 17120 -

.§

]Dearnr-eones. B T S g

Encl’osqd {ou wilT #ind & cupy of the crdinance establishing the Rush Tmmship .
Environmen Counctl.: The Council members feal that {t 15 absolutley necesswy

that we meet with officials of the Department of Eriviromtental Resources, We - :
would 1ike: to veview the myraid of Envirommental problems that exfst {n our’, £
township tncluding: ‘McAdoo Assocﬂtes, Biversfﬂed Metdls,. Aqmet and Afr. Pr'oducts.

. If this meetfng can be- arranged we would ke ta be brpug,ht up to date o what'" ot
Has been done to overcome these &nd other problems, - Ne feel that & tour of these .

-sites and a2 discussion of each will enable ys .to fcmuu'te plans so that eventua‘lly

we wilT no Yongen te txperiencing poﬂut‘!on from these sftes: -

If &t alt poss1bh we would T1ke you' personaﬂy to attend the pt'opused neetina.f
Ve feel that our Enviromméntal Advisory Council 1s a pioneer attempt st loczl

* government solving local environmental problems. We can assure you that we wm

cooperate with your department uheneVer and wherever possible.

{ou have any questions: or would ‘er to discuss the requested meeting you-
can calyv me at 717-668-0179 any day befare 2:15 p.n.. _

o

Respectfu1 Ty ycurs fcr a bet ter Environment,

.....

o

: ‘George A, Pinkay, Secretar«
' Rush Township Env‘!ronmenta'l Advisory Ceunc??

. . | s R
ARS00098 . 4g
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'Ruah Township Environmental Advisory Cour 1}
Rush Townshiﬁenuatcipal Building

Tamaqua, Pa. 18252
April 26,1981
Mr. Michael Xrempasky
" Division of Planning Assistance
- Bureau of BEnvironmental Planning .
Department of -Environmental manum: . )
Harrtsburc. Pxe 17120 ' 27

Dedn Mr, !reupo.sky; .
/ On Thursday May 14,1981akt94a00 am the Rush ‘rovnlh:l.p Advuqry .
Counecil and membars of the regional staff of the Departaent of = "
Environmental Resources® will tour several of the Invironmental '
problems in Rush.Township, :The tour -wx1l hcgtn at thg Bum rup
llunielpll Buud!.nc :ln Bouotuvttc )

1 o . '.'.1 ':"..

O-s .

i e

The Rush Adv:lsory Couneir'vou.‘..d rppncuto.!.f you uould"(‘ oA

go with us on this tour. Alse; we pntictpat. passage of an’ Snvtronmntal.
Imput Statement .od#fHance in the near future, We would. lm;réuto

your assistance in develeping m uﬁaet athtuont romwnui
for use 1n our tc\mship. : i L ] NS

w- are looking romrd to su:lng you on lhr lbth. -
Respectfully yours,
~ George A. Pinkey

Secretary Rush'Twp, Environmental '~
Advisory Counetil

.

<t
e
- &
-
2
. " AR500099 < ¥ %
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TR el o A,

f“"“'ﬁ Gorne 1 r el b :
oAt % BLANK, ROME, COMISKY & MCCAULEY
Ve !

230 MADIEON &

POUR BENN CENTECR PLAZA

PHILADELPMIA, PENNSYLVANIA 19103 AT7G BISCATNE BQULCVARD
NEW YOAK, HEW TOANR 1007 5 el rvases, FLORIDA 33137
nE-sar-Mme _ 18- 509-38500 408-873-3800
ey —
200C PENNSTLVANIA AVELN. W Wi 710.870-1873 - WLARGOM | 1883 BaLH SErn LARES BLVD.
wARRINATOM, 00 A0 00¢ T TELEEOMER g Rea-liBe S WELT PaLi SLAGH, FLONDA 33401
102-407-7700 . : IG8-008-0100
i .
S5 MADDON AVENUE
HADDONFIELD, N4 08032 . . c
-oc-n:—mo K . CIMTET DIAL NUMBER:

216-5695689
-September 10, 1984

‘Mr. Joseph Svetz = f“

Township Supervisor :

Rush Township Municipal’ Buildinq :
RD #2, Box 486A

Tamaqua, Pennsylvania 18252

Re: Theodore 8311, Inc.s Hometown, PA

' Dear Mr.. Svetzt'

1

I am writing in response to your request during our telephone

' conversation on September 6, 1984. I am happy to confirm that

Theodore Sall, Inc. (Sall) is planning to conduct an environmental
assessment of the piles of wire insulation st:ipplngs located at
Sall's £ac111ty in Hbmetown, PA.‘

The environmental assessment will be conducted under the super-

:vision of Todd Giddings & Associates, Inc. of State College, Penn-

sylvania. The scope of the assgessnment was approved recently by

' the Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Rescurcés (DER) after |

negotiations that extended over many months, The assessment will -

- include collection ’'and analysis of more than 50 samples of the

piles. It will also include analysis of surface water and ground-

‘water samples aid samples ‘of the wastewater treatment plant

1n£1uent and eftluent.

. We have tentatively scheduled field work to commence during
the week of September 17, 1984 and anticipate that 2ll field work
will be completed by the end of October. It will take approximate-
ly 4 to 6 weeks to receive a report of all sample analyses from

‘the analytical laboratory. Thereafter, it will take approximately

3 to € weeks to complete a report that will be submitted to the
DER.

Please let me know 1£ you have any further queations in the
future. -

Very trulr you:s,

kﬁgN G. STONELAKE, JR&?H

BGS/1n

cc: Leo Paradoski <
Kerzry Tyson

AR500100
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BLANK, ROME, COMISKY & MCCAULEY

FOUR PENN GENTER PLAZA

2000 MENNSTIVANIA SVE 1. W " PHILADELPHIA, PENNSYLVANIA 18103 4770 BISCAYNE BOULEVARD
WASHINGTONM, OC 20008 awt, FLOMIGA 33127
10x-487-7700 215-9689-8500 . 308-873-8800 e’
—
89 HADDON AVENUE TWR 710-47Q-1073 * BLAARCOM

1901 FORUM WAY
HADOONMELD, NJ 08033 TELLCOMER 118284 -5200 WEST MLM SCACH, FLOMDA 13404

S09-254+400 308-208-8100

DIRECT DIAL NUMBEN:

| 215-569-5689
- October 8, 198S%

Joseph Svetz, Vice Chairman
Rush Township Supervisors

Rush Township Municipal Building
Box 486A

RD 2

Tamagqua, Pennsylvania 18252

Re: Theodore Sall, Inc., Site Evaluation Report
Rush Township, Schuylkill County, PA

Dear Mr, Svatia:

As a followup to our tslephone convarsation last week,

I am forwarding a copy of an envircnmental sita evaluation report
by Todd Giddings & Associates, Inc. regarding the wire stripping _,
pile of Theodore Sall, Inc. in Rush Township, Schuylkill County,
PA. Most of this pile consists of plastic coverings from tele-
phone wire that was stripped during the process of racycling

" copper for the talephone company. As I mentioned in our conver-
sation, the report indicates that, among other things, the
leachata collaection and treatment system designed and installed
at this sita in the middle 1970's is effective in collecting
leachate from the pile and preventing any contamination of
groundwatser off of tha sitse. Tha company continues to operate a
wastewater treatmant plant to treat the lsachata collected by
the system and this treatment plant is currently operated in -
compliance with its existing wastewater discharge permit. After
further consultation with the Department of Environmental
Resourcaes, Theodors Sall, Inc. intends to design and install
certain erosicn and sedimentation control measures to assurs that
none of the wirs strippings will migrate from the sits during
periods of extreme rainfall or snow nelt, ‘

. For the abova reasons, and other reasons stated in the
report, the company beliaves that it is reasonable to maintain
the pile in place. Currently, the company has no immediate plans
to remove the pile. However, it recognizes that some Township

AR5001.03 3



ELANK,

Page Two

ROME, COMISKY & McCAULEY

Joseph Svetz, Vice Chairman
October 9, 1985 :

-

.regidents would prefer‘that~the pPile be removed. we believe

this desire is based on esthetic reasons and do not believe tha£
there is any sound environmental reason for taking such drastic

' measures. However, the company is continuing to explore

possible uses for the wire strippings and would be happy: to
discuss any alternatives or suggestions that you might be able
to offer. Unfortunately, it dces not appear that Mr. Tonelli's
company has any current interest in recycling any of the plastic
in the pile. : -

stncérely youri,

ag.q_a‘mu G. STONELAKE, JR.

BGS/1a .~ -

Enclosu#gtfy3‘l

cc: lLeo Paradoski
Kexry_tyson

ARS0010k



4™ DIATRICTY
JAMES J. RHOADIS

PLEASS REPLY TG4

o SENATE BCST OFFICK
THE STATE CAPITOL
HARRISAURG, PA. 17128
x ROGM 208, CITY HALL
POTTEVILLE, PA. 17800%
a 130 £. CEINTRE STREEY
MAHANGY CITY, PA. 17048

COMMITTELS
L]
SAME & MSHEMES, CHAIRMAN
EDUCATION, YIOR CMAIRMAN
AGING ANE YOUTW
AGRICULTURE ANG RURAL AFFAIRS
APPROPRIATIONS
ENVIRONMENTAL AESOURCES & ENERGY
e ]
JOINT LESISLATIVE AR AND WATER
POLLUTION CONTROL ANE COMSERVATION
coOMMITTER

LESISLATIVE DATA PROCISSING
CONNITTIE

HILRITR COUNCIL
PHEAA BOANE OF DIRESTOAS

December 4, 1984

Mr. Danial Pinkey
R.D. #2, Box 139
Tamaqua, PA 18252
Dear Daniel:

Thank'you for contacting me regarding a waste
plle in Hometown.

Daniel, I have forwarded the sample to a tasting
agency and awalt their respomsa. As soon as I receive
any information, I will forward it to you. Please be
" assured of my genuine concern in this critical matter.

In the meantime, 1f you hear anything or desire
further action, please feel free to contact me. The
services of my office are always available to you.

With warm regards,

Sincerely,

W
AMES}J. RHOADES
Atatg Senator

JJR:pae

AR500105
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COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA
DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL RESOURCES
'Bureau of Solid Waste Management
Wilkes Barre Regional Office
. 90 East Union Street - 2nd Floor
Wilkes Barre, Pennsylvania 18701 (717)826-2516

Decerber 21, 1984
L —_— DEL 261984
. Tha Honcrable James J. Rhoades .- ' | = = .
Room 205, City Hall

Pottsville, PA 17901 = - - ° . =

'De;x Senator Rhoades:

" RE:s Letter of Decenber 4, 1984
Inquiry About Theodore Sall Inc,
Eastern Diversified Metals '

* “Rush ‘Iumshi.p, Schuylkill County

'macanpledwastemterm: mhdttedmymand:eceivedbyﬂwebq;artmnt
on December 7, 1984 is from Theodore 8all Inc., also known as Eastern
Diversified Metals, Rush Township, Schuylkill Ocunty. The Bureaus of Water -
Quality Management and Solid Waste Management have been actively working con
this case since 1983. Several issues have been discussed between Theodore
Sall Inc,, Bureau of Water Quality Management, and the Bureau of Salid Waste
Managenent ard DER attorneys in Bar.rilbu:g these include: wviclations for

above NPDES limits, and improper murface water management; Bureau
or §01i4 Waste Management violations of the illegal exstence of the waste
pile, and the need for its proper sampling to determine its classification and
regulatory status as either a residual or hazardous waste., Discussions have
also included the problems of leachate seeps and groundvater monitoring. The
Department has sent Notice of Viclaticns, one dated May 27, 1983 from Paul
Koval, Bureau of Water Quality Management, stating viclations for discharge
standards and improper surface water management, and a Notice of Violaticn
dated March 23, 1983 from Willlam R. Adams, S0lid Waste Operations Supervisor,
for illegal dispesal of solid waste (the waste pile). Our legal staff has been
czn;tanti;:drmof thepmbla:auﬂhasbemmpplyingaﬂvhamnqaamt
actions correspondence. .

The Bureau of Solid Waste mnagsmnt is mrrent.ly pursuing a deteminatlon of
the proper classification of the saste pile through a sampling and analysis
plan request and this will provide the data necessary for the later development
. of a proper closure plan, In Jarmary 1984, a letter to Theodore Sall from

Mr. Theodore Geary, Chemist, Bureau of Solid Waste Management, set forth the
general requirements for a sanpling and analysis plan. Theordore Sall responded
by hiring Todd Giddings and Associates, Consulting Hydrogeologists, to prepare
the sampling plan. On July 26, 1984, a review af the sampling plan submitted
by Theodore Sall sas campleted and major deficienclies were noted. The plan was
then amended, and drilling in the wasta pile for samples began but was dis-
continied after difficulties and vas eventually postponed due to winter weather

ARS00106
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The Honorable James J. Rhoades o 2 December 21, 1984 Y,

cenditions. This sampling must be conducted so the wasts can be properly classi,
fied and a closura plan prepared. The Department is awaiting the conpletion of
this sampling plan inplementation and the next phasa of closurs planning. .

In addition, EPA has been involved, Tha sita was investigated in the

preliminary assessment stage of the CERCIA (Superfund) Program on January 30,
- 1984. 'The preliminary assessment was performed by NUS, the responsibla EPA -
consultant, A report is presently being prepared by WUS which should present
an opinion cn the need for further actiocn under Superfund based cn potential
hazards and envircnmental impact. ' ‘

If you have any questions, feel fres to contact my office at (711) 826-2516.
~ Sincerely,' . ’

o/
DJL:RMM :ame
‘ect R. Allen (12'7'84 log)
. cﬂster ’
M, Carmon
Fils -
Chron.

ARS00107 33
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Saute of ﬁumglhanm
January 31, 198s S
B&é! Mr. Daniel Pinkev '_--'-'*-w-'- a e
Nicholas Doscnedictu, Becratary : .
Comnocnwealth of Permsylvania .

at Depertaent of Eavircozental he
._ﬁ jlaorg -fmus

Fulton Building
Third and Locust Straeta.
P. O, Box 20683 - «

[ W R ey
s

Pleass !Lnd enclosed a capy of thctnpoau I received =~ i ..
from Mr, David J. Laneresux, Rs 1 80144 Wastse Manager,

regud!ns tbe sauple of materisl I asked to de o« . N
TUTU 1 am very pléased to leam that i Teparement of AR
.z:rvi.:manul nsougcu has been aware of t.hif.aimtion ‘and R

has taken the nacessary staps to detarmine the extent of
contamination. However,. I must tupeettuuy uqmt your
intarvention into this matter. .

In oy first letter to you I aszked for a list of the
sample’s couponents and their envircmmental and teslth impact,

'Mr, Lameresux's :uponu did not include this.

I truly sappreciste your cencern in this matter and I
applaud the Dcputmznt't. efforts.

If you luve my fu:thcr questions, please feel frae to
contact me. _

Thank you very uuch for our tine md effort.
" With warm regards, .
'S:I.nctrelyl..
' Iu.

JAMES J. HBOADES
- State Senator .

ST 0T Tiakseolns %6



15TH DISTRICT :
JAMES J. RHOAD:S o . SR . COMMITTEES
PLEASE REMY TO: L T .
SINATE pOsT orrice

. THE STATE CAPITOL .
. HARRISBURG, PA 17120
-/ 123 MAMANTONGO STREXT
POTTSVILLE. PA 179018

o’ 32 €. CENTEIR STREET
MAHANGQY CITY, PA 1T048

QAME AND FISHERIES, CHAIAMAN
EOVCATION, VICE CHAIRMAN

AGING ANG TOUTH

AGRICULTURE AND AURAL AFFAIAS
APBROPRIATIONS

ENVIRONMENTAL RESOURCES AND ENESAGY

JOINY LEGISLATIVE AIR AND WATER
* POLLUTION CONTROL AND CONSEAVATION
CoOMMITTRER

MILRITE COUNCIL
FHEAA BOARD OF DINRCTORS
LOCAL SOVERMMENT COMMIBSION

March 21, 1985

Geo:gePinkey
RD 2 =
‘Lmqua BA'].,8252
I’leaseﬂndcnclosedampyoftheletterlmceivadfmm
Mr. James W. Chester, Regional Bmvirormental Protection Director, .
t of Envirommental Resources, rega:dingthesanphmterial
_ } thﬂm&mﬂem&n IncfEasternDiwrsiﬁedHetals
-/ | waste pile. :

Upon your reviewal of this letter, if.ymhavemyquesdms
pleasefeelfreetocmtactm. o

Once again, ﬂmwkymforbdngingdﬁsmtmmmyattmtim
Wi.thwam:egards

Enclosure

ARS00110

P &l AT W w4



COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA
DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL RESOURCES

Cffica of Eivircrmental Protecticn
90 East Union Street - 2nd Floor
Wilkes-Barre, Pennsylvania 18701-3296
’ (717) 826-251l1

Mar o haae
TR x

sitie

. The Honorable James J. Rhoades
Senata Of Pennsylvania

123 Mahantongo Street

Pottsville, FA 17901

Dear Senator Rhoades:

Iha:vebes\askedto:eplytoym:lettar to Secretary DeBenedictis, dated
Jarmary 31, 198% in which you ask further clarification and detail to your -
initial inquiry of Decenber 4, 1984.

I have read Dave lamereaux's reply to your December 4 letter and I believae it

to be carprehensive and to the point, However, I can understand your question -
on exact chemical constituents of the material in your sample, Becausse wa are

awvaras of the scurce of the material in your sample, we believe that an analysis
otthesanplumuldpmdmanomocmﬂmatimthanwehmmanﬂablctous

now and therefore we did not perform an analysis on the sample. Please consider
the following as a description of the contents of your sample.

Tha Theodors Sall, Inc./Eastern Diversified Metals process was simply a wire
reclamation procedure which ratrieved the metal corponent of wasta utility
(ccated) wirs, Both operators at tha plant used a physical, non~chemical
process to separata the metal cors of the wirs and stored tha finely chopped
plastii c:.:;lccatingasamtaprcductmmeirpmputy This is the mterial
n your -,

Asfaras&md:eﬁcalcmsummuottmmtedalymsuhultted,cmsider
the zatarials prasent in coated wire: a metal element (usually copper) a
binder to adhers tha insulating ccating to cne wire and the insulation itself,
To reflect and monitor the enviroomental inpact of the chemical constituents
of the wasta material, tha Bureau of Water Quality Management has designated
parameters to. be monitored accarding to the facility's Naticnal Polluticn
Pischarge Elimination System permit, This permit requires treatment of leachata
couectadfmt!nvastapuaarﬂdi:mthepmtmertoamlyu,ma :
weekly basis, the following:

1) S-Day Biochemical Oxygen Demand - This is a measuras of the
- demand for oxygen which this treated wastevater will exert
when it enters a receiving straam;

2) 'Ibtals.mpaﬂed&udn-nmasunotmsoudscmtmtd
thepem:ltteed.lsdmxge:

y.e
. L)

e
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Tra Honorable Jam=s J. Rhoades _ o SRR
Senate of Pennsylvania | =2- ' March &, 1985

3) Ammnia Nitrogen - This is an _Jorcra'n.i.c form of nitrogen which
derives fram another form of aitrogen (urea) which is a -
. component of the binder which I described before; urea is

,alsoaddedtothevastewat.ertreatmntphnttonainMna
mtximtbalanceinits sc!m:

h_&pper-mismbalisthecmstimentotthecoreofthe
© wire under processing; - -

'8} zZinc - 'Ihismmumitoredmlybwseltm :
significantly increase the effects of copper in the treated
%sdaa:geand the :ece.i.v:l.ng st:eam, them.ttlc Sdmylk:ll.'l.
.River,

6) Phenols-'misi. aclasscterganiccmpunﬂsw!ﬁchamalso
' 'ua::ponentot binde.rusedtnthawireunderrec.lmticn.

: 'Tb;se, then are the main d:enial mtituents whicbcan bea prcmcedby the 'f :
.. waste pile, You should also know that a camplete chemical analysis of the -

: groundwater in the area and of the leachate generated by the pile will be

.takenbythepresentowner,uﬂhmeakeadybeentakenbyrepresaﬂmtivesaf
,meu.s.mvtmmmummqmthemozma. '

Ihiscase,likemnyothers,addmsesthepresencearﬂusedsevemm

- and chemicals which may or may not pose any envirormental problems, depending

on quantities present and the existence of route for exposure to the materials,
Thiscriﬂcalquesttonwiubeansmreduponcmpletionofthemmaseofme
Superfurd process.

Ilnpet!atthisinfomatlonhasb&ncfmtelpinmringym:qmcem.

t:uly yours,

v/ %&r

w. CEBI'ER
Regional Envirormental
Frotectien Director

JWC:NL:WE‘M mab

cc: R. A.'I.lm (2'4'85 ch) '
' L. Kuchinski

D. Lamereaux , o e,
M. Carmmon '

Chron,

BR500142
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,.ml:r. UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY

3 , REGION Iit ¢
m, : - 841 Chestnut Building

"o Philadeiphia, Pennsylvania 19107

CERTIFIED MAIL " N - o
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED
In Reply Refer To: JMW1Z

Daniel Pinkey
" RD2, Box 139
~ Tamaqua, PA’ 18252

Ret Eastern Diversified Metals $ita ~
Home town, Schuylkﬂl County, PA

Dear Mr. Pinkeya o _ )

_The !twironnenta]. ?rotection A;ency (E?A) is seeking infomtion
concerning & release, or the threst of a release, of hazardous substances
into the environment. Pursuant to the suthority of Section 3007(e) of
the Resource Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA), 42 U.8.C. $6927(2),
and Section 104(a) of CERCLA, 42 U.8.C. §9604(e), you are requested to
furnish all information and documentl in your possession, which concern,
refer, or ralate to, but not limited to, hazardous wastes snd/or substances -
as defined by Section 101(14) of CERCLA, 42 U.S.C. § 9601(14), and any
type of substances or materials vhich were transported to, stored, or
disposed of at the Eastarn Diversified Metals Site located spproximately
1000 (one~thousand) feet off the I.:lncoln Avemue. in Hometown, Schuylkill
County, Pennsylvania. .

The response should !.nclude;' but' noi: be limited to, information and
documentation conceming:

l. ‘rhe typu ‘and quantil:in of the mbstmcu sent to the !utcrn Divoni!:led‘
. .Ha:als Site; :

Cpy

2. The date(s) tuch l'ubouncu wen sen: to l:he Ennrn Divers:l.ﬂed He:all
Site, : . -

3. “The nt'nflc'(i.e.‘,'ﬁquid,' 'l'oli'd". 'br guéot.u) 6! the substances sant to
the Eastern Diverli!icd Metals Site, and the manner in ‘'which the substances

wera treated, stored or d:l.cpoted (1.es, drummed or uncontuned. placed 1n
lagoons, landfilled, placed in piles, etc.); '

4y Any cotrupondence between you cud any rcguhl:ory agenciu rcgarding
.such substances; _

. ARSO00I1L
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5. Any correspondence bu:wun you and any th!.rd party reglrd‘l.ng such W/
substances; \

H. The identity of, and documents relating to, any other person or company
which generated, stored, tresated, transported, disposed, or who arranged for

the storage, trsatment, disposal, or transportation of such substances to the
Eastern Divcrsiﬂcd_ Metals Site;

7. Copies of any deeds, righta~of-way, leases, or othar rui estate or pro-
perty intarests you have in the Eastern Diversified Metals Sits;

8. A description of any dealings you may have had with Theodore Sall, Ine.
and coples of any type of documents in relation to such dealings; )

9. A deaacription of any and all dealings you may have had with the Eastern
Diversified Matals Corp. and/or Diversified Industries, Iac., including but
not limited to any and all documents which relate to such dealings.

Please describs any documents that were mintained by you of the
transactions with the Zastern Diversified Matals Site includicg the dates
of the documents, the auther of the documents, the current location of tha
documents and the currant custodian, and all o!foru that weras takea to
identify thasa documants.

All information and documents requested ars dus to the address isted

below within ten (10) calendzr days of receipt of this letter. Send all the
information tot '

Prancisco Barbz, Compifance Officer

CERCLA Remedial Enforcement Section (3HW1I2)
U.S, EPA, Region II1I -

841 Chestnut Building

Philadelphia, PA 19107

As usad herein, the tarm “documents” means writings (handuritten, typed
or otherwisa produced or reproduced) and includes, but {s not limited to, any
{nvoices, checks, recaipts, bills of lading, weight raceipts, toll recsipts,
correspondance, offars, contrscts, agreemeits, deeds, leasss, manifests, li-
censes, permits, bids, proposals, policles of insurance, logs, bodcks of orig~ -
inal entry, minutss of meetings, memorands, notes, calendar or diary entries,
‘agendas, bulletins, notices, announcemants, charts, maps, photographs, bro=
chures, drawings, manusls, teports of scientific study or investigations,
schedules, price lists, talegrams, teletypes, phono-records, magnetic voice or
video racords, tapes, summaries, magnetic tapes, punch cards, recordings,
discs, computer printouts, or other data compilation from vhich {nformation
can be obtained or tranalated.

AR500115 ¥



You are entitled to assert a claim of business confidentiality covering

any part of the submitted information, in the manner described in 40 C.F.R..
Secl:ion 2.203(b). Informatfon subject to & claim of business confidentislity
will be made available to the public only in accordance with the procedurss
set forth in 40 C.F.R. Part 2, Subpart B. Unless & business confidentiality
claim 1s asserted at the time the raquested information 1is submitted, EPA
may make this information available to the public without further notice to
Yyoue

: )

The factual and legal discussions contained in thig letter are intended
solely for notification purposes. They are not intendad to be and caa not
be relied upon 2s a final Ageacy position on any matter set forth herdin.

If you have any questions phuc contact Mr. !‘rnnd.sco Barba at (215)
597-8309. ‘

8incerely,

GJ-/M
l ce P. Smith, Chief -
- Hazardous Waste Enforcement Branch

'Enclosure(s): Location Map

ce: Donald A. Lazarchik, PADER
Gene Lucero, EPA = QWPE -

AR500116
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#% 7™,  UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
] 3 REGION i
MJ , 841 Chestnut Building

- Phitadalphia, Pennsylvania 19107

- JUL 3 0 1988

Mr. Daniel Pickey
RDZ, Box 139 ' .
Tamaqua, PA 18252 ‘

Re: Eastern Diversified Matals Site
Hometown, Schuylkill County, PA

Dear Mr,. Pinkey:

We have not received your respouss to our information request
letter dated April 2, 1986. The information raquested was dua
wvithin ten (10) calendar days of receipt of that letter.

1f you feel that the information that you provided to our
contractor's personnel (Techlaw, Inc.) during an interview is all
you have to contributs, pleass send us a letter indicating this and
we will accept your respouss.

I will te expcéting & written response from you within ten (10)

" calendar days of receipt of this lettsr. If you have any questions,
pleasa call me at (215) 597-8309.

Sinccrnlf, |
s [onte

Francisco Barba, Compliance Officer
PA CERCLA Remedial Enforcement Section

_ Rorlgwl ¥o
AR500117
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s-preualent

“-and persustent ~

. Carl G.‘_‘Gl'lstafSOl'l, Frder:al Water Quallty ‘Ad_mlnlﬂmfion."dthens, Ga. ..

D“ﬁ“l the past three y"“' -

special class of compournds, called

polychlorinated biphenyls (pcn’s), has - -

claimed the attention of ecologists and

' pesticide analysts in this country.
These compounds were aot discovered . -
in the snvironment until 1966 in Swe- .

den and 1967 in the US., despite the

fact that they have been availabie com-

" mercially for 40 years. Interest in pca’s
" has arisen because they are frequently

found in fish, bird, water, sediment,

and other environmental samples when
such samples are sxamined for chlori-
nated pesticide residues. That 3 wide

" variety of samples containing pcs’s has

been collected from England, Scandi-

navia, The Netherlands, Antarctica,

Central America, and many different
parts of the US. makes them truly
ubiquitous pollutants,

- Polychlorobiphenyls are made by
substituting chlorine atoms for one or
more of the hydrogen atoms at the

The Monsanto Co. stated recently in a

. letrer 1o Congressman William F,

Ryan of New York that as of Augunt
30, it would no longer sell rcw's 10
customers for use in general plasticizer
operations where disposal of the end-
products cannot be controlled, After

some lag period—1the time it takez to |

eventually dispose of the products

‘made from vcy's and currently in

processor's inventories—the quantity
of ¥Cu's getting into the environment

‘may be substantiaily reduced. If -

Monsanto's jormer customers look for
PCB substitutes, rather than purchasing
FPCY's from manufacturers in Japan

. “and Europe, the projected dccrem
, could become a reaiity,

Carl G. amfm '

' g14 Eavirsamental Science & Technology

.
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.numbered pbiitions of the blphenyl

' lnthcprocess of replacing hydrogen
atoms with chlorine atoms, d"_lnrge
number of substitution combinations

biphenyl isomers are possible,’ 12 di-
chiorobiphenyl isomers, 21 tfichloro-

 biphenyl isomers, and so on. Theoreti-
. cally, 210 compounds can be prepared

by this substitution process; a typical
example would be 2,4, 6.24-penu-
chlorobiphenyl.

Whenever aromatic® hydmrbons'

such as biphenyls are chlormmd. the
product is a mixture of compunds, in-
cluding tsomers. It is quite difficult
to synthevize single, specific chioro-
biphenyl compounds in the: laborstory
unless involved procedurgs are em-
ployed. Consequently few &f the indi-
vidual compounds have been prepared
in the pure form for study.

In the commercial process for re
manufacture, biphenyl is chlorinated
with anhydrous chiorine in tafl cy-
lindrical towers with either iron Alings

" or ferric chloride as the catalyst, The -

by-product is hydrogen: chloride: the

. product is a mixture of several rcy’s,
~ The degree of chlorination is deter-
- mined by measuring the specific gravity
-of the ‘mixture or, when the product -

is more viscous, the ball-and-ring soft-

‘ening-point test is used. The whole pro-

cess takes from 12 10 36 hours. .
.In the U.S,, the sole manufacturer

of pch's is the Monsanto Co., which
.- markets them under the Eade npame

‘Intensified research is needed to minimize their dangers

. Aroclor, PCB'S ars alsb manufactured

in Europe and Japan, under trade
names such as Phenochlor and Clo-
phen. The various Aroclors are dif-

-ferentiated by ‘a four-digit number.
~with the last two digits indicating the
.‘percentnge of chlorine in the mixture.

Prop«un
The three most important phnict!

- properties of the pce's are low vapor

pressures (they have - high boiling

"points), low water solubility, and high .
atise. For example, three monoch!oro-

dielectric constants. They are mis-

‘cible with most organic solvents and

compatible with many types of poly-’
mers, Although some individual poly-
chlorobiphenyl compounds are crys-
talline, the Aroclor mixtures are either

quunds Of redins.

‘The chemical properties that make
pca’s desirable industrial materials are

" their excellent thermal stability, their
* . trong resistance to both acidic- and

basic hydrolysis, and their general in-

-ertness. They are quite resistant to
‘oxidation. Monsanto reports, in 2 tech-
- mical bulletin on pca’s, that they can

be heated to 140° C. under 260 ps.i. of
oxygen pressure “without showing any
evidence of oxidation as judged by cle-

.velopmem of acidity or tormauon ot
sludge.”

The physiological propertles of the

- PCB's make them potentially significant
.contaminants of the environment. For
- any pollutant, two factors are involved:

acute toxicity, which is immediately .

. avident because of a high death rate or .

other maiming effect; and chronic tox-
icity, which is the result of a: slow mc-

- cumulation of the poison in the body .

and is s sublethal effect. Whenever ,

.. scute toxicity is high, a pollutant will

be readily recognized and sppropriate :
remedial actions will be introduced, 18, ;
on the other hand, acute toxicity & h-w,:j.-
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iological effects will go un.
my:nﬁl the chronic effects make
themseives evideot. When this happens,
the problem may have advanced be-,
yond immediate or easy correction.

_ Agute toxicity

All studics of PCB's in animals indi.
cats that acuts toxicity is not a signiff-
cant factor. Their acute toxicities are
on the order of thoss of other chiorie
nated aromatic compounds. Monsanto
has sponsoted two investigations of
the acuts toxicities of Arocior mix.
tures. [o the first, at the Kettering
Laboratory at the Univenity of Cin-
cinnati, Dr. J. P, Treon and his co-
workers investigated the toxicity of
Aroclor vapors for guinea pigs, mics,
rabbits, and rats. All animals survived

2 24-day exposure to 0.83 ppm. of .

Aroclor 1242 for 7 hours. per day on
17 of those days. Even aftef mors pro-
longed tests, there were no severe ef-
fects from Arocloc 1142, In the second
investigation, still in process, three
groups of beagles are fed Aroclor 1242,
1254, and 1260, respectively, at a rats
of 100 p.p.m. in their diets. After three
months no significant abaormaliti

have beea noted,’ .-

Similar studies on fish have been

formed in several laboratories. Dr,
Richard Schoettger of the Sport Fishe
eries and Wildlife Fish-Pesticlde Re-
search Laboratory in Columbia, Mo.,

.. reports that 96 hour-TLy, toxicities of

the Aroclors to trout range from 1.17
o 60 p.p-m. Compared to DT, whoss
96 hour-TLy, toxicity is 0.002 to 0.009
p.p.m. for trout, the rCB’s have » rela-

lively low acute toxicity. With the more

sensitive bluegill, the 96 hour-tLy, for
Aroclor 1248 is 0.278 p.p.m., while
that of ot is 0.008 p.p.m. Aroclor tox-
icities appear to be inversely propor.

tional to the chlorine content of the

mixture. . ]

Shellfish, oysters, and shrimp are
more sensitive to rce’s. Dr. Tom
Duke, at the Bureau of Commercial

Fisheries Pesticide Field Statiom, res

ports 100% mortality of juvenile pink

shrimp exposed to 0.10 p.p.m. of Aro-

clor 1254 in water for 48 houn, Thia
coucentration of Aroclor 1254 will

- " cause & 100% decreass in sheil growth
I - of oysters after 96 hours. To achieve

the same effects with oDT in these ex-
periments, only 0.0006 p.p.m. and 0.0}
P-p.m., respectively, wete required. -

;. There is very little evidence that
C3's are toxic to insects. Studies to
Jate show that they are less toxic than

- 4
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dicidrin or DoT. As with fish, their tox.
icity appears to be inversely propor-
tional to the chlorine content of the
mixture, o

Based on the above data, it is up.
denstandable why the polychiorobi-
phenyls, commercially available for
40 years, have only recently attracted

attestion as toxic environmental con-

taminants,
Chronis toxicity

The chronic toxicities of rca's pre.
sent a mors disturbing situation; several
chronic effects have been observed, It
way discovered, quite by accident, that
PCB's bave a toxic effect on chickéns.
Professor B. L. McCune and his co-
workers at the University of Missouri
found their chickens dying after they
were placed in a feeding house, parts
of which bad been freshiy painted with
an. epoxy paint. Careful investigation
revealed that the toxic factor was Aro-
clor 1242, a binder in ths paint, When

Aroclor 1242 was fed to the chicks it
produced the same characteristic effects

as chick edemsa factor. McCuns 1e-
ported: “Gross pathology included hy-
dropericardium, hydraperitonium, eae

larged beart, liver, and kidneys, and -

hemorrhap of internal organs. Mi-

croscopically the Kidpeys showed
marked tubular dilation and gumerous
mu."

Another chronic effect of rca'y is -

related in wildfowl. The accumulation
ot high concentrations of chiorinated
hydrocarhons in birds resuited in dis.
ruption of normal breeding bebavior

and in the formation of thin-shelled .

eggr. A dramatic exampls of this effect
has been observed in the caw of the
brown pelican. On the Anacapa Islands
off the California coast, no young were
hatched last year from 300 pairs of
nesting birds. The shells of most eggs
laid were 5o thin that a dent occurred
when the egg waa picked up, ‘
- There ars two possible causes for

- the laying of thin-shelled eggs by wild-

fowt. One is & low caicium reserve in
the bird; the other is the inability of
the bird to deliver the peeded calcium
to its oviduct, whers the eggpbiell fs
forming. ‘The calcium fevel in the avian
biosystern and the calcium reserve in
the secondary bone structure or medul.
{ary booe, found only in female birds
when they ‘are breeding, are coatrolled
by the bormons estrogea. A Righ e
trogen ieval is associated with the fore
mation of this calcium reserven Chlos
rinated hydrocarbons, such as oor,

-
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chlordane, dieldrin, and pcw'y, activate
enzymes in the liver which transform
estrogen into a more water-soluble
compound that is readily eliminated
from the bird's body. This means that
when estrogen levels are low, calcium
reserves will also be {ow, and there.
fore very little calcium will be avail-
able for strong eggshell production.
Dieldrin and ®cp's are more effective
than poT in this type of eazyme-induc-
tion activity. Aroclor 1262 has an es-

tradiol degrading potential four to five -
times that of p,p/-oDE or techmical .

grade DDT. .

The ability of the female bird to
deliver calcium to her oviduct during
the last 20 hours, when the eggshell is
being formed, is related to the func.
tioning of the entyme carbonic an-
hydrase. When birds that have ex-
hibited the ability to lay normal eggs
are injected with a metabolite of not
(ooE) just priof to the formation of

the eggshell, they will lay thinshelled . . -

eggs. This indicates that por also ine

hibits the activity of carbonic anby-
drase, the enzyme that controls the ..
flow of caicium from the blood stream

of the bird into its oviduct.
Since dieldrin scems to have no
effect on carbonic anhydrase, we may

assume that neither do the rcr’s. How.

ever, thase compounds dejay breeding

time significantly. Many ornithologists
feel that late breeding has a strooger
. influence on the reduction of bird !

populations than does the laying of
thin-shelled eggs. 1{ this is true, rca'’s

are a more potent threat than pot to° "

our declining bird populstions, es-

peciaily for predatory birds that ac- |-
cumuiate fairly high levels of pca’s be. . -
cause they eat smaller animals that al- -

ready have concentrated pca’s in their
own tissues. S
. Other investigators have produced

“evidence to show that pca's are simi-
lar.to oot in their activity. Dr. Joseph .

Street at Utah State Univenity has

shown that when »cB's accumulate in
the liver, they induce microsomal en-

zyme activity by bringing about more
rapid metabolism of drugs, insecticides,
and other foreign compounds. He fed

rats a diet containing 50 pp.m. of .

-Aroclor 1254 or Aroclor 1260. After

. .. 10 days on this diet, the test animals -
. were administered hexobarbitol at a

dose of 100 p.p.m. to induce sleep,
In comparison with a control group,
the sleeping time for these rats was
reduced by 65 to 80%. Street also

found that Aroclor, when fed at the -

ology

]
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“same fevel, will reduce dieldrin stor-

age in adipose tissue by 90 to 95%; in-

“grease - aniline oxidation by 200 to
- 300%: and increase BPN detoxication
-9y 430 to 470%. In addition, the PC3's
“, cause activation of organothiophos-
“phate compounds, which adversely af-

fect the system. This latter effect coun-

terbalances the detoxification 9!‘ diel- .

drin.

Normally, when a substrate activates
‘an enzyme, it is converted to & water- -
- soluble form that will be eliminated
-from the system: however, this s not

the casc with ‘pce’s. Because they re-

_main in the system for prolonged pe-

riods of time, their eazyme induction

- sctivity is always present. In this way
- .the norma) concentration of important
bedy chcmicals may be lowgred 1o the

T,

point of bringing about mallunci
in the system. For example, Stree!
~ licves that the PCa's bring about st
degradation. which can lead to ali
endocrine relationships.

The chronic toxicity to mman
follows: '

Like the chlorinated naphthalen
the chlorinated diphenyls hu
two distinct actions on the bor
- namely, a skin effect and a to
action on the liver. The les
‘peoduced in the liver is an ac
yetlow atrophy. This hepato-u

- sction of the chiorinated
*- phenyls sppears to be increa
il there is exposure lo carl
" tetrachloride at the same ti
The higher the chlorine conten
the diphenyl compound, the
", toxic it is liable to be. Oxider
chlorinated diphenyls are n

¥
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tosic than the unoxidized ma-
terials.

skin flesion is kndwn ay
;gi:racne. and consists of small

i d dark pigmentation of
3‘.‘.“31“ .o areas‘.pi:{tr:ally. Later,
comedones and pustules develop.

rsons who have suifered
systemic intoxication, the usual
signs and SYmploms arc nausea,
vomiting, loss of weight, jaundice,
edema, and abdominal mn,
Where the liver damage hag Been
severe, the patieat may pass iato
coma and die. :
N. Irving, “Dangerous Prop-
s of Industrial Materlals,” 3rd
&d., Yan Nostrand-Reinhold, New
York, 1968, :

The ubiquity of pca's is related to
the wids spectrum of applications that
have been found for them. The largest
single use of pca's is related to their
electrical properties—as coolant-insy.
jation Guids in transformers. For this

the Aroclors are alw sold
undey such trade names as Chiorextol
{Allis-Chalmers Mfg. Co.), Dykanol
(Federal Pacific Electric Co.), Iner-
teen {Westinghouss Electric Co.), No-
flamot (Wagner Electric Ca.), Pyranol
{General Electric Co.), and Thermi.
nol {Monsanto Co.).

Other uses of rca's include formula-
tion into ballasts for fluorescent fix+
tures; impregnation of cotton and as-
bestos for braided insulation of elec-
trical wiring; & plasticizer in wire and

. cable coatings; capacitors and askare)-

type transformers; and plasticizers of
vinyl chloride polymer films. Because
of theic thermal stability and fire re-
sistance, the pce’s also find application
In high-pressure hydraulic fuids, spe-
cialized tubricants and gasket sealers,
heat transfer agents, and machine tool
cutting oils. Miscellaneous. uses in-
clude: formulation into some epoxy

paints; protective coatings for wood,

metal, and concrete; adhesives; and in
carbonless reproducing paper. One of
the primary manufactursrs of carbon.
less reproducing paper also sells Aro-
clors in an encapsulated forma.
Generally the kinds of applications
described above mean that the rca’s
will be in many types of products that
tventyally find their way to the domes-
tic market. When used ia manufacturs

of baliasts for fluorescent ficrurcs they -

will bs found in kitchens, bathrooms,
- stores, and offices throughout the coun-
uy, Wherever office forms are used

. -4 that do pot use carbon paper, ons may

: fiad rea’s formulated into the micro-

.-capsules of dye that comprise the re-

R P
* .

. Heplachlor
Aldrin
Heptachlor Oxide
0CE

Lindan

5.0' DOT

'J e
FL

Gas chromatogram A is of a standard pesticide mixture, 8 is typical of Arocior 1254,
and A 4 8 is the chromatogram of & 50 : 50 mixture of both, The concantration of
Arcclor 1254 is approximately 10 times those of the pesticides in A, hence it is un»
derstandable why PCA's were not readily recognizad in pesticide chromatogramas.

" Gas chromatograph (Packsrd 7620) conditions: gas flow 80 mi./min. nitrogen; tem-

peratures-—cven, 210° C., inist, 230° C,, detector, 2138° C.; N(* electron capture
detector; §' X 14“ glass column packed with 8% SE-30 on Chromosord Q 8090

mesh, .

producing layer of the business form,

rce’s have also been found on the .

transparent receipts used in credit card
charge forma. As plasticizers thcy can
be expected to appear in many con-

. sumer plastics. -

Since the chronic toxicities are so
significant, it becomes important to
know just how extensively the pch's
are distributed in the ecotystem, and

_iu;t'h:m they find their way into

ARSO00121

" the environment. Rainwater in En-

gland, browa seals off the coast of
Scotland, white-tailed eagles in Swes
den, cod in the Baltic Ses, mussels in

. The Netherlands, adelie penguin eggy

in the Antarctica, brown pelican eggs
in Panama, Arctic terns, shrimp in
Florida, river water in Japan, waters

in the Great Lakes, human hair, and \L/

human adipose tissue—samples of ail .

these have been found to contain »Ca's,
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thus making them 2 class of ‘wigery

dispersed pollutants. S

Readlly absorbed

" The propertics of PCa’s that make
them  industrially - uscful are the
same propecties that cause them to
persist in the environment. These in-
clude thermal stability." resistance to
oxidation and hydrolysis, solubility in
a wide tange of organic solvents, water
insclubility. high dielectric constant,
and compatibility with many types of

_macromolecules. Their resistance to
‘oxidation and hydrolysis also makes
‘pca's more stable and persistent than
por. Consequently, they could even-
. tually accumulate to a higher concen- -
. tration thaa poT, especially if the use .

of poT is sharply curtailed in the U.S.
The solubility of pca'’s in ponpolar

solvents explains why they are readily

absorbed into fatty tissue and into the

- liver. Their resistance to oxidation or

other types of chemical degradation
explains their persistence in the en-
vironment and sccumulation in animal

tissue. The latter effect ‘is enhanced '

both by their insolubility in water and
solubility in organic solvents. Their
chemical inertness and resistance to

acute toxicity. But as they slowly

build up in a living system their con-
.centration approaches toxicity levels,

at which point chronic effects make
themselves evident,
It has been established that fish-eat-

ing birds will accumulate large concen-

tiations of rcB’s, aa in the case of the
white-tailed eagle, which has been
found to have as much as 14,000 p.p.m.
of pcw’s. Peregrine falcons, taken off

the coast of California, were found to -

have as much as 2000 p.p.m. in their

lipid tissue. When shrimp were exposed -
to 10 p.p.b. of Arocior 1254 for 48 -

hours, they accumulated 1300 p.p.b. of
ech’s, which represents & 130-fold con-
centration in & very short time. Oysters,

exposed to an identical concentration -
of Aroclor 1254 for 96 hours and then . ‘tration as pOT, is that pca’s find their
placed in rca-free water for four days, . Y

~still bad a concentration of 33,000

p.p.b. of »ce’s, which coastitutes a

3300-fold concentration. This means .

that even though the concentrations of

. ~ Pcp's are in the parts-per-billion range -

in the environment, their high lipid

_ solubility causes them to collect in fatty

tissues of lower animals and marine

_life. Therefore, ipecies at the top of a

food chain will also accumulate ren’s

in their bodies, particularly in their -

lipid tissue and liver, in much the same

| #18 Eavironmeatat Scince & Tochaalogy

" metabolism account for . their low . - . .

- way - they :lccumular.e poT and other
‘chlorinated pesticides. '
Because of the low solubitity of rca's

. tn water, when a solution or dispersion

of them is discharged into & river or
lake, they will accumulate on the sedi-

ment in relatively high concentrations. '

.Subsequently, they will redissolve very
slowly . in_the water as conditions

‘change. Therefore, it will usually take -

a fong time to flush out a contaminated
area, " . . ‘

. lccldaﬁ@al_nennm«
. - The reason that ca's have not been

. found in the ecosystem as extensively

as pOT. and are not present in environ-
mental samples at as high a concen-

-way into the environment accidentally.

- ties can be utilized, Pca's are not in-
tended to get into the environmest, but
-they do because their unique chemical
propertics prcvent them from being de-

.. ftroyed by our usual waste disposal

_methods. Thus, they inadvertently es-
-cape and become widely dispersed.

.- In Sweden, where the use of pDOT

_has been banned, and where the main
power source is hydroelectric, investi-

gators find that the concentration of
PCB’s in the environment is as high as
that of poT. )

There are several ways by which
PC3's get into the ecosystem. One of
these ia by incineration. Products con-

~taining Pca's, such as carbonless re-

producing paper in business forms,
plastics (especially polymer film and
sheeting that contain pca‘s as plasti-
cizers), spent ballasts from fluorescent

" . light fixtures, and objects coated wiith

rca-formulated coatings, all find their

" way to the city dump or incinerator
_ for burning. The pcu’s.do not burn but

are vaporized. They are then carcied
into the atmosphere, where they collect
on particulate matter and are subte«
quently returnied to the. surface of the

" eanth, into the rivers, lakes, and oceans.
- poT is deliberately spread because this .
. ig the only way its insecticidal proper-

In this way they become widdy dis-

 tributed throughout the global enviroa-
- ment. Ancther source is probably 1and
run-off from industeial wastes and
~ dumps. A third source is the point of
_manufacture -and the plants where

pCB’s arg processed into other products.
They can escape through the plant ven:
tilation and exhaust systems into’ the

. atmosphere and through its waste treat-

ment system into sewers or directly inta
waterways. ‘ .
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1 is interesting to note that the inci-
denee of rcp'yin enﬂr?m.nental same.
ojes is bighest in industrialized and ur.
banized aress. Birds whose ptimary

pabitat is the San Francisco Bay area

jarget concentration of PCy’s

have 2 body weight than thoss lo-

unit of

cated in Bais Calit., which is com- .

lotely rutal, Aquatic life in the Archi-
:gugo of Stockbolm, the most indus-
srialized area of Sweden, were found

{0 have a higher concentration of Pca’s ‘

than fish samples taken from the west-
ern coast of Sweden, & iess developed
area. Sediment samples taken from
southern portions of Lake Michigan
have & higher concentration of rca’s
. than thoss from other parts of the lake.
+ Monsaato states that until & recent
" change in marketing policy (ses inset,
page 814), sales of Aroclors were in-
creasing at the rute of 8% per year.
While this increase does not scem sig-
 pificant, it may be important if the in-
creased consumption was in consumer
products and thus would find their way
+ into our normal solid waste disposal
" . systems. Such an occurrence would
mean a definite increase of Pca residucs
in the environment, and therefore a
marked increase in their chronic tox.
icity effects.

Datectlon .
PCR's were not discovered in eavirons

| mental samples until very recently for

several reasans. First, as indicated
above, they have not been deliberately
distributed - about the ecosystem. Sec-
ondly, because of their relatively low

" acute toxicities, their presence was not

immediately avident. Finaily, they ara
difficult to detect analytically.

The rca's were fint detected as in-
ierforing peaks in the gas chromato-
graphic analysis {a¢) of environmental
samples being analyzed for chlorinated
pesticide residues. When PCh's are prog-
ent in a sample they giva a paitern of

several G& peaks, whose retention times |

are similar to those of dieldrin, poT,
DOE, aldrin, and heptachior oxide, Be-
causq the peaks were not large or
sharp, investigators tended to ignore
them until S, Jensen, in Sweden, and
. R. Risebrough, at the University of
California at Berkeley, identified them
s corresponding 10 common constitue
_ ents of environmental samples being
analyzed for persistent pesticides.

" The problem of the intsrferences of
rer's with the analysis of other chloris
ated pesticides has been largely over-
come by prior treatment of the sam-

. . Ple. Several investigators have used

L S
,".

¢column chromatography to separate
rca's from chlorinated pesticides. At a
recent meeting, sponsored by the
FPwQa's National Water Quality Lab-
oratory, Duluth, Minn., a general pro-
cedure was recommended for separa.
tion of rc’s from pesticides. In this
ptocedure for biosamples, the sample
is extracted with hexane as in cegular
pesticide analysis. It is then partitioned
with acetonitrile to remove fats, the
cleaned-up extract is passed through a
Fluorisil column and then through a
silicic acid column, Fioally, the sample
is analyzed by gas chromatography,
with a chloride-specific detector. In this
way the pesticides are retained on the
silicic acid column for later elution and
identification.

Resaarch needs
To assess fully the significance of
rCE’s as environmental pollutants, ad-

. ditional research is needed. No cne

really knows the extent of the chronic
effects of these chlorinated hydrocar-
bons. Scaw problems that need to be
considered are:

s Although pC¥’s are kncwn to ac
cumulate ia human organs we do not
know at what coacentration they will
begin to exhibit toxic elfects. Will thess
chronic ¢fects be similar to thoss
shown in animals—microsomal ene

Zyme activity, calcium metabolism in--

hibition, and so on? What are other
postible chronic effects?

* Which of the many »Ch come
pounds in the commercially available
mixtucres are responsible {ocr their tox-

. icity? Can commerciai Pc¥ mixtures be
. modified to eliminate the toxic com-

ponents? Pure samples are required to
answer these questions. Al the present
time wark is continuing at the FWQA's
Souytheast Water Laboratoty "to sep-

arate each of the Aroclor mixtures into -

its many components, and to identily

.each component. .
*  We need to know ail the uses for

the rcw's.. Whai is the anoual produc-
tion of rca's? Our knowledge of these
facts is limited and needs to be ex-

panded. Thess facts should be known -

if we are to accurately determine how
they get into the environment, and take
steps 1o prevent further environmental
contamination by them.

* In view of the complexity of the
- isolation and accurate quantitative

analysis of pc»’'s in chlorinated resi-
dues, & straightforward, ynambiguous
measurement of them needs i be de-

veloped,

AR500123

* W .the fate ol rcas 1 uas
ural waters? More needs 10 be known
of their partition coeficients between
bottom sediments and water. This i
vital if we are to estimats how long it
will take for a river bed to clean itself
of contamination. It will also be useful
when assessing the effects of rca’s on
marine {ifs that feed on the bottorns of
lakes, rivers, and estunries. We should
ajso learn more about rcs solubility in
watet of various ionic strengths.

¢ Are present wasts treaiment 1y
tems adequate to handle pc¥'s? Do spe-

* cial measures aced to be taken when

PCB’s amw part of the waste efluent be-
ing treated? )

By uying to get some of these an-
swers now, we may fod that we are in
& position to control the escaps of
PCY’s into the environmeant before ad-
ditional damage is doge, So frequeatly,
action is taken only after it is evident
that massive damags has resulted from-
a -particular pollutant. In the case of
the »c»'s we may have an opportunity
to resolve the situstion befors that
happena, e

Additional Reading
Hubbard, H. L, “Chlorinated

Biphenyd
and Ralated Compounds,” Encyclae
lcﬁenc?"n'ohy. and

pedia of Chem
ad,, 5, intersclence Publ., New York,
N.Y., 1964, pp. 289-298.
Ro;nom. t. M., ByN. Environ. Contam.
oxicol. 4, 128 (1959).
bro N., o al, Nalture 220

Cark G. Gustafson, chairman of the
Departmems of Chemistry of King's
College, Briarcilf Manor, N.Y.. re-
ceived a Ph.D. in organic chemistry
Jrom the University of Delaware in
1957, During the 196970 ascademic
year, he way on leave at the FWQA
Southeast Water Laboratory in Athens,

- Ga., where he studied iwrace organie

analysis in waste effluents. As a mem-
ber of the Nutional Waser Contami-
rants Characterization Research Pro-
gram, he worked with rc¥’s and pulp
and paper miil effluents.
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iU EVIDENCE s toxic

‘ . . As these products decoms.
i *  pose, the PCB remains intact |
ew 0 u an l = to be picked up later in the !
‘ ‘ “"Food Chain" znd work fts
’ way up the chain of fish, ea- !

SirsFearof | M&mi o

pretty sizably levels hers in

' s e g L 0 o7 Florida,” says Jack Lowe. 4
: . v o o, lish reasearch biologist at the
”S'} o . US. Bureau of Commercial
(Phila.
By

. Fisheries lab in Gulf Breeze,
’ wer 7 "b 0) uear Pensacoia, .
RICHARD POTHIER _ . “There is evidence now that '
spCC‘IGl to -The lnquircr e " this compound is taxie to m .
MIAMI, July 1L ‘= A pole o _'an'c‘t wln‘imah. d _
sonous man-made ehemical,] . - T e've found it in fisd,
nearly as deadly apd long- R - shrimp. ;y:t;n. crabs. any
lasting as DDT, is slowly dii- .ro - | Bumber ings. I appears |
fusing through the entire savi-  that PCB are toxic to sbrimp,
ronm‘ent of Florida and the ~ = . for one, but we're atill work.
rest of the mation — creating ! ) Ingean. - A
fear of another “DDT ecrisis.” : PARALLELS TO DDT ~
The new pollutant haz re- “When we turned these res-
cently started turning wp io ~ idues wp, we thought (¢ was
fish, birds,. water and even . . . raason to be disturbed, since
man, It's quickly becoming al- . “the compound iz chemieally
most as prevelent in some . Telated 0 pesticides,” Lowe
birds and animals as DDT i~ . added. - AR
qelf. . T . .&m"m';;d"ﬁmmg’“ N
! ' lieve the #ew - : pesticides 83 PCB
e'hsecnlx.i::il.'t; Bfl'mll.l! a “elad - are being found in dead birds,
sical ease study” of bow & o . particularly: bald eagles, i
barmful pollutant ean spread ‘ sbout the same smount az
mou;utn scological system. . DOT — which Bhas . beem
" before it's even identified. - | ¢ med for mény bird deaths,
- - The case of PCE has been
IT IS nxsmmmm pehing of o scie ke 4
; ‘atw ‘e - tective story, but one )
thm:' carries a deceptively - - sclence for a long time wag'® -
simple name. Sclentists eall It . wutioxed by the pollutant. -
“PCB," short for “‘polychlor .+ PCB is chemically 50 closs -
Inated biphenyl" PCB doesn't * ' o DDT, that chemists only re.
oceyr naturally — it's made L * eenlly lsolated and identified
from benzene, 3 petroleum | . It for the first time. By then,
derivative. ‘ ) B however, PCB had become
. PBC is used extensively In T widely disseminated through
maoufacturing, aithough it's R America and Europe,
made by just one company = {  °  HOW IT'S MAGNIFIED
Monsanto Chamical Co. Like] =~ @ Like DDT. PCB travels
DDT, PCB is “persistent” . ‘o 8 e od by
which means It doesn't break = roetes o ioad ;lol
down quickly in mature — of S I;“ p eation o Littir ogiulm.
. in thes bodles of fish, birds, . - h gion.” Little  eres-
animal e and even mam. - - . lh“:" h'-‘o_ az cone :“
slt looking for -~ - chemical, then are e
.sfi&u?n“ .::ibl. longterm ef- ! - " by larger ecreatures, which ia
!:etl of R‘.‘B on all forms of : :lg.l'l ars eaten by something
lee oa sorth. mal e Since the larger creatures
roRe usog ‘:l?e :ln?u’u- . : eat many of the smaller ones, :
R ‘pesticides. k. pl:::: - ¢ PCB is .concentrated . along
‘tliue'u .; p::cu'icll“iusulam.- . = & . each step until the animal at :
s ove -;wnd-hwmtduh = the top of the food ehain - !
- e :f'nb. od In super < %o, oo, usually the  bald eagle =
plastics bags ws I S L Ingests g large concentration.

markets. . Monsanto makes PCB at

_ two plants. in Alabama and at
Sauget, M.

Leakage in Alabama last

mr produced a major fsh
. according to Bill Woods

of the Florida Game and

Fresh Water Commission,

At Tederal request, Monsan-
to is organkzing to reduce PCE
and: to recover the chemieal
ftom mn::cturinc ‘proe-

o+ +ARS0012k
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:A New Horatio Alge;r ale
T (ew forR TomdS t0]ig]20
= =2
/
2=
, — “I had a chip on my shoulder, to tell you
! the truth. I had to prove to myself that I
was as good as the people who had...a
formal education. I was _-driven.”
o/
A1
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(.K,:i'w‘ mG.ﬂ"“'s 5cj Wl‘:"{\

‘ o From that point, as Mr.
ST. LOUIS=Ben Fm: He then t a truck F'mm pmwmmﬁ_ Di-
1s the kind of pan wrote and began traveiiog wﬁf ‘ versified “grew ? lezps and
whom -Horatio ALSr, wrcte the Midwest, buying aod sell: el bounds,” expanding, scquire
those success stories. Roy Co ing scrap metal, He Y AT ing, reaping profits, The com-
Pmainas il T L
g'q"“ A 1:lﬁgw;dm ' ﬂg:cﬁ“n; m t: g;".t_ . ;c‘:d'w;:rg lstock Exchange
‘ ow 4 - d 1 Sept. 10, 1969, .
of one of e e e would Ting” good fora Dtversitied had heavy oss- -
tions In AMEHCH Ve many Business was 1949 a " e early thig year, but Mr.
not seen mt. briet , but m‘rhan he Fixman confidently predicts
things £ r¢ does ad- recession ended it. dscapin : profits for the year as &
Bt Mr. A e thing.. went into the landscaping whole, New techniques i
mit to regratting onom any, business, but 8 n 1950 metals reclamation noew be.
He wishes that his company, him out of that, 00, 0 SO0 ing perfected by the compa-
Diversified Industries, "ac. he gold daby . chairs | oy’s research division, he a3
dgnot“W“P”bmm ' ' r to door, and then he serted, w ag revolution.
&m‘wﬁfm he ggmedtotﬁempmﬂ-‘l _ lrym:s iﬂéoumm:
' uch business, - ' - Divers
says, he would maks It man is flrst a at loes of £3.21
A . 1 i b e TS o I o KL
i tect. o with & partner, whom he for the quarter ended July 31
fes to pro conditions,” bought out two years later, For the nine months udelf
EEEIR R EESRIen % o
e ko T b knov;m c%?; was bore, * eamings - of 31,550,255, or
day, we wouldn’t have versified s . g3 Ne:
b ealy in the meis oy e, Fomans st for the year thet et o -
"’%‘{m getting ista . “Thad & chip on my shoul- Oct. 31 was $3,148,339,
myofmlmtdlt-_i:m .dq,lotenmt;bemm" e
RO R O awch In the h.mth.::lmu : Mr, Fixman sait that he
esain uchnm we Ame "’“mmtotetafumal'-. 20-year transformation from
i v Riamd 0 MR ebpceabes
T Sther words, vessitied aiso bad o advantage of | s busy to be surprised®
I, s o5 the Db m&mm business, Most he said "1 have only ome
vers mstal pusiness - oy
R o e oaaies prov By, ang e 20 He @ not a_conspicuous
30 separats companies pro- today, and was true 1 St com-
ducing ev wor apportunities that oy con mercial o social e,
poinwt sgp'nm o hbﬂu’tion on titors couldn'e.” ments—"1 couldn't carg less
ot e e T - pe growicg . company aboyt that,” he suid—and ha
' '“I}:l‘e:—m Bl the rest gov . m?:dxmgh 8 perlog of - known for mﬁ’
§ . - . ¢
1;3‘5" Fiznan was borm n cril In the aarly ineteen- clese e s
. Louis searching wiys since "
M.Pj_sfﬂc‘-'g ool Gmmm&n:'ﬂlm%- He is & philanthropist who
and his father died ‘when he lated wire that he bought refuses to discuss his philan.
> and & half old, all over ths world, The tra- thropies. His  associates
Ir'nmyi.u t mother could ditional g spe&othlmuamnm
His mglkh, and was burning, wag dirty and inef- cansot tolerate inefficlency,
Ber "':fu'& keep her five ﬂcient.".md ., Fixman who peremptorily fires
dmd.zyentrombe!n:pn:hm cunytor’emov-n#: %lv.o,h. go:;idgﬂym
mWhen he was 6, Mr, Fix. fovested in eaed . those w ;;:&rroducﬂnq:
i oy exd and wes almost out of modey forgives & double-cross.
school as a mbogom before campany’s BOW. .
later ag & janitor. Hig h “eold was | “l have been accused of
Sducation, qoded aftac eight - discons s being o tyrant” he said. “So
::ont-hs to_work full time chdﬁégnﬁrr;m; Mr. Fixman and Ms wife,
T . B TmmaR i 2 B
L u .
AL 3L af becomiog wrilion doliers 424, hed 50 - ugh
b@mhg results. Strangw as it sounds, Last year & trade mage-
the firm, 1 left to 1'thought ef the solution in tine, Scrap Age, named Mr.
'ﬁ;usi.nm of m¥e my sleep=that's the Fixman its “man of the cen-
self with the fortune I'd ac- truth. T woks up i the mids twry” This year, talking
curnulated,” Mr, Fixman re- dle of the night, Tve got sbout the honor and abdout
called. ‘“lt’“mm‘dmm it* My wifs t 1 was his career, Mr. Fixman ex-
}n%' tat & ws crazy ‘plained his guccess,
process uses g come "My method is Jewish en-
biraticn of ore-dressing gineering” -he said. “You
coal-cleaning machines - to soive ufx'e yhiem
and other metals from

AR500126 4%



oh fusk o/qim

*

0 ST R T ROKKY MTAB NS 1/

ARS00127



\,»“—“ "44 UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY

) REGION Il
o _ 1650 Arch Street Buliding
o Phlladelpl‘gla. Pennsylvan_la 19103-2029 :
o St g b DEC I_d

The Honorable James Rhoades
Pennsyivania State Senator
32 East Centre Strect
Mahanoy City, PA 17948

Dear Senator Rhoades

Thank you for your letter dated November 19, 1999 in which you requested that we
advise you of the latest developments concerning the cleanup of the Eastern Diversified Metals
Superfund Site (Site) in Rush Township, Pennsylvania. After providing a formal opportunity for
the public to comment on a proposed remedy, we hope to make a decision regarding the best way
to protect public health and the environment at this site in early spring. We are currently
reviewing a draft analysis of cleanup alternatives prepared by Lucent Technologies, a party
responsible for contamination at the site. Based on information contained in the final analysis,
we plan to evaluate which remedy best addresses the site problems and announce a preferred
alternative to the public in a Proposed Plan this winter. We will then solicit public comments -
during a 30-day period and, after considering and addressing all public comments, make a final
decision regarding the cleanup of the site.

Mr. Pinkey and other residents of Rush Township have had a long history with the site as
is evident from the correspondence Mr. Pinkey included in his letter to you. In fact; their interest
and concern may have been largely responsible for bringing the site to the attention of the federal
Superfund program. We understand Mr. Pinkey and some other members of the public have
concerns about the possibility that the fluff pile may be capped on-site and hope they will express
their concerns during the public comment process so we can ensure that their concerns are
factored into our decision regardmg the remedy

Under the Superfund Law, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) must select
a remedy that is protective of public health and the environment and is cost effective. After
attempts to recycle the fluff piles failed in 1996, we have been working with Lucent '
Technologies to identify other options to clean up the site which would protect the public, satisfy
environmental regulations and be cost effective. Some options, such as incineration, are likely to
be far too expensive to implement under the law. We are also weighing the risk from
transporting waste off-site. It would require an extremely large number of trucks through the
community to remove all of the 250,000 cubic yards of fluff. Even if treated, the material must -
still be disposed of somewhere in a landfill near the site. EPA would be moving the material
from one community to another, possibly resultmg in protests and resistance from those affected
" residents.
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One option under serious consideration is in-place closure or capping of the main fluff
pile. Because capping would protect the public from contact with the waste and would comply
with existing environmental regulations at a relatively low cost, we allowed Lucent Technologies
to proceed with studies designed to show if capping the fluff pile was technically feasible. The
results of these studies showed that capping is technically feasible and that the cap could likely
be designed in a way which would allow redevelopment of a four to six acre area. To let the
public know of this development, we issued fact sheets from February through August 1999, and
organized and participated in a town meeting in July.

I hope this provides you with the information you need to respond to your constituent. If
you have any additional questions, please feel free to contact me or have your staff contact
Ms. Cynthia Yu-Robinson, Pennsylvania Liaison Officer, at 215-814-5557.
| Sincerely,

A

Thomas C. Voltaggio
Acting Regional Administrator
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