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1st Quarter Report – Overseas Travel for 2011/12 

OVERSEAS TRAVEL 

This report contains an update on international travel carried out by Council Officers 
representing the City for the period 1 July – 30 September 2011. 
 
From 27 to 30 September 2011, the Sustainability Director, Chris Derksema 
travelled to Singapore to attend and speak at the 3rd Annual Sustainable Cities 
Conference, on the invitation of the conference organisers. The event was endorsed 
by the International Society for City and Regional Planners and the Singapore 
Institute of Planners. 
 
The conference theme was “Building Liveable Cities of the Future Through Green 
Design and Good Governance”. Along with the City of Sydney, other major world 
cities presented their vision and actions and discussed issues of common interest in 
reaching their objectives. Apart from the main conference, special sessions and site 
visits related to green retrofits and urban planning. This was a key international 
knowledge-sharing opportunity in terms of sustainable cities. The opportunity was 
also taken to inspect a key water management project. The cost of airfares and most 
accommodation and meals was met by the conference organisers with the balance of 
costs met by the City of Sydney. 
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1st Quarter Report – Major Legal Issues for 2011/12 

Summary 
There is currently one substantial Supreme Court matter and one major Land & 
Environment Court matter in which the City is a party. 

 
Supreme Court of New South Wales - City of Sydney v Streetscape  
The City is the owner of the intellectual property in the multi function street pole 
known as the Smartpole.  The Smartpole was developed for the City as part of the 
Sydney 2000 Olympics major street upgrade. The first poles were installed in 1999 
and are used to hold banners, street lights and traffic lights and a range of other 
accessories.  
 
Until August 2009, Streetscape held an exclusive licence to use the intellectual 
property in Smartpoles within a defined geography. The principal and sole director of 
Streetscape is Mr. Moses Obeid. The proceedings relate to breaches of the Licence 
Agreement relating to the sale of Smartpoles by Streetscape in Dubai and Singapore 
as follows: 

• Failure to pay royalties and licence fees that are payable under the 
agreement;  

• Failure to provide specifications and other information about Smartpoles 
that are the property of the City;  

• Failure to comply with a condition of the licence agreement that it protect 
the City’s intellectual property in Smartpoles; 

• Attempting to use the intellectual property in Smartpoles by using the 
name “SmartMFP” in its marketing material.  

Streetscape cross claimed against the City claiming it owns the intellectual property 
in the poles. 

 
On 11 October , His Honour Justice Einstein of the NSW Supreme Court delivered 
judgment in the case. He found that Streetscape and Mr Obeid personally had 
breached their legal duties to the Council and ordered that damages be paid. He also 
ordered that Streetscape and Mr Obeid are prevented from manufacturing or 
supplying Smartpoles. Final orders as to the amount of costs and damages have not 
yet been made but damages are expected to be in the vicinity of $8m.   
 
 
Land & Environment Court - F. Hannan (Properties) Pty Ltd v Council of City of 
Sydney 
 
This case relates to the construction of the Bourke Road cycleway in late 2009. The 
claim is that the City failed to conduct appropriate environmental assessment before 
constructing the cycleway and that the Court should order its demolition. The City’s 
case is that it did comply with all requirements of the Environmental Planning & 
Assessment Act 1979 in the construction of the cycleway. The City’s defence also 
contends that, even if the Court found that there had been a gap in the City’s 
environmental assessment, because of the public benefits of the cycleway and 
because of the applicant’s delay in bringing the proceedings, the Court should not 
make the order of demolition sought by the applicant. 
 
The Minister for Planning has amended the requirements so that in most cases no 
environmental approval is needed for cycleways. The Applicant has now joined the 

MAJOR LEGAL ISSUES 
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1st Quarter Report – Major Legal Issues for 2011/12 

Minister to these proceedings, claiming that the Minister should not have done so. A 
hearing date is likely to be set for the first quarter of 2012. 
 
 

MAJOR LEGAL ISSUES 
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1st Quarter Report – Sponsorships and Grants for 2011/12 

Corporate Sponsorship Policy 
The Policy states: 

The total value of sponsorships for each event will be reported within the Quarterly 
Financial reports to Council. Individual sponsorship amounts will not be reported for 
commercial-in-confidence reasons unless the sponsors agree.  

Grants and Sponsorships Policy 
In a report adopted by Council on 6 December 2010, it was stated the following 
programs would be reported to Council as part of the quarterly financial reports:  

o Quick Response Grants Program 

o Reduced Rate Program 

o Banner Pole Program 

The remaining Grants and Sponsorships Programs require Council approval in advance. 

This Report  
The summary figures for outgoing grants and sponsorships programs in the first 
quarter of 2011/12 financial year are: 

Grants Approved 

Quick Response Grants: $2,230.00 

First Quarter Totals $2,230.00 

 
The approved total is the exact amount of cash approved (not paid) in Q1; the paid total 
is the amount of cash paid out in Q1 which includes grants approved in previous quarters. 
 

Revenue Foregone Approved 

Banner Pole Program: $1,606,450.00 

Reduced Rates (Major and 
Community): $203,360.30 

First Quarter Totals $1,809,810.30 
 

The year to date figures for incoming corporate sponsorships in the first quarter of 
2011/12 financial year are: 

Total Cash Value $44,000 

Total Value in Kind $164,098 
 

The attached report outlines: 

o the actual corporate sponsorships received in Q1 of financial year 2011/12 

o the actual grants and sponsorships paid by the City in Q1 of financial year 2011/12 
for the Quick Response Grants Program, Banner Pole Program and Reduced Rates.    

SPONSORSHIP AND GRANTS   
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1st Quarter Report – Sponsorships and Grants for 2011/12 

1. Corporate Sponsorships Information 
Table 1.1 – Corporate Sponsorship Summary 

Value of Sponsorship 1 No. of Sponsors 2 Cash Value in
 Kind 3

Q1 (1 July – 30 September 2011)   

o Up to $50,000 5 $44,000 $84,801 

o Between $50,000 – $100,000 1  $79,297 

o Over $100,000    

Total for Q1 6 $44,000 $164,098 

Total year to date 6 $44,000 $164,098 

 
 
Table 1.2 – Corporate Sponsors by Event (received 1 July – 30 September 2011) 

Event Name of Sponsor 

Art & About Sydney 2011 Olympus Australia 

Art & About Sydney 2011 Fairfax Media Group 

Art & About Sydney 2011 Events Infrastructure 

Art & About Sydney 2011 and Sydney 
New Year’s Eve 2011 

The Sofitel Wentworth Hotel 

Art & About Sydney 2011 and Sydney 
New Year’s Eve 2011 

The Menzies Hotel 

Art & About Sydney 2011 Hasbro Australia 

                                                 
1 These figures incorporate both cash and value in kind components of sponsorship. 
 
2 This figure reflects the number of sponsorships received, rather than the number of sponsors.  Some sponsors have supported 
more than one event.  
 

SPONSORSHIP AND GRANTS   

3 The figures for Value in Kind listed in this report were sourced from the sponsorship contracts.  In the case of some individual 
sponsors, the actual amount is yet to be finalised. 

ATTACHMENT D



1st Quarter Report – Sponsorships and Grants for 2011/12 

SPONSORSHIP AND GRANTS   

2. Grants Information 
 
Table 2.1 – Quick Response Grants Summary 1 July to 30 September 2011 

Approved
Quarter No of Applicants  Value 

Approved 

Q1 (1 July – 30 September 2011)  4 $2,230.00

Total year to date 4 $2,230.00

 

The following grants have been approved in the quarter, but not necessarily paid. 

Table 2.1.1 – 1st Quarter Quick Response Grants in Detail 

Applicant Project Value

Reserve Forces Day Council Inc. 
Purchase of Two Standard Flags 
for the National & NSW Launch of 
Reserve Forces Day 

$698.00

Clinton Bryan 
Representation in the Australian 
Open Korfball Team – Shaoxing 
China

$250.00

William Chan One Young World Summit – 
Zurich, Switzerland $350.00

Stop CSG Sydney Public Rally Against Coal Seam 
Gas Mining in Sydney $932.00

 Total $2,230.00
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1st Quarter Report – Sponsorships and Grants for 2011/12 

SPONSORSHIP AND GRANTS   

Table 2.2 – Banner Pole Program Summary 1 July to 30 September 2011 

Quarter No of Organisations Revenue Foregone 

Q1 (1 July – 30 
September 2011) 

21 $1,606,450.00 

Total year to date 21 $1,606,450.00 

 
Table 2.2.1 – 1st Quarter Banner Program in detail 

Organisation Project Revenue Foregone 

Art Gallery of New South Wales* $80,000.00 

Australian Brandenburg Orchestra* $80,000.00 

Australian Chamber Orchestra* $80,000.00 

Australian Museum* $80,000.00 

Bangarra Dance Company* $80,000.00 

Bell Shakespeare* $80,000.00 

CarriageWorks* $80,000.00 

Company B* $80,000.00 

Historic Houses Trust* $80,000.00 

Maritime Museum* $80,000.00 

Museum of Contemporary Art* $80,000.00 

National Trust* $80,000.00 

Object Gallery* $80,000.00 

Opera Australia* $80,000.00 

Powerhouse Museum (Museum of 
Applied Arts and Sciences)* $80,000.00 

State Library of New South Wales* $80,000.00 

Sydney Dance Company* $80,000.00 

Sydney Opera House* 

See note below 

$80,000.00 
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1st Quarter Report – Sponsorships and Grants for 2011/12 

SPONSORSHIP AND GRANTS   

Sydney Symphony Orchestra* $80,000.00 

Sydney Theatre Company* 
See note below 

$80,000.00 

Chinese Film Festival Inc. 
Golden Koala 
Chinese Film 
Festival 

$6,450.00 

 Total $1,606,450.00 

 
*Denotes that these organisations have been offered banner hire waiver for up to 400 banner 
poles for 4 weeks within the 2011/2012 period.  It should be noted that the revenue foregone 
has been calculated at the not-for-profit/government rate, and may not be fully utilised by 
these organisations.
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SPONSORSHIP AND GRANTS   

Table 2.3 – Reduced Rates – Major Venues 

Quarter No of Organisations Revenue Foregone

Q1 (1 July – 30 
September 2011)  

13 $102,942.98

Total to date 13 $102,942.98

 
 

Table 2.3.1 – 1st Quarter – Organisations receiving support. 

Organisation Event Venue Revenue 
Foregone 

The Radio Community 
Chest Inc. Handel’s Messiah Concert Sydney Town Hall $18,400.00

Sydney Conservatorium of 
Music 

Performance of Circus 
Maximus Sydney Town Hall $20,113.63

The Occasional 
Performing Sinfonia 

Concert in Memory of All 
Victims of War Sydney Town Hall $4,022.73

Yellow River Philharmonic 
Chorus Incorporated 

Renowned Tenor Yi Ding’s 
Tribute to Sydney, Yellow 
River Cantata Chinese 
Classical Concert 

Sydney Town Hall $5,836.36

Paddington Public School End of Year Presentation 
Day 

Paddington Town 
Hall  $2,554.56

Sydney International 
Piano Competition of 
Australia 

Piano Recital by 1st Prize 
Winner of 2012 Competition 

City Recital Hall, 
Angel Place $2,616.05

Australian Doctors 
Orchestra 

Australia Doctors Orchestra 
Annual Concert Sydney Town Hall $9,600.00

MasoniCare MasoniCare Gala Ball 2012 Sydney Town Hall $4,494.54

Juvenile Diabetes 
Research Foundation Jelly Baby Ball Sydney Town Hall $5,618.18

Sydney Alliance for 
Community Building Ltd Founding Assembly Sydney Town Hall $15,336.36

Public School Charity 
Concert Committee 

19th Annual Celebration 
Concert Sydney Town Hall $7,039.77

Festa Events and Film 
Projects Pty 

Brazil-Australia Connection 
& Music in the Museum 

Barnet Long Room, 
Customs House $670.45

Australian Marriage 
Equality Association Launch of Campaign Sydney Town Hall $6,640.35

  Total $102,942.98
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SPONSORSHIP AND GRANTS   

 

Table 2.4 – Reduced Rates – Community Venues 

Quarter No of Organisations Revenue Foregone

Q1 (1 July – 30 September 
2011)  52 $100,417.32

Total to Date 52 $100,417.32
 
 

Table 2.4.1 – 1st Quarter – Organisations receiving support. 

Organisations receiving 
more than $1,000 support 

Event Venue Revenue 
Foregone 

Alternatives to Violence Project 
NSW Inc. 

Conflict Resolution 
Workshops 

Harry Jensen Activity 
Centre $1,115.00

Cowbelles Community Craft Community Art/Crafts 
Class 

St Helens Community 
Centre $1,230.00

Women in Film & Television 
(WIFT) NSW 

Monthly Committee 
Meeting Rex Centre $1,000.00

Al-Anon Family Group - 
Newtown 

Weekly Self-Help 
Meetings 

Brown Street 
Community Hall $1,508.00

Narcotics Anonymous - 
Erskineville 

4 x Weekly Self-Help 
Meetings Erskineville Town Hall $5,508.00

Al-Anon - Glebe Weekly Self-Help 
Meetings Benledi House $2,366.00

Recreation & Peer Support Inc. Committee Meeting – 
Monthly 

St Helens Community 
Centre $1,107.00

Nicotine Anonymous 12 Step Weekly Self-Help 
Meetings 

St Helens Community 
Centre $1,623.57

Augustine Fellowship Newtown 

Weekly Self-Help 
Meeting (12 Step 
Program) 
 

Brown Street 
Community Hall $1,345.00
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Organisations receiving 
more than $1,000 support 

Event Venue Revenue 
Foregone 

Rainbow Babies Playgroup Weekly Playgroup 
Same Sex Parents 

Joseph Sargeant 
Centre $1,612.00

Team Sydney – Martial Arts Weekly GLBT Self 
Defence Class Erskineville Town Hall $9,240.00

Same Sex Salsa Weekly GLBT Salsa 
Class 

Brown Street 
Community Hall $1,822.50

Ausdance 
Weekly Dance 
Professional Dance 
Class 

Peter Forsyth 
Auditorium $1,600.00

Vietnamese Women’s Group Weekly Support 
Group 

Booler Community 
Centre $4,100.00

Glebe Community 
Development Project 

Weekly Community 
Workshops 

Booler Community 
Centre 

$4,100.00

Narcotics Anonymous - 
Newtown 

Weekly Self-Help 
Meetings 

Brown Street 
Community Hall $4,485.00

Australia China Cultural 
Friendship Association 

Tri-weekly Chinese 
Cultural Workshops 

Joseph Sargeant 
Centre $18,450.00

JKA Karate School 2012 
Tri-weekly 
Community Karate 
Class 

Sydney Park Pavillion $3,225.00

Kings Cross Community 
Information Centre  

Bi-weekly Recreation 
Classes for Over 55’s Rex Centre $2,220.00

Indonesian Welfare 
Association (IWA) 

Weekly Social for 
Indonesian 
Community 

Alexandria Town Hall $6,110.00

Mess Hall Productions Sweet Bird 
Rehearsals 2011 Alexandria Town Hall $2,043.00

Eternity Change Makers Monthly Community 
BBQ 

Booler Community 
Centre $1,236.00
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Organisations receiving 
more than $1,000 support 

Event Venue Revenue 
Foregone 

Sydney Spanish Seniors 
Association 

Weekly Social for 
Spanish Over 55’s Abraham Mott Hall $6,875.00

City East Community College 
Community 
Education Provider – 
Classes 

Rex Centre $4,104.00

Glebe Art Show – September 
2011 

Annual Art 
Show/Exhibition Benledi House $1,143.00

No. of Organisations receiving 
less than $1,000 support. 
No:  27 

Various Various $11,249.25

 Total $100,417.32
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