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18-metre Discus 2c 

Jochen Ewald fli es - anel likes 
- the l(ltest offering from 
the Schempp-H i rth factory: 
the Discus 2c in l8-metre 
mode 

Airprox - was this you? 

We publish the full report of 
an Airprox between a glider 
and a Chinook. Were you 
the unidentified glider pilot? 

It was tougher in my day 

Junior National Champion 
Andy Perkins has rescarched 
opportuniti es to help you 
to extend your flyi ng ... 

Weatherjack's photo 
competition 

With thanks to Jack Harrison 
and the photographers, we 
print some of our favourites 
from th is very successfu I 
website contest 

Just the 500km to do 

Owen Truelove describes 
the soaring aspects of his 
epic ,mel unprecedented trip 
from the UK to New Zealand 
in a motorglider at the end 
of last yea r 
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The Discus 2c with 18-metre tips, which first flew in 
September 2004, is the offering from Schempp-Hirth Member of Ihe 
to compete with the LSB-18 and the ASW 28-18 in Royal Aero Club 
this popular corner of the market. For Jochen Ewald's and Ihe 
flight test, see p 18 of this issue (photo: Jochen Ewald) Federation Aeronautique Internationale 
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Dates for your diary 2005 and beyond 
UK and international competitions 
Dan Smllh Trophy (aero) Ounstable 2/4-3/4 

Aerobalic Nationals Sallby 16/6-19/6 

Overseas Championships Ocana, Spain 23/5-316 

"Turbo" Regionals Bidlord 18/6-26/6 

Regionals Booker 25/6-3/7 

Europeans (15m/Open) Rayskala. Finland 4/7-16/7 

18·Melre Nalionals Dunslable 9/7-1717 

Regionals B,cesler (Windrushers) 917-17/7 

Competition Enterprise The Long Mynd 917, 1617 

Europeans (SldIClubI 18m) Nilra. Slovakia 1017-2317 

Pre-Worlds (Club Class) Vinen, France 2017- 2917 

I S-Melre Nalionals Hanington 23/7-3 1/7 

Inter-Services Regionals Hanington 2317·3 1/7 

Nonhero Regionals Sullon Bank 2317-31 /7 

Regionals Lasham 2317-31 /7 

Women's Worlds K!ix, Germany 30/7-1318 

4th Junior Worlds Husbands Bosworth 31 17-2018 

Club Class Nal lonals Lasham 6i8 -14/8 

Open Class Nalionals Lasham 618-1418 

Regionals Tibenham 6/8 -1418 

Siandard Class Nalionals Nympsfield 20/8-2818 

Regionals DunSlable 2018-2818 

Reglonals Gransden 20/8-2818 

Junior Nationals lIbenham 21/8-29!8 

Two-Sealer Comp Pockl ington 21 !8-2818 

Mountain Soaring Camp Deeside 419-1O!9 

1 sl World Sailplane Grand Prjx Saini Auban 219-11 /9 

Sallby Open (Aerobalic) Sallby 1019-11 /9 

Vintage highlights 
Vinlage Rally Haddenham 30/4- 2/5 

UK Nalional Rally Kenl GC. Challeck 2115 -28/5 

Camphill Rally Derby & Lanes GC 25/6-317 

VGC Inlerna!lOnal Aecdez'lCUS Oerlinghausen 1617-26/7 

31rd !nhlrn IIOnai VGC R<lHy Eggersdorl 2717-6/8 

lnlQrr1,l;ll Vintage sal_Ie Me€'! Elmira, USA 2018-2718 

Slingsby Week & Rally Yorkshire. Sutton Bank 27/8-4/9 

More lisled al: www. vinlagegliderclub. org1rallydiary2005.1ltm 

CAA Safety Evenings 
Rochester 01634 869969 312 

Isle 01 Man 01624 821604 712 

Enstone 01 608 678204 1012 

Kinloss see CAA websile 113 

Perlh 01738 553357 213 

Newcastle 01912861321 313 

Sleap 01939 232882 813 

Swansea 01792 204063 913 

Bnslol 01275 4725 14 10'3 

Full Sullon 0 1759372717 1413 

Wycombe 01494 443737 2213 

Cambridge 01223373717 2313 

W\I\lw.caa.co.uk - click safety, general aviation, information 

Other events 
SSA Convention Onlario. California 10!2-1212 

GAS Co Forum Farnborough 24/2 

London Air Show Earls Coun 814-1014 

AERO 2005 Irade lair Friedrichshalen 21 14-2414 

75th anniversary event London GC, Dunslable 2516 

Nationat Gliding Week At your club? See pO 2516-3/7 

Guild of Aviation Artists The Mall. London 19/7-24/7 

Flying For Fun (PFA rally) Kemble 1/7-3fT 

Royal Inl. Air Talloo Fairlord. Glos 16/7-1717 

Pete Stratten, who became BGA 
Chief Executive last May, looks 
back at 2004 and forward to the 
challenges we must all address 

C
HANGING times . That's how I see 
both my first k·w months se rving you 
as BGA hi ef Executive and - very 

much more importa ntl y - the cha llenges 
facing all UK glider pilots. In this country 
and in Europe, BGA vo lunteers and stair 
are devoting a great deal of effort to getting 
the right regulatory dea l for gliding. The 
emergence of the European Aviation Safety 
Agency (EASA) has some positive Jspects 
even for gliding, and so we ,lie negotiating 
to deflect tilE' threa ts while making the most 
of the opportuniti es. Unfortunately, even 
the best informed among us can only guess 
at the thought process of our politi c iJns 
in Brussels and (hen lobby accordingly 
in the hope that they w ill accept the 
experts' opinions. 

I'm pleased to say that all this hard work 
does seem to be producing some positive 
results. ~o r exa mple, the responses we 
and our Europea n co lleagues made to the 
EASA consu ltation on pilot licensing and 
operati ons appea r to be guiding it toward _ 
an acceptab le solution for recrea tional 
flying. It is now proposing a model similM 
to th e UK National Private Pilot's Li cence 
- whi ch, of cou rse, the British Gliding 
Assoc iati on was instrumental in creating. 
As these rules will probahly be developed 
between now and 2008, we have an 
opportunity to influence the future structure 
of glider pilot training. The BGA inst ru ctors 
committee is already working on it. 

At J recent meeting I attended, EASA 
manJgement openly sa id they value advice 
from th e BGA Jnd the EGU very highly, 
and are keen to have further diJloguc. 
I'm convin ced this positive relationship 
ha s deve loped only through exhaustive 
and comprehensive lobby ing from the I:3GA, 
the European Gliding Union Jncl Europe 
Air Spurt s. The BGA will continue to ensure 
thdt the best interests of UK glider pilots are 
represented ,1t the highest possible levels. 

More of a headJche for us is the 
implementati on of EU existing regu lJtion 
on aircraft ce rtification and the development 
of future !!continuing airworthiness" 
requireillents. We ,He working closely with 
th e UK Civil Aviation Authority (CAA) and 
EASA to develop a workable solution for the 
certifi cation of gliders imported into th e UK 
afler September 2003. The UK D pJrtlll ent 
for Transport (Dtl) understands that most 
gliders in th e UK prior to September 200] 
dr ' unlik I)" under the present interpret-ati on, 
to m et EASA's type-certification requirements. 

It has written to EASA on our hehal f to 
exp lai n the need to consider the unique case 
where a large fleet of gliders has been, and 
is, maintained under a "well est<lbli shed 
BGA system of oversight oi continuing 
airworthiness". Again, the BCA is continuing 
to work with th e authorities to push for the 
best possible dedi for you. 

Ou r Association is, however, (ar more th an 
just its nati JIlal volunteers and st,lfl They are 
tak ing a lead in Europe and at nati ona l I vel, 
but loca l opportunities have to be deve loped 
by all of us. The chance to meet BeA club 
chJirmen at their annual conference in 
October brought home to me - yet aga in 
- how much we need to do to make sure 
our sport thrives. These hend-working 
volunteers are very aware thJt not ,111 clubs 
have yet identified how best to meet the 
needs of new and existing members in J 
fast-changing leisure market. As a result, 
membership numbers remain a problcm. 
Fac ilitating a vital change of club attitudes, 
resources and dynamics is probably as much 
of a cha llenge to the future wellbeing of the 
BGA as any of the issues ra ised by EASA. 

Closer to home, I'm aware that the support 
provided by the SGA office processes should 
be rev iewed. The staff do n great job, often 
under difficult circumstLlIlces, but it may be 
that we have becn left behind in terms of 
modernisation Jnd therefore CiHlnot ofier 
th e leve l of servi ce our memhers expec t. 
Progress will not occur overnight. But it is 
hoped th at mcl king more li se of th e BGA 
website - www.gliding.co.lIk - linked 
to back office changes, will improve th e 
service clnd free resources to furth er assist 
the widely dispersed, st retched but highly 
effecti ve teJms of voluntees experti se 
without whom the BGA would not function. 
The Assoc iat ion provides a huge amount 
fo r its members, but I am ,lware that we 
should always reflect on the quality Jnd 
effici (" ncy of memher serv ices as well as 
the bottom line. 

Finally, the Fourth Junior World eliding 
Championships takes place in 2005 at 
The Soaring Centre. We are all determined 
to help it s organising team, led by Andy 
Davis, make it a success. Thi s is a gre,ll 
opportunity to demonstrat why we are the 
world 's leading gliding nation, and we 
should all try to max imise the sponsorship 
and publicity potential of thi s exc iting event. 
If you know a possible sponsor, either 
profess ionally or socially, pleJse co ntact me 
at the BCA office so that 
I ca n brief the experts who 
transform suggestions into 
real ac tion to benefit the 
sponsor as well as our sport. 
Pete Straiten 

I},,'e~"glid;ng,co. uk 

December 23, 2004 
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LASORS 2005 (licensing: Administratian: Standardisation: 

Operating Requirements and Safety) is available for £11.50 

from www.tso.co.ukibookshop<bookstore.asp?DI=543169 and 

high street bookshops. You can download a free copy from 

www.caa.co.uklpublicatlonslpublicationdetails.asp?id= 1591 

It includes vital inforrnation from sources such as the Air 

Navigation Order and JAR-FCL: pilotlicenslflg reqUirements 

(including NPPL): and CM Safety Sense Leafiets. As the CM 

is concemed some power pitots may be flymg itfegally. purety 

through ignorance of the latest requirements. why not check 

your licence/rating validity? Use LASORS ;md AIC 78'2002 

(White 64) - www.ais.org.uk/aesipubslaiplpdfJaic/4W064.PDF 

Bidford ("Turbo" ) Regionals, Jun 12-20, 2004 
\"'E ~ polog i se for Ihe prrms in the listing in Ihl' I st 
isslIl' (p40); Ih", correct ,,:su it; ~re reprodu ced here: 

Position Pilot Glider Points 
1 Bill Inglis Ventus 2c-18 4717 
2 Ian Cook Venlus 2c-18 4035 
3 Jamie Allen Ventus C-17 3984 
4 DaVid Findon Nimbus 4d 3842 
5 Richard Cole Venlus 2c18 3804 
6 Alas tair MacG regor Discus (w ) 3742 
7 David Innes Nimbus 4 3679 
8 Jon Wand ASH 26 3625 
9 Simon Walertall Nirnbus 3d 3452 
10 Brian Birlison Duo Discus 3441 
11 lain Evans LS8-18 (18m) 3435 
12 Michael Pope Venlus 2c·18 3427 
13 Derek Piggott Duo Discus 3359 
14 Rory O'Conor DG-800 (18m) 3257 
15 Kevin Hook DG-400 (17m) 3152 
16 Mike Thome Discus (w) 3084 
17 Chris Morris Ventus 2c-1 8 2978 
18 Richard Chapman Ventus A,b 2960 
19 Julian Hitchcock LS8-18 (1 8m) 2935 
20 Frank Jeynes Ventu s 2c-18 2815 
21= Ralph Jones Nimbus 4d 2660 
2t = Mike Costin Ventus 2c-18 2660 
23 Mike Osborn Ventus C-17 2591 
24 Tony MoulangJ Ven tus 2c-18 2451 

Tim Gardner 
25 Rod Witter Ven tus 2c- 15 2183 
26 Z Goudie Discus 1927 
27 Ted Coles DG·800 118m) 1809 
28 Tim Caswell Ventus C-17 1127 
29 Gordon Burkert DG- l 00i l 0l 535 

The chance to 

develop your 

coaching skills 

IF YOU want to improve your cross-cou ntry 
coaching skills by tilpping into some of the top 
expertise in the world, and you hilve relevJ nt 
instructional or coaching experience, then 
read on. 

In recent years th t, British Gliding Teilms 
h, ve benefited grea tl y from a coaching 
schem organ ised and run by several 
current and ex-team members. 

Milny lessons have been leil rned il nd the 
con tent of the cOilchi ng cou rses has been 
r fined to suit the Teilms' needs, 

It is evident that much o( what is being done 
for the Teams could be of benefit to many 
pi lOis aspi ring to improve th eir 
performilnce in cross-country flying, and it is 
felt that pilots who are involved with coaching 
other cross-country pilots il t club level could 
benefit from the team coaches' experience. 

So in April this year, the British Gliding 
AssociJt ion Teilm Manager Brian Spreckley 
w ill run a BGA coilching course with the 
Assoc iation's National Coach, Simon Adlard, 
usi ng the BGA's recen tly refurbished Duo, at 
Ontur in Spain, 

The objective of the course is to establish 
guidelines for coJches and a frJmework for 
cross-cou ntry coaching schemes within the 
Association's clubs. 

If you arc an experi enced cross-country 
pilot, you are already involved in soaring 
instruction ,lnd coaching and would likE' to 
,l ttend the course, please apply to the address 
below. 

If you have pi lots in your club who fit the bill 
and are inlerested, please encourage them to 
apply. There wi ll be il cou rse fee. 

The course candidates will be selected from 
a shortlist by Brian, Simon ilnd the chairman of 
the Instructors Committee. 

Appli cants should forwilrd personal details, 
club detai ls and a short gliding CII to: 
Simon Adlard ilt sadlarc/ltjlc/ircon.co. uk 
or Viil the BGA at bsa@slic/ing. co.ukor 

BGA, Kimberley House, 
Vaughan WilY, 
Leicester 
LEl 4SE 

Subscribing to Sailplane & Gliding is now easier 
IF your subscription to S&G ran out with the February-March issue you'll have noticed you've been offered a new 

way to renew: by Direct Debit. These days, it's already a little cheaper to subscribe to S&G rather than buying it 

over the counter, and we hope that now Direct Debits will make subscribing easier for you, too , while freeing up 

admin time for the BGA's other services to members , So if you haven't yet renewed your sub, do please consider 

taking advantage of this opportunity, If your subscription lapses later in the year, you will of course have the chance 

to renew via Direct Debit, so keep an eye open for the form as it drops through your letterbox. Thank you to all our 

subscribers and buyers for your continuing support - and remember. your feedback on S&G is always wefcomel 

Helen Evans. editar@sailplaneandgliding.ca.uk 

February - March 2005 

DON'T FORGET the BGA AGM and Conference on 

March 5 at Eastwood Hall, Nottinghamshire. Detail s 

and a booking form can be downloaded from 

www.gliding.ca.uklbgainfalnatlceslcanference.htm or 

see the advert on the inside front cover of this S&G. 

Presentations will cover EASA, gliding safety and 

"hot topics" chosen in advance by BGA members 

- while the keynote speaker is a stunt pilot! 

THE FAI World Junior Gliding Championships at 

Husbands Bosworth next August is well on track to 

produce a successful event but the British Junior 

Team at the event desperately need two Standard 

Class gliders (ideally LS8s) - contact Gerry Holden 

GVHOLOEN@aaf.cam or 01489 583214. 

Sir John Allison became chairman of Europe Air 

Sports at its board meeting last November. BGA 

Chairman David Roberts continues as EAS 

Treasurer. The EGU - th e association of European 

Gliding Federations that represents the interests of all 

glider pilots in Europe in regulatory matters - has 

appointed a professional programme manager, 

Michael Paul. a well known German competition pilot. 

It has a new website: www.egu-infa.argl If you want 

to access the internal section , think of a ground­

breaking Schempp-Hirth Standard Class glass glider. 

The CM has issued new guidance for the develop­

ment and safe operation of all unlicensed aero­

dromes (much of which is available for the first time) 

in CAP 428: www.gliding.ca.uklclubmanagement.htm 

The Royal Aero Club Tru st (a charity, Patron: HRH 

The Duke of York) wi shes to appoin t a part-time vol­

unteer Press and PR Officer. Write or email. with CV. 

to: Frederick Marsh , Chairman, RAeC Trust. 16 

Albany Court, Palmer Street. London SW1 H OAB or 

chairman@rayalaeracfubtrust.arg 

We are sorry to report a fatal accident at Sutton Bank 

on Wednesday, December 15, involving Yorkshire 

GC member David Chaplin and his Autogyro. 

BGA Child Protection Awarer)ess training sessions 

are at Aston Down (March 12) and Hus Bos (April 9). 

Book via phifburtand 1OO@aal.com or 01986 895314. 

THE first restricted airspace around Robin Hood 

airport (formerly RAF Flnningley) became active on 

January 3. Full details in AIC 108/2004 (Yellow 156) 

at www.ais.org.uklaeslpubsiaiplpdflaicl4YI56.POF 

In time, we expect Class D airspace. Untit then, we 

suggest all glider pilots flying through the Doncaster 

area who have a radio licence call ATC (128.775 Mhz 

"Doncaster Tower") for a FIS/ATZ penetration to give 

some idea of the volume of traffic using the open FIR. 

WINNERS of the Ozee competition in the December 

2004-January 2005 S&G were: Andrew Richards , 

Surrey (first prize of an Exeat flying suit): and two 

runners-up (each winning a fleece balaclava): Olive 

Houlihan , Co. Wicklow and Keith Batty, Yorkshire . 

THE winner of the BGA 1000 Club Lottery for 

November 2004 was BA Kimberley (£35.75), with 

runners-up K Simmons and R Barrett (each £17.88). 

The December winner was RH Dixon (£35.50), with 

runners-up D Hedton and R Tallow (each £17,75). 
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Designed to easily produce High and CONTROLLABLE 
launches every time w ith non..professional drivers. 

Please contact us for a 
CD/Video or Demonstration 

"It 's like going up on Rails" 

ANOTHER WINCH JUST OELIVEREO TO COLOMBIAN AIR 

Fundamentals of 

Sailplane Design 

l his book. the dellnitive lext 

on Sailplane Design and grew 

out of the authors work ..th 

the Akattieg Braunschweig. 

This third ed,Mn d~ on 

decades 01 experieoce. uses 

miolm.ll lTlilths and places 
 Smallesl logger with highThis fantastIC little S7 n fmpha';ls on ph ICilt 1"",,1 IGC appro>r.ll All youmm cadit) ~ I'OO'nUy tl<' undersland<ng


updated to ","';01' N' 
 " ed to clmm badges.
and VI ,"".on. 

~ or compcl,uonand IS better lban f1Vf!r £39.95 flights It i~ small /II SIze.
£596.90 inc: VAT but bItJ in functlOl1.1lily. 

Standalone it i5 useful for 
rwMgiItion. WInd 
and tnlclnng 01 eogme 
stalus. Full deliuls on 
our websile. 
(59U9 D1CVAT 

Small GeIcoat 
Borgelt 8SO Vario Repair kit 
• Smooth. respol'l5ll.e. Suitable larall gel flMhed 

allowing qu ~ centering We stock an extensive range gilders 

• Extremely zero stable of recondrtioned lost Retease • 1xGel Coat RtopiIir 

varia · rely on Ihe reacfrng hooks. Call for d!!ldlls Paslt- In Tu 

• Audio ·SlC}nifica lIik lert' Pricesfrom£99.88IncVAT . 1 x PjOck of we! IITld dry 
• D,Herenl ~ (0 nd In 'Iaf1OlJS grades!fIlITl 

and ""no 5OUf]ds 400 tu 1500 g'l' 

• Clear. unambtguou~ • 1 x HeaUh and Safely Kit 

dlspl¥> • Ix Cansumahl5KJt 
 TEL. 01452741 463 
• Choice of analogue £15.99 incVAT M. 07860 542028 

diSplay Size · 57 or 80 mm 


5ALES @5V5P.CO.UK• E.3sy Instal.LUlOn . no 

flasks. no soldering 


PASSAGE ROAD, ARUNGHAM 
£762 inc VAT GLOS.GU 7J~ 

New task for scorers 
AS task-setter for the Wolds GC two-seater 
competiti on in 2004 I ,1 m pleased that Mike 
Terry appears to have en tered into the true 
spirit of the comp by ta king full adva ntage of 
a landout (How to score best at Packlingran, 
December 2004-)anuary 2005, p42). Perhaps 
next yea r, along w ith NOTAMS, ATZs, 
MATZs, and so on, the da il y bri efi ng shou ld 
be extended to incl ude SIROs - Sites Of 
Romantic Interest. It could certa inly liven up 
the following day's " How I dunnit" speeches. 
As for the scoring system ... well , we're 
working on that one. Please note, however, 
that no liability w ill be accepted by the task ­
setter or the committee for the consequences 
of visits to such sites (there, tha t shou ld keep 
the lawyers happy !). 
Bob Holroyd, BROUGH, East Yorkshire 

Thanks, Plat 
I \NAS sorry to read th at Platypus is ret iring 
from fl y ing Pl (Platypus takes a back seat, 
December 2004-january 2005, pl7). He is 
such a nice guy. In July 2003 I was in a 
fas t-food pl ace at Ga rdnervi li e, Neva da, 
when he approached me because he had 
hearcl n Engli sh accent. He di scovered that 
I was a glider pil ot with th e resul t that the 
following day we took off from Minden in 
his Janus C and had a four-hour fli ght 
across the loca l mountains "surrounded by 
thunderclouds and lightning bolts for approx 
250km" - quoted from remarks he wrote 
on th e title page of my copy of his book, 
The Platypus Papers, afterwards. 
Francis Broom, via email 

Lessons from under a cu-nim 
I WAS surpri sed to read that the author of 
last issue's Sa lutary Soarinr; (Two minutes 
under a cu-nim, December 2004-january 
2005, p2Sl thought that th ere was not a lo t 
to be learn t from his experi ence. To my mind 
there are th ree important I()ssons. 

The first is to understand the life cycle of 
a big cumu lus. Nearl y all wi ll drop rain in 
thei r later stages, often w ith thunder and 
lightning in JttendJllce. The base of such 
clouds usua ll y comes down when they 
co ll apse, thus reducing th e space for 
recovery if lhe pilot loses control. Hav ing 
had several encoun ters w ith them over the 
years, I treClt them w ith great respect and try 
to avo id them later in the day. 

The second point is that it is impossible to 
retain con trol on a compass and AS I: a turn 
indi cator is essentia l. The w ri ter did not say 
that he had aT&S. As he lost control tw ice 
in a few minutes, it would seem that he did 
not have one. 

This put him at ri sk from overspeed ing . 
Thi s is very easy in a modern composite 
sa ilplane, for over a certain speed the w ing 
torque can overcome Ihe correcting effec t of 
the tailplane. We had an accident where one 
of our members, fl ying from Dunstable, was 
killed apparently from this cause. 

You r author says in his firs t paragraph tha t 
visibility had been bad all day and showers 
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or thunderstorms were forecast for late 
afternoon. Later in his piece he writes: "The 
arl ifi cial horizon had been disconnected in 
accordan ce with the loca l competition rul es 
and the height was slipping away (!) at 
3000ft per min ." 

I have run many competitions under SGA 
rules . This loca l rule is quite extraordinary 
and in the conditions foo lhardy if not 
irresponsible. I suggest that th e SGA Fly ing 
committee should consider the matter. 

As Peter Hearne pointed out, the accident 
rate in soaring is giving the SGA cause for 
concern . To ask pilots to fly in conditions 
of poor visibility with a high risk of being 
sucked into cl oud, yet denying them the 
use of an attitude indica tor creates an 
unacceptable additional and avoidable risk 
in a situation where safety of the pilot 
should be the priority. 
IC Riddell, HARROGATE, Yorkshire 

Response to Salutary Soaring 
I WAS intrigued to read last issue's Salutary 
Soaring. The author did, however, leave the 
reader asking the most important question ... 
Did he mak • th e turn? 
David Allison, via email 

I hate those meeces to pieces 
WITH reference to Rod Salmon 's letter 
(UnexpectEd passengers, December 2004­
January 2005, p8) and Jim Hammerton's 
response - especia lly with regard to th e tJste 
that mice h;1IIe for electrical insulation 
- I ca nnot resist the comment that a whole 
German Pan zer division was rendered kaput 
at Stalingrad because of th e activity of Soviet 
mice. The little peri shers sheltered in tanks 
because of the co ld, and stt'adily munched 
thei r way through the electri ca l insulation. 
The German forces were far from amused 
and, no doubt, learned to " Love those 
meeces to pieces" . How the Russians 
employed spec iall y-trained (by Pavlov?) dogs 
in that battle, is another story! 
Stan Kochanowski, MANSFIELD, 
Nottinghamshire 

Use airshows to promote gliding 
I READ with interest the letter in th e 
October-November issue from Guy Westgate 
(Airshow aerobatics, pR). I had spent the 
day prior to reading his letter instructing at 
Hus Bos and most of my day hJd been spent 
flying w ith a bright , enthusiastic and capable 
15-year-old boy - exactl y the sort of person 
we want in the gliding movement. 

In between flights I had asked him what 
had attracted him to gliding and he replied 
he had seen a display of glider aerobatics at 

Fa rnborough ai rshow (I suspect that it 
might have been motorglider aerobatics but 
don't think that that negates the argument). 
Inspi red by thi s, he had gone to the BGA 
websi te and progressed from there . 

I recognise thJt thi s is not a statistically 
significJn t sample but I am sure that th ere 
are mJny more people who, if they cou ld 
onl y be introduced to the opportuniti 
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that gliding has to offer, would join us. 
Guy is quite right in saying that airshows 

would reach more people than just about 
ilny other opportunity open to the gliding 
movement and many of those in th e audience 
are presumabl y already interested in aviati on 
of some sort and therefore more susceptible 
to what we might offer. 

We JII of us applaud the achievements 
and skill of our international teams but the 
publi city that th is brings to the movement is, 
regrettabl y, negligible. Even if it were to 
bring us significant publicity, would iL bring 
us new members? How many of us took up 
rowing after the success of the Athens 
Olympic teams! We need to publicise the 
sport in such a way JS to t II potential 
members th at average people can achieve 
remarkab le things in the gliding movement. 

I think that the objective might be 
achi eved at somewhat lower cost than Guy 
thinks . For instJn ce why not dual tow and 
save the cost of one tug - Jnd also add to 
the spectacle of the display? Using the large 
tarmac runways at most airshow locations 
thi s should be relatively straightforward. 

The aerial display would need to be 
supplemented by J ground-based display. 
I am sure that clubs loca l to the airshow 
could provide a static glider, which visitors 
could sit in ,md enthusiasti c members to 
promote th e sport. 

Perhaps the Lasham simulator described 
elsewhere in the issue could be helpful in 
showing visitors how achievab le gliding 
flight is to the average person. 

I am sure that ii we can reach w ider 
audiences than we are presently doing we 
can halt and perhaps even revers the 
downward trend in our membership and 
I see i1 presen ce at airshows as a possible 
tool in achiev ing this. I hope that it would 
not come to an issue of fund ing publicity 
activities or international team support and 
that we co uld fund both. 
Clive Groves, via email 

Geoff Guttery's view of comps 
HOLD on a minute, Geoff! I don 't know thJt 
75 per cent of UK pil ots have no interest in 
comps (A different viewpoint on camps, 
December 2004-)anuary 2005, p9) and 
I suspect that you don't either. Gliding is 
many things to many people and su re some 
don't or ca n't take part in comps due to a 
variety of reJsons, like myself - I just don 't 
have the holidays aVJilable - but I do like 
reading the reports and fo llow many of the 
"na mes" with interest. Furthermore, ju st look 
around t the amount of comps organi s d 
throughoLi t the year by various clubs (and 
not just the big ones). No inte rest in comps? 
You have to be kidding. Just try and get a 
place in one of them and let me know if you 

Please send letters (marked "for publication', to 

the editor at editor@sailplaneandgliding.co.uk or 
the address on p3. inctuding your full contact 

details. Oeadline for the next issue is February 8 

manage it. Competition and cross-country 
flying improve your soaring skil ls immensely: 
there is a say ing at Saltby: " loca l soaring 
toWll y boring". Just how much loca l soaring 
can you do, yet I know pi lots who after their 
50km never go cross country aga in. Perhaps 
you are in this category and quite happy 
to he so but it's ,1 bit presumptuous to put 
75 per cent of the rest of us in. 

For me and I suspect many others the 
comp reports are great; I find them inspiring 
and I don 't mind saying so. 
David Prosolek, via email 

Know your limitations 
REFERENCE you r letter on accident statisti cs 
(Gliding safety, December 2004-January 
2005, p8), I hJve come to gliding late in life 
after a ca reer fl ying self-launchers for Briti sh ".. 
Airways. People seem to think that because£', 
you have 16,OOO-plus hours you must be 
capab le of anything. 

In some ways they are ri ght: an instructor 
told me that I knew more profess ional ways 
of killing him th an most peop le! 

Gliders today are harder to see because 
they have to be mostly white. If you are 
flying on a crowded ridge, something 
I personally dislike, you can always spot the 
K-8 or K-1 8 before a modern glass ship. 

You lie down in the modern glider, rather 
th an 'sit up and beg' . You are most likel y 
fl ying 15kt-plus faster than tht' vintag 
machines. All this increases the chance of 
not spotting a constant-bearing target. 

I had this idea th ilt we should illl have 
gliding hats with little mirrors sewn around 
it, like half the old ballroom mirror b,l ll s. In 
this way the sun, when we get some, would 
spa rkl e off itl On a more serious note, there 
seems to be a reluctance to use radi o to let 
others know what we are, or intend doing. 
Gliding is going to be drawn more and more 
into the technological world; in the future, 
I ca n see us having to hJve transponders. 

I have spent my life being ready for 
something to fail. Never tru st the seJt of 
your pants, even if you can 't feel the seat of 
your pants, thilt's my motto! 

I recently acquired J turbo glider - yes, 
I know, I just love the smell of gasoline. 
I ca nnot bring myself to trust it 100 per cent ! 
It fires up a dream at 2,000ft, but will it 
hes itate at 1 ,500ft? I am fully ilware th at this 
attitude to life wi ll never win pri zes, but 
I think a lot of people push themselves too 
hard too early; there is always another day. 
An unnecessa ry fi eld landing, espec iilil y 
wh re I glide (with small fields with wa ll s 
round them) could end up as In expensive 
experi ence, either for the glider or the pilot. 
Pulling hJrd on a winch launch might get 
you an extril few feet, or it might get you J 
cable break; I' ll go for less height every time. 

Clint Eastwood summed it up when he 
said that a guy has to know his limitations! 
Know yours, il nu your glider's. 
Richard Harraway, CONGLETON 
Cheshire 
PS: I ride a motorb i ke, as we ll! 
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e Safety News ! ~Comms News 


We can all learn from this 


As YOU mdY know, Wi ndrushers GC 
formed at Bicester aft er the departure 
of the RAFGSA to Halton . We had a 

good end to the SeJ50n but before we knew 
it w inter W<1S upon us. The committee 
decided to hold Friday even ing lecture. and 
film nights to keep the members inter 51. 
Dick Stratton'S IEe'c ture on av iation historv 
had me laughing I' r a week! ' 

We <1 150 had th opportunity to host th e 
SGA Safety presentation by Kevi n Moloney, 
chairman oj the SGA safety comm ittee. He 
wa' du ly booked for two ni ghts in early 
December, as we expected attendance to be 
high. The even t was publicised through our 
website and memb rs of neighbouring club 
were invited, which must have worked : there 
were many faces pI' s nt I did not recognise, 
A good crow I pClked inLO the briefin g room 
and Kevin int roduced himself cllld expl ain d 
hi s background as a recently retired military 
helicopter pil ot and Full Rated gliding 
instructor. I once had th pleasu re of riding 
in a Lynx that K v had "div "rted" to Sicester 
- flying backwiHcls over the ilirfield at 50kt 
was an educa tion, hut that 's ,lnother slory l 

Kev continued by saying w hJt he was not 
there for in other words, teaching peop le to 
be grea t pilo ts) and also stated the aims of 
his presentati on. He then asked for a show 
of hands to find out the mix of experience in 
the room, wh ich reve,lled a w ide spectrum 
from in5tructurs to ail inili05. I thought thi s 
was a parti cularly relevant point - that safety 
applied to everyone - and probably helped 
less experi enced members to feel involved. 
He also asked if ,lilY of us had attended a 
CAA safety presentation . Several of us had. 

In the firs t h,l lf oi his two-part present<ltion 
Kevin highlighted many limitations oi the 
human being as a pilot with part icul< r 
concentration on the limitation o( eyes ight. 
Using clever graph ics, some opt i < I illusions 
were projected, along with illustra tions 
(<lmili ar to those who have a copy of th e 
BGA instructor manual, At thi s point th e 
a udi enc~' W<lS Jsked to partic ipate wi th the 

aid of an A4 sheet of p<1per. I won't spoil the 
tri ck hut we <1 11 went home w ith ho les in our 
hands! Confident thilt we were now armed 
wi th the knowledge that our eyes are not as 
good as we thought they were, Kev then 
explained th e best Wily to avoid problems 
in the .1ir like using the SCil n cyc le and 
thorough lookout before turning, 

He th en looked at med ica l f<1 ctors, w ith an 
exp lanation of th e I'M SAFE mnemonic 
(Illness, Medica tion, Stress, Al cohol, Fati gue, 
Familiarity - th at is, currency - and Eating). 
Kevin stressed that if you think you have any 
prob lems in any of th ese ilreas then you 
shou ld seriously consider not fl ying. 

Aiter a short hrea k we were into th e 
second hali, where th e emphilsis was on 
currect ilying techniques with some acc ident 
cause (,Ktor stJ ti st ics Lo open our eyes. The 
iirst question Kevin posed was how to join < 

th ermil l safe ly; we were given a graph ic of a 
theoreti ca l glider in a thermal and most of us 
got it ri ght, th il nkfull y. The next problem area 
was the winch launch Jnd winch launch 
fai lures, whi ch w ithout doubt is still a major 
cause of acc idents in U K gliding. With the 
us of omputer Jni mation some reel l w inch 
launch acc idents were reconstructed - a 
sobering experience - followed by video 
footage of a DG-sOO in Germany attempting 
a downw ind turn after a very low I ve l 
launch failure, and the subsequent unhappy 
ending. Finall y, a section on tug upsets 
reminded us all how it can quickly go wrong. 

From my position in the room I could 
see many people nodding their heads in 
agreement throughout the presentation, 
which was ellcouraging, AfterwJ rds melllY 
students were he,lrd saying La their instructors: 
"so that's why you're Jlways tellin) me to 
louk out!". M iss ion accomplished. 

If you have the opportunity I strongly 
r cOlllmend th ilt vou invi te Kev and his 
exce llent present,;ti on to your club. 

Gary Binnie 

CFt, Windrushers GC 

Now is the 

F

ROM the ieedback that I hav' had, 

Nati onal Gliding Week 2004 eems to 

have been voted a success , As w ith all 


th ings, those tbat put the most in, got the 
most oUL - in terms of visitors, publiCi ty, 
community relal ions or whatever the spec ific 
club's main objectiv Wd S, 

As a result, the CommunicJt ions & 
Milrketi ng omm ittee have dec id cI to run 
Nati on, I Gl iding Week agJin in 200S, This is 
a bi g yea r for British gliding, with the 2005 
World Junior Championships being held at 
Husbands Bosworth in AuguSL A successful 
and hi gh-profil National Gliding W ek w ill 
certainly help us in building interes t ahead of 
the championships, 

However, th e primary obj ec ti ve of 
National Gliding Week is to generate the 
right sort of interest for the pa rtiCipati ng 
clubs, For this to work for your club you 
need to take part! 

Pl ease consider how your c lub could get 
involved. There is no restriction on the type 
of event that you ca n hold, as long as it 
re lates to gliding, Some ideas include: 
• 	 Fl y the press day; 
• Arrange to fl y loca l celebrities; 
• Stati ' display in a shopp ing centre; 
• 	 Competitions in your 1001 press/ 

radio; 
• 	 Spectator-fr iendly short course 

competition around your gliding site; 
• 	 Spec iJI fl ying events or courses in 

conjunction w ith school, youth or 
d isadva ntaged groups; 

• Sponsored events; 
• Aerobati c di spl ays. 

Of course, there is noth ing to stop you 
running an open day, or a fria l lesson day 
either. Whatever you chose to cio, promoting 
it is the key to succes. , 

The BGA w ill once aga in be prov id ing 
clubs w ith help in th is area, inCluding 
promotional mater ials, We are currently 
running th e Marketing (or Clubs sem inar 
Lhilt we piloted las t year. Full details of venUes 
and dates are on th e BGA web site - if you 

FUENTEMILANOS 2005 
Probably the best weather in Europe!!!!! • We celebrate our 25th Anniversary. 


Improve our facilities this winter!!!!! • Perfect for all (ross-(ountry Pilots. 

Help for beginners or experienced Pilots. • Professional English speaker staff. 


Our fleet for hire: Twin, Astir, LS.7, ASW19, Discus Band Nimbus 4OM. 
Web: www.fuentemilanos.(om • e-mail: fuentemilanos@fuentemilanos.(om 

phone and fax: until April +34921426963 fromMay +34921120092 

Sailplane & Gliding 8 

mailto:fuentemilanos@fuentemilanos.(om
www.fuentemilanos.(om


,". ~ 

'o Technical News ~ .,,; 

l _ _ _. • _ .. 

time to act 

would like to ,lltend, please contact me 
(keilh @gliC/ing.co.uk) as soon as possible. 
SpiKes ilre limited and we hoJd to turn people 
oJWJY from some venues last time around. 

Make the most of your investment 
Promoting your club is expensive. Maybe not 
in t rms of hard c,15h spend ('llthough this is 
never insignifi cant) but certdinly in terms of 
effort. It is important that you make th e most 
of this investment.Getting J prospective 
member along to your club for a triJI flight 
should not be seen ,~s Jn end in itself. It's 
certainly the h,ml pJrt Jnd the expensive 
part. I am ,lmazed how often I hear of people 
who have gone illong for J triJI lesson, been 
absolutely bowled over hI' the experience 
- Jnd then never been heard of agilin. With 
a little bit of effort, I am convinced we Cil n 
dramatically improve the trial lesson to full 
member conversion rates. 

How many of these simple things do your 
clubs do with trial lesson pilots! 
- Explain to them that their triJI lesson gives 
them "x" weeks of temporary membership 
and whilt this means - they can come along 
at any time clnd fly at club rates, getting well 
on the way to flying solo. 
- Get the instructor to mJke In Jppointment 
to fly again with the would-be pilot the nex t 
time he is on duty. 
- Make sure th at the student goes ,llvay with 
all the informiltion he needs to Join the club. 
- Have someone iwailable ,lfter the flight to 
answer questions, show the pupil <Hou nd, 
explain next step., etc (if the instructor isn't 
ava ilable to do this). 
Follow the lesson up a week or so lat r with 
a phon " CGII: Did you enjoy it? Is there 
anything else you want to know? Are you 
coming back? Remind them about flying at 
club rates . 

Keith Auchterlonic 

BCA Communications Officer 

keilh ([!,g/iding.co.uk 

www.nation,llglidin/lweek.co.uk 

Climate and dusty Covers 
Why be afraid of dust, rain and sun? Protect 
your airplanes with effective covers from 
Sweden. All covers are made of white 
waterproof web and have very high UV pro­
tection . All Sewing is with doubte thread. 
We give you 4 years guarantee on the 
Materiats. Easy to wash. I will send product and 
materiats information if you wish . 

For more information 
Lars-Erik Blom, Emfo AB Sweden 

Fax 46 504 15150 
Emait: emfo@telia.com 
Internet: www.emfo.se 
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Seminars for inspectors 


IATTENDED the Glider and Motor Glider 
Seminar held Jt Portmoak on November 
13, 2004, in my role as BGA Senior 

Inspector at Borders Gliding Club and was 
accompanied by a fellow member and 
Inspector, Mike Simm. We set oif very early 
on SJturd,lY morning. The sky promised a 
good wave day. Fine Jnd sunny and wav s 
everywhere. Ah well! 

After a good journey we (Hrived 10 minutes 
before th e scheduled start ,1 nel were wJrmly 
greeted with a welcome coffee by Jim 
Hammerton, the BGA Chief Techni 'a l 
Officer, who runs the seminars. 

It IVas nice to see old friends and to 'iltch 
up on their news. Over 34 people registered 
attendance and eight clubs were represented: 
six ScotTish and two English. 

We IllJde ourselves comfortable in the 
briefing room and jim issued us with print­
outs of the programme and also draft copies 
of some of the forms and paperwork that is 
an increasing part of the Inspector's work. 

The Illorning programme covered glider 
and motorglider paperwork, including 
mainten.lnce recording and work packs, 
maintenanc<: checks. 

Maintenance checks must be recorded in 
the aircraft logbooks and must cont,lin 
maintenance schedule reference and check 
det'lils (CAAILAMS/AlI999 issuel or BGA 
GMS issue 1). Further discussions followed 
on Airworthiness Directives (ADs), Service 
Bulletins (SI3s) and the need to record 
component ch,lIlges, part numbers ,md serial 
numbers. 

We went on to discuss the import,lnce 
of accurate recording of repa irs and 
modifications to approved standards and/or 
manuf,lCturer DOA approva l. 

Following from the above we went on to 
the responsibilities of the owner and the 
maint,l iner; aga in, emph"sis was placed 
on the fact th at work packs form part of the 
aircraft logbook anclmilintenance history. 
It is a requirement to retain the information 
and Llil records should be passed on to 
the new owners when the aircraft changes 
hands. 

Maintenance on Civil Aviation Authority, 
European Aviation Safet)! Agen cy and BGA 
aircraft must be certified by an appropriJtely 
authorised person with the co rrect ratings. 

All UK aircraft must have UK logbooks; 
BGA gliders should use the BGA glider 
logbook and CAA gliders and motorgliders 
should use CAA logbooks. 

VI/e considered common problems and 
omissions such as flying hours not recorded 
properl y ,mel fabric inspections and pa inti ng 
not being recorded properly. 

After a welcome break we went on to 
explore the New Glicler C o( A issue 
procedure. Onl)1 EASA-approved types Ciln 

Eight gliding clubs (six Scollish and two English) were 

represented at the BGA seminar held at Portmoak in 

November by the Associations Chief Technical Officer, 

Jim Hammerton: 34 people aI/ended 

(Photo: David Wi/son) 

be accepted (types listed in CAP 747). 
lider types not listed are not eligible for a 

CAA C of A until type certified. 
New types of gliders may be found on 

the EASA website (the LAK 19 is the first type 
to be issued with an EASA Type Certificate.) 
Further discussion on documentation 
registration and marki ngs followed. 

We then moved on to C of A issue and 
renew(lls and ,lnnudl checks. 

The final <lnd very illlport,1nt subject was 
the need to recruit new Inspectors, beC:lUse 
the Inspector age base is gelling older and 
new ,wei younger blood is required. 

The p,lthway to acceptance for new 
Inspectors WdS outlined CfIld although no 
speci,~1 qualifications are required they 
must be sponsored by two other Inspectors 
and demonstrate experien e, commitment 
and integrity. 

Inspectors can only come from within 
the club environment or professional 
repa irers and prospective' inspectors must 
be encouraged. 

After a very good lunch we again 
assembled for ,1 question-,lIld-answer 
session, which proved very interesting 
and informative. 

This report is a vcrI' condensed version of 
the content of the seminar and I would stress 
th,1! the va lue of the exercise cannot be 
underestimLlted. I would E'nCOurilge as many 
Inspectors and prospec tive inspectors to 
attend any futurc sessions arr,~nged by Jim 
Ha mmerton. 

I would like to thank our hosts, the 
Scottish eliding Union, Portmoak, for their 
generous hospitality <lnd excellent lunch. 

David A Wilson 

Borders CC 
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SF 25C Rotax-Falke 
THE IDEAL MOTORGUDER 
FOR TRAINING, SOARING, 
CRUISING AND AEROTOW 

~~~ 
/"' 	 .

SouthernSoanng 

-~ 

SCHEIBE-FLUGZEUGBAU 


GMBH 

D-H'i22 I IbellaLl. Augllsl -I'I , t1l z-Slr. 25 

"I'd: 0<14') H I .-\ 1 -7 2()H~ Dr -72()H4 • LI.X: -7,-i6CJH'i 

UK Contact: Peter Serge Fink 

Tel: 01293 885147 • Fax: 01293 873214 


OMAAHIA NEW ZEAlA"O 

THE NEW WAVE IN GLiDI G••• 

A new operation offering a complete 


gliding package for all levels. 


Structured or casual courses, 


huge glider fleet, stunning scenery, 


discounts on all types of 


accommodation and a unique, 


friendly Kiwi atmosphere 


www.soaring.co.nz 


FlightMap Upgraded 
Flightmap is now available as Version 2.1 with enhanced 
facilities for: 

o 	 Airspace transit analysis. 


Presentation of navigation warnings. 


Creation of waypoint file subsets. 


o 	 Direct Volkslogger attachment. 

o 	 General map measurements. 

o 	 Easier inspection of map reference data and thermal 
analysis results. 

For details, visit: www.flightmap.co.uk 

Illustration shows the airspace transit viewer that displays a map of 
each transit together with the corresponding times and altitudes 
from the flight. 

CLEVER BOX VARIO SYSTEM
* See our website www.cairaviation.co.uk for details 01 this 

new exciting variometer system from the same stable os 
the ubiquitous XK 10 Vario System 

from ,. ~ 
. , . ~If 4> 
, , , I
· 


Aviation Ltd. 
"You can bank on us" 

I II' 

+ New Instruments: PZL Expanded Scale ASI's. 1.5 Turns 0-140kls £129, 1.75 Turns 0-200kls £139, PZL Zero Resel Varias, Flask and Ring, 80mm (Glider) £219, Exlended Scale (Molar Glider) 

£199, 57mm (Glider) £219, PZL EZS5 Mini TiS £299, Lunik Mini TiS £259, American Mini TiS £269, Sensitive Allimeters £149·£153, PZL Altimeler £109, Mini Accelerometer £159, CM24 Bullet 


Pedestal Compass £49, LC3 Panel Compass £49, Vertical Card Compass £139 + Surplus Tested Instruments: Horizons with new Solid State Inverter, Ferranti Mk6 £329, Mk141Coloured Display) 

£409, Mk31 (Coloured Display and Integral Slip Boll) £499, 80mm Glider rate TiS £114, Smiths Mk20 80mm Altimeter 6 O'clock Knob, £114, Mini Accelerometers £99 + Radios: Delcoln 960 Panel 

IvIount £249, Hand Held £216.90, ICOM A3E £276, Glider Battery Charger £19.90 + BGA Approved "Ottfvr" Releases: Original New "Ottfurs" £199, Latest "Ottfur" alternative release for modem 

gliders - Aerolow CW4CO series £179, Cof GCW300 series £219. Exchange OM series £119, CW series £99, Sprir<J Kits available all series. New "Ottfur Gold" Launch Sofety weak Unk Carrier £9.50. 


(AIR Aviation Ltd, Steephill HOllse, Fel(ot Road, FlIrna(e Wood, Felbridge, West SlIssex RH19 2PX Tel: 01342 712684 Fax: 01342 717082 

e-mail: (olin@(airaviatioD.(o.lIk www.(airaviation.(o.lIk 


XK' 0 "(LUS" VARIOMETER ClEVER SOX VARIO 

£269 	 £299 
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fly the Vale of York 

-
• Brilliant site. Tarmac & grass runways. No airspace restrictions. 2 Pawnee tugs. 2 winches 
• 3 x 2 seat training gliders. 3 x single seat. 2 motor gliders for faster glider training. Approved site for 
glider pilot NPPLSLMG • Plenty of caravan and trailer spaces. Full time staff 7 day operation 
• 5 day courses £330 • fixed price to solo £895 (winch & aero tow) York Gliding 
Rufforth Airfield, York Tel: 01904 738694 wwwyorkglidlngcentre.co.uk Centre 

Th • 

BGA Spring Courses 


Basic Instructor Courses: BI1 21-25 March 

Assistant Instructor Courses: IC1 2-10 April 
1C2 16-24 April 

february - March 2005 

Completion Courses: 

IC3 30 April-B May 
1C4 14-22 May 
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~Airspace News 


What's going on around the 

In the first of two articles, Carr Withall, chairman of the BGA Airspace Committee, provides a special 
update on the work of this committee, starting with the following proposed UK airspace changes 
and going on to consider the questions of Mode S Transponders and 8.33KHz radios. The April-May 
issue of S&G will contain his usual annual look at the airspace information all glider pilots must know 

Scotland 
THE, coltish changE' propo al has been 
finalised and generJl ly i very beneficial for 
gliding, with airway bases raised by up to 
4,000ft in the Aboyn Portmoak area and 
C Hlisle arei1. These chi1nges come into effect 
on f bruary '17, 2005 . 

Edinburgh 
Eclinburgh is chJnging their airspi1ce to Class 
0, from CI<)ss E, but th ey have reclucedth e 
area and furtht'r arrangements are being 
developed to enabl e gliders to cross their 
zone, 

England & Wales 

Newcastle 
Newcastle has been granted Class 0 airspace 
to join the new airway to Manchester but 
Rru ce Cooper and I had two fl ying visits and 
basica ll y they agreed to our suggestions. 
They have a good record of co-operation 
with General Aviation and really only got 
the airspace and uases thJt they did need. 

East Midlands 
E::1st Micllands has delayed the introduction 
of their new Illore extensive Class D air­
space that will affect Husbands Bosworth in 
f articular. Their ATe manager, Jon Cox, is 
very helpful. Goocl agreements for the Junior 
vVorids together with the Manager at 
Hi rmi ngham. John Wi II iamson. 

Finningley 
Finningley, now known as Rohin Hood 
Airport, has been granted an ATZ and is due 
to commence oper(ltions on a small sca le in 
January 200S, ~i c h ard Cole, recently retired 
Squadron Leader RAf, is to visit when the 
new ATC Manager arrives very soon to give 
a presentation on gliding, when, where, how 
high. et.c All the local clubs have been 
asked to be present and show where their 
gliders regularl y operate. 

West End 
Bri tol and Cardiff have been invo lved as 
part of the West End development of total 
redes ign of airspace west of London to 
Ireland, \!\Ie have been very involved for 
three years and meetings to ensure glider 
aC'eo, through the Bath gap willi am sure 
be successful. Andy Davis is also involved . 
Access to wave flying areas that will become 
con troll ed airspace in 2006 has been 
agreed, 
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Birmingham 
Widening of the airway at levels above 
FL145 will not concern gliding hut they elso 
want to extend low-level airspa ce towards 
Bidford. The Ministry of Defence and the 
BGA are objectino . 

coventry 
farnhorough anrl Manston are applying for 
Class D airspace but none had st.arted th e 
informal consult,llion process at the time 
of writi ng. 

Luton 
A proposa l for further Class 0 airspace to 
allow arrivals irom the north when they are 
operating on 08 has been on the go for 
some while but it was only at th e eleventh 
hour that they consulted the SGA and NATS 
at the same time, 

Kenley 
The site is experi encing a serious number 
of low flying general av iation aircraft when 
they are gliding and the Safety Regulation 
Group is meeting at Kenley with the Civil 
and Military Cfls and myself to discuss 
the problem, 

Parachuting 
Bruce and I are concerned that some 
parachute sites shown on the map are not 
operating at all or very irregularl y and so 
ca using General Av iati on to fly around th em 
due to the current 'rules'. If there is no reply 
on the given frequ 'ncy then a pilot must 
assume that they Jre active. 

AIS and Royal flight Notams are still very 
user-unfri endl y and meet ings are pl anned 
with the Roya l Flight department and AIS. 

Presentations 
Hugh Woodsend, Aston Down, is giving 
excellent gliding presentations around the 
country to RAF units, where it is compulsory 
to attend. These presentations are being very 
well received and the senior officers realise 
the benefits of this educat ion. Perhaps we 
shou ld invite talks by RAF pilots on their 
operations? 

Mode S Transponders 
The reason for the deveJopment of a Mod S 
transponder is that in Europe and some other 
very busy commercial flight operJtional 
areas the number of Transponcier Codes has 
virtually run out There are times when an 
aircrClit is delayed on take-oil' solely due to 

not having a Iransponder code available for 
ATC to read after take-off. vVith Mode S 
this problem will go away as there will be 
litera ll y millions of coeles ava ilable. Today 
there are 999 codes. 

There are two differenl types of Mode 5 
transponders that are heing mandated and 
introduced for flights in controlled airspace 
where th e carriage of a transponder is 
mandatory. Currentl y in UK it is mandatory 
above FLI 00 in controlled ,lirspace. 

EHS 
- Enhanced Surveillance Mode S 
This is being mandated for all aircraft abuve 
5,700kg and speed of 250kt and abov . 
This is bas ica lly for all commercial operators 
and already some operators are wishing to 
delay this implementation due to economic 
cons iderations, Whilst most operators will b 
equipped by March 31, 2007 Ihere will be 
transition arrangements for aircraft operators 
to equip the rema ining 10 per cent of an 
EHS appli cable fl eet. 

EHS allows ATC too download the aircraft 's 
speed, height, heading, and so on to, in 
effect, see the aircraft's fli ght path ahead of 
the aircraft. 

ELS 
- Elementary Surveillance Mode S 
This is the type of transponder th at w ill 
replace the current Mode NC tra nsponders, 
Th is transponder will transmit the aircraft's 
altitude and its identifi ca tion. In th eory all 
aircraft will be r quired to ca rry an 
El em entary Mode S transponder from 
March 31, 2008 in airspace th at is mandated 
for the ca rriage of a transponder. NB: thi s 
may not JPply to th e open FIR. 

At present there is no transponder 
avai lable ior unpowered aircraft that could 
be switched on continuously, without 
fl attening our glider batteri es within a 
coupl e oi hours. 

Current tran sponders transmit 70-150 
Watts. which is the ICAO standarcL The 
UK has developed a low-pow r, 20-Watt 
transponder that has been tested successfully 
and w ill hopefully be ready by 2008. 
This will require a difference to be fil ed with 
ICAO. Eurocontrol is now showing interest 
in this development. 

Ii a suitable transponder is NOT available 
for unpowered aircraft by 2008 then those 
Jircraft will be granted an exemption in 
the UK, 

In 2005 the CAA will conduct a iull RIA, 
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a Regulatory Impact Assessment, for the 
introducti on of Elementary Mode S 
tran sponders , This will be the time when 
all General Aviation organisations and 
individual s can have their say on this 
important topic. 

A mode S code ca n be applied for at 
Gatwick, They need only th e glider type 
Jnd the BGA number and they will allocate 
the code. Telephone 01293768374 or 
fax 01293 573860 

8.33 KHz radios 
These radios have been developed at greJ t 
expense to give Air Traffi c Control more 
frequencies in very busy areas. At present 
these frequencies are being used only in the 
airspJce Jbove FL245 in the UK <l nd a little 
lower in Europe. 

The CAA recen tly sent out a consultJtion 
document to introduco the use of these 
freq uencies en route down to FLI95 and in 
the major TMAs: London and Manchester. 

There ilre NO pl;lIls to introduce the use 
of th ese frequencies into the lower Jirspace 
and open FIR. 

For high-leve l gliding, Jbove FL1 9S, where 
we currently hilve wave areas th e military 
will continue to use frequencies that are 
available on our current rad ios . 

The plans for digital radi os to be ;wa ilab le 
by 20'10 seem to be slipping by several yea rs 
and therefore there mJY come a time by 
20'1 () that all aircraft may be required to have 
radios th at will have H.33 kH z spac ing. Thi~ 
is just spec ul ati on. 

However, what is a fact is that such radios 
will never be cheap - thi s is due to the very 
expensive components within them. 

Carr Withall 

Chairman, BGA Airspace Committee 

November 2004 
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Plan for the future 

WITHIN the Development Committee, 

we rece ive numerouS' phone ca lls 
from clubs cls king about a wide 

range of subjects. Some lead to long ilnt! 
compl ica ted discuss ions, over some months 
or even years. Others, however, can be 
answered very quickl y, at least initi all y, by 
referring to BGA publications. Some of these 
arc on the BGA website, whilst others neecl 
to be bought from the office. A list of what is 
avai lable is on www.gliding.co.uk. so you 
Ccl n see if any might answer your questions: 
click on information for clubs and memhers 
on the mJin menu th en club management 
(the li st is ncar th<-' bottom of the pJge). 

Among documents to download is the Site 
Operations Manual, essential reading for 
club officers , Thi s includes adv ice on the dry 
but essentiJI topi c of Airfi eld S.Jfeguarding, 
which Roger -oote covered in a recent issue. 
Other manual s and informati on produced by 
the BGA and available online are: Financial 
Help for Gliding Clubs; Winch Operators 
Manual; and Child Protection Policies. There 
.Jre also links to useful documents from other 
organisations, such as the Sports Councils. 

Planning before you're forced to 
A common enquiry we get is from clubs that 
have recently discovered that th ey have an 
exc iting opportunity to acquire some new 
property, such as an extra chunk of land, 
or perhJPs a glider. Or on other occasion" 
the reason for the ca ll is Ihilt they hJve, 
sometimes rather belatedly, rei'l li sed th at they 
need to look for J new site or raise the funds 
to buy their ex isting site. The start of th ese 
phone ca lls is usuall y along the same lin es: 
"we need to spend a lot of money on thi s 
new opportunity/problem - ca n you tell us 
where we CJn apply for il gran t?" 

Apart from falling back on my first line 
- see th e first paragraph - I also ask them 
wheth r they have a busin ess plan and/or 
Sports Deve lopment Plan in place. 

Why do you need J business plan? For a 
start, if you arc looking fur a signifi (;lIlt grant , 
a number of funding agencies, particularly 
the Sports Councils, require some form of 
business plan ilS pJrt of any application. 
Now that Lottery grant funding is limited to 
one third of proj ect costs it is important for 
the club to be ab le to show how the club 
will raise the other funds needed, either 
through grants or loans, and how loans will 
be serviced and repaid. In the case of th e 
Sports Councils, they will also gener;:illy 
require a Sports Development Plan. The time 
to write th ese plJns is when you have lime to 
talk to your members properly, think through 
all th e issues and generilily tJke the time to 
make a reall y good job of the tas k. That way, 
you can have more confidence yOll have 
rea lly identified the club 's ilims and are more 
likely to h;lVe the oupport of JII the members 

to ,lChieve the aims. Trying to write a plan in 
a hurry, simply in order to jump through a 
hoop of someone else's making, is much 
more difficult dnd stressful ,1Ild doesn't 
alwJys lead to a good result. Another reilson 
for a w ritten plan is 10 make unexpec ted 
dec isions eJs ier. If you have strilteg ic plilns 
about th e direction you wa nt the club to go 
over the next few yea rs, it is much cils ier to 
see how a dec ision fits into that ba ckground. 

Some people res ist the idea of treating a 
voluntary club as a business . However, while 
most clubs are voluntary organisations, not 
ordinary businesses, we must still be bu si­
ness like in th e way we run ourselves. If you 
consider that most clubs manJge a sizeable 
chunk of land and a range of expensive 
'quipmen t, Ihe comm ittee's responsibility to 

do th e best possible job with their memlJers' 
money is obvious. Most official s ,He volun­
teers acting in their spare time and would 
like to get through the work in the minimum 
of timt'. Dealing in a profess ional way w ith 
the club's aiiai rs sometimes makes for less 
work in the long run . I ~ay 'professional' to 
indicJte, not that we should pay officials, but 
that, even as volunteers, we should aim not 
to be amateurish. 

So, how to go about making a pl an7 Thi s is 
your cbanct' to use some imagination and an 
opportunity to make J reil l difference to your 
club 's future. It can be fun thinking out what 
you r ideal gliding club would look like' 
PIJns don't need to be vC' ry compli ca ted, but 
Ihey are more likely to succeed if members 
are consulted. You should aim to identify the 
c lub's strengths and weaknesses, recogni se 
the opportunities open to YOLl , and consider 
threats which the club might face. Potential 
cr ises should be c;onsiclc'red, so appropriJte 
safeguards can be put in place, and new 
ideas should be aired. When th ese building 
blocks are in pl ace, you can create a plan 
for how you, with the members, want to see 
the club deve lop for the future, including 
general policies on membership, property 
and equipment ,mel fin anci,ll plans. If majo r 
CClp ita l projects Jre in the pipeline, clubs 
may need to be self sufficient JS the ilvililability 
and amount of grants reduces. 

As part of the process, it C,l n be useful to 
prepar a Sports Development Plan. This will 
typically include lil rgets for membership 
numbers, th e sort of fl ying you all hope to do 
and the progress club members will be 
l~ncouraged to make, with practical action 
plJns for how t'he c lub is go ing to get th ere. 

If you would like to prepare plans for your 
club 's future developme.nt and wou ld like 
somt' help Jild working models, contact th e 
Deve lopment Commillee Chairman , Diana 
King, or Developmen t Officer, Roger Coote. 

Diana King 

December 2004 

13 

http:developme.nt
http:www.gliding.co.uk


Sailplane & Gliding 14 



Winpilot - VolksLogger - Borgelt - GarMax 

"Winpilot - The best features, Great Backup, Great for Gliding !!"• Flight Computer. Moving Map 

WinelJQt provides the next generation instrument. It is the best, most powerful gliding 
• Full Task Nav .• Airspace warnings computer software available, providing a friendly user interface with a fast, high 

resolution, touch sensitive display. It Uses Compaq iPaq palm-sized computers. • Thermal Mapping. View flights WinPilot Pro Combined with an IGC VolksLogger and a Borgelt B50, Cambridge 302, 

• Terrain 	Map. Free Nav. data updates LX5000, LX160 Vario creates an incredibly powerful platform on which any option found 
in today's flight computers, and many new ones can be implemented. 

Borgelt B50 £599 + vat 

• smooth , responsive, quicker centering 
• extremely zero stable varia - rely on it 
• clear, unambiguous displays 
• installation is easy - no flasks 
• analogue display size - 57 or 80mm 
• Wiring harness for link to WinPilot pro 

VolksLogger £519 + vat 

• IGC Logger, clear GPS nav. Display 
• incl all cables and software 
• FAI task declarations and GOTO function 
• BGA2004 waypoints supplied 
• Integrated with 

Touch empty space - Touch or lOOM 
to PAN screen ..~~___+-"""___.,.. 
Ma!J>et1c North 

_.d Glider ....___-:--_ 

Ai'spac<! L_. .­
Touch for delais 

GarMax £40.00+vat - UK Airspace moving map, TPs for Garmin GPS 

' Adv P 

I~ most cost effective gliding TP and moving map!! 2004 update available March 
Adv $249 needs GPS (NMEA) 

Pro $299 needs suitable Varia system Crabb Computing 
3 Salford Close 
Welford , Northants, NN6 6JJwww.crabb.biz Tel +44 (0)1858 575665 - paul@crabb.biz 

A new solution for 
your glider insurance needs 

HSBC Insurance Brokers Aviation Division 

have put in place a facility for all your gliding 

insurance needs, Backed by 100% London 

Company Underwriters and offering competitive 

terms, it is serviced by one of the most 

experienced aviation teams in the London market. 

HSBC Insurance Brokers Limited is a major 

intemational risk management, insurance broking 

and employee benefits organisation. We offer 

companies, partnerships and individuals 

innovative and proactive solutions tailored to 

their needs. 

For further information please contact: 

Tony Mitchison, Aviation Division, 

"SBC Insurance Brokers, 

Bishops Court, 27-33 Artillery Lane, 

London El 7LP, United Kingdom. 

Telephone Direct Lines: 020 7661 2835 


020 7661 2883 
Facsimile: +44 (0)20 7661 2933 
Email: tonymitchisoo@hsbc.com 
Web: www.insurancebrokers.hsbc.com 

HSBC~ 
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PLATYPUS 


Film cannot lie ... 
I LOVE watching historica l TV progr,lmrnes, 
especially Jhout World War Two, which 
I experienced from the age of fi ve to 11 as a 
thrilling show put on entirely for the benefit 
of rne Jndmy fell ow shrapnel -gathering 
urchins. My favourite trophy was an ME-l 09 
cannon shell, which I kept trying to detonate. 
I obviously fai led. (If you want to understand 
the rnentality of that generation , watch John 
Boorrnan's splendid rnov ie Hope & Glory.) 

Many of these prograrnrnes have exc iting 
cornrnentary and exc iting film clips. The 
only probl em is the exc iting words ,lIld 
exc iting film clips don't match up. 

Thus th dlwJys-stirring, rirarnalicJ ll y­
narrated story of th e Battle of Britain is 
usuall y accornpani ed by shots uf squadrons 
of obso lescent Junkers Ju 52s (trimotor 
transports w ith fi xed underca rri ages) which 
were never used against Britain. By way 
uf compensation, many B,llli e of Britain 
documentari es also show pictures of Focke­
W ulf FW190 fightE'f's, which never appeared 
in act ion until about two years later. 

The vo ice-over in a documentary about 
Doolittl e's raid on Tokyo in 1942 refers 
co rrec tly to the Americans' use of aircraft 
ca rriers and cruisers - but is accompanied 
by a magnificent film clip of a squadron of 
bJtlleships in line astern. Doolittle's bornbers 
each had three bombs - the Sfm II load 
being due to th ·' extreme r,l nge - dropped 
from a low altitude, aboul '1 ,SOOft - but the 
film, taken from the belly of a plane, shows 
huge strings uf 20 or rnore hombs falling 
from at least l .5,OOOft. Obviously quite a 
different raid, quite different planes over a 
difierent target. What th e H II ! It 's showbiz. 

They even rnanaged to work in Japa nese 
Kamikaze attacks (from "1945) - quite 
irreleva ntly - into one such programme: 
it looks spectacular (though we've seen it 
a hundred limes) so in it goes. That seems 
to be the only cr iteri on. 

Sometimes the makers of what purport to 
be docuillentary programmes about Wor ld 
\iVar O ne insert whole clips from feature 
films like Hell 's Angels, without mentioning 
th'lt this footage of dogiights, with fl aming 
Fokkers piumilleting earthwards trailing 
dense smoke, is completely fa ke, shot twelve 
years .liter the war by I-Ioward Hughe . 
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By the way, you Ccl n eas il y tell such fakes 
b~'cJ USC the clouds show up cleLl rly Jga insl 
the sky, and that WJS only poss ible after 
the introduct ion of panchrornati c filill and 
yellow filters in tht' 192 05. Beiore thal all 
ski es look dead w hite, being photographed 
with film thJt was excessively blue-sensiti ve. 
There ex ists no genuine air-to-a ir footage of 
World \IVaI' O n 0 planes bei ng shot clown. 

I could go on. 
Don't - Ed. 
But, gett ing back to our beloved sport 

(Th,lt'S a relief - Ed) I fear desperately for th e 
future of gliding documentary film, huwever 
lovingly and painstakingly assembled by 
Ted Hull and others who ca re for history and 
getting the record straight. If, after we an,' all 
dead, these ignora nt cOlllmercial hooligans 
of the cutting-room floor get th ir hands on 
ou r heritage, then our cherish ed history will 
be, well, history. It won't ex ist any more. 
I ca n sec and hea r the iuture of cobbled­
together-for-television gliding docurnentaries 
now, and I shudder .. . 

... after stock shots of soaring albatrosses 
or eagles, and the usual drea ry predictable 
gu rf Gbout "mGn\ age-long drearn of ilight" 
(yawn) the vo ice-over gets into the hard 
facts: " Lilli Ental, fa mous German av iatrix 
(pictures of Amy johnson climhing into a 
Crunau Baby at Dunstahle) met her trag ic 
end (dra matic (oolag of Percy Pilcher 
plunging in/() [he ground, rather suspiCiously 
done in high-quality Technicolor} at Killy 
Hawk, the place being so named after her 
glider, the Hawk, and Philip Wills's w ife, 
Kitty. Undaunted, the Wright twin s, Wilful 

Film clips don 't match up 

and Awful, soared the Channel (p icture of 
Colonel Cocly:s biplane ca rtwheeling on 
Sa lisbury Plain in front of a Rolls-Royce full 
of genera ls) and by demonstrating Ihat 
Britain was no longer an island, inadvertentl y 
stJrted the First World War (picture of mud­
filled trenches, soldiers running around like 
ants, and gigantic explosions, which though 
[hey occur many miles aWdy, are always 
hea rd absolutely instantaneously). 

After the war, the Versa ill es treaty forbade 
the Germans to have bicycles or ca rs, so 
the only way they could get around was by 
ca tapulting each uther off muulltain tops in 
the hope of reaching the next village 
(footagE of American, Australian and French 
gliders plunging into American trees, 
Australian lakes and French vin yards: no 
Cerman aircraft or scenery to be seen). 
However, it was British pilot Robert 
Stephenson - sti II remarkab ly spry after 
single-handedl y cre~lling Britain's railroad 
systern and writing the best-selling Treasure 
Island - who soared the Engl ish Channel in 
1939 (tl/m of ASH 25 at40,000ft over the 
Owens Valley) proving th at Britain was no 
longer an island and inadvertentl y stinting 
the Second World War ( hots of ME-163 
rocket fighters over London's docks with that 
famous vertical black C'xplosion from Pearl 
Harbour m ysteriously worked in ... ) 

It'll probab ly get an Award for Cinemati c 
Excellence. 

And the audience will just love it. 

Poetic licence 
In rny capacious postbag thi s month I find a 
chMllling, if somewhat delayed, reaction to 
my poetry page of a couple of ),ea rs ago 
ca ll ed Haiku or, for soaring pilots, Hi-Cu. 
You should have no difficult)' in deciding 
from w hich country the letter ori ginates. 
I have left the spelling unaltered, since it has 
a delightful poetry of its own: 

"Haiku, well known to the world, is the 
poetly purposely expressing -,pritual and 
lieratural matters, descrihin[j aUlhor's very 
sensuJI feelings and minds, with noble 
wordings. People who can make "Haiku" 
are normally regarded as the very highly 
educated. 

Instead, japanese people have "Sen-ryu" 
poetry with I 7 syllables, looks ., imilar to the 
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jokes about everyday life 

"Haiku". But it is (or acute criticisms dnd 
jokes about evaryday life, the poor polities 
and for everything. 

I enjoyed the article very much and it had 
made me laughed very aroud. I wish my 
friend Japanese pilots could read and under­
stand the article without translating it. 

To me The Tail Feathers is THE most 
difficult and challenging part of the 
magazine. But I only recently reached to the 
level to learn and study about the logic of 
English language. Sincerely yours, etc" 

I am in total agreement with "The Tail 
Feathers is THE most difficult and challenging 
part of the magazine" but that is because 
I have to write it. When N,]Uaki, for that is 
his first name, learns the logic of the Engli sh 
language, I hope he will tell me what that is 
before we both get much older. The logic 
of my native tongue is an elusive thing, and 
it may take someone from a long way off 
to ca pture it. 

On a higher plane 
Here is another letter from a fan. Ah, my 
public, how I love them - and they me! 

"Having read and laughed about TlNSFOS 
and all the wonderful Platypus texts I hope 
you're just converting to an even better 
plane . Happy landings and merry X-mas 

Martin ."'**, Austrian glider pilot" 
Sorry, Martin, but I really am se lling up 

for good. The better plane I am converting to 
is the cu ltural and spir itual plane of Haiku, 
string quartets and travel to ancient lands 
before they are destroyed by extreme wealth 
or extreme poverty. 

That remind. me, thinking of the logic of 
the English language: a rather precious book 
critic sa id some years ago, writing of the 
great aviator-novelist Antoine de St Exuperyl, 
that he "had experienced love on several 
different planes." French fI iers are pretty 
innovative, as we all know if you have 
attended any world championships, but in 
the days before the autopi lot that really took 
some doing. 

1 . Author oi Night Flight, Flight to Arras. The I. it/Ie 

Prince, etc. He van ishC::'rl on a reconnais5.:tnce mis5ion 

in " P.l8 Lighln ing late in \o\/orkl War Two. IJ is reeen ll )' 

rumoured Ihal his plam' may have been discovered 

on Ihe ''''cclilerranean seabed. 

February - March 2005 

TINSFOS and bum notes 
One addict of very sma ll gliders - well , 
Francois Pin2, PWS World Champ, no less 
- has written to ask whether I chose to play 
the cello because, as a proponent of the 
slogan, "There is No Substitute for Span", 
I mllst inevitJbly prefer the big instrument 
to the little ones. My first reaction to this 
seemingly facetiolls remark was to say 
dismissively that there was no parallel whJt­
ever between long wings and long strings. 

Having heard th e high-altitude screeching 
of massed amateur violins, hOloV('ver, I have 
reJlised that the big instrument is much 
more tolerant of finger-fumbles. Likewise, 
the pi lot of a grand planeur can get away 
with errors that punish little guys mercilessly. 

Let's hear it 

for the freeloaders 


Still on the Food of Love: I read that people 
who take the opportunity to download tunes 
from internet music-sharing siles for nothing, 
but who never upload any tunes for others 
to enjoy, are known in that commu nity as 
" leeches" and are denounced in terms that 
George Moffat would endorse. As in gliding, 
leeches are so numerous in our society 
because Darwinian evo lution obviously 
favours them. Heroic leaders, from Achilles 
onwards, are eliminated abruptly from 
the gene pool before they can reproduce 
in quzlf1tity. 

Just when you thought it 
was safe to fly again 

Last issu e's announcement of my retirement 
(rom flying as Pilot-in- harge must have 
brought tears to a few eyes, and tugged at 
some magnanimous heart-strings, since it 
has brought a Christmas bonus - two 
renowned exponents of the soaring art have 
each offered m back se t in competitions 
in the coming contest season. Apart from 
supplying peebags at frequent interval s (we 
are all getting on a bit) my duties have not 
yet been spelt out. I cou ld of course tak the 
entire BGA Rule Book with me - maybe in 
electronic format after scanning th e Rule 
Book into my latest Mac G4 portable - so 
that I could say at some critical point in the 
flight, "Guess what we can get away with 
under Rule 372, paragraph C subsection iv, 
down the next leg, Bert!" (Neither of them is 
called Bert: I wish to keep you in suspense.) 
Other pilots never have the benefit of an 
in-flight lega l advice service. With these 
complicated modern tasks it's all but 
essentia l; the brain of a solo pilot in a 
competition is overloaded and cannot 
grapple with these problems at 500ft 
- or any altitude - even if he works as a 
tra ined barrister Monday to Friday. The 
back-seat lawyer could be a major strategic 

2. A serious discussion oi Ihe case lor the World CldSS, 

w ilh contributions from its critics dncl supportef"5, w ill 

appear in a luture sse - Ed. 

o Peler FuJler 2005 

a little series called STING 

advantage to the guy in front. Perhaps I am 
getting above myself, though. I can see the 
response my generous offer will rece ive: 
"Er, that's hugely kind, Plat, but all I want oe.' 
from you is the peebilgs, thanks very much ." 

Anticlimax 
If you want reildable copy for a iluffy, light­
weight column like Tailfeathers you nee"d 
to do something truly dumb for the readers 
to laugh at. Well , not so dumb that you 
fail to get the copy in at all , obviously. 

Indeed I plan in future issues of S&G to 
run a little seri es ca lled STiNC - or, Stupid 
Things I Now Coniess. You ca n imagine the 
likely content, based on 40-odd years of 
narrow escapes Zlnd utterly unmerited good 
luck. Stuff I could not tell before because of 
the CFI and the insurance companies - not 
to mention my partners. 

However, my last field landing before 
I retired as Pilot-in-Charge fail s miserably by 
every journalisti c criterion . It was July 2004: 
I got over-confident in very fl ~lky weather, 
and finally had to pick a field IleJ r hipping 
Norton, with a passenger in the back 5 at 
who had never experi enced an outlanding 
before. I regret to disap~oint you, but the 
whole thing was a copy-book exercise. 
Lovel y surface: a former wheat field, now 
set-aside - ther has to be something good 
to say about the European Union 's ommon 
Agricultural Poli cy - with a gent le up-slope 
into wind. I even remembered to put the 
wheel down. No hilarious anecdotes about 
enraged farmers chasing one with a shotgun, 
or inquisitive GOWS eating th control 
surfaces, or amorous bull. trying to mate 
with the ASH 25. The farmer insisted on 
providing his Land Rover to get the trail er 
to the glider and then to the main road, and 
refused il ll payment, saying it was a new 
experience that he had much enjoyed . 
Then we got home in one piece without 
jack-knifing the trailer. 

Is that all? Ed 
Sorry! Plat. 
Huh! I should think so! Ed. 

mdbirdr?/1dircon.co.uk 

Tht, Plal),I'Lls Paper>: so yr'd" oi pmV(' rl c:ss pilolJge 

(""rC/hack. 160 pages ,1Ilri 100 Peler Fuller c,lrtoonsi 

costs L/9.<J5 + f).50 1'&1' - b,,), at w\V\V.gliding.co.uk 

17 

http:w\V\V.gliding.co.uk
http:mdbirdr?/1dircon.co.uk


FLIGHT TEST 


18-metre Discus 2c 

Jochen Ewald tries out the new 
offering from leading German 
factory Schempp-Hirth: the 
Discus 2c with 18-metre tips 

ANEW CONCEPT is becoming more 
and more popular: unflapped gliders 
with exchangeable 'IS or l8-metre 

span are attracting more and more buyers in 
today's gl idi ng scene, After the LS-8/18 
with wing extensions to l8-metres (now ih 
production aga in at DC Flugzeugbau) and 
the ASW 28-18, with its wing sections 
further inboard, Schempp-Hirth has now 
flown its contender in this category of the 
Standard Class. 

Its new Discus 2c has a J triple-trapezo id 
four-part wing with the dihedral increasing 
in three steps towards its wingtips, which are 
formed hy slightly outwards-pointing 
Maughmer winglets. It is easy to rig, with a 
tongue-tongue main spar connection held by 
a central bolt, whi ch is secured behind a 
spring lock. Automatic control connections Hahnle system famili ar from ea rlier versions. which swings upwards, offer easy entry to 
are of the Hi.ihnle type, while waterballast Anyone who has flown Schempp-Hirth the cockpit. The sea l on the inside of the 
valves interconnect via torsional links. The gliders already will feel at home on enteri ng cockpit frame deforms a little when YOll put 
outer wing sections slide on to the outer the new Discus 2c's roomy cockpit. It is your weight on it as you climb in, but it 
spar tongue ends and are held by horizontal equipped with the popular, well-arranged seals perfect ly in flight. To make enteri ng 
bo lts, pushed in by levers that disappear interior familie r from earlier models. and (emergency) exit a bit eas ier, I would 
down into th gap between the wing The fuselage itself is much the same as the like small steps on the cockpit floor between 
sections; the outer aileron parts connect. to recently reviewed Ventus 2cx (see 517ort­ knee support and pedals. This would also 
the inner ones vi a small, flat tongues. eared Ventu5 2cxT, August-September 2004, prevent the nice sea t cushi on becoming 
The lead ing edges of the inner sections p19), offering more space in the cockpit and damaged or soiled . 
contain integrated wdterballast tanks, each improved internal sa fety features compared All the contro ls are ergonomica ll y placed, 
of 100 litres capacity, which Jre filled to earli er versions of the Discus. Its tail unit except for the cab le release button, which 
through lids in the upper surfa e at their also has the new, lower-drag aerofoils and I think might be situated a bit higher (or, 
outer ends and emptied through vdlves at en larged rudder surface ot the latest Ventus. even better, on the left cockpit wall ) to avoid 
their bottom cl ose to the wingroots. The newly des igned outer wing sections pilots with thicker thighs fumbling ill 

The fusel<lge comes with the latest internal for th e 18-metre Discus 2c, with Maughmer between their legs to grab it should they 
saf ty features; a big suspended retractable winglets that point slightly outwards, were need to release quickly. 
main wheel with hydrauliC dis ' brake; and a fitted for Illy test flight, while the new Another, secondary improvement might 
tailwhee l. A battery holder in the fin allows lS-metre outer wings were still under des ign be the knob to adjust the front ventilation 
crude adjustment of the c of g, while the when I visited Kirchheim. above the airbrake lever: a flat disc, it isn't 
6.S -litre fin tank (with interconnected dump The canopy with its single lever opening easy to grasp. 
valve) compensates for the moment of the and jetti son lever (when it's opened in fli ght, The rudder pedals and the backrest are 
main wat rballast tanks in front of the c of g. the right hinges break off and the ca nopy adjustable across a wide range and will fit 
The tailplane is fixed to the fin using the ca n fl y safely off) and the instrument panel, nearly all pilots. There are two battery 

From left the long wings: 

(top) outer end of the inner 

wing section, showing the 

tongue that links the 

ailerons; (bottom) the outer 

sections are secured by a 
horizontal bolt operated by 

this lever; the outer wing; 

the Discus 2c face-on; 

evening dew highlights 

where the spar is: the inner 

wing sections can be 

carried comfortably by the 

spar tongues protruding 

from both ends 
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Left: the elegant addition to the Schempp-Hirth fleet 

Right: flown by Bernd Weber over the Teck & Alb region 

Above: a lifting panel makes cockpit entry and exit easy 

holders in the cockpit area, one on the floor 
in front of the instrument panel, another one 
behind a lid in the mainframe GRP cover. 

N ice touches ar the bag tailored to take 
the aircra ft's papers as well as the main bolt 
,md ri gging tools - thi s is fixed to the rear 
side of the backrest - as well ilS two pockets 
on the cockpit wa ll to take all the things 
you need in fli ght. 

The pro totype I fl ew hild an empty weight 
of 278kg. My (unballastedl take-off weigh t 
was about 365kg with the tail battery 
inserted, producing a relati vely rear c of g 
pos ition. 

Their dihedral, increas ing in steps, gives 
these l8-metre wings excellent ground 
clearance, even more than most conventional 
l 5-metre gliders. The ailerons worked 
straightaway, even in crosswind conditions. 
Both th se fea tures make thi s glider suitable 
for less experienced pilots. 

On aerotow, even with the stick slightly 
back, the Discus 2c's ground run appeared a 
bit longer than expected: it I if ted off above 

minimum speed, at about the same time the 
Christen Husky tug li fted off. On aerotow at 
ll 5km/h, its nose relatively high, the tug 
appeared only just above the panel - this 
indicates how the designers dea lt with the 
prob lem of optimising the performance of 
unflappecl gliders: these show a relatively 
big difference in their angle of attack 
betwe n slow and fast flying speeds, and 
their uselage aerodynamics have to address 
this prob lem. To minimise the fu se lage drag 
over the whole flying speed range, the angle 
of incidence between wing and fuselage has 
to be chosen very ca refull y. Nevertheless, a 
bit more ground angle of attack achieved by 
a slightl y higher main wheel would result in 
shorter launching ground runs, espec iall y 
desirable when slower tugs like motorgliders 
Me being used. Otherwi se, the cockpit view 
was fine, and the fresh air ventil ati on 
through the front opening and the sidewall 
nozzle was as it should be. 

The undercarri age was easy to operate 
with the lever at the right console, and the 

button of the spring trim on the right conso le 
permitted prec ise and easy tr imming to any 
speed in the range after swinging it a bi t to 
the right to unlock it. 

The slow speed and stalling characteristi s 
were exemplary for use of the Discus 2c a a 
first single-scater during pilot training. Be low 
65km/h lAS, buffeting could clearl y be felt, 
whil e the ASI needle dropped about 10km/h 
due to the w ingroot vortexes hitting the pitot 
tube in front of the fin. When I pulled thE' 
Sti ck further back this resulted in a cl earl y 
vi sible increase of the angle of attack and 
was accompanied by shaking - still under 
full control. With the sttck fully back, 
staggering started, which finally lead to a 
soft wingdrop. Eas ing the sti ck a bit forwards 
stopped the <lutorotation immediately. With 
the big two-bladed Schempp-Hirth brakes 
open, the behaviour was the same, at about 
7km/h faster, and the fin al full sta ll appeared 
even more stable, w ithout wingdrop. \lVhen 
stalled during Circl ing, the Discus 2c 
behaved also completely gently and showed :> 
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FLIGHT TEST 


~--

Discus 2c-18 data 
Span: 18m/15m 

Length: 681m 

Wing area: 11.36m3/1 0, 16m2 

Wing aspect ratio: 28.5 22.2 

Empty weight: 275kgl265kg? 

(Discus 2cT with engine 325kgl305kg) 

Max waterballast 2001 (wing) + 6.51 (tailfin) 

Max take-off mass: 565kg/525kg 

Wing loading: 31-50kglm2/33-52kg/m2 

Max speed: 280km/h 

Best glide: performance data awaits 

Min sink: Idaflieg evaluation 

Top left: three-view of the new Discus 2c-15/1B 

Top right: the tai/plane uses the new low-drag aerafoil 

Above: the Maughmer winglets point slightly outwards 

Below: fin battery lets heavier pilots adjust the c of g 

All photos: Jochen Ewald 

no sudden, uncontrolled movements. 
The roll-rate was excellent: at 100km/h 

I measured only 3.B seconds for the 45°-45° 
bank change - this is only marginally more 
than older 15-metre versions! At this speed, 
and also slightly below, control harmony 
appeared perfect - full application of rudder 
and aileron resulted in t.he string staying 
neJrly perfectly in the centre. Only during 
very slow thermalling was more rudder 
required. This, t gether with the light, 
but unJmbiguou, control forces Jnd the 
clearly sensitive lift status report of the 
aileron made centring and thermalling 
in this glider real fun. 

Flying in smooth thermals, the Discus 2c 
appeilred to climb best at a speed of about 
BOkm/h, while stronger and narrow thermals 
offered most fun circling Jt 45 C bJnk and 
85-90km/h. The Discus 2c thermal led stably 
and appeared to be In excellent climber. 
In the high-speed range, it was also st<lble 
and comfortable. It obviously need not fear 
comparisons to the older Open Class gliders 
of the 20-22-metre generation! 

The Schempp-Hirth airbrakes were really 
effective, enabling very steep approaches. 
When opening them, the trimmed speed 
increJsed by lOkm/h, making trim adjust­
ments during the approach unnecessary. 

Sideslipping presented no problems: with 
full aileron, about 80 per cent rudder and 
the stick slightly back, it was very stable and 
effective and, as a side-effect, also improved 
visibility towards the I,lnding field with 
the nose now over to one side. Even with 
full airbrakes, elevator during sideslip 
was effective enough to prevent it from 
increasing speed, and the glider really did 
descend as steeply as you could imagine. 

Completely held off, the Discus 2c 
touched the ground first with its tailwheel 
before the main wheel caille down softly. 
This big wheel was well sprung ,lIld would 
dampen the cifects of even rough ground on 
bumpy airfields satisfactorily. The hydraulic 

disc brake was easv to close with the lever 
in front of the stick', and the tailwheel load 
was high enough to permit effective braking 
without the risk of the nose nodding do"vn 
and becoming scratched, while aileron 
control remained perfect until standstill. 

Th e l5-metre outer wings will be ready 
soon, and th e Discus 2c is also going into 
production as sustainer motorglider (Discus 
2cT) equipped with the renowned Schempp­
Hirth turbo drive (No.2 will be one of 
these). Both the Ventus 2 and the Discus 2 
fuselages are (as long as there is no engine 
installed) also suitable for installation of the 
recently certified Streifen der-MVEN GRS 
RADA 500 ballistic glider rescue system. 
Compared to the usual person,1I parachutes 
(whose buying pri ce and often discomfort 
then Gin be spared), this system allows 
successful rescues from situations previously 
categorised as hopeless. Depending on 
customer interest, Schempp-Hirth is thinking 
about including this item on its extras list. 

In conclusion, I can say that, with the 
Discus 2c, Schempp-Hirth's engineering 
team (l ed by Helmut Treiber) has agaill created 
a new glider which meets nearly all th e 
requirements of a wiele r,lIlge of customers 
from top championship experts and normal 
club and private pilots. 

The build quality is excell ent, it flies safely 
and is well-harmonised, with light control 
forces and excellent flying characteristics 
- in other words, a glider which is really fun 
to fly and which, with its top perforrnclnce, 
appeJrs to follow on smoothly from the big 
successes of its stablemates. A large range of 
wingloadings CJn be achieved in both the 
15- and lB-metre configurations, making it 
easy to choose a suitable configuration for 
the conditions. And, last but not least, 
its really gentle and easy-to-handle slow 
flying characteristics make this glider 
suitable for all-round club use - an 
important feature in determining the 
long-term value of a glider. 
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lX avionics Ltd 
www.lxavionics.co.uk 

Sole UK Distributor for: Sole UK Distributor for: 
LX Navigation www.lxnavigation.si Filser Electronic GmbH www.filser-electronic.de 

Whole range is available to order; some items in stock 

www.lxavionics.co.uk for more information 

Contact: John Delafield 07850 950349 or 01865 374125 

E-mail: John@lxavionics.co.uk • www.lxavionics.co.uk 


or your regular supplier 
LX avionics Ltd price list available - on request Add p&p to all prices E and OE 
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VARIOMETERS and FLIGHT COMPUTERS 
NEW LX 16 
Club and Standby Vario 

£339 inc' VAT 

LX 7000 Pro IGC 
Fully integrated flight system 

£2,979 inc' VAT 

LX 7000 Basic (without GPS) 

£1,950 Inc' VAT 

Colibri 
Small & Light 

£594.99 inc' VAT 

ATR 500 
9 ch memory 

£769 inc' VAT 

TRT 600 
Mode AlC and S 
Integral alticoder 

£2,079.95 Inc' VAT 

LX 160Si ...­
New Specification I • -

I .. : ~ _ ••• 

Vario and nav functions 

£899.46 inc' VAT 

,. ' .. , .'. .;...,;.. 
' .. ' ~. 

Package LX 160Si/Colibri 

£1,426.45 inc' VAT 

302/LX 7000 
Fully integrated flight 
system when connected 
to CAl 302 

£1,198.50 inc' VAT 

LX 20 
Full size screen 

£999.52 inc' VAT 

ATR 600 
100 ch memory 
(Remote control option) 

£997.57 inc' VAT 

TRT 800 
As TRT BOO but 
extended squiller 

£2,138.50 inc' VAT 

ACCESSORIES - a small selection 
AL 2000 charger 
CE approved, automatic 

£48.95 inc' VAT 

Wing Dollies 
Wide range available 

From £249 inc' VAT 
Package price for dolly and 
towing arm 

Microphones 
Selection 

From £39.95 inc' VAT 

Towing Arm 
Strong, light and folds 

£229.12 inc' VAT 

WINTER INSTRUMENTS 


1-..._11 

LX 1600 
Flight Nav Computer using 
PDA (pOA not Incl) 

£998.75 inc' VAT 
Package LX 1 600/Colibri 
£1,535.72 

LX-Nav 
Plug and play replacement 
for CAl L Nav with much 
greater capability 

£1,395 inc' VAT 

ELTs 
ELT 2 
Portable with mounting bracket 

£141 inc' VAT 

ATR 833 
B.33 KHz ch spacing 
version of ATR 600 

£1,429 inc' VAT 

TRT 800A 
"Flat pack" version of 

TRT BOO (avail. Spring 05) 


From £2,444 inc' VAT 

GPS Mouse 
Power and GPS 
to iPAQ 

£131.60 inc' VAT 

iPAQ Mounts 
Wide range available 

From £49.95 inc' VAT 

http:1,535.72
http:www.lxavionics.co.uk
mailto:John@lxavionics.co.uk
http:www.lxavionics.co.uk
http:www.filser-electronic.de
http:www.lxnavigation.si
http:www.lxavionics.co.uk


RACING SAILPLANES 


The will 

to win ... 

Standard Class Junior World 
Champion Jez Hood (right) 
seeks to explain some of 
the less tangible el.ements 
of competing successfully 

W
HEN S&C's editor asked me to put 
down in words what I think makes 
my flying successful a blank, vacant 

expression came over my face. 
"I don't really know," is what I thought. 
"No problem," is what I said. 
So began the task of trying to define the 

factors that, for me, really do contribute 
to successful camp flying, and make the 
difference. I'm not going to even look 
at equipment - that's a given - you have 
to have the right kit for you: equipment 
that you are completely confident in. 

I'm not going to tell you how to read the 
sky, to climb well, or how to use wavelblue 
thermals or final glide well. What I'm going 
to try and do is to tell you how you can fly 
competitions more successfully, and ideally 
win, by using your head even when you 're 
not flying. However, this is not based on 
scientific facts or good psychology - only on 
"stuff that I think is important to me". 

The will to win 
Let's start with what I think is the big one: 
your potential in many things, and it is very 
true in gliding, is directly proportional to 
your will to win, your competitiveness, your 
bloody-mindedness, your stubborn streak, or 
whatever you want to call it. 

I think most people who know me would 
agree that I have all of these factors in 
abundance. As a child I was, horribly bad 
loser, and this has not got a lot better since. 
I am stupidly competitive sometimes - with 
anything that can be turned into a contest 

being so transformed (the lighting-a-match­
with-one-hand-contest resulting in a pJinful 
reminder). But I believe strongly that unless 
you want to win more than anyone else in 
a contest, and believe you can win, then 
you probably won't. 

Now the problem with this is that it's a 
hJrd thing both to define Jnd quantify, and 
to control. How do you know if you 've got 
that "will to win"? The competitiveness to 
really want to beJt every other pilot? Only 
you can decide that. But if you do hJve it, 
how do you manage it to its full effect? One 
thing's for sure: if it's not properly dealt with, 
it can very easily damage your performance: 
it has to be controlled. 

I've tried to think of some perfect formula 
for this, but I can't - I'm sure there's some 
great books about it somewhere ... My own 
philosophy is that you must use it to build 
self-belief within yourself, channelling 
uncontrollJble blind competitiveness into 
something that works for you. 

What I'm not sJying is that you have to be 
the most physically competitive person at a 
competition to win - that you have to fly on 
lower or stretch the glide further than every­
one else. Competitiveness is JII in the mind. 

Visual isation 

Well, here's about as psychological as I get: 

visualisation is a useful tool thJt can enable 

you to deJI with stressful situations before 

they occur. This idea was first introduced 

to me during team training at Ontur il few 

years ago and although sceptical about it 


at first, I then realised that to some extent 
I did it anyway, but more retrospectively, 
and in a much less focused way. 

The main premise is to get your head into 
the glider, even when you're not flying 
- whether this comes to you as eJsily as a 
daydreilm about flying, or whether you have 
to set aside time to do this - I recommend 
that you do it. Whichever way you do it, 
it's an important thing to focus on. 

Here's an example of whilt I mean. 
So, you 've had a good first leg to your 

flight, got ahead of a few people. Things are 
going well; you're feeling good. You bounce 
one climb, as you're still quite high, but miss 
the next one - although it looked good there 
was really nothing to stop in. It looks like 
there's a bit of a glide to the next working 
cloud. but you feel confident about it. 

Arriving there low, it's not really what you 
needed, but you have to t-ake it to stay in the 
air. After five minutes of grovelling, the guys 
YOLi beat to that point fly overhead, climb 
quickly, and disappear off on track. 

What do you do next? And - more 
importantly - how do you feel , mentally? 

This is a picture that I think everyone Ciln 
relate to, but what happen~ next, and how 
you react to it, is what then counts. I know 
you're probably thinking: "Well, of course, 
I'd StilY there and climb," and I'm sure you 
would. But how quickly are you going to be 
able to foclls 100 per cent on climbing 
away? How are you going to feel abollt thilt 
moment for the rest of the fl ight? 

I can 't give you the answers, as we can 

ROGER TARGETI 
Sailplane Services 

Bristol 8. Gloucestershire Gliding Club 

Nympsfield, Nr. Stonehouse, Gloucestershire GL10 3TX 


Tel: Workshop (01453) 860861- Home (01453) 860447 

Mobile 07850 769060 


- email roger@targen40.freeserve.co.uk 


Offering outstanding workmanship, efficiency and service in: 
* All glass, carbon, kevlar, wood and metal repairs and modifications 

* Motor glider engine approval 
* C of A renewals and general maintenance 

* Weighings, including accurate in flight C of G positioning 

* Rs-finishlng in all types of gel coal and paint 

* Hard wax polishing 
* Competition sealing 

* BGA and PFA approved
* Canopy perspex replacement 

* Aircraft recovery 

www.sailp-laneservices.co.uk 
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only fly our own flights as we see them, and 
there are plenty of bar stool pundits to tell 
you how they scrape away from 50ft. But if 
you can go through scenarios like this one, 
and deal with the potential outcome and 
how this might affect your performance for 
the rest of the flight, or competition, then 
when the actual event happens it will be 
easier to deal with. You won't find yourself 
shouting in the cockpit so much anymore 
(well, my shouting days have been reduced 
dramatically), as you will have already 
identified the problem and considered it 
before it actually happens. 

Approach to competitions 
I feel this is really important. The comps 
I have given lots of time and consideration 
beforehand are those where I've collected 
the best results. And I can pin some of my 
worst results down purely to my approach to 
the competition. Then, it was invariably 
some external influence I could not control 
(my final year at university being one of the 
biggest factors so far) that was the primary 
cause. There are always going to be years 
where you just have too much going on, or 
a major event that will take all your focus 
away from gliding, and that·'s just life; it's all 
a personal balance (or that's what I keep 
being told, anyway). But when you can put 
time aside to get in the right place, its such a 
big help. Here are a few key factors: 
Practice: Physically, the biggest and best 
preparation is practice. It's an obvious point, 
but the more you fly, the more comfortable 
you will be when taking off on that first day. 
It all comes back round to a psychological 
angle in the end, where one element will 
boost the other. If you feel that you have 
done enough practice, whether that's 2Shrs 
or 12Shrs, then you'll have the best possible 
mental attitude in your next compo 
Aims: Think about the comp in general 
- your aims for each competition - and 
make them specific. If it's a comp you've 
done before, then make it your aim to place 
higher this year than last year, or a top ten 
placing, or to win! 
Actions: With a goal in place, ask yourself 
what you need to do to achieve it, mentally, 
physically and in terms of equipment. If it's 
just more flying - then do it. If it' working 
on a mental approach to comps, then give 

this some thought and develop your own 
strategy. Then just spend even more time 
thinking about it, and looking forward to it. 

During the flight 
What can be done at this point? Hopefully, 
quite a bit. It comes back to visualisation. 
Essentially it boils down to one simple 
question: where is your focus? 

Now, very simply, this means that you 
have to be focused on the right area at the 
right time. The point of your focus whilst 
flying on task can be in a number of places, 
and your current physical position (whether 
it's high or low, near the start or near the 
finish) can be defined in several different 
ways. The secret to maintaining an effective 
mental attitude during the task is simply to 
work out where your focus should be, 
considering your position. Your focus can be 
described as two different states: 
1. Keeping your focus internal: 
If you're low, and concentrating on finding a 
climb don't get distracted by guys running 
on above you - a complete waste of 
concentration. Focus inside the cockpit. 
That should not be taken too literally, but 
means don't spend any time concentrating 
on th ings that don't concern you that 
minute. Don't worry about the clouds 30km 
down track; they have nothing to do with 
your flight as it stands, or the fact that you're 
no longer going to win the day. If your 
thoughts start spiralling down like that, it's 
amazing how quickly you will as well. 
When you can cut all of that out; step out of 
the task, and focus entirely on your job at 
that moment, you'll be amazed how many 
times you can climb away more effectively. 
2. Allowing some focus to go external: 
If you're running high, in a good groove, 
reduce your focus a little to spend some 
of your capacity observing more external 
elements - the guys tracking 3km out 
to your left, the clouds 30km down track 
(you're allowed to look at them now). 
Just allow yourself morc time to think 
outside the cockpit, to enable correct 
decision-making throughout the flight. 

Weak pOints 
I think you need to do some analysis of your 
own competitions so far and ask yourself: 
Am I a fi rst day choker? Or a last day fluffer? 

OUT A GLI 

Or can't recover from a bad day, because 
I compound it with another? 

Find out if there is a pattern in when 
things tend to go wrong for you, and work 
on countering it. I tend to have good first 
days, and they generally get me into a good 
rhythm for the rE>;;t of the comp, but I'd 
thrown away a strong plaCing on the last day 
a number of times. Every other comp I'd 
done really well in, we'd always scrubbed 
on the last day, so I began to feel a growing 
anxiousness that one day I might have to fly 
on the last day! The only way to fully get 
through this was eventually to fly on the last 
day in one comp last year, and the result 
wasn't too bad! But in building up to this, 
I gave it a lot of time in my head to work 
through scenarios, and just come to terms 
with the fact that it's just another comp day. 

Review your flights 
Although it does sound a little sad actually 
saying it, reviewing my flights is something 
I spend quite a bit of time dOing, as well as 
looking at other people's flights from the 
same day. With the traces in front of me I'll 
try to compare what I did, try and remember 
what the sky looked like, look what they 
did, and work out what proved to be the 
right decision in the end. Most of the time 
I'll simply rerun my flights in my head whilst 
heading into work, or driving along, and try 
and work out what decisions I could have 
made to make the flight more successful, 
or just remember a great day out, and try 
to keep why it went well fresh in my head. 
At the very least, if it helps you remember 
why you go flying, then it's got to be a good 
idea. But if it helps you understand how and 
why you make decisions during a comp 
flight, then it's a great move. 

So, there they are: the factors that I feel are 
important to my competition flying at the 
moment. There may be others - things 
I haven't noticed or reahsed yet; things that 
I'm sure I've still got a lot to learn about. 
But there's one thing I am certain of: 
gliding competitions are won by the person 
who's flying in the right place in their head, 
with the right self-belief in their heart, 
and, of course, who has th obligatory 
good luck .. . ~ 

AY? 

E-mail: soarminden@powernet.net. Web: hHp//www.soarminden.com 
Tel: 775 782 7627. Fax: 775 7826505 

Soa, Minden is proud '0 offer 5, 7 and J0 Day ho',lIay packa,es 

1110lel 

WI CAN MAKE YOU ING D lAMS COM. 'FRUI 

They include' • Reno Tahoe Alrp<?rt pick-Up end Drop-Off • Hotel • Tren~port 10 and from 
• A Two Hour Site & AlrcraN Check - Unllmlled Flying Each Day • FIr5t aero tow each 
doy up 10 3,000 QfE • OXY9 n • Parachute - Barograph • Badge Processing 

5 Day Package $',129, 7 Days $ J,529, J0 Days $2, 199 
Your choice 01 aircraft - Gl 03's 102'5, L53A or DISCUS S, MINI NIMBUS B LS..t 
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AIRPROX REPORT 90/04 


•Gliders and helis don't mix 

Many of you may not have seen the full deliberations that are published after each reported Airprox. 
And none of us wants to end up the subject of an airprox report - as this unidentified" glider pilot did. 
The UK Airprox Board (UKAB) does not allocate blame; instead it assesses risk to share its findings. 
But if the glider pilot can't be traced, of course, then his or her side of the story cannot be heard 

AIRPROX REPORT No 90/04 

Date/Time: 18 May 1250 
Position: 512SN 00112W (1.5nm SSE COMI'TON VOf{) 
Airspace: London FI R (Class: G) 

Reporting Aircraft Reported Aircraft 
Type: Chinook Mk2 Untraced Glider 
Operator: HQJHC N/K 
Alt/FL: 3000ft N/K 

(QNH 1025mb) 
Weather: VMC Haze 
Visibility: 10km 
Reported Separation: 80m H, nil V NR 
Recorded Separation: Not recorded 

PART A: 
SUMMARY OF INFORMATION 
REPORTED TO UKAB 
THE CHINOOK MK2 PILOT reports that his 
hel icopter has d green camouflage scheme, 
but the landing lights c1nd HISL were on 
whilst outbound frolll Odiham after a SID 2 
departure. He was in rec ipt of a RIS from 
Odiham APPROACH (APP) on UHF and 
squilwking A4562 with Mode C, but neither 
TCAS nor any oth r forlll of C\!lJS is fitted. 
Flying in level cruise at 3000ft London ( NH 
C1 025mb), the visibility was > 1 Okm in haze 
'down sun', but reduced 'into sun' whilst 
operating some 1 OOOft below scatteredl 
broken Cu with a base of about 4000ft. 

Approaching the COMfJTON VOR heJd­
ing 330" Zltl20kt, Oe!ihZlm AT reportee! cl 

radm contact ZIt 12 o'clock 1.Snm away, he 
thought; a glider was spotted 1 nm aWJY at 
the Sclme clltitude he(lding away from his ae. 
However, the glider turned L so he turned 
his Chinook R to avoid it. But the glider pilot 
continued his L turn through 1800 -and 
ended up pointing almost directly at his 
helicopter. The white glider (with a red nose 
cone) passed about 80m away down the 
port side of his helicopter at the same 
altitude with cl "high" risk of J collision. 

THE CHINOOK MK2 PILOT'S STATION 
comments thJt this Airprox occurred in ,1n 
area of poor coverage for Odiham's radar. 
A radJr hJndover to Brize Norton was in 
progress Jnd the contact, 1 of 2, was 
reported by the Brize controller "half-mile in 
2 o'clock" to the OdihJm controller, who 
then relaved it to the Chinook crew. As 
gliders a~e difficult to identify on radar Zlnd 
have no transponder, it cannot be positively 
determined that the Airprox was with the 
reported traffie. 

This incident ocurrec1 in one of the worst 

hotspots for high VFR traffic density: the 
Compton VOR. In the conditions on this day, 
cl glider wuuld have been very diffi ult to 
spot until quite close. SimilJr problems 
occur in the western instrument approach 
lane, which is just N of Lilsham Gliding 
Centre. Whilst this Airprox will remind 
Jircrew of the importance of good lookout 
when under a RIS in a high-density area, 
could more be done by the glider pilots to 
look out for Jnd keep clear of military ae? 
Additionally, more could be done to assist 
controllers in identifying glider returns; 
glider pilots have apparently resisted 
pressure to incorporate SSR equipment in 
their sailplanes on the grounds of cost Clnd 
weight. But would the extra margin of sJfety 
thJt would be Jfforded, justify a call for 
gliders and other light JC in the busy skies 
over southeastern England to be fitted with 
SSR equipment as a mJndatory requirem ent. 

AIS (IvIlL) reports that only intermittent 
primary contacts are shown on the 
Heathrow 10em radar recording, which may, 
or may not be, the reported glider possibly 
in an orbit some ! .5nm NNW of the reported 
Airprox position. The Airprox seemed to 
occur moments alter 1250:52, when the 
contact was very intermittent; the glider 
seemed to track SVV passing over Greenham 
Common where it laded from radar. 
However, despite exhaustive enquiries and a 
detailed system,ltic search for the glider, 
tracing action has proved unsuccessful. 
Consequently, AIS (Mil) have been unable to 
identify the reported glider. 

MIL ATC OPS reports that Odiham RT 
tape transcript timings were found to be 
inaccurdte by! hr 2min; Jction has been 
tJken to rectily this situation and all timings 
in this report have been corrected to UTe:. 
The Chinook crew WJS in transit from 

Odiham to Boulmer, via Cottesmore and 
Leeming. The helicopter was identified on 
radar by APP at 1242 :31, instructed to climb 
to 3000ft QNH (1025mb) and placed under 
a RIS whilst approval was given to carry out 
a "SID 2". APP commcnce-d a prenote of th e 
flight to Brize Norton ATC Assistant (FOA) 
at 1243:16, which took nearly 1 minute to 
complete. The Chinook crew reported 
" ... reaching 3000ft" at 1244:40. Traffi c 
information was passed to the Chinook crew 
at 1245:55, "[C/SI traffic right 1 o'clock, 6 
miles manoeuvring, no height." At 1248:42, 
APP passed the Chinook crew the Brize 
Norton squawk in pr pJration for handover 
with Brize Norton LAf{S (BZN), which 
commenced at 1249:40. During the 
handover BZN reiterated the type of service 
- RIS - and pointed out conflicting traffic at 
"right one o'clock, crossing right left, no 
height; further trJrfic 12 o'clock 3 miles ... 
manoeuvring no height", which was relayed 
to the crew by APP. The Chinook crew 
reported "visual with the traffic in our 12 
o'clock" to APP, before switching frequency 
to BZN at 1250:28. Details of the Airprox 
were later passed by the Chinook crew to 
Brize Norton SUPERVISOR at 1307. 

The Heathrow Radar recording shows the 
Chinook, 9nm SE of CPT, tracking 330°, 
squawking A4562 indicating FL30 Mode e:. 
A contact that mayor may not be the 
reported glider is displJyed at 1247:42, in 
the Chinook crew's 12 o'clock 6·5nm with 
no Mode C. The contact di~appears from 
radJr at 1248:27, Jnd reappears Jt 1249:05. 
The Chinook changes squJwk to A3715 at 
1248:57, indic;Jting FL29 with the glider in 
the Chinook's 12 o'clock - 4nm. At -1249:48, 
just after the hJndover commenced, the 
helicopter's Mode C indicates FL30 with a 
horizontJI separation against the 'pop-up' 
primary contJct of 3nm. The glider disappears 
from radar Jt 1250:09, before reappearing 
at 1250:36 for one sweep when the 2 ac 
contacts are three-quarters of a nautical mile 
apart as the helicopter closes from the S. 

The Chinook had depJrted Odiham under 
a RIS at 30()Oft (QNH). At the time of 
handover, APP did not observe any confl ict­
ing tracks in the vicinity of the Chinook 
Jncl the traffic information given about the 
glider was pointed out by BZN during the 
h'lIldover. No limitation of service was 
applied to the Chinook by APP, which would 
imply that the conflicting glider should have 
been painting satisfactorily on radar. 

HQ JHC comments that this Airprox 
occurred during a period of high workloJd 
for the crew of the Chinook. Although the 
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radar service provided to them had not been 
limited, th ey had been warned of at least 
two contacts in their areJ and a potential 
acc ident was avoided by their good lookout 
dnd subsequent actions. This area to the W 
and NW of Odiham is renowned for gliders 
and due to th eir streamline des ign and 
colour they are extremely difficult to spot 
visually. This Command strongly supports the 
ca ll for mandatory IFF in all ac, which is 
viewed as a step forward to improving flight 
sJfety in busy airspJce. It is of concern that 
the glider pilot appears not to have seen the 
Chinook. This Airprox serves as Jnother 
reminder to all airspace users of the need for 
thorough lookout at all times. 

PART B: 
SUMMARY OF THE 
BOARD'S DISCUSSIONS 
Information ava ilable included a report from 
the Chinook pilot, transcripts of the relevant 
RT frequencies, radar video recordings, 
Jnd reports from the appropriate ATC and 
operating authorities. 

The STC member was surprised that the 
Chinook crew had chosen to retain a radar 
service from Odiham; he thought Benson 
might have been ab le to provide a better 
service in this vicinity. However, it was 
pointed out that Benson is not a LARS unit 
and would probably only work the transit if 
the flight would either directly effect their 
traffic or route through their MATZ. 
Nevertheless, Brize had detected the contact 
and traffic information was relayed by 
Odiham APP at a range 0 3nm, which had 
enabled the hinook crew to sight the 
circling glider. Despite the helicopter pilot 's 
avoiding action turn, i t would appear he 
achieved only 80m sepdration against the 
glider - less than ideal - and he was 
ev identl y concerned that the glider pilot had 
ca rried on turning toward his helicopter 
rather than taking more appropriate action to 
stay lear. Whereas the helicopter pilot was 
clearly requi redlo avoidlhe glider and had 
be n thwarted when he had tried to clo so ­
it seemed inconceivab le to some members 
that the glider pilot "vould not have b "en 
aware of the presence of th e Chinook by 
way of its size and the sound of its engines. 
Notwithstanding that 'flying machines' are 
required to give way to gliders in the 'see 
and avoid' environment of the Open FIR, 
both pilots were ultim tell' responsible for 
affording appropriat eparation against each 
other's ac. However, some members opined 
that th ' glider pilot might well have been 
turning for this very reason - to keep the 
helicopter in sight - and the turn might have 
appeared more threaten ing to th e Chinook 
crew than might have been the case. It may 
have been that the glider pilot felt the 
separation was adequate and he had thought 
he had the situation under control, for in 
general terms glider pilots arc quite happy 
operating relatively close to other gliders 
and tugs - but this was mere speculation. 
However if the separation was indeed as 
reported by the Chinook pilot, and the 
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AN Airprox is a situation in which, 

in the opinion of a pilot or controller. 

the distance between aircraft, as 

well as their relative positions and 

speed, were such that the safety 

of the aircraft was or may have 

been compromised. 

The UKAB. which is made up of 

pilots and controllers, does not 

apportion blame or liability: its sale 

aim is to enhance flight safety by 

assessing airproxes in terms of 

cause and risk and by then raising 

awareness of its findings in the 

aviation community. 

There are four risk categories 

(agreed at international level): 

A: actual risk of collision 

B: the safety of the aircraft 


was compromised 


C: no risk of collision 

D: risk not determined 

Safeguarding anonymity is a 
deliberate policy to encourage 
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open and honest reporting 

Board had no reason to doubt the veracity 
of his account, th glider pilot should have 
turned a little less to open the separation. 
Either way it was not advisable to get too 
close to any helicopter, especiall y such a 
large machine and the glider pilot would 
have been well advised to stay well away 
from a twin-rotor Chinook in his lightweight 
unpowered ac. 

The glider pilot correspondent undertook 
to ensure that the BGA instructors committee 
was aware of this Airprox. Nonetheless, 
without the glider pilot's report it was 
impossible to know if he did, or did not, see 
the Chinook and without a continuous radar 
recording that illustrated the event it was 
nol possible to ascertain independentl y the 
minimum separation that pertained here. The 
Board was advised that it should have been 
very easy to read the competition number or 
identification letters on the tail of the glider, 
but there was no mention of either in the 
Chinook pilot's report. Furthermore, it is not 
that easy to 'run away' from military traffic 
in a glider and it is often much better to try 
and make the ac more conspicuous by 
banking quickly one way and the other to 
get the mainplane to flash in the sun and 
provide a better plan view for the crew of 
the other ae. The highest concentration of 
gliders on thermal days will generally be 
(rom the cloudbase dowh to about 2,000(t 
agl. Therefore, operating helicopters where 
feasible below this height ca n reduce the 
risk. On the topic of SSR transponders, it 
would appe<H that glider pilots are not 
averse to transponders on the grounds of 
cost and weight; the overriding issue would 
appear to be one of battery power. 
Developments are under way to produce 
lightweight and low power versions that will 
be suitable for all unpowered flight, but they 
have as yet to come into production. 

The Board's assessment of this encounter 
was severe ly hampered w ithout a report 
from the glider pilot and his view will 
forever remain a mystery. With that in mind 
the Board could only conclude, rather 
unsatisfactorily, that this Airprox had 
resulted from a conflict in Class G airspace 
with an untraced glider, but that insufficient 
information was available to the Board 
upon which to make a determination of 
th inherent ri sk. 

PART C: 

ASSESSMENT OF CAUSE AND RISK 

Cause: 	 Conflict in Class G airspace with 

an untraced glider. 
Degree of Risk: D 

Hugh Woodsend, gliding's representative 
on the UK Airprox Board, acids: 

UKAB is sc t up to look at all incidents 
within UK airspace and to recommend 
improvements. It does not seek to blame 
any parties concf'rned. 

It consists 0/ very f'xperien ed people 
tram a variety of backgrounds, c ivil and 
military, and meels every month. 

In genera l there arc perhaps two inciclents 
monthly involving g liders. 

With many of th€' incidents, the g liders are' 
untraced. It is very important to get input 
from both pilots as it makes it very difficult 
to recommend improvements if we cannot 
trace the gliders concerned. Wi(hout any 
input, I have to guess the likely scenario; 
I would much rather be more accurate. 

In this incident, we al! felt it was important 
to stress the dangers of flying close to 
helicopters, particularly d Chinook. Even at 
this late stage, if you were the pilot, I would 
like to get some feedback from you. 

Report 90104 reprillted courtesy or UKAB 
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AND SHE FLIES BEAUTIFU LLY 


Importing a Pawnee 

Bob Cassidy explains how his 
club, Borders, acquired its new 
towplane - registration GC-TUG 

OVER the few last yeclrs, the number of 
members at my club has continued 
to grow, while our autumn flying 

weeks continue [0 attract other clubs to 
sample our wave. So back in April 2004, 
with a hea lthy cash flow and growing 
demand for aerotows, we started to look 
around for a Pawnee 235 to take on the t.ask 
as our primary tug and let us take our 
Supercub off line for a major overh'lul. 

At that time, Pawnees seemed to be in 
short supply in the UK, and those that were 
available ranged in price from £38,000­
£45,000 plus VAT. 

This was going to stretch our budget. 
Returning home one evening after flying, 

my syndicate partner - who is also the CFI 
- suggested I might use the internet to search 
for a suita.bl Pawnee. I started the ball dollars to the pound, helped the decision­ whether checks could be done by a third 
rolling by plaCing an advert on the making process. That was the easy bit! party. Web searches found an organisation 
Barnstormers website in the USA, as well This decision raised several issues to be in the USA that would do independent 
as making enquiries with other clircraft resolved, including: appraisals of aircraft with full insurance 
importers. I quickly rece ived several emails, How do we check th e aircraft out? backing (NAAA) - www.plane-valuE·s.com/ 

which looked very encouraging. In the USA Differences in UK/USA terminology. It was decided to go with that option. A few 
crop dusters are considered as weapons of Differences in certification processes. more emai Is later we had an engineer set 
mass destruction following the events of How do you find a shipping agent? up, who contacted the vendor and the 
September 11, and a lot of aircraft are What will it cost to ship the aircraft back? appraisal was sent over by FedEx within 
grounded. Asking prices ranged from What will the Customs import costs be? three days. The aircraft also had to be fully 
$20,000 -$37,000 (£10,450-£19,300 at Communications by telephone, due to ch ecked over by an FAA engineer to ensure 
today's exchange rates). Information on one time zones differences between FAA HQ it was airworthy (American standards) and 
aircraft in particular, first registered in 1967, in Oklahoma, Pennsylvania, and the UK. an export C of A issued. 
stood out as it had been totally restored Back on the internet again, I placed an To check out any potential snags I also 
from the bottom up. Details supplied stated: advert on the glider pilots' website asking contacted Jim Hammerton, the British 
all Airworthiness Directives and service about information on shipping aircraft in Cliding Association's Technical Officer, who 
bulletins on the airframe and engine were contain rs. Ced McKnight, a glider pil ot, was very helpful, pointing out requirements 
up to date; total engine time 2,719hr5; put m in touch with a shipping agent on engine life, and airframe modifications. 
time since major overhaul 879hrs; time whom he uses in his line of business. One of the problems with the USA is that 
since top overhaul 165hrs; work on the The cost for container shipping was quite aircraft can be modified under a "337 field 
airframe included a full strip down, reasonable at £1,600. The shipping mod" - not a recognised international 
sandblast, anti-corrosion paint and recover company also handle the Customs import standard. All mods must have full STC 
using Ceconite 101. It also had three documentation, duties and VAT. information (Supplemental Type Certification 
Supplementary Type Certifications, as Everything was looking good. is agreed by the original manufacturer and 
follows: SA21 27WE, fibre-glass Booster tips; The next issue was getting the aircraft the FAA). 
SA010nAT, forward wing spar attach carry independently checked. Options were to Deposits changed hands, and the process 
though modification; SA441 SW, spring leaf send our CAA engineer over or to see of organising the container started. The 
landing gear. There were new wing struts vendor, Bill McCabe (who used to run a crop 
and total airframe time was 2,7 19hrs. dusting business, holds an ATPL, as well as 
In addition, a new alternator, carburettor, extensive aircraft engineer qualifications), 
wiring, battery and power cables were fitted. arranged with the FAA for inspection and 
\;\Ie also checked it on the US Federal issue of the certificate of export. If there had 
Aviation Administration (FAA) register proven to be major flaws with the Pawnee, 
(http:///62.58.35.24//ac;database/au nain.htm) he could have had his o\Nn engineer's 


Many emai Is later and a lot of photos, 
 licence pulled. As part of the deal, he sorted 
showing the history of the restoration, we out the derig and packing of the Pawnee into 
decided - afler discussions with our club the container. The saga of shipping the tug 
tugmaster Craham Blair and his local Civil across also featured in the shipping agents' 
Aviation Authority aircraft engineer - to start staff magazine, as it was on project th ey 
negotiations for the purchase of the aircraft. hadn't tackled before! 
In addition, the asking price of US $35,000, The aircraft was finally picked up in its 
and th e strong exchange rate of $1.8 US container from Pennsylvania on July 17, 

Above and opposite: Bob Cassidy's photos of the new Pawnee with modified tips. Below: in transit (Bill McCabe) 
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2004, and arrived at Liverpool docks on July 
30. David Gray (c/,widgray@jls-Iogistics. co.ukl 
from the shipping agents, Jardin s, kept us 
informed of progress and Customs clear­
ance. We had intended it to be delivered to 
our club at Milficld, but unfortunately we 
had temporarily lost our M3 rating, and had 
to make alternative plans to have the aircraft 
delivered to another CAA engineer. Graham 
Blair engaged an engineer in North Yorkshire 
at an airfield next to Bagby and Sutton Bank. 
Calls to the shipping agents were made to 
divert the container. Bill McCabe had hinted 
he might come over from the US and help 
rig the aircraft. To our surprise we had an 
email telling us he had booked his tickets. 

From arriving at the docks and going 
through Customs clearance, the container 
finally arrived at Bagby on Friday, August 6. 
Graham Blair, Roger Cuthbert, Bill McCabe 
and I were on hand to unpack the aircraft. 
We had a three-hour slot to empty the 
container before incurring additional charges 
for the driver's time, so it was all hands on 
deck. By the end of the day we hild the 
Pawnee partly assembl ~d and left it in the 
hands of the Bagby engin -ers. Bill Mc abe 
had to retu rn to the U SA before the aircraft 
was fully rigged, but did have t.1 thoroughly 
enjoyable time with Mike Rutter, a friend of 
his at Slingsby aviation and us. (Mike had 
helped Bill with information and technica l 
drawings on the res torati on of a Skylark 2.) 

Bill was very impressed by our club, 
especially our 22-place private hangar and 
the loca l scenery. Our treasurer, Roger 
Cuthbert, put Bill and his wife up while in 
Northumberland, and showed th em around 
the areil. 1-30th ex-airline pilots, they spent 
many an hour swapping tales . 

Not long after Bill 's return to the USA, we 
hit our first snags. While going through their 
deregistration process the FAA discovered 
outstanding information 011 "liens" (a form of 
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aircraft mortgage). It stopped deregistration in 
its tracks. It transpir d that these had been 
settled long ago, but the banks in question 
had not informed the FAA: not an issue until 
trying to de register. No work could start until 
this WilS sorted out, which delayed us about 
four weeks. Eventually, it was put on the 
British register and Graham Blair found a 
personalised registration at the CAA website 
(www.caa.co.uk/srglaireraft_registcr/ginfalsearch. 
asp). This cost a little extra, but was worth it. 
G-CTUG was born! 

Irritating paperwork issues continued to 
delay progress. An approved STC for a 
wingtip mod required a supplementary 
flight manual entry. It took weeb to get the 
necessary information. In addition, the 
propeller serial number was incorrect on the 
initial export documentation, although it was 
the correct prop for the engine. This had to 
be c.orrected befo re the flight test and C of A 
could be issued. To speed things up the 
propeller was sent away for overhaul and 
zero timed. Finally, all the paperwork WilS 
done: it was ours from midnight on October 
27, a marathon seven months from the start 
of the project. Bad weather prevented us 
ferrying GC-TUG home until November 1, 
which I had the pleasure of doing. 

All in all, despite the inevitable frustrations, 

What it all cost 
Purchase (1.8$:£) £19,638 

Money transfer costs £72 

Independent inspection (1.8$:£) £234 

Import VATinsurance (based on cost in £) £6,320 

British Engineer costs at Bagby £5,274 

Radio installation £821 

Weight and batance costs £217 

Avgas for test flight and ferry to Milfield £139 

CAA speciat registration and C of A costs £957 

Total £33,672 

o casional stress and t\No-month slippage, 
we have acquired a superb tug, at an 
all -inclusive cost of less than £34,000 
- and she flies beautifully. 

As a bonus, we have made a new friend 
in the States, with lots of contacts for 
alternative approved spares. (Bill has three 
more Pawnees in store, which he hopes to 
rebuild in due course. If you are interested, 
or would like more detailed information, 
get in touch - bobcas.~ic/y@')blueyonder.co . uk) 

Would we do it again? I think the answer 
would be yes. We know the pitfalls and have 
a good contact now in the USA. Although 
I started the process off, this was iJ real team 
effort, requiring input from vari ous members 
with a range of skills. In particular, GrahJm 
Blair had a lot of work to do pushing along 
the C of A issues and fi~ding an engineer to 
do the work on ce we actually got th e aircraft 
over here. It would have been much easier if 
we had not lost our M3 approval at a critical 
time, as managing the project remotely at 
Bagby made the proce s more complicated 
and stressful at times. After the event, we 
also found out that we could have shipped 
direct to our hiJngar. At the time the Pawnee 
was still on the US register, and could have 
been re as embled by Bill McCabe, the 
vendor/aircraft engineer. However, we still 
would have had to find a British engineer to 
C of A it and put it on the British register. 
The main advantage of thi s option would 
have been to get the aircraft under cover, 
rather than being picketed out in Yorkshire 
in some of the worst weather we have 'had 
in a long time, and of course, we would 
have needed the M3 approval back. 

Never mind, there's always next time! 

Next issue: Borders G ";J~ also introduced J successful 

system to increase flying hours and attendancc: J new 

easy-access hangar. Vir(~-chairman Brian Bmwn ". 

will report on [h c how and why of the project ~ 
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OPPORTUNIT1ES IN AVIATION 


It was tougher in my day 

British Junior Champion and 
commercial pilot Andy Perkins 
researches opportunities for 
young pilots - and some older 
ones - to extend their flying 

I
'VE OFTEN been asked where I found 
the money to go gliding Jnd subsequently 
the fortune needed to pay tor commercial 

training. "Begged, borrowed and stole" 
doesn't really answer the question: however, 
"explored, exploited Jnd streeeetched every 
JVJilJble opportunity" is closer to the mark. 
My initial intention WJS to write Jbout the 
organisations that had helped me realise my 
Jmbitions Jnd establish my aviation career. 
I logged onto the internet to ensure that 
I had the latest information. 

Within 10 minutes I had collated URLS 
and more information than I could even 
comprehend about these and mallY others. 
I frantically set about putting this into some 
kind of order and trying to write about each 
scheme in depth. Some time later, having 
lost most of this information in an impressive 
computer disaster, I stopped to think ... 

The following is (I hope) a more user­
friendly article to assist a personal search; 
after all, everyone has personal ambitions 
and desires. It is by no means exhaustive, 
as the opportunities out there are enormous. 
Even if you don't know the exact route that 
you wish to take, you should be able to find 
a starting point. 

Black =open to the young (16-25 years) 
Blue = open to all ages 
Red = open to women only 

Gliding: pre-solo 

Upward Bound Trust 
Set up after World War Two by the Glider 
Pilot Regiment with the aim of sending 16 to 
21-year-olds 5010. Having grown up with the 
Upward Bound Trust, I am still in awe of 
the dedication of volunteer members to 
enable extremely affordable gliding for 
young people. Costs to solo vary depending 
on your circumstances. Disadvantaged 
youths who can demonstrate a desire to 
learn have previously been trained for no 
cost, with m ximum costs to all limited 
to very affordable levels. All the Upward 
Bound asks in return is dedication in terms 
of help running the airfield and keeping the 
launch rate moving! At the moment 
manpower is making life difficult but they 
continue to win the battle despite the odds. 
davidp917@hotmail.com or 01295738507. 

Royal Navy Gliding Scholarships 
These cover the full cost of a gliding course 

(about eight days), food and accommodation 
in the Officers' Mess at the appropriate 
Naval Air Station, or Naval Establishment, 
and all travel costs. Held at Lee-on-Solent, 
Yeovilton and Culdrose. 
www.faasquadron.org.uk 

Cadetships 
Where to begin! Most clubs JrcJLlndthe 
country now 'offer reduced r,ltes to students 
learning to glide in exchange for help 
around the club and the operation. These 
range from free membership to free launches 
and/or soaring fees in return for a day of 
work. If the club near you does not offer 
such a scheme why not see if you can set it 
up yourself? The majority of the community 
realise that for gliding to survive and grow 
within the UK, young members must be 
encouraged to succeed. 
Find a local club at www.gliding.co.uk 
or via the BGA on 0116 253 1051 

Air Cadets 
The Air Cadets offer several different levels 
of training for 13 to 20-year-olds: in Grob 
Tutors, Vikings or Grob 109b motorgliders. 
These can take you from a novice all the 
way through to becoming an instructor. For 
example, courses of 40 launches in a Viking 
or 8hrs in a Vigilant are availabl e. Cadets 
have the opportunity of attending gliding 
ca mps in the summer, which can include 
rides in operational aircraft with the RAF. 
Some are even fortunate enough to have a 
ride in a fast jet! . 
www.aircadets.org 

Faulkes Flying Foundation 
Set up in 2000 to develop young people 
through adventure training in gliders and 
motorgliders. See October-November 2004 
Sailplane & Gliding (FFF _eeks investors for 
the future, pSl or www.fffoundation.co.uk 

Gliding: post-solo development 

Churchill Award 
noo paid to your club to offset flying fees 
on achieving Bronze before the age of 17. 
BGA: www.gliding.co.uk or 0116 253 1051 

The Caroline Trust 
This charity aims to encourage 16 to 
21-year-olds, especially women, and people 
with disabilities, to take part in gliding. 
carolinetrust®tideswelI.nel or 01298 872496 

BGA Soaring Courses 
These courses, run by the BGA Coaches, 
allow personal tuition in the Duo Discus. 
The briefings give a thorough insight into 
techniques for soaring and cross-country 
training for all age groups and abilities. 

If you are a junior pi~t (under 21, or under 
25 and in full time education) then you ,lre 
eligible for a saving of 50 per cent on 
"on course" flying fees and reduced rates on 
course fees! In previous years an entire 
"young person's soaring course" hJS been 
run Jt no chJrge to the individuals. 
For dates and booking: www.gliding.co.uk 

Competition/advanced training 

Ted Lysakowskl Trust 
This fund, open to pilots of all ages, offers 

some of the most advanced tuition around. 

This year's awards will be a mountain 

training course in Rieti, Italy; this is an 

exceptional plJce to fly with very different 

style of thermals and training on all 

diSCiplines in the sport. Also available is 

an award for competition training in a 

high-performance two-seater with some of 

the UK's top pilots. Selection is via J panel. 

- Competition training. 

- Mountain flying courses in Rieti. 

george_melca/fe@uk.ibm.com 


Junior Nationals 
An awesome, amazing, incredible institution 
that should not be missed for the world! 
To be a part of this team/part)' is a privilege 
and one that I give up as a competitor only 
due t.o the onset of old age (old age in this 
case starts at 26.) The flying skills attained, 
personal life training and the friends made 
here are second to none. Get the idea? Yep, 
it's a must. To be ·ollle a part of the juniors 
(as they are more commonly known) all you 
need is to be between 16 and 25 years old 
with a Silver Badge or highllr qualification. 
The Junior Nationals competition is held 
each year in August and owes its success to 
the dedication of many peopl e. Through 
their relentless effort, g-enerous sponsors and 
support from one particular donor, last year 
each competitor received up to five launches 
and th e ntry fee. Thus giving young pilots of 
all backgrounds the opportunity to compete 
virtually for FREE! 
The success of junior pilots speaks for itself: 
last year every Nationals bar one (the Open 
Class) was won by a previous juniors pilot! 
So if you are serious about winning (or 
partying) solidly, this is the place to start. 
Not 16 yet? Don't worry; you can still take 
part with a FREE pla.ce in the two-seaters 
organised each year by the BGA. 
www.gliding.co.uk 

George Lee (by invitation only) 
For the top of the class. Those junior pilots 
lucky enough to be asked ,lre offered to fly 
to Australia to join George and Maren at 
their ranch for one-on-one tuition in a 
Nimbus 4DM. As il three-times world 
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champion, George has styles and techniques 
that set him apart as true great in gliding. 
Feedback from juniors rates the experience 
as exceptional, and pivotJI in their approJch 
to competition fl ying. 

Barron Hilton Cup (by invitation only) 
Glider pil ots who fl y fhe longest tri angular 
flights in fi ve reg ions win J gold medal and 
an invitG ti on to parti cipate in the fl ying 
ca mp at the Flying M Ranch at the edge 
of the Sierra Nevada, where soaring and 
hospitality are alike legendary. 
http://barronhiltoncup.com/ 

Power Flying 
Many glider pil ots are keen to become 
tow pilots or just to deve lop their skill s by 
moving into power fl ying in addition to their 
gliding. The subject of sponsorshi ps for 
power ratings has been covered extremely 
well in many magazines from Flight 
International to Pilot and Flyer. The 
orga ni sations mentioned below ju st scratch 
the surface of what is available. 

Disabled Flying Scholarships 
Each scholarship student completes a si x­
week residential course oj training, which 
includes ground school and up to 40 hours 
of dual and solo fl ying. This is provided at 
no cost to the student and cur rently fli ght 
training takes place at flight schools in the 
USA and South Afr ica . www.worldwings.org 
or www.toreachforthesky.org 

Air Cadets (powered) 
Air Cadet members looking to move into the 
Armed Forces can appl y for: 
- 12hrs or so lo in J light aircra ft at a 

civiliJn club. 
- lIOhrs Jt In RAF clu b, including some 

servi ce fl yi ng. 
- 1Ohrs to so lo in an RAF microlight. 
www.aircadets.org 
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Royal Air Force 
There are several options: 
- Flying S ho lJrships: 500 flying scholJrships 
a year of 20 hours ea h to young people. 
- RAF Pilot Scholarship - £1 ,0001yr during 
Sixth Form if you do not intend to go to 
university. 
- RAF University Bursa ry - £l ,OOO/y r at 
Sixth Form followed by a Univ rsity Bursary 
of £1 ,000 a yea r. 
In return, the RAF asks you to become a 
member of the University Air SquJdron (or 
Air Training Corps while you're at school ) 
and to join the RAF on ce you fini sh your 
studi es . 
www.rafcareers.com 

RAF Association Flying Scholarships 
Separate to the RAF awards, the Jssoc iation 

offers the follow ing: 

- 4 Fl ying Scholarships to be aWJrded 2005: 


1 x 35 hrs fl ying toward NPF'L 
3 x 15 hrs fl ying toward NPPL 

to achieve "first solo flight" 
Open to ATC Cadets. 

www.rafa.org.ukl scholarships.asp 

University Air Squadron 
There are 15 University Air Squadrons, all 
teaching undergraduates to fl y whilst they 
are at university. All the flying is FREE! 
Squadron members also have the chJnce of 
flying operati on RAF Ji rcraft. Although their 
fl ying won 't get you J Private Pilot's Li cence 
(PPL) it can count ii you tJke civilian exams. 
More information: search for "University 
Air Squadron" on www.google.co.uk or 
www.cranwell.raf.mod.uk/eft/ UAS.htm 

Air League Educational Trust 
An exceptional organisa tion that offers a 
vari ety of awards. I re eived an Jward, 
whi ch at the time through the old Sil ver 
BJdge route all owed me to obtai n my PPL. 
Without thi s scholarsh ip I am certain it 
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Above: Andy Perkins, airline pilot and Junior champion 

Left: The Junior Nationals is an unmissable experience 

twww·whiteplanes.com) 

would have been years before I could have 
afforded my power li cence. I am eternally 
grat ful for the opportuniti es the Air League 
made ava ilable to me. 
- Flying scholarships - 12 or 15 hours of 
fl ying training towards a Nati onal PrivJte 
Pilot's Li cence (NPPl) . Offer up to 50 
awards a yea r! Through the NPPL sys tem 
a ce rtain leve l of gl ider experience means 
thi s scholarship would enable a pilot to 
attain I n N PPL Jt very low personal cost. 
- Fl ying Bur ry - Between five and eight 
hours of advanced fl ying training to PPL 
ho lders. For example: IMC ratin gs, advanced 
manoeuvres. 
- Balloon PPL Scholarship - funded by 
Breitling and co-ordin ated by Brian jones. 
Thi s is for 17 to 26-year-olds to ga in a full 
Balloon PPL. 
- Prince Philip Flying !)cholarship - A full 
NPPL for an exceptionJI Air Cadet who has 
achieved their Duke of Edinburgh Award. 
For information on all of these see: 
www.airleague.co.uk 
or email: scholarships@airleague.co.uk 

GAPAN 
Guild of Air Pilots & Air Naviga tors (GAPAN) 
scholJrships provide a unique opportunity 
for people who would like to become pilots 
or to further their qUJliii cations as pilots. 
- jN Somers - A full frozen ATPL course at a 
CAA-approved schoo l is Jward ed each year. 
This is an incred ible scholarship. I am to ld 
that this scholarship was not awarded last 
yea r due lack of a suitable ca ndidate. I find 
thi s gob smacking; there are many "Garner 
Boy" types around who have the skill and 
prowess required to Jtta in thi s. SO GET 
APPLYING! 
www.gapan.orgICiJreerlscholarshipsl 
schol 04.htm 
- Jet orientation courses . 

- Full PPL courses. 

- Flying instructor rJtings COurses. » 
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:> 	 There are some excellent links on the 
GAPAN page showing ways into a career in 
terms of what is required in industry. 
www.gapan.org 

Royal Aeronautical Society 
The RAeS Centennial Scholarship Fund 
makes awa rds to those who will contribute 
to the future of aerospace and who need 
financial help to realise their aspirations. 
http:// www.raes.org.uk/ 

Royal Aero Club 
The RAeC Bursary Scheme is for young 
people who wish to upgrade their existing 
qualification in a wide range of air sports 
and aviation related activities. 
www.royalaeroclub.orgltrust ("bursaries"). 

Diana Britten Aerobatics Award 
The winner is awarded a 1 O-hour course of 
dual competition aerobatic instruction with 
a top-ranking aerobatic pilot, plus one year's 
free membership of the British Aerobatic 
Association. 
wWlv.dianalJritten.com 

BWPA 
The British Women Pilots' Association offers: 

- Full PPL each year. 

- Amy Johnson Memorial fund - Up to 

£2,000 towards the issue of your first 

professional licence (ATPL, CPL). Can 

include MMC courses, etc. 

www.bwpa.demon.co.uk 

Girls Venture Corps Air Cadets 
Scholarships for gliding via Ducat-Amos 
Gliding Scholarships. Last year six grants 
were awarded for 12 to 20-year-olds. 
These comprised a weekend course at 
a local gliding club. 
, ww.gl'cac.or .uk 

Commercial 

If you are looking to transform your hobby 
into a career there are still some opportunities 
available. Apart from the scholarships that 
I have previously mentioned, several major 
airlines offer cadetships . The fantastic route 
of sponsored airline courses has dried lip for 
the moment. My opinion is that demand for 
pilots will reverse this in the future. There are 
several schemes still running: 
www.balpa.orgiintranetIHow-to­
beciSponsorships-Bursaries--Useful­
Infor.doccvt.htm (infor.doccvt.htm) 

Summary 
Opportunities to join the aviation community 
are enormous and you don't require an 
endless pot of money. The adage of: "If you 
want it bad enough" still applies. The help 
available is more accessible than ever before 
so if you want to join in the fun, make the 
most of it and find out more! Good luck ... 

If you know of other opportuniti es you'd like to \. . 

mention, emilil: cditor I3!5ailplaneandgliding.co.uk ~ 

A legend who 

In an excerpt from the new and expanded version of his classic 
book, Winning on the Wind, former world champion George Moffat 
remembers a personal friend who was also one of gliding's greats 

KLAUS Holighaus started his meteoric 
career as the world's foremost 
sailplane designer early. Already in his 

late teens he had won championships in 
radio-controlled glider flying. By his Akaflieg 
days at Darmstadt he was one of the three 
wunderkind who produced the legendary 
0-36, the first leap into the new age of high 
performance fibreglass ships. All three 
- Gerhard Waibel and Wolf Lemke were the 
others - would go on to become the great 
designers of the era, Gerhard with Schleicher 
and Wolf with the new LS company. 

Klaus went to work for Martin Schempp, 
the wonderful and very forward-thinking 
owner of the Schempp-Hirth factory in 
KirchheimfTeck. The young designer, very 
much a hands-on type, set to work on the 
prototype of the Open Cirrus, the company's 
first venture into fibreglass. This ship was a 
fairly conservative 17 .7m design, optimised 
for European conditions. In 1968 the Cirrus 
won the World Championships in Poland. 
Just to show it wasn't a one-trick pony it also 
won the 84-ship US Nationals in strong­
weather Marfa the following year. Klaus was 
on his way. Nine of his designs - ten if you 
count the Discus 2, very much influenced by 
his ideas - would go on to win no less than 
26 World Championships in all four of the 
FAI classes. The runners-up, Gerhard and 
Wolf, have won 1'1 and 7 respectively. 
Klaus's wins have been in all four classes, 
a feat achieved by no other designer. 

When I met him in 1968, Klaus was hard 
at work in his free time on the Nimbus 1. 
" Free time" means after a normal 10-hour 
work day at Schempp-Hirth. (For a close-up 
of these working conditions see the opening 
paragraphs of "Nimbus Saga" in the new 
Winning on the Wind). The Cirrus had been 
a conservative design, aimed at a market 
understandably leery of fibreglass with its 
well-recorded history of flutter problems. The 
Nimbus 1 was aimed at flat-out performance, 
no holds barred. Its span, at 22m (72ft) made 
it the largest glider since the famous 30m 
Austria of the 1930s. As I was to discover 
when flying it in the Marfa WGC in 1970, 
the cockpit was tailored to Sft 6in Klaus. And 
it was a glove fit for him. Since Klaus was a 
superb pilot, he felt handling was deCidedly 
secondary in importance. The rather weird 
flyi ng characteristi cs turned out to be very 
much in my favour, as the German team 
pilots turned it down, allowing Klaus to offer 
it to me in time to win the '70 worlds. 

Klaus, equipped with boundless energy 
and creativity, followed up with the Standard 
Cirrus, with which I was to win the first US 

Standard Nationals, and the production 
version of the Nimbus. The Nimbus 2 had 
67ft span, far less bendy wings, better 
(I didn't say good) handling and went on 
to win two World Championships. 

As a contest pilot Klaus had a remarkable 
record . He flew in every German Nationals 
from 1968, mostly Open Class, winning 
six. He was also a three-time European 
champion. He represented Germany in no 
less than nine worlds, generally with top 
rankings. At one time or another he held 
16 world records in various categories. Some 
were in two-seaters with his son in the back 
seat. But what everyone remembers best 
about Klaus was his sheer love of flying; 
always early to start, often landing hours 
after the less venturesome had been tied 
down. He loved to stretch the envelope, 
to see where the limits lay. 

Klaus was also moving up in the world. 
By the mid-70s he had bought Schempp ­
Hirth from Martin Schempp, who had given 
him so much help and encouragement. 
Klaus's titles, if he had bothered with a job 
description, would have included Owner, 
CEO, Chief of Design, Head of Marketing, 
Head of Engineering, Labour-Relations 
honcho, and resident Public Relations 
genius. At all of these he was superb, often 
to the extreme frustration of those nominally 
in charge. One of his engineering staff told 
me: "He gives u a problem to solve, say on 
a control system, we spend two weeks on a 
really sophisticated solutiol\ he comes in, 
takes a look, and says, 'Wou ldn't it be better 
if we did it this way?' And it always is! " 
Klaus was one of those rare engineers who 
really believed in the KISS principle (Keep it 
Simple, Stupid). Example? Consider Klaus' 
solution to dumping waterballast versus his 
friend Gerhard's. The Waibel approach was 
beautifully sophisticated, compl icated, 
electrical , prone to failure, and required 
head-in-the-cockpit. Klaus 's system required 
a pull on a knob. Gravity did the rest. 

One of Klau ' innovations at Schempp­
Hirth was to start a iactory glider club for the 
workers. This made it possible for them to fly 
very cheaply at nearby Hahnweicle airfield. 
It also made for a workfor e that both knew 
about and cared about gliding. Klaus told me 
he had lost count of the number of times a 
worker had come up with a suggestion for 
a better way oj handling a problem, a more 
streamlined method of doing something. 
I spent a fair amount of time in the factory, 
where first Martin and later Kl aus let me 
work on ships for the Worlds. The workers 
were all immensely proud of the boss and 
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created world-beaters 

very fond of him, not always the situation in 
the often stratified atmosphere of German 
industry. The result? It took the Schempp­
Hirth work rs 625 hours to produce a 
Standard Cirrus. At Glasflugel , a few miles 
down the road, working 12-hour rather than 
1 O-hour days, the figur was over 900 hours 
for a standard Libelle of similar complex ity. 

So what was Klaus like personall y? Both 
he and his beautiful and capable wife 
Brigitte were totally charming and wonderful 
fun to be around. From Northern Germany 
originally, they both found the more laid­
back, gemutllich world of the Schwabian 
Alps to be very much to their taste. 

Their first child, Ralf, quiet and easy, liked 
nothing better than to play in the loft where 
the Nimbus 1 was being built, whil Brigitte 
gave d;mce lessons next door. Tilo, born a 
few yea rs later, was a hellion from the start. 
He is now the very capable head of 
Schempp-Hirth, taking over in his ea rly 
twenties with a lot of help from Brigitte and 
the extremely loya l factory groui-!. Brigitte 
and my wife Suzanne grew to be very close 
fri ends during the long waits together ,11 
vari ous airports when Klaus or I seemed 
overdue . Klaus, in particular, loved long, 
long fli ghts and often twilight arrivals. They 
were both wonderful dinner companions 
after a hard day of fl ying. Klaus especially 
loved the Minden "Steeks" (hint: they come 
from " Koos" ) as he put it in his excellent 
but ohen idiosyncratic English . 

At the end of 1972 Klaus suffered a serious 
heart problem while working at his desk. 
Years of overwork and midnight oil seemed 
to have caught up with him at last. After 
three days in hospital he was diagnosed as 
having a rhythm difficulty. He approached 
recovery with his usual determination, first 
walking, later running up the 800ft Teck 
mountain behind his house. Seven or eight 
months later at the Australian worlds we 
spent a day together on the Murray River in 
a very heavy borrowed rowboat. Frequent 
portages across low-lying islands were carried 
out at a run . The heart problem was solved. 

I flew with/aga inst Klaus often over the 
yea rs, frequently at the Hahnweide and in a 
couple of World Championships. I also flew 
against him in a couple of US Nationals, 
including a Minden contest, whi ch he won 
in that supposedly all-loca l-knowledge area. 
I always thought of him as one of the very 
best pilots I had flown against, including 
such legends as Ingo Renner, Helmut 
Reichmann and George Lee, who, between 
them won 10 world gliding championships. 
Klaus' style was extremely dec isive, always 
searching for the very best lift in a th ermal , 
generally first to leave when the lift dropped 
off. 

His next big design breakthrough WilS the 
Nimbus 3, a 24.5m ship with a 1,650 1b 

February - March 2005 

Klaus Holighaus in the Nimbus 4 on the occasion of its maiden flight in 1990 (with thanks to Brigitte Holighaus) 

gross weight, using the latest in carbon-fibre 
technology. I won the Open Class Nationals 
in it in 1982, and it went on to win the first 
six places in the '83 Worlds at Hobbs as 
well as nine of the next 12 places. In the 
hands of Tom Knauff the 3 set world distance 
records for a goal-and-return flight of 1,023 
miles in 1983 and a triangle of 846 miles in 
'86. Other pilots set I 00 and JOOkm triangle 
world records in the ship. A stretched-wing, 
very much cleaned-up version by Brandt­
,"Ioffat was very carefully measured at 62:1 
as opposed to 58:1 for the factory version. 

'Perhaps a still more 
spectacular design triumph 
came with the new Discus' 

Ingo Renner scored two of his four World 
Gliding Championship wins in a Nimbus 3. 

Perhaps a still more spectacular design 
triumph came with the new Discus in 1984. 
Using a novel swept-wing approach first 
tested by America's Wil Scheuman, the new 
ship won the first three places at the Ri eti 
Worlds. It remained undefeated in World 
competition until 1<:)97, six straight World 
Championships. Its successor, the Discus 2, 
h,lS won every Worlds since its first in 'Y9 . 
Furthermore, both ships are exceptional in 
the handling department, not in the past 
a strong point for Schempp-Hirth designs. 

In 1990 Klaus returned to the Open Class, 
which had always been his favourite - fewer 
restrictions to fetter a designer's imagination . 
The Nimbus 4 was a stretched version of the 
3 (26.4m) but with a swept leading edge 
showing Discus influence. So far, against 
Waibel's excellent ASW 22B, each ship has 
won four of th e eight WGCs in which they 
have competed, with the 4 winning in 
Poland in 2003. All reports claim that the 4 
is a dream to fly, a claim no-one would 
make for any of the earlier generation Open 

ships. His last design, the 15m Ventus 2, 
has proven another triumph, ending the 
reign of the LS6s, which started in 1985. 
The 2, perhaps the ni cest handling glider 
I have ever flown (of 88 types), won its first 
Worlds in 1995 and has won all but one 
of the contests since then . An 18m version 
won the Worlds in '03 . 

Klaus's remarkable career was to be a 
short one. Flying his Nimbus 4 at Samaden 
in the Swiss Alps in 1994, he appMently 
hooked a wing in a mountain pass. 
The wreckage was found two days later. 
He was 54 years old. 

A man of Kl aus's stature does not die 
quickl y. Such charismatic energy gives off 
res idual sparks for a long, long time ior 
those of us fortun il te enough to have known 
him. It's as though such AJitality, such 
enthusiasm for life, lea ves embers behind for 
us to treasure. We are the ri cher for having 
moved in his orbit. 

The story has a sequel. Thanks to the heroi c 
efforts of Brigitte in such a time of grief, with 
much help from Tilo and the workers, 
Schempp-Hirth lives on. It continues to 
be a remarkable goldmine of world 
championship meda ls, won by Klaus's 
designs. In '99 their ships swept all three 
first pl aces. Since then there have been five 
more WGe firsts. In 2000 Tilo married Katja , 
herself an excellent glider pilot, and early 
this year they had twins, Felix and Amelie. 
We just had a letter from Brigitte with 
pictures of the three-month aids. She is 
so proud of th em. Klaus would be, too. 

Thi ~ ,lrIiclC' was written in 2UllJ and is reprinte.d from Ge()rge'~ 

new book, lVinning /I, with the kind pe.rmiss io n 0; the author. 

Th is flew, exp.m ded edit ion of the class ic bQok is due 10 be 

publi shed in JJnuary 2005 .lnd is .lVai lJble (rom Knaui; 8,.. Grove 

Soa ring Supplic,. 3j23 Soulh Eaglo Valley Rd, lui ian , l'a 1684, 

United Stilt ps oj Ameri Gl - WW\\~C8Ii(fcr.()rb 
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!:J See You 
Probably the Best PDA Navigation, 

Task Planning and Analysis Programs 

See You Mobile v2.2 £149 
See You v2.8Q £92 

Supplied with World Wide tapa and 
satellite maps on 3 CDs 

~ 
UK Service Centre for the 
repair and upgrade of all 
Cambridge Instruments 

GPS Loggers and Flight Recorders 
Full IGC Calibration 

All Types - £15 + £6 Relurn Carriage 

Visil www.bas.uk.nel for the low down on 
Mode S transponders 

Dickie Feakes Bicester Aviation Services 
07710 221131 or 01869 245948 

dickie@bas.uk.net 

THE SCOTTISH GLIDING CENTRE 

'P~ 

For almost 70 years our members 
have been enjoying one of the best 

Ridge Soaring Sites in Scotland 

Why not join us and see for 

I 

BGA SOARING JACKETS­
Navy, Lightweight, 

zip up with IIPure 
Energy, Sheer 
Excitement" logo. 
Sizes t, XXL £35.00 incl 

SALE ITEMS 
Re<luced Stock - Get your bargai here! 

rolo Shlrt- NOW tl 001ncl 
Glider Mugs - NOW B . J inc! 

Tote Bags - £2.00 to C ,"<I' 

BGA Window Stickers ­
Buy One Gel an ref' 1 ()() 

yourself 


Scotland's Premier Training Site 

Training (ourses for 2005 


Clubhouse accommodation, caravan and camping space 

Call us on 01592 840543 

The 5coHish Gliding Centre 


Portmoak Airfield, 5cotlandwell KY 13 9JJ 

Web hHp://wwwosco"ishglidingcentreocoouk 


email: office@sco"ishglidingcentreocoouk 


The Motor Glider Club 
oller: 

NPPL Courses 

RT Course & Testing Centre 

Rates Dual Hire 
Motor Glider £55ph £45ph 
C150/2 from £70ph 

NPPL Courses from £750 


HJNTON IN THE HEDGES AIFIELD 

Tel: 01295 812775 


In Association with 

~LiiT~ 
C"i~ 


Tel. 01865 370814Why not Order on Line www.gliding.co.uk 
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www.REFINISH.biz 

Glider repairing & refinishing in Poland 

Great prices - Superb qual,jty and service - BGA approved workshops 

Refinishing Repairs 
The workshops in Poland have already completed nearly Repair only service 
100 UK gliders. Our aim is to provide a high quality finish We offer a full glider repair service, including door to door 
with minimum hassle for our customers collection and delivery anywhere in the UK. We will give a 

fixed price quote and realistic completion dates. A BGA 
Open Class, Standard & 15/18m CofA and weighing are included. 
Complete Refinish in T35, Swalberlack or "2 Pack" , All Repair and Refinish service 
Mylar seals replaced, cockpit repainted, Numbers and 

For gilders being repaired we can offer a very, very good 
logos replaced , full weight and mass balance of control 

deal on a complete refinish at the same time. 
surfaces, minor surface damage filled, BGA CofA 
provided. The glider Gel coat is effectively returned to "as Puchacz re-lifeing 
new" condition. We can re-li fe and refurbish high hours SZD Puchacz to 

increase their useable life to 12,000 hours 
We look after all the arrangements and can provide 

Crabb Computingcollection and delivery as required. 
3 Salford Close 
Welford, Northants, N66JJ 

Please contact us to discuss any of our services Tel +44 (0)1858 575665 - paul@crabb.biz 
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Weatherjack's p 

JACK Harrison, known across Ihe UK soaring community forwww.weatherjack.co.uk. 

elicited a superb response to his winter competition, run this year with the Guild of Avialion 

Artists, on the theme of "artistic" photos thai could be turned into paintings. Jack and the 

photographers have kindly allowed S&G to print a few of our personal favourites for you .. 

Main picture, above: Karl Zatorski's shot of his father, Stefan, launching Burn 's K-13. 

This page, clockwise from top left: soaring in Spain (Paul Bramley); ice at height (Mark 

Roberts); from the Surrey Hills T-21 , Percy, on the club 's charity day (Richard Fitch); 

the fun of flying a loop (Nick Aramlthe then JSAT(G) team at Blcester); Mike Fox and 

Ian MacArthur at noon, before trying a 300km, the day after a wet Club Class Nationals 

al Pocklington (Ian MacArthur); John Dawson in Ventus HB, seen from Hay Bluff on a 

'1antastic" ridge-running day (John Paskins); 52 from below (Ian Molesworth); Pete Hurd's 

LS6 returning from an Isle of Wight rally (Andy Mills, from ASH 25 13, flown by Steve Lynn). 

http:forwww.weatherjack.co.uk


hoto competition 

Main picture, below: Robbie Robertson went to Snowdon for this photo of a cwm, or corrie. 

This page, clockwise from top right. towing out from Bicester airfield (Pete Straiten), 

spur-of-the-moment snap as the sun lit the approaching K-7 at Tibenham (Tony Griffiths); 

a sky to fly for, looking north near Portmoak, Scotland, over Loch Leven - Libelle CWN 

flown by Hamish Eagleton (Robin Birch); Andy Bardget's LS4 climbs in a Borders GC wave 

hotspot at the top of College Valley. approaching the 3,OOOft-high Cheviot (Bob Cassidy); 

more wave, this time at Sulton Bank (Neil Walmsley); Parys, Free State, South Africa, from 

a tight winter thermal in Std Cirrus ZS-GHA (Bruce Greeff); a low pass at Serres, France 

- don't askl (Kirk Davis, with thanks to Jon Gatfield); more beautiful Borders scenery. in this 

shot, looking north-west from the Cheviot (John Maddison). 

Jack's redesigned site will be running again for the season from March 12: please don't 

forget to pay it a vIsit and, if you 're a regular user; to make a donation in support of it... 



FROM THE UK TO NEW ZEALAND IN A MOTORGLIDER 


Just the 500km to do, then ... 

Owen Truelove, a glider pilot for 50 years, notched up some impressive achievements in his 27,517km 
flight from the UK to New Zealand - covering more than half the earth's circumference of 40,076km. 
Flying a Stemme, he was the first person to make the trip from the UK in a motorglider, and it was the 
first time a motorglider had flown to New Zealand from anywhere in Europe or, indeed, had crossed the 

"
Tasman Sea. Yet there's hope for us all: Owen still needs a 500km soaring flight to finish his Diamond 
WHY don 't you fl y it?" In September 
2003 I hild contacted G Dale at 
High Wycombe to see if he had 

any room in his contdiners to ship my 
Stemme out to Omarama. As there was no 
room, I was discussing with him the means 
of getting this self-launching motorglider 
to New Zea land at the O marama morning 
briefing in February 2004. The previous day 
I had enjoyed an excellent flight in a rented 
Jan us C foll owing Hugh Turner in Alpine 
Soaring's DG-1000 at 17,000ft on the route 
up to Mount Cook, and I had finally decided 
that my Stem me should go to New Zealand. 
There were only two ways; ship it in a 
container in a trail er, or fly it. Since I did not 
own a trailer for the Stemme, it seemed to 
m thelt it was probably cheaper to fl y it. 

A soon as I got home at the end of March 
2004, plan ning and organising work started 
in earnest. I deterillined C1 weather window 
that shou ld give me soaring conditions along 
most of the roule, avoid th e monsoon, and 
all ow Ille to get back ill tinl!" tu join Illy wile 
when wc' relurn ed to New Ze,l land in 
February. This meant leaving th e United 
Kingdom in September: the time ava ilable to 
conduct all the preliminary work was short. 

The first task was to obtain clearances to 
overfly the 17 countries on my route. 
I attacked this on parallel tr<lcks. I wrote to 
the equiva lent of the Civil Aviation Authority 

in each country invo lved, and the British 
Embassy or High Commission in each. I al so 
wrote to Eillbass ies and High Commissions 
in London. This worked well. If I needed 
diploillati c clearance both the Embassy/High 
Commission contacted me bv email, and the 
country involved told me 10 ~,s that route, 
or the CAA started work ing with me. The 
internet and email were invaluab le. I had 
agreement in principle from all the countries 
involved, if not outright clearance, but th at 
for Iran was tenuous. I did not need spec ifi c 
clearance from Malaysia, Australia, New 
Zealand, or any Western Europea n cou ntry, 
where il flight plan would suffice. Except for 

'I decided to follow our sailing 
colleagues' example, and went 

motor soaring instead' 

Myanmar, I had Avgas il t all planned stops, 
according to the information av,lilahle to me. 

Equipment Jnd aircraft preparJtion came 
next. Here I made some good decisions and 
some ineffective ones. Stemme agreed to 
sponsor me and o rri ed out a thorough 
check of the aircraft before I took it to the 
Static display at the Roya l Internation al Air 
Tattoo, Fairford. The Duke of Kent grac ious ly 
agreed to patronise my Jdventure beca use 
I had decided to raise money for charity 
by carryin g out the ferry flight. I upgraded 
my LX5 000, but the o ld one would have suf­
ficed. Because I hoped to do a lot of 
soaring, but might be forced to use a 
transponder, I replaced my instrument with a 
brand-new Fil ser Mode 5 equipment. I was 
told that this would use much less power 
than my existing ,\-Iode C transponder. 
Experience showed little difference and my 
auxiliary battery, which I replaced in Cypru s, 
could not cope. Stemme completely over­
haul ed the propeller unit, which turned out 
to be a good decision, I replaced the existing 
25AH main battery with a rac ing uni t of 
40AH, and the aircraft skin was ca refu ll y 

refurbished. It looked very good at Fairford, 
except that I had a borrowed canopy that 
was tinted (I cou ld have done w ith ke ping 
thi s) . After Fairfordl r p laced the artificial 
hori zon with a new EFIS from AFE/RD 
Aviation, and augmented my instrument 
suite w ith a Garmin 196 - probably th very 
best decision I made. The RAF Comba t and 
Su rvival School gave me a briefing on 
survival and helped me with my kit. I took a 
dinghy, but no parachute; I had a li fejacket, 
and had made a spec ial bag to hold my 
clothes and emergency rill ions. I had il 

3- li tre and 2-litre Platypus, and Stemme and 
I decided on my tool kit and spares pack. 

I won't go through ,1 travel ogue for S&G 
readers; instead, I' ll comment on the soaring 
aspects of my journey. 

It quickly beCilme clear to me that my 
ori gi nal intenlion to soar as often ilS possible 
WilS hopeless ly optimistic.,Too often the 
sOilring conditions (dewpoin t too high) 
were tota lly unsuitilble for long distance 
cross-country wurk, but the major obstac le 
was Air Traffi c Control inflex ibility and 
burea ucracy. Genera l Aviation hardl y exists 
from th e former Western Europe until you 
reach Au stralia. From the mOlllent I left 
Hungary, which is the exception to my 
generalisation, I was required to fly Air 
Traffic routes and not to deviate from them. 

To enter Lebanon I was originall y r quircd ...... 

[.. ~/ 
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//Iustrations on these two pages, clockwise from top left: 


An approximation of the route (by the boys of Dutwich 


Cottege, Owen:S old school) as Owen didn 't overfly Iran: 


Customs sealing in Myanmar (Burma): 


Owen at Kempsey airfield, New South Wales, Australia: 


Saudi AViation Centre, north of Riyadh, looking east: 


Kennedy Peak scenery, on the India-Myanmar border: 


The Janus flight out of New Zealand that inspired it al/ 


to climb to 13,500it, a feat that I am not 
sure my Stemme 10V could achi eve (though 
the VT cm do this easi ly) , Although I had 
filed a VFR flight plan at Akrotiri , essentially 
for a direct flight to Curiat in Saudi Arabi<J, 
Lebanon and Syria changed my routing to 
follow high-level Air Traffic routes: th latter 
became really excited about my transit. After 
this I had to get my h'lnds on high-level as 
well as low-leve l Jeppesen navigation charts , 
More often than not I was required to follow 
a medium or high-level route, and accura tely 
maintain height. 

Also, I had continuous ly to give and 
review times to reporting points, mostly 
beacons, even though I had no DME dnd 
only my hand-held ICOM. I had to progrilm 
allth reporting points into Illy LX5000. 

The Carmin fortunately had nearly every 
point in its database. I changed from the 
Atlantic to the Pacific Database in Cyp ru s. 

I decided to follow our sai ling colleagues' 
example, and wentillotor soaring instead. 
By this I mean genera ll y keeping th engin 
on for most of the route, to keep the 
transponder going, but using thermals to 
climb, and porpoising along the route as 
often as A ir Trilffic would allow, 

Turkey turned out to be a brilliant country 
for soaring. I climbed three times to 12,000ft 
under love ly little cumulus clouds, and 
formed the opinion that Eskesehir, their 
Air University, would be a brilliant place for 
holding J gliding championship. 

I chJnged my original routing through 
France and Switzerl,lnd because I wanted 
Stemille to give the aircrait a fina l check. 
They were able to sort out some niggling 
problems I hJd with the undercarriage, the 
fuel sys tem, and the transponder. I was able 
to glide into Strasbourg for the last 60 miles 
after taking off from Stadtloen on the Dutch 
border, and sharing a street w ith a DC-500. 
As I ilrrived at lunch time, Prince Bandar WilS 
also there, picking up his Stemme 10VT to 
take it back down to Megeve. He insisted 

that I change my route and corne through 
Saudi ArabiJ. I had thought in my initial 
planning that this was impossible, and had 
therefore plumped to go through Iran. The 
IJtter offered a very difficult route, and had 
not given me clearance by the time I left. 
Hence th e invit,ltion was too good to miss, 
and Prince B,lIldar set about getting me 
clearance and a tourist visa. This meant 
diverting to Cypru s out of Turkey and cross­
ing another six countries. 

l)rince BandiJr owns a Stemme 10VT 
with his cousin Prince Su ltiln, the Iv\ini ster 
for Tourism, and iI former astronaut. 
They planned to fly theirVT to Saudi in 

'Conditions in Saudi were 

much better than I had thought. 

There were big, fat thermals .. .' 


November, so in a way I was to conduct 
a route proving for them. 

The thermal cond itions in Saudi were 
rnuch better than I had thought. From Curiat 
down to Hail there were big fat thermals 
over the high dunes of th desert, and the 
clrea around Hilil was quite fantilstic with its 
high rock forrnations protruding from the 
desert. Again, leaving RiyJdh for Dubili, 
there was thermal activity up to 9,OOOft. 
Prince Sultan has initiated a scheme north 
of RiYildh. This Jrea has a IJrge escarpment 
to the eilSI, ilnd measures 350 square miles. 
There is already a good airfield, which is to 
be further developed. From there they wi ll 
operate their Sl'ernme as the Saudi Aviation 
Centre. The who le area will be developed 
as a recreation and leisure park for the 
young people of Saudi. 

The short flight from Dubai to Seeb 
offered some excellent motor oaring over 
the Omani Mountains, although I was 
scolded by the Ornani Air Traffic Contro l. 
The ATC in India was the most difficult and 
bureaucratic, but t managed two soaring 
legs. The first WilS from Ahmedebad to 

Jilipur. I had been required to climb around 
the cumulus to 7,500ft. Initially the bilses 
were at 3,500ft, but by the time I got to 
Udaipur, they had risen to 6,500ft and I saw 
that there was no reply signJ I on the 
transponder. Hence I was able to switch off 
the engine and soar the last 100 miles to 
Jilipur. The thermals were strong and at the 
leJeJ ing and trailing edges of the clouds. 
I had iI very poor start at Ahilledebcld 
because of ATC but the soar ing quickly 
expunged the ill feeling. ATC at Jaipur were 
also difficult. They had tri ed to stop me 
coming because they had no Avgas. 

Actually the flying club had some, I ut my 
soaring trip had also released me su ff icient 
fue l to get to Lucknow. 

Next day ATe kept me hangi ng around for 
ages b fore letting me tilke ofi. This was due 
to needing an Air Defence Clearance. The 
direct route to Lucknm\, was 325nm, but the 
ATC route would take me a further 115 
miles with an Jcute left-hilmlturn to return 
north-north-west to Lucknow. As luck would 
have it, I WilS not being pa inted by radar, 
and I was able to get in another 100 miles of 
soaring - though not in the same conditions 
as the previous day. 

My on ly pure soaring leg was from Berlin 
to Dresden. In Australi a, I managed half the 
leg from Darwin to Magrego r River Mine, 
and also from the I<ltter to Cloncurry. I was l>­
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FROM THE UK TO NEW ZEALAND IN A MOTORGLIDER 


Clockwise from above: landing at Lord Howe Island in the middle of the Tasman Sea. 


One of the Andaman islands before the earthquake and tsunami of Boxing Day 2004. 


The Stemme's fin displays some of the sponsors of Owen's flight, which took 171hrs at an average speed of 


86. Ikt, covered 14,850 nautical miles and used 1,6001 of Avgas 

:I» dripping in sweat throughout the route from 
Darwin, but the cloud base did rise from 
5,000ft to 9,000ft to increase my comfort 
towards the end of the day. I used all my 
three litres of water on this leg. 

However, my most dramatic legs were on 
the engine: the first from Guriat in north-east 
India over the mountain ranges to Myilllmar 
(Burma). This was after my first engine 
problem. when a helicoil repair to the 
number two cylinder head was necessary. 
The scenery was magnificent, especially 
around Kennedy Peak. In a few places the 
cloudbase was touching the mountaintops 
at up to 8,700ft and I was glad the Limbach 
engine could still get me up to 11 ,500ft. 

From Kupang to Darwin was memorable 
because the LX5000 told me the wind 
conditions were more favourable at low 
level, as had been forecast, so this was a hot 
leg. Although all my planning said it was 
unnecessary, I fitted an auxiliary fuel tank in 
Kempsey, Australia. It gave me only 20 litres 
more, and was not necessary, but I felt much 
more relaxed! I crossed from Kempsey to 

orfolk Island, transiting Lord Howe Island 
in one day, and this enabled me to just get 
into New Zea land before strong winds made 
it impossibl e for 10 days. 

Lord Howe Island is magnificent. It is 
smaller than the Isle of Sheppey a nd the 
runway is in the centre on the shores of the 
lagoon. Th e domesti area is on rocks to 
the west that climb to 600ft, bUl to the east 
two giant rock extend to 3,000ft. 

In any wind and especially in the eastern 
and western sectors, all the AlPs warn that 
the approaches and runway are subjected to 
severe turbulence, and it is often necessary 
to return to the mainland, just 350 miles 
away! 

The last leg down from Norfolk Island to 
Whangerei, a distance of 535nm took 5hrs 
50min , and the arrival was recorded by 
NZ3. My son and grandson were there to 
meet me. It was an absolute joy to land safely 
th re because the conditions were very gusty 
(1 g2S), but they then got very much worse. 
Eventually, we put the Stem me in the 
Northlands Aero Club hanger, I took off the 
propeller unit and we shipped it back to 
Stemme for an overhaul. I had achieved my 
objective and to take risk now would have 
been stupid. I will get down to South Island 
in February. 

Was it worth it? Now I say yes, but there 
were times on the route when I questioned, 
as did many others, my sanity. Most notably 
I spoke with an Emirates Captain over the 
Gulf, on the "Numbers" frequency, and he 
really gave me the titl e of my forthcoming 
book: "Am I Crazy?". 

Do I think d predominantly gliding series 
of flights possible? It would be a struggle, 
and I would not think it possible with a 
tug/glider operation. Too often the sea 
looked a better landing out option than the 
land. But it would be possible with a 
Stemme or a derivative; it would take a long 
while, and short legs would be needed to 
keep the peace with ATe. Nepal would not 
even let me in and my greatest regret 
is that I only got a glimpse of the Himalayas. 

Since I've arri ved home I have often been 
asked if it WilS exciting. It was, but not in a 
scary sense. Dubai annoyed me, but that 
happened because of the shape and form of 
the Stemme. The mechanical problems were 
of my own making and not any reflection on 
Stemme or Limbach. I worry about fuel. 
Avgas is becoming very scarce; my AlPs 
and Garmin occasionally gave me incorrect 
information on its availability. I believe 
mogas or diesel driven engines must be the 
engines of choice for General Aviation. 

The high points for me were all motorised 
flight. The crossing from India, that across 
the Timor Ocean, and I made the task 
ach ievable by doing Lord Howe and Norfolk 
Islands in one day. The low points were my 
own frailty in accomplishing the helicoil 
repairs, and in meeting the excessive 
demands for landing fees in Indonesia. 
I would not discourage anyone from trying 
to do what I have done, or better, and will 
be available to help if needed. 

The costs of mounting an expedition like 
this are consider<Jble. The total came to just 
short of £15,000. However, sponsorship 

helped. Serco were my major sponsor , 
contributing towards the equipment costs. 
Stemme did not charge me for labour, and 
the contributions from V Finance and KEC 
helped to defray costs. I used the flight to 
raise money for charity, and hav collected 
nearly £5,000 for the RAF Benevolent Fund 
- www.raf-benfund.org.uk; Dulwich College 
Bursary Appeal www.dulwich.org.uk; and 
the Cornish branch of the Motor Neurone 
Disease Soci ety - www.mndassociation.org. 

Sinc I first drafted this article, the Asian 
Tsunami disaster has affected some of the 
places I visited. We will keep my website 
(www.nzglide.com) open until at least April, 
whilst I establish "Lily May" in South Island. 
Donations Jre still welcome for the above 
charities or do feel free to contribute - as 
well as, or instead - to the UK's Disasters 
Emergency Committee's tsunami appeal 
(www.dec. org. uk). 

Aslhcre ':' I'~ no .'lpL-'Ciii rCl.(>rds iar ~If ldull(:ht.-'d MOior Cllders 

- intt, which cI~ the Icmm(' (illl - or Tuuring Motor Clidl'rs, 

there ;:I re no r 0(d5 1 can cLllm other Ih.1Jl ior d lip,r,tweight 

powffed .li rer, It - ant't ..,if1 c~ I did nOI $Cl out wi th an)' intention 

01 settillg rf.!rords. or d Inre th ..1l it \VJ~ m)' intention, Ih 

ROy~ll Aern Cl uh Gmnot fo(wJ rd allY recolTlmendatlons 
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to fly without the appropriate insurance cover ­
which is exactly what we provide, including a 
complete back-up and advice service at all times. 

hell !lviation I Insurance 
services ltd 

Contact Stephen Hill or Andrew Hatfield by: 

Phone: 01765 690777 Fax: 01765 690544 Email: hillaviation@btconnect.com 
Unit 1A, Sycamore Business Par'k, Copt Hewick, Ripon, North Yorkshire, HG4 50F 

Authorised and regulated by the Financial Services Authority 
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IDAFLIEG 


for any type of glider 
from Saturday 9th July to Saturday 16th July 2005 incl. 

details and entry forms now available from www.comp-enterprise.co.uk 
or the club office or on our web site. Entries limited to 45 so book early. 

MIDLAND GLIDING CLUB 
www.longmynd.com 

MCC. Longmynd. Church Stretwn. Shropsillrc. SY6 6 TA 01588650206 

Testing 

times ... 

Jochen Ewald reports on the 
tests carried out at the IDAflieg 
meeting in summer 2004, where 
the LS10, ASW 28E, Ventus 2cx 
and OG-1000 all took to the ai r 

EVERY August, students from Germ an 
Akafliegsvisit Aal en-Elchingen airfield 
in southern Germany to conduct flight 

research , supported by the German Centre 
for Aeronautica l and Spacefli ght Research 
(DLR) and Brunswick University Institute for 
Flight Research (IFF). Thi s IDAFlieg summer 
meeting - unique in the world - is the place 
to try out their very own research ideas with 
proper scientific support. 

The average glider pilot is probably most 
interested in the performance testing of new 
glid rs: from sunri se until the first thermals 
cause turbulence, speed po lar curves are 
evaluated in compari son with the DLR's 
calibrated DG-3 00/ 17m. But bad weather in 
2004 meant that only the performance of the 
ASW 28- '18F prototype and a Ventus 2cx 
could be evaluated. In addition, the DLR 
Janus, ASVV 24, ASV" 28- 18E, LS4, LS1 0 and 
Ventus 20 -18rn were assessed under the 
Zacher flying characteristi cs evaluati on 
scheme, as well as the Akafli eg prototypes 
AK-8 (Standard Class from the Karl sruhe 
University group) and 58-14 (1 8-metre 
flapped glider from the Brunswick group). 
Another interesting glider to "Zacher" was a 
repli ca Huller H 28/2 builtJby Wern er Kaluza 
at Warbu rg, Germany, whi ch provided the 
opportuni ty to experience the characteristics 
of one of the most advanced glider designs 
of the second half of the 19305 .. , 

Besides these " regular" IDAFlieg tasks, 
several Akafli egs' spec ial projects arc of great 
interest. A lot of work was dune on the po int 

Although used mostly for flight testing and research , 

the "super-slim " SB-14, a flapped 18-metre glider from 

the Akaflieg Braunschweig, has done well in camps 

- it will probably influence the future of glider design 

All photos: Jochen Ewald 
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where laminar airflow changes to turbulent 
- usually producing a laminar separati on 
bubble that creates drag. To prevent this, 
turbuliltors (either zig-zilg-tilpe or blow 
ho les) ca n be found on most modern gliders, 
but these only work effectively just in front 
of where the laminar bubble develops. For 
such research, a viscous fluid is pilinted on 
the w ing surface, protected from turbulence 
on aerotow by a pl asti c film removed after 
release by a conn ction to tilt' towrope. 
At a constant speed, the fluid shows the 
behaviour of th e airflow cleilrly and dries, 
making eva luation on th e ground poss ible. 

Th e slim, flapped l8-metre prototype 
5B-14 of the Akafli eg Braunschweig is not 
only showing th e way with good handling 
and performance, but is also equipped with 
a lot of feature.5 to improve flight testing. 
As well as a computer-based complete fli ght 
data registration system developed at the IFF 
Braunschweig, the deflections of all control 
surf<lCes ca n be measured in flight and 
the control movements and forces compared. 
A glass-fibre system integral to the wing 
gives information about how it is bending. 
This permits the collection of a lor of new 
dara on aeroelasticity and flutter. 

With th e 5B-14, AK-8 and the littl e Hutter 
H-28/2 , several flights were made to finish 
th e requiredlests for certification. 

Th e work of the IDAFlieg can be ee n ilS 
an "engine" for the development of gliding: 
no commerci al manufacturer is ab le to do 
such effective research and testing with as 
little financial expenditure. The labour of 
Akafli eg students is free, they like learning 
by doing, cspec iall y of course when they ca n 
combine it with fl ying. 50 they get a solid 
bas' for later work as responsible engineers 
in research and dev lopm nl. But th e trend 
to shorten studying times at university, ilnd to 
penali se students stu dy ing longer with high 
studying fees, ca uses a lot of problems for 
Akaflieg mcmbers, whose work, of course, 
lengthens their studies. To enable them to 
continue IDAFlieg work, this should be 
acknowledged by universities. A efficient 
combinJtion of theory (offered by universities) Clockwise from top left: Ventus 2cx (for performance 

and practica l work (offered by the Akafliegs) evaluation); LS10 on ground and airborne (including 

results in more competent engineers and, laminar flow test); OG-I000 (calibration); AK·8: ASW 28£ 

at the same time, helps to secur the (polar curve evaluation); OG-1000 fitted to test (a) lift 

ongoing success of gliding. distribution (b) ASI calibration and (c) angle of attack 
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JAXIDA Condensation-free 

ALL WEATHER COVERS 
Protects your aircraft 

against sun, rain , and snow 

~~:~!~:~n~it=c~~~ci~~~~gwind 

Easy for one person to fit / remove 

Always clean and ready for take-off! www.jaxida.com i 
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JAXIDA COVER, 8trandmoellevej 144 • DK-4300 Holbaek, Denmark 

l___________________~:~~_~~:__~_~~~_~~~~___~__ ~~__~_~=_:=~~__~_~~: . _~___:~.~_~.i!.!~:~_~!~~~~~:~_~_. __ .. _: 
- . 

NOR.TH'YORKSHIRESAILPLANES.· f'i'jj'i'iC75 ., I'_ 
www.flysailplanes.c.o•.uk I.£:E!!:::J 

FULL REPAIR SERVICES IN: 

.GLASS! CARSON! KEVLAR ! WOOD.! METAL 
C 'of A renewals, modifications,.tailwhee/s, . 

maintenance, Otnstroment.;pane/s, - -­
. '.' '-- wingletS;~-etc:;·"etc. ' . -'-'- . 

TEL: 01845 577341 MOBILE: 07711 889 245 FAX: 01845 577646 
.Untt M, Alanbrooke.lnclustrial Park, Topcliffe, Thirsk, North Yorks hire Y073SE 

GLIDER rRAILER 
SERVICING 

Need you GliderTrailer Serviced? 
Book io today! Our rJlechonlcs ore ..'.OOVED 


expeneoced 10 the serVicing ~:::~. 


ood repair ofoil (arms o(Tmders 

10 our (ully eqUIpped workshops. 


Contact: PHIL REDWOOD 

workshop@centrecaravans.co.uk 

~~~AV4,fJ" Tel: 01844338187 

i!! Oxford Road, 

= Tiddington.
~. Nr Thame, Oxon 

Just off Jet SA M40 

www.centrecaravans.co.ul< 

The Premier Motor Gliding School 

Courses or by the hour for NPPL 

SLMG & TMG PPL. 

Bronze C Cross Country & Field 

Landing Checks. 

Convert your BGA Licence to an 

NPPL SLMG. 

RT Examination Centre. 


www.enstoneaerodrome.co.uk 
telephone 01 608 677208 

New! TaskNAV Tn2005 	 £49 
• 	 The new 2005 edition of TaskNAV - is top quality tlight planning and GPS analysis software - probably the best available in the UK. 

Provides full colour topographic vector mapping. World Championships proven GPS night log analysis. advanced maggot raci ng. 
new statistics. thc latest FAI niles enhancement~. and much more . . . 

• 	 10 year track record ; used by priv<tte glider pilots. clubs and national contests from the UK to the antipodes. New rules include the 
important Cylinder OZ_Corrcction rule which applies to all FAI Badge nights and Records 

• 	 Price includes free update service during 2005 via the TaskNAV website. Please check the TN web site for upgrade details 
• 	 Going to the BGA conference'? See the exciting new TaskNAV 3D option. available from March 31. 2005 
• 	 All TaskNAV software available by internet download or on CD. Please include £3.00 for CD post & pack 

Contact: David Robertson, 20 Duffield Lane, Stoke Poges, BUCKS, SL2 4AB 

Tel: 01753-643534 e-mail: RobertsonD.I@Compuserve.Com web: www,tasknay,com 
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WINTER SOARING 

Sunny side up 

Nick Garland describes a trip to 
South Africa that got him 500km 
and 50hrs flying in a fortnight 

MORNING in the White House. Not 
the one with Bush in it, but the one 
in th South African bush - a small 

guest house down the road from New Tempe 
Airfield, Bloemfontein, where Dick Bradley's 
Soaring Safaris is based. Over breakfast, 
Shack Roberts (of M aga lies, Booker and, 
since his move to Qatar, nO fixed gliding 
abode), Anne Chapman and me (both of 
Booker) refl ect on the previous day's fl ying. 

It had been frustrating. After climbing to 
11 ,000ft in a cu-infested sky, Anne had 
landed out about 80km away, and Shack 
and I had given up on the task before we 
started. That evening, Dick and Reb Rebbeck 
had praised Anne for being the only one 
sensible enough to head out on task (one of 
seve ral in which she achieved her Silver 
distance) in what were cl early booming 
conditions, and poked genlle fun at the 
inab ility of Shack and me to set off when we 
were at 11 ,000ft and there were enough 
quality streets to, well , give you toothache 
for an awfully long time. There was no 
denying our cowardi ce. Loggers do not li e, 
and my radi o chat with Shack was pretty 
damning: "looks very patchy" was parti cularly 
enjoyed back at Tempe base, radioed at 
11 ,000ft off a 6kt climb. 

So that morning at the White House, the 
boys' honour was at stake. Reb and Dick 
were right, it had been a good day - only 
an unexpected shower had prevented Anne 
from getting back - and we needed a plan. 
As we tucked into our fried eggs, we 
concluded that the thermals ca me from the 
sunny side of the clouds. Which gave us 
the first part of our plan. The new centring 
strategy on cloudy days was to be "easy 
over, sunny side up". Thus inspired by our 
breakfast, we went to the briefing at the 
airfield. There, Reb provided us with part 
two of the plan: he forbade us from circling 
until we had covered at least 10km. Nice 
and simple for us early ross-country folk, 
and incredibly effec ti ve. Part 3 came in the 
guise of Douglas "master splicer" Bradl ey. 
Flying with us, he would guide us th rough 
the skies that day, pointing out where lift 
may be and what ought to be left. Thus 
armed, we set off on a 300km. 

A few hours later found us all on final 
glides, weaving our way at ground speeds of 
200km/h or more over fi elds, farmhouses, 
saltpans and dams back Lo the airfield, 
where we would radio in and be advised as 
to which runway would be best to land on. 
There, beer in hand and to the sweet aromas 
of the cooking braai (barbequ e to you and 
me, of mysterious and great mythological 
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importance to any South Afri can with claim 
to have any sort of a spring in his or her bok) 
our traces were downloaded by Reb, and 
much to his (,1110 our) surprise we saw 
average speeds of over 120km/h. No mea n 
feat - but not the mea nest feat that day. 
Enter Theo, husband to Michell e, the gliding 
club's matron, Dick's boss (well , we all jump 
when she tells us to), and braa i chef par 
excellence. Theo had set off at lOam in his 
ASW 20 on a 1 ,000km flight. As Theo does, 
he turned off his radio when off tow, and so, 
come 6pm, as Shack, Anne and I bilsked in 
the glory of our fl ights ilnd the sun set gently 
over the il irfield, we speculated as to where 
Theo mily have got to. A typi ca lly friendly 
farmer would, of ourse, look after him, 
Reb confidently reassured Michelle ... But 
no, he wouldn 't be making it back - after 
all, the sun had almost stopped shining. 
In fact, Reb sa id he would kiss a place on 
Theo's anatomy where the sun didn't shine 
at all should he complete hi s 1,000km. 

Well , you and I know what happened 
next. Moments later the rildio crackled into 
life, the bell in the bar was rung (tradition 
dictates it may only be rung for badge 
claims and be followed by a round bought 
by the bell rin ger), the returned Theo paid an 
impromptu visit to the club 's swimming pool 
and Reb was looking for a lilwyer to ilrgue 
his way out of the (dark) hole in which he 
had found himself. 

Reader, rest assured that his lawyer (erm, 
me) told him that he didn't have a leg to 
stand on. Members of Reb's home cl ub, 
please note that his promise was unfulfilled: 
feel free to mention it hext time he is there. 

The two weeks in Bloemfontein continued 
in a similar vein. Somehow, yours truly went 
from Silver and 90 hours to four rings of the 
bell and 140 hours. Every day, I encountered 
the same sense of progress and fascination 
with flying that we all do when first going 
solo: it felt grea t. 

The highlight for me was not that first 
300km, not a gold height, not a 500km in 
which I briefl y kept pilce with Dunstable 
thermill spymilsters Ed Downham and 
Robin May (who could sniff out atomic 
conditions in even the flattest sky), but being 
coaxed round a 300km by Norman Parry 
and Ca rr Withall. 

It was a blue day. I was relucta nt to go 
on tilsk. Cil rr, an ex-BA senior pilot and 
1 ,000km veteran, had proclaimed it a day 
when he would rather tend his garden. 
Norman, a dairy farmer in the UK, was 
no more encouraging, and had built up a 
reputation in South Africa last year for 
landing out in any available dairy farm. 
A landout today WilS surely inevitable ... 

Nevertheless, following launch, the sky 
appeared to be working, and I set off with 
Ca rr and Normiln. Following Reb's golden 

Over the South African counrtryside - complete with 

circular irrigated fields (Steve Lynn) 

10km rule (which, as confidence grew, had 
extended to 20km) and the advice of Andre, 
one of the many fantas ti ca ll y helpful 
Bloemfontein loca l fl ye rs, thilt if you walk 
blindfold in the woods you'll ventually hit 
a tree, I had made it to about 130km out. 
But then, on encountering sink, I found 
myself il t 1 ,500ft above ground on a day 
when thermals were only rea ll y working 
above 4,000ft. Added to this, Carr and 
Norman were some way ahead, and so Carr 
could not undertake his usual kindness of 
pulling out his airbrakes and coming down 
to join whoever WilS struggling in the weeds. 
Water dumped, landing gear out, glider 
hanging preCilr iously in mid air, I was 
determined not to go down without il fi ghl, 
and slowly over a sil lt piln off the second 
turn point nursed the glider back to a 
sensible height. Res isting the urge to turn 
back - I WilS getting good at thi s blind man 
stuff - I was rewarded by the spectacular 
and contrasting Sights of the Koffiefontein 
diamond mine (the second turn point) and 
Kalkfontein dam (the third turn point), the 
first il seemingly bottomlEiss pit of blackness, 
and the second a ri ch, twinkling blue lagoon 
enveloped by lush green fields. Turning for 
home, the orange diaphanous veils of dust 
devils served to mark the thermals on the 
way through to a 50km final glide. On th e 
ground, I was greeted by Norman and Carr 
congratulating me on il difficult fli ght in 
which they also gOllow. "Well done," they 
said, "we thought you would have given 
up". Now, you ca n't beat that. 

I could tell you more. About ingenious 
aerotow retri eves; the incredible hospitality; 
how to destroy half Bloemfontei n's go-kart 
ileet in three eilsy steps; poetry co rner before 
briefing and mild retrieves with vodka-bearing 
Russ ians and Boer farmers showing off gun 
collections that might just sate Blair's search 
for weapons of mass destruction. But you 
might not believe me, and in any event they 
are best saved for a pint in your clubhouse. 
All you reall y need lo know is that whether 
like your flying fast or slow, high or low, you 
will not be doing it justice unl ess you visit 
Soaring Safaris - and order your eggs \ . 
eilsy over, sunny side up. ~ 
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INSTRUCTOR TRAINING 


Course gliding with the BGA 

If you've ever wondered what 
it's like to do a British G'liding 
Association instructor training 
course, newly-qualified assistant 
instructor Graham Wadforth 
describes the experience ... 

AT MY CLUB, Wolds GC, you have to 
wait to be asked if you would like 
to train to become ,1n instructor, and 

you never know wh n the Chi (Flying 
Instructor might tap you on the shoulder ,1Ild 
invite you to commence Basi c Gliding 
Instructor training, which is the first step on 
the ladder. 

Before I went on the cou rse I hea rd all 
sorts of accounts from other instructors 
about what the course was like in their 
day, and thought it would be useful for 
other pilots if they had a rough idea of what 
to expect. 

So, what is involved? 
It goes without say ing that a thorough 

read ing of the Instructor's Manual is 
necessa ry, as it sets out J II of the exercises 
to be taught on the course . 

The instructor "pzltter" llluSt be lea rned 
and then practised in the Jir to ensure th at 
the glider is Jctually do ing what you say 
it is doing. 

Eventually the CFI or his deputy signs your 
papers to say you are of a sufficient standard 
to attempt the course and off you go to Hus 
Bas, whi ch I reached aiter a comfortable two 
hour drive on the Friday evening. I checked 
into J good bunk room and then had a 
couple of pints with Mike and Bob Fox, 
whom I know from my own club. 

Bob was there as an additional course 
instructor, the others being the BCA's Mike, 
and BGA National Coach Simon Adlard. 

It was the next day that the fun bega n. 
After a decent "Full English" I discovered 
that the lock on my room door had jammed, 
with me on the wrong side of it: 10 minutes 
to first briefing and all my course documents 
in the room! One of the Hus Bas members 
(glad it wasn't me) forced the door open, 
leav ing sp lintered door frame allover th e 
place. Not an auspicious start. 

The briefing then confirmed my suspicioll5 
that the course would be a challenge when 
we were told that we would have to do 
a Bronze Badge paper with a minimum 
80 per cent pass in every section ! 

That afternoon we had a fairl y gentle 
introduction to the fl ying, when we each 
had to fly a glider which we had not flown 
before, in my case a Duo Discus, and 
eva luate its handling and prepare a w ritten 
report for a low-hours pilot to do a type 
conversion. 

Sunday began, as did all of the days, with 
getting gliders out at 0830hr5, followed by 
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briefing at 0900hrs until approx imately 
1130hrs and then flying until approximately 
1730hrs. On thi s day we carr ied out stalling 
exercises in the Duo Discus and Pucha z. 
The day ended with a very nice barbecue 
with the instructors BGA Vice Chairman 
Mike Jordy and his wife, Mo. During a 
perfect sunset after a 24° and 6kt day 
we watched a Ti ger Moth doing beat ups of 
the clubhouse. 

Monday was winch launch failure day 
in the Grob Aero and Puchacz. As with all 
exercises during the week, the instructors 
demonstrated th e exerc ise first, with the 
patter, and we then repea ted it. This was 
quite a long day, and with five of us on the 
course meant many trips on the tractor to 
retri eve the glider after each landing. 

By this time th e students, all of a similar 
age, had really gelled and a good team spirit 
deve loped, with al l of us helping each other, 
and where necessary ganging up against the 
instructors. 

Actuall y that's not quite true. We only 
ganged up aga inst Mike Fox - well , why 
not? Poor Mike could only ever remember 
my name so the others took delight in 
swapping namE'S so that he could never 

Rule 1: 

Bloggs will do his best 


to kill you. 


Rule 2: 

The more experienced Bloggs 

becomes, the more deviously 


he will apply Rule 1 


remember which of us he had flown with 
when he w ished to bring out a point during 
debriefing. 

The day eventuall y ended at 1900hrs, 
w ith homework set and not forgetting the 
ongoing Bronze revision . 

Tuesday was a much easier eklY as we ran 
through the entire patter in the Rotax Falke 
- a lovely ma "hi ne, much more like a light 
aircraft, comfortable and powerful and as 
far removed from my club's Falke as a 
Discus is from a K-8. 

On Wednesday we did aerotow patter as 
we were ga ining height to do the various 
sp inning exercises. 

Thursday saw us doing more spinning, 
demonstrating different spin entri es . 

We also did circuit planning and the 
undershoot/overshoot demo in the Falke. 

Friday and Saturday were for me the 
highlight of the course, and certainl y the 
days with the steepest learning curve 
because we did things which none of us had 
done before. The instructors played the part 
of the ubiquitous ' Bloggs' . He has many 
relatives, and th yare all out to get you. 

The rul es are: 

Rul e 1: Bloggs will QO his best to kill you. 

Rule 2: The more experienced Bloggs is, 

the more deviously w ill he app ly Rule l. 


We had two scenarios. The first was a 
fli ght with Bloggs, who presented himself 
at the launchpoint w ith his logbook. We had 
to read the logbook, question Bloggs as to 
his experi ence and then supervi se his flight. 
Almost without exception we all made a 
complete Horlicks of this. 

The next day we had a check flight to do. 
My Bloggs played the part of J visiting Sil ver 
Badge and competition pi lot from another 
club who wanted to fly " t my club. That 
flight went much better, but then I hild Mike 
(Bloggs) Fox aga in playing an inexperienced 
pilot. He flun g the glider around the sky very 
low down on aerotow until I took control, 
and after some indiiferent th erm alling and 
a poor circuit tried to fl y th e glider into the 
ground until l ance aga in took control. 

And suddenly that was the end of the 
course. We had all hJd a marvellous time, 
espec iall y the night we took tiP instructor 
uut for a pub meal and Mike Fox bought a 
round - but that's a different story ' 

So will you pass? The answer is yes, 
provided that, JS w ith all exams, you revi se 
by learn ing the patter and practising some 
of the exercises which are more difficult or 
which require careful timing such as a spin 
off a winch launch failure. There is nothing 
new in the flying. You have done it all 
before. You simply need to co-ordinate the 
patter with the glider and, as Chris ("stress 
inducer") Price would say: "Keep the string 
in the middle". 

There is, however, a final sting in the tail 
and that is the cos t. A rough breakdown is: 

Food & drinks (for sanity) £140 
Petrol £25 
Course fee C 30 
Fl ying f e (5 hrs/gliders; 2hrs/ Falke) £475 
Acco mmodation in bunkhouse £72 

£1 042 

You need to add to thi s the cost of your 
pre-course flying. There will also b the cost 
of your JcceptJnce flights with the CFI. 

Before I went on the course Mike told 
me that his aim was to make the course 
enjoyable, and in my view he succeeded. 
The instructors applied no pressure at all. 
We m~lIlaged that very eas ily for ourse lves! 

Finally, I must express my thanks to 
Simon, Mike and Bob for thei r patience 
and their efforts and their constant good 
humour in spite of being faced w ith five 
very rea l Bloggses. 

Repr inted w ith thank to the Po/ebender, 

th., newslett r of Wolds GC, Pockl ingtnn 
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Established by prominent figures in British gliding, Joint 

Aviation is the leading, independent sailplane insurance 

agency in Europe. 

Joint Aviation has in-depth knowledge of gliding and 

gliding insurance as well as providing the personal 

contact that ensures every sailplane client receives the 

same high standards of services and competitive prices. 

Joint Aviation Services ltd 
.. .Our task, your security 

0044 (0)1420 88664 for general enquiries 

0044 (0)142088706 Bernadette Pollard 
0044 (0)7802 708670 Terry Joint mobile 

0044 (0)1420 542003 Facsimile 

email: bernadette.pollard@jointaviation.co.uk 

Joint Aviation Services Limited 
8 Old Aylesfield Buildings 
Froyle Road, Shalden, Alton 

MEMBER 
Hants GU34 4BY !iJ 

General Insurancewww.joint.co.uk 

Tasman V1000 Vario 

Instruments 


• No flask - simple to install 2.25" • Digital audio LCD display with average 
• Digital differentiation for precise response • Variable response speed 

• Inbuilt speaker • Low power consumption • Voltmeter display 
• Repeat display for two seat installation available 

Special introductory price £315.00 inc. VAT from 

SOUTHDOWN AERO SERVICES LTD 

0044 (0) 1256381359 • 0044 (0) 1256381816 


E-Mail: info@southdownaero.com • www.tasmaninstruments.com.au 


The Black Mountains Gliding Club 
HAVING THIS MUCH FUN CAN'T BE LEGAL!!! 

Average flight times over one hour, hundreds of kilometres of ridges and breathtaking 

views. 


At Talgarth there is something for everyone whether learning to fly or already a pundit. 


Why not treat yourself to some concentrated flying training - courses from one 

to five days. 


If you prefer just come on up and enjoy some fun flying . 


The club operates 7 days a week from 25 March to 30 October, 2005. 


For more details:- Visit our web site ~ Email (Preferred) ~ Telephone 01874711463 
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GLIDERS IN PRODUCTION 


What can you buy new? 

Lasham pilot John McCullagh 
has researched the new glider 
market in a first bid to outline 
what's available if you want 
to purchase a new sailplane 

APPARENTLY sirnplp <I"(' tions often produce 

int r sting answ'rs. M y question was "why nol 

pub li sh a listing, as in Ih motoring magdLines, 

oi every new gl id r w ith SOme basic in ormation?" 

This produced som > in leresling answers . One agenl 

sdid Ihal: " II is nol Ihe poli cy of Ihe manufacturer to Above: the Carat from AMS-Flight and the SZOSO-3 Puchacz are among gliders and motorg/iders now in productioo 

dvcrtise pri ces in thi s \ovay. TIle va rious options, te. (oNww.whiteplanes.com) 

vary the price so much Ihal a basic price is oilen very 

misl ad ing. This is a po li cy that has come from many No. Delivery 

decades of se ll ing sai lplane all over Ihe world." SIng Prop Ule buill Span Flaps UD hp rime Price Noles 

Anol'her sa id thai delivery limes vary from one day 10 

Ihe next, Ihe manufaclurers' performa nce fj ' ures arc Aeromot Xi mango (www.ximango.com_bt.) - UK agent: Mclean Aviation 
generally garbdge (esp ciJ lly everyon el 's). Th e bas il' AMT200 2ss X R 17.5 N 31 81 

pri ce some manufacturers quole does not include some AMT300 2ss X R 17.7 N 31 115 

baSI featu res so Ihal anolher manufaclurer app~ars AMT600 2ss X R 17.5 N 31 

more expensive'. In any case, some gliders cannOI be 

compareciwilh any olher, so why bOlher! I Ihereiore Alisport (www_a/isportcom) 
puhlish Ihe inform,lIion w ilh Ihe following caveats: Silenl Club F 12 Y 31 5-6 Also 

- This lisl ing is purely 10 give you an id a of w hat ex isls. Silenl Club (sell-launch) R F 45 12 Y 31 28 5-6 46 .200 available 

Th choice of, glider In meel your own requ irements Silenl Club (eleclric sell-launCh) R F 12 Y 31 17 5-6 63.180 as quick 

needs ca reiuI invesligation; Silenl 2 (sell-launch) R F 18 13 Y 39 28 5-6 51,420 build kils 

- I have l isted liders ilnd mOlorgliders, bul nOI high­

performan 'e hang-Illidcrs ,nd microlighls; ALLSTAR PZL (www_szd,com,pf) 
- Ther~' is no gu"r"nl e aboul Ihe accur;) y of Ih SZ050-3 Puchacz 2 F 300+ 16.7 N 30 49,338 

informal ion published hul I have asked Ihe manufacturers S2051-1 Junior F 300+ 15 N 35 3 29,110 

or Iheir agents 10 check il; S2055-1 R 15 N 44 6 37,340 

- You ,]re responsible for delermin ing whelher you have S2059 Acro R 13115 N 36/40 3 42.538 lips + 2000 

Ihe C]u,ll ii icalions 10 fly Ihe aircrafl and w helher Ihe 

gl ider has heen cerliiied fnr usc in Ihi s counlry; AMS-Flight (www,ams-fIIghts/) - UK agent: Mclean Aviation 
- If there \'vas no reply to my enqUiries <:tnd no sign 01 a APIS-13/WR F 13 N 39 Also 

recenl web'ite updale, Ihe manuiaclurer was omilted. APIS-15 F 15 N 40 as a kil 

11,crc is more iniormalion aboul Ihese gliders on Ihe APIS-E (eleclric sell ·launch) R F 15 N 40 Also 

manufacturers ' 'vvebsi tes. In iornl;1 ti on JbOul many others APIS-M (self-launch) R F 15 N 40 40 as a kil 

Ihal dr no long r in producliun ( an also ue found al Caral A R 14 15 N 35 60 

hllpj/ww\ v. sai/plancv/ireuory.com OG-303 Elan R 15 N 44 

I hope Iha l the appearance of Ihis iirsl l isling wil l OG-303 Elan Acro R 15 N 

encourage manufacturers and agents 10 conlact me DG-303 Elan Acro Club F 15 N 

al jO/ln @mccullagh. demon. ro. uk if Ihere is new DG-303 Elan Club F 15 N 

infurmation for fulure liSlings. If you wou ld lik OG-5oo Elan Orion 2 R 20 N >44 

your ia\'ouril manuiactur r or ils agent 10 pub lish OG-500 Elan Orion (Irainer) 2 F 18 N , 40 

more i nformalion in Ihis lable or 10 agree on a common DG-500 Elan Orion Acro 2 R 17.2 N 

bas ic configuraliun , please w rile to them. 

DG Flugzeugbau (www.dg-flugzeugbau_de) - UK agent: Mclean Aviation 

DG-808B (sell launch) R R 15/18 Y 45/50 53 


KEY TO LISTINGS OG-808ST (Iurbo) R R 15/18 Y 23
45150 

OG-808S R 15/18 Y 45/50 


Stng = Seating 1 or 2 or 2 seat side by side DG- loo0S 2 R 18 N 


Prop = Propellor: F = Fixed, R = Retractable, DG-l ooOS-l 8/20 2 R 18/20 N -146.5 


X = can be feathered in flight, L = can be folded in flight DG-l0ooS Club 2 F 18 N 


Ule = Undercarriage. F = Fixed, R = RelO1Cl~ble DG-l000T (Iurbo) 2 R R 18120 N -/46 .5 30 


No. built = includes all variations of basic type DG-l000M (self launch) 2 R R 18/20 N -/46.5 


Span in metres (with and without tips) 


Flaps = Flaps (Yes or No) DG Flugzeugbau (www_dg-flugzeugbau_de) - UK agent: Wells Design 

UD = Best glide angle (with and wilhouttips) LS8-a R 478 15 N 43 fafe 


hp = Horse power LS8-s R 15118 N 43148 2005 


Price Includes either local VAT or UK VAT and is ex-works LS8-sl (turbo) R R 15/18 N 43148 23 


tba = to be announced LS-l0 R 15/18 Y >49 in 2006 
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From lop lefl: L5B, Discus 2a, Rolax Falke, PW-5. 

No. Delivery 51emme 5-10 and DG-BOB8 (www.whiteplanes.com) 

SIng Prop U/e buiN Span Flaps UD hp lime Price Noles 

Diamond Dimona (www.diamond-air.af) - UK agent:Diamond Aircraft UK Ltd 
HK36 TC80 Super Dimona 2ss X F 942 16.33 N 27 80 12 132.658 

HK36 TC100 Super Dimona 2ss X F 16.33 N 27 100 12 139.708 

HK36 TC115 Super Dimona 2ss X F 16.33 N 27 115 12 145.348 

Diana (www.dianasailplanes.com/) 
SZD·56 Diana 2 R 15 Y >50 in 2005 

Flugtechnik & Leichtbau - www.leichtwerk.de/eta 
eta (two-seat sell launch) 2 R R 30.9 Y 64 

HPH - www.hph.cz 
Glas/lugel 304C R 15 N 42.5 

Glasflugel 304CZ R 15 Y 44 

Glasllugel 304S R 0 15 Y 45.3 in about 

Glasllugel 304SE R 0 15/18 Y "", M I l,!. · 2006 65.000-70.000 

Lange Flugzeugbau - www. lange-flugzeugbau.com 
Antares (eleclric sell ··launch) R R 18/20 Y 52156 57 

LZ Aeronautical Industries (www./et.cz) 
L131LI3A Blanik 2 R 2654 16.2 N 28 

L13AC BI3nik (acro) R 14 14.1/16.2 N 26/28 

L23 Super Blanik 2 R 307 16.2118.2 N 28132 

L33 S610 F 94 14.1 N 33 

Edward Margaiiski (www.marganski.com.pf) 
MDM-l Fox (acro) 2 F 40 14/16.15 N 34/36 ·2 58.750 (2004) 

Pipistrel ( www.pipistrel.s/) - Only supplies dealers. Nearest to UK: France, Italy & 
Germany 
Sinus 503 2ss X F 15 15 Y 28 53 55 ,108 

Sinus 912 2ss X F 110 15 Y 27 80 68 .033 

Virus 912 2ss X F 60 12.5 Y 24 80 6 68.033 

Taurus 503 (sell launch) 2ss R R 2 15 Y 41 53 14 82.250 

PZL (www.pz/.swidnik.pf) 
PW-5 Smyk F 260 13.4 N 33 

PW-6U (2 seater) 2 F 26 16 N 34 

Scheibe-Flugzeugbau (www.Scheibe-Flugzeugbau.de) - UK contact: Peter Serge-Fink 
SF25C Sauer 2ss FIX F 1500+ 15.3 N 24 80 3-5 106.947 

SF25C Limbach 2ss FIX F 15.3 N 24 80 3·5 109 .394 

SF25C Rolax 2ss FIX F 15.3 N 24 81 3-5 108.695 

SF25C ROlax 2ss FIX F 15.3 N 24 100 3.5 111 ,025 
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GLIDERS IN PRODUCTION 


The Schempp-Hirth Nimbus 4 (:Nww.whiteplanes.com) 

No. Delivery 

Stng Prop VIC built Span Flaps UD hp time Price Notes 

Schempp-Hirth (www.schempp-hirth.com) - UK Agent: Southern Sailplanes 
Discus CS R 800 15 N 43 

Discus 2a/b R 200 15 N 

Discus 2c R 18 N 

Discus 2T (turbo) R R 15 N 21 

Discus 2cT (lurbo) R R 18 N 21 

Duo Discus 2 R 400 20 N 45 

Duo Discus T (Iurbo) R R 20 N 45 30 

Nimbus 4 R 26.4 Y >60 

Nimbus 4T (turbo) R R 26.4 Y >60 26 

Nimbus 4M (sell launch) R R 26.4 Y >60 63 

Nimbus 40 2 R 26.5 Y 60 

Nimbus 4DT (turbo) 2 R R 26.5 Y 60 26 

Nimbus 4DM (sell launch) 2 R R 26.5 Y 60 63 

Ventus 2axlbx R 15 Y 

Ventus 2cx R 15/18 Y 

Ventus 2cxT (Iurbo) R R 15118 Y 21 

Ventus 2cxM (sell launch) R R 15118 Y 52 

Alexander Schleicher (www.alexander-schleicher.de) - UK agent: Zulu Glasstek 
ASK21 2 F 17 N 34 

ASW 22BL R 26.6 Y 62 

ASW 22BLE (self-launch) R R 26.6 Y 62 50 

ASH 25 2 R 26 Y 60 

ASH 25Mi (self-launch) 2 R R 26 Y 60 56C P WEST Ltd 
ASH 26 R 18 Y >50 

ASH 26E (self launch) R R 18 Y >50 50Professional Re airs ASW 27B R 15 Y 48 

ASW28 R 15 N 45&Maintenance 
ASW 28-18 R 15118 N 45148

• ASW 28-18E (Iurbo) R R 15118 N 45148 18 

ASG 29 R 15118 Y 50/52 to fly inSailplanes & Gliders 
ASG 29 (lurbO) R R 15/18 Y 50/52 18 mid 2005 Self-Sustainers, Self-Launchers 


and PFA Permit types. 

Sportine Aviacija (www.lak.lt) - UK agent: Baltic Sailplanes 

• LO.K 17A R 60+ 15118 Y 45150 3-5 50,760/54 ,285 
BGA M3 Authorised Maintenance 

• 

LO.K 17AT (Iurbo) R R 15118 Y 45150 26 3-5 + 14,688 


German Qualified Composite LO.K 19 R 20+ 15/ 18 N 45150 3-5 46 ,648/50,173 


Structures Inspector I Repairer LO.K 19T (lurbO) R R 15/18 N 45150 26 3-5 + 14,688 


LO.K 20 R 23/26 Y 55160 tba Iba 


All Construction T~ 
Stemme (www.stemme.delwww.stemme,co.uk) - UK agent: Mike Jefteryes 

Wood - Metal - Composites 
S2 2ss R 20 Y 47 to fly after 2005

• S6 (self-launch) 2ss X FIR 18 Y 33/39 115 to fly in 2005 

~ontl"Qlled EnvironmentWorkshQP S8 (self-launch) (Iourer) 2ss X FIR 18 Y 32138 115 to fly aNer 2005 

and Refinishing Shop - the Key to S10VT (self-launch) 2ss R R 150+ 23 Y 50 115 4-6 

Quality Composites and Finishes 

• TeST (www.tesUnfoline.cz) - Czech certification only at present 
TST- l 0 Alias (kil) F 15 N 40 10 14 ,042 

TST-l0 Alias F 15 N 40 10 17,731 01432 851886 TST-l 0 Alias M (sell launch) R F 17 15 N 40 36 10 27 ,2 51 


rogerhurley@gliderpilot.net 2 F N 16,541
TST-14 Bonus (kil) 17 40 10 

TS T-14 Bonus 2 F 17 N 40 10 27,251 

TST-14 Bonus M (self launch) 2 R F 17 N 40 c,50 10 37,842 
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SALUTARY SOARING 


Getting into a spin 

Our anonymous contributor eventually came to realise that it was 
his good luck, not his own good judgment, that saved his neck 
when he got a field landing badly wrong early in his flying career 

IT ALL HAPPENED a long time ago but 
the experience is as fresh in my mind 
as if it were yesterday and much of 

my subsequent career in gl iding has been 
conditioned by it. 

Flying in my first contest, it was Day Three 
and I was beginning to enjoy the thrill of 
flying set tasks against my fellow competitors 
and was not as I feared lying last by any 
means. This was the life! 

As we got into the Cotswolds at the first 
turn point and started on the downwind 
second leg, condi tions started to weaken 
but I pressed on, rejecting weak lift until 
reduced to scratching in broken zero lift, 
gradually drifting clown wind until an 
outlanding was now imminent. 

Picking a large grass field, as I went over 
"A ll the Ss and a W" it became obvious that 
trying to land into wind would entail a 
landing downslope so altering the circuit to 
land upslope, pressed on into wind, losing 
still more height until turning on to base leg 
slightly early to conserve my dwindling 
height margin. 

Approaching the final turn and glancing 
into the field I noticed it now appeared to be 
rather shorter than I had esti mated and that 
rather than being too low I was 11 shade high 
so after checking that the airspeed was 
pegged at the Libelle's standard approach 
speed of SOkts, I opened the airbrakes to 
keep the landing as short as possible. 

Lining up with the centre of the field, 
I tried to roll the glider level on to finals, 
but nothing happened. 

This was getting serious. 
I moved the stick to the front stop and 

applied full opposite rudder but all to no 
avail. The aircraft carried on through 270 0 

until the earth intervened. 
The thoughts tumbled through my mind as 

we went round and in no particular order 
went something like: 
"We're going to crash." 
''I'm going to die." 
"It's il long way from anywhere, how long 
before we're found ?" 
"who is going to tell my mother?" 
"What wi II the rest of the syndicate say?" 
"How will my girlfriend take it?" 

Strangely enough, the thought that it might 
be painful did not occur to me. 

In fact I was able to get out and walk for 
help to the nearest village, which was about 
1.5 mil es away. 

I remember distinctly that as the ground 
rushed up, I pulled the stick to the back stop 
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but to no effect and the gl ider struck the 
ground nose down with a dull crunch. 

After I climbed out of the cockpit, a look 
around the glider found apparently minor 
damage: a small hole below the nose the 
size of a fist. The aircraft might be flyable 
tomorrow, I thought. That was unti I the crew 
arrived and we found the derigging was 
difficult as the l11ain rigging pin was bent. 
That night on undress ing there were bruising 
to the lower torso and ilcross the shoulders 
where the harness had restrained me. 

A five hundred hour pilot at the time and 
an instructor, I was convinced that Illy 
superior skills had saved me from a worse 
fate. Time ,md gradual realisation and 
analysis over nearly a ten year period 
eventuall y convinced me that that elusive 
and unprt'dictable quality called luck was 
in fact what had let me survive. 

There were many factors involved in this 
incident. Some due to ignorance, some to a 

'Further stall/spin exercises 
demonstrate that there is no 
fixed stalling speed and that 

misuse of any control at or near 
any stall speed or attitude will 

spin the glider' 

somewhat press-on attitude, some to taking 
for gospel what others who I considered 
more experienced had proclaimed, without 
being critical. 

Over the next 10 yea rs or so, as I acquired 
my own experience and dare I say, a 
modicum of wisdom, I was able to live 
through the incident over and over again, 
analysing each stage and learning facts 
which would stand me in good stead for the 
rest of my flying career. 

Let's look at some of the factors. 
Firstly, in those f,H-off days, there was little 

formal training for field landings apart from 
briefing on field selection, and an occasional 
short field landing check in some corner of 
the home airfield. 

Today, a pilot's first view of a potentiill 
field landing will be from the cockpit of a 
motorglider and he will have th e benefit of 
doing severa I such approaches before doing 
it for real on his first cross-country. 

Secondly, when approaching into an 
uphill field there will be an impression of 
bring too high and therefore in danger of 
overshooting especially if close in on finals 
as I was. Further, there would be a tendency 

to try and slow the glider down since the 
impression of speed over the ground will be 
heightened and this will also appear l110re so 
closer to the ground. I'm sure that I did try to 
reduce speed on the base leg. I ca n't recall 
ever being warned of this phenomenon. 

These days again we will warn pilots to 
increase speed if landing uphill in order 
to achieve a better flare. 

Next the airbrakes. 
We are all aware that their primary 

function is to produce drag and so steepen 
the approach angle, but we forget as I did c · 

that th e secondary effect is speed limitation. 
In most people's minds this is coupled with 
the safety aspect of cloud flying. However, 
deployment of airbrake at any time will 
reduce or even prevent acceleration as 
I found to my cost when I moved the stick 
to the front stop. 

Another little-known fact is that airbrake 
deployment increases the stall speed by 
about 3-Skts. 

Combine this increase with that which is 
produced by loading th e wing in the turn 
and, hey presto! we have a stall speed of 
perhaps as much as 7- Wkts above the 
straight-and-Ievel stall speed enshrined in 
most pilots' minds. 

When I was originally briefed for the 
Libelle, I was told that it was a "one-speed 
gl ider" and that speed was SOkts! I now 
know, of course, that this was wrong and 
that speeds will always vary according to 
conditions and circumstances. These days 
I insist that frequent monitoring of airspeed 
is imperative in the landing stages and that 
a knot or two over the s~lected approach 
speed is no bad thing. 

When I was trained all those ymrs ago, 
the talk was of "incipient spins" and 
"picking the wing up with the rudder" 
- terms we never hear today. 

Certainly, for me that day, full opposite 
rudder did nothing to help, even when the 
stick was moved fully forward. 

We have a better understanding today 
and training is more structur d. For instance, 
the further stall/spin exercises are aimed at 
demonstrating that th ere is no fixed stalling 
speed and that misuse of ANY control at . 
or near ANY stall speed or attitude will spin 
the glider. 

The damage was more serious than what 
was apparent and a trip to Ralph Jones cost 
our insurers £800 and two weeks' work 
(well, I did say it was a very long time ago!). 

In the event, mv mother never did have 
to hear about my 'mishap, my girlfriend 
muttered something about lucky b*gger, 
and the syndicate took a surprisingly 
laid-back view - probably on the basis \. . 
of: "who's next?". ~ 
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MORE photos from some of S&Gs talented readers. If you're uSing a digital camera, 

you might be Interested to learn that all but one 01 these images were originated 

digitally and we 're planning an article soon to let everyone know what specifications 

we need lor print-quality photos: watch this space I Meanwhile, clockwise from above: 

In October 2004. Richard Harris of Northumbria GC snapped the last-but-one glider 

retrieved. "After weeks 01 miserable weather," he says, "and yet another morning with 

our noses pressed to the clubroom window to see If the clouds would clear, we were 

eventually blessed with a decent afternoon and spectacular sunset l " 

A recent flight in Talgarths K-13 to II ,500ft in southerly wave (Robbie Robertson) 

Spring rainbow in Scotland (Alistair MacGregor) 

Ric Prestwich in ASW 20BL 178, Sfeap (Matt Woodiwiss, thanks to Alistair Gillson) 

Shenington's launchpoint from a diflerent- and arty - perspactive (Mary Meagher) 

A December 2003 view from LS7 FVO out 01 Omarama, New Zealand (Paul Harvey) 

Daniel Gilib.erts DG-300 at Barre des Ecrins in the French Alps (John McCullagh) 

Five gliders exploited blue northerly wave at Camphill in November (David Salmon) 

Ridge lun at Nympsfield last summer: Leigh Wells in LS8 LS (Steve Cook) 
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U 
news 


Andreas (Isle of Man) 
IN Augusl \Ve h"d our usual displilY ill Ihe Iv1anx Festiva l 
Of Av ialion, which gener~ led much inlerest in gl iding 
Jna wht'fe we also were privi leged to meet the Rut.Jn 

iJrolhers (Spaceship One, elci. The club had good 
publi city on Manx Radi o durinR October when ours 
WClS the featureo sp() rts club of th0 week on an ('veiling 

programme of mu~ic <lnd inlc.:rv ie\vs. Various members 
aHended on Ihree evenings for Iwo hours eJch. The 

presenler IVdS fnlhusi"Sl ic and helrfu l, having done 

some gliding in Ihc' ATC, dnd promised 10 comc' ilnd ill' 
wilh us and record his experiences ior broadcasl. 

Congratul"tions .:m> due to George fl ridson who so loed 
rcc~nlly during J cou rse al Aston Down. Mark Lees 
went on a trip to AuslriJ wilh Ih!' Douglas Town Band 
,lilt! man.1ged tn sneak away for some Illo unta in flying. 

Normally Ihe most unadvenlurous of p i lois, I went Jnd 
did J mini acrobatics course .11 Norio lk GC wh ile on 
holiday in Ihe UK Jnd came b:1('k grinning from eJr 10 

ea r Jnd vow ing 10 go back fo r more' \Nel l done dlso to 
our roving Manx ie Robin Davenporl, \Vho keeps J K-6 

at Aston Down and made the long drive to Pnrlllloak 
worlh i l by return ing wilh Silver height and durJl ion. 
Brian Goodspeed 

Aquila (Hinton in the Hedges) 
DES I' ITE Ihe far from ideJI SLi mmer, Aqui l~ members 
have be't'n making the besl of it, compel ing in Ihl' 

Standard cI~5S at Aston Down, i{egionals, Open ClelSS al 
Tibenham and Gransden i{egionals The highlight of the 

yc'", was Ihe Inlcr-Club LeaJ.\ul' Final at Gransdcn 
Lodge, where Ihe I\quil a contingent acyuillcd Ihem­
selves lVel l from jo in l fi"t on d,lY Olll' 10 fini sh sixlh 

"fter a very c lose fought coni est. O n th e domestic fronl , 
,1 clulch of new fa ces has joined Ihe club and firs t so los 
haw flown: John Turner, Louis W,ll ker ,md Ryan Powell. 

Congralu lalions also 10 Chris Herr)" haVi ng r".lched Ihe 
he<lrly posi tion of Ih8 c lub's CFI. Much 10 Ihe tug pilots' 
delight, Ihe club's I'.lwnce is back from ils m,ljor refit. 

Ian Hammonds has rel ired from 1 I) ye,HS .. lmc,,1 contin­
uous sl'rvicl""l on the commitlcp. the past three as our 

excel lent Chairrmn - Ihanks, Ian! luhn Batch joins as 
ou r IrC'Jsurer, h.:tving taken ovcr from Clivt.· Stainer, w ho 

,1 1l1y ca rr ied out thai role for Ilw pasl IWO yea rs. 
Karrol Smulovic 

Bannerdown (RAF Keevil) 
OUR lailhful K-21 has lefl us after 3D,ODO-plus I.lunelws 

and 5,800hrs, i"rewdl, ,lndlVelcnme 10 R 12, a spanking 
new rep lacenwl1t. The imminent rep lacemen t is a ROtc1x 

SF 2oc' which w ill give us baLk Ihe a<'rolow ability we 
hewe missed for two ye() rs. An indifferent soaring yea r 
c losed w ith disappointmenl for Ihose who made Ihe 

lon!\ journey north to Aboyne. Locally norlher ly winds 
have broughl aulumncl l lun on the ,"Veslbury ridge. Our 

A(;M is on Frid"y, February 4 in Steeple Ashton. 
Derek Findlay 

Please send news to editor@sailplaneandgliding.co.uk 
or Helen Evans, 7 Ollney Road, Minchinhampton, 
Stroud GL6 9BX to arrive by February 8 for the April­
May issue (for later deadlines see wwwgliding.co.uk) 
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Bath, Wilts & North Dorset (The Park) 
DESI' ITE the weather we have slill been very aClive al 
w eekends. We h,ve hJd ,1 good influx of universily 

sludents to joi n the Ihree keen so lo universily pilots we 
already have, thanks 10 th e efforts of Tom Bell and Vi c 
Turner. We conWil tul clte John \Nilson ,md AIJn liJiley 

on goinl\ solo earlier Ihis yea r. In anticipation 01 J good 
soaring nexi year Ihey have alreJdy hought Iheir K-6r, 

as llil> 1\-1idwl Sh lotter, \Vho is currenll y work ing on his 
Irailer. The members ofier il big th ank you to D iane 

Wr ighl for Ihe sterling \Vork she has done ior severa l 
years in producing Glide Angle, the club's impressive 

monthly magazi ne. The m('mbers also Ih'Hlk Joy Lynch 
for her dforts over Ihe last ten years in keeping S&C 
updJled wilh club news. Members .lee alrpady planning 

a trip 10 Sutton Bank next ye,lr and looking forward to 

our dC'I"yed annual Irophy prcsenlalion in February. 
Jan Smith 

Bidford (Bidford) 
IT IS Ihat lime of yew when ior us glider pi lois Ihe 

memory of l.:lst years thermals seem a long time ago, yet 
there are sl i ll sonw monlhs to wail before the Jrriva l oi 
the first of Ihe spring Iherma ls' l-Io\VevE'r, the brilve are 
slill endeavouri ng to f ly ,11 weekends and thE' occ~sil)nal 

Wednesday, enduring Ihe co ld - and Ihe bog Ihil l the 

fi eld turns al this tinw of year: although all dre welcome 
jusl 10 come for a cha l in Ihe clubhouse. We had it 

good leam of vo l un leers who work d tirel essly 10 
rebuild our barbecue shelter when the autumn ga les 
blew it down. It now looks very smJri. The S lt~ for our 

new ;)irer"ft sheltprs has been clea red in prCpJralion for 
the ir f;'rection in the not-luu-d istJllt future. Our (('Inc), 

elress Christmas party took place Ihe weekend before 
and a good ti me was h,1(1 by all. 

James Ward 

Black Mountains (Talgarth) 
,"VE have seen J sleady ilow of visilors from olher clubs 
this Julumn playing on our ridg(!s and sampling the 
W,lVt', ....vhich hJS mean t tha t w(' Jre ahead of last year 

and plan in terms of launches and hours in Ihe ai r. The 

Jverage flighl time per launch is 5till hovering around 
Ihe gO-minule mark. rollowing ~ n enquiry into a near 
mi ss between two TJlg.lrlh gliders and a low-fl ying 

Ja guar last summer, I;ve requested J meet ing w ith the 

RAF and had d very productiw sess ion al Ihe club 
exploring ways of avoiding J repet ition. It was reassur­
ing that the points we raised with Ihe i{AF Jet' being 

considereu dnd an agreemen t h~lS been reJ rhpd for us 
to use a freephone nLlmbt' r to <llert the. ~AF when we 

w ill be fl y ing in a croc lJin Mea during w eekdays. 
P")P(N~rI Jirspace changes in the Bristol/Card iff .lrea 
were presell tL'd at d meet ing in Bristol Jnd we () rc 

aSS<5s ing Ihe irnpacl lh<l t these mJY have on operations 
al Talgilrlh. Fir>t impress ions arc Ihdl we ma)' aCluJlly 

be better nif w ilh high"r airway bases and good wave 
windows. Hopeiully mittters wi ll be firmed up in th e 
New Ye'ar. VVe organised ,1 "work- in w0(,keno" ,11Ih" 

club un Oecembcr 4-5 ond had J terriiic lurnout of 
members. II S.:lW innunlprab le jobs comp letcri, including 

I h ~ l imber c l.1dding oi Ihe front of Ihe clubhouse. 
Maureen Hasleriicld performed her milstcrch ef roul ine 

in Ihe club kilchen, w hich was reilll)' apprec iJt('d by 
<111 th e workers. In the eveni ng, \,ve had a sl ide show a t' 

JS year>' iun in gliding. A brand new "rockel speed" 
compuler has been instJ ll cd in the clubroom, whi ch 

should help process ,1 11 Ihose logger downlOJds Jnd 
comparing each olher's wave climbs . Thanks 10 A lan 
Cridge for his sterling work in this fi eld. 

Robbie Robertson 

Booker (Wycombe Air Park) 
ALTHOUGH it's win ter, inslruct ion (and parlicularly 
instructor train ing) carr il's on. We congrJtu l,lte Symeon 

Economou and ,"'ike Richardson on becoming Fu ll Cals 
and Jul ian Saakwa-man le on gJi ning his BI raling. 

Congral5 a lso to 8t'n .I,m son and Andrew M cKL'e on 
their so los. The winter w inching '-iveeke.nd at Bicestpr 

was a grea l success: our th ,1 nk, 10 M ike Philpott lor 

organising and running this. Pl,Jnning (or next year'~ 
event.s ca rr ies on in c'Jrnesl: Ihe firsl of Ihese being our 

now annual d inner dancE' on February 5. Last year's was 
ZI huge success and we intend to repe,l t the exercise. 

After thJt com es Ihe March exped il ion 10 Shobdon, and 

s~ver(l l lJsk weeks and cross-cou ntry soaring cuurses, 
Jnd of course our " Iow-c,",sl " Booker KeginnJ ls .11 Ihe 
end nf lune (seven conlest days laSI year). On the 

equipmenl fronl we Jrt' looking for ,mol her K-11 10 
h',,!, our two-sealer numbers up to ighl in 101al, and 

looking lorIVarcito Ihe refurbished K- 18 joining Ihe 

ileet. w" should also have up to six lugs av.lilable n(,xt 
season and Ri chard Hillman is rejoining us as our ii rsl 
coni irmcd fuli -l ime tuggi e for 200:;. 

Roger Neal 

Borders (Milfield) 
LATELY the weather, (In most weekends and during the 

lasl of Ihe club wave weeks, has given loca l and visi ling 
pi lots dpcent wave soaring. Two nOI,:1"le flights were On 

OClOber 2B, when Booker pilot Mike Co llell gd in('d 

Gold heighl and our OlVn Ernie Mill s rt!-soloed and also 
made Sil ver height. Gordon l.owrie has achieved 
Bronze. The new lug, Pawnee 215 G-CTUG, Jrr ived on 

November 1 and has been earning its keep wilh rJpiei 
lows 10 Iw ight. Our K-21 has [wen hard ",,,xed by 

Norlh Yorkshire Sa il pla nes and Ihe A lli ance is al so being 

done al th e ti me 01 wri l ing. Congratu lations to Keith 
Latty, who has been "Ieva lec! 10 fu l l-category instruclor. 
A Rem mbrance service \Vol heJd .11 Ihe RAF 1ilfield 

Memorial on 'ovember 11 . The new airway PI8 (b.1sC 
FL 155), w hi h ",ill run up th e orlhumberland coast 
from Newcast l " wi ll be in place irom February 2005. 

II has a kink, agreed by NATS, to move it c lear of our 

general operating area. The ared willth" o he hounded 
b Ihis airway in Ih east and Ihe Scotl ish TMA in the 
west. l'\Iewcasl le is in the soulh. II has b en propos d 

by Eurocontrol th" l the area ou ts ide conlrolled airspac(~ 

be given a cap of F1195 Irom latc in 2005. We have 

asked for a dispensation, which wil l allow us IQ fly 
above this level w ithi n a designated area, th us all owing 
Milfield gliders 10 penel rate upper ili rspJce 10 enable 
Diamond height 10 be flo\Vn in our exce llent waV('. 

Leonard Dent 

Bowland Forest (Chipping) 
OU R CFI, Geoff CUllerI', hJS handed o\ler Ihe rpi ns 10 
Pele Desmond. Wc woulcllike 10 extend gr<lIefu l Ihanks 

10 Geoif ior Jilihe hard work he has pUI in ov('r Ihe last 
fiv(' years, ,-lIlrl w wish Petp eve,y SU(Ce5~ as our new 

leader. Pete hJS appoi nted IJn Ashton as DCF1, and we 
wish him well in his new rol e. Thc~ cluh hJS nol flo\Vn 
much since Ihe last d ub news. The rain sepms to know 

Ihe irequ E'ncy required 10 keep Ihe fie ld lopped up 10 
deep boggi ness. Some members have been travelling 10 

Dishiorlh 10 fl y at Cleve lands GC - mJny th,ln k, 10 
them for their hospilality. Sociall y \vc have enjoyed a 

rainy Bonfire Nighl, with enlert"inmC'nl b)' ,1 lucal Folk 
Trio, Troulyle AI t'Mili. Our ChriStmas party was well 

allended, ,wei ver), much en joyed by all. 
Eileen Littler 

Bristol & Gloucestershire (Nympsfield) 
THE club cf' lphr,lIl's Ih t, ,(Jth anniversary of buying Ihe 

t-;ympsfield site thi s year and a reunion is p lanned. 
Nl'W nll'.Ull win gs were lilted to the Scout and \\le 

bought a Grob Aero t\Vo-sealer to replace J K- I3, 
\Vhich is for sa le al £10,000 + V/\T. Talgarlh eFt Don 
Pullock is running our l1liu-week flying unlil Ea ste r. 

Th en d second instrutior is 10 be employed 10 help 
Gavi n Wrigle)', mainly "'ith Irial lessons. Barr), Willker 

was elect d cha irm:lI1 at Ihe AGM and Richard Grey 
senel;]ry but we still ca n'l find a Ireasurer. COnlmillce 
members drc J i III Wilson, John rrench, And)' Davis, 

Chris Lem in, N igel Smith and Davc' Hlanel . U'mmy 
Tanner wil l dire,1 the Sland,lrd Nalionals from August 

20-18. \!\Iell done to Jeremy Mitcheson on going solo. 
Bernard Smyth 

Sailplane & Gliding 
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Sean Smith, seen with instructor James Dean, soloed 
at Ang/ia GC's site at Wattisham in 2004 

Buckminster (Saltby) 
LAST yea r ~w a ,te,ldy inncJs(' in our mem l.>er,hi p, 

whi ch ha5 in Ilfrn broughl wi lh il " "lp iel ri se in 

compet itive spirit amungst the cross-country lra tern ity. 

Having J full Cdl instluctor aVdil ab le 5ev!'!n dJy> a week 
in Ihe ,hape of ellher Les M err itt (CFI), Danny 

Go ldsworl hy (slam or 'orman Revel l (vo lun teer) has 
certainly pa id off enabling th e club to develop its N PPL 

Iraining facilities and provi de w eekday nying. The Big 

Band night in September w as ~ n other outst:tn<.lin g 

,uccess and plaes 'He already bei ng made for next 

yea r's evenl, al50 in 5eplemb r. The cl uh held an 

expe:tJ ili on 10 Porlmoa k duri ng wh ich Georg " Ri zk 

ga inC!:1 his Sil ver h 'i ght and l iv!) hours ,lI1d () til cr 

memhers enjoyed th(" ir first E'xperiences of ridge and 

wave. NOI to mention Ihe local d i , l il leries! Iher recenl 

adlievem E!nl) hav~ been Mark Erl and gett ing Gold 

he ighl 10 complelc his Cold, Keilh O rme going solo, 

l,lIl1i E' Wh e.el an and Richard Milche l cornr>10ting Ihei r 

I'.'PPLs ,lnci I'~ dcly Yeoman solo ing in Ihe mOlorgli der. In 

i'.ovenlber Ihe club held an awa)'cby ior Ihe committee 

",nd other menlbcrs t LOn51dc r long-term plan , for cI ub 

devel opment. Pl anning permissio n has heen gr~n t ('rl for 

our new hangar for nlcmbC'rs' gliders. 
Martin Hands 

Burn (Burn) 
W F are maki ng Ihe mosl of Ihe dark evenings by u_ ing 

Ihe servi ces o f an pXdminer from <1 locol power lub in 

running RiT courSeS. Alread)' a si gni ficanl numbe,r of 

our rn" mi.Jers have gJined Ih l! Ii enc" ,md more courses 

are pLlnnedlhroughoul Ihe w inler. vVe have becume 

more aware o llhe need for " Rff Ii e.nce beca use of th., 

dev '''pmenl'> ,I Rob in Hood Airporl (~ ka Donc;,ster­
Sheffield aka Finningl -'y ). An ATZ will 1)(' in opera lion 

rrom Ja nuary and nO dOLlbt Cla55 0 airspace will soon 

fo lio\\" O ur exp"d ition~ 10 Ahoyn e "nd Milfield r ' Lliled 

in som e' enjoYJble IV<lVe flying wilh Alosloir M,lckenzic 

compl c ling hi s Cc,ld Iladg In the meanti me back at 

Burn Kei lh Spring,ll" ,lChi(~vl'd his fi rst 5010 _W I! had ,1 

; uccess ful Bonfire N ight parly w ilh good food and a 

brillia ni displ,l Y oi fireworks. The bonfire ilself was a b il 

of a p rohl em g iv~n Ih,'l il decided 10 seif-combusl Ihe 

nigh I bdore, uul as a r<1sull uf sier iing work by Ian 

Cu pll ""ld I,ln Siuddard J npIV On" IVas ereeled just in 

lim , Many Iha nks 10 " II Concenw d. 

George Goodenough 

Cairngorm (Feshiebridge) 
THE cycl e o f c lub liff! has ag<1i n lurned full circle and 

we fi nd ours Ivps back iq C of i\ "'asnn , W e f' xl<' nci 

sincere Ihanks 1< ) our ,mall bJnci of in'peclors for 

ke«p ing our fleel in lip-lOp o rder. Badge claims Ihis 

monlh include 5arrned Mirza: Si lver duralion, Silver 

distanc~1 Gold disuncp, DizlInono gU ..11. Busy boy, 

our Sa rmcd Date for '''',lyfeSI will be i\p rrl 3D-Ma)' IS .
' 


LaSI year we flew Oq JII 16 d;)ys and the soaring w as 


sup,"rb, as many badge I ~ i m s h ar leSlament. All book ­

ings m ust be made 10 Chris@cap(Yca illic.flyer.ro .uk or 

01 540673231 . E, rly bouking is h igh ly ro:c" mmencied, 

Check out details on W\vv'/.EJliding. org 
Chris Fiorentini 

February - March 2005 

Cambridge (Gransden Lodge) 
LOTS oj things have been h~lppt\ning since our last 

appl'~1fLlnCC in S8-(;. V\/0. have catering on w eekends 

,lnei Ihis will be extended in Ihe summer. We have 

finally found a way to prevenl rutling of Ihe airfi ' Id by 

cable relrieve vehicles - balloon lyres - many Ih'lIlks III 

Ancirew lude for Ihis. Ilill flullimore gave an excellenl 

lalk on flying in C:erdanya wilh eill elnd Bri,ln 

Spreck ley, In id ct so good WJ.S it thJt 20 of us arc going 

down in Iv1.1rch ,lnd t'lking one of our two-seaters, and 

.lhout six privJte gl iders. Until then J series of lectures 

orr"ngeri by Co lin Smilhers will keep us enlerlained 

over Ihe winler. We recenl ly held an EGM 10 pass ,1 

motion en,lbling us 10 Jvoid (nnt evade, Gordon) 
business rates. Not enough room here for all the gory 

det,lils hut it W(lS voted through un;tnimously. The re \VJ~ 
~llso extensive discussion on ~1 nevv dub strJtcgy, \vhich 
is 10 be pUI to membcrs al o ur next AGM. W e have one 

o f our Discuses (I-IQM) coming baCK irom Pol and soon, 

"fter ils rdinlsh and a small ding being r pa ired. By 

then ou r Paw nee should be back from liS se rv ice. Our 

new K- 21 i ~ doing grett t bu sin esS" dnd it.'s wonderful tu 

see so mdny tri al flights enjoying th e eX1Jerien c:e. 
W e have also recenlly slarled ,J Yil hoo Group for cl ub 

memiJ" rs "nd so far in December we have gen ~ raled 
more tra ffic th;m Lasham's - pily Ihe FAI don'l aW;'I rd 

badges for it. Ev~ry c lub should have on~. ri nJI'Y, afler 

two yen" of terli ng service, G,win De,lne stt'ps down 

i(Om Cluh tews - I1lJny thanks, Cavin. 

Paul Harvey 

Chilterns Centre (RAF Halton) 
CONC RATUl./\TIONS 10 bOlh Neil Be,llti c (I'll I<lling) 

and Colin M Innes ICAA Molor G lid r Inst ruclor 

Ratin g} on their respective achiovements. vVe are all 

looking forward 10 the club's Burns N ighl spectJcular 

- Ihe highlight of the SOCial c"leneiar - prior 10 Ihe 

spring cross-country season. Vile are looking forward to 

our first sea son as Ihl' new Chil tern CentrE' . Hopefully, 

alter a $lo\ov v·,rinler, the summer w il l he booming. 

Andy Hyslop 

Clevelands (RAF Dishforth) 
ONCE <'lgJ in, our students from Leeds Un iversi ty are 

it'JCllng Ihe way wil h achlt'vem -nts. Kasi m SJder W<'llt 

solo in Ihe; K-21, la mes H oyes resoloeri in Ihe K- I.l, 

,lnei 'French' Bob Cri ck converted 10 Ihe K-18, quickly 

follo\'\'ed by th(} K-6CR . Ac.hi tl v0m enh hy non-univers ity 

sludenls: Steve Eccles ,lchil'ved first solo, Ted Machin 

converted 10 Ihe K-1S, dnd Ilen Ilorrington has his 

NPPL. P"ul tvtason ("Ila lrlri ck") h", solned in IhE' 

Chipmunk and is look ing forward to b('u')ming our 

I,Hgest tug pilot. Members dnd vi sitors enjuyed autumn 

W~lVt'" - nothing stunning, but gentl(' climbs to 10r OnOi! 
wh elled the appel ile for the Chrislmas \-V,we e'illp. 
Polly Whitehead 

Cranwell (RAF Cranwell) 
HAPPY New Year 10 one and all and cclllgr,llul,llions 10 

Rosie Morris who, \vatchcd hy Mum ;md D<ld (also " 

club member), solocd Ihree' delYS afler her 161h birlhday: 

big smilE'S "II rounri, parl icu'",'), Kev Morley ,lnd many 
olher inslruclors no doubl, who have cill'cked and 

briefedlheir IraineE's jusl bdore Iheir firsl solo. 

(I'm sure Ihalwe' can all remernber our firsl solo!). 

Again it's that husy timp of year when all the airnait 

arc' being prppared for C of A, tra il ers being feltlc'd, 

vehicles m,lintained and various annual gPflPral and 
fil'leI landing checks made in rC'~ldinl'S$ for the n~'w 
soaring season Jnd Jwaiting that fi rst thermal with th e 

cry from the duty instructor IJL ,lUllCh the fleet". )\/1any 

Ihanks 10 ailihose slalwMls ,llihe gliding club, wbo 

have put in many additional hours oj w ork Ihroughout 

the yC' iH, in order to maximise our enjoyment of flying. 

leb lamo 

Dartmoor Gliding Society (Brentor) 
A " ELATIVELY quiet p,'rioci due 10 Ihe poor aulumn 

wealher, allhough C lOd Ncvinsky ;lnd Stev - Ci;lIk did 

Ryan Powell, left, with his instructor Jeff Luck. is the 
latest soloist at Aquila GC at Hinton-in-the-Hedges 

nlan,1ge over eHl hour apiece in ea5terly \-\lJve <I t the 

~tdrt of Novcmbi'r. Our Chri~tmds Dance dnd Award':> 

Ceremony W(l$ very successful, \·\lith over 40 attendees. 

We' haw' Ihe Zugvogel hack Iln line th anks in pari 10 Ihl?" 

genprosity of Oll f' of our members, BriJn SeedhousC' 

Iwho has nllw OJ lllplctcci ()vpr 100 solo flights wilh usJ 

and, on December 8, lohn I3laskell, ,lnolher ';migrc, 

rt'soloed \'\l ith us h.wing first gone sulo in Aden in 1g64. 

"Ve are also deeply indebled to C erJ Nevinsky for 

sourcing Jnd manoeu vri ng in to pl;J('::c. courtesy o f his 

mohil(' cra ne driving ski lls, an ISO con tainer to bec ome 

a workshOp hehind Ihe h,l nga r, Ihus free ing up v;)luabl .) 

'pace wilhin the hangar. 

Martin Cropper 

Deeside (A boyne) 
\IVE hJVC rcvi c::'w{:'d our operations ano, from January 

2005, have decicled to Conc 'nl ra te club Ily ing ill IhE! 

wl'E.lkends. The dnnua l pilgrimage of our autumn visitors 

will nol be ,lffecled and ne il llE'r wililhe UK ivlountain 

Soaring Championships. We " Iso hope to ho ld speci,li 

flying wpeks in th<:.' spring and summer ~lnd may L)(~. '-1L)lt ' 
to dccornmodat l=' visitors at other ti mes hy arrangement. 

Plcase check oLir w ebsilE' or ( ,111 for rn ore del;lils. Th e 

.:.mllua l J\'vards were presented at our recent Chri~tm(ls 

p,lIIY,15 fo l lows: Club Person uf Ihe Year, Sieve 

Thompson; Club Ladder, Fran Knowles; Heighl Cain, 

Richard Arklt'; Besl C liriing PholO, BrLl c« Duncan; MoSI 

M erilioLis Flighl, Om'" Smilh. OJ particula r note was th e 

(TI'5 ,1warrJ to Tom H"nsforri: Tom is 16 yC'ars old and, 

hoving slarted in 200 1, h,15 laJ<cn gliding by ,Iorm, 

needing o nly his SOkm ior his Sil ver [l ,lCJge. Olher fl y ing 

.JCh ievpments include Liz Eddie converting to the Junior 

and Bob Ilunlhorne reaching Cold height. Our second 

Puchacz h,lS just returned in pristine condition from 

Poland with a l i fe extension. 

Mary-Rose Smith 

Denbigh (Denbigh) 
DESPITE the vagari es of the \,vintt~r w p-a th cr, w, have 

conlinued 10 operal" Ih,l nks to Ihe low-oui sl rip across 

the fi f:-' Id. The ridge ,:lnci W(lVe.-' (InsureS' that we do not 
spend our lime circuil b,lsh ing, hUI dre able 10 go off 

soaring, and enioying the \"'.'Inter vi ews across th e "V('lsh 

countryside to Sllo\vdunia. VIle congrJtulate Malcolm 

Austin on his Cross- Country Endorsement, achieved 

during 2004. \!\le ha\!e taken delivery oi a Silene on 

Imn from Ringme'r. This glass s;)ilplane wi l l fac ililMe 

cross-country trdining, dnd Ipt members (-'xperience 

flying gl,lSS. Of cou rse Ringmer pilols ,lfe w elcome to 

fly wilh us, at Ihe discrelion of Iheir CFI. Many oj us 

have given up d week end to clcJn out the hangar and 

wo rbhops - it is amazing to see \-vhat accurnul<ltcs 

Ihrough Ihe year l TIlt' club fleel conlinu«s to Improve, 

with reslor;ltion work on Ihe K-8 and K-7M conlinuing 

apace. By Ih" lime you read Ihis, Ibey will bOlh be b;lCk 

in the air. lust before Chr istmJs w e enjoyccd a spl end id 
homemade Ihree-coursl' ehrislm,ls meal in Ihe club­

house - " wunderflll W(lY to sppnd a dark wintpr >­
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Club focus 

Above: the airfield. Below right: Puchacz about to launch 

At a glance 
Full membership cost: £295 pa (Juniors, £145) 


Launch type and cost : Aerotow to 2,000ft, £21.00 


Club fleet: SZD Puchacz (x2), K-8 (x2), DG-200, 

Super Elimona, Supercub, Pawnee 


Private gliders: 40 


Instructors: 15 


Types 01 lift: Thermal and occasional wave 


Operates: Seven days a week April to October; 

other times at weekend only 


Contact : Office: 01789 772606 

office@bidfordgliding.co.uk 

wwwbidfordgliding.co.uk 

Radio Irequency: 129.975, calls to Bidford Traffic 


Location: 522 08.428 N 001 · 50.853 W 


THE site now home to Bidford Gliding Centre was 
lirst used as an airfield in 1963. Then in 1965 it 
became home to the Worcestershire GC up until 
1976, alongside some parachuting during the mid 
1970s. Since then it has been privately owned and 
under the current ownership for the past six years. 
'II was called the Avon Soaring Centre from 1984 to 
1995, when it took on the name it is known by today. 

Set in the Vale 01 Evesham, just two miles from 
Bldford on Avon itself, our strip is 800m long and is 
oriented 24/06. Our location is ideal to make best 
use of the soaring conditions on any given day, due 
to the freedom from controlled airspace that we 
enjoy. On good days, thermals get going early 
thanks to flat well-drained ground in the Vale and 
our low elevation of only 135ft. This also facilitates 
long final glides at the end of the day from that last 
"get you home" thermal. We have a power operation 
as well, with about 20 home-based aircraft, and we 
welcome power visitors; however, PPR via 
telephone is vital before departure. We also have 
our own CAA M3 maintenance facility, which caters 
for gliders and powered aircraft. 

We operate seven days from April to October with 
a full-lime instructor and tug pilot Monday to Friday. 
At weekends we have our own volunteer instructors 
and tug pilots. We are an aerotow-only club, but with 
two tugs and no winch operations to consider, a 
launch is always readily available. We train using 
our two Puchacz gliders, but have a long standing 
tradition of cross-country flying and with a number 
of privately owned two-seaters (two Nimbus and two 
Duo Discus), there is more often than not an 
opportunity for less experienced members to be 
taken round a task. 

We are lucky in having our own resident Italian 
chef, who serves delicious Italian cuisine alongside 
more basic dishes to keep our hungry pilots fed. 
Our social side is very active with barbecues in 
the summer and more formal events, such as our 
annual dinner dance in late October. 

We welcome visitors bringing their own gliders to 
sample our location in the summer and make use 01 
our lacilities, with on-site showers, electric hook-up 
for caravans, and 01 course not lorgetting our well ­
stocked bar! James Ward 

Club news 

>- evening, thanks to Ian! We continue to enjoy 

vi sitors, and they continue to enjoy fly ing w ith us. Why 
not consider an expedition to North Wales - you might 
be pleasantly surprised at the conditions we enjo)'. 
Contact the office on 01 745 1313774. 
Paullewell 

Derby & lanes (Camphill) 
A I:lEST-FORCOTTEN sl'Cond hali of the summer In 
waS followed by a prctty wet and dismal autumn 
- even the bonii rc had to be postponed because of iog. 
However, November later produced quite a number of 
W<lVe days and flights, ono day with wall-to-wall 
sunshine that qu.ite a number of pilots managed to 
exploit. The latest ddditions to our private fl eet are a 
K·oCR bought by Steve !lenn, Tony Senior and John 
Emms, and Ross Whittl es's rather nice ASW 19. We: 
look forward to seeing them both in the air. We have 
three prospective Bis under trai ning to give a boost to 
our reducing and ageing instructor ranks. 
Dave Salmon 

Devon & Somerset (North Hill) 
THE club has rece:ntly purchased a third Junior to add 
to the fleet and de:ferred the decision to sell the K-1 3. 
Consequently the club iieet currently comprises a K-13, 
two K-21 s, a DC-50S, three Juniors and a K-6. At the 
ACM in December former chairman Dave Minson was 
elected as Vice President. Pri zewinners incl uded Pete 
Startup (Club Ladder), Ron Johns and Malco lm Chant 
(for their 600km flight from North Hill ). Ri chard Brown 
(best progress) and the "coveted" (depending on your 
taste in ornamental w ildfow l) Wil y O ld Bird went to 
Hal Newbury for his incredible skill in handling 
instructors! The committee is in the process of preparing 
a five and 1 O-yeM plan which it intends to present to 
the membership in the near iuture. It was suggested Ihat 
memhers might like to open the cluh more than the 
customary weekend, Wednesdays and Thursdays when 
conditions look suitable. 
Phil Morrison 

Dorset (Eyres Field) 
WE have had <1 good year, w ith launches, hours, trial 
flights, and cross-countries fl own being the best ior 
some time. W .. had to tak.. our tug (Jut of serv ice in 
September, due to a crack in the: engine sub-frame. This 
has now been re:paired (thanks to sterl ing work b 
Barry, Bill , Pete, Chip, etc). This w ill allow us to resume 
our tradition of high w in ter aerotq.vs to beat the Winter 
Blues. One benefit has been much greater use oi our 
w inch, which in turn has giv n our ab initios a good 
turnaround of che:ap launches. Our newly ploughed 
and harrowed 18 acres have been seeded, and should 
be ready for dra inage dnd u e by earl y spring. Thanks 
aga in, parti cularl y to Rob Linee, for organising it all. 
We have received jJlanning permission for our new 
cl ubhouse, and our th nks go to Terry Linee and Gary 
Sh~w (or heading thi s l')Cojee!. ongratulations to Mike 
Slade and Nick S,,,el, who have Silwrs and achieved 
100km Dipl om.!s. Well done al so to Paul "Cowboy" 
Hale, who soloed in November, thank to the tireless 
efforts of instructor Gerry Cox, et al. This means w e 

have dlmost run out of ab initios, and would welcome 
new ones. See www.dorsetglidingclub.frecserve.co.uk 
for rletail s. N ick "Pilot" Barn es has taken on the task of 
producing our club mag'l zinc, Out 01 The Blue. Ni k is 
thi n ~i ng of organiSing a gliding trip to either New 
Zea land or South Airica, for January/February 2006, 
and would grea tl y appre late any feedback from 
anyone who has been gliding there. Please email 
Nbarnes.22250@aol .com. I have some sad news to end 
w ith. Vic Phill ip's w ife Sandra lost her battle w ith 
cancer in November 2004. Vic was a bus)' and hard­
work ing instructorl 'FI for our club before moving 
abroad. The who le. club joins me in oifering sincerest 
condolences to Vic and all his famil y. 
Colin Weyman 
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Dumfries & District (Falgunzeon) 
AT the end of a surprisingly good season the club h~s 

fallen on hard times. Our CFI, Neil Meiklejohn, has 

decided (after 40 years) there is more to life than gliding 
and is spending more time wilh his family. The club is 
now flying Pl s only until we ca n find (or grow) a Full 

Rated instructor. If Ihere is an)'one out there who fancies 

tutoring rusli c Scots from J waterlogged patch of heather 
please get in louch. 

Charles Ferrier 

East Sussex (Ring mer) 
SO fal au tumn weather hasn'l det " rred us too much, 
one superb ridgc-fl y ing day provided much iun for all 

and Guy Westgate provided an xcellent day's tuit ion 
on glider aerobatic . Using language strdight from the 

maternity ward "PUSH! ... PUSH! " the K-21 eventuall y 
gave birth to some bmutiful rolling mano uvres, 

Kcompanied b) bonfire night "ooooohs" nd 
"aaaaahhs!" from observers on th e ground. Gas and air 

w ere not requ ired. We are grateful to Southdown for 
loani ng us an Astir whilst our Junior is bei ng repaired. 

Scholarship pupil Chris Fleet has gone so lo. The motor 
Falke is back after extensive work. 

Adrian W Lyth 

Essex (North Weald/Ridgewell) 
ALTHOUGH we may have entered the quiet s ason in 

relation to flying, work is being done to further improve 

the faci lities at our Rid ewell sitt' in preparation for the 
summer, including a second T-h<J ngar. Thi came in 

sections, giv ing members an ofJportunity to show off 
their assembly and pai nting skills l The paint kettles wi th 

integral handles made out of plastic milk bottl es by 
Geoff M artin enab led the work to proceed apace! O ur 

Launch Point Control Caravan (otherwise aifectionately 

known as the Budgi e Cage) is receiving its annual 
inspection/renovation in th e exp rt hands of those who 
built it: Brian Murphy (Chairman) Jnd Idn Barne, 

(Technical Officer). Phil Talbot is doing a similar job for 
the one at North Wea ld. O ur thank go to all those other 

members who have and .Jfe working so hard in these 

and numerous other tasks. A number of members are 
studying for their Bronze Badge written exam as well as 
th eir RfT qualificatinn (a orth Wea ld requirement). 

VVe wish th em every success. VVe are looking forward to 

a Safety Presentation to be giv n by Kevin Moloney, 
Chairmctn of the BGA Safety Committ c. Our thanks to 

Chris N icholas, our Vice Chairman, for arranging it 
(for J review of thesf' presentations, see p8 - Ed). 
Peter Perry 

Fenland (RAF Marham) 
DEL Ley has stepped down as CFI. A huge thanks to 
Del for fi ve years of hard work. He has handed over to 
Paul Mclean. 13 t w ishes to him! Another loss to the 

club is Jan Driscoll: she oiicrecl sterling support and will 

be mi ssed. We ar ' leaking instructors like a very leaky 

thing. Huge th anks go to OJ, Sid Wright and Dickie> 
Bo\ven for ~111 their effo rts ond (1 warm \>velcome awaits 
them should they decide to return. We have also sa id 

goodbye to R4 9, our beloved K-18. We "wa it thl' arrival 
of our Astir and th ere's J long list of new solo pilots 

alread' wa iting th eir turn. The next departure i' Pete' 
Harris: like th > penguin, hl!'s going to have as neighbours, 

he won't be fl yi ng much. O ur exped to Portmoak went 

ahead and we all had a great time: visiting the loca l 
Sunday Market, climbing the Bishop, watching the rJin . 

O h, a little bit of gliding too, bu t not much 
Graham French 

Four Counties (RAF Barkston Heath) 
OUR iirst ACM at tl arkston Hea th W ;\S in Novembpr. 

Trophies w ent to Pete Ballard, Derek Coker, Scotl 

Macleman, Sue Armstrong, Huw Williams, Andy 
M ason, Alan Elli , Graham Headey and Trev Gorel y. The 

latter two retire as Deputy Chairman end MT member 
respective ly - many thanks to both. Trev has been MT 

member ior more than 30 yeJrs but is moving to a 

Your most reliable partner in gliding 
LX 7000 pro 'GC, LX 7000 Sasic, LX J60 5, LX J600, 


Co'ibri, LX J6, wide range of PDA accessories 
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new life in Ireland . Congratu lations to Lee Jones on solo. 
Sue Armstrong 

Herefordshire (Shobdon) 
OUR recent courses have produced two new soluist s, 

namely Sophie de Clerc end Ccli ne Walley. Sophie 
ce lebrated by completing a Bronze leg on her next 

flight, whilst Cl'line contented herself through taking the 
Blanik to 900ft in wave along the Golden Va lley. 

Something tell s us that our single-seaters may be just a 

lillie busier in the not-too-distant future! We have not 
beE,n w ithout our usual share of tug tr ibulations, and 

thanks are due yet again for the sterling work put in by 
John WJrbey and Roy Pa lmeI, who regu larl y take on th e 

forces that 5 m to consp ire agil inst us. Ken Marlin has 
also come to the fore, spending untold hours driving up 

" nd down the country with only <1 lame lycoming for 
company, to keep us flying. At our AGM, Les Kaye 

showed us his scaril y efficient new fly ing records and 
accounting software, which was met with approva l 

hy all. Although WE' are ilyi ng more tri al lessons than 
ever before, allracting new full members is difiicult, 

even whilst ily ing over some oi the UK's most beautiiul 
countryside! 

Mike Hayes 

Highland (Easterton) 
W HAT a year for northerl y winds it's been and as we go 

into winter the pallern hilS not changer!. However, tht're 

have been i1 few good weekends and for those who 
were out there has been the rcward of some good wave 

flying. We also have d short ridge to fly that can It~dd 

you in to the wave; if not it can be quite rel'lxing just 
fl y ing the ridge itself enjoying the views over Moray. 
One view being the new wind fdrm just south of the 

airfield: 10 wind turbines up, 14 to go, a 100m-high 
blut on the landscape that doesn 't produce a thermal ! 

The cl ubhouse is gelling very close to complelion. This 

means that Phil Penrose, who has project-m,lnaged this 
over th e last three years, will soon be free to decorate 

his own house ... before the next project, please! 
Roy Scothern ;".. 

This page, from top left: Kasim Sader (Leeds University) 
went solo at Clevelands; Rosie Morris, seen with 
instructor Kev Morley, soloed three days after her 
16th birthday, at Cranwell; Dartmoor's container 
workshop wJ!/ create hangar space; Chris Fleet went 
solo at East Sussex 
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Club news 

"J» Imperial College (Lasham) 

WITH the winter term drawing to J c lose, ieGC have 

been \ovorking ~gains l thc' wCllthcr tu Iry dnd meet the 

d('mand for trial fli ghts! ['articular thanks go to Chris 
Smart, l-femr,lj N ithi an,lnd,lfel lah, J,lmie Denton, Pete 

M,l s~on , i'v\artin Judkins and L,-l Sh,lnl in general for 

tlw ir consistent help in instfuctin g. Current pldns are 

aioot to spt'nd N ew Year elt th" ,'-'Iynt! with our two 
single-sea ters. Nex t tt'rm the c lub fUfUS ch(lnges from 

Irial flights ior frc'shers to prov iding the support for new 
meml.>ers to press for solo - the r,1('e will soon be on. 

In add ition, nex t term seC's the c lub celebrate its 75 th 
AnniverS;l ry at our () Ilnual dinm-'r - all 1ll(\Olbers 

(current ZI nc! ex) (H e inv itcrl . \tVh.1 tevcr your connect ion 

to ieGe. if )'ou 're interestt'd in w hat is planned or how 
the club is do ing please v i' it our new w('l.>si te 

w\\'\v. lInion.ic.ac.lIklrccl,r!liding (tha nk to S('ju l Shah 
,)nd Jilln ie Dpnlon) or mail iCfj ·commitl f'eC!!) jc.dc. uk 

Edward Coles-Gale 

Kent (Challock) 
WE h,)Ve had a \'Pry active! socia l liie down here at 

hallock w ith our annual cl ub dinner Jnd prize giving 

for our pil o ts' ,xhievemcnts during th e? yea r and our 
zmnuil l ti reworks party, both of which were' wel l 

support 0d and a great succ('ss. M eanwhile, our CFI John 
HQo lahdn has stood dow n dnd hi s DeFI Tudor Williams 

has tdkc ll on th l' role of CFI. We will all 111i " John ,1I1d 

th " nk him for h is contri but ion to the d ul.>. Peter 
Carpenter hilS taken owr fr0 111 Tudor as D FI so it 's 

change .1 11 round. We are still wa iting for the wing to be 
fitter! tu our K-8 su that it can re- join our club f1('('t hut 
hoth our ,Iunion; dre in usp at the moment. A nC'w 

school oi Silver p ilots progressed to Bas ic Instructor 

standard ?md dre givi ng nldny tdal nights. \lVe oifer our 

cungra tulati on)) tu all o f th em. \,Vin ter so ..Hin g hos 1)(=>(-' 11 

good over Kent, c..lIld w ith v iews <1cruss to Fr •.H lCc, it is a 

good time oi yea r to be in th e ,li f. Shoul d you be un f,,­

mili'" w ith Chal lo('k ,mel its ch,' ll enging SOil ring w hy 
not come c!o\-vn dnd vis it us( \ ,Vp h.lVC ilccommodat ion 
<lnd food on , ite, Jnd we wou ld love to see you. 

Andy Young 

Kestrel (RAF Odiham) 
IT IS w ith s,ldness we report on the passing on of Peter 
All en, w ho despi te adva nc ing yea rs was an enthusiastic 

and supportive club member always k('en to get into the 

dir. M w('11 as supply ing chees), jokes he provided 
expertise on our R/T equipment. Petcr WdS irom the 
o ld school , and as such cou ld he regarded ,]S J 

gentlpman w ho had a kn,lck of gentl ), hu t et'f('('t il'C'iy 

making his views known. Wel l dOI1() to our Chai rman, 

Gil", Austin, who r(>Ce nt ly gut his BI Kating, w ith thd nk; 

to Roy Gaunt for his he'lp. Congr,1Iu lations to Peter 
Appleford on achievi ng his Okm wi th th anks to the 

W indru shers c lul.> at Biccster for thei r hospi tu li ty. Al so 
to M ark \-Vi lkins on go ing ,010 in the K-2 1 . o rk 

continu s on the Bessenou tent hangar, led by Barry 

SE'aley to ensure> it wealher,; th" win ter. An LPG storage 
facility ha recently been in . tall ed in ilnt ic ir,lIion 
oi t,'king dl,livery oi a gas-powered wi nch, whi c;h 

should boost our l ~lU I1Ch heights as we ll ,15 reduc ing 
our oper.:lting coslS. 

Simon Boyden 

Lasham Gliding Society (Lasham) 
NAN 'Norrell is ed iting our sp;1tkling and informa tive 

L·)silam mag<lZ ine. Chris Lewis (teCl nl r:aptil in ) dnd Jamie 
Dc'nton (novice), M ike Rubin lint",rmcdiate), and Dave 

T;mner and [len Arci1l'r Ipund its) reach 'd thl' iinal oi the 
Southern Inter-C lub League. M ervyn Saunders and his 

Wednesday E!vening group ilew ')99 w inch launches in 
the summer of 2004. The final 17 launches were flown 

in a Primary. The ilight to make the 1000 w<" a " !.lLSA" 

- a bungf.'C launch straight ahead! L'ldy member HeLl 

almost ilew solo but had to stop w hE'n hl'r bump got to 
wi th in one inch oi the st ick - baby Andrc\\' is doing 

well. George Metca lfe in his AS'vV 28, assi, teci by h is 

crew Al an Jd cobs, iI (~w in the 2,00Ukrn Eurogliue 

competiti on. lie was airbo rn e fo r 1 7 hours alld took a 
total of I Ucla's anel 14 hours. K-l .'l "H " h," been 

complete ly renovated by Ph i l and Stuart in the " ir(f<1ft 
h<lngc)L Pete M asson, fo rmer world champion, Wi ll be 

runnin g I n ll dvllllCC'd c ross -co un try cou rse in 2005 . 
Tugmdster Alan M "'redi th is in the Ant,1fcti c in charge of 

fl y ing at the 13riti sh ha sc . N igh Hughes Jnd Andy 
I\ vel ing are on duty in hi s ]1 I,1c('. Th" Lasham , imul;" or 

is in st ructi ve Jnd en fertain ing. Barry \ 'Vuodhuuse dnd 
Shaun L" pworth , w ith technical help from Dr Simon 
Newman and Dr Ken ji T" ker l.1 oi Southampton 
Univ!!r; ity, h;lVe organised the project. It has been 

funded by the l:1sham Trust, courtesy of Wa lly Kahn_ 
The Alan Purnell M emorial fund has rp,1Ched £4,U()(), 

w hich w ill enable a worthw hile tribute-' to h -' mad ' to 
A lan's memory_ \,Ve oifer Max Dowdin ' our sympathy 

on the loss of his beloved w iie, HaLel . 

Tony Segal 

London (Dunstable) 
AT our annual dinn<lr ongratulati ons went to al l the 

award w inners w ith the popu lar Boom rang Trophy 
collected b Rob 13rimfi lei ior his out-and-return to 

O kehampton Jnd the v fy popu lar Ll oyd Duhane), 
rece iving an JIVdrd for his w ork as a wi neh dri ve r. 

PIJns Me going dhead fo r our 7 th Anniversd ry 

Celebra tion on June 2<;. All former members wi ll be 
warmly w clcompd, w atch this spac;e. All is go ing ",<, II 

and w e shal l , oon obtai n fJl ann ing fJerm ission ior 
a new hangar extension tog th er with the ~ta rt oi 
demolition for th(~ old 1010, d ub wooden huts, bring­

ing an era tu an end. At our Boniire i ight extr;waganza 

ro~ke l contest or an out-and-return veh icle, onl y on 

w as seen to return ill a somewhd t cra Ll' str ight lille 
thil t l11ade sp ( Wtors run. I Jllles are alre.lely fi lling for 
the an nual long drive southern pilgrimage to erdanya, 

Spa in, in March/April. O ur w inter socia l calenda r 
evening progr:J mme continuC5, w hich is very popular, 

o rganised by Tr vor M i lls - prov ing the others can still 
beat th!' top dogs in a recent Full at Cha llengc quiz 

evening. A lex E ns h .] ~ created our new wehsi l ~ il l 
wlVw.londongliding lub_eo_ uk FI inR conti nue, dai ly 
throughout th c:. w inter given the right conditi ons. 

Although mainl y damp dnd wet, the weather has 

supplied good spel ls during the short",r da)' li~ht hours 
of w inter. The L"sham PI,1I" is liv ing in our bar. 
Geoff Moore 

Mendip (Halesland) 
W F have h,1d another visit from tl", local "and,)l s. 
O n thi, oc asion the-'y hroke through the ga te am i th e 

hd ll gcH d()o r~ dnd having fo und ~ l spray can u1 green 
pa int procl'ccieri to decorate our il eel. Th e "[3 55 

bomher" pa inted tn foot high letters on one oi the K-13s 
'howed a ({'rtJ in lilek oi aeronautic li know lenge l 

Fortunately, (onrli t ions w ere not ideal for painting ,)nci 
the da mJge was discove red dnd rl'p l1i r<?d hpforp the 

p.lint held dried out. Congratulations are "-xtenued to 

LindJ Thomson on her Cross-Country Endorsement and 
EriC Summers who soloed just after his 70th hirthday 

lis Ihi s a record !) . Patri ck Hogarth 's dream honcymoon 
trip, whi c;h incl uded New York, San Fr~n 'isco, Los 

Angeles and H,l waii, was noteworthy io r the f,l et that 
hi ~ nt'w bride \Vas I('it sunning h(-' rself on the beach in 

Hawa ii w hile Patri ck went gliding. Start as you mean to 
go on! We ,1fe sad to hdv(' t(l report the death of John 

Ro ley, OIW of our ioonder members (see obi/uar), p .r,9J. 
Keith Simmons 

Midland (The Long Mynd) 
fKtD Slingsby made the fir>t fli ght from the M ynd on 

August 11 , I <J14. It was J bungy launch but if you 're 

com ing ior one in Februmy then bring your be~t O z " s. 
The w indchill on the hungy meadow C,ln be colder 

than the TredsureL Our w inter prugrcwHne \vekumcs 

solo pilots on W cdncsd,1y Jnd Thursda>, ;l ftE'rnoons w ith 
full fl yi ng for the res t of the week. The grc' days are 

br ighw ned 1.> 1' d rln!dJT1ed-of addition to the fl eet: a 
DG-50S. Appetites had been well-w het1ed by th e 
r~llIl kes nne, whi ch W;! - bas cI here . V-/e dre del ighted 

to be hosti ng Com!, tition [n ter!' ri e in Ju ly 2005. The 

compet itors should feel at hOlllc wi th the hil ls and 
valley ' (and th > mi sts l). notl1l'r wdcome is La Li sa 

Outhw it anr! A" ron Ro l! w hu w il l be ,,,king over 

the catering fran h I e. Our sin er I thanks to 10 
Bendman and her tmlll, w ho have done so much and 

never iail ed to brave A, terton Hill , th ... thi nking man's 

Cresta run . Th > last week of the COllfS scason W<lS 

crow ned by 50105 for Feli x 0 thi r and MieilaC'1Rog<'rs 
sn 'ongrati to th 'm dnd keep it up for the New Ye,1r. 

John Roberts is in the Brit ish Junio r T"'Jm aiter a superb 
season. H is ipllow competitor Ian Ma Arthu r is \Veil up 

th ra ting~ but w hether he Gln (!xlract irom glicl ing th 
klllci o f eminence that hts cnus in Ellen has from sa ll ing 

remain, to be seen. We've certdinl , heard nothing 

about " ' Round-the-World' glide. 
Roland Bailey 

Nene Valley (Upwood) 
AFTER miss ing some months in Club N cws, we arc ­
back; due to pressures of work many news items w ere 

m issed. I ( on now give "n upel" te on th ' N0ne V,lll ey 
Gc. W e hav' obtain the addi tion "Lrrn itcd " in nur c lub 
title, we have got through the tu rmoil o f the K-7 fl eet 

being grou l1Cled: n" ,ny thanks to our rl elghbouring cl ubs 
for loan aircra ft ,)/'ld lise o f a rnotorglider. TI, e cl ub fl eet 

is now hack in (u:; tioll rh(lnks to our a irt::raft tPnnl ,mel 

heJpers; and we have upgraded the "ngtne in w inch 
one and have r 'c()nd i ti()nedth~ gearbox in w inch twn, 

many thanks to thp grounrl equipment tcam. John Young 
stood down as FI, m,l ny thanks for all his hoccl work 
over the yl\1r . Roger MOrr i rae i ' nOw CFI wi th Roger 

Emm, a DCFt. Two Rogers - IV II, YOLl can tel l the two 
apart . Rog r M is an ex I () V - man i rom H nlow, as 

i A lan WI' e an x 6 16 E.x CO and CFI, John Bc!nnplt 

ex- 6 16, we dppear t6 he d masn t for them, some 
members of GIG have moved on to other clubs. 
W ell , we can't keep them all ! We hav four memb(~ rs 

bei ng pu t forward for BI - and r ' -olos for Jonathan 

Kalph and Andy Soutcr. VVe look iorward to 
,1 brighter 200:;. 

Dave Mansfield 

Norfolk (Tibenham) 
ANDY M Organ Jnd Wdde Lecl der have th eir Bronze 

Badges, congratu lat ions La them. M ike Bean will be 

presen ting his exe II nt Bronze L~ur every Saturday 
throughout Febru ary to help those preparin g for the 

w ri tten ex;)m. If you got. ),our Bronze Uadg , ),co<l rS ago, 
then w hy not come along and do J ult of r vi sion l . 

The Br.lclfnrds h,lV hought ,ln LS6 and the n v 
Aldridgel laWr syndi ca te have a N imbus JDT. We now 

have ten jJil o ts in the top JOO u f the t, ation al, ratings, 

the i irst time we'v ' gone into double figure,_ We look 
forward to host ing the Junior Ch;:lIn pionshi ps as \Veil as 

the Eastern Regionals in 200S . 
Ray Hart 

Northumbria (Currock Hill) 
I' O K weather conti nued to hit ou r fl ying at Currock 
I-l illthruughoutl hc autumn, al though uc twP ' n thl' rain, 

w incl and low clouclthere wcre occasiona l days w hich 

prOV ided a lucky f ,w w ith good SOJrl ng - and even 
wave - condi tions. At le,lst the bad w eather meant thp 

tug wa not too bdelly rnis,ed w hile it was d \ ' I' being 
serv iced. Nearl y GO member - and guests attended our 

suc es ful Wings Night, induding new solo pil o t 
Stewdr <lmpb II , \vhose father (an airlin - ptain and 

former RAF pilot) was guest speaker. Club cha lrnl n 
Don W elsh and FI A lan Scott have met r presentati ve; 

o f NewGlstle Internationa l Ai rport to discus proposed 
new ,m space restrict ions, which are I ikely to c fi t the 

cl ub in 2005. Juhn A llan lias agrood to take owr from 
Alan colt as CFI from July 3 1, 200 
Richard Harris 
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Nottingham University (Barkston Heath) 
IN Novemher, UC went to Sutton ""nk on <1 trip 
orgilnised by Andy LJ.ngton . S~vcriJl new members 
CJme wi th us and thoruughly enjoyed th emselves . 
Iligh lights of the trif.' inLlud !{l i\ bit oi wave flying, 

th rash ing Durham U nivers it y GC at giant jenga, ,,,lei 
Chris's amus ing landing in the p ri de ul Sultun l3an!.:', 

II 'ct the DC· I aoo. After what h ' cI ,]ims Willi dn 

·c Ilenl lamJin , a bit too much wh eelb rake lVas used . 

11,.. glider Ca me to " h"II, slowly pil ched on to its nose, 
anu SliJyed th er> .. lu ,'kil y no ddm<lgl.< Wi! done. Other 
than Andy brea king anything he can get his hands on 

(this month inciucic'd th e hard waxer, our K-13's main 

lyre ~ nd N U G 's only 'arilVi\n), the only " chi vements 
worth m<mtionmg are a couple oi type converSl(lIls: 
lohn has re 'ently converted to the aero, likewise w ith 

Graeme ( INALLY! - he ha. been so lo since 1000~ l­

Cong"ltula tions to both , 
Chris Emerson 

Peterborough & Spalding (Crowland) 
o R expeUition t Aboyne was iun a it always is; but 

unfortunately th re was very little ily ing due to poor 
weather. Undeterred by thi we have alreauy booked 

again ior 2005 . Jim Crowhurst is emigrating to Austra lia 

and I'm sure h i ~ leaving party w ill be well Jttended. We 
wish him and his w ife-Io-be all the b"st for the future. 

\' e look forw~ rd to receiv ing reports irom his epic 
fl ights down under. B, th· tim<: you redd this our new 

h.ngar Ooor will be completed. Th is w il l Improve our 
f-Jcil iti e5 considerab ly. Our new Pawne is almost ready 

and we are now waiting for CAA inspection. ,"'arti n 
Ewer is our ne'vV OCF!. He is taking over frum Kevin 

Fear, who wants to spend morp time in his Ventus. 
Robert Theil 

Portsmouth Naval (Lee·On·Solent) 
OUR Skylaun h Winch has bee" overhauled so that it 
Ciln continue to rrovide a reliabl e launch s rvi ce. The 

o ld Range Row r thdt w' used to r 'trie"" it> cabl , . has 

been given a well de,~ rved retirement and h~5 been 
repl aced by a newer versi on that still retJin:; all th e 

, omfort s provided b)' its ma k r. This li ttle po I oi luxu ry 
mmns that we now have no di fficu lty III f inding retrieve 
drivers On th cu ld winter cby . I\oy CJunt nlJde a :1> 

welcome return to Lee to hold dn instructor'S course. 

With his help, Siggy lng, son, Tim W bb and Ri chard 
Crockett have now quali fied as Basic Instructors and 

Henry Freeborn h" g ined hi Full Category. Aitler 
wait ing to reach I b, And , Payne was abln to dispense 

w ith th.! s rv ic' oi his instru lor ilnd fly solo. As if to 
mak up ior lost time, he brought his Mum along th e 

next day and repe,lled the eat. Conwatu lations to all. 
Steve Morgan 

Sackville (Riseley, Bedfordshire) 
'''lAJOR chang!'s are aiool here .IS Tim vVilkinson 
(owner, l)('ndactor Jnd benevolent dictator oi the club 
since its iorm,lti!)n) has clecided to step down from 

organising the gliding. His comml'rcia l flying, pregnancy 
nn ing and microlight instruct ing means that hI" no 

longer has the time to devotl' to gliding but he has 
given us the use of h is col lpction oj vintage- aircrait and 

he rem,li ns as Crt until such time ;'s ther!' is a suit,lbly 
qualifipd repla cement. A ne\\! committce has bl'"n 

formed under the chairmanship oi Cordon Lane ,lIld it 
is planned Ih£Jt \-ve will have CIt least one l\vo~seate r tlnci 

th Picat on line in the spri ng. It is also our intention to 

steHt winching again clftcr (l couple of years 01 cH.' rolo\·" 
only. M embership fees .]rc to remain the sam ior now1 

Jnd as aIW<lY5, in r lud sO,lfing time. Our heartfelt 

thank s to Tim ior his continued en thusiasm ;lI1d 

g nerosity. See also www.sa ckvillefl)'ingc/uh.co.uk 
Derek Wales 

Scottish Gliding Centre (Portmoak) 
Joe CadLinski pa'lsed ()\Vay on Novpmber 8, 2004, 

following ,1 short ill ne,s; he Wi" 83. Club members and 
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viSitors ali !.:e wi ll know Mr Cadzinsk i ;'5 "Old Joe" or 

"Joe the Pole". O ld lop h,15 " pl" ee in 5 ,U history as, 
ilmongst other th ings, he "'ilS the v r) first prof sional 

winch clr iver to be employed by th e club. Although he 
g~lVe up so lo i lying d number of years ,lgO, h never 

r fused d two-sed ter flight. dnd cou ld be found most 
nights in the cl ubhou5e: bar. On the flying front" 

Portmoak members Me ,1 I ready leading th e 200412005 
ati on,, 1 ladder, anel we have il number of loca l 

ach ievements to record: ,vtar!.: Wil son, solo; Cordon 

Hunter, seconu so lo to B Badge; A l 'e 5t 'vemon and 
M ike Cartney, ros -Country Endorsem"nt; Martin Ling 
and Kcn Donaldson, Si lver height; L 's l.adomery, CoJd 

height; and M,lg' D oig. 61 Rating. O ur d ub fl eet, and" 

number 0 synd icate ""cra fl, are now warmly tuck,,'C1 up 
in nur new hangar: getting :l irer')ft out is In bsolutc 
pleasure .. without having t , shift th e wh I II et i i rst! 

l3y th e time you rend this, IV · w i ll be re<:ov ri ng from 

our annual bash. Thi s yea r, it WdS h 'Iu on January 8 and 
our gUCSt speaker was none other than your very own 

r' l" typu s. I don't know what his deadlines are with the 
"" II powerful" edi tor, bu t I expect we' ll have to wai t till 

the next i"uc to heM what h(, th,)ught of our hospitality. 
Ian Easson 

Shalbourne Soaring Society (Rivar Hill) 
ONCE aga in, autumn heralded the return oi the fog and 
murk that ucligh in camping over RivJr Hill. However, 

w hen b lessed w ith leo r ski es, Ihere are al,vays k 'en 

pilots ager to top up th ir hours and hon their skil ls. 
Now w alVa it the start of th northerl ies (?) ior the 
ridg~ to work (apologi s to Stev Ba rber, ou r Met l\olan, 

for my nfllxl iling meteorological term ino logy!). Rob 

Nicol has j lined the committee as Equipment Ofii cer 
~nd ~ v ry wel come add ition he is too. Fi nnlly, thi s is 
my last Club News as I w ill h~ve Signed oil as club 

S·cretd l,), by th e nexl de,ld linc. I w ish my successol 

all the be. t, and hope,,;h enjoy wr itin~ Cluh News 
(creat ivity a bonuS). 
Liz Seaman 

South London Gliding Centre (Kenley) 
OliR long-serv ing ,Iub manager and eFI, I'et ~r Pooh 

intends to retire in 1005: we are looking for someone to 
tn!':e hi,; f.'lac '. Unusually In the glid ing movement, it ' n 

iull-lime, sa lar ied, Monday to Friday job whi ch leave 

ti m for p ·rsona l I i. we gli ding Jt w eekends. Idcil lly, 
we want omer)llC w ho w ill bc' an eifective manager 
and org, niser, d ski ll ed instruLlor with a moturglider 

rating, have glider maintenance qualiiications, and a 

skin as tough as old hid '. An advert isem nt .1ppear d in 
the last edition of S&C nd, Ii !he perfect candidnt" 
ex ists, we hall be p leased to hear from him (or her), 

John No(then, who h,lS se'rved us well as our second 
instructor ior the past year (lr SO, hilS no\-\' \Pit the club 

and we \-" ish him well in his ne,:v position at Ringmcr. 

S() it's all ch;1I1ge during 100S but we ,Ire hoping that 

with our 1\<"0 l ost winches now up a nd ru nn ing. 
the gl ider ileet restored to hea lth aiter Ihe 2004 K-7 
problems, and our new ten-Yl?ar l e~se/licence, we 

shall he attracting some nc\o\' members anu seeing a 
successful season. All we need now is Ihe weather. 
Peter Bolton 

Southdown (Parham) 
CUNCI<ATULATIONS to John Pudd icombe Jnd I'hil 

F'yer, who went solo in Ooober, j ust in time to t3k ' 
advantage nl the ,lutumnal norther ly \'Vincls. The 

<:ross-coun try squad h,ld almo5i given up hope, whdt 
with global warmi ng and (!verything, but cafe society 
,1t the Dev il 's Dy!.:c ~Iotpi was I'ntert,linpd by ,1 I,<,,'ham 

fly pa,t on Novemher 1 n. There were many cr('(litahle 

performances but Dick Dixon, our ch,lirm"n, led the 

field with " i light oi 4 11 km. Uur hangar haS heen iully 
insulated <lnd updated, making the vvorkshop Mel1 ,1 
state of the art facility. A brand new launchpoint contro l 

cpntrp is in the pr()c(;.'ss of being cOlllm iS5iof1l'd ~lncJ the 

old yellow bus has gone to pastures new. Thl' Janus is 

Sophie de Clerc of Herefordshire with the impromptu 

post-solo smile that gladdens any instructor'S heart 


repa ired and back on site, ,1nd we Me hopinf\ to obt in 
a DC-50S . If anyone has a K-2 1 for sal please get III 

touch w ith our s eret.!ry. Att r Ipngthy eli U 'sion, w ith 

the Pulborough Rugby Cluh, il became clear that havi ng 

a pitch adjacent to the runway wa, not a good iuen! 

With a little bit of give and take, it 5e ms probab l lhat 
they wi ll be able 10 Ol(lV th ir or (ations further to the 

west of the airfield. Just as pref.'aratlons for the 
Christmas A\Va rds even ing were bl!ing Ci nalised, w I! 

were sa ddened by the new oi the d l th ofTetl Pa lmer. 

He died whde undergOi ng heart su rgNy in 'ovember 
(see obituary. p59). H e w as ~n i nstructor ior many yearS 

and became an honora ry membcr on his retirement i n 

1996. Ted was a gentleman, wi th J lovely sen~e of 
humour; we will miss him. 

Peter J Holloway 

StaffordShire (Seighford) 
CO G RATULATION to Steve Green (cad tl ior hi 
iirst -0 10. P· te Ci ll is no", CFI, and GrahJm 8m· ,-­

D FI - thJ11ks to And)' Ou ltrdm ior hi s efforts as CF I 

over the last fcw years. A number of members enjoyed 
our win t r expedit ion to Sutton Bank, despite only one 

" nd a half fly ing days! Despite di appo inting w eather, 
most tolk managed an enjoyab l > I li ght In the DC-1000. 

We have acqui red a syndi cated Motor Fa lke, w hi ch 

should be ,1I1oth r v" luab le trdin ing ass I, Well don to 
Pete Low (Mi lli . Id, U,OOOlt l and D erek Hf'aton 

(Aboyne, 1 S,700ill for their wave climb - Ih(' ~st oi uS 
will follow th em nex t yea r' We arc tllfrently looktng 
forward to the Annual Aw"rds Dinner on February 4. 

Paul (Barney) Crump 

Surrey & Hampshire (Lasham) 
2004 was a yeaf of mixed fortunes for Surrey and 
Hants; with membership slightly down on 20rn, the 

amount of soaring was sign ificantly less than previous 
years - mostly due to the ind ifier,'nt weather in what 

WdS mea nt to be pt'ak season. Nevl-.'rlhcl '55, we had a 
good crup oi long flights ca rri f!d out in the gliders, and 
(-1 "iat i, ,\, ing numher oj nf:>W snlu !J il () l.~ convert ing to the 

S& I-I fleet, Jnci progressing through the badge sy tem. 

Sponsored flying for caciet/student members, with free 
~oJ ring in a K~g, has been vcry successfu l Clnd is now 

feJtureri on both oi our own K-8s ior 2005. The flee 
has bt'cn rc~tructur(:.'d tu meet cha nging ci rcumstan es; 
we have gone back to <.1 single tier oj membership, the 
/\SW 195 hal' • hc<,n sold, the flying requirement 

adjusted to \Vidl'n the 'lV,'ilability oi the Diseuse; and 
we start the yea r wi th I [) gliders and the option to grow 

tht' fleet "ga in as requi red. From the pattern oi 2004, 
the message to .) 11 our member~ old .1nd new is; 

remember Ma)' 1,1st ye,"! KeqJ fl ying <Inti currenl 
through the wi nter munths, if Wf..." gel i-m other year when 

th e ,pr ing bring; th,' best weather - be re"dy ior it. 
Wishing ,111 memlwrs pa5.l, present ,m d future" v ry » 
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Club news 

)!> 	success ful 200.5, and may the 500km day be the one 

when it 's your day o jf and you are top in the ba llot' 
Graham Prophet 

The Soaring Centre (Hus Bos) 
CONG RATULATIONS to lames Hiley and Ian W illows, 
w ho have both achieven lheir Ass istant Instructor 
ratings, and also Roy Spreckley, who is returning to 
instructing after some years. Well done also 10 ,"lik 
Garwood, who completed hi > Diamond goa l .1nd 
Diamond distance in South Ajri ca thi s w inter, wh ich 
completes Mik 's three Diamonds. At the timc of go ing to 
press (Dpcember 7) jon /-leva n had achieved the " Iast 
100km oj the 2004 year" . We are plcased to wel come 
our new CFI, joe Horwoon. Many thanks also to our 
out-go ing CFI, M ike Cater, who has donc' an exccllent 
job, and who will now be taking on the ro le of Deputy 
CFI (motorglidc'rl. We a.lso have J ne, tugmaster, Tom 
ll urton, and a new winchmaster, Peter hapm~ n . Many 
thonks to Roger Goodman and Carl Buzza rd for all th ei r 
hard work in these two roles prev iously. Puchacz FXQ 
has gone to Poland jor a refurbishment and a refini sh. 
The start of season party, which has a M exican theme, 
w ill be held on March 26. It is wilh , dn ess that we 
report the dea th in Novemher of our previous manager 
and club member Bill May (see obitllary, pS9). 
Siobhan Crabb 

Trent Valley (Kirton in Lindsey) 
IN 2005 Trent Valley celebrates its 40th year; several 
events are being planned throughout the I' Jr tn 
commemora te it, the first of which w ill be our Annual 
Di nner and Dance being held on March 19. W > re try­
ing to get as many previous members as possible to join 
us so if you would like 1.0 attend please ·ontact Peter 
HolI , nd on 0 1636 892464 . We are also looking forward 
to J visit from Kevin Moloney, chai rman of the BGA 
Safety Commiw'e, who will be givi ng us a presentation 
on safety. During th dutumn mon ths w had members 
visiting Aboyne, Portmoak and Sutton Bank both 
sear ing for and finding wave. It is with great sadness 
that we reporl the dea th of Rodger Smalley, who had 
been a member for ma ny years (see obitoary pS9). 
Janet Nicholson 

Ulster (Bellarena) 
"THE cl ub is on a very sound footing," prefacerl the 
chai rman'S repo rt ,1 t a very well attended !\CM in earl y 
December. Th is is in brge measure due to the excep­
tional driv , commitment and leader.ship of one j ~ly 

Nethercott, re-de ted as chai rm'lI1 for the incoming 
ye<l r Spec ial recognit ion was " Iso extended to Tom 

Snoddy for his exceptional work in securing funding for 
the purcha e of our new DC-50S. After 18 years as 
technica l ufficer Bob Cochrane has decided tu call it a 
da)' but was awarded the Rob in Snow Memorial Plate in 
recognit ion for his outstanding serv ic.es to the club. 
Other tro!'h ies awarded on lhe ni ght were: FSP A larm s 
Trophy, Gary Mc L,lUghlin for his r,lpid progression to 
so lo and conversion to glilSS; Fire Hose, Ricky Logan for 
hi s Gold heigh t, Alan Me Ki llen, the Mc Kelvie Cup for 
his ninth pia in the Dunstable Regionals and Tom 
Snoddy the Macki e M etca lf Bowl for his continued 
services to the club, particularl y in securing funding for 
the purchase of the DG-50S. The sa le of Our n w-sty le 
giit vouchers is so lid although by earl y December our 
sa les reil ected a disappoint ing decren5e of some I S per 
cent on the prev ious year. New safety procedures for 
entering the ILS box on our south-facing ridge have 
been agreed w ith our neighbouring regional airport at 
Eglinton. It i5 hoped that in time that th ese arran gements 
wi ll be rejinec/ to make fl ying in the ILS box even easier. 
Sad ly 1 record the sudden and untimely dea th of one of 
our long-term and esteemed members, Cavan Weir. The 
club ('xtends its deepest sympathy to all his famil y. O n a 
happier note, we send congratu lations to Frank Storrs 
and Maurice Evans on obta·ining Bron ze. 
Seamus Doran 

Vale of White Horse (Sandhill Farm) 
FOR the last l Oy ars, and very much in earnest for the 
last year, we have b :Jen battling again st a proposa l to 
erect a group of 82m-high w ind turbines about 1.6km 
from the end of our main runway. At the time of w riting 
planning perm ission has, desp ite all our arguments, just 
been granted, but the battl c i, still continu ing, dnd we 

hav gained J lot uf experien ce in airfield sa jeguarding, 
induding the cre.ation oj JPpropri~ te maps, and th" 
deta il that is contained in the va ri ous rele,rant CAA 
documents. We arc now looking at vari ous options to 
mitigat(' the efj ct on us if the wind farm r onstrurt ion 
cloes eventually go ahead. If other clubs are fa ed w ith 
similar prob l ms, whether from proposed w ind farm s 
or other struetur , then w e would be very h<lpPY to 
share our experiences and offer help and ,ldvice_ O ur 
congratulati ons go to Pe.ter Berridge and Tony 
McNicholas, who successfully complete>d their 131 
courses at the end of Novembcr, and will now no 
doubt b" luoking forward to W,lrmpr weather and the 
appearance oj larger numbers of people intere,ted in 
taking introductory lessons. Our annual dinner and 
prizegiving was h"ld in mid-November, and as usua l 
(l ifj Beveridge did us prourl wi th an xcell nt meal, 
and a most enjoyable evening was had by all. We are 

now looki ng forward to 200S and planning a club 
expedition, a task week, and ,1 competition week. 
Graham Turner 

Weiland (Lyveden) 
TERRY Kendall-Torry has earn ed his BI Rati ng. At the 
annua l dinner dance the EItld of SedSon troph i0.5 were 
awarded. Th~ Chairman 's Cup went to Brian M cDonnell 
for CFI 's leadership and excellence in change manage­
ment. The Ray Clarke Perpetual hallenge Cup and CFI 
Sh ield went to Dav Wi llette, who soloed this yeM, for 
bei ng as enthusiast ic and active in the air and on the 
field as on our web forum. Best in Wood went to D ick 
Short for almost getting round JOOkm. WGC is iortunate 
in having many who <I re very keen to lea rn and put in a 
lot oj hard work, so there were; vera l close con tenders 
for the Sedbergh Cup, for the best ah initio, wh ich was 
awarded to Mick Connoll y, w ho so loed thi s year. I got 
the Rigging Pin, for bringing about J two-day retrieve 
after "loc,ll il ying". I han some competi tion from the 
misadventures of a few instructors but took the biscuit 
with this one. I also took the 267 Cup for the f.1ste.st .. 
100km after a fast 150km and won the Open Ladder. 
The Weekend Ladder was awarded to Michael Neil l 
w ith his K-6 kil ometres. The Aboynp trip, th ·econd 
week in October, gave one fli ght to 12,OOOft and several 
club members have been frequenting Sutton Bank, 
Dish forth ,wei Hus Bas to keep in practice. O ur own 
fi elcl has improved, and we are planning spring cl ean 
ups and lectures. 
Strzeb 

Windrushers (Bicester) 
THE main news is that our landlords, Defence Esta tes, 
are advertiSing Bicester A irfield for sale. Our current 
lease is protected. We are in the process of putting 
togeth r i\ bid to secur ~' the fu ture oi gliding from 
Bicester. An influx of new students jrom Oxjord "ncl 
Craniield Universi ties has resulted in uS now flyi ng on 
Wednesdays as well uS the weekends. Another K-1 3 
has been added to our fleet, bringing the total to th ree. 
Thanks to Ron Smith ior organ ising Ihe Friday even ing 
lectures that Me keeping u~ educoted and entertdined 
this wi nter. Dates for our regionals h,ll'(> been conjirl1led 
as jul ), 9- 17, 2005. Ent ry form> <lvailable from 
H!WW. windrushers.or!j.uk 
Anne Mellor 

Wolds (Pocklington) 
AFTER a run of poor wcather the .~eekend flyers are 
struggling to keep current w ith the usual flurry of 
interest at th appearance of a tent of bluC'. We've taken 
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Obituaries 

John Boley - Mendip 
WE: wcre vcry sed 10 hear of Ihe deelh of john Iloley, 
one ul our found(,r members. john (1 q 15-20(4) was J 

(.Hlller by proiessiofl, and hb agricultur;:l1 know ledge 

proved invaluable in fin d ing.a new site wh en \-ve w ere 
(orced 10 mov from Wesl on sup..,. M are in I 'jil7. john 

\0'1"<.15 very adventurous , nrl \va::. a regul<lr visitor 10 CdI'; 

several photogrJphs ot his mountain il )ling exp lo it$ 
adorn Ihe wall :; of our cl ubhuuse. III heallh curlailed 

john's flying " cti \l ili es ahnul 10 yeJr" go, bUI as it life 
rn l2mb~ r of o ur d ub he continued to vi sit us <11 

Hdiesland oc<:asiuna lly, anti fl ~w ,n Ihe K-1 3 in january 

Ihis )' l',Ir. Inhn wil l be We.1.tly missed by his old fri cncJ" 
and th ~ world will he J poorer p lelce without him. All 

our Ihuughls and pr:lye" are with U rsula ,lnd his family. 
Barry Hogarth 

Brian Kilby - The Soaring Centre 
BKIA N (irst "'Ime 10 Hushands Rosworth about a 

decade .1gu Ull J. two-week course and visited us every 
year since. ~ I e' was \''1", 11 inlo hi, sixties when he 
commenc€( i gliding wi th us ,lnd it took him Ihree years 

1.0 go solu, somelhing Iha t would have daunted a less 
determined man. He went on tu become a sOilring pilol, 

gell ing up to Silver and tho roughly enjoyed his annual 
glid ing 'fix'. Al ways w illi ng to help ,1 hand on Ihe fi eld, 

pushing and pulling i1irc;ra ft or d riv i n~ the trac tors, he 

\ \'(15 a w elcome figure. Brian was III his mid-seventies 
when h,' died in Spain recently, just.) few . hart weeks 

afler b idding us goodbye i1t th e end of hi, "lSt visit. 
ri c li ved li(e to til(' full, enjoying gol f during his wi nter 

Iri ps to Sfl3in and I did nul Ihink Ihe last tim(' we shook 
h,wds and exchanged uur usual insu ll s tha t this would 

be for th e last lime. 
Ron Davidson 

Bill May 
- Coventry, The Soaring Centre 
BILL ,vlay ( I ~23·20()4 ), a li fe memher of Ihe Coveolry 

Glid ing Club, now the Soar ing Centre at I-l lIslxlncl, 

Bosworth, pas cu away on NuvembQr 2.1 , 2U04, alll' r a 
shorl illness. He and hi s wife Elsie jo ined Ihe c lub at 

> 	delivery o{ a new Puch (well it's new to us anyway) (tnd 

our mUCh-mal igned K-7 has gone 10 live al An gu> Gc. 

,,\It. hope to visit her next year so look after her. The 
cl ub's annual dinll.; r p,l lsed wi th frenzied activity and 

much pri ze gi ing (some for Ilying. l Congedtulatioos to 

Graha m (M djor) Wadforth for comp leling his Assistant 
Rallog course. Th e clull days and dark nighls have 

brouRht ahout LJUilding at fra nli L pace in th e b llilding 
of the n w hdngw ~xlc n sion. At Ihe rnomenl It looks 

like a dinosaur's ri bL ;'ge. 
Tony Kendal I 

Wrekin (RAF Cosford) 
MEMBERS of the We.; - complet d th . second p:.lrl 01 
the hi-cnnu,, 1 vi sil to Llcwt'ni I';rrc al the end oi 

OClober. Unforlunalely (or Ihe other visiling clubs. we 
were unable 10 bring Our tug to the party. Thf' W('J her 
waS m an spirited ,15 we ll. With one good wave day, it 

was jusl out 01 reach (rom the winch launch . A couple 

of Intrepids did conneCI w@ve in IhE' motorglidt· r. The 
genera l wind di rec1 ion was not in gf'n ' r;l l fJ.vour fur th e 

ri dge. We will be back and hope fo r better conditions, 

'cau se we're al l gagging for uur Gold dnd OidrT1onrl 
Badges. At Iii " ~nd ,.>1 overT1b~ r we held our ACM and 
party. /\fter all th e peeches and sl.1t ist ics, we issued the 

trophies. TIll' memlw r, co ll ecting "'Ne Stu Duncm, 
Simon Harri s, M ick D avis, Trav Cook an<j Geo lf 

M atthew·s . The ensu ing perl MaJ the des ired effects 

later in lilt' even ing. My th :tnks 10 ail lho, rnak ing i t a 

SIICCes5. We wi sh all cl uhs a Happy dnd s3fe New Year 
in 2005 and hope 10 visil some of our surrounding 

cl ubs to drop in for d c uppa and slea l sume wooden 
spoons ! 
Trev Cook 
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Baginton in Ihe I,lle I 950s. He progr ~sed rapidly, 

becoming a r:-ull C~lt instructor (]nd was one of th IBd n1 

of farsighled memhers who realised Ih;1I Ihe cluh would 

only prosper if il h,ld ih own site, prompllng Ihe move 
to its present location. 13ill .] nd El sie w ere also part o f 

the team whu encouraged memhers to roll up their 
sleeves ;:l.11rl get stuck in to the hard Ilhysi cZl I slog of 

cl eMing aWdY Ihe rubb le and erecling the clubhous", 

dnd hangers, and makinJ.', Ihe place ).\," ",'rally habilable. 
They were usually Ihe i irst Iriencll y f,lce> new mcmllcrs 
saw wh en th ey arrived at the airfield ;1Il0 it was Hill's 

en thu>i asm and welcoming m,lOn ~ r that t'nsurp(1 th ey 

stayed wilh us l In 19b4 Uill h~ d a serious acc lcient in 
his Dart 15. He was everci y injured and subsequently 

lost a leg. Despi te his injuries he eventu;llly r 'overed 
and returned to instructing and tugging, and was made 

manager shortly ailerwarcis. He and Elsie made sure o( 

Ihe success of Ihe club in the ensuing years with their 
continued hard w ork. Bill was later ;)w arded th e BGA 

DiplomJ fur hi s dedica tion to gliding. Sadly, al l too 
5000 after h is reli rement. he lost hi s rlea r w ife Elsie. In 

reeE'nt yea rs, desp llc hi s failiog hcallh (the direct result 
o his earli er inj uri C:s) he visiled the club whenev · r he 

could anrl had th e nCCJsi<'l031 night, which he enjoyed 

trem endous ly. His outgoing personality dnd f" endly 
welcome to everyon e w ill be sorely mi ssed. If yuu nev('r 

harllhe pleosure of Bill 's compdny you h;lVe missed 
oul l Our condolences go to hi s son Ron and his family. 
Ray Slevens 

Ted Palmer - Southdown 
TtD Palmer (1927-2()04) joinerl Southdowo at Parham, 
aiter th move from our old sil(" at Firie Beacon in 1974. 

Uorn in Ed inburgh in 1927, he spent his ea rly years in a 

children's hurne before being adopted into a Wurthing 

lamily, wh ere he happily put rlown rOOIS that sustained 
him for a lifelime. His adoptive parents encouraged his 
keen interc t in avi,ltion, and he joined Ihe Air Tra ining 

Corp,. He gained ;)ir experien ce in Ansons, Oxforcis, 
Firefii ps . Rapid s and ven .) Wal(IJs. Mter glider 

training, he soloed w ilh 1 129 ATe Squadron in 1945 

and was then cOrJ scrirted inlO the Royal Air Force for 

Wyvern (Upavon) 
IT seems now that winter began just after my writin g the 
r port (o r th e la, ! S&C, and since th en there have been 

successive w eekends of willd, rain and low cloud, 
which have eith e.r Slopped flying frum Upavon 

compl etely or forced an eJ rly r\l sh lowards th e hangnr. 

It's Ihe time 01 year w hen members struggle 10 remain 
currellt (Wyvern has a O- c1ay currency rule) hut 
sturlents tind Ihere's rl enl)' of glider av,lilahili ty, for 

1()-rllinute <;i rcu ils al leasi. N everlhel ess, Ihe l,lCk of 
(lying is iJenefi ciJI to the • o f A rrogrJrllme and ground 

equ ipment mainlenance and one by one each of the 

club glider, is havi ng the w edr and te~lr, hallgar ra sh 
and. r greltahly, occa sion.rl misuse of th , sea , on 

reversed by th e iospeclors ,md helrcrs. In part icular, all 
thre > ret.ri eve Range Rovers dre now f itted with tow ba rs 

,md are ill use on .r duty cycle r,Hher like crop rOlalion. 

Penny Smith h ClS , as usual, produc.ed thE' annu a l flying 
stJt isti cs whi ch uniortun,Jte ly show ZI 1 b per cpnt 
dec(e,)s(' in tilt' number uf I;}unc:hes, but drl inCreds.~ ill 

the number 01 aero tows and a m,lssiv(! 32 per cent 
inr:re.,")se in cr()~s~cn un[ry distMllce fkl\vn. hoth dup, 
no douhl, 10 Wyvern's pa rt icipation ill the In ter-Club 
League. lvtcmbcrs elr(' looking !orw;lrd to th e ct nnudl 

dilliler in Ihe mess .lndlhc s"parJte ,.\GM, when II will 
bp revea l (1, c;l lllong'" thp other Cl w (l rri ror mer ito rious 

glid ing, who i fOm Ihe mJny Icarfu l c;.rndidale, will 

receive the dubious hunour of b ' ing aW;l rded Ihe 
"Whoops!" trophy for th e higgest, most embarrassing 

faux pas of th e year. Fortuna lely for Ihe rec ip ient the 
precise deta ils ,) f th " inc idenl are seneca lly lelt (orm"lly 

undiscl osed to m mbef> ~ I large, whi ch. of C(l UI Se, 

leaels to much embellishmenl o f the story at th e bar! 

Andy Gibson 

National S~rvI Cl', Wilh the Second World War at I n end 
Ihere ,>;vas no shurtagt' of ai rcrew, so Tt:.",{j trained as d 

t<' chnician. After derlloblllS< tlon, Ill" decided on a C:J reer 

with 'I Worlhing firm of jewl!ll er. where he quickly rose 
to management leve l. He soon eZ.Hned th l: respect and 
aifecti on 01 his sta ff, Ihrough his quiel kindn es_ and 

sense of humour. Prarti6ing Ih" skill learned with th e 
RAF he IO\ied to repair avi ation instruments and, as a 

hobby, all make'Sof walches and clock>. As dn instructor 

Ted was onE! of the stdlwarts oi midweek training during 
the 19705. Always pati ent with ab inilios, he was a 
ppr(ect eX3mpl , of that type of in\tructur who has never 

forgOll l!n how cl ifflcu ll it Glil be to lea rn to fl y. On 

reLirB"'l.:nt from work and from sulo Ilyi ng, he spent 
lime with th l! Glider MaintPnancp Squad, chi fly look­
ing '-.litf?( th e. instrum n ts. On his ATe leaving certifi cTl te 

issued in 194 0" his CO repo rted Ihal Ted was a loyal, 

hard working ,mel en lhusidsti c member of the squadron, 

wh o had shown himself 10 be lotall ' reliab le. Sixt)' 
yeClr s 011, this W(1S;t n J S$("SIll nt ot hI S charJ.cJ er shdred 
by those who knew him d l hi. plilce of work. hI' his 
(amily and by al l o f us al Southduwn. 

Peter J Holloway 

Rodger Smalley - Trent Valley 
WITH sadness I have 10 announce the sudden anu 

trdgil. death of Rodger Smalley. I hdVe known Rodger (or 

some 30 yea rs as a good fri end and gl ider pil o t. Rodger 
was a good c lub mernbl!r, had been a Fu ll C ill Inslructor 
and power pilot; he lived to fly ir, h is Swali llw. Jnd 

would be at th e lOp of a thermal w ith milny a glass ship 
working hard 10 keep up. He was just two hOu rs short of 
achieving 1,000 hours in hi s Swa lk lw: he was a remark ­

able pilol o f 40 yedrs, had a vast knowledge and wou ld 

help anybody. lie was comic in some W<ly£ : he once 
rdng the club anrl dsked if I would take his tr;] il er home. 

I asked where he lVas alld he replipd: "sal in your 

garden having a cup of leil" I He had landed out across 
th e road in Ihe ncw goll course be ing built. He \Va, a 
quiet man, a good garciener and loved to pldy Ihe organ. 

He w ill be sadly missed. \. . 
Vince Marchant ~ 

York Gliding Centre (Rufforth) 
TH E ,mnual dinner dance wa s extremely we ll dllcn ded 
and enjoyed by oil present. The annual awards were as 
foll ows: Longest Cross-Counlry ilight 10 RichJrd Kal in 
fOr a ) 77k", flight during th e scason, Jild th e best 

Height Gain oWdrded to Tom Siaker. fur J I0.700fi g"lin; 
he also dchleved Ihe Senior Ladder lrophy. Mark 

Shuttleworth won th ' Junior Ladcler tr(lphy, with Pete 
Arthu rs winning the Rose Bow l for Ihe hI' I Sil ver 

distance wilh a 1 OOkm oul and return fli gh t. Th e Bill 

Ty"rs Award w ent lu Chris Brayoe for IrJO g ,erv ice duing 
BI fli ghts midweek. Findlly the CI,a irm<1n's Shi,,·leI wa, 

given with gra titude 10 Ihe graSS-CUlling lea m lor 
mai ntaining th e airfie ld al a golf green standarrl 

throughout thf! year for many y ecl f ':' . 'vVe h.w e now 
b ugh I th I) ,-505 from Ihe aulkes Fly ing oUll cia ti on 

so w e hop" to do rathl'r mo«, rlual cros,·country 

training next "'eason. 
Mike Cohler 

Yorkshire (Sutton Bank) 
CON GRATUI.ATIONS to Derek Taylor on bri nging one 

o( th e BGA troph ies north - he won the De Havilland 
Trophy (or a gain of 21,00011 in wave in Septcmbe r. 

Nex t, I "<11 su rry to have 10 repOrt that Liz W il s (our 

longstandiog Cil terin g lady) passed aWilYear lier in Ihe 
yeilr, she will be sadly missled around th e cl ub, bOlh for 
her food and general fun approach to l ire. It is ,risu with 

sa dness Ihat I meotlon Ihe dealh of n m Birch, d long ­

sianding member, who had been il l ior som . tim ' - his 
family wish to Ihank all those who ,'llended lhe serv ice 
and for Ih ir kind wishes. Nanny Ogg' GJlering has 

been rep l"ced by Anne-Marie Wehster. \. . 
Marian Stanley ~ 
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BGA CLUB ANNUAL STATISTICS 


ANNUAL S1 ISTes 
eLIDING CLUBS AIR CRAFl ALL . or flOURS kM S 

. 
M[MBERSHIP 

LAUNCHES AEROTOWS FLO FI.OWN Ful l Es timated 
~ 

(" 

:0 

u 

::: 
.D 

::J -
U 

0 
Cl. 

~ 
::J 

>­
"" c:.;; 

u:: 

No.oi 
Tcmpordry 
Member 

No. of 
Fema le 

Mcmb r5 

Andreas Gliding Club 1 0 5 0 560 89 81 a 20 16 0 
Angus Gl idin~ Club 4 1 3 0 577 0 73 700 14 41 0 
Aquila Gliding t lub 2 3 20 2 1069 1069 712 7230 53 256 2 
Bath Wilts & North Dorset Gliding Club 3 3 33 1 4350 850 1850 10800 114 210 8 
Bidford Gliding Centre 3 2 44 2 2178 2148 0 0 91 478 4 
Black Mountains Gliding Cluh 2 1 37 1 2578 2571l 3642 0 77 310 4 

Booker Glidi ng Club 6 9 85 5 8128 8128 10000 200000 221 1500 23 
BordNs Glitling Club 2 2 31 3 2149 2070 1938 0 104 75 5 
Bowland Fores t Gl iding Club 3 4 30 0 5096 0 2070 0 138 526 13 
Bristol & Gloucestershire Gliding Club 4 4 69 2 6078 1795 4436 0 194 460 14 
Bu ekminster Gl iding Club 3 1 22 1 3790 2129 1979 866 2 67 229 5 
lJurn Gliding Club 4 3 33 1 4739 13.14 2046 7100 119 42 1 6 
Cairngorm Gliding lub 2 0 11 1 ~98 8[10 929 GOO 41 73 3 
Cambridge Gl iding Clu b 5 5 67 2 8026 2285 6200 202000 239 1380 12 
CJrlton Moor Gliding Cl ub 1 1 0 0 375 0 54 0 11 14 0 
e Cha nnel Gliding Cl ub 2002 2 1 6 0 1827 0 217 0 41 249 3 
eConncl Gliding Club 2 0 7 0 0 0 0 0 4 0 0 
Cornish Gliding Club 2 2 4 1 763 614 323 0 35 1% 2 
Colswold Gl iding Club 3 4 50 0 7508 547 3133 0 180 380 15 
Da rtmoor Glid ing Society :I 2 17 0 22 04 0 307 0 62 11 3 6 
Dees irle Gliding Club 3 3 12 2 3607 3607 3849 35685 90 383 11 
eDenbigh Glidi ng Centre 3 1 15 0 3790 I SO 1650 3500 50 96 4 
Derby & Lanes Gliding Club 4 3 39 0 4919 0 255 1 5220 179 550 6 
eDevon & Somer et Gliding Club 4 1 43 1 627 1 532 23 17 8806 186 361 21 
Dorset Gl iding Club 2 2 16 1 1573 884 882 1500 45 128 2 
Dukeries Gliding Club 3 2 11 0 2102 0 2102 15">', 7 171 4 
Dumfries & Dist ri ct Gliding lub I 1 2 0 402 0 131 1 50 9 10 0 
Ea st Suss x Gliding Club 4 4 21 1 3404 10SH 111)5 5700 114 595 8 
Essex . Suffolk 4 4 35 0 4738 10 1947 14537 127 302 9 
Essex GI iding Club 4 3 25 I 25H2 849 ~72 0 79 ·315 4 
eHereJordshire Gliding lub 1 1 8 I b85 635 510 0 2J 75 1 
Highlilnd Gliding Club 1 1 16 0 1 ~r 4 729 1104 6000 43 1-6 7 
Imperiill College Gliding Club 1 2 0 0 551 216 192 0 24 26 4 
Kent Gliding Cluh 4 2 3.·1 1 5233 1272 1202 0 167 489 14 
La kes Gl iding Club 1 1 11 1 425 395 260 0 2b 45 0 
Lasha m Gliding Society 12 0 198 5 2224 1 7739 76 -1 86DOO 573 1631 62 
Lincolnshire Gliding Club 2 I 7 (I 2255 0 31[1 1637 45 61 2 
e London Gliding Club 7 5 127 4 17889 11927 712 8 278000 262 2054 12 
Mcndip Gl iding Cluh 1 1 12 2228 64 601 soon 70 375 :I 
Midland Gliding Club 4 4 41 1 8654 695 434(, 12794 166 109 19 
Needwood Forest Gliding Club 3 2 8 0 23 17 0 507 0 57 186 4 
Nene Va lley Gliding Club 2 2 19 0 2228 25 680 1750 53 11<) 8 
Newark & Notts Gliding Club 3 4 1 0 3421 155 732 0 55 200 4 
Norfolk Gliding Club 3 3 47 2 3764 2278 2894 1068.,0 14 1 287 14 
North Devon eliding Club 2 0 10 () 5b3 563 () 1000 13 190 1 
North Wales Gliding Club 2 2 4 0 1210 0 14B 0 2'i 65 a 
Northumbria Gliding Club 3 1 12 1 2508 5811 SilO 0 7l 19 7 7 
Oxford Gl iding Club 4 4 n () 45Jil I) 122 8 10430 90 42 8 14 
Oxfordshire Sportsflying Club 0 () G () 0 () 1390 15000 50 32 4 

Peterborough & Spalding Gliding Cluh 3 2 JO 2 1782 1782 142 5 () 63 342 7 
RattJesden Gliding Club 3 2 24 0 25B3 G1B 121 B 12356 68 lOB 10 
Sockv ille Vintage Gliding Clu b 1 6 6 1 192 180 300 0 10 0 1 
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OCTOBER 1, 2003 TO SEPTEMBER 30, 2004 


GLl DI,""G ( I UHS AIRCRAFT ALL ,",,0 OF HOURS KMS 
. 

MEMI3ERS HI P 
I f\UNCHES AEROTOWS FLOWN FL OW,,\) Full Estimated 

~ :c No. of No. of 
'" ol) 
.c .D ~ c Temporary Female
:J :J 0 "" 2­U u "­ ;.2 "­ Members J\I\ mbers 

Scollish Glidi ng Union 4 4 52 I 11572 1187 6700 0 273 598 17 

Shalbourne Soaring So ·iety 3 3 26 0 3822 0 1400 5000 90 350 7 

Shenington Gliding Club 4 4 41 0 7737 749 1750 5000 159 357 19 

Shropshire Soaring Group 0 0 8 1 265 265 366 1950 15 0 2 
oulh Wales 2 4 32 1 37% 996 0 75 00 102 367 6 

Southcfown Gliding Club 3 3 42 3 42 56 37 17 3980 47790 197 667 12 

Staifordshire Glidi ng Club 3 3 20 1 3611 674 1217 'JOOO 105 230 9 
Slr.1tford On Avon Gliding Club 4 4 26 0 5822 0 2152 264 17 12 1 465 14 

Strathclyde Gliding Club 1 1 4 0 110 0 11 0 13 15 0 

Su rrey & Hants Gliding Club 0 12 0 0 0 0 0 0 107 2 6 
Surrey Hills Gliding Club 5 3 5 0 4890 0 679 750 79 457 5 

Th e Motor Glider Centre 0 0 0 0 300 0 198 2000 18 0 I 

The Soaring Centre 5 6 105 3 10'J32 6672 u305 38553 45 789 32 

Trent Valley Gliding Club 3 3 18 1 3284 545 1123 12000 53 1 4 4 

Ulster Glidi ng Club 3 2 17 2 1826 1626 11 42 0 68 220 6 

Upward Bound Tru st Gliding Club 2 1 5 0 1210 0 3"12 400 23 30 2 

e Val e of Neath Gliding Club 2 1 3 1 185 169 137 [) 17 6 1 

Va le 01 White Horse Gliding lub 2 1 16 1 6114 684 7 2 72 00 37 70 2 

Ve lis Gliding Club 2 1 6 1 749 749 268 0 34 76 4 
Weiland Gliding Club 2 4 17 0 2118 220 678 0 64 180 9 
Windrush ers Gliding Club 5 3 16 1 15 98 245 485 0 70 'i8 8 

Wolds Gliding Club 4 3 41 2 7423 1479 35 1& 35 000 190 1200 7 

York Glidi ng Centre 4 J 24 2 49 18 3478 2541 12000 196 1090 15 

York sh ire Gliding Club 4 5 44 \ 503 7 17 17 4600 30000 160 263 9 

SECTION TOTALS 22 1 192 2003 71 269747 nn09 132 325 1291222 7374 24997 590 

CLUB TYPE: SERVICE 

e Ang lia Glid ing Club 2 2 8 0 2466 47 815 10067 2B 56 2 

Bannerdown Gliding Cl ub 4 3 22 0 3449 39 1714 13 153 85 , 143 4 

. Cleveland Gliding Club 2 3 11 2 153 0 'J16 11 00 12000 52 40 4 

Cram·vell Gliding Clun 3 4 14 1 2237 314 1273 7009 61 156 10 

. Crusaders Gliding Club 3 1 1 0 2603 10 366 0 36 1 3 

F nland Gliding Club 2 2 - 0 11106 0 547 4299 27 46 1 

Four Counlies Gliding Club 3 3 10 I 3894 52 4 1840 283 02 42 0 3 
e Fulrnar Gliding Club 2 1 2 1 27 1 183 139 540 1() 27 4 

Heron Gliding ·Iub 2 1 4 1 'J76 100 350 4000 31 47 2 

e Kestrel Gliding lub 2 2 5 0 1381 0 45 7 9965 24 108 0 

Kondor Gliding Cluh :I .1 1 0 0 0 0 0 37 0 3 
Portsmouth Nava l Glid ing Club 5 5 17 3 5446 2656 1553 17253 181 152 5 

RAF GSA Centre 6 7 11 3 10931.1 34B2 3628 18R79 74 116 0 

SeahalVk Gl iding Club 1 3 5 1 1219 352 272 0 28 0 2 

e Wrekin Gliding Cluh 3 4 G 1 2604 731 864 5500 82 0 (, 

Wyvern Gliding Club 3 3 8 0 S7Bl 126 1691 13095 64 67 5 

SECTION TOTALS 48 47 130 14 46601 94110 16609 144062 86B 969 54 

CIV1L1AN CLUB TOTAL 221 192 20 13 71 269747 87709 132325 1291222 7374 24997 584 

GRAND TOTAL 269 239 2133 85 31(d4fl 97Hl9 148934 143 5284 8242 25%6 644 

e Last yeor's fi gures 

April - May 2005 61 



BGA Badges 
No Pilot Ctub (place of flight DateAccident/incident summaries by Dave Wright If different to ctub) 

AIRCRAFT DATE PILOT(S) 


Ref Type BGANo Damage Time Place Age Injury P1 Hours FAI 750KM DtPLOMA 


092 ASW 20 WriteOlf 13-Aug-04 Milton 58 Serious 300 14 John McWilliam €cottish Gliding Centre 2319/04 


1530 Keynes 


The pilot lost height and had to make a field landing. The glider crashed into the field boundary hedge, destroYing the cockpit area DIAMOND BADGE 


and much 01 the rest of the airframe. Another pilot saw the wrecked aircraft, landed nearby, and administered aid to the 688 David Smith Deeside 4/9/04 


seriously injured pilot until the emergency services arrived. Subject to a BGA Investigation. 689 Mark Roberts Anglla (Aboyne) 4/10104 


690 Glen Alison Booker (A boyne) 4110104 

093 LS8 4469 Write Off 13-Aug-04 Little 49 Serious 691 Dominic Hope ESC (Btoemfontein) 4/ 11 /04 

1633 Lindford, Bucks 

During a competilion flight the pilot attempted to climb away but had to make a landing in a nearby field upwind of his position. Diamond distance 

During manoeuvring he lost speed. hit trees and destroyed the glider. He sustained serious injuries and was evacuated to I-lOt 5 Robert Robertson Btack Mountains 2516104 

hospital. 1-1016 Gten Alison Booker 617104 

1-1017 Dominic Hope ESC (Btoemfontein) 4/11 /04 

094 Ventus 2C nla Minor 07 -Aug-04 Nympsfield None 1055 

On a final gtide on a competition task the pilot was flying low at an airspeed of about 115Kt. Just before crossing the finish line Diamond goal 

the glider encountered turbufence and was seen to dewlap a slight PIO leading to the fuselage hitting the ground. The glider was 2-3054 Mark Botwinski Lasham 2215/04 

climbed to 400ft before making a short circuit and normal landing. 2-3055 Martyn Hayden London 2516104 

2-3056 Tessa Whiting Shenington (Tlbenham) 21/8/04 

095 Astir 77 4677 Minor t3-Jul-04 Nr Aviemore 49 None 151 2-3057 Claudia Buengen Oxford 21/8/04 

1635 

While attempting a Silver distance Ilight the lift stopped working and so the pilot chose a cut grass field with trees on the Diamond height 

approach. As the glider landed on the undulating surface the left wing touched Ihe surface causing a ground-loop. 3-1633 David Smith Deeside 419104 

3-1634 Paul Gelsthorpe BGGC (Sutton Bank) 2619/04 

096 SZD Junior 4618 Minor 25-Jul-04 Challock 34 None 2 3-1635 Mark Roberts Anglia (Aboyne) 4110104 

1130 3-1636 Jamie Sage Wyvern (Aboyne) 4/10104 

The pilot felt he was undershooting on the final approach and so slightly closed the airbrakes to compensate. The glider bounced 3-1637 Glen Alison Booker (Aboyne) 4/ 10104 

upon landing, ballooned steeply and stalled before the pilot coutd get the nose down to regain speed. The resulting heavy landing 

caused minor damage to the fuselage gel coal. GOLD BADGE 

2348 John Klunder DLGC (Aboyne) 22/9/04 

097 SZD Junior 3418 Minor 31-Jul-Q4 Challock 57 None 2349 Mike Rubin Lasham (Aboyne) 5110/04 

1030 2350 Atastair Mackenzie Burn (Aboyne) 4/ 10104 

At the start of the aerotow launch the wingtip runner reteased when he could run no faster and immediatefy the other wing 2351 Ken Moules Wyvern (Aboyne) 5/10/04 

dropped on to the ground. The glider turned downstope and ran away, with no sign of the wheelbrake being applied, until it hit 2352 David Keith Shenington (A boyne) 5110/04 

the perimeter fence and ditch. 2353 Tim Webb Hatton (Aboyne) 24/9104 

2354 Mark Erlund Buckminster (Millield) 1110/04 

098 LS8 3440 Minor 05-Aug-04 Husbands 59 None 2355 Stephen Baker Lasham 1110104 

1630 Bosworth 2356 Mark Roberts Anglia (Aboyne) 1/10/04 

On a competition flight the pilot encountered heavy rain and zero visibility. After initially losing control he managed to regain some 2357 Mike Collett Booker (Millield) 28110104 

control using the compass and ASI and tin ally saw the ground at about 850ft and reached a nearby airfield. He made a heavy 2358 Pete Dixon 4 Counties (Portmoak) 2219/04 

landing with water ballast on board and the undercarriage collapsed. 2359 Andrew DurSlon Portsmouth (Aboyne) 4/10104 

099 DG-800B G-BXSH Minor 	 05-Aug-04 Nr Naseby 44 None Gold height 

Motorglider 1700 Adrian Noble Halton (Aboyne) 24/9/04 

On a competition lIight the motorglider pilot encountered rain and, having selected some stubble fields. continued to look for Michael Sorley Ulster (Portmoak) 21 19/04 

lift until at 400ft above the ground he attempted to start his engine. It would not start and so with it extended, wet wings and Leslie Ladomery Sconish • 22/7/04 

airspeed too low he landed heavily upslope in his field , collapsing the undercarriage. Russel t Fletcher Lasham (Aboyne) 2619/04 

100 SZD Junior 4618 Minor 	 21-Aug-04 Nr Challock 53 None 125 

1435 


During a cross-country flight the pilot encountered sink and so picked a suitable looking cut grass field in plenty of time. Atter 


finding some lift he made an approach over tall trees and landed rather faster than he wished, bounced and then slewed around 
 ' h e ningto.'\ 

the port winglip. Inspection showed the surface to be very rough, hidden by the recent cuI. 
 -{ G;/idiV\9 

ClubS
101 ASW 19 2282 Write Off 	 21-Aug-Q4 Stow 23 None 


1500 on Ihe Wold 
 Shenington Gliding Club offers Individual Tuition 

Atter picking a field the pilol continued to look lor thermals coming off a nearby town. Finding Sink he flew a very low circuit 
 with Bruno Brown. SpecialiSing in: 


around the field and a very low final turn. Atter the turn he looked down at the airspeed and failed to round out before impacting 
 CONFIDENCE BUILDING COURSES 
on the nose at over 50kts. The cockpit was destroyed but the pilot was unharmed. INSTRUaOR WORK UP TRAINING 

GROUND STUDIES IN ALL GLIDING ASPECTS 
102 ASW 20L M5 Substantial 	 24-Jul-04 North Hill None 2148 All co urses will be tailored to your own requirements 

1800 but will include: 


A very experienced instructor was carrying out his first lIight in this type of glider. Allhough he was experienced in lIapped gliders 
 ,( STALL APPRECIATION AND SPtN AWARENESS 
,( LAUNCH ,FAtLURE RECOVERY TRAINtNGhe may have benefited from a full type briefing. On the approach he appears to have mishandled the lIaps, causing the glider to 
,( UNDERSTANDING THE DANGERS OF LOW FLYtNG 

sink rapidly into an undershoot field, which substantially damaged the glider. 
"SAFETY THROUGH KNOWLEDGE" IS GOOD 

SAFETY THROUGH103 K-13 3584 Write Off 	 06-Aug-04 Booker 58 Minor 452 

1745 	 Serious 0 UNDERSTANDING IS BETTER 
After take off on aerotow and at a height of between 50 and 100lt, the glider became too high above the tug and was jel1isoned Talk to Bruno on 
by the tug pilol. The glider is believed to have lIown an abbreviated circuit , bounced, stalled and struck the ground nose first with 


considerabte force. Both pilots were injured, the P2 seriously. 
 01295 722228 
www.glidetrain_com 

continued opposite e-mail: brunobrown@tes(o.net 
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No Pilot Club (place olllight Date 

II different to club) Accident/incident summaries continued 

AIRCRAFT DATE PILOT(S) 

John Klunder DLGC (Aboyne) 22/9104 ReI TYpe BGA No Damage TIme Place Age Injury PI Hours 

Malcolm Kerley Kent (Aboyne) 1/10104 104 DG-200-17 Minor -Aug-04 Incident Rpt 53 • None 

Bnan Tansley Kent (Aboyne) 1/10104 This ground handling Incident took place when an emergency services vehicle was attending the scene of a serious glider 

Mike Rubin Lasham (Aboyne) 5/10104 accidenl (See report No.113) . The vehicle dragged the launch cable across two gliders which sustained minor damage. (See also 

Alaslalr Mackenzie Burn (Aboyne) 4/10/04 report NO.1 05). 

Ken Moules Wyvern (Aboyne) 5/10104 

David Keith Shenington (Aboyne) 5110/04 105 ASW27 Minor -Aug-04 Incident Rpt 60 None ­

Tim Webb Halton (Aboyne) 24/9/04 This ground handling incident took place when an emergency services vehicle was attending the scene of a serious glider 

f,;'ark Erlund Buckminster (Millield) 1/10104 acoident (See report No.113). The vehicle dragged the launoh cable across two gliders which sustained minor damage. (See also 

Brian Allen DLGC (A boyne) 24/9/04 repot No.1 04). 

Slephen Baker Lasham 1/ 10/04 

Mark Roberls Anglia (Aboyne) 1/10104 106 Std Cirrus 2022 Minor 07-Aug-04 Sandhill Farm 61 None 269 

AndyVidion Nonolk (Easterton) 25/9/04 1255 

Mike Collett Booker (Milf ield) 28/10/04 The pilot had problems with the glider's Hotetier connection but afler derigging and lubricalion il seemed secure during thorough 

Pete Dixon 4 Counties (Portmoak) 2219104 positive control checks. However an aileron connection came apart during the ground run of the aerotow. The pilot chose to pull 

Andrew Durston Portsmouth (Aboyne) 4/10104 off at about 200ft and land ahead in a small held. No problem was found with the connector. 

Gotd distance 107 Skylark 3 Write Off -Jul-04 Incident Rpt 47 None 55 

Chris Reed Rattlesden 21 /8104 The glider was being towed backwards down the runway using a dolly under the tailskid. While towing at about 5mph, fhe glider 

Mark Botwinski Lasham 2215/04 seems to have been hit by a strong side"9us\, This resulted in the lailskid failing. The tail moved sideways. snapping the fuselage. 

Martyn Hayden London 25/6/04 

Claudia Buengen Oxlord 21 /8/04 108 K-13 4284 Minor 09-Jul-04 Aston Down 54 None 0.2 

Christopher Ramshorn Cambridge 718104 1145 

Having soloed a year previously the pilol attended another flying course and had penormed competently so was again cleared for 

SILVER BADGE solo. On this occasion the glider was seen to round out slightly too high and the pilot reacted by lowering the nose which struck 

11470 Nicholas Sarel Dorset 3118104 Ihe ground. followed by the tail , causing minor damage. Further check flights were OK. 

11471 Douglas Every Dorset 1519/04 

11472 Clark Bain Bowland Forest 21/9/04 109 K-21 None - May-04 Incident Rpt 64 None 48 

11473 David Crimmins Kent 15/9/04 1250 

11474 Gerard Phillips Lasham 15/9/04 The pilot experienced a failed winch launch at about 5-60011 due to a broken Olfur ring. He thought he had enough room to land 

11475 Kevin Maher Chillerns 21 /8/04 ahead but allowed the speed to build up and touched down 20 yards from the end of the ainield. The glider ran on into deep crop. 

11476 Matt Beasley Wyvern 4/9/04 which fortunately stopped the glider in time to avoid the boundary lence. 

11477 Luke Cooper-Berrylmperial College 2419/04 

11478 Nicholas Woods ESC 1519104 110 Janus 2B 4348 Substantial OB-Aug-04 Parham 48 Minor 157 

11479 ChrisWorral Derby & Lancs 1519/04 t224 61 Minor 967 

11480 Richard Selry Cotswold 3018103 During a dual flight of this recently acquired syndicate glider, PI allowed the approach speed to become too low for the turbulent, 

lt481 Richard Gerrard Booker 6/8/04 crosswind conditions. P2, a more experienced pilot, felt unabte to comment as he had not flown the type before and had limited 

11482 Mike Bell Cambridge 25/10/04 experience with flaps. The glider stalled in heavily from about 1011 in the Ilare. 

11483 Carlos Ingram-Luck Four Counties 2214103 

11484 Paul Barnett ESC 111 Janus 2B 4348 Minor 04-Aug-04 Parham None 

1700 None 

BGA CROSS-COUNTRY DIPLOMA The syndicate two-seat glider was being aerotowed when the rope broke at about 150ft over trees. P2, who was more 

Pt 1 Ward Hills Cambridge 1/9/04 experienced than PI, although not a member of the syndicate, took control and turned back to the ainield. Rather than land 

Pt 1 Barclay Dutson Cambridge 2419/04 downwind he chose to make a very low circuit and 'arrived' in a maize crop field. 

Pt 1 Christopher Arthur York 718/04 

112 K-8 1502 Minor 30-Jul-04 Denbigh 37 Minor 12 

The K-8 pilot was launched following a Capstan two-seater. He lost sight of the other glider ahead of him in the circuit until it 

appeared below him on linals. He pulled back to avoid it and Ihe glider dropped a wing as it stalled in just behind another glider in 

the launch queue. 

113 SZD Puchacz3949 Write Off 26-Aug-04 Camp hill 21 Minor 500GLIDER 1225 55 Minor 180 

This was a training llight for a solo pilot and, after a simulated practice cable break at height, the glider was flown on to the ridge 

for hill soaring practice. Alter about 20 minutes in patchy lift PI decided to do some ridge running_ Flying below ridge height he hit INSTRUMENTS the hill with a wing, which snapped off, and the glider crashed inverted_ 

(M. G. Hutchinson) 
114 K-8 None -May-04 Incident Rpt - None 

1443 

This incident took place during a winch launch when the engine suffered a total loss of power. The cabte coutd not be wound in PZL, Winter and Smiths Instruments 
and it drifted down outside the airfield and across a road. A previous repair to a faulty exhaust silencer had caused the power loss. 

repaired and overhauled, 
115 K-13 None 17-Aug-04 Ridgewell NoneContact us with your requirements, 

0800 

The K-13 had been rigged on the Sunday but not flown . On the Monday a daily inspection and positive control checks were 

carried out before the glider Ilew all day. The next day's inspection found one drag pin lying In the bottom of the fuselage and the 

other did not have Ihe safety clip in position. 
Write or phone: 

Tanfield' 

Shobdon 
 116 PA25 G-DSGC Substantial 19-Jun-04 North Hill None 

Pawnee Tug 1405Nr. Leominster 
The pilot parked the tug into wind. across the slope with the brakes off. He placed a tyre chock alongside the tailwheel to prevent 

it moving downhill. Later, a strong crosswind gust moved the tail past the chock and the tug ran down the slope and into a parked 
Herefordshire HR6 9LX 

Tel: 01568 708 368 
glider (the tug pil,,'·s!) . damaging both aircrall. continued overleaf 
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AccidenUincident summaries continued 

t17 Discus 4120 Substantial t 5-Sep-04 Gransden 26 None 53 

t338 Lodge 

The pilot look his second winch launch 01 the day in the moderate crosswind conditions. During the early part 01 the launch he 

saw the cable chute opening and ctosing and decided to release at about 30fl. He banked to avoid the chute causing a wing tip 

to catch on the ground and spin the glider backwards into the ground, snapping the fuselage. 

118 Dart 17R 1330 Substantiat 15-Aug-04 Nr Easterton 51 None 636 

1510 

The experienced pilot took his glider into cloud and climbed to 5 ,OOOft using the artificial horizon (AH). He was then distracted by 

brighter cloud above him and 10S1 control . Speed and 'g' increased and the AH toppled. He belatedly opened lhe airbrakes and 

exited the cloud in a banked dive. He saw cracks in the wings but chose not to bailout. 

119 ASW 24 4303 Minor 01-Aug-04 Nr Ledbury 27 None 

1734 

The competition pilot chose a large grass lield 10 land in. On landing up Ihe slighl slope with a slightlallwind, lull wheelbrake was 

applied bUllhe pilot was unable to hold Ihe wings level lor long enough to prevent a wing catching in a small strip 01 long grass. 

The resulting groundlocp caused minor damage to one aileron. 

120 K-13 None Incident Rpt - None 

None 

During a soaring lIight the inslructor noticed increasingly 'notchy' aileron controls and so made a precautionary landing at a 

microlight strip . Inspection lound that the starboard bell crank was the cause of the problem. This wing had been subject 10 a 

major rebuild some five years ago but had operated normally unlil now. The investigation continues . 

121 DG-800B G-MSIX Minor 03-Sep-04 Quainton 73 None 1821 

Motorglider 1500 Bucks 

The pilot tried 10 start the motorglider's engine at about 1.30Oft without success due to a popped circuit breaker hidden by carpet. 

His chosen field lurned out to be downhill so he changed to an upsloping one. This was steeper than expected and had ridges. 

which broke the undercarriage. 

122 Super Blanik - None 25-Jun-04 Incident Rpt 75 Minor 

1500 

The glider was lowed back to Ihe launchpoinl behind a car. On arrival the person walking wilh the nose ollhe glider opened the 

canopy and pulled the release. The driver heard the release pulled and drove oN without confirming it had released. The glider 

lurched forward. knocking Ihe nose walker 10 the ground. 

The Cambridge Winter Lectures 2004/5 
Venue: Cambridge GC Clubhouse, Gransden lodge A/F 


Time: Friday evenings at 8 p.m. 

NEW: Servery and bar opens 7 p.m. 


4th Feb - Simon Adlard - BGA: Training , safety and sfalistics 
The SGA Nalional Coach describes Ihe curren t thinking on tratning and 
train ing methods and then motes on to salety, sta ti stics and ho,-" to 
avoid becoming one. 

18th Feb - Anthony Edwards : The Sigfrid Club and Iriends 
Slglrld Neumann's teaCl1ing touched a vast number 01 pilots past and 
present. TheArmchair Pilot (a lormer CUGC Presldemand its archivist) 
recalls Siglrid 's ssociation "'ith eGC and CUGC. This will also be the 
Inaugural meeting 01 the Siglrid Club which Is Intended to provide 
lormer or less active pilots a monthly lorum at the clubhouse. 
Extended armchair airmanship tasks are Widely anticipated. 

4th Mar - Peter Claiden - The Air Accident In,esligation Branch 
Peter describes the ',.ork 01 the AAIS plus its interaction '.'lith the 
Gl id ing MOvelll6nt. As a LGC pi lot he will also share ideas 01 promoting 
salety a'l,'areness. 

18th Mar - Bill Brown - Pathfinder Force at Gran,den 1944/5 
MOSQUito pilot Bill Brown reminisces over his time at Gransden Lodge 
with 142 squadron. ThiS talk will supported by aclual Site plans, 
nu merous slides and Immediately post war recordings 01 actual ground 
and air ra dio transmjssions. 

Located 10 miles W 01 Cambridge , all the B1046 , between 
Lt. Gransden & Longstowe. For latest details see w.,.,.glide.co.uk or 
contact 01767 677077 

123 SZD Puchacz 4938 Minor 12-Sep-04 Nympsfield 46 None 350 

1155 20 None 4 

During Ihe 'boxing the tug' exercise the student flew the glider to the extreme right then. as he moved back to the centreline. a 

bow in the rope developed. PI prompted that they should wait lor the bow to pull oul. The resulting snatch broke the weak link at 

the tug end and the rope flew back and hit the canopy and the glider's lin and tailplane. 

124 ASW 19B 3585 Substantial 24-Sep-04 Dunstable 60 None 250 

1130 

During the early stages of an aerotow the glider's wing dropped and the pilot could not raise it so he released. It appears likely 

that he applied excessive wheelbrake after release. which raised the tail signiticantly. When the tail dropped it broke the aft 

section of the fuselage. 

GLIDER/AIRCRAFT 

INSURANCE? 


Contact: 

Tony Fidler 


Glider pilot for 35+ years 

40+ years insurance 


experience 

Telephone/fax/write to: 

ANTHONY FIDLER & CO 
INSURANCE CONSUL TANTS 
27 High Street, Long Sutton 

Spalding, Lines PE12 90B 


Tel: 01406 362462 

Fax: 01406 362124 
. 

125 K-13 2861 Minor 15-Aug-04 Ridgewell 57 None 124 

1630 None o 
During a trial lesson winch launch PI decided that the speed was too low and so released at about 300ft. He landed ahead but, 

due to the short distance available, and not helped by the sludent pulling back on the stick, had to ground loop Ihe glider causing 

minor damage to a wing tip skid. The headwind had also dropped from 1 Oktto calm. 

126 Grab Twin II 2676 Substantial 27-Aug-04 Mallon None 305 

1440 None 1751 

During a two-seater compelition the pilots had to make a field landing so chose a large stubble lield. After a normal circuitlhe 

glider lost speed during the descent through the wind gradient and dropped a wing on to the ground, causing a severe ground ­

loop that caused severe damage to the rear luselage. 

127 K-21 Minor -Sep-04 Incident Rpt 51 None 201 

1100 26 None o 
Aller a practice cable break exercise the student remained in the glider as it was retrieved because of the strong winds . It was 

towed behind a vehicte down a steep slope where it started to overrun. It appears that the student pulled on the cable release 

rather than the airlwheelbrake and the glider ran into the vehicle. 

128 ASW 20L 4627 Write-ON 09-Jul-04 La Molte Fatal 

FATAL ACCtDENT in France. Subject to a French Investigation. 

ROYAL DEESIDE 

WAVE GLIDING SPECIAL 

at the 

Loch Kinord Hotel *** 
~.I'. S. 

NS7' 04.590' 
IVl)Cl2' 

5;i,69')' 

Only l.) miles 

from the 
OEESIDE 

GLIDING 


CLUB 


7 NIGJrrs BED and BREAKFASTfrmll £llOpp 
Offering t.:omi()rt abk: an.:ummodatio n, good food, 

and a rin t: selection o f Malt Whisky to enjoy heside 
coal fires. (Daily rates available) 

FURTHER GROUP DISCOUNTS FOR PARTIES 10+ 

Telephone 013398 85229 
www.lochkinord.com 
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'~THE SURREY HILLS GLIDING CLUB 
BGA M3 FACILITYat Kenley Airfield, Kenley, Surrey ~~~ is seeking a 

CLUB MANAGER/CFI 
This is a full time position. Mondays to Fridays only 


The successful candidate must have good organisational 

skills, a full category Instructor's rating and should prefer­


ably have a motor glider rat ing (or be willing to 

obtain one ). 


Salary and other conditions by negotiation and 
according to qualifications. 

For further information, ~mail marccorrance@yahoo.co.uk 

For more information about the club, 

see www.southlondongliging.co.uk 


FOR SALE 


Nimbus 3 Turbo 26,5m ( 112 share) Built 1984, 1900 hours, 
Private hangar, always rigged, New instruments with 
Cambridge 302, Cambridge 303, Ipaq, Rad io, Oxygen, 
Parachute, C of A March, Tow out gear & Trai ler, Accident Free, 
Excellent example. Lasham based. This is the ideal sJluation 
always rigged & partner thai Ilys very Iltile 112 share £19,250 
Contact Bill Hosie (M) 07788425443 (H I 01823277911 

Venlus 2CT, 2002. View for immediate sale first week 01 April. 
For lur1her delalls please conlacl Sieve Jones tel, 01488 71774 

Discus B Turbo 1989 low hours , good condition, one owner 
from new, camp panel. excellent one man rig. Cobra trailer. 
L!ilck@virgin ,nelor078t2 108 588, 

Only three pilots have 1I0wn more than 20,750 triangles, and the 
other two do not fly in cloud. You could be number four, but you 
will need a Nimbus 3 and 57 years, so you had better get 
star1ed now, Tel: 01492 585130 

VENTUS 2CT, Excellent condition, Full competition panel, 
UNav, GPSNav, Palm Nav, A1H, TIS, Becker Radio, Trailer. 
Rigging aids, tow out gear. New ColA, 
!olwmo\llano@virQin,nel Tel: 01622 735063 07766572780 

Midland Gliding Club has an ASK21 and a Discus B for 
sale, The ASK 21 ELE recenlly relinrshed, Both ollered wilh 
new C of A. Offers invited. Detail s a.t 
www.longmynd.comIHTML_pageslgliders_for. sale.htm or 
telephone Chris Ellis 01691 622788, 

TruTrak Turn & Bank ­
solid-state, reliable, 


instant-on, 

battery friendly, 


inexpensive. 

Also: Borgelt, 


Cambridge, Microair, 

Plantronics, Tasman.www.oxaero.com 

ALL TYPES OF WORK UNDERTAKEN 

PFA RATINGCotswold Gliders 
http://wwwcotswoldgliders,co,uk 

HIGH QUALITY SPECIALIST WORK IN 
Carbon, kevlar and glassfibre, wood and metal, Alloy airframe repairs a speciality, 


All types of repair work undertaken, from minor trailer rash to large insurance claim, 

KestrellLibelle rudder and aileron drive rebuilds, also NOT testing of rudder drive , 


Engine overhaul, Engine approval, Machining facilities for wing pins, axles, etc, Tig welding, 

If you require any of the above services, please contact us on any of the following 

Tel: Workshop 01993 779380 Fax 01993 779380 

Email: office@cotswoldgliders.co.uk 


Mobile No, 07944 885117 

or The Old Dairy, High Cogges Farm, High Cogges, Witney, axon. 0X29 GUN 


NIMBUS 2B 1/3 share lor sale, Based Sutton Bank_ £3500, 
Tel: 01904 612782, (m) 0794t 852186 

Nimbus 3 Turbo, 25.5m , german registration, 4635 hours, 874 
launches, standard instruments, cambridge 302 with intergral­
ed logger, becker 320t radio, General condition 01 Ihe gilder 
and of gel coal are very good. Comes with Anschau Kame! 
Iraller and ground handing equipmenL Price 66 000 Euro, 
Please contact lor furltler information gieter schneller@gmx de 

Duo Discus 1i91h share In 802 based Nympslield, Hassle free 
syndicate, very good condition, fully instrumented, T hangar and 
Jaxida covers. £36 per month sub. £6500. i-fack@vin;lin,net or 
07812 108 588, 

SZD·55 (1991) 11 90h, 340st in excellent condition, complete 
competition package, originally aeryl painted. new canopy, 
SR940+GP940+electric compass, Bohli, Becker, bugwlpers, 
AVionic-trailer: &!!D,Q,NulI!Jlillill@ru).)'[)'.ti (Finland) 

DISCUS BT 1990, 775 hours, Cobra Trailier, Full Instrument 
panel, Winglets, Nose+Belly hooks, EW, Oxygen, Towing kit, 
one man rigging kit elc, 43k, Tel: Steve Jones Ot488 71774, 
07774 429404, 

SKYLARK IV BGA 1121 Red and While lips, One syndicate 
from new. Fully equipped. New ColA. Trailer needs attention, 
SUitable as Hangar al presenL View Long Mynd, Oilers, Bob 
Neill 01536 770861 Email: bobneil!@sagain·!mne),CoJ.!h 

Property for sale in Central France. Adjacent to Le Blanc air­
field with launching available 7 days a week during the. summer 
months. the region is known for it's excellent soaring conditions. 
Beautiful old stone farm property comprising:- Two bedroom cot­
tage completely renovated, large 3 bedroom house with excep­
tional style of renovation requiring finishing to your own taste and 
large barn with outbuildings. The property is situated in a small 
hamlet close to the airlield and town with all amenities. All the 
buildings are in original stone with ancient Oak timbers and in 
excellent condition. For Sale privately for only 187,OOOeuros. 
For further details email bospreckley@compuserve com 

Diamant 18 easy to Ily high performance 1:45 glider early solo 
to 500K + Aluminium trailer, Rigging aids, 1 man tow out. 
Borgelt lIighl director, Artificial Horizon, Turn and Slip, Winter 
Vano, Becker Radio, Oxygen and Parachute. Excellent condi­
tion, never broken. Same syndicate for the past 13 years 
£7500,00 ono Call Jefl on 07831 399055 or 01234 346894 

ASW 17 Elegance in FlighLYour chance to own the world'S 
most beautiful sai lplane. Excellent handling, superb perform­
ance. Complete outl it i'ncludes a metal trailer, Borgelt and 
Winter varios, Microatr radio, Garmin GPS,EWD logger and one 
man rigging gear.£16,000,~~UL~~ 
12&= 01202 897672 

VENTUS 2CT IBM With Inslrumenls and neWish Shrrenewton 
Lilt Top Trailer. For further details Tel: 01264 500655 or Nick 
01892 890533 

DISCUS CS, 1992, low hours, good conditio n, ColA 10 
December 2005, lift -up instrument pane l, winglets, tail wheel. 
Cobra trailer. £30000 Tel: 0 1823 324157 or 01392 461466 

Omarama, New Zea.land. Return Container space for 15m 
glider av ailable lor 2005106 season, Contact 
lohn,Qorrrnge@bllleyonderco l!h 07831 556958 

BRITISH MEDICAL PILOTS ASSOCIATION 

II you have, or still do, love to fly 

High up in Ihe clear blUe sky 

Doctor, dentist, vet or nurse 

We welcome you to join with us 

For further details contact www bmoa.ora uk 

Bronze & Beyond 
A glider pilot's guide 

What every British cross-country 
pilot should know from airspace 

to weather. 
Available from larger gliding clubs and 

direct from: 
www.mccullagh.demon.co.uklbronze.htm 

ONTUR 2005 FLYING STARTS IN MARCH o Cross Country Courses 

For details of ho w you can e njoy o Large Club Fleet 

the wonderfu l experience o f Southern Spain. go to OOn-site Chalets 

o Group Membership Rates www.soaringclub.com 
OOnly 100km from Alicante 

or telephone +34 667 554 102 
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• • • • 

DISCUS 2a for sale 
1999, 993hrs, 416 launches, full instrumentation, 


wing covers, oxygen, towout gear, parachute. 

No accidents, excellent condition. New C of A, 


ready to ny. 

£41,500 ovno 


billkronfeld@hotmail.com • lei: 01329 635229 


FOR SALE 

2002 Ventus 2ax 


Perfect condition ,acing machine. No off field landings. 
Only 170 hours tolallime. Ilec SNI OB f1ighl compuler. 
Volkslogger GPS/dala logger. Sage model CVA vario 
with averager. Mountain High EDS oxygen system. 
Dittel FSG 71 M radio. Relief tube. Tail ballast tank. 
Cobra trailer (fibreglass) with complete tow out gear. 
Trailer stored in hangar. PRICE: $85,000. 

Chris Woods 
(415) 435-7756 • woods4533@sbcglobal.net 

ASW20, ColA March 2005, complete outfit including Anschau 
Trailer (like Comet), GPS, Parachute. Flight Computer, tow out 
gear. Excellent Conditions. only privately owned, no accidents, 
612, Ilights, 1634 hrs. £16.500, Tel. Ot889565168 

WANTED 

T21 b Sedbergh in good condition , prelerably with RAF 
cotour theme. Contact Ken Ueyama E·mail 
airp!aoemanjac@holmailcomor Les Hay 01132502649 

K6E Wanted. Details email K.6synd@tesco net or Tet : 01926 

853985 


PIK 200 Number 414. Have you seen this gtider? Previously 
flown at Essex Gliding Club out 01 North Weald. I am currently 
trying to track down the present owner as pan 01 research for 
book. Can you help? e-mail: p.mckeozjebrow.U@.btinlernetcom 

Wanted 2 x Full Cat tnslructors at Sullon Bank. Contracts 

available immediatety lor 6, 12 or 18 months. Prefer BGA 

MGIR and Tug Pilot. Potential for the best candidate to 

become CFI. Also, Tug Pilot lor 2005 summer season. 

Apply in writing with CV to David Watson, Yorkshire Gliding 

Club, Sullon Bank, Thirsk, Nonh Yorkshire, Y07 2EY or emait 

secrelary@YQcbQ~ for further delails. 


Servicing, maintenance, C's of A, 
and rebuilds on composites, wood & metal, 

II mike@sky4aviation .co .uk 
www.sky4aviation.co .uk 

01 9 6 036 

MObile: 07810 517916 


Branso:xnbe Mlield,Branscombe, Devon EX12 3BL 


MASON RESTORATION 

@. ~ ill 
Glider and Motorglider 


CofA Inspections 

Weight and Balance 


Repairs and Refinishing on 

Wood and Glassfibre 


27 Kellett Gate, Low Fulney, 

Spalding, Lines PE12 6EH 


Pbone: Dave Mason 01775 723737 

Email: silent.f1ight@virgin.net 


THE SURREY HILLS GLIDING CLUB 
at Kenley Airfield, Kenley, Surrey 

Requires 

INSTRUCTORS 
lor Summer '05 


Basic to Full Cat (M.G.R. an advantage). 


We also require a 

WINCH DRIVER 
with mechanical experience. 

Stan Dates lor all vacancies April '05 

For further information, email marccorrance@vahoo co,uk 


For more information about the ctub, 

see www,sQuthlondonglldioa co uk 


TOWBARS TO TRUST--.-­
• EC Type Approvc..-d bars use all cor manufacturer:!. FiMing poinh 
• Fitting docs not offect the vehicle worronty 
• 	 Ufetim~ guarantee unde r the Witter Shield of Safety 

See Yellow Poges fo r your n(..'Orcsl spcciali~1 fitter or stocki st. 
WITTER TOWBARS, CHESTER CHS 2NY 


TeL 01 2.114 284500 • Web: W'WW.wittedowborHo.uk 


Hang Gliding Hot Air Ballooning 

45 minules from Geneva. Les Carroz high 
in the French Alps. Fully equipped 
apartment with garage. Sleeps 4/5. 

Enquiries: Tel & Fax: 01797 252458 

Mob:7747 894493 


For Sale 

EW Avionics 


As a full going concern, including full production rights, all repair and backup, very large well documented 
client dala base. This business has been a very successful company with good regular annual profits over 
Ihe last 14 years. 

Due to other business commitments the presenl owner feels that he cannot devote the time to the company 
that it deserves and is willing to sell the company to a suitable person or company. Ideally il requires a 
person who comes from an engineering background that also understands computers and small electronic 
devices. II would be perfect for someone who is semi retired but wants to keep busy and involved wilh 
gliding and ballooning. Alternatively due to its superb track record of producing quality reliable electronics il 
would be perfect for a company entering the gliding market with new equipmenl and ideas. 

For any flUrther delails please contact the proprietor 

Wayne Richards on 01628 477999 or 07950029424, 
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Skycraft Services ... . . .. . .• • • . , . . . " . . .. .48 

Skylaunch . .•• , , . , . . . . ...6 

Soar Minden . . . . . . . . . . . .....23 

Soaring Oxford ... .... .. , . . ... .54 

South down Aero Services . . .. .... _ . . ...45 

Southern Sailplanes ..........OBC 

Southern Soaring (Omarama) ....10 

Surrey Hills GC ... . 65, 66 

Stemme Motor Gliders .... •••• , • . . . ..10 

TaskNav . .• • . ••• . .42 

The Scottish Gliding Centre .. . _ • _ • • • • . . ..32 

The Soaring Centre. . . , ... . . .....14 

Wells Design ... ... . ... . . • • • , , • . . . .....6 

Witter .,., . . . .. . . . " • •• . " .. .66 

York Gliding Centre. . .. . .. . • . •• _• • . . • . . . . 11 

Yorkshire Gliding Club. ....•.. . .. .33 

Zulu Glasstek Ltd .... . , . , , ...39 


AUSTRALIA - 1000km flights 

Lake Keepit Soaring Club 


Our friendly Club and year-round good gliding conditions 
will ensure memorable flying, for X-Country or first solo. 

Contact Sandra Mitchell. E-mail keepitsoaring@bigpond.(om 

<mailto: keepitsoaringObigpond.com> 


Web info: www.users.bigpond.com/keepitsoaring 

<http://www.users.bigpond.(omlkeepitsoaring> 


Phone: +61 267697514 Fax: +61 267697640 


The Platvpus PaDers: A. 
Fitly Years a/Powerless Pilotage z> 

The ideal present! 
"All soaring pilots should have this book on 


their shelves" - George MoHat 

"Like Schweppes, it fizzes the whole way 


through" - Derek Piggott 

"Don't read it in public unless you are 


willing to make a spectacle of yourself 'laughing 

out loud" - Dave Allison 


"The funniest book ever written" - Plalypus 


HOW TO BUY IT: see Tailfeat~s, page 17 
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mailto:p.mckeozjebrow.U@.btinlernetcom
mailto:K.6synd@tesco
mailto:woods4533@sbcglobal.net
mailto:billkronfeld@hotmail.com


NEW catalogue 

BGA Conference - 5th March 2005 
Come and visit us at the show 

See our latest products 

Bronze & Beyond 
by John McCullagh 

A new book by the well known gliding instructor 
John McCullagh from Lasham Gliding Society. 

It has been written for glider pilots who would like 
to obtain their Bronze Badge. The book can also be 
useful to the experienced cross-country glider pilot. 
It covers a wide range if subjects - Aerodynamics, 
Air Law, Airspace, Field Landings, Human Factors, 
NOTAMs. Visibility, Weather and many more 

BRONZE&BEYOND £15.95 

Black Sands ­ White Wings 
A new gliding DVD, filmed in New Zealand along the 
beaches of the west ooast of the North Island. It features 
3 gliders exploring the sand dunes at 700ft for approx 
250kms. Excellent photography with a nail biting story. 

BLACKSANDS £22.95 

All prices include VAT at 17.5% 

En-route Guide 2005 
The essential GPS companion 
lINew format lists way points alphabetically 

. Airfield names, Initial oontact frequencies & GPS co-ordinates 

. Navigation aid name, Ident, Frequency, Morse Code & GPS 
co-ordinates 

"-owns marked on 1 :500,000 chart with GPS oo-ordinates 

.v'RP's with GPS co-ordinates 

Disused airfields, Gliding, Microlight & Hang/Paragliding sites 

ENROUTE2005 £15.95 

Segelflug-Bildkalender 
Printed on coated art paper, measures 48 x 29cm 

GLIDINGCAL £17.00 

Fotokalender-Segelfliegen 
High quality, large size 64 x 48cm, with protective cover . 

FOTOCAlENDAR05 £19.50 

Panel Installations 

Through our Oxford offICe based at Oxford 
Airport, AFE specialises in supplying full 
instrumentation packages for gliders and 
for homebuilt, kit plane, vintage and other 
flon-certified aircraft. We can also supply 
'released ' instruments and avionics for 
aircraft with a Certificate of Airworthiness . 
Recent instrument packages and 
installations include gliders by Schempp­
Hirth, LS, DG, Sohleicher and PZL; Europa 
and RV kit planes and Spitfire, Hurricane 
and Meteor aircraft. With our wide range of 
stock and superior buying power, our 
instrumentation package prices are normally 
unbeatable! 

For informed and impartial advice and the 
keenest pricing , whatever your instrument 
and avionics requirements, call our Oxford 
office today on 01865 841441, or by email 
tech@afeonline.com 

eGYRO-2 
57mm, self contained, panel 
mount EFIS ,display 
The eGYRO-2 is the lal est edition to the 
laser-ring gyro range This low 
power, solid-state gyro is a completely 
self-contained unit (ne.gating the 
need for a PDA), which displays horizon, 
turn and slip /skid in a full colour 
LCD display . The eGYRO-2 is designed 
to fit into a standard 57mm panel 
cut-out and is powered from an external 
12 volt power source (with typical 
110mA power consumption) . Cigar lighter 
lead included . 

EGYRO-2 £849.00 
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