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American Lobster Board Initiates Draft 
Addendum XXX to Clarify Addendum 

XXVII Impacts on Foreign Imports
ARLINGTON, VA – The Commission’s American 
Lobster Management Board initiated Draft Ad-
dendum XXX to Amendment 3 to the Interstate 
Fishery Management Plan for American Lob-
ster. The Draft Addendum is being considered to 
clarify how the measures of Addendum XXVII, 
approved in May 2023, will apply to foreign im-
ports of American lobster.

The Magnuson-Stevens Act prohibits imports 
of whole live lobster smaller than the minimum 
possession size in effect at the time under the 
Commission’s American lobster management 
program. This provision, referred to as the 
Mitchell Provision, was passed to prevent im-
ports of lobster smaller than what the US indus-
try can harvest. The current minimum gauge 
size for Lobster Conservation Management Area 
(LCMA) 1 of 3 ¼” is the smallest minimum size 
in effect for the US lobster fishery.

Under Addendum XXVII, changes to the cur-
rent gauge and escape vent sizes in LCMA 1 
(inshore Gulf of Maine) are triggered when a 
35% decline in recruit abundance for the Gulf 
of Maine/Georges Bank stock is observed. As of 
October 2023, the trigger index had declined by 
39% with the inclusion of 2022 survey data in 
the index. Therefore, a series of gradual chang-
es to gauge and vent size will begin January 1, 
2025, starting with an increase to the minimum 
gauge size in LCMA 1 from 3 ¼” to 3 5/16”. Start-
ing in January 2025, this 3 5/16” gauge size will 
be the smallest minimum gauge size in effect. 
Draft Addendum XXX aims to clarify that Ad-
dendum XXVII shall include compliance with 
the Mitchell Provision, meaning the smallest 
minimum size for foreign imports would match 
the smallest minimum size in effect for the US 
industry.

The Board will meet in late February/early 
March to consider approving Draft Addendum 
XXX for public comment. There are currently 
no regulations in place to restrict the maxi-
mum size of imported lobster, though the Board 
expressed interest in exploring this possibil-
ity further through a separate action. For more 
information, please contact Caitlin Starks, Se-
nior Fishery Management Plan Coordinator, at
cstarks@asmfc.org or 703.842.0740. 

###

PR24-03

MEETING SUMMARY

The American Lobster Management Board met 
to consider reports from the American Lobster 
and Jonah Crab Technical Committees (TCs); im-
plications of Addendum XXVII size limit changes 
on imports; federal and Commission rules for 
Lobster Conservation Management Areas (LC-
MAs) 2 and 3; a progress update on state imple-
mentation of Addendum XXIX on federal vessel 
trackers; and a nomination to the Jonah Crab Ad-
visory Panel (AP).

ADDENDUM, Page 14
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NEW ENGLAND PROPELLER, INC.
Distributor of Michigan Propellers

Inboard • Outboard
Next Generation 3D Computerized Propeller Analyzer

Computerized Dynamic Balancing

 Marine Fuel Tanks Custom Fabricated & Tested to U.S.C.G Specifications
By Capeway Welding

• Marine Propeller Sales & Repairs - 4000 Props in Stock
• Sierra Engine Parts for All Outboards & IOs

• CDI Electronics • Camp & Godfrey Zincs • NGK Spark Plugs 
• Duramax Cutless Bearings • Spurs Line Cutters 

• PSS Dripless Shaft Seals • Buck Algonquin - Struts, Rudders & Stuffing Boxes 
• S/S Shafting • Drive Savers • Globe Impellers

9 Apollo Eleven Rd., Plymouth, MA 02360
Tel: 508-747-6666  800-635-9504 - neprop.com
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MLA Sponsors The following companies are proud supporting MLA members.

We encourage our members to patronize them.  If your company is not listed
and you would like it to be, contact Tracey Abboud at 781-545-6984, ext. 2

ALIVE & KICKING 
LOBSTER
LOUIS MASTRANGELO
CAMBRIDGE, MA
617.876.0451

BOSTON LOBSTER FEAST 
JEFF HAZELL
ORLANDO, FL
407.832.7322 

BOSTON SWORD & TUNA
STEPHEN SCOLA
BOSTON, MA
617.946.9850

BROOKS TRAP MILL
STEPHEN BROOKS
THOMASTON, ME
207.354.8763
stephen@brookstrapmill.com

CAPE ANN MARINE
SALES & SERVICE
978.283.0806
capeannmarina.com 

CAPE SEAFOODS
BAIT DEALER
GERRY O’NEIL
GLOUCESTER, MA
978.479.4642 

CAPE FISHERMEN
SUPPLY
DAVE LIBBY
CHATHAM, MA
508.945.3501

CAPE TIP SEAFOODS
CHRIS KING
PROVINCETOWN/ORLEANS
508.487.0259 | 508.225.7221

CAPTAIN MARDEN’S 
SEAFOODS
KIM MARDEN
WELLESLEY, MA
781.329.7007 | 781.329.0792
captainmardens.com

CHERRY ST. FISH MARKET
DARRYL PARKER
DANVERS, MA
978.777.3449

CHRIS ELECTRONICS 
CORP.
FAIRHAVEN, MA
508.994.8257 

EAST COAST SEAFOOD
SPIROS TOURKAKIS
LYNN, MA
781.593.1737

ECKLAND & BLANDO
SAM BLATCHLEY
BOSTON, MA 02110
617.217.6936 
www.ecklandblando.com

ELECTRA-DYNE CO INC.
JUDY MACCAFERRI
PLYMOUTH, MA
508.746.3270 

FARM CREDIT EAST
MIDDLEBORO, MA
508.946.4455 

FISHER AIR FASTENERS
ED & CHRIS FISHER
PEMBROKE, MA
781.826.2522 

FISHERMEN SERVICES
DONNA CHEPREN
781.545.5073 Ext. 16
fishermenservices.com

FLEET PROPELLER 
SERVICE
MIKE VALM                                       
FAIRHAVEN, MA
508.979.8000

FRIENDSHIP TRAP CO.
FRIENDSHIP, ME
800.451.1200  

HAMILTON MARINE INC.
56 US ROUTE 1 BYPASS
KITTERY, ME 03904
207.439.1133
hamiltonmarine.com

HARBOR FUELS
info@harborfuels.com
617.720.3835

HERCULES
JOHN REARDON
NEW BEDFORD, MA
508.993.0010

JAMES HOOK & CO.
ED HOOK JR.
BOSTON, MA
617.423.5500 

KETCHAM TRAPS
HEATHER KETCHAM
NEW BEDFORD, MA
508.997.4787

KINGFISHER TRAP
CARL HOWARD
DENNIS, MA
508.385.5968

KING LOBSTERS
D.J. KING
BRANFORD, CT
203.488.6926

KING MARINE LLC
CAPT. GEORDIE KING
MARINE SURVEYOR
207.337.8706
kinggeordie@comcast.net

LOBSTER CRUISES
PAUL QUINTAL
PLYMOUTH, MA
508.746.5342

LOBSTER TRAP
FISH MARKET
MONUMET BEACH, MA
508.759.6400
lobstertrap.com

LOBSTER TRAP CO.
MAC HAY
BOURNE, MA
508.214.3290 Ext. 101
lobstertrap.com 

MARINE HYDRAULIC
ENGINEERING
ROBERT CROWE
ROCKLAND, ME
207.594.9525 | 800.747.7550 

MILTON CAT
POWER SYSTEMS
MILFORD, MA
508.207.8542

MORTILLARO LOBSTER, 
INC.
VINCE MORTILLARO
GLOUCESTER, MA
798.281.0959 

NAPA-CAPE COD
BILL DRINAN
FALMOUTH, MA
508-457-1734

NAVROC MARINE 
ELECTRONICS
JASON PHILBROOK
ROCKLAND, ME
207.596.7803

N.E. MARINE &   
INDUSTRIAL INC.
MIKE RICHARDSON (NH)
603.436.2836 | 781.834.9301
info@newenglandmarine.com 

NEW ENGLAND 
PROPELLER
DOUG PECK
PLYMOUTH, MA
800.635.9504
neprop@aol.com

NORTH ATLANTIC
POWER-TWIN DISC
SAM PROFIO
EXETER, NH
603.418.0470
sprofio@glpower.com

RFP LOBSTER BAIT
DICK PERENTZ
774.248.0292

RIVERDALE MILLS 
CORPORATION
NORTHBRIDGE MA
508.234.8715
riverdale.com

ROSES MARINE
GLOUCESTER, MA
877.283.3334
rosesmarine.com

SEA CLIFF LOBSTER
MANOMET, MA
508.224.5700

SPURS MARINE 
MANUFACTURING
PABLO SOSA
FORT LAUDERDALE, FL
800.824.5372

SUPERIOR LOBSTER
MARSHFIELD-SANDWICH 
774.773.5048
www.superiorlobster.com

TWO COUSINS
FISH MARKET
BRIAN O’DONOHOE
FREEPORT, NY
516.379.5065

WINDWARD POWER 
SYSTEMS
FAIRHAVEN, MA
774.992.0059
windwardpower.com

WOOD’S SEAFOOD
JAY KIMBALL
PLYMOUTH, MA
508.746.0261
www.woodseafood.com
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FRESH FROZEN AND SALTED BAIT AVAILABLE

SKATES ~ HERRING ~ POGIES ~ HADDOCK ~ COD FISH ~ POLLOCK
FLAT FISH ~ FISH SKINS ~ RED FISH ~ DOG FISH HEADS ~ SALMON
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Buy them by the 1 pound bag, by the case or by the pallet. We also o�er 
wholesale and volume discounts. Call and ask to speak to a salesman.
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Service Provider for MLA Non-Profit Boat Protection Cooperative Ltd. 

MLA’s #1 Commercial Boating Insurance Provider

Agreed Hull Value  –  Protection & Indemnity 

Crew Coverage    -   Extended Policy Limits   -  Chartering

Marina Floaters  -   Multiple Fisheries & Deductibles

Call 781-545-5073 for a free quote 

or 

request a quote online at fishermenservices.com
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February is here and we are watch-
ing for the Right Whales to start show-
ing up in the Gulf  of  Maine (GOM).  
To date there has only been a couple 
sighted off  the backside of  Cape Cod.  
Let’s hope that the 11,000 square miles 
of  closed waters around the Common-
wealth are being used by the Right 
Whales and are not closed for nothing.  

Now, that the commercial lobster-
men have been waiting for the out-
come of  the National Oceanic At-
mospheric Administration (NOAA) 
Final Rule on the Wedge Closure in 
the GOM for several months, with 
still no answer in sight, leaves them 
hanging as to when this will be en-
acted.  As many of  you recall, last 
year NOAA gave the fi shing industry 
24 hours to vacate the area, which is 
not only unrealistic but extremely 
dangerous and this is what they are 
expecting to happen again this year.  

As you can see in the image there 
were ZERO Right Whales sighted in 
the Wedge Closure in 2023.  With the 
lack of  Right Whale sightings last 
year in the Wedge Closure leaves us, 
all scratching our heads as to WHY 
this a critical area to close and shut 
out the commercial lobstermen from 
earning a living?    

If  you are interested in look-
ing at the Right Whale sightings 
data, you can do so by visiting
www.whalemap.org/WhaleMap/

While the Right Whales are march-
ing northward so is the government’s 

development of  offshore wind in the 
GOM that will be larger than the 
MA/RI wind lease area.  The Bu-
reau of  Ocean Energy Management 
(BOEM) has been reviewing all of  the 
public’s comments on the Draft Wind 
Energy Area (WEA) in the GOM and 
will be releasing their Final WEA be-
fore the spring.  

Once this has been fi nalized there 
will be a Request for Proposals from 
offshore wind developers that are in-
terested in developing windfarms in 
the GOM.  The government has been 
fast tracking this effort to meet the 
goals of  multiple states’ desire to re-
duce their carbon footprint.  

As depicted in the BOEM Gulf  of  
Maine From Wind Energy Areas to 
Sale image below, you will see that 
by the end of  2024 there will be lease-
holders that will begin the long pro-
cess of  surveying their lease area.  
This is about a 3–5-year surveying 
process all the while looking for input 
from the public and fi shing industry.  

If  you are interested in participating 
on the Massachusetts Fisheries Work-
ing Group, please send me an email 
beth.casoni@lobstermen.com and I 
will get you signed up.  This is not a 
sprint as it takes many years and lots 
of  input from the commercial fi shing 
industry.  We will continue to be at the 
table so that you can continue to fi sh.  

Safe on the water, 

Be�� Cas���
Executive Director

Published by the Massachusetts
Lobstermen’s Association, Inc.

8 Otis Place, Scituate, MA 02066
– Published monthly –

Mailed to all paid members of the
Massachusetts Lobstermen’s Association

Newsletter Departments

Editor, Industry News, Notice Section,
Editorial, Blog, Industry News,

Promotions, Layout, Advertising:
Beth Casoni — Executive Director

Buy Sell Swap:  Tracey Abboud

Newsletter Advertising Rates

The MLA Newsletter is published monthly
(Please note that all pre-paid ads

for last year will be honored)

$50 — ¼ Page Ad
$80 — ½ Page Ad

$110 — Full Page Ad
Color Ads — + $50 per ad

The Massachusetts 
Lobstermen’s Association

would like to welcome the following 
new members to the Association. 
Your Association will continue its 

e� orts on your behalf to conserve the 
resource, protect your livelihood, keep 

you informed, promote the industry 
and provide you with increasing 

benefi ts as they are developed. MLA 
stands ready to help you in anyway, at 

anytime — just let us know how!
Safe on the water and good fi shing!

JOHN CLAY
F/V Perseverance

Port: Danvers 

NEW MLA MEMBER:
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MA Division of Marine Fisheries O�shore Wind Update
MA DMF engag-

es in offshore wind 
by conducting 
technical review of  
permitting docu-
ments, fulfilling 
advisory roles for 

regional research efforts, providing 
best management recommendations 
to state and federal agencies in re-
sponse to developer permitting sub-
missions, and is committed to engag-
ing fishery stakeholders in all phases 
of  industry development. In the last 
year, DMF has reviewed permitting 
documents, fisheries economic expo-
sure and environmental impact as-
sessments, and monitoring plans as-
sociated with the South Fork Wind, 
Sunrise Wind, Beacon Wind, South 
Coast Wind, and New England Wind 
(Park City Wind and Commonwealth 
Wind) projects. 

DMF also assisted in the develop-
ment and review of  fisheries com-
pensations plans among a variety 
of  offshore wind projects in South-
ern New England including Sunrise 
Wind and New England Wind that 
will be used to offset economic im-
pacts to Massachusetts commercial 
and for-hire fishing due to loss of  
access or reduction of  harvest dur-
ing construction and operation, in-
cluding within the wind energy area 
and the export cable. All drafts of  the 
fisheries compensation and econom-
ic exposure analyses were presented 
to the MA Fisheries Working Group 
in September. Sunrise Wind’s com-
pensation package totaled $11,288,000 
including $8,788,000 for the direct 
compensation program (commer-
cial and for-hire fisheries); $1,000,000 
for a fishery decommissioning fund 
(offset direct losses during decom-
missioning); $1,000,000 for a coastal 
community fund that will support 
the co-existence of  the fishing and 
wind industries. $500,000 for the Nav-
igation Enhancement and Training 
Program that will support upgrades 
to navigation equipment, profession-
al training opportunities, and experi-
ential learning. New England Wind’s 
first phased project (Park City Wind 
LLC) entered into a two-part fisher-
ies compensation agreement with 
the Commonwealth that totaled 
$7,359,471. Park City Wind LLC will 
provide a total of  $5,859,471 in fund-
ing to the direct fisheries compensa-
tion program and $1,500,000 to sup-
port the Massachusetts Fisheries 
Innovation Fund (MFIF). 

The MFIF’s purpose is to support 
programs and projects that ensure 
safe and profitable fishing continues 

as offshore wind development con-
tinues through grants for technology 
and innovation upgrades and studies 
that assess the impacts of  offshore 
wind development on fishing indus-
tries and resources. Currently, the 
MFIF is separate from the Fisher-
ies Innovation Fund established by 
Vineyard Wind LLC ($1.75 million). 
The Executive Office of  Energy 
and Environmental Affairs plans to 
merge these two separate innova-
tions funds into one combined leg-
islative trust named the Massachu-
setts Fisheries Innovation Fund. 

SOUTHERN NEW ENGLAND WIND PROJECTS

As of  late December, two of  the 
nine offshore wind projects in South-
ern New England south of  Martha’s 
Vineyard have installed the export 
cable, several wind turbine founda-
tions (monopile), electrical service 
platforms, and inter-array cables. 
Vineyard Wind has installed four 
complete wind turbines and is ex-
pected to start generating power by 
the end of  2023. Vineyard Wind has 
currently installed 34 of  62 mono-
pile foundations- four have turbines 
installed- and one electrical service 
platform. The export cable instal-
lation (landfall at Covell’s beach in 
Barnstable County) and testing was 
completed for Vineyard Wind in Oc-

tober 2023. All turbines in Vineyard 
Wind 1 are expected to be installed by 
early 2024. DMF continues to support 
EEA in hosting and administering 
the $1.75 Fisheries Innovation Fund 
established through an MOA be-
tween Vineyard Wind LLC and EEA 
to enhance fisheries coexistence 
with offshore wind development. 
DMF is currently working with the 
fund’s advisory panel to provide rec-
ommendations for the disbursement 
of  funds that are directed towards 
projects pertaining to fishing vessel 
technology and safety innovations or 
conducting studies that monitor ef-
fects of  fisheries and vessel impacts 
to offshore wind.

As of  December 2023, South Fork 
wind has installed all 12 of  its mono-
pile foundations, one electrical ser-
vice platform and has installed its 
first wind turbine. In November 
2023, South Fork Wind installed the 
offshore export cable from the wind 
farm to its onshore landfall site in 
Westhampton Beach, NY.  In Novem-
ber 2023, Revolution Wind was ap-
proved for construction and opera-
tion by the Bureau of  Ocean Energy 
Management (BOEM) and is expect-
ed to start offshore wind construc-
tion in 2024 and is anticipated to be 
operational in 2025. All other RI/MA 
offshore wind projects are in various 

stages of  the environmental review 
and site assessment process. Sunrise 
Wind, SouthCoast Wind, and New 
England Wind currently have their 
Draft Environmental Impact State-
ments published. In November 2023, 
Beacon Wind published the Notice of  
Intent to Prepare an Environmental 
Assessment for Additional Site As-
sessment activities. Bay State Wind 
recently submitted its Construction 
and Operations Plan and Vineyard 
Northeast is currently in its site as-
sessment phase. All current and 
proposed export cable routes with 
landfall in MA are primarily travers-
ing through the Muskeget Channel 
export cable corridor (width ~3500 
ft.) and around the southern end of  
Martha’s Vineyard (10 nautical miles 
offshore) through the Sakonnet Riv-
er. Sunrise Wind’s export cable will 
traverse Southwest with landfall 
connections in Long Island, NY.

Seabed preparation activities prior 
and during construction consisted of  
displacing boulders from wind tur-
bine foundation and cable route lo-
cations. Relocated boulder’s location 
information is available on Notice 
to Mariners webpages on Vineyard 
Wind’s and Orsted’s websites. MA 
DMF, MA Coastal Zone Management 
(CZM), and NMFS have developed a 
draft boulder relocation mitigation 
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 Our pressure washers 
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framework and guidance document 
for BOEM and offshore wind devel-
opers that requests the need to char-
acterize types of  disturbances from 
boulders, understand how changes 
may affect fish habitat, and evalu-
ate how relocated boulders influence 
fishing activities and gear conflicts. 

GULF OF MAINE 

On October 20, BOEM released 
the draft Wind Energy Area (WEA) 
for the Gulf  of  Maine.The draft 
area encompasses a total area of  
3,519,067 acres (a 64.11% reduction 
of  the Call Area). The draft WEA 
has a combined capacity of  over 40 
Gigawatts (assuming a power den-
sity of  3 megawatts per sq. km). This 
energy production capacity of  the 
draft WEA exceeds the current com-
bined offshore wind planning goals 
for the Gulf  of  Maine states (10 GW 
from Gulf  of  Maine for Massachu-
setts by 2050 and 3 GW for Maine by 
2040). All areas currently identified 
in the draft WEA are deeper than 
120m and at least 20nm offshore. 
Given the depth of  the draft WEA, 
all potential offshore wind develop-
ment will likely consist of  floating 
technology. BOEM will finalize the 
WEA in the Gulf  of  Maine by Feb-
ruary 2024. DMF collaborated with 
CZM and other EEA departments on 
a comment letter to BOEM outlining 
areas and conflicts of  most concern. 
The EEA comment letter on the draft 
Gulf  of  Maine WEA incorporated in-
put received from the Massachusetts 
fishing industry across several work-
shops and meetings in October and 
November, as well as subject matter 
experts from EEA agencies and of-
fices. The stakeholder meetings fo-
cused on topics such as fisheries nav-
igation considerations (wind farm 
spacing, orientation, etc.), impacts to 
federal and state surveys, and iden-
tifying key fishing features (swells, 
ledges, banks, etc.) within the Gulf  
of  Maine to facilitate BOEM’s deci-
sion-making on establishing Final 
WEAs.  Once the WEAs are finalized, 
engagement and commenting oppor-
tunities will be available during the 
formation of  bidding credits, lease 
stipulations, lease characteristics, 
and state energy procurement. 

Draft WEAs were established by 
BOEM from a spatial suitability 
model that included four sub-models 
(wind industry, fisheries, natural & 
cultural resources, and industry & 
operations) and other fisheries/navi-
gation considerations (e.g., Lobster 
Management Area 1, Cashes Ledge, 
Jeffreys Bank). All sub-models were 
weighted equally, while data lay-
ers within sub-models comprised 
of  different weighting schemes. The 
fisheries sub-model contained 6 data 

layers that each contributed 4.16% to 
the overall spatial suitability model. 
Among all sub-models, a total of  98 
data layers were selected to repre-
sent major ocean characteristics 
for the Gulf  of  Maine and identify 
space-use conflicts and environmen-
tal constraints for each 10-acre hex-
agonal grid in the Call Area (984,797 
grid cells). Using an autocorrelation 
cluster analysis, one draft WEA was 
identified based on the most suitable 
areas. Of  note, the current draft WEA 
represents the area identified by 
BOEM for potential wind lease areas 
and therefore, the cumulative area 
of  the leasing areas could be smaller 
than the WEA. BOEM has also iden-
tified three Secondary Areas for fur-
ther analysis from the spatial suit-
ability model that are not included in 
the draft WEA but could receive con-
sideration when finalizing WEAs, 
contingent on the public comments 
received electric export cable routes 
from the Gulf  of  Maine WEA will not 
be proposed and finalized until after 
lease areas have been identified and 
sold to wind developers. For those 
interested in the spatial suitability 
model used for the Gulf  of  Maine in 
more detail, the draft NOAA-NCCOS 
report can be downloaded from the 
BOEM webpage. 

After the Final WEAs are designat-
ed for the Gulf  of  Maine, BOEM will 
release a series of  notices and a lease 
auction that will span approximately 
a 1.5-year period.  The first notice, 
a Proposed Sale Notice, is used by 
BOEM to inform offshore wind de-
velopers about upcoming lease auc-
tions and its duration is at least 60 
days. Once the Proposed Sale Notice 
comment period closes, BOEM will 
publish a Final Sale Notice aimed 
at developers and provides the final 
terms and conditions for a lease sale, 
including the date, time, and location 
for the sale itself. The Final Sale No-
tice will also include the list of  the 
companies that have legally, tech-
nically, and financially qualified to 
participate in the lease sale. After at 
least 45 days from the Final Sale No-
tice, BOEM will hold a lease sale and 
will subsequently identify the win-
ner through an auction (final lease 
sales expected by December 2024). 

GENERAL COMMONWEALTH 
OFFSHORE WIND UPDATES 

By 2027, previously enacted Massa-
chusetts law codified a goal of  receiv-
ing 5,600 megawatts (MW) of  elec-
tricity from offshore wind. In June 
2023, Massachusetts procured over 
3,200 MW of  electricity from power 
purchase agreements (PPAs). How-
ever, Massachusetts currently has 
less than 1,000 MW procured due to 
many developers reneging on PPAs 

from increased inflationary costs 
and supply chain issues. On October 
4, 2023, Governor Healy announced 
a multi-state memorandum of  un-
derstanding (MOU) between CT, RI, 
and MA to procure up to 6,000 MW 
of  electricity to New England states.  
Through this MOU, the three states 
will review multi-state offshore wind 
proposals with project selection de-
pending on each state’s evaluation 
criteria in their respective request 
for proposals (RFPs). Any two or 
three states may agree to select a 
multi-state proposal(s) up to each 
state’s procurement authority and 
split anticipated MW from a single 
project. DMF plans to work with our 
counterparts in CT and RI to deter-
mine potential areas for overlap per-
taining to environmental mitigation 
and assessing cumulative impacts 
associated with offshore wind within 
each state’s RFP. 

On April 20, 2023 Secretary Tep-
per announced the establishment 
of  the EEA Interagency Offshore 
Wind Council (IOWC) to advance 
the responsible development of  off-
shore wind to meet the Common-
wealth’s climate goals. The IOWC 
will be responsible for developing 
and maintaining an Offshore Wind 
Strategic Plan (Plan) with stake-
holder and community input. The 

Plan will: 1) lay out the status of  the 
offshore wind industry to the Com-
monwealth, existing legal and policy 
frameworks, and progress made to 
date, 2) identify key drivers, gaps, 
and needs and findings, and 3) rec-
ommend specific actions and strate-
gies necessary to advance the Plan’s 
goals and objectives before 2040. The 
Plan’s objectives will be relevant to 
its three primary components for 
balancing economic development, 
socioenvironmental considerations, 
and energy advancement needs. The 
main objectives within the Plan are 
to grow Massachusetts as a national 
hub for offshore wind economic de-
velopment; promote research and 
innovation for new technologies, 
solutions, and services; ensure com-
prehensive planning with robust 
stakeholder engagement; implement 
efficient and effective environmen-
tal reviews and support for mutual 
co-existence; establish long-term 
offshore wind energy targets and 
plan for procurements; and develop 
a modern and resilient transmission 
system with efficient interconnec-
tion of  offshore wind. The approval 
and issuance of  the Plan is expected 
by September 2024. 

By Justin Bopp, 
Offshore Wind Specialist

Mass.gov 
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Beginning in January 2025, the 
vast majority of  commercial lobster 
harvesters north of  Cape Cod will 
see an increase in the minimum size 
from 3 ¼” to 3 5/16”, and two years 
later, in 2027, the minimum size will 
increase another 16th of  an inch to 
3”, This adjustment will result in a 
harvest loss of  some of  the smallest 
marketable lobsters typically weigh-
ing less than 1.25 lbs. This is the first 
minimum size increase for lobster-
men in this management area since 
1989.  The net result of  this mini-
mum size increase will be a uniform 
3” size limit among all Massachu-
setts inshore areas: Area 1, Area 2, 
and the Outer Cape Cod. Addition-
ally, the maximum size of  lobster al-
lowed to be landed from the offshore 
fishery (Area 3) and Outer Cape Cod 

will be reduced from 6 3/4” to 6 ½”.  

These changes were precipitated 
by a documented decline in stock 
abundance of  the so-called “Gulf  of  
Maine/Georges Bank” stock.  The 
ASMFC’s Lobster Management 
Board (“Board”) has been observ-
ing recent declines in the stock and 
voted to create a threshold that ex-
ceeded-would result in automatic 
conservation measures.

At the Board’s October 2023 meet-
ing, the Technical Committee re-
ported that, with the inclusion of  re-
cently released 2022 data in the time 
series, the GOM/GBK recruitment 
index had declined 39% from the 
2016–2018 reference period, surpass-
ing the trigger point of  a 35% decline. 
As a result, Addendum XXVII (as 

passed in May 2023) required states 
increase the LCMA1 minimum car-
apace size from 3 ¼” to 3 5/16” for 
June 1, 2024, with additional rule 
changes affecting LCMA1, LCMA3, 
and OCCLCMA scheduled to occur 
on June 1 of  2026, 2027, and 2028. 

The trigger point was reached 
sooner than the Board expected 
when developing and approving Ad-
dendum XXVII. Commissioner Pat 
Keliher (Maine) made a compelling 
argument for delaying implementa-
tion to coordinate changes with Can-
ada to avoid trade implications and 
provide gauge makers and harvest-
ers sufficient time to prepare. While 
Maine sought a 1-year continuance 
(to start the 5-year implementation 
schedule on June 1, 2025), the Board 
agreed to a 7-month delay (to Janu-
ary 1, 2025) provided the implemen-
tation deadline for the “immediate 
measures” for OCCLCMA and trap 
tag issuance also be changed to Jan-
uary 1, 2025. 

In addition to the conservation 
measures, other regulation changes 
were enacted by the addendum and 
were postponed seven months to 
January 1, 2025.  These include all 
Outer Cape Cod harvesters (state 
and federal) must conform to the 
maximum size, and common stan-
dard for v-notch possession of  1/8” 
depth. (V-notching is the practice 
of  harvesters cutting a notch into a 
specific tail flipper of  an egg-bearing 
lobster. This notch is easy to notice 
and all harvesters must return that 
lobster to the sea when recaptured.  
The notch grows in over time and 
after 2-3 molts can become unrecog-
nizable). Also, the issuance of  trap 
tags will no longer include 10% extra 
tags in Area 1 and Area 3.  The table 
above contains the new implementa-
tion schedule. 

While states are not required to 
implement regulations until Janu-
ary 1, 2025, the Board encouraged 
states to move ahead with adopting 
such rules as soon as possible to 
avoid “kicking the can.” According-
ly, DMF intends to go out to public 
hearing in early 2024 to implement 
these rule changes for 2025 and be-
yond. The public hearing and rule-

making process will also include 
other draft regulatory proposals af-
fecting trap gear fishing that DMF 
plans to implement for the 2024 fish-
ing year (i.e., allowing the use of  the 
fully-formed weak rope with “MA 
Lobster Tracer”).

LOBSTER TRACKING UPDATE

DMF implemented the vessel 
tracking requirement for federal 
lobster trap permit holders landing 
in Massachusetts beginning on May 
1, 2023. Leading up to the implemen-
tation, staff  began an outreach cam-
paign, including a direct mailing, in 
March 2023. In May 2023, Kiera Law-
lor was hired as the Vessel Tracking 
Coordinator to assist with day-to-
day tasks in the tracking project in-
cluding data validation, compliance 
tracking, and monitoring device per-
formance. DMF, through ASMFC, 
provided $1,500 reimbursements to 
the impacted permit holders to off-
set the costs of  the device, service 
plan, and installation costs. 

To date, 261 vessels have certified 
the installation of  a tracking device 
and 34 have opted out of  fishing lob-
ster trap gear during the 2023 federal 
fishing year. DMF staff  confirm each 
device is functioning and provide 
a receipt to each permit holder as 
a confirmation. If  data are not re-
ceived from an installed device, per-
mit holders are contacted to alert 
them of  the issue. As of  November 
8, 2023 we have received data from 
241 vessels. Staff  provide phone and 
email support Monday through Fri-
day and on weekends if  necessary. 
The two device vendors, Viatrax and 
Woods Hole Group, provide custom-
er support for device specific issues 
including installation and trouble-
shooting. 

Massachusetts was the first state 
to implement the lobster tracker re-
quirement. A considerable amount 
of  work has been done with the two 
device vendors to troubleshoot is-
sues during implementation. All 
lessons learned have been passed 
along to other states as they begin to 
implement this requirement. 

By Dan McKiernan,
Story Reed, and Nick Buchan                                

MA DMF Update on Lobster
Regulation Changes for 2025

Effective Date
What Change Will Be Implemented

LCMA 1 LCMA 3 OCCLCMA

January 1, 2025 Limit trap tag is-
suance to trap 
allocation with 
no extra trap tags 
awarded.

Minimum 
carapace size 
increase from 3 
1/4” to 3 5/16”.

Limit trap tag is-
suance to trap 
allocation with 
no extra trap tags 
awarded.

Establish 6 3/4” 
maximum cara-
pace size for state 
waters.

V-notch stan-
dard changes 
from 1/4” sharp 
v-notch without 
setal hairs to 
1/8” v-notch with 
or without setal 
hairs for state 
waters.

January 1, 2026 N/A N/A N/A

January 1, 2027 Minimum 
carapace size 
increase from 3 
5/16” to 3 3/8”.

N/A N/A

January 1, 2028 Trap escape vent 
size change from 
1 15/16” by 5 3/4” 
rectangular or 2 
7/16” circular di-
ameter to 2” by 5 
3/4” rectangular 
or 2 5/8” circular 
diameter.

N/A N/A

January 1, 2029 N/A Maximum 
carapace size 
decrease from 6 
3/4” to 6 1/2”.

Maximum 
carapace size 
decrease from 6 
3/4” to 6 1/2”.

TABLE 1. EFFECTIVE SCHEDULE FOR IMPLEMENTATION OF ADDENDUM XXVII
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RESEARCHER HIGHLIGHT
To explore more research stories 
from American Lobster Initiative, 

visit our StoryMap collection:

https://arcg.is/1CHT1j

R E S E A R C H  F R O M  A M E R I C A N  L O B S T E R  I N I T I A T I V E R E S E A R C H  F R O M  A M E R I C A N  L O B S T E R  I N I T I A T I V E

We welcome your feedback. 
Email us at lobster@whoi.edu

EXPANSION
Species Range 
EXPANSION
Simonne Dodge, Jennie Rheuban, & Stephanie Murphy  |  WHOI Sea Grant | 2/2024

Researchers want to know how newcomers 
affect juvenile lobsters Jon Grabowski, PhD

PRINCIPAL INVESTIGATOR
Jon Grabowski is a professor 
and the assistant director at 

Northeastern University’s Marine 
Science Center.

READ 
the RESULTS
In the lab, the team filmed and 
analyzed interactions between 
juvenile lobsters, black sea 
bass, and blue crabs to better 
understand the impact these 
new species have on lobster 
foraging behavior.  Early video 
footage shows that blue crabs 
can voraciously consume 
juvenile lobsters when in close 
proximity. The footage can be 
viewed online in the StoryMap 
at https://arcg.is/1vHLrb0. This 
project is ongoing, and more 
detailed results will be available 
in the future. 

EXPLORE 
the PROJECT
In 2022, the research team 
interviewed and surveyed 
lobstermen throughout New 
England to map black sea bass 
range. They caught and sampled 
black sea bass in Massachusetts 
Bay and Rhode Island, analyzing 
the stomach contents to look for 
remains of juvenile lobsters.

The team is also working to 
better understand the range 
expansion of blue crabs, 
collecting inshore observations 
from recreational fishermen and 
aquaculture growers.

UNDERSTAND 
the IMPORTANCE
As climate change continues to 
warm the Gulf of Maine, more 
southern species will expand 
their habitat range into this 
region. Black sea bass and blue 
crabs moving into the Gulf of 
Maine may present a business 
opportunity for fishermen, but 
these species could also be a 
threat if they are feeding on 
juvenile lobsters. This project 
will determine the impact of 
these species on the lobster 
industry and will better describe 
fishermen’s perceptions of this 
changing ecosystem. 

As animals usually found 
farther south move into 
warming Gulf of Maine 
waters, a team of researchers 
investigates the impact these 
newcomers—particularly black 
sea bass and blue crabs—have 
on the survival and foraging 
behavior of juvenile American 
lobsters.

The experimental tanks at Northeastern’s Marine Science Center

A juvenile lobster in an experimental tank at Northeastern’s Marine Science Center  Credit: Simonne Dodge, WHOI Sea Grant

photo caption A black sea bass at the Woods Hole Science Aquarium 

Helen was raised in New York City where her 
earliest exposures to marine sciences were as a 
volunteer at the NY Aquarium and later working 
in a research lab as an undergrad at Stony 
Brook University. Internships on Nantucket and 
in Florida inspired her grad school research 

on horseshoe crabs at the University of New 
Hampshire. Following a Knauss Fellowship in 
D.C., she joined NY Sea Grant, as a coastal 
resilience specialist in NYC. She is currently 
a PhD candidate in Jon Grabowski’s lab at 
Northeastern University.

Helen Cheng – Northeastern University
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their habitat range into this 
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Addendum 
FROM PAGE 1

The American Lobster TC Chair 
provided a report on the Board 
task from the October 2023 meet-
ing to compile information on the 
lobster resource and fishery in 
and around the Northern Edge of 
Georges Bank. This task responds 
to a potential action being consid-
ered by the New England Fishery 
Management Council (NEFMC) 
to allow scallop fishery access in 
Closed Area II. The TC identified 
various data sources that could be 
used to provide information on the 
seasonal presence and abundance 
of lobsters, including egg-bearing 
lobsters, as well as lobster fishery 
effort, in and around the North-
ern Edge. The TC will request 
data from federal trip reports, 
the Coonammesset Farm Foun-
dation’s seasonal bycatch scallop 
dredge survey, the Commercial 
Fisheries Research Foundation’s 
Lobster and Jonah Crab Research 
Fleet, and the Northeast Fisher-
ies Science Center trawl survey to 
provide analysis of lobster catch, 
abundance, and fishery effort so 
that this information can be con-
sidered by the NEFMC.

The Chair of the Jonah Crab 
TC reported on additional infor-
mation and recommendations re-
quested following approval of the 
2023 Benchmark Stock Assess-
ment. The TC recommended ad-
ditional indicators including fish-
ery-dependent CPUE from Rhode 
Island, fishery-dependent effort 
from Massachusetts, and price per 
pound data for landings of Jonah 
crab and other crustacean species 
should be reviewed regularly to 
monitor the Jonah crab stocks and 
fishery. The TC does not believe 
management action to address 
the stock condition is necessary at 
this time, but recommends indica-
tor data for the offshore Southern 
New England stock, where the 
majority of the fishery occurs, be 
updated annually, while data for 
the other three stock areas should 
be updated every five years. It also 
recommended engaging the Ad-
visory Panel annually to provide 
information on the market of the 
fishery. The Board supported the 
TC’s recommendations.

The Board discussed the impli-
cations of the American lobster 
minimum gauge size increase that 
will go into effect January 1, 2025 
as required by Addendum XXVII. 
Specifically, the LCMA 1 (inshore 
Gulf of Maine) minimum size will 
increase from 3 ¼” to 3 5/16”; after 
January 1, all LCMAs will have 
implemented a minimum gauge 
size greater than the coastwide 
minimum size of 3 ¼”, the size in 
which no area can be below. The 
Board’s intent is that the Mitch-
ell provision of the Magnuson-
Stevens Act, which was passed to 
prevent imports of lobster smaller 
than what the US industry can 
harvest, would prohibit imports 
of lobster below the new minimum 
size for LCMA 1, which will be the 
smallest active minimum size. 
The Board initiated an addendum 
to clarify that Addendum XXVII 
shall include compliance with the 
Mitchell provision, and the small-
est minimum size in effect should 
apply to foreign imports.

In relation to the recent NOAA 
rulemaking to implement ownership 
and trap cap provisions for LCMAs 2 
and 3, consistent with Addenda XXI 
and XXII, the Board discussed the 
measures included in the NOAA in-
terim rule, how they differ from the 
Commission’s addenda, and the im-
pacts to industry. Addenda XXI and 
XXII, approved in 2013, aimed to scale 
the capacity of the Southern New 
England (SNE) fishery to the dimin-
ished size of the SNE resource. How-
ever, in the decade that has passed 
since the Commission intended for 
complementary federal measures 
to be implemented, increases in the 
cost of bait and fuel, the loss of fish-
ing ground to wind energy develop-
ment, marine mammal protections, 
and the expansion of the Jonah crab 
fishery have significantly changed 
the fishery. Given these changes, the 
industry no longer supports reduced 
maximum trap limits for LCMAs 2 
and 3. The Board recommended the 
Commission withdraw its request 
to implement the measures set in 
Addenda XXI and XXII with two ex-
ceptions and tasked the Plan Devel-
opment Team to review the original 
goals and objectives of the plans and 
make recommendations for alternate 
measures to achieve those goals, con-
sidering recommendations from the 

LCMA 2 and 3 Lobster Conservation 
Management Teams. At the ASMFC 
Spring Meeting, the Board will con-
sider these recommendations and 
determine if an addendum or other 
action is needed to solicit a change 
to the measures in NOAA’s interim 
rule, which are scheduled to become 
effective May 1, 2025.

The Board received an update on 
the status of state implementation 
of Addendum XXIX. Addendum 
XXIX, approved in 2022, estab-
lished electronic tracking require-
ments for federally-permitted ves-
sels in the American lobster and 
Jonah crab fisheries. The Adden-
dum went into effect on December 
15, 2023 but several states have 
not yet implemented the required 
regulations. The Board agreed to 
send a letter to states that have not 
implemented the required mea-
sures, urging them to take action 
in a timely fashion to ensure com-
pliance with the Interstate FMP 
for American Lobster.

The Board approved the nomina-
tion of Denny Colbert, a commer-
cial offshore trap fisherman from 
Massachusetts, to the Jonah Crab 
Advisory Panel. Additionally, the 
Board agreed to postpone pursu-
ing a Management Strategy Evalu-
ation for American lobster until 
after the completion of the ongoing 
benchmark stock assessment.

For more information, please 
contact Caitlin Starks, Senior 
Fishery Management Plan Coordi-
nator, at cstarks@asmfc.org.

MOTIONS:

MAIN MOTION

Motion to initiate an adden-
dum to clarify that Addendum 
XXVII shall include compliance 
with the Mitchel provision and 
signal to NMFS that the small-
est implemented minimum size 
should apply to imports.

Motion made by Mr. McKiernan 
and seconded by Mr. Grout. Motion 
amended.

MOTION TO AMEND

Motion to amend to add con-
sideration of a maximum size 
limit for imports.

Motion made by Mr. Keliher and 
seconded by Mr. McKiernan. Mo-
tion passes by unanimous consent.

MAIN MOTION AS AMENDED

Motion to initiate an adden-
dum to clarify that Addendum 
XXVII shall include compliance 
with the Mitchell provision, 
signal to NMFS that the small-
est implemented minimum size 
should apply to imports, and 
also consideration of a maxi-
mum size limit for imports.

Motion passes by unanimous 
consent.

Move to recommend to the 
ISFMP Policy Board that the 
Commission send a letter to 
NOAA Fisheries to withdraw 
the Commission’s recommenda-
tion to implement the measures 
of Sections 3 and 4, except Sec-
tions 3.1.1 and 3.2.1 – transfers 
of Multi-LCMA Trap Allocation 
of Addendum XXI and all of Ad-
dendum XXII.

Motion made by Mr. McKiernan 
and seconded by Mr. Borden. Mo-
tion passes with 1 null vote (ME) 
and 1 abstention (NOAA Fisher-
ies).

Move to send states who have 
not implemented the electronic 
vessel tracking requirement for 
federal lobster permit holders 
a letter stating that the imple-
mentation deadline for this ac-
tion was December 15, 2023 and 
states need to implement this 
requirement in a timely fashion 
to ensure compliance with the 
Lobster FMP.

Motion made by Mr. Keliher and 
seconded by Mr. Grout. Motion 
passes by unanimous consent.

Move to approve the nomina-
tion of Denny Colbert to the Jo-
nah Crab Advisory Panel.

Motion made by Mr. McKiernan 
and seconded by Mr. Abbott. Mo-
tion passes by unanimous consent.

Move to have the Plan Devel-
opment Team review the con-
servation measures originally 
set in Addenda XXI and XXII 
and make recommendations for 
alternate measures to achieve 
those reductions inclusive of the 
Lobster Conservation Manage-
ment Team recommendations 
by the ASMFC Spring Meeting.

Motion made by Ms. Patterson 
and seconded by Mr. Keliher. Mo-
tion passes by unanimous consent.
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2024 Annual
Weekend & Industry 

Trade Show
March 21-24, 2024

AT THE EMERALD RESORT & CONFERENCE CENTER
35 Scudder Avenue, Hyannis, MA 02601 | www.theemeraldresort.com

SAVE THESE DATES!
Turn the page for your reservation forms and a look at all of the great events planned!

(Vendor setup is on the 21st)
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Dear MLA member and Annual Weekend attendee, 

In an effort to reduce our carbon footprint on the earth we are now going paperless and all the information 
and registration forms will be sent out in our weekly emails and are available on the MLA’s website Annual 
weekend page www.lobstermen.com.  If  you would like the registration forms mailed to you directly, please
call the MLA offi ce and speak with Tracey at 781.545.6984 Ext.2.

The 2023 MLA Annual Weekend and Trade Show is scheduled for March 21-24, 2024 at the Emerald Resort,
35 Scudder Ave, Hyannis, MA 02601.  https://theemeraldresort.com

If  you have not attended the 
Annual Weekend and Trade 
show in many years, well then 
this is the year you won’t want 
to miss out on all the fun and 
camaraderie.  There will be 
lots of  giveaways, raffl es, great 
entertainment and laughs with 
friends you may not have seen in 
years!

All rooms and booths are on 
a fi rst come fi rst serve basis.  If  
you would like a specifi c room or 
booth location DO NOT delay in 
getting you reservations in early.

  The last trade show was a 
great success thanks to the many 
MLA members, vendors and 
show attendees who are dedi-
cated to the fi shing industry. The 
Annual Weekend Committee 
continues to work hard to bring 
you new vendors to keep you 
up to date with all the newest 
gadgets and equipment in the 
industry.

If  you are interested in helping 
at the show, please call the offi ce 
and we will be more than happy 
to have your help.  Let’s make 
this 2024 Annual Weekend one to 
remember!

See you in March,

Annual Weekend Committee

Dear MLA member and Annual Weekend attendee, 

In an effort to reduce our carbon footprint on the earth we are now going paperless and all the information 
and registration forms will be sent out in our weekly emails and are available on the MLA’s website Annual 

2024
Annual Weekend
& Industry 
Trade Show
March 21-24, 2024
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Conference Center Meeting Rooms

Second Floor
Meeting Rooms
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2024
Annual Weekend
& Industry 
Trade Show
March 21-24, 2024

Massachusetts Lobstermen’s Association
8 Otis Place, Scituate, MA  02066-1323
Tel (781) 545-6984  
Tracey.Abboud@lobstermen.com 

Annual Weekend & Trade Show 2024
March 21 - March 24th 2024 (set up on March 21)
Emerald Resort and Conference Center of Hyannis

35 Scudder Ave, Hyannis, MA 02601

Exhibitor Booth Reservation-2024

Company Name: _________________________________________________________________________________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________________________

City, State, Zip Code: _____________________________________________________________________________________

Daytime Tel: (_________)_______________________________   Fax :  (__________)________________________________

Person in Charge of Booth:______________________________ E-mail:____________________________________________

Primary Product or Service: ________________________________________________________________________________
(If you are having an engine delivered PLEASE call and schedule a delivery time with Tracey Abboud 781-545-6984 xt. 2 —Thank you)

Special Requests or Needs: ________________________________________________________________________________

Set-up begins at 9:00 AM on Thursday       
(March 21) and must be completely removed 
by 1:00 PM on Sunday unless other 
arrangements have been made in advance.  

Booth’s include a 6’ covered table & 2 chairs

(       ) 1 Booth $750 __________________

(       ) 2 Booths $1050 __________________

(       ) 3 Booths $1350 __________________

(       ) Electricity $95 __________________

(       ) Lift for Engine $200 __________________

$__________________Total Enclosed

 ALL BOOTHS MUST REMAIN 
INTACT AND YOU MUST BE AT 

YOUR BOOTH BY 8:00 AM Sunday to 
qualify for the vendor raffle.

4 CASH PRIZES
THE BOOTH MAY 

NOT BE DISMANTLED
UNTIL 10:00 AM SUN. (March 24th)

Payment Info:  (    ) MasterCard (    ) Visa (    )Check  (Payable to MLA )

Name on card:__________________________________________________________________________

Card # _______________________________________________________________________________ 
3 numbers on back of card: ________________ Card  Exp Date____________

(You may call this number in)   

Signature:____________________________________________________________________________EX
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2024
Annual Weekend
& Industry 
Trade Show
March 21-24, 2024

                                                          35 Scudder Avenue
    Hyannis, MA 02601

           Main Phone: 508-775-7775

Massachusetts Lobstermen's Association
Annual Weekend and Trade Show 2024 

HOTEL RESERVATION FORM
Thursday, March 21, 2024 - Sunday, March 24, 2024  

                 
NAME(S) ___________________________________________________________________________________________

ARRIVAL DATE:_____________________________ DEPARTURE DATE:________________________________________

ADDRESS:__________________________________________________________________________________________

CITY:________________________________________ STATE:________________ ZIP CODE:_______________________

DAY TELEPHONE: _________________________________FAX:_______________________________________________
  

E-MAIL ADDRESS (REQUIRED): __________________________________________________________________________

CREDIT CARD TYPE: ________________________ CREDIT CARD NUMBER: ___________________________________

EXPIRATION DATE: _________________________ SIGNATURE: ______________________________________________

Hotel & Meal Package Options

Check 
Choice Package Type Nights Cost Per 

Package
Friday 

Evening Buffet

Saturday Evening Banquet
Select One per Adult

Prime Rib

Seafood 
Medley 

consisting of 
Fish, Scallops 

& Shrimp
1 Night Package, 1 Adult Friday Only $160.89 Included Not Included Not Included
1 Night Package, 2 Adults Friday Only $199.90 Included Not Included Not Included
1 Night Package, 3 Adults Friday Only $250.35 Included Not Included Not Included
1 Night Package, 1 Adult Saturday Only $198.89 Not Included
1 Night Package, 2 Adults Saturday Only $275.88 Not Included
1 Night Package, 3 Adults Saturday Only $364.33 Not Included
2 Night Package, 1 Adult Fri & Sat $359.78 Included
2 Night Package, 2 Adults Fri & Sat $475.78 Included
2 Night Package, 3 Adults Fri & Sat $614.68 Included
3 Night Package, 1 Adult Thurs, Fri & Sat $481.68 Included
3 Night Package, 2 Adults Thurs, Fri & Sat $597.69 Included
3 Night Package, 3 Adults Thurs, Fri & Sat $748.05 Included
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2024
Annual Weekend
& Industry 
Trade Show
March 21-24, 2024
Package prices are inclusive of all taxes, gratuities and service fees.

Additional Hotel Options
Check 
One

Additional Nights Indicate Dates/Number of 
Adults

Cost

Hotel Only. No meals included. Rate is per night for 1 or 2 adults. Rate is 
inclusive of tax.

$135.05
Per Night

RESERVATION POLICIES

Cutoff Date:  All reservations for guestrooms must be made by Thursday, March 7, 2024. After 
this date, we cannot guarantee the availability of guestrooms or the group rate. 

Meal Tickets and Choices:  All meal choices for the Saturday night banquet must be made prior 
to Thursday, March 7, 2024.  If meal selection is not made by this date, we cannot guarantee your 
preferred meal choice. Meal selections and number of guests in the package may not be adjusted 
within 10 days of arrival.

Deposit:  We require a deposit of $100.00 at the time the reservation is made. If the deposit is by 
credit card, we will charge the deposit in advance when the Reservation Form is received.

Cancellation Policy: If an individual reservation is cancelled (7) seven days or more prior to 
arrival the deposit is refunded less a $15.00 service charge.  If an individual reservation is 
cancelled (6) six days or less or the guest does not arrive on the specified dates, the reservation 
is cancelled for all nights and the deposit will be forfeited. The remaining nights on the 
reservation will also be cancelled and are not automatically reinstated.  

Confirmation:  A confirmation email will be sent to you directly from the Emerald Resort/Irish 
Village. 

  
CHECK-IN TIME AFTER 3:00 PM - CHECK-OUT TIME BY 11:00 AM

Please Fax, Email or Mail completed form to our Reservations Department (1 form per room) 

Updated Fax Number: 508-778-6910

Email: stay@theemeraldresort.com

Mail: Emerald Resort / Irish Village 35 Scudder Avenue, Hyannis, MA 02601

Please make checks payable to the Emerald Resort

This form must be received prior to March 7, 2024. Phone or online reservations will not be accepted. 
Any changes to your reservation must be made by submitting a revised form.

Please note change and mark form as “REVISED” to avoid duplicate reservations. 
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FOR SALE:
50ft., Jersey boat 2-671 Detroit engines-
twin disc transmissions-wiring needs to 
be fi nished, frame upbuild for lobstering. 

30k or best offer.
For more info, call-text

Elaine 339-832-2493
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Friday, March 22, 2024
MLA Industry Trade Show Hours 
9:00am-4:00pm

New England Young 
Fishermen’s Alliance 
Friday 9:30 Room: Centerville 
Presented by: Andrea Tomlinson 

The New England Young Fishermen’s 
Alliance strives to empower the next 
generation in our local commercial 
fi shing industry by providing critical 
networking, training, and resources. 
Through value-based initiatives, 
we plan to preserve, protect, and 
promote the future of  our small 
boat fi shing businesses in northern 
New England. We currently offer an 
annual Deckhand to Captain training 
program for northern Massachusetts, 
NH and southern Maine commercial 
fi shermen and women who are 
dedicated to becoming Owner-
Operators. Our nine-month course 
offers intensive training in business 
management, budget development, 
public speaking, permitting, and 
licensing, collaborative marketing, 
advocacy, and cooperative research 
opportunities. Come listen and learn 
more about our unique program!

Cooking Demo
Friday 10:45 room: Bass River
Come see and taste what the Emerald 
Resort and Conference Center’s 
Master Chef  will create for you this 
year. You can’t miss this so get there 
early and get ready to be dazzled.  
Please check the Show Program for 
the fi nal menu. 

Examining the lobster boom 
and potential threats through 
collaborative research with 
the lobster fi shery
Friday 11:00 Room Centerville 
Presented by: Jon Grabowski, Northeastern 
University, Professor, Department of Marine 
and Environmental Sciences, Associate 
Director, Marine Science Center 

New England is home to some of  the 
oldest and most iconic fi sheries species 
in the U.S., such as the American 
lobster. Lobster populations and 
landings in coastal Maine have been 
consistently high over the past couple 

of  decades, yet the fi shery faces a 
multitude of  threats currently. Several 
mechanisms have been proposed 
behind this increase in lobsters, 
including release from cod and other 
predators in coastal waters as well as 
bottom-up augmentation from herring 
bait. Yet new potential predators have 
emerged, such as black seabass and 
other potential predators of  juvenile 
lobsters expanding into the Gulf  of  
Maine. This talk will discuss two 
decades of  collaborative research 
with the lobster industry examining 
hypotheses of  why lobster populations 
boomed over the past several decades 
as well as the industry’s observations 
of  and potential impacts from these 
newcomers. Finally, we will introduce 
a new project partnering with the 
Massachusetts Lobster Association 
examining impacts to and the adaptive 
capacity of  the lobster fi shery. 

Training for the Industrial 
Athlete: Mind, Body and Vessel
Friday 2:00 Room: Centerville 
Presented by: The Northeast Center for 
Occupational Health and Safety

Working safely and supporting the 
health and wellbeing of  captains and 
crew members is an important part 
of  fi shing fl eet sustainability. In the 
coming years, industry fl uctuations 
and increasing regulation have the 
potential to negatively impact fi shing 
safety and fi shermen’s mental and 
physical health. This session will focus 
on providing simple, practical health 
and safety tips to help fi shermen 
stay as productive as possible in 
the 2024 fi shing season. Instead of  a 
presentation, we propose to set up six 
“Quick Tip” stations that fi shermen 
can rotate through at their own pace. 
Each station will focus on a specifi c 
topic and will offer give-aways, info 
sheets and apps to help fi shermen 
implement suggestions on their 
vessels. 

B-I-N-G-O 
Friday 2:00 Room: Barnstable III 
Presented by: The MLA and 
Therese Sauvageau 

Come join us for a few rounds of  
B-I-N-G-O and win some prizes! 

YOU MUST BE 18 YEARS OR 
OLDER TO PLAY! 

Friday 3:30pm-6:30pm MLAs 
Infamous Hospitality Suite 
Barnstable I 

Come take a break in the 
Bait Shed!                                                                                        
Friday 4:00 room: Barnstable II 
(Next to MLA Hospitality Suite)
Presented by: Brian Robbins 

Need to decompress, kick back, and 
have a few laughs?  Come hang out 
in the Bait Cooler with Commercial 
Fisheries News’ Brian Robbins.  Brian 
(who considers coming down from 
Maine to Hyannis “going South for the 
winter”) might share some memories 
from growing up in Stonington, ME 
or from his offshore lobstering days; 
he’ll no doubt have stories from his 
travels along the New England coast 
for CFN; maybe he’ll play a tune or two 
on the guitar … who knows?  The only 
thing for sure is, it’ll be a laid-back, 
good time that will set you up for the 
evening with a big grin.

Grand Bu� ett Dinner
& Singo & Trivia 
Friday 6:30 Room:  Bass River
Don’t Forget to bring your Pre-paid 
dinner tickets with you!

MLAs Super Silent Auction
will be held during the Grand Buffett 
Dinner and will end before Singo & 
Trivia start.  This is to benefi t the 
MLAs Scholarship Fund.  Don’t forget 
your checkbooks! 

Singo & Trivia
Friday 7:45 after Grand Bu� ett 
Dinner Room: Bass River 
Presented by: Steve Montmagny!

Prepare yourself  for lots of  laughter & 
loads of  fun playing along with Steve 
who has been in the entertainment 
industry for many years hosting all 
types of  venues on the South Shore 
and beyond.  Singo is bingo in music 
form!  Each player has a “singo” card 
with song titles on it. Steve plays the 
songs and if  you are the fi rst person to 
have all the song titles on your ‘singo 
card” you win the game and receive 
a prize!  Be ready to show off  your 
knowledge of  fun facts & play some 
trivia, too!   20

24
 PR

OG
RA

M
 EV

EN
TS

 &
 SE

MI
NA

RS



23

|  February 2024
M

assachusetts Lobsterm
en’s A

ssociation
w

w
w

.lobsterm
en.com

Friday 9:00pm-12:00am MLAs 
Infamous Hospitality Suite 
Barnstable I 

Saturday March 23, 2024
MLA Industry Trade Show Hours 
9:00am-4:00pm

Make a Sea Glass Lobster 
Shadow Box Craft                                           
Saturday 9:30 Room:
Barnstable III                                                          
Presented by: Katie Finocchiaro 

Come have fun with Katie as 
she helps you build a Sea Glass 
Lobster Shadow Box.  Space is 
limited so you must sign up at 
the MLA Booth. 

A Regional Framework for 
Financial Compensation from 
O� shore Wind Impacts
Saturday 9:30 Room: Centerville 
Presented by: Kris Ohleth, Director of Special 
Initiative on O� shore Wind

Moving towards coexistence between the 
fi shing community and offshore wind 
requires a variety of  creative solutions. 
Once the options of  avoiding, minimizing, 
and other mitigation strategies have been 
exhausted, a tool that can and has been 
applied is fi nancial mitigation to compensate 
fi shermen for loses. 11 Atlantic Coast states 
are working together to develop a regional 
framework for fi nancial compensation, 
which will be discussed in depth during this 
session.

Title forthcoming 
Saturday 11:00 Room: Centerville 
Presented by: WHOI Sea Grant, Jennie Rheuban 
and Stephanie Murphy

The Sea Grant American Lobster 
Initiative, funded by the National Oceanic 
and Atmospheric Administration’s 
National Sea Grant College Program, is 
addressing critical knowledge gaps about 
American lobster and its iconic fi shery in 
a dynamic and changing environment. The 
initiative, which began in 2019, supports 
both scientifi c research and a regional 
Sea Grant extension program in the 
Northeast U.S. Together, the research and 

extension components of  this initiative 
will develop and share new knowledge and 
understanding with industry stakeholders 
and resource managers from Maine to 
New York. This session will feature three 
newly funded research projects that 
address issues that are directly relevant 
to the lobster industry. We will provide 
snacks and coffee to promote attendance 
and a more informal feel to the session. 
The session will be an opportunity for the 
research teams to share their upcoming 
plans for their research projects. We 
hope to host an open discussion about the 
projects to hear input from fi shermen and 
managers on what products might be useful 
around each of  the research topics. Projects 
highlighted will include: 1) the acoustic 
impacts of  offshore wind development 
on lobsters, 2) stress, social disruption, 
trust, and adaptive capacity of  the lobster 
industry, and 3) surface convergences as 
a widely undersampled microhabitat for 
American lobster larvae.

MA Division of Marine Fisheries 
and MA Environmental Police 
Roundtable 
Saturday 1:30 Room: Centerville                                                                                                              
Presented by: MA Division of Marine Fisheries 
and MA Environmental Police 

The Massachusetts Division of  Marine 
Fisheries (DMF) is responsible for the 
conservation of  marine fi sheries resources. 
This includes managing both recreational 
and commercial harvesting of  saltwater 
fi nfi sh, shellfi sh, and crustaceans like 
lobster and crab. The DMF oversees policy 
which promotes sustainability while 
balancing the requirements of  a complex 
coastal fi shing industry.  State offi cials will 
be on hand to present new information on 
lobster stock status, fi shery trends, whales, 
and discuss other issues of  concern to the 
industry.   
The Massachusetts Environmental Police 
protect the environment and natural 
resources through enforcement, education, 
and public outreach.  The “U.S. marine 
resource laws exist to ensure sustainable 
fi sh populations; protect threatened marine 
species and the habitats they live in and 
to ensure these resources are around 
for  future generations to enjoy. When 
people cheat and willfully violate fi shery 
management regulations it puts those 
who comply with the rules at a signifi cant 
disadvantage. 

Friday 3:30pm-6:30pm MLAs
Infamous Hospitality Suite 
Barnstable I 

MLA Grand Banquet & 
MLA Awards Ceremony
Saturday 6:30 Room:  Bass River 
Don’t forget to bring your Pre-paid dinner 
tickets with you. 

Come join us for our Grand Banquet and 
MLA Awards Ceremony as we recognize 
several individuals for all their hard work 
and dedication to the MLA and commercial 
lobster industry!  
We will also be giving away 3 Merry Weekend 
Getaways at the Emerald Resort & Conference 
Center!  These will be drawn at the Banquet 
and You must be present to win.  

Elvis is in the Building! 
Immediately following the MLA 
Awards Presentation come join 
us for an evening with Mike 
Slater as he moves, sings, and 
sounds like Elvis Presley, the 
greatest entertainer of  all time, 
so put on your “Blue Suede 
Shoes” and prepare yourself  for a tribute to 
the “King of  Rock ‘n’ Roll”! 

Mike has been paying tribute to “The King” 
for over 26 years throughout the United States 
and Canada!  Get up, dance, and sing along to 
the beloved songs of  Elvis Presley!

Saturday 9:00pm-12:00am MLAs 
Infamous Hospitality Suite 
Barnstable I 

Sunday March 24, 2024
MLA Industry Trade Show Hours 
8:00am-10:00am

Come join us as we wrap up another 
successful Annual Weekend & Industry Trade 
Show!  We will be drawing all the raffl es.  
Don’t forget to come get your FREE Rise 
and Shine for the MLA’s Attendees Raffl e
ticket. After your coffee make your way down 
to the Exhibit Hall to pick up your Ticket 
for a chance to win cash prizes.  Tickets will 
be given out at the MLA booth on Sunday 
between 8:30am & 9:30am only and drawn at 
10:00am!  YOU MUST BE PRESENT TO WIN

Let’s send off our vendors with 
a great big show of appreciation.
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2024
Annual Weekend
& Industry 
Trade Show
March 21-24, 2024

MLA Annual Weekend & Lobster Trade Show 2024
EMERALD RESORT/IRISH VILLAGE, HYANNIS, MA  

Order Form for Extra Meal Tickets

Day/Time Description
Price Per 
Person

Number 
Requested Total Price

3/22/24
Friday Evening
Buffet 
6:30 pm – 7:45 pm

Entertainment TBD
7:45pm to 9:00pm

Buffet Dinner 
Roasted Tomato Soup
Mixed Garden Greens
2 choices of dressings 

Roasted Chicken with Cornbread and 
Dried Fruit Stuffing

Braised Beef Short Ribs
Chefs Selection of Starch and Seasonal 

Vegetables
White Chocolate Bread Pudding

Coffee and Tea

$50.00

3/23/2024        
Saturday Evening
Dinner 

6:30 pm Dinner 

Award Ceremony 
8:00pm 

Entertainment TBD
9:00pm – 11:00pm

Please choose 
Entrée

Banquet Dinner
New England Clam Chowder 
Caesar Salad
Choice of Seafood Medley consisting of 
Fish, Scallops & Shrimp or
Prime Rib of Beef 
Warm Rolls
Chef’s choice of Starch, Vegetable,
Dessert, Coffee and Tea                                                                                                                                       

$65.00

(Please Choose Entrée)

Seafood Medley consisting of Fish, 
Scallops & Shrimp -

Prime Rib of Beef-

                                            Total Amount Enclosed:  $

Name: ___________________________________________Tel : ________________________________
Address: ______________________________________________________________________________

[ ] Visa        [ ] Master Card       [ ] Check payable to MLA
Name on Card _________________________________________________________________________ 
Card Number: ________________________________________________ Exp Date: _________________
Last 3 numbers on back of card:  You may call this number in:  ___________________________________
Signature: ____________________________________________ Today’s Date: _____________________ 

Mail this form to:
Massachusetts Lobstermen’s Association 

8 Otis Place, Scituate, MA 02066
Tel. (781) 545-6984

EX
TR

A M
EA

L T
ICK

ET
S



26

Fe
br

ua
ry

 2
02

4 
 |

M
as

sa
ch

us
et

ts
 L

ob
st

er
m

en
’s 

A
ss

oc
ia

tio
n

w
w

w
.lo

bs
te

rm
en

.c
om

SIN
GO
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A /

 GR
AN

D B
UF

FE
T GRAND BUFFET & “SINGO”

Bass River Room
Friday, 6:30 PM
March 22, 2024

DO NOT miss your chance to win one of the cash prizes! *
DON T FORGET to bring your Pre-paid dinner tickets with you! 

* - You must be present to win. 

Be ready to show o�  your knowledge
of fun facts and play some trivia 

following Friday evening’s Grand Bu� et!

Prepare yourself for lots of
laughter and loads of fun playing

Steve has been in the entertainment 
industry for many years hosting

all types of venues on the
South Shore and beyond. 

“SINGO”
& TRIVIA
WITH STEVE

MONTMAGNY!“Singo” is Bingo in music form!
Each player has a “Singo” card with song 
titles on it. Steve plays the songs and if
you are the fi rst person to have all the 

song titles on your “singo card” you
win the game and receive a prize! 



27

|  February 2024
M

assachusetts Lobsterm
en’s A

ssociation
w

w
w

.lobsterm
en.com

            “PULL THE PIN AND THROW IT IN” 


                            


JohnReardon@Hercules-SLR-US.com                      USCG Safety Inspection Station #327


 Marine Hardware                                
 Cotesi - Netting, Leaded/Sink Rope 
 Stormline & Climate Technical-Foul Weather Gear 
 Buoys & Floats 
 Lobster Bands 
 PFD’s, Vests, Float Coats                                                                          
 Fish Totes                                                        Inflatable PFD’s 
 Insulated Tubs                                                           
 Cordage & Twine                                                        
 Mooring Equipment 
 Boarding Ladders 
 Polysteel Rope- Esterpro Sinking, Hydropro 
 Leadline 
 Wire Rope - FC Galv, IWRC, Dyform 
 HiFlyers 12’, 14’ & 15’ XHD 
 Golf & Batting Cage Netting

ACR Electronics 
  Sales & Service 
for your E.P.I.R.B.

               

Imperial 
Survival Suits 
Sales & Annual 

Inspections 
Done in house 


 
 
 
 




Fenders & Buoys-All Colors



Call our USCG Certified Drill Conductors: 

Rodney Avila 508-889-0401 

Ted Williams 508-264-5779 








Boots from 
Honeywell Safety 
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Elvis Presley was the greatest entertainer of all time,
so put on your “Blue Suede Shoes” and prepare yourself 

for a tribute to the “King of Rock ‘n’ Roll” starring

MIKE SLATER!
     Mike has been paying tribute to “The King” for over
26 years throughout the United States and Canada! 

Get up, dance, and sing along to
the beloved songs of Elvis Presley!

• All current insured members of the
MLA-NPBPC, LTD can enter to
WIN UP TO A $2,000 CREDIT
on your policy period 7/1/24-6/30/25.
Note: There is no cash value.

• All membership dues & insurance premium 
must be paid in full in order to enter the ra�  e.

• All members of the MLA can also enter
a separate drawing for a chance to
WIN ONE OF FIVE $100 CASH PRIZES!

• FREE MEMBER GIFT!  Pick one while 
supplies last: MLA baseball hat, MLA Gear,
a MLA pocket knife and more.

• You do not have to be present to win;
we will notify you after.

FREE MEMBERS RAFFLE & GIFT
FOR DUES PAYING MEMBERS!

SATURDAY EVENING FOLLOWING THE MLA AWARDS BANQUET:
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Spend
$100.00,

get a

LEGAL 
DEFENSE 
T-SHIRT

while
supplies last!!

Join KATIE FINOCCHIARO
from

Sunshine Daydream Productions
and make a

 SEA-GLASS LOBSTER
SHADOW BOX!

Saturday morning at 9:30 AM
in the Barnstable 111 room

— Sign up at the MLA booth —

Cra�  your stre�  away!

$1,000.00 CASH PRIZE &
SCRATCH TICKETS $255.00 VALUE

LEGAL DEFENSE
FUND RAFFLE
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KITTERY
PORTLAND
ROCKLAND   
SEARSPORT

SW HARBOR
JONESPORT

MAINE hamiltonmarine.com 800-639-2715

ORDER ONLINE, OR GIVE US A CALL TODAY. 

With six established locations along the 
Maine coast, Hamilton Marine is a must-
shop for boating enthusiasts, fishermen, 
boat builders and inquiring travelers to 
Maine. Don’t know what part you need 
to get the ol’ gal going again? Look-
ing for the best outerwear to keep you 
comfortable on the water? Need a gift 
for the fisherman in your life? 
We’re here to help!

Photo by Wayne Hamilton ©

#Save
MaineLo

bste
rm

en

PROUD SPONSOR OF
MLA Legal Defense Fund
MFF Scholarship Fund
Maine Lobster Boat Races
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Vineyard Wind 1 LLC is con-
structing an 800 MW offshore wind 
project located in federal Lease 
Area OCS-A-0501 approximately 15 
miles south of  Martha’s Vineyard 
and Nantucket. The lease area (also 
referred to as the Wind Develop-
ment Area of  WDA) is approxi-
mately 63,000 acres where 62 wind 
energy turbines and one electrical 
platform will be installed in a grid 
pattern spaced one nautical mile 
apart in a north/south/east/west 
direction.

Vineyard Wind has created a 
fisheries compensatory mitigation 
program with a primary objective 
to provide fair, equitable compen-
sation to commercial fishermen 
for economic losses attributable to 
Vineyard Wind 1’s construction, 
operations, and decommissioning 
activities.

Three escrow funds have been 
established to compensate affected 
fishermen in Massachusetts, Rhode 
Island, and Other States (Connecti-
cut, New Jersey, and New York). 
Compensation may also be available 
to fishing businesses (i.e., shoreside 
businesses) in Massachusetts.

For commercial fishermen, the 
first phase of  the program will be 
the eligibility phase, which will 
require commercial fishing vessel 
owners to qualify for compensation 
payments based on defined eligibil-
ity criteria. Once qualified, a com-
mercial vessel owner may elect to 
participate in either an expedited 
claims process or a regular claims 
process, both of  which are based on 
a commercial fishing vessel owner’s 
historic revenue dependence on the 
WDA but require different levels of  
documentary proof. Fishermen will 
not need to demonstrate economic 

impacts from Vineyard Wind 1 in 
order to qualify for the program or 
receive compensation payments.

The Vineyard Wind 1 Fisheries 
Compensatory Mitigation Pro-
gram is scheduled to be launched 
in March 2024. Information about 
the third-party administrator, the 
program, and how to apply will be 
available on the program’s web-
site: www.vw1fisheriescomp.com. 
Once the program launches, com-
mercial fishermen will be able to 
apply to the program to establish 
eligibility. The program’s eligibility 
criteria for commercial fishing ves-
sel owners is provided below.

Eligibility Criteria for Fishermen

• Commercial fishing vessel own-
ers/operators homeported in 
Massachusetts, Rhode Island, 
Connecticut, New Jersey, or New 
York

• Valid 2023 commercial fishing per-
mit from NOAA Fisheries

• Current government-issued vessel 
registration showing ownership, 
or a vessel lease agreement

• Documented fishing activities 
within the WDA in at least three 
of  the last seven years of  the base-
line period (2016-2022). Fishing ac-
tivities can be established by sub-
mitting information that includes, 
but is not limited to, the following:

° Vessel Trip Reports

° Vessel Monitoring System infor-
mation

° AIS information

° Fishery observer or At-Sea Mon-
itor information

° NOAA Cooperative Research 
Study Fleet information

° Chart plotter data/images

° Logbooks

° Other trip level reporting infor-
mation that establishes fishing 
activity in the WDA

• Documented annual revenue 
from fishing activities in the cor-
responding three years. Annual 
revenues can be established by 
submitting information that in-
cludes, but is not limited to, the 
following:

° Internal Revenue Service Form 
1099 and/or other tax documents 
that include reported income

° Sales receipts

° Dealer slips

° Dealer compilation reports

° Other income information that 
establishes income from fishing 
activities

Vineyard Wind 1 Fisheries Compensatory 
Mitigation Program

Vineyard Wind 1 WDA (green shaded area) within federal Lease Area 
OCS-A 0501
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RESEARCHER HIGHLIGHT
To explore more research stories 
from American Lobster Initiative, 

visit our StoryMap collection:

https://arcg.is/1CHT1j

R E S E A R C H  F R O M  A M E R I C A N  L O B S T E R  I N I T I A T I V E R E S E A R C H  F R O M  A M E R I C A N  L O B S T E R  I N I T I A T I V E

We welcome your feedback. 
Email us at lobster@whoi.edu

GREAT DISCONNECT
Larval prey and the  
GREAT DISCONNECT
Simonne Dodge, Jennie Rheuban, & Stephanie Murphy  |  WHOI Sea Grant | 2/2024

Despite rising numbers of spawners and early-
stage larvae, do declines of late-stage larvae and 
settlers come down to a limited food supply?

Rick Wahle, PhD
PRINCIPAL INVESTIGATOR
is a retired professor and past 

director of the Lobster Institute at 
the University of Maine.

READ 
the RESULTS
The research team’s diet 
analysis found C. finmarchicus
in the gut of wild-caught larvae 
was disproportionately high 
compared to its low abundance 
during the summer larval lobster 
season. This hints at larval 
preference for C. finmarchicus.

In assessing larval nutrition, the 
team found early-stage, wild-
caught larvae had lower fat 
reserves than well-fed, lab-raised 
counterparts; the populations had 
similar fat reserves in the postlarval 
stage. This suggests that if food 
scarcity is causing a large die-off 
of lobster larvae, it is likely in the 
early developmental stages.

EXPLORE 
the PROJECT
Previous research identified a 
connection between declines 
in settlers and declines in the 
abundance of the zooplankton 
Calanus finmarchicus—an energy-
rich food source for lobsters and 
many other Gulf of Maine species. 
To determine if a lack of plankton, 
including C. finmarchicus, leads to 
fewer lobsters surviving to settle 
on the seafloor, the researchers 
collected larvae and zooplankton 
from the seafloor to the ocean’s 
surface. They dissected wild-
caught larvae to better understand 
their zooplankton diet, analyzed 
the nutritional status of wild-
caught and lab-fed larvae, and 
larvae’s stage-specific feeding 
preferences and behaviors.

UNDERSTAND 
the IMPORTANCE
This project helps to fill a large 
gap in our understanding of larval 
lobsters’ diet and tests whether 
larval survival is dependent on the 
availability of certain planktonic 
foods, like C. finmarchicus. Trends 
in lobster settlement are a key 
predictor of subsequent trends 
in lobster harvest some five to 
seven years later. Exploring the 
abundance of larval lobster prey 
may also be helpful for discerning 
the state of the ocean’s larger 
food web, upon which the 
American lobster depends. 

It’s being called “The Great Disconnect”: 
Historically high numbers of egg-bearing lobsters 
in the Gulf of Maine, yet declining counts of 
juveniles settling there. A research team asks: Is 
a climate change-induced scarcity of planktonic 
foods to blame?

Late stage larva feeding on C. finmarchicus in a lab experiment

A close-up image of Calanus finmarchicus  Credit: Jeffrey Runge, University of Maine

Evie Layland, a former grad student in the Wahle lab at UMaine A collection of lobster post-larvae

Rick’s interest in the inner workings of ocean 
ecosystems propelled him towards a career in 
marine science. After receiving an undergraduate 
degree in zoology from the University of New 
Hampshire, he earned a master’s in marine biology 
at San Francisco State University, followed by 

a PhD in zoology at the University of Maine. A 
senior research scientist at the Bigelow Laboratory 
for Ocean Sciences for 15 years, he returned to 
UMaine as a professor and the director of the 
Lobster Institute until retirement in Sept. 2023. 

Rick Wahle – University of Maine
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RESEARCHER HIGHLIGHT
To explore more research stories 
from American Lobster Initiative, 

visit our StoryMap collection:

https://arcg.is/1CHT1j

R E S E A R C H  F R O M  A M E R I C A N  L O B S T E R  I N I T I A T I V E R E S E A R C H  F R O M  A M E R I C A N  L O B S T E R  I N I T I A T I V E

We welcome your feedback. 
Email us at lobster@whoi.edu

GREAT DISCONNECT
Larval prey and the  
GREAT DISCONNECT
Simonne Dodge, Jennie Rheuban, & Stephanie Murphy  |  WHOI Sea Grant | 2/2024

Despite rising numbers of spawners and early-
stage larvae, do declines of late-stage larvae and 
settlers come down to a limited food supply?

Rick Wahle, PhD
PRINCIPAL INVESTIGATOR
is a retired professor and past 

director of the Lobster Institute at 
the University of Maine.

READ 
the RESULTS
The research team’s diet 
analysis found C. finmarchicus
in the gut of wild-caught larvae 
was disproportionately high 
compared to its low abundance 
during the summer larval lobster 
season. This hints at larval 
preference for C. finmarchicus.

In assessing larval nutrition, the 
team found early-stage, wild-
caught larvae had lower fat 
reserves than well-fed, lab-raised 
counterparts; the populations had 
similar fat reserves in the postlarval 
stage. This suggests that if food 
scarcity is causing a large die-off 
of lobster larvae, it is likely in the 
early developmental stages.

EXPLORE 
the PROJECT
Previous research identified a 
connection between declines 
in settlers and declines in the 
abundance of the zooplankton 
Calanus finmarchicus—an energy-
rich food source for lobsters and 
many other Gulf of Maine species. 
To determine if a lack of plankton, 
including C. finmarchicus, leads to 
fewer lobsters surviving to settle 
on the seafloor, the researchers 
collected larvae and zooplankton 
from the seafloor to the ocean’s 
surface. They dissected wild-
caught larvae to better understand 
their zooplankton diet, analyzed 
the nutritional status of wild-
caught and lab-fed larvae, and 
larvae’s stage-specific feeding 
preferences and behaviors.

UNDERSTAND 
the IMPORTANCE
This project helps to fill a large 
gap in our understanding of larval 
lobsters’ diet and tests whether 
larval survival is dependent on the 
availability of certain planktonic 
foods, like C. finmarchicus. Trends 
in lobster settlement are a key 
predictor of subsequent trends 
in lobster harvest some five to 
seven years later. Exploring the 
abundance of larval lobster prey 
may also be helpful for discerning 
the state of the ocean’s larger 
food web, upon which the 
American lobster depends. 

It’s being called “The Great Disconnect”: 
Historically high numbers of egg-bearing lobsters 
in the Gulf of Maine, yet declining counts of 
juveniles settling there. A research team asks: Is 
a climate change-induced scarcity of planktonic 
foods to blame?

Late stage larva feeding on C. finmarchicus in a lab experiment

A close-up image of Calanus finmarchicus  Credit: Jeffrey Runge, University of Maine

Evie Layland, a former grad student in the Wahle lab at UMaine A collection of lobster post-larvae

Rick’s interest in the inner workings of ocean 
ecosystems propelled him towards a career in 
marine science. After receiving an undergraduate 
degree in zoology from the University of New 
Hampshire, he earned a master’s in marine biology 
at San Francisco State University, followed by 

a PhD in zoology at the University of Maine. A 
senior research scientist at the Bigelow Laboratory 
for Ocean Sciences for 15 years, he returned to 
UMaine as a professor and the director of the 
Lobster Institute until retirement in Sept. 2023. 

Rick Wahle – University of Maine
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Net Your Problem success-
fully collected 9,846 pounds 
from lobstermen in Scituate 
and Gloucester as a part of  
two rope swaps. Red and candy 
cane weak rope, with the MA 
lobster tracer was given in re-
turn. Both days were so much 
fun, and it was exciting to see 
how much rope each fi sherman 
had to recycle instead of  bring-
ing it to the landfi ll or other dis-
posal options.  In order to col-
lect the rope, I used large super 
sack bags that used to be used 
to transport salt, grain, sand 
or even virgin plastic resin for 
transport. Each bag was fi lled 
at both swaps, and the trailer 
could not have fi t a single more 
coil of  line both times. The line 

will now be processed for recy-
cling at my warehouse in New 
Bedford, polypropylene being 
separated out for mechanical 
recycling, the rest recycled in 
various ways. I thoroughly en-
joyed both of  these days and 
look forward to hosting more 
in the future. If  you have any 
more rope throughout this 
winter’s gear work to dispose 
of  - you can contact Caitlin at
caitlin@netyourproblem.com
or 774-316-0417, where we will 
set up a time for you to come to 
my warehouse. 

Net Your Problem is looking for warehouse space 
in New Bedford/Fairhaven area. Please please 
please share. It would be used to store used gear 
(net and line mostly) as it’s processed for recycling. 
Preferably a location with over 1000 square feet of 
interior space plus ample outdoor space available 
to be used. If there isn’t that much outdoor space, 
I would need probably 5000 square feet of interior 
space. With immediate outdoor access (not in a mill) 
a loading dock would be great but not necessary so 
large garage door(s) needed and power to operate a 
bailing machine and tools.  Please contact Caitlin at
caitlin@netyourproblem.com or 774-316-0417

Net Your Problem & MLA Rope Swap Events
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riverdale.com   |   sales@riverdale.com   |   1.800.762.6374

AMERICAN  MADE

Since 1980 Aquamesh® has 
revolutionized the marine 
industry. It’s designed to be 
weather and corrosion resistant 
to withstand the harshest 
marine conditions.

•  Proven Quality and Durability
•  Precision Engineered
•  Fastest Fishing Mesh
•  Unmatched Corrosion Resistance
•  The Highliner’s Top Choice

Rebekah,
3rd generation lobsterman.

designed for the LONG HAUL

•  Proven Quality and Durability

Designed and manufactured 
in Massachusetts with pride, 
by lobstermen who know the 
superiority of Aquamesh®
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Legal Defense 
Fund Updates

The Massachusetts Lobstermen’s 
Association (MLA) Legal Defense 
Fund (LDF) needs your support now 
more than ever.  This dedicated fund 
is for the purpose of  defending the 
Massachusetts commercial lobster 
fi shermen from legal and fi sher-
ies management actions that could 
seriously impact our commercial 
lobstermen’s ability to conduct their 
businesses and earn a living.

Currently, the MLA is actively 
engaged in three separate lawsuits 
that could have negative impacts 
on the commercial lobster industry 
and is working with our lawyers in 
Washington D.C. and here in the 
Commonwealth to fi ght for you and 
your industry.
UPDATE 1/29/2024 (Washington D.C.) 
Case 1:21-cv-02509-JEB - Maine 
Lobstermen’s Association, et al. v. 
NFMS

Please recall our long saga fi ght-
ing against NMFS’ 2021 Biological 
Opinion has fi nally resulted in a win, 
and what a win it was! On June 16, 
2023, the D.C. Circuit Court issued 
its ruling, unanimously fi nding that 
Judge Boasberg was wrong to up-
hold the Biological Opinion and rul-
ing against NMFS on every ground 
raised by us. This is an excellently 
written opinion that not only fi nally 
understands the stakes faced by our 
members, but fully holds NFMS to 
account for its illegal attempts to 
destroy our industry.

While the decision in the case is 
now the law of  the land, on No-
vember 29, 2023, we fi led a Motion 
to recover the MLA’s legal fees 
and costs expended in fi ghting 
against the United States Govern-
ment pursuant to the Equal Access 
to Justice Act, which provides in 
pertinent part that “a court shall 
award to a prevailing party other 
than the United States fees and other 
expenses…incurred by that party in 
any civil action…., unless the court 
fi nds that the position of  the United 
States was substantially justifi ed 
or that special circumstances make 
an award unjust.” Here, we rightly 
argue that the MLA was a prevailing 

party, the Government’s position (in 
the litigation and at the agency level) 
was not substantially justifi ed, and 
consequently the MLA is entitled 
to recover its legal fees and costs 
incurred in the matter.

While the Motion is still pending 
before the Court, the Government 
asked us to stay that Motion so 
we could try to negotiate a settle-
ment. We are actively negotiating 
with the Government and expect to 
have more news in the next couple 
months.
UPDATE 1/29/2024 (Washington D.C.) 
Case 1:18-cv-00112-JEB - CENTER 
FOR BIOLOGICAL DIVERSITY et al 
v. ROSS et al.

On May 16, 2023, NMFS moved to 
dismiss Judge Boasberg’s Order re-
quiring it to create a new Biological 
Opinion by the end of  2024 and dis-
missing the remainder of  the NGOs 
claims. NMFS’s basis for doing this 
was claiming that the Consolidated 
Appropriations Act doesn’t require 
a new Biological Opinion until 2028, 
making the decision moot. This is 
an almost identical argument to the 
one NMFS raised to the D.C. Circuit, 
which has not yet ruled on the mo-
tion to dismiss. 

Given this, we asked the Court to 
stay briefi ng on the motion to dis-
miss until the D. C. Circuit has ruled. 

The Court granted our motion to 
stay, delaying briefi ng until after 
the D.C. Circuit ruled. However, in 
the ruling, the Court said its order 
requiring a new Biological Opinion 
by December 2024 was no longer 
operative, giving clear relief  to the 
lobstermen. 

Now that the D.C. Circuit has 
issued its mandate, briefi ng has re-
sumed on the motion to dismiss. The 
NGOs have brought a motion asking 
the district court to delay enforcing 
the mandate. 

To prevail on the motion to 
stay, the NGOs needed to not only 
convince the to Court the moving 
party’s need for a stay — that is, the 
harm to the moving party if  a stay 
does not issue; and (3) whether a stay 

would promote effi cient use of  the 
Court’s resources.

The Court was unsympathetic to 
any of  these claims. First, it rightly 
noted that the NGOs miscited case 
law (a nice way of  saying lied) to 
show he could ignore the D.C. Cir-
cuit. He slapped that down and said 
he cannot ignore the D.C. Circuit, 
so the issue is done. But then he 
went further, addressing each stay 
element.

He decided that the government 
would be harmed by delays in 
implementing regulations, and the 
lobstermen would be harmed by 
delays in certainty. He determined 
that the NGOs do not need a stay 
because it won’t affect their other 
claims. We disagree with that as we 
think this moots their claims but we 
don’t read this as him saying he’s not 
going to moot their claims, which 
we have also moved for. Finally, he 
determined it would not be effi cient 
use of  resources. 

Overall, this was a pretty defi nitive 
rejection of  the NGOs theories and 
to us shows that Judge Boasberg is 
rightly skeptical of  the NGOs claims 
in light of  the D.C. Circuit ruling.

Briefi ng on the motions to dismiss 
the NGOs claims based on mootness 
is ongoing and we do not anticipate a 
ruling before the end of  the year. 
UPDATE 1/29/2024 (N.D. California.) 
Case No. 5:23-cv-04994-BLF; Sawyer, 
et al.  v. Monterrey Bay Aquarium, 
et al. 

Our suit against Monterey Bay 
Aquarium has come to an end. As 
you all know, our case against the 
Aquarium was fi led in Louisiana, 
and was based on a Louisiana law 
that allowed us to sue for disparage-
ment of  an agricultural product. 
Unfortunately, as a byproduct of  the 
transfer of  the case to the California 
federal courts, we lost the ability to 
maintain suit under Louisiana law, 
and California has no analogous 
statute. The combination of  having 
to resort to common law defamation 
and California’s relatively defama-
tion-claim-unfriendly environment, 
was an unenviable situation, and, 

after discussion with your named 
Plaintiffs, we came to the conclusion 
that MLA resources would be best 
spent in other areas. Ultimately, our 
win in Maine Lobstermen’s Ass’n v. 
Nat’l Marine Fisheries Serv., 70F.4th 
582 (D.C. Cir. 2023) confi rmed that 
the science behind the statements 
published by the Aquarium was 
fl awed, and we have communicated 
to the Aquarium that we trust it will 
keep the court’s ruling in that case 
in mind with any statements it may 
make in the future. 

We appreciate your continued sup-
port throughout this process. While 
it may not be the outcome some of  
you wanted to see, we have publicly 
demonstrated that their science is 
fl awed, and remain committed to 
fi ghting for you and the lobstering 
industry.

FEB 2024 SUPPORTERS
Brock Bobisink
Eric Lorentzen
Peter Mahoney

Therese Sauvageau
Doug Sibbald

to the Massachusetts
Lobstermen’s Association

LEGAL
DEFENSE FUND

DONATE
TODAY!
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Donate to the MLA Legal Defense Fund to 

“Band the Bite” TODAY!
Help us fill the lobster crate and help relieve 

the “PINCH” of defending commercial lobstermen!

Let’s fill the lobster crate TODAY!
Every $25 dollars donated puts another lobster in the lobster crate!!

There are several ways to make a donation
MLA website: www.lobstermen.com Legal Defense Fund Donation

Paypal: Legal Defense Fund Donation
Mail or drop off a check:

MLA, 8 Otis Place, Scituate, MA 02066 
Call the MLA : 781-545-6984 xt2

Use your camera on your phone to Scan the QR Code

THANK YOU for YOUR 
CONTINUED SUPPORT!

Donate to the MLA Legal Defense Fund to 

“Band the Bite” TODAY!
Help us fill the lobster crate and help relieve 

the “PINCH” of defending commercial lobstermen!

Let’s fill the lobster crate TODAY!
Every $25 dollars donated puts another lobster in the lobster crate!!

There are several ways to make a donation
MLA website: www.lobstermen.com Legal Defense Fund Donation

Paypal: Legal Defense Fund Donation
Mail or drop off a check:

MLA, 8 Otis Place, Scituate, MA 02066 
Call the MLA : 781-545-6984 xt2

Use your camera on your phone to Scan the QR Code

THANK YOU for YOUR 
CONTINUED SUPPORT!

UPDATE 1/29/2024 NMFS’s Proposed 
Rule to Permanently Close the Wedge

Last year NMFS illegally extended 
the 2022 Wedge Closure to close the 
Wedge from February through April 
2023. We challenged this decision in 
Court and the Court agreed we were 
right on the law, but ultimately de-
cided not to stop it because we could 
not show irreparable harm. 

NMFS is now at it again, attempt-
ing to convert its illegal 2023 Wedge 
Closure into a Permanent Final 
Rule. We submitted a robust com-
ment to the proposed final regulation 
that will explain to NMFS why its 
proposed final rule is illegal. If  and 
when NMFS issues a Permanent 
Final Rule, we will file suit to block 
the illegal Wedge Closure.

If  NMFS intends to move forward 
with its illegal action, we will pro-
ceed with litigation against it.

The commercial lobstermen’s 
businesses are at stake as well as 
the thousands of  jobs and shore side 
businesses that depend upon the 
continued success of  the commercial 
lobster industry.  The commercial 
lobstermen in Massachusetts are 
NOT to the problem and have done 
everything asked of  them by Na-
tional Marine Fisheries Service and 

have been working under the strict-
est conservation rules for the right 
whales anywhere in the world since 
2014.  Yet here we are, still fighting 
these lawsuits to keep the Massachu-
setts commercial lobstermen fishing.

The Massachusetts Lobster-
men’s Association has been actively 
involved in these lawsuits since 2018 
and we need your generous support 
today to continue our fight to keep 
the commercial lobstermen fish-
ing.  As we all know, any legal action 
costs lots of  money and over the last 
5 years the Massachusetts Lobster-
men’s Association Legal Defense 
Fund has spent over $300,000 fighting 
these legal battles.  These are real 
threats to the historic and iconic com-
mercial lobster industry, and we are 
doing everything to keep Massachu-
setts commercial lobstermen fishing.
WHERE TO MAKE DONATIONS

Any contribution to the Legal De-
fense Fund is greatly appreciated.

Donate by mail:

MLA LDF
8 Otis Place, Scituate, MA 02066
Donate online:

www.lobstermen.com
– In the Members section, select 

Dues/Donate.
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Rose Marine
877-283-3334 Gloucester, Mass

www.rosesmarine.com

Call Peter Tetrault for a shafting quote

� Best Pricing
� Largest Inventory
� Fastest Turnaround

Aqualoy Stainless Propeller Shafts
& Accessories

Hydraulic Hoisting Winches

2850 lb & 10,000 lb
Hoisting Capacity

IN STOCK 

Gresen25P W4
35 GPM – SS Spool

Commercial
DVA20 – 40 GPM
DVA35 – 60 GPM

Hydraulic Valves in Stock

Cross SBA2
30 GPM - Replaces SPW4

Trap Repair Wire
In Stock   6”- $99

13”- $159
16”- $235

Prices based on current stock.

“Steel Haul” 3/8” Sink Rope in Stock

$155 per

1200’ Coil
Prices based on current stock. 

“TYTAN” 7/16” Sink Rope in Stock

$169 per

1200’ Coil

Critical Grade,
In-Line Mufflers

Stainless Steel
In-Line MufflersSpiral Baffled 

Mufflers
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This application should contain accurate and detailed information and be accompanied by a copy of  your official high school 
transcript that is signed and sealed. 

Name: __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Home Address __________________________________________________________________________________________________________

City/Town:  __________________________________________________ State _____________ Zip ________

Father, Mother and/or Guardian’s Name:_________________________________________________________________________________

Occupation _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Are they a current member of  the Massachusetts Lobstermen’s Association?  [   ] Yes [  ] No 

Are both parents living?   [   ] Yes     [   ] No

Number and ages of  siblings living at home: ______________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Do you have anyone financially dependent upon you?   [   ] Yes    [   ] No 

If  yes, please explain: ___________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

How much financial aid is expected in your first year of  college/trade school:_______________________________________________

Name of  High School and year of  graduation: _____________________________________________________________________________

Name of  college or trade school you expect to enter: _______________________________________________________________________

Have you been accepted:  _____________What is your anticipated tuition:  _________________________

Have you received any other scholarships - If  yes, state amount(s): _________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

What business or profession do you expect to prepare for: _________________________________________________________________

What extra-curricular activities have you participated in: _________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

REFERENCES: Please enclose any letters of recommendation and at least two from the following choices: School Princi-
pal, Guidance Counselor, Instructor in your major, Pastor or Minister.  

Please write a short paragraph explaining why you are interested in your field of  endeavor:

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Educational grants are awarded at the descretion of  the committee and all decisions are final.

SIGNATURE:  ________________________________________________DATE:  ______________________________________

-- THIS APPLICATION MUST BE RETURNED BY APRIL 15, 2024 --

Mail or drop off  applications to:
Massachusetts Lobstermen’s Association Scholarship Committee, 8 Otis Place, Scituate, MA 02066

MASSACHUSETTS LOBSTERMEN’S ASSOCIATION, INC.
2024 EDUCATIONAL GRANT APPLICATION
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CLASSIFIEDS continue on Page 42

MLA Classifieds Classified ads are a free benefit to MLA Members and Non-members are a flat $25.00.
Ads run for 5 months & will be automatically deleted unless you call the MLA o¢ce to renew.

781-545-6984 or email ads to: tracey.abboud@lobstermen.com
*All ads are subject to review prior to placement

AD#1 (9/23) FOR SALE – Trap Trailer 6×12 
can hold approx. 50-3 footers. Good shape. 
$1,200.00 Call Ben 978-578-8882

AD#2 (10/23) FOR SALE–Hydraulic Com-
ponents, parts, and service. Pumps, Motors, 
Valves and Accessories. Hydraulic Hoses are 
made while you wait. Great Prices–Same 
day service (in many cases)-Wide selection 
of in-stock items. Rebuilt items are occa-
sionally available. ROSE MARINE, Gloucester, 
MA 877-283-3334

AD#3 (10/23) FOR SALE – KC Trap & 
Mesh–Traps-Heads-Finished Kits. Call for 
more information. 774-280-6638

AD#4 (10/23) FOR SALE – 1981 50 Ft., Jer-
sey Boat- Twin disc 507- Detroit 671- Needs 
wiring & electronics. BRO $25,000.00 Call 
for more info-781-834-6733

AD#5 (10/23) FOR SALE –Bruce Atkinson 
Novi 38ft 1984. Rebuilt John Deere 6081 
375 hp/1500 hrs. by Downeast Diesel. 2 
steering stations, 14” ss pot hauler, ss davit, 
295 Furuno color machine & tons more. Very 
well-maintained boat. Available in Glouces-
ter. Reach out with ANY question. Chris 
781-424-6946

AD#6 (10/23) FOR SALE – In Boston. 60 
new yellow cavatorta wire 43.5 x 22.5 x15 
lobster traps. Kitchen haul, double parlor 
hand knit head in rear, 10 gauges ends, 
bridges & front corner braces. 12-gauge 
body, side brace, skid plate & side cha¢ng 
pieces. Has plastic coated steel runners, 
plastic corners & plastic runner bumpers. 
These are quality made traps that you will 
absolutely love to haul! $182 each. Call Ed 
617-680 -4096

AD#7 (12/23) FOR SALE – 500+ lob-
ster traps w/line & buoys 3ft. $20.00- 
4ft.$35.00, located in Scituate. Can use yard 
where the traps are stored to get traps ready 
for use no charge for compressed air or elec-
tricity. Call 978-815-1734

AD#8 (10/23) FOR SALE – Turnkey Outer 
Cape Lobster Business: 1981 31ft. BHM 
Volvo 63P–370 HP, 2 1/2:1Twin Disc, spare 
wheels, many spare engine parts. OC State 
permit w/270 tags+ 10%, many endorse-
ments, 400+ traps, ground lines, end lines, 
flags, Go-Deeps, 200 totes, lids, + trap 
building tools & equipment. Boat also setup 
for Dogfish & Mackerel w/all gear, 8×16 trao 
trailer, 5’x7’walk in bait cooler, 6000#moor-
ing in Chatham Harbor, fiberglass ski´ with 
10HP Suzuki 4 stroke & trailer. $200k 0r 
BRO Steve 978-257-1062

AD#9 (10/23) FOR SALE – 31 ft., BHM Lob-
ster boat. 300 hp- John Deere, 2-VHF radios, 
chart plotter, Furuno fish finder, built in live 
tank, radar, 3 swivel rod holders. $65,000.00 
Call 508-280-3038

AD#10 (1/24) FOR SALE – Wooden conch 
pots, wood repair stock made to order, call 
774-201-0712

AD#11 (1/24) FOR SALE – 1980 Bob Rich 
40 wooden lobster boat. 471 Detroit diesel, 
twin disc gear, hydro-slave pot hauler w/
diverter valve for other fisheries. Two 75-gal 
fuel tanks (fiberglass) under deck, full cabin, 
GPS, Furuno depth sounder, VHF radio, MA 
coastal Area 1 lobster permit, 800 trap. Fed-
eral Area 1 lobster permit w/endorsements 
(ground-fish/dogfish) 800 pot limit. 140 wire 
lobster traps, some never used (brand new) 
60-70 buoy’s, extra ropes, safety equip-
ment, sea anchor, 12 fiberglass ski´ misc; 
lobster related equipment, spare propeller 
(never used) trap related repair equipment. 
$65,000. firm. Bill @ 781-834-7418

AD#12 (12/23) FOR SALE – 33 ft. lobster 
boat 1987 Novi/Scott 150 Ford engine. 600 
traps N.H. lobster license 100+ traps, dingy, 
trap trailer, ropes & buoys. Boat has been 
out of the water for 3-years. Also, a mooring 
at Pierce Island. $54,900.00 Call Douglas @ 
603-566-3654

AD#13 (12/23) FOR SALE – 22’ Sisu 
Lobster Boat W/150 HP Evinrude OB needs 
work. Has 12’ Hydraulic hauler. Runs o´ 
Honda Hydraulics. Power Pack needs work. 
Comes W/ bunk trailer. Asking $8000. or 
B.O. Call Robert@ 5:00 p.m. 617-846-3714 or 
617-650-3842

AD#14 (10/23) FOR SALE – Federal Area 1 
Permit: O´ers over $35.000 will be consid-
ered. IHsea@aol.com 781-639-0001

AD#15 (10/23) FOR SALE – Airsep- air-
cleaner 5” $100.00 Joel @781-581-0324 or 
E-mail joel.w.marie@gmail.com

AD#16 (10/23) FOR SALE – 5” Superior 
hauling block-Aluminum construction with 
stainless sheave $250. Joel @ 781-581- 0324 
or E-mail joel.w.marie@gmail.com

AD#17 (10/23) FOR SALE – Spare 
new stainless sheave for 5” Superior 
block-$150. Call Joel at 781-581-0324-E-
mail joel.w.marie@gmail.com

AD#18 (1/24) FOR SALE – 1990 42 ft PEI 
lobster boat in excellent condition. Cum-
mins 8.3L -6 CTA w/ ZF gear. 1700 hours 
on each. Electronics, safety gear, very well 
equipped.700 Brooks Trap Mill custom 
traps. 3/8 Everson ground line, & whale safe 
compliant end lines, Hi flyers & tide balls. 
State & federal licenses. As of June 1st, all 
gear in the water. Baited, tagged & fishing. 
Buy today & fish tomorrow Complete pack-
age $290,000. Will separate Boat $210,000, 
traps $75,000. state license $30,000. & fed 
license $40,000. Call 978-745-6182, leave 
message. Serious inquiries only – Pictures 
available

AD#19 (10/23) FOR SALE – In Boston. 60 
new black cavatorta wire 43.5 x 22.5 x 15 lob-
ster traps. Parlor haul, double parlor, shrimp 
mesh,10-gauge ends, bridges & front corner 
braces. 12-gauge body, side brace, kitchen 
brace, skid plate & side cha¢ng pieces. Has 
plastic coated steel runners, plastic corners 
& plastic runner bumpers. These are quality 
made traps that you will absolutely love to 
haul! $180 each. Call Ed 617-680-4096

AD#20 (10/23) REDUCED-FOR SALE – 
Complete lobster business. Area 1 MA State 
license 800 trap allocation with long history. 
Dog & shellfish endorsement. 1987 Gummond 
31’ w/12’ beam enclosed cabin w/ “bus” heater 
12kts cruise w/20+top end Cummings re-
manufactured “Diamond” version 370 HP with 
3500 hours. 300+ traps w/ ropes & buoys. 
14ft tender w/ 3yr old Suzuki 4s 15 hp w/elec-
tric start. GPS/bottom sounder, life jackets, 
fish totes, etc. Would like to sell it as a package 
but will accept separate o´ers on boat, license 
& fishing gear. $70,000. OBRO Call Bob- 508-
224-1664 or e-mail @ roalward@comcast.
net  Pictures available.

AD#21 (9/23) FOR SALE – 1 24X24 
Freeman Hatch. Used. In good condition. 
$500.00 1 36” foot shear $300.00 1 4’ by 8’ 
trailer $200.00 Call Ted 401-842-8165.

AD#22 (10/23) FOR SALE– Lobster busi-
ness peripherals: OCLMA permit for 645 
tags, dingy, tank, freezer, mixture of wood & 
wire traps in excellent condition, totes, etc.
Serious inquiries only: 774-313-6287 or jone-
Seven@aol.com

AD#23 (10/23) FOR SALE – Hook gear 
for sale 5 totes 125 hooks per tote all 
brand new.5 totes of used gear. Brand new 
Danforth anchors included. $1000.00 Call 
781-831-1609

AD#24 (1/24) FOR SALE – Lobster Busi-
ness- 28.2ft boat, built in 1976 engine cat 
3208, 265HP trans 2.1 twin disk fiberglass JC 
hull. Area 1 Coastal lobster permit 800 trap 
allocation, 700 3ft lobster traps with rope and 
buoys. 80,000. Joe at 978-239-5927

AD#25 (1/24) FOR SALE – Price Reduc-
tion – 36.5’  Wayne Beal Lobster Boat. 3208 
CAT 375 hp Turbo w/7600hrs. Motor was 
completely overhauled prior to 2022 fishing 
season. Furuno chart plotter, depth, radar 
& radio. 2nd Simrad below. Switlik life raft, 
survival suits & Epirb. Small galley w/sink 
insulated icebox & 2500-watt inverter for 
co´ee. 4 bunks w/mattresses. Working head. 
Pacer pump & separate washdown pump. 
Redundant spare equipment (all new in box), 
Inc. Pacer pump w/hydraulic hoses, belts, 
starter motor, 2 alternators, windshield 
wiper arms & motors, bilge pumps, deck 
hoses, etc. The boat is clean & in excellent, 
fishable condition. $190,000.00 Traps & 
Permits available. Ben@ 978-578-8882

AD#26 (11/23) FOR SALE – 2-506 twin 
disc transmissions 4k for both- priced to 
sell. Call/text Elaine 339-832-2493

AD#27 (1/24) FOR SALE – American 
Lobster Federal Permit- Area 2-420 trap al-
location. $35,000.00 Call 631-903-2063

AD#28 (9/23) FOR SALE– Gill Nets (10 
assorted, some new or recent rehangs 
(Hercules). Gill net reel, 48” diameter, 42” 
width. Holds average 4 + panels (1200’). 
Excellent condition, chain drive, full hydrau-
lics. Complete tub trawl system equipped 
with 10” hydraulic hauler for retrieving Tub 
Trawls mounted on net reel. “Jamestown” / 
Chatham gravity baiter (3-bushel size). Four 
totes set up with stainless magazine hook 
storage 125 hooks (500 total), 300 addition-
al hooks storage system (four totes), fast 
and simple to use. Over half mile, set up for 
Cod, blue fish, Spiny Dog fish, or what have 
you. Loads of extra clips, gangions, boxes 
of Brand-new Mustad E-Z Baiter hooks. Two 
survival suits (like new 3 years old). Still 
mounted on boat, can demonstrate until 
mid-September. Located in Freeport, Long 
Island, New York. Hoping to get $1500.00 – 
2000.00. We can talk.  Call or text Captain 
Rich Hunter. 347-836-5382, I will most likely 
get back to you after 6:00 pm that evening. 
Be glad to answer any questions.

AD#29(2/24) FOR SALE – Slide in insulated 
refrigerated body for a pickup truck.Ted 843-
267-3473 or mrfish@mrfish.com

AD#30 (10/23) FOR SALE – 50ft., Jersey 
boat 2-671 Detroit engines-twin disc trans-
missions-wiring needs to be finished, frame 
upbuild for lobstering. 30k or best o´er. For 
more info, call-text Elaine 339-832-2493

AD#31(12/23) FOR SALE – Area 1 Coastal 
lobster permit $25,000.00 Call Pete @ 508-
364-5980

AD32 (1/24) FOR SALE – Wooden conch 
pots, wood repair stock made to order, call- 
774-201-0712

AD#33 (7/23) FOR SALE – 120 Green & 
Yellow lobster traps 36x24x14 – Some hoop 
heads & some shark heads. In good shape. 
Call 508-951-6400

AD#34 (12/23) FOR SALE –Lobster traps 
& rope Approx. 150 – 48” & about 25 – 36” 
lobster traps for sale some free.  Most need 
work. Some are just cages.  $20 for the 
best…free for the rest.  Extra doors, new 
headsets, runners, window weights, 20 
pot trawls of 7/16” ground lines, & miscel-
laneous also available. Prefer the traps go in 
minimum lots of 50 traps.  Will crush & scrap 
what is left. Must clean out-Pickup in Hull 
-Email jnak388@hotmail.com for more info.
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AD#35 (1/24) FOR SALE– 200 45” Friend-
ship lobster traps 8-6 years old $25.00 each 
Call 508-510-7792

AD#36 (1/24) FOR SALE– 32” – 4 blade 
Dyna Quad Prop-2 1/2” bore, left hand 
$2,500.00 Call 508-510-7792

AD#37 (1/24) FOR SALE– 1-34” Hytorg 
prop 2 1/2” bore, left hand $1,000.00 Call 
508-510-7792

AD#38 (7/23) FOR SALE – 1982 34’ Makou 
Mahogany built lobster boat built in Mat-
tapoisett Ma. area. Was repowered about 10 
years ago with a Cat 3208 210 hp natural. 
Approx 3600 hours. Hull and bottom in 
very good condition. No need to glass it. In 
the water and currently fishing. Older basic 
electronics. Located in Scituate Ma. Pictures 
can be seen on craigslist or some of the 
Facebook sites.  $12,500. No permits. Call or 
text 617 984 9965

AD#39 (7/23) FOR SALE – 400 36×21 
1/2×15 good to brand new condition shrimp 
mesh ss bait spike $60-$135- 978-774-4074 
for more info.

AD#40 (7/23) FOR SALE– Outer Cape Lob-
ster Permit-511 trap allocation. $150,000. 
Traps available will send pictures upon 
request, most are 1-3 years old. Call Eric @ 
508-255-8526

AD#41 (8/23) FOR SALE – 1985 25ft., 
Privateer Lobster Boat. Fresh water cooled 
Mercruiser v8 engine-260 hp. Runs great-
spare re-built engine. An IO spare re-built 
prop-hydraulics steering new in box. Re-built 
4-wheel trailer. Gantry system to lift boat 
o´ trailer. Garmen chart plotter GPS Map 
Garmen depth sounder-fish finder. VHF 
radio. The engine has stainless steel heat 
exchanger. Stainless steel exhaust risers. 
50-30” lobster pots ready to fish. 100 spare 
buoys 2- coils rope, 440-gal refrigerator 
lobster tank-platform scale for weighing. Ice 
chipper. 3- 28” scallop drags-system is ready 
to fish. X-actic polar box 48x44x36- 5-boat 
stands. 8’ Pram- Many other items- Call be-
tween 4-7 p.m. $20,000.00 508-979-0568

Ad#42(10/23) FOR SALE – Complete 
business – 31’ BHM, rebuilt engine and 
transmission 2021, New shaft and propeller, 
Area 1 State only lobster permit, 700 wire 
traps and all the rope, buoys and more. Sold 
as a complete package Asking $100,000 
or best reasonable o´er.  Call Steve at 508-
224-6610

Ad#43 (12/23) FOR SALE – Traps- 50 
3ft yellow shrimp mesh brand new, ergos, 
composite runners skid plate, all corners re-
inforced, stainless bait spike, seal proof door 
latches,4 corner bumpers & plastic edging 
all around extra clips built to last $ 120 each. 
50 -3 ft shrimp- Call 978-774-4074

Fisheries ACRONYM 
Alphabet Soup

ALWTRP-ALWTRT - 
Atlantic Large Whale 
Take Reduction Plan & 
Take Reduction Team 
(TRP or TRT)

ASMFC - Atlantic State 
Marine Fisheries 
Commission

ESA - Endangered Species Act
FMP - Fishery Management 

Plan
FY - Fishing Year
GARFO - Greater Atlantic 

Regional Fisheries Office
GOM/GBK - Gulf  of  Maine/

Georges Bank
LMA - Lobster Management 

Area
MADMF & DMF - MA 

Division of  Marine 
Fishery

MMPA - Marine Mammal 
Protection Act

NARW- North Atlantic Right 
Whale

NEFMC - New England 
Fishery Management 
Council

NEFSC - Northeast Fisheries 
Service Center

NMFS - National Marine 
Fisheries Service, 
alternatively called NOAA 
Fisheries

OLE - NOAA - Office of  Law 
Enforcement

OSW - Offshore Wind
PDT - Plan Development 

Team
RODA - Responsible Offshore 

Development Alliance
ROSA - Responsible Offshore 

Science Alliance
SNE - Southern New England
USCG - United States Coast 

Guard
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C18 RATINGS
470/600@1800rpm A Rating

670/715@1800-2100rpm B/C rating
803@2100rpm D Rating
1015/1150@2300rpm - T4 Exempt ratings 
for light commercial 

–C18

Billings Diesel & Marine Service
Stonington, ME

Dennis’ Welding & Marine
Beals, ME

Front Street Shipyard
Belfast, ME

Lyman Morse at Wafarer Marine 
Corporation
Camden, ME

Journey’s End
Rockland, ME

Fairhaven Shipyard & Marina, Inc.
Fairhaven, MA

Guy Crudele Repair
Gloucester, MA

Sacchetti Marine and 
Industrial, LLC
Plymouth, MA

Windward Power Systems
Fairhaven, MA

DePaul Diesel Services, Inc.
Portsmouth, RI

Hinckley Yacht Service
Portsmouth, RI

Rhode Island Engine 
Company, Inc.
Narragansett, RI

AUTHORIZED MARINE DEALERS

For Marine Engine Sales, contact 
Nick Fawle, Marine Market Manager. 
603-484-5248    Nick_Fawle@miltoncat.com

Ask us about our 
Customer Value 

Agreements (CVA)

miltoncat.com

Available for new 
boat installations 

and repowers.
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Massachusetts Lobstermen’s Association
8 Otis Place
Scituate, MA 02066
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