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Confucianism	five	relationships

Confucianism	five	relationships	pdf.	

	Five	relationships	of	confucianism	explained.	
	Why	does	confucianism	have	the	five	basic	relationships.		What	is	the	major	goal	of	feudalism	and	the	five	relationships	of	confucianism.		Confucianism	five	relationships	role.		

Next:	The	Meiji	Period,	Part	Up:	Intellectual	Influences	Previous:	Buddhism			Contents			Index	Confucius	lived	in	China	about	500-and-something	BC.	He	gave	lots	of	thought	to	the	proper	way	of	living	in	this	world.	In	fact	he	more	or	less	invented	the	system	of	thought	that	has	dominated	Asian	society	until,	well,	today.	

	Five	basic	relationships	of	confucianism	ppt.		Five	relationships	of	confucianism	explained.		Why	does	confucianism	have	the	five	basic	relationships.		What	is	the	major	goal	of	feudalism	and	the	five	relationships	of	confucianism.		Confucianism	five	relationships	role.		

Next:	The	Meiji	Period,	Part	Up:	Intellectual	Influences	Previous:	Buddhism			Contents			Index	Confucius	lived	in	China	about	500-and-something	BC.	He	gave	lots	of	thought	to	the	proper	way	of	living	in	this	world.	In	fact	he	more	or	less	invented	the	system	of	thought	that	has	dominated	Asian	society	until,	well,	today.	Of	course,	over	the	last	2,600
years	many	people	have	interpreted,	re-interpreted,	and	re-re-interpreted	him,	but	Confucius'	impact	on	Asia	has	arguably	been	more	profound	than	that	of	Jesus	on	Europe.	In	any	case,	Confucius	ranks	up	there	with	Jesus,	Muhammad,	and	the	Buddha	as	one	of	the	most	influential	thinkers	ever.	Confucius,	unlike	the	other	three	mentioned	above,
was	not	interested	in	the	afterlife.	
He	is	reputed	to	have	said	that	he	would	worry	about	the	next	world	only	after	figuring	out	the	proper	way	to	live	in	this	one.	What	is	the	proper	way	to	live	in	this	one?	Confucius	believed	that	everyone	had	their	role	to	play	based	on	their	relationship	to	others.	If	everyone	fulfilled	their	duties	and	kept	their	place	then	society	would	be	stable	and
harmonious.	Obviously,	this	is	a	rather	conservative	philosophy.	There	are	five	basic	human	relationships	in	Confucianism:	(1)	ruler	to	ruled;	(2)	father	to	son;	(3)	husband	to	wife;	(4)	elder	brother	to	younger	brother;	and	(5)	friend	to	friend.	For	Confucius	and	his	followers,	the	relationship	between	father	and	son	was	the	most	important.	You've	no
doubt	heard	of	``filial	piety''	and	with	good	reason	-	it	is	THE	virtue	for	Confucianists.	Confucius	also	incorporated	the	notion	of	the	four	classes:	the	scholar,	the	peasants,	the	artisans	(a.k.a.	craftsmen),	and	the	lowest	of	the	low,	the	merchant.	Notice	two	things,	the	place	of	the	peasant	and	the	absence	of	warriors.	Confucianism	had	no	need	of	war,
because	if	everyone	is	following	their	proper	role	then	there	should	be	no	war.	If	there	is	war,	then	Confucianism	is	out	the	window	anyway.	China	never	glorified	the	warrior	as	much	as	Japan	and	Europe	did.	Also,	the	class	order	put	peasants	second	since	they	provided	the	food	that	everyone	else	needed	to	live.	
Artisans	at	least	make	useful	things,	but	merchants	were	viewed	as	parasites	whose	only	purpose	was	to	live	(and	get	rich)	off	the	sweat	of	others'	labor.	Why	is	the	father-son	relationship	more	important	than	the	ruler-ruled	relationship?	Good	question.	Because	the	ruler	is	supposed	to	set	a	moral	example	for	his	people	and	rule	with	a	paternalistic
attitude	toward	his	subjects.	Thus,	he	is	expected	to	rule	like	a	father	rules	his	family.	If	he	had	to	use	his	position	(rather	than	personal	example)	to	keep	the	others	in	line	then	he	obviously	wasn't	a	worthy	ruler.	Here's	the	kicker:	the	Chinese	came	to	believe	that	Heaven	didn't	recognize	the	right	to	power	of	an	unworthy	ruler.	Thus,	if	there	are
rebellions	and	natural	disasters	in	the	land,	it	is	because	the	Emperor	is	not	fulfilling	his	proper	duties.	For	Confucianists	this	is	a	much	greater	sin	because	the	Emperor,	as	head	of	the	household,	has	more	responsibility	in	addition	to	more	power.	A	second	son	has	little	responsibility	and	less	power,	so	his	sins	are	correspondingly	less	destructive	to
the	family.	End	result:	if	you	rebel	and	win	then	society	views	you	as	the	legitimate	ruler,	since	if	the	previous	ruler	had	been	fulfilling	his	Confucian	duties	properly	you	could	never	have	successfully	rebelled.	(Kind	of	twisted	logic,	but	who	said	human	societies	are	logical?)	All	this	is	really	nice,	but	what	does	it	have	to	do	with	Japanese	history?	A	lot
actually.	After	establishing	his	government,	Tokugawa	Ieyasu	consciously	encouraged	the	study	and	spread	of	Confucianism.	However,	in	Japan	a	few	little	elements	were	dropped.	First,	the	idea	that	a	ruler	could	be	legitimately	overthrown	wasn't	real	popular	with	the	Tokugawa	family.	Also,	since	the	samurai	had	a	monopoly	on	power	they	inserted
themselves	at	the	top	of	the	list	of	classes--``scholars''	became	``samurai.''	However,	most	samurai	had	a	decent	education	and	during	Tokugawa	rule	they	were	expected	to	be	well	educated	as	well	as	good	with	a	sword.	To	accommodate	the	change	in	policy	against	rebellion,	the	most	important	relationship	was	changed	from	father-son	to	ruler-
ruled.	The	father-son	relationship	was	still	quite	important,	but	it	became	secondary.	Confucianism	continued	to	be	stressed	and	taught	to	children	in	Japan	right	up	to	1945.	Next:	The	Meiji	Period,	Part	Up:	Intellectual	Influences	Previous:	Buddhism			Contents			Index	Confucianism	is	a	philosophy	and	a	doctrine	of	ethical	and	social	conduct,	based	on
the	teachings	of	the	great	Chinese	philosopher	Confucius.	His	teachings	are	based	on	specific	set	of	principles,	moral	duties,	and	social	protocols	designed	to	create	a	harmonious	society	and	a	united	country.	It’s	a	philosophy	centered	on	the	goal	of	creating	a	society	based	on	‘value’.	Confucius	as	he	is	known	in	the	western	world	or	K’ung	Fu	Tzu
was	a	Chinese	philosopher,	political	analyst,	teacher	and	founder	of	the	religion	or	philosophy	known	as	Confucianism,	in	the	modern	world.	Like	Socrates	in	the	west,	Confucius	was	the	pioneer	of	a	new	line	of	thought	in	the	east.	
Confucianism,	also	known	as	the	Ru	school	in	Chinese	philosophy,	is	based	on	the	teachings	of	Confucius	compiled	by	his	students	and	named	the	Lunyu	or	the	Analects.	Like	Socrates,	Confucius’s	work	and	teachings	were	not	appreciated	during	his	lifetime.	It	was	years	after	his	death	that	people	realized	the	soundness	of	his	thoughts	and	he	got
recognition	for	his	vision.	Confucianism	is	based	on	the	idea	of	‘love’	and	‘compassion’	as	two	prime	virtues	in	life.	A	society	in	which	individuals	place	morals	and	virtue	above	everything	else	will	surely	prosper.	Therefore,	Confucius	emphasized	the	importance	of	rituals	or	a	code	of	good	conduct	for	a	society.	He	also	emphasized	that	whatever	be	the
circumstances	we	find	ourselves	in,	we	always	have	a	choice	to	choose	the	right	or	wrong	path.	If	each	component	or	individual	of	a	society	performs	his	part	efficiently,	by	choosing	the	right	path,	the	society	will	be	in	harmony.	Confucius	pictured	the	society	like	a	giant	wheel	with	the	monarchy,	the	king,	as	the	axis	around	which	everything	spins.
Thus,	a	hierarchical	structure	of	society	is	what	he	conceptualized.	He	had	the	belief	that	a	society	based	on	virtue	would	not	require	punishing	laws	or	a	penal	code	as	he	believed	in	the	goodness	of	every	individual.	Fundamental	Principles	of	Confucianism	These	are	the	principles	by	which	a	person	should	live	by,	according	to	Confucius.	If	a	person
inculcates	these	principles,	he	will	be	worthy	of	being	called	‘the	ideal	man’	or	the	‘perfect	man’.	Li:	Li	is	the	principle	of	self-restraint	and	sense	of	propriety	that	should	be	inculcated	in	a	person.	A	person	should	always	act	in	a	honorable	way	and	respect	his	elders,	his	ancestors,	and	his	family	members.	He	shall	not	be	selfish	in	his	acts.	It	does	not
mean	that	he	should	not	have	personal	ambitions	and	aspirations	but	he	should	not	achieve	them	by	being	unjust	to	others.	It	includes	following	social	etiquette	and	mannerisms.	Hsiao:	Hsiao	is	love	for	the	immediate	family	and	then	society.	It’s	the	principle	of	love	of	parents	for	their	children	and	of	children	for	their	parents.	If	every	family	is	united
and	happy,	the	society	will	prosper.	Yi:	Yi	is	the	principle	of	righteousness.	It	is	upholding	what	is	right	above	everything	else	and	sacrificing	oneself	for	it,	if	need	be.	

	Five	basic	relationships	of	confucianism	ppt.		Five	relationships	of	confucianism	explained.		Why	does	confucianism	have	the	five	basic	relationships.		What	is	the	major	goal	of	feudalism	and	the	five	relationships	of	confucianism.		Confucianism	five	relationships	role.		

Next:	The	Meiji	Period,	Part	Up:	Intellectual	Influences	Previous:	Buddhism			Contents			Index	Confucius	lived	in	China	about	500-and-something	BC.	He	gave	lots	of	thought	to	the	proper	way	of	living	in	this	world.	In	fact	he	more	or	less	invented	the	system	of	thought	that	has	dominated	Asian	society	until,	well,	today.	Of	course,	over	the	last	2,600
years	many	people	have	interpreted,	re-interpreted,	and	re-re-interpreted	him,	but	Confucius'	impact	on	Asia	has	arguably	been	more	profound	than	that	of	Jesus	on	Europe.	In	any	case,	Confucius	ranks	up	there	with	Jesus,	Muhammad,	and	the	Buddha	as	one	of	the	most	influential	thinkers	ever.	Confucius,	unlike	the	other	three	mentioned	above,
was	not	interested	in	the	afterlife.	He	is	reputed	to	have	said	that	he	would	worry	about	the	next	world	only	after	figuring	out	the	proper	way	to	live	in	this	one.	What	is	the	proper	way	to	live	in	this	one?	Confucius	believed	that	everyone	had	their	role	to	play	based	on	their	relationship	to	others.	If	everyone	fulfilled	their	duties	and	kept	their	place
then	society	would	be	stable	and	harmonious.	Obviously,	this	is	a	rather	conservative	philosophy.	There	are	five	basic	human	relationships	in	Confucianism:	(1)	ruler	to	ruled;	(2)	father	to	son;	(3)	husband	to	wife;	(4)	elder	brother	to	younger	brother;	and	(5)	friend	to	friend.	For	Confucius	and	his	followers,	the	relationship	between	father	and	son	was
the	most	important.	You've	no	doubt	heard	of	``filial	piety''	and	with	good	reason	-	it	is	THE	virtue	for	Confucianists.	Confucius	also	incorporated	the	notion	of	the	four	classes:	the	scholar,	the	peasants,	the	artisans	(a.k.a.	craftsmen),	and	the	lowest	of	the	low,	the	merchant.	Notice	two	things,	the	place	of	the	peasant	and	the	absence	of	warriors.
Confucianism	had	no	need	of	war,	because	if	everyone	is	following	their	proper	role	then	there	should	be	no	war.	If	there	is	war,	then	Confucianism	is	out	the	window	anyway.	China	never	glorified	the	warrior	as	much	as	Japan	and	Europe	did.	Also,	the	class	order	put	peasants	second	since	they	provided	the	food	that	everyone	else	needed	to	live.
Artisans	at	least	make	useful	things,	but	merchants	were	viewed	as	parasites	whose	only	purpose	was	to	live	(and	get	rich)	off	the	sweat	of	others'	labor.	Why	is	the	father-son	relationship	more	important	than	the	ruler-ruled	relationship?	Good	question.	Because	the	ruler	is	supposed	to	set	a	moral	example	for	his	people	and	rule	with	a	paternalistic
attitude	toward	his	subjects.	Thus,	he	is	expected	to	rule	like	a	father	rules	his	family.	If	he	had	to	use	his	position	(rather	than	personal	example)	to	keep	the	others	in	line	then	he	obviously	wasn't	a	worthy	ruler.	Here's	the	kicker:	the	Chinese	came	to	believe	that	Heaven	didn't	recognize	the	right	to	power	of	an	unworthy	ruler.	Thus,	if	there	are
rebellions	and	natural	disasters	in	the	land,	it	is	because	the	Emperor	is	not	fulfilling	his	proper	duties.	For	Confucianists	this	is	a	much	greater	sin	because	the	Emperor,	as	head	of	the	household,	has	more	responsibility	in	addition	to	more	power.	A	second	son	has	little	responsibility	and	less	power,	so	his	sins	are	correspondingly	less	destructive	to
the	family.	End	result:	if	you	rebel	and	win	then	society	views	you	as	the	legitimate	ruler,	since	if	the	previous	ruler	had	been	fulfilling	his	Confucian	duties	properly	you	could	never	have	successfully	rebelled.	(Kind	of	twisted	logic,	but	who	said	human	societies	are	logical?)	All	this	is	really	nice,	but	what	does	it	have	to	do	with	Japanese	history?	

	List	the	five	relationships	in	confucianism.		Five	basic	relationships	of	confucianism	ppt.	
	Five	relationships	of	confucianism	explained.		Why	does	confucianism	have	the	five	basic	relationships.		What	is	the	major	goal	of	feudalism	and	the	five	relationships	of	confucianism.		Confucianism	five	relationships	role.		



Next:	The	Meiji	Period,	Part	Up:	Intellectual	Influences	Previous:	Buddhism			Contents			Index	Confucius	lived	in	China	about	500-and-something	BC.	He	gave	lots	of	thought	to	the	proper	way	of	living	in	this	world.	In	fact	he	more	or	less	invented	the	system	of	thought	that	has	dominated	Asian	society	until,	well,	today.	Of	course,	over	the	last	2,600
years	many	people	have	interpreted,	re-interpreted,	and	re-re-interpreted	him,	but	Confucius'	impact	on	Asia	has	arguably	been	more	profound	than	that	of	Jesus	on	Europe.	In	any	case,	Confucius	ranks	up	there	with	Jesus,	Muhammad,	and	the	Buddha	as	one	of	the	most	influential	thinkers	ever.	Confucius,	unlike	the	other	three	mentioned	above,
was	not	interested	in	the	afterlife.	He	is	reputed	to	have	said	that	he	would	worry	about	the	next	world	only	after	figuring	out	the	proper	way	to	live	in	this	one.	What	is	the	proper	way	to	live	in	this	one?	Confucius	believed	that	everyone	had	their	role	to	play	based	on	their	relationship	to	others.	
If	everyone	fulfilled	their	duties	and	kept	their	place	then	society	would	be	stable	and	harmonious.	
Obviously,	this	is	a	rather	conservative	philosophy.	
There	are	five	basic	human	relationships	in	Confucianism:	(1)	ruler	to	ruled;	(2)	father	to	son;	(3)	husband	to	wife;	(4)	elder	brother	to	younger	brother;	and	(5)	friend	to	friend.	For	Confucius	and	his	followers,	the	relationship	between	father	and	son	was	the	most	important.	You've	no	doubt	heard	of	``filial	piety''	and	with	good	reason	-	it	is	THE
virtue	for	Confucianists.	Confucius	also	incorporated	the	notion	of	the	four	classes:	the	scholar,	the	peasants,	the	artisans	(a.k.a.	craftsmen),	and	the	lowest	of	the	low,	the	merchant.	Notice	two	things,	the	place	of	the	peasant	and	the	absence	of	warriors.	Confucianism	had	no	need	of	war,	because	if	everyone	is	following	their	proper	role	then	there
should	be	no	war.	If	there	is	war,	then	Confucianism	is	out	the	window	anyway.	China	never	glorified	the	warrior	as	much	as	Japan	and	Europe	did.	Also,	the	class	order	put	peasants	second	since	they	provided	the	food	that	everyone	else	needed	to	live.	Artisans	at	least	make	useful	things,	but	merchants	were	viewed	as	parasites	whose	only	purpose
was	to	live	(and	get	rich)	off	the	sweat	of	others'	labor.	Why	is	the	father-son	relationship	more	important	than	the	ruler-ruled	relationship?	
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years	many	people	have	interpreted,	re-interpreted,	and	re-re-interpreted	him,	but	Confucius'	impact	on	Asia	has	arguably	been	more	profound	than	that	of	Jesus	on	Europe.	In	any	case,	Confucius	ranks	up	there	with	Jesus,	Muhammad,	and	the	Buddha	as	one	of	the	most	influential	thinkers	ever.	Confucius,	unlike	the	other	three	mentioned	above,
was	not	interested	in	the	afterlife.	He	is	reputed	to	have	said	that	he	would	worry	about	the	next	world	only	after	figuring	out	the	proper	way	to	live	in	this	one.	What	is	the	proper	way	to	live	in	this	one?	Confucius	believed	that	everyone	had	their	role	to	play	based	on	their	relationship	to	others.	If	everyone	fulfilled	their	duties	and	kept	their	place
then	society	would	be	stable	and	harmonious.	
Obviously,	this	is	a	rather	conservative	philosophy.	There	are	five	basic	human	relationships	in	Confucianism:	(1)	ruler	to	ruled;	(2)	father	to	son;	(3)	husband	to	wife;	(4)	elder	brother	to	younger	brother;	and	(5)	friend	to	friend.	
For	Confucius	and	his	followers,	the	relationship	between	father	and	son	was	the	most	important.	You've	no	doubt	heard	of	``filial	piety''	and	with	good	reason	-	it	is	THE	virtue	for	Confucianists.	
Confucius	also	incorporated	the	notion	of	the	four	classes:	the	scholar,	the	peasants,	the	artisans	(a.k.a.	craftsmen),	and	the	lowest	of	the	low,	the	merchant.	Notice	two	things,	the	place	of	the	peasant	and	the	absence	of	warriors.	Confucianism	had	no	need	of	war,	because	if	everyone	is	following	their	proper	role	then	there	should	be	no	war.	If	there
is	war,	then	Confucianism	is	out	the	window	anyway.	China	never	glorified	the	warrior	as	much	as	Japan	and	Europe	did.	Also,	the	class	order	put	peasants	second	since	they	provided	the	food	that	everyone	else	needed	to	live.	Artisans	at	least	make	useful	things,	but	merchants	were	viewed	as	parasites	whose	only	purpose	was	to	live	(and	get	rich)
off	the	sweat	of	others'	labor.	Why	is	the	father-son	relationship	more	important	than	the	ruler-ruled	relationship?	Good	question.	Because	the	ruler	is	supposed	to	set	a	moral	example	for	his	people	and	rule	with	a	paternalistic	attitude	toward	his	subjects.	Thus,	he	is	expected	to	rule	like	a	father	rules	his	family.	If	he	had	to	use	his	position	(rather
than	personal	example)	to	keep	the	others	in	line	then	he	obviously	wasn't	a	worthy	ruler.	Here's	the	kicker:	the	Chinese	came	to	believe	that	Heaven	didn't	recognize	the	right	to	power	of	an	unworthy	ruler.	Thus,	if	there	are	rebellions	and	natural	disasters	in	the	land,	it	is	because	the	Emperor	is	not	fulfilling	his	proper	duties.	For	Confucianists	this
is	a	much	greater	sin	because	the	Emperor,	as	head	of	the	household,	has	more	responsibility	in	addition	to	more	power.	A	second	son	has	little	responsibility	and	less	power,	so	his	sins	are	correspondingly	less	destructive	to	the	family.	End	result:	if	you	rebel	and	win	then	society	views	you	as	the	legitimate	ruler,	since	if	the	previous	ruler	had	been
fulfilling	his	Confucian	duties	properly	you	could	never	have	successfully	rebelled.	(Kind	of	twisted	logic,	but	who	said	human	societies	are	logical?)	All	this	is	really	nice,	but	what	does	it	have	to	do	with	Japanese	history?	A	lot	actually.	
After	establishing	his	government,	Tokugawa	Ieyasu	consciously	encouraged	the	study	and	spread	of	Confucianism.	However,	in	Japan	a	few	little	elements	were	dropped.	First,	the	idea	that	a	ruler	could	be	legitimately	overthrown	wasn't	real	popular	with	the	Tokugawa	family.	Also,	since	the	samurai	had	a	monopoly	on	power	they	inserted
themselves	at	the	top	of	the	list	of	classes--``scholars''	became	``samurai.''	However,	most	samurai	had	a	decent	education	and	during	Tokugawa	rule	they	were	expected	to	be	well	educated	as	well	as	good	with	a	sword.	To	accommodate	the	change	in	policy	against	rebellion,	the	most	important	relationship	was	changed	from	father-son	to	ruler-
ruled.	The	father-son	relationship	was	still	quite	important,	but	it	became	secondary.	Confucianism	continued	to	be	stressed	and	taught	to	children	in	Japan	right	up	to	1945.	Next:	The	Meiji	Period,	Part	Up:	Intellectual	Influences	Previous:	Buddhism			Contents			Index	Confucianism	is	a	philosophy	and	a	doctrine	of	ethical	and	social	conduct,	based	on
the	teachings	of	the	great	Chinese	philosopher	Confucius.	His	teachings	are	based	on	specific	set	of	principles,	moral	duties,	and	social	protocols	designed	to	create	a	harmonious	society	and	a	united	country.	It’s	a	philosophy	centered	on	the	goal	of	creating	a	society	based	on	‘value’.	Confucius	as	he	is	known	in	the	western	world	or	K’ung	Fu	Tzu
was	a	Chinese	philosopher,	political	analyst,	teacher	and	founder	of	the	religion	or	philosophy	known	as	Confucianism,	in	the	modern	world.	Like	Socrates	in	the	west,	Confucius	was	the	pioneer	of	a	new	line	of	thought	in	the	east.	Confucianism,	also	known	as	the	Ru	school	in	Chinese	philosophy,	is	based	on	the	teachings	of	Confucius	compiled	by	his
students	and	named	the	Lunyu	or	the	Analects.	Like	Socrates,	Confucius’s	work	and	teachings	were	not	appreciated	during	his	lifetime.	It	was	years	after	his	death	that	people	realized	the	soundness	of	his	thoughts	and	he	got	recognition	for	his	vision.	Confucianism	is	based	on	the	idea	of	‘love’	and	‘compassion’	as	two	prime	virtues	in	life.	A	society
in	which	individuals	place	morals	and	virtue	above	everything	else	will	surely	prosper.	Therefore,	Confucius	emphasized	the	importance	of	rituals	or	a	code	of	good	conduct	for	a	society.	He	also	emphasized	that	whatever	be	the	circumstances	we	find	ourselves	in,	we	always	have	a	choice	to	choose	the	right	or	wrong	path.	
If	each	component	or	individual	of	a	society	performs	his	part	efficiently,	by	choosing	the	right	path,	the	society	will	be	in	harmony.	Confucius	pictured	the	society	like	a	giant	wheel	with	the	monarchy,	the	king,	as	the	axis	around	which	everything	spins.	Thus,	a	hierarchical	structure	of	society	is	what	he	conceptualized.	He	had	the	belief	that	a
society	based	on	virtue	would	not	require	punishing	laws	or	a	penal	code	as	he	believed	in	the	goodness	of	every	individual.	Fundamental	Principles	of	Confucianism	These	are	the	principles	by	which	a	person	should	live	by,	according	to	Confucius.	If	a	person	inculcates	these	principles,	he	will	be	worthy	of	being	called	‘the	ideal	man’	or	the	‘perfect
man’.	Li:	Li	is	the	principle	of	self-restraint	and	sense	of	propriety	that	should	be	inculcated	in	a	person.	A	person	should	always	act	in	a	honorable	way	and	respect	his	elders,	his	ancestors,	and	his	family	members.	
He	shall	not	be	selfish	in	his	acts.	It	does	not	mean	that	he	should	not	have	personal	ambitions	and	aspirations	but	he	should	not	achieve	them	by	being	unjust	to	others.	It	includes	following	social	etiquette	and	mannerisms.	Hsiao:	Hsiao	is	love	for	the	immediate	family	and	then	society.	It’s	the	principle	of	love	of	parents	for	their	children	and	of
children	for	their	parents.	If	every	family	is	united	and	happy,	the	society	will	prosper.	Yi:	Yi	is	the	principle	of	righteousness.	It	is	upholding	what	is	right	above	everything	else	and	sacrificing	oneself	for	it,	if	need	be.	Xin:	Xin	is	the	principle	of	honesty	in	life.	Being	honest	with	oneself	and	being	honest	with	the	people	around	you	builds	trust	and
confidence.	Jen:	Jen	is	the	most	important	of	all	principles.	It	means	being	kind	and	humane	to	your	fellow	beings.	
Sharing	and	understanding	each	other	without	being	overtly	judgmental.	Even	if	a	person	behaves	badly	with	you,	think	about	the	condition	he	is	in	and	what	is	making	him	behave	this	way.	It	is	about	helping	out	others.	Chung:	The	last	but	not	the	least	important	principle,	chung	is	loyalty	to	one’s	family	and	to	one’s	country.	It	is	a	quality	which
binds	a	country	strongly	together.	
The	Five	Relationships	Confucius	specifies	the	five	important	relationships	that	an	individual	is	a	part	of.	If	he	maintains	each	of	those	relationships	dutifully,	the	society	will	stabilize	and	prosper	automatically.	King	to	subject	Father	to	son	Husband	to	wife	Older	brother	to	younger	brother	Friend	to	friend	If	we	observe	them,	each	of	these
relationships	is	like	a	chain	that	binds	individuals	in	a	society.	The	range	of	these	relationships	connect	everybody	in	one	single	unit.	If	all	these	chains	are	strong,	the	fabric	of	a	society	is	strong.	Some	Quotes	of	Confucius	from	‘Analects’	“What	you	do	not	wish	for	yourself,	do	not	do	to	others“	“Since	you	yourself	desire	standing	then	help	others
achieve	it,	since	you	yourself	desire	success	then	help	others	attain	it.”	In	these	two	lines	lies	the	gist	of	Confucius’s	philosophy	of	universal	harmony.	They	are	the	most	practical	and	simple	truths	of	life.	A	modern	student	would	call	Confucius	a	‘management	guru’	and	the	hierarchical	structure	that	he	has	propounded	here	is	like	the	modern
‘meritocratic	corporate	structure’.	He	was	a	lover	of	music	and	also	played	some	instruments.	He	conceptualized	society	like	a	symphony	in	music	with	each	player	playing	his	part	well	and	in	unison,	creating	beauty.	They	called	him	the	‘King	without	a	Crown’	in	China.	His	vision	lives	on	through	the	religion	of	Confucianism,	reminding	us	of	age-old
truths.	Today	Confucianism	has	more	than	six	million	followers	all	over	the	world.	


