
IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE DISTRICT OF DELAWARE 

 
JOHN PAUL MAC ISAAC, 
 
  Plaintiff, 
 
 v. 
 
CABLE NEWS NETWORK, INC., ADAM 
BENNETT SCHIFF, POLITICO LLC, 
ROBERT HUNTER BIDEN, AND BFPCC, 
INC., 
 
  Defendants. 

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

 
 
 
 
Case No. _________________________ 

 
NOTICE OF REMOVAL 

 The United States, by and through its undersigned attorneys, hereby removes the above-

captioned action to the United States District Court for the District of Delaware pursuant to 28 

U.S.C. § 2679(d)(2), and respectfully gives notice as follows: 

 1. Representative Adam Schiff is a named defendant in an action filed in the 

Superior Court of the State of Delaware, County of Sussex, Miscellaneous Civil Action No. 

S22C-10-012-RHR.  A copy of the amended complaint in that action is attached hereto as 

Exhibit A. 

 2. This Notice of Removal is supported by 28 U.S.C. § 2679(d)(2). 

 3. The Federal Tort Claims Act (“FTCA”), as amended by the Federal Employees 

Liability Reform and Tort Compensation Act of 1988 (the “Westfall Act”), codified in relevant 

part at 28 U.S.C. § 2679, provides that suit against the United States shall be the exclusive 

remedy for claims for damages for the negligent or wrongful act or omission of an employee of 

the government occurring within the scope of their office or employment.  28 U.S.C. § 

2679(b)(1). 
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 4. Section 2679(d)(2) states that “[u]pon certification by the Attorney General that 

the defendant employee was acting within the scope of his office or employment at the time of 

the incident out of which the claim arose, any civil action or proceeding commenced upon such 

claim in a State court shall be removed without bond at any time before trial by the Attorney 

General to the district court of the United States for the district and division embracing the place 

in which the action or proceeding is pending.” 

 5. The Attorney General delegated his authority to issue such a certification to the 

Director of the Torts Branch.  28 C.F.R. § 15.4.  

 6. James G. Touhey, Jr., the Director of the Torts Branch within the Civil Division 

of the Department of Justice, certified that the defendant employee, Representative Schiff, was 

acting within the scope of his office or employment at the time of the incident out of which the 

claim arose.  This certification covers the plaintiff’s claims except to the extent those claims may 

fall within 28 U.S.C. § 2679(b)(2).  A copy of this certification is attached as Exhibit B.   

 7. Because Representative Schiff was acting within the scope of his office or 

employment at the time of the incident out of which the plaintiff’s claims arose, the United 

States intends to file a motion to substitute itself for Representative Schiff in this action for all 

claims for which the FTCA provides the exclusive remedy, 28 U.S.C. §§ 2679(b)(1), (d)(2), and 

to dismiss for lack of subject-matter jurisdiction.   

 8. Pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1446, written notice of this Notice of Removal is being 

provided to plaintiff, co-defendants, and a copy is being filed with the Superior Court of the State 

of Delaware.   

 9. In accordance with 28 U.S.C. § 1446(a) a copy of all process, pleadings, and 
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orders served on Representative Schiff are attached hereto as Exhibit C.1 

 10. All affirmative defenses are reserved until such time as a responsive pleading is 

due from the United States in this action. 

 WHEREFORE, pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 2679(d)(2), the aforesaid action is removed from 

the Superior Court of the State of Delaware, County of Sussex, to the United States District 

Court for the District of Delaware. 

 Respectfully submitted, 

BRIAN BOYNTON 
Principal Deputy Assistant Attorney General  
Civil Division 
 
JAMES G.  TOUHEY, JR. 
Director, Torts Branch 
 
  /s/ Stephen R. Terrell                                    
STEPHEN R.  TERRELL (Cal.  Bar No.  21004) 
Attorney 
Torts Branch 
United States Department of Justice 
P.O. Box 888 
Washington, DC  20044 
(202) 353-1651 
Stephen.Terrell2@usdoj.gov 
 

Counsel for the United States 

 
Dated: March 7, 2023 

 
 1 The United States will separately lodge the available state court docket entries. 
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IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF DELAWARE 

JOHN PAUL MAC ISAAC ) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) Case No.: S22C-10-012 RHR
) 
) 
) 
) 

Plaintiff, 

v. 

CABLE NEWS NETWORK, INC., 
ADAM BENNETT SCHIFF,  
POLITICO LLC., ROBERT 
HUNTER BIDEN AND 
BFPCC, INC.

) 
)
)Defendants. 

FIRST AMENDED COMPLAINT 

COMES NOW, PLAINTIFF John Paul Mac Isaac (hereinafter, “Plaintiff”), 

by and through undersigned counsel hereby sues Defendants and alleges as 

follows: 

A. PARTIES, JURISDICTION & VENUE

1. This is an action for defamation, defamation per se, aiding and

abetting defamation, and civil conspiracy to commit defamation and requests 

damages in excess of seventy-five thousand and 00/100 dollars ($75,000.00). 

2. Plaintiff John Paul Mac Isaac (“Plaintiff”) is an individual over the

age of 18 who is sui juris and resides in Wilmington, Delaware. 

3. Defendant Cable News Network, Inc. (“CNN”) is a Delaware

corporation that provides televised and internet-based news and commentary to 

EFiled:  Jan 20 2023 03:50PM EST 
Transaction ID 68947480
Case No. S22C-10-012 RHR
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cable television subscribers and the general public. Its registered agent is The 

Corporation Trust Company, Corporation Trust Center, 1209 Orange Street, 

Wilmington, DE 19801 

4. Defendant Adam Bennett Schiff (“SCHIFF”), being sued in his

individual capacity, is an individual over the age of 18 who is sui juris and resides 

California and Maryland. SCHIFF is the United States Representative for the 28th 

District of California and was, at the time of the actions giving rise to this 

Complaint, the Chairman of the House of Representatives Permanent Select 

Committee on Intelligence. Schiff can be served at  

 

5. Defendant Politico LLC (“POLITICO”) is a Delaware limited liability

company that purportedly provides news and information services at the intersection 

of politics and policy to the general public. 

6. Defendant BFPCC, Inc. (“BFPCC”) is a Delaware corporation that was

used for the 2020 Presidential campaign of President Joseph R. Biden. 

7. Defendant Robert Hunter Biden (“HUNTER”) is currently a California

resident who transacts significant business in State of Delaware and has significant 

ties to the State of Delaware. 

8. Personal jurisdiction over Defendants is proper pursuant Del. Const.

Art. IV, § 7. 
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 9. Specific personal jurisdiction over SCHIFF is proper pursuant to 10 

Del. C. §3104(c)(3). 

 10. Venue is appropriate in this Court as Plaintiff resides in New Castle 

County.  

B. FACTS APPLICABLE TO ALL COUNTS 

 11. Plaintiff incorporates by reference all allegations contained in 

Paragraphs 1 – 11. 

 12. Plaintiff is a private citizen who currently resides in Wilmington, 

Delaware. 

 13. Plaintiff owned a small business named The Mac Shop, Inc. (the 

“Mac Shop”) which was a Delaware corporation.  

 14. Plaintiff was in the business of repairing Mac computers.  

 15. Plaintiff derived all of his income from the Mac Shop. 

 16. Plaintiff was a trusted and respected part of the community in 

Wilmington, Delaware. 

 17. Plaintiff had a loyal customer-base who would refer others to his shop 

to fix their Macs.  

 18. On or about April 12, 2019, HUNTER was referred to Plaintiff’s shop 

to fix some damaged Macs.  
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19. On April 12, 2019, HUNTER asked to recover information from the

damaged Mac computers. Copy of Repair Authorization attached as EXHIBIT A. 

20. On or about April 13, 2019, at Plaintiff’s request, HUNTER returned

to the Mac Shop with a Western Digital external hard drive onto which Plaintiff 

could transfer the recovered data. 

21. Later that same day, on or about April 13, 2019, Plaintiff completed

the recovery and called HUNTER to notify him of such and to request that he 

retrieve his recovered data. 

22. On or about April 17, 2019, Plaintiff sent an electronic invoice to

HUNTER in the amount of $85.00. 

23. Plaintiff reached out to HUNTER at least one more time thereafter to

request that he pay his invoice and retrieve his recovered data. 

24. HUNTER never returned to the Mac Shop to retrieve his recovered

data nor did he pay his invoice. 

25. Pursuant to the terms of the Repair Authorization signed by

HUNTER, “[e]quipment left with the Mac Shop after 90 days of notification of 
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completed service will be treated as abandoned and you agree to hold the Mac 

Shop harmless for any damage or loss of property.”  

 26. Starting in late July 2019 to October 14, 2020, Plaintiff had multiple 

interactions with the Federal Bureau of Investigation (the “FBI”), U.S. 

Congressional staff members, and Mr. Robert Costello, Esquire (“COSTELLO”), 

attorney for Rudolph Giuliani, Esquire (“GIULIANI”). 

 27. On or about December 9, 2019, the FBI served a federal grand jury 

subpoena on Plaintiff requiring he turn over the laptop and hard drive, which 

Plaintiff did on that day. Copy of subpoena attached as EXHIBIT B. 

 28. In August 2020, Plaintiff connected with COSTELLO to whom he 

provided a copy of the recovered data and the Repair Authorization. 

 29. Plaintiff specifically asked COSTELLO to not identify him to 

GIULIANI or anyone else when discussing the recovered data as Plaintiff desired 

to remain anonymous. 

 30. After providing a copy of the recovered data to COSTELLO but prior 

to October 14, 2020, upon information and belief, GIULIANI provided 

information from the recovered data to the New York Post newspaper (“NY 

POST”). 
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 31. On October 13, 2020, Plaintiff received a call from Mr. George 

Mesires,1 identifying himself as HUNTER’s attorney, asking if Plaintiff still had 

possession of his client’s laptop and following up thereafter with an email to the 

Plaintiff. Copy of email attached as EXHIBIT C. 

 32. On October 14, 2020, at approximately 5:00 AM, the NY POST 

published an exposé about the contents of HUNTER’s recovered data.  

 33. Shortly thereafter, the NY POST “updated” the online version of the 

exposé.  

 34. As a direct result of the NY POST exposé, public emotions were 

heightened and many in the general public, the media, and the government began 

to either defend or attempt to refute the exposé. The NY POST exposé fueled a rise 

in anger and hatred between the different political movements.  

 35. As a result of the publication of the exposé, the Plaintiff quickly 

became the target of accusations by those who sought to cast doubt on the 

information contained in the laptop and the laptop itself. 

 36. Plaintiff was not involved in the disclosure of the recovered data to 

the NY POST, did not promote the disclosure in any way, nor did the Plaintiff 

authorize the disclosure.  

 
1 George Mesires is a partner in the Chicago office of Faegre Drinker Biddle & Reath LLP. 
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 37. While Plaintiff verified how he came into possession of the recovered 

data to the NY POST, Plaintiff was unaware of the details of the NY POST exposé, 

when the NY POST exposé was going to be published, and Plaintiff explicitly told 

the NY POST that he did not want to be identified.  

 38. Plaintiff did not authorize the disclosure of his identity by GIULIANI, 

COSTELLO, or the NY POST, did not authorize the disclosure of the information, 

nor was he involved in any determinations or strategy regarding the disclosure of 

the information. 

 39. Plaintiff was not explicitly identified in the NY POST exposé but was, 

instead, referred to as the Delaware computer repair shop “store’s owner.”  

 40. NY POST, as part of its original publication of the exposé and without 

the consent of Plaintiff, published a photo of the Repair Authorization without 

blurring the business name thereby notifying the public and the media where 

HUNTER had dropped off his laptop for repair.  

 41. Also on October 14, 2020, subsequent to the NY POST’s disclosure 

of the Plaintiff’s identity, other media outlets, including writers from the Daily 

Beast purportedly investigating the NY POST exposé, interviewed and wrote an 

article about the Plaintiff portraying him as bizarre 
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(https://www.thedailybeast.com/man-who-reportedly-gave-hunters-laptop-to-rudy-

speaks-out-in-bizarre-interview).2 

 42. In an attempt to clarify the inaccuracies about the Plaintiff published 

in the article by the Daily Beast, Plaintiff’s counsel wrote a statement and 

approached media outlets with that statement. The Wall Street Journal did not 

return communications from Plaintiff’s counsel and the Washington Post 

responded that they do not think the statement “would be a good fit” for the news 

organization. Copy of clarifying statement by Plaintiff’s counsel attached as 

EXHIBIT D and email from Washington Post attached as EXHIBIT E. 

 43. On or about October 19, 2020, a “Public Statement on the Hunter 

Biden Emails,” signed by more than 50 former intelligence officials was released 

stating that the information contained in the NY POST expose has “all the classic 

earmarks of a Russian information operation,” but that they “do not know if the 

emails…are genuine or not and that [they] do not have evidence of Russian 

involvement…” Public Statement attached as EXHIBIT F. 

         44. Upon information and belief, the Public Statement was issued to 

influence American voters to vote for then-candidate, now President, Joseph R. 

 
2 The DAILY BEAST article was the result of Plaintiff being accosted by a group of journalists asking him questions 
about his involvement in the NY POST exposé. Plaintiff, concerned about his and his family’s wellbeing, attempted to 
respond in ways that would protect them but, not having ever been the subject of media inquiry, his responses come 
across as confused and contradictory. In fact, his seemingly confused and contradictory statements were made because 
of his inexperience with the media and his lifelong status as a private figure. 
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Biden and offered no actual evidence of the claims that Russia was involved in the 

release of the information from Hunter Biden’s laptop.  

        45.     On October 19, 2020, Director of National Intelligence Ratcliffe, stated: 

“Let me be clear, the intelligence community doesn’t believe 
[that the Hunter Biden laptop situation is part of a Russian 
disinformation campaign] because there is no intelligence that 
supports that [assertion] and we have shared no intelligence 
with Chairman Schiff or any other member of Congress that 
Hunter Biden’s laptop is part of some Russian disinformation 
campaign. It’s simply not true…” Emphasis added. 

46. In a letter dated, October 20, 2020, Ms. Jill C. Tyson, Assistant 

Director of the FBI’s Office of Congressional Affairs reported to Congress that the 

FBI has, “nothing to add at this time to the October 19th public statement by the 

Director of National Intelligence about the available actionable intelligence.” Copy 

of letter attached as EXHIBIT G.  

47. Plaintiff is not a Russian agent nor is he a participant in a Russian 

disinformation campaign. 

48. On or about October 30, 2020, Plaintiff’s clarifying statement was 

published by justhenews.com for all to read.3 

49. On October 21, 2021, POLITICO published a story confirming the 

validity of the NY POST exposé. See 

 
3 https://justthenews.com/accountability/russia-and-ukraine-scandals/lawyer-delaware-shop-owner-fbi-initially-turned-
down#article  
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https://www.politico.com/news/magazine/2021/10/12/hunter-biden-corruption-

515583. 

50. On March 16, 2022, the NY Times published an article further 

verifying the validity of the NY POST exposé stating:  

 

 See https://www.nytimes.com/2022/03/16/us/politics/hunter-biden-tax-bill-

investigation.html.  

51. On March 30, 2022, the Washington Post confirmed the validity of 

the NY POST exposé. See 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/technology/2022/03/30/hunter-biden-laptop-

data-examined/.  

C. COUNT I: DEFAMATION AND DEFAMATION PER SE 
ADAM BENNETT SCHIFF, INDIVIDUALLY 

52. Plaintiff incorporates by reference all allegations contained in 

Paragraphs 1 – 52. 
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53. SCHIFF, individually, was actively involved in fundraising for the 

2020 Presidential campaign of Joseph R. Biden, Jr. Articles outlining Defendant’s 

fundraising efforts attached as EXHIBIT H. 

54. The laptop held information that could have hurt the political 

campaign of then-Presidential candidate, now President, Joseph R. Biden Jr, for 

whom SCHIFF spent significant time campaigning.  

55. According to a poll conducted by the Media Research Center, nearly 

9.4% of Biden voters would not have voted for him had they known about the full 

extent of the scandal.4 

 

56. Upon information and belief, SCHIFF knowingly fomented further 

anger and hatred against the Plaintiff and others in his defense of Presidential-

candidate, Joseph R. Biden, Jr., and his attempt to “kill” the story.  

57. On or about Friday, October 16, 2020, at 6:40 pm EST, SCHIFF was 

interviewed by broadcaster, Wolf Blitzer (“BLITZER”), on CNN as part of CNN’s 

show, the Situation Room with Wolf Blitzer (the “Interview”). The Situation Room 

with Wolf Blitzer attracts a very large world-wide audience. Transcript attached as 

EXHIBIT I. 

 
4 https://www.newsbusters.org/blogs/nb/rich-noyes/2020/11/24/special-report-stealing-presidency-2020  
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58. The Interview was conducted live “via Cisco Webex” with BLITZER 

in New York and SCHIFF at home. 

         

59. BLITZER’s first question to SCHIFF was:  

“Does it surprise you at all that this information that 
Rudy Giuliani is peddling very well could be connected 
to some sort of Russian Government disinformation 
campaign?” 

60. SCHIFF’s response to BLITZER’s question was:  

“Well we know that this whole smear on Joe Biden comes 
from the Kremlin. That’s been clear for well over a year now 
that they’ve been pushing this false narrative about the Vice 
President and his son. And, you know, the idea that the 
President, that the White House Counsel, and others were made 
aware that Giuliani was being used by Russian intelligence and 
using Russian intelligence in the sense of meeting with an 
agent of the Kremlin and pushing out this Kremlin false 
narrative…” Emphasis added. 
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61. SCHIFF continued with: 

“But clearly, the origins of this whole smear are from the 
Kremlin…” Emphasis added. 

62. Later in the interview, BLITZER, in what seems to be an attempt to 

bolster the SCHIFF’s credentials and the veracity of the SCHIFF’s statements, 

said: 

“Have you, as a member of the Gang of Eight, the top 
leadership in Congress, the Senate, and the House, and 
members of the Intelligence Committee, have you been 
formally briefed on what the Russians are up to right now in 
trying to peddle this kind of information?” 

63. SCHIFF responded as follows: 

“Well, I was in the Intelligence Committee today to see what 
the latest was, and frankly, we haven’t gotten much from the 
intelligence community very recently, which concerns me. 
They have at times, some of the leadership, like Director [of 
National Intelligence] Ratcliffe, not been very forthcoming in 
terms of the intelligence on the Russian threat and been 
promoting this false equivalence with other countries.  

So, you know, I wish I could tell you more, Wolf. I wish the 
intelligence community was able to tell the public more. 

But we do know this: the Russians are once again actively 
involved in trying to denigrate the Vice President…” 
Emphasis added. 

64. Director of National Intelligence Ratcliffe’s repudiation of that claim 

on October 19, 2020 was during an interview on Fox News Mornings with Maria.  
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65. According to the Director of National Intelligence, SCHIFF did not 

have any evidence and did not receive any report stating that the information 

contained in the NY POST exposé was part of a Russian disinformation campaign.  

66. SCHIFF confirmed this in his interview with BLITZER. 

67. The information contained in the NY POST exposé came from 

HUNTER who voluntarily left his laptop with the Plaintiff and failed to return to 

retrieve it. 

68. This is not the first time SCHIFF has knowingly made false 

statements about Russia’s involvement in United States politics. See Wall Street 

Journal editorial opinion attached as EXHIBIT J. 

69. SCHIFF had not received reports that the Hunter Biden laptop 

information was part of a Russian disinformation campaign, therefore, SCHIFF 

knowingly and intentionally made the false statements that the information 

contained in the NY POST exposé, originally obtained from the Plaintiff, was part 

of a Russian plot to influence the U.S. Presidential election. 

70. SCHIFF’s statements were not made during a Congressional debate or 

committee proceeding. 

71. SCHIFF was not carrying out any of his enumerated legislative 

powers at the time of his interview. 
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72. SCHIFF was not carrying out any of his implied powers as a member 

of Congress. 

73. SCHIFF’s job description as a member of Congress does not include 

knowingly conveying false information to the public. 

74. Upon information and belief, SCHIFF’s false statements were made 

from his home after normal working hours. 

75. SCHIFF had significant involvement in the Presidential campaign of 

Joseph R. Biden, Jr which included hosting fundraisers for the candidate and 

speaking on the candidate’s behalf. 

76. SCHIFF’s false statements were, in fact, campaign speech and not 

speech associated with his Congressional duties which, of course, do not include 

lying to the American public about the Plaintiff.  

77. Plaintiff, a target of SCHIFF’s defamatory campaign speech, was not 

a participant in any political campaign. 

78. SCHIFF knowingly conveyed false information with the intent to 

harm the reputation of Plaintiff. 

79. SCHIFF knowingly conveyed false information with the intent to 

promote the election of Joseph R. Biden, the Presidential candidate most 

vulnerable because of the NY POST exposé. 
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80. Upon information and belief, SCHIFF knowingly conveyed false 

information to the public with the intent to manipulate the public in the United 

States to elect Joseph R. Biden, Jr. as the next President. 

81. Plaintiff was the individual who obtained the information from 

HUNTER that was eventually published by the NY POST, his identity had been 

revealed by the NY POST prior to SCHIFF’s interview, and Plaintiff’s name was, 

at that time, and remains synonymous with Hunter Biden’s laptop. 

82. SCHIFF’s actions and campaign statements had the specific intent to 

communicate to the world that the information presented in the NY POST exposé 

was part of a Russian disinformation campaign. 

83. SCHIFF’s actions and campaign statements had the specific intent to 

communicate to the world that the Plaintiff is a Russian agent and/or a participant 

in a Russian disinformation campaign. 

84. The tortious injury to Plaintiff in Delaware by SCHIFF’s false and 

defamatory statements could reasonably have been foreseen.  

85. SCHIFF, through his conduct of knowingly conveying false campaign 

statements to a world-wide audience, was encouraging listeners to take action 

against those who released this information, which specifically included the 

Plaintiff. 
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86. Plaintiff, as a direct result of SCHIFF’s campaign statements, has lost 

his good reputation in the community, is now widely considered either a Russian 

agent or a participant in a Russian disinformation campaign as shown by the 

attached Yelp Reviews and personal emails/threats received. Yelp reviews attached 

as EXHIBIT K and personal threats attached as EXHIBIT L.  

87. Further evidence of the harm suffered by Plaintiff as a direct result of 

SCHIFF’s false campaign statements is that the Plaintiff lost his loyal client-base 

and, as a result, had to close his business.  

88. SCHIFF made the false and defamatory campaign statements to the 

Situation Room’s worldwide audience without privilege to do so. 

89. SCHIFF’s false and defamatory campaign statements impute that 

Plaintiff has committed an infamous crime, i.e., treason and/or other crimes against 

the United States of America by participating in a Russian attempt to undermine 

American democracy and the 2020 Presidential election. 

90. As a direct and proximate result of the false and defamatory campaign 

statements made by SCHIFF, Plaintiff has suffered, and continues to suffer, 

substantial damages, including having to close his business. 

91. SCHIFF’s false and defamatory campaign statements are of the kind 

that would tend to, and in fact did, prejudice the Plaintiff in the eyes of a 

substantial and respectable portion of the community at large. 
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92. SCHIFF acted with actual malice toward the Plaintiff in that he acted 

with knowledge that his statements were false.  

93. Alternatively, SCHIFF acted with actual malice toward the Plaintiff in 

that he acted with reckless disregard to the harm his knowingly defamatory false 

campaign statements would have on the Plaintiff, both personally and as a small 

business owner. 

94. SCHIFF’s false and defamatory campaign statements have subjected 

and continue to subject the Plaintiff to distrust, scorn, ridicule, hatred, and 

contempt. As such, the defamatory statements constitute defamation per se. 

95. Alternatively, SCHIFF knew or should have known the significant 

impact his defamatory false campaign statements would have on the Plaintiff who 

was the source of the information.  

96. SCHIFF knew or should have known that his false and defamatory 

statements would be broadcast to an audience in Delaware. 

97. SCHIFF knew or should have known that his false and defamatory 

statements would be viewed via the Internet by Delaware residents. 

98. At the very least, SCHIFF was grossly negligent in making his 

defamatory false statements about the Plaintiff. 
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Prayer for Relief 

WHEREFORE, the Plaintiff JOHN PAUL MAC ISAAC prays for judgment 

against the Defendant ADAM BENNETT SCHIFF as follows: 

(a) Awarding Plaintiff compensatory damages of $1,500,000.00 to 

replace Plaintiff’s lost income resulting from SCHIFF’s false and defamatory 

statements;  

(b) Awarding Plaintiff punitive damages as a result of SCHIFF’s 

wrongdoing in an amount to be determined at trial; 

(c) Awarding Plaintiff pre- and post-judgment interest; 

(d) Awarding Plaintiff all attorneys’ fees and costs associated with 

litigating this case; 

(e) Requiring SCHIFF to make a public apology to Plaintiff; and 

(f) Such further relief as this Court deems just and proper. 

D. COUNT 2: DEFAMATION AND DEFAMATION PER SE 
CNN 

99. Plaintiff incorporates by reference all allegations contained in 

Paragraphs 1 – 99. 

100. Upon information and belief, CNN supported the candidacy of Joseph 

R. Biden, Jr. for president in the 2020 presidential elections or, alternatively, 

opposed the candidacy of Donald J. Trump. 
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101. On or about October 16, 2020, at 6:40 pm EST, CNN televised the 

Interview between SCHIFF and BLITZER.  

102. During the Interview, SCHIFF made false and defamatory campaign 

statements indicating that he had confirmed that the source of the information from 

the laptop was Russia. 

103. Plaintiff was the known source of the information from the laptop, not 

Russia. 

104. CNN knew Plaintiff was the source of the information as it had 

published an article referencing an interview with Plaintiff on October 14, 2020.5 

In that article, it said: 

 

105. Despite the fact that CNN knew Plaintiff was the source of the 

information, it broadcast the Interview of SCHIFF during which Plaintiff was 

defamed.  

106. CNN also falsely reported that, based on the October 20, 2020 letter to 

Congress from Ms. Jill C. Tyson, there was a “suggestion” that the review was 

continuing.6   

107. There was no such suggestion in the letter to Congress. 

 
5 https://lite.cnn.com/en/article/h_7e5fcdffc7051ba1d73b135ee16f5b3b  
6 https://www.cnn.com/2020/10/21/politics/fbi-russia-disinformation/index.html  
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108. CNN’s false report that the letter from Ms. Jill C. Tyson suggested 

that the review was continuing created a strong implication that U.S. intelligence 

officials actually believed Russia was involved in the release of information from 

Hunter Biden’s laptop. 

109. CNN boasts a viewership of over 700,000 viewers each week.7 

 

110. CNN broadcast and published its statements that the Hunter Biden 

laptop is part of a Russian disinformation scheme and that the U.S. intelligence 

agencies are continuing to investigate Russia’s participation without privilege to do 

so to its over 700,000 viewers.  

111. The statements broadcast on CNN and published on its website are of 

the kind that would tend to, and in fact did, prejudice the Plaintiff in the eyes of a 

substantial and respectable portion of the community at large. 

112. At the time CNN broadcast the defamatory false statements, CNN 

knew the backstory of the Hunter Biden laptop, having spoken with Plaintiff and 

written about the Plaintiff on October 14, 2020. 

 
7 https://www.adweek.com/tvnewser/week-of-march-28-basic-cable-ranker-fox-news-improves-to-no-1-in-total-
primetime-viewers/504622/  
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113. CNN acted with actual malice toward the Plaintiff by knowingly and 

intentionally broadcasting and publishing false and defamatory statements about 

the Hunter Biden laptop being tied to a Russian disinformation campaign in an 

attempt to harm Plaintiff’s reputation. 

114. Alternatively, CNN acted with actual malice toward the Plaintiff by 

knowingly broadcasting and publishing the false and defamatory statements about 

Plaintiff with reckless disregard for the harm the false statements would cause to 

the Plaintiff. 

115. CNN knowingly broadcast and published the falsehoods to third 

parties – its over 700,000 viewers and its readership. 

116. CNN knew or should have known such false and defamatory 

statements would likely result in material and substantial injury to Plaintiff, as the 

statements accused the Plaintiff of knowingly participating in a Russian scheme to 

disrupt the 2020 presidential elections in the United States of America.  

117. CNN’s broadcast and publication of the false and defamatory 

statements have subjected and continue to subject the Plaintiff to distrust, scorn, 

ridicule, hatred, and contempt.  

118. CNN’s broadcast and publication of the false and defamatory 

statements impute that Plaintiff has committed an infamous crime, i.e., treason 

and/or other crimes against the United States of America by participating in a 
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Russian attempt to undermine American democracy and the 2020 Presidential 

election. 

119. As a direct and proximate result of the false and defamatory 

statements broadcast and published by CNN, Plaintiff has suffered, and continues 

to suffer, substantial damages, including having to close his business. 

120. Upon information and belief, CNN executives specifically told its 

journalists and television personalities to refer to the NY POST expose as having 

been resolved in the previously reported impeachment of President Donald 

Trump.8 

121. Instead, CNN continually broadcast and published the false and 

defamatory stories about the laptop being part of a Russian disinformation 

campaign designed to influence the 2020 United States Presidential elections. 

122. It is clear by its broadcasts and publications, CNN intended to harm 

the Plaintiff and any other party associated with the release of information from the 

laptop by broadcasting and publishing the false and defamatory statements about 

the Plaintiff. 

123. CNN acted with actual malice toward the Plaintiff in that it acted with 

knowledge that the statements were false or, at the very least, acted with reckless 

 
8 https://nypost.com/2020/12/02/cnn-caught-burying-the-posts-hunter-biden-expose-devine/  
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disregard to the harm the knowingly defamatory false statements would have on 

the Plaintiff, both personally and as a small business owner. 

124. CNN had actual knowledge of the falsity of the claims and understood 

the high probability that injury or damage would result to Plaintiff and, despite 

such knowledge, broadcast and published the false and defamatory statements and 

has issued no apology to the Plaintiff such as would begin to repair that damage.  

125. In the alternative, CNN’s actions, as described above, were so 

reckless or wanting in care that they constituted a conscious disregard or 

indifference to the rights of Plaintiff. 

Prayer for Relief 

WHEREFORE, the Plaintiff JOHN PAUL MAC ISAAC prays for judgment 

against the Defendant CABLE NEWS NETWORK, INC. as follows: 

(a) Awarding Plaintiff compensatory damages of $1,500,000.00 to 

replace Plaintiff’s lost income resulting from CNN’s false and defamatory 

broadcast and publication;  

(b) Awarding Plaintiff punitive damages as a result of CNN’s 

wrongdoing in an amount to be determined at trial; 

(c) Awarding Plaintiff pre- and post-judgment interest; 

(d) Awarding Plaintiff all attorneys’ fees and costs associated with 

litigating this case; 
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(e) Requiring CNN to make a public retraction of all false statements and 

to issue a public apology to Plaintiff; and 

(f) Such further relief as this Court deems just and proper. 

E. COUNT 4: DEFAMATION AND DEFAMATION PER SE 
POLITICO 

126. Plaintiff incorporates by reference all allegations contained in 

Paragraphs 1 – 52. 

127. Upon information and belief, POLITICO supported the candidacy of 

Joseph R. Biden, Jr. for president in the 2020 presidential elections or, 

alternatively, opposed the candidacy of Donald J. Trump. 

128. On October 19, 2020, POLITICO published an article entitled:9 

 

129. The October 19, 2020 article relied on the “Public Statement on the 

Hunter Biden Emails,” signed by more than 50 former intelligence officials 

(EXHIBIT F) for its reporting. 

130. The headline to the October 19, 2020 article says that the Hunter 

Biden story IS Russian disinformation, according to dozens of former intel 

officials. 

 
9 https://www.politico.com/news/2020/10/19/hunter-biden-story-russian-disinfo-430276  
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131. POLITICO specifically referenced Plaintiff in its article: 

 

132. The 50 former senior intelligence officials did not state that the 

Hunter Biden story IS Russian disinformation – that was POLITICO. 

133. POLITICO knowingly falsely stated as fact in the title of its article 

that the Hunter Biden story IS Russian disinformation. 

134. The article was written by journalist Natasha Bertrand, who seemingly 

has a history of transforming speculation into fact in the stories upon which she 

reports.10 

135. POLITICO knowingly published the article with a false headline 

stated as fact about Plaintiff and others involved in releasing the information about 

the laptop. 

136. POLITICO knowingly published the false factual statement about the 

Plaintiff without privilege to do so.  

137. The false and defamatory publication about the Plaintiff by 

POLITICO include, but are not limited to, allegations that the information 

 
10 https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/2020/02/28/how-politicos-natasha-bertrand-bootstrapped-dossier-
credulity-into-tv-gig/  
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published by the NY POST, which POLITICO clearly identifies the information as 

coming from Plaintiff, was part of a Russian disinformation campaign, thereby 

directly implying that the Plaintiff part of a Russian disinformation campaign 

and/or, more specifically, a Russian agent. 

138. The defamatory publication was made negligently; without reasonable 

care as to its truth or falsity, with knowledge of its falsity, and/or with reckless 

disregard for the truth. 

139. The defamatory publication was published and viewed by 

POLITICO’s readers.  

140. POLITICO’s publication alleges that Plaintiff committed crimes 

including (but not limited to) working with Russians to spread “disinformation” 

relating to the son of Democratic Party nominee, now President, Joseph Biden, 

thereby implicating Plaintiff in the commission of a treasonous act by being part of 

an attempt to undermine American democracy and the 2020 Presidential election. 

141. POLITICO’s publication is of the kind that would tend to, and in fact 

did, prejudice the Plaintiff in the eyes of a substantial and respectable portion of 

the community at large. 

142. POLITICO knowingly published the falsehoods as facts to third 

parties – its readers. 
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143. POLITICO knew or should have known such false statements in the 

publication would likely result in material and substantial injury to Plaintiff, as the 

statements call into question Plaintiff’s loyalty to the United States.  

144. POLITICO knew or should have known such false statements in the 

publication would likely result in subjecting Plaintiff to distrust, scorn, ridicule, 

hatred, and contempt, which continues to this day.  

145. POLITICO’s publication of false statements impute that Plaintiff has 

committed an infamous crime, i.e., treason and/or other crimes against the United 

States of America by participating in a Russian attempt to undermine American 

democracy and the 2020 Presidential election. 

146. As a direct and proximate result of the defamatory statements 

published by POLITICO, Plaintiff has suffered, and continues to suffer, substantial 

damages, including the loss of his business. 

147. Upon information and belief, and based on the prejudicial October 

19th article, POLITICO intended to harm the Plaintiff (among others) through the 

publication of the false statements. 

148. POLITICO had actual knowledge of the falsity of the claims and 

understood the high probability that injury or damage would result to Plaintiff and, 

despite such knowledge, published the false and defamatory statement and has 

issued no apology to the Plaintiff such as would repair that damage.  
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149. In the alternative, POLITICO’s actions, as described above, were so 

reckless or wanting in care that they constituted a conscious disregard or 

indifference to the rights of Plaintiff. 

Prayer for Relief 

WHEREFORE, the Plaintiff JOHN PAUL MAC ISAAC prays for judgment 

against the Defendant POLITICO as follows: 

(a) Awarding Plaintiff compensatory damages of $1,500,000.00 to 

replace Plaintiff’s lost income as a result of POLITICO’s wrongdoing;  

(b) Awarding Plaintiff punitive damages as a result of POLITICO’s 

wrongdoing in an amount to be determined at trial; 

(c) Awarding Plaintiff pre- and post-judgment interest; 

(d) Awarding Plaintiff all attorneys’ fees and costs associated with 

litigating this case; 

(e) Requiring POLITICO to make a public retraction of all false 

statements and to issue a public apology to Plaintiff; and 

(f) Such further relief as this Court deems just and proper. 

F. COUNT 5: DEFAMATION AND DEFAMATION PER SE 
BFPCC, INC. 

150. Plaintiff incorporates by reference all allegations contained in 

Paragraphs 1 – 52. 
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151. BFPCC, which is an acronym for “Biden for President Campaign 

Committee,” is a Delaware corporation formed to operate as the Presidential 

campaign for President Joseph R. Biden, Jr.  

152. As such, BFPCC supported the candidacy of Joseph R. Biden, Jr. for 

president in the 2020 presidential elections. 

153. On or about October 14, 2020, as quoted in a POLITICO article, 

Biden campaign officials stated that the NY POST exposé “is a Russian 

disinformation operation.” See https://www.politico.com/news/2020/10/14/biden-

campaign-lashes-out-new-york-post-429486.  

154. Senior Biden Campaign Advisor, Symone D. Sanders, on behalf of 

BFPCC, stated in an interview on MSNBC that, “[i]f the president [Trump] 

decides to amplify these latest smears against the vice president and his only living 

son, that is Russian disinformation.” See https://greenwald.substack.com/p/biden-

the-media-and-cia-labeled-the.  

155. Biden Deputy Campaign Manager Kate Bedingfield, on behalf of 

BFPCC, said of the information from the laptop, “I think we need to be very, very 

clear that what [Trump is] doing here is amplifying Russian misinformation.” See 

Id. 

156. The Candidate himself, Joseph R. Biden, Jr., representing the views of 

BFPCC, said, “[t]here are 50 former national intelligence folks who said that what 
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he’s accusing me of is a Russian plant. Five former heads of the CIA, both parties, 

say what he’s saying is a bunch of garbage. Nobody believes it except his good 

friend Rudy Giuliani.” See https://www.nationalreview.com/corner/sure-seems-

joe-biden-knowingly-lied-about-the-hunter-biden-laptop-story/.  

157. Joseph R. Biden, Jr. also said, “[t]he intelligence community warned 

the president that Giuliani was being fed disinformation from the Russians. We 

also know Putin is trying to spread disinformation about Joe Biden. When you put 

the combination of Russia, Giuliani, and the president together ... it is what it is. A 

smear campaign.” See https://krcrtv.com/joe-biden-calls-hunter-email-story-a-

smear-stays-quiet-about-2017-business-meeting.  

158. The members/employees of BFPCC knew or should have known that 

the claims that the Hunter Biden Laptop story is Russian disinformation were false. 

159. Despite such knowledge, BFPCC knowingly published and broadcast 

the falsehoods as facts to third parties – the supporters of candidate Joseph R. 

Biden, Jr. 

160. BFPCC knew or should have known such false statements would 

likely result in material and substantial injury to Plaintiff, as the statements call 

into question Plaintiff’s loyalty to the United States.  
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161. BFPCC knew or should have known such false statements would 

likely result in subjecting Plaintiff to distrust, scorn, ridicule, hatred, and contempt, 

which continues to this day.  

162. BFPCC’s false statements impute that Plaintiff has committed an 

infamous crime, i.e., treason and/or other crimes against the United States of 

America by participating in a Russian attempt to undermine American democracy 

and the 2020 Presidential election. 

163. As a direct and proximate result of the defamatory statements 

broadcast by BFPCC, Plaintiff has suffered, and continues to suffer, substantial 

damages, including the loss of his business. 

164. BFPCC had actual knowledge of the falsity of the claims and 

understood the high probability that injury or damage would result to Plaintiff and, 

despite such knowledge, broadcast the false and defamatory statement and has 

issued no apology to the Plaintiff such as would repair that damage.  

165. In the alternative, BFPCC’s actions, as described above, were so 

reckless or wanting in care that they constituted a conscious disregard or 

indifference to the rights of Plaintiff. 

Prayer for Relief 

WHEREFORE, the Plaintiff JOHN PAUL MAC ISAAC prays for judgment 

against the Defendant BFPCC, Inc. as follows: 
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(a) Awarding Plaintiff compensatory damages of $1,500,000.00 to 

replace Plaintiff’s lost income as a result of BFPCC’s wrongdoing;  

(b) Awarding Plaintiff punitive damages as a result of BFPCC’s 

wrongdoing in an amount to be determined at trial; 

(c) Awarding Plaintiff pre- and post-judgment interest; 

(d) Awarding Plaintiff all attorneys’ fees and costs associated with 

litigating this case; 

(e) Requiring BFPCC issue a public apology to Plaintiff; and 

(f) Such further relief as this Court deems just and proper. 

G. COUNT 5: DEFAMATION AND DEFAMATION PER SE 
ROBERT HUNTER BIDEN 

 
166. Plaintiff incorporates by reference all allegations contained in 

Paragraphs 1 – 52. 

167. HUNTER is the son of President Joseph R. Biden, Jr. 

168. HUNTER supported the candidacy of Joseph R. Biden, Jr. for 

president in the 2020 presidential elections. 

169. HUNTER knowingly left his laptop with Plaintiff on April 12, 2019. 

170. Soon thereafter HUNTER returned to Plaintiff’s shop to leave an 

external hard drive to which Plaintiff could transfer the data from HUNTER’s 

laptop. 

171. HUNTER never returned to Plaintiff’s shop pick up his laptop. 
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172. When asked about the laptop in a television interview broadcast 

around the world, HUNTER stated, “There could be a laptop out there that was 

stolen from me. It could be that I was hacked. It could be that it was the – that it 

was Russian intelligence. It could be that it was stolen from me. Or that there was a 

laptop stolen from me.” See https://edition.cnn.com/2021/04/02/politics/hunter-

biden-laptop/index.html.  

173. HUNTER knew it was his laptop.  

174. HUNTER’s attorney, George Mesires contacted Plaintiff on October 

13, 2020 about the laptop. 
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175. HUNTER knowingly broadcast the false and defamatory information 

about his laptop to third parties – viewers of the interview. 

176. HUNTER’s knowing broadcast of the false and defamatory 

information about his laptop imputed that Plaintiff was involved in one or more 

crimes including, theft of his laptop, hacking of his laptop, or being part of a plot 

by Russian intelligence. 

177. HUNTER knew or should have known such false statements would 

likely result in material and substantial injury to Plaintiff, as the statements impute 

that Plaintiff has committed one or more crimes.  

178. HUNTER knew or should have known such false statements in the 

publication would likely result in subjecting Plaintiff to distrust, scorn, ridicule, 

hatred, and contempt, which continues to this day.  

179. HUNTER’s false statements impute that Plaintiff has committed an 

infamous crime, i.e., treason and/or other crimes against the United States of 

America by participating in a Russian attempt to undermine American democracy 

and the 2020 Presidential election. 

180. As a direct and proximate result of the defamatory statements by 

HUNTER, Plaintiff has suffered, and continues to suffer, substantial damages, 

including the loss of his business. 
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181. HUNTER had actual knowledge of the falsity of the claims and 

understood the high probability that injury or damage would result to Plaintiff and, 

despite such knowledge, made the false and defamatory statement and has issued 

no apology to the Plaintiff such as would repair that damage.  

182. In the alternative, HUNTER’s actions, as described above, were so 

reckless or wanting in care that they constituted a conscious disregard or 

indifference to the rights of Plaintiff. 

Prayer for Relief 

WHEREFORE, the Plaintiff JOHN PAUL MAC ISAAC prays for judgment 

against the Defendant HUNTER, Inc. as follows: 

(a) Awarding Plaintiff compensatory damages of $1,500,000.00 to replace 

Plaintiff’s lost income as a result of HUNTER’s wrongdoing;  

(b) Awarding Plaintiff punitive damages as a result of HUNTER’s 

wrongdoing in an amount to be determined at trial; 

(c) Awarding Plaintiff pre- and post-judgment interest; 

(d) Awarding Plaintiff all attorneys’ fees and costs associated with 

litigating this case; 

(e) Requiring HUNTER issue a public apology to Plaintiff; and 

(f) Such further relief as this Court deems just and proper. 

 

Case 1:23-cv-00247-MN   Document 1-1   Filed 03/07/23   Page 36 of 185 PageID #: 39



H. COUNT 6: CIVIL CONSPIRACY TO COMMIT DEFAMATION 
ALL DEFENDANTS 

183. Plaintiff incorporates by reference all allegations contained in 

Paragraphs 1 – 183. 

184. All Defendants expressed support for then-Presidential candidate, 

Joseph R. Biden, in the 2020 U.S. Presidential election and/or opposed incumbent 

candidate, Donald J. Trump.  

185. The information contained in the NY POST exposé hurt the candidacy 

of Joseph R. Biden, Jr. and polls show that it could have resulted in the loss of the 

presidential election. 

186. All Defendants knew that the information contained in the NY POST 

exposé would hurt the candidacy of Joseph R. Biden and, potentially, prevent his 

election. 

187. Voters who voted for Joseph R. Biden have indicated that, if they had 

known more about the Hunter Biden laptop, they likely would not have voted for 

Joseph R. Biden. 

188. All Defendants acted in concert to prevent the re-election of President 

Donald J. Trump, which included defaming the Plaintiff. 

189. All Defendants openly participated in the efforts to “kill” the Hunter 

Biden laptop story by making accusations that Plaintiff was a willing participant in 

a Russian plot to spread disinformation to impact the U.S. presidential election. 
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190. All Defendants openly participated in the efforts to falsely

communicate to the general public that the Hunter Biden laptop story is Russian 

disinformation and that Plaintiff is working with the Russians to influence the U.S. 

Presidential elections. 

191. In doing so, the Defendants have unlawfully defamed the Plaintiff on

numerous occasions. 

192. Each Defendant provided substantial assistance to the other

Defendants by repeating the defamatory statements to bolster the false claims. 

193. Each Defendant assisted the other Defendants to accomplish a lawful

purpose (the election of Joseph R. Biden, Jr.) through unlawful means 

(defamation). 

194. The defamatory statements made about the Plaintiff by the Defendants

in furtherance of a conspiracy to cast doubt on the validity of the information 

contained on the Hunter Biden Laptop resulted in significant damage to the 

Plaintiff’s reputation and his business which closed soon after the defamatory 

statements were broadcast and published. 

195. As a result a result of the reputational damage to Plaintiff and the

closing of his business, Plaintiff has suffered loss of his business and income. 
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Prayer for Relief 

WHEREFORE, the Plaintiff JOHN PAUL MAC ISAAC prays for judgment 

against the Defendants, jointly and severally, as follows: 

(a) Awarding Plaintiff compensatory damages of $1,500,000.00 to 

replace Plaintiff’s lost income as a result of Defendants’ wrongdoing;  

(b) Awarding Plaintiff punitive damages as a result of Defendants’ 

wrongdoing in an amount to be determined at trial; 

(c) Awarding Plaintiff pre- and post-judgment interest; 

(d) Awarding Plaintiff all attorneys’ fees and costs associated with 

litigating this case; 

(e) Requiring all Defendants to issue public apologies to Plaintiff; and 

(f) Such further relief as this Court deems just and proper. 

I. COUNT 8: AIDING AND ABETTING 
ALL DEFENDANTS 

196. Plaintiff incorporates by reference all allegations contained in 

Paragraphs 1 – 183. 

197. All Defendants expressed support for then-Presidential candidate, 

Joseph R. Biden, in the 2020 U.S. Presidential election and/or opposed incumbent 

candidate, Donald J. Trump.  
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198. The information contained in the NY POST exposé hurt the candidacy 

of Joseph R. Biden, Jr. and polls show that it could have resulted in the loss of the 

presidential election. 

199. All Defendants knew that the information contained in the NY POST 

exposé would hurt the candidacy of Joseph R. Biden and, potentially, prevent his 

election. 

200. Voters who voted for Joseph R. Biden have indicated that, if they had 

known more about the Hunter Biden laptop, they likely would not have voted for 

Joseph R. Biden. 

201. Each Defendant knowingly provided assistance to the other 

Defendants by falsely spreading the defamatory information to prevent the re-

election of President Donald J. Trump. 

202. All Defendants knowingly participated in the efforts to “kill” the 

Hunter Biden laptop story by making accusations that Plaintiff was a willing 

participant in a Russian plot to spread disinformation to impact the U.S. 

presidential election. 

203. All Defendants knowingly participated in the efforts to falsely 

communicate to the general public that the Hunter Biden laptop story is Russian 

disinformation and that Plaintiff is working with the Russians to influence the U.S. 

Presidential elections. 

Case 1:23-cv-00247-MN   Document 1-1   Filed 03/07/23   Page 40 of 185 PageID #: 43



204. In doing so, the Defendants have unlawfully defamed the Plaintiff on

numerous occasions. 

205. Each Defendant provided substantial assistance to the other

Defendants by repeating the defamatory statements to bolster the false and 

defamatory claims. 

206. Each Defendant assisted the other Defendants to accomplish a lawful

purpose (the election of Joseph R. Biden, Jr.) through unlawful means 

(defamation). 

207. The defamatory statements made about the Plaintiff by the Defendants

in furtherance of a conspiracy to cast doubt on the validity of the information 

contained on the Hunter Biden Laptop resulted in significant damage to the 

Plaintiff’s reputation and his business which closed soon after the defamatory 

statements were broadcast and published. 

208. As a result a result of the reputational damage to Plaintiff and the

closing of his business, Plaintiff has suffered loss of his business and income. 

Prayer for Relief 

WHEREFORE, the Plaintiff JOHN PAUL MAC ISAAC prays for judgment 

against the Defendants, jointly and severally, as follows: 

(a) Awarding Plaintiff compensatory damages of $1,500,000.00 to

replace Plaintiff’s lost income as a result of Defendants’ wrongdoing; 
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(b) Awarding Plaintiff punitive damages as a result of Defendants’

wrongdoing in an amount to be determined at trial; 

(c) Awarding Plaintiff pre- and post-judgment interest;

(d) Awarding Plaintiff all attorneys’ fees and costs associated with

litigating this case; 

(e) Requiring all Defendants to issue public apologies to Plaintiff; and

(f) Such further relief as this Court deems just and proper.

DEMAND FOR JURY TRIAL 

Plaintiff requests a trial by jury on all issues raised herein. 

Date: January 20, 2023       Respectfully submitted, 

THE POLIQUIN FIRM LLC 

/s/ Ronald G. Poliquin  
RONALD G. POLIQUIN, ESQUIRE 
Delaware Bar ID No. 4447 
1475 S. Governors Ave. 
Dover, DE  19904   
(302) 702-5501
ron@poliquinfirm.com

/s/ Brian R. Della Rocca, Esquire 
Brian R. Della Rocca, Esquire 
Bar ID: 21781 
Compass Law Partners 
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51 Monroe Street, Suite 408 
Rockville, Maryland 20850 
Ph: (240) 560-3030 
Fax: (301) 740-2297 

bdellarocca@compass-law.com 

      Attorneys for Plaintiff 
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From: "Mesires, George R." @faegredrinker.com>
Date: October 13, 2020 at 6:58:59 PM EDT
To: 
Subject: George Mesires contact information

 John Paul:

Thank you for speaking with me tonight. As I indicated, I am a
lawyer for Hunter Biden and I appreciate you reviewing your records
on this matter. Thank you. 

George 

George R. Mesires
Partner

@faegredrinker.com
Connect: vCard

+1 312 356 5101 direct

Faegre Drinker Biddle & Reath LLP
311 S. Wacker Drive, Suite 4300
Chicago, Illinois 60606, USA

Case 1:23-cv-00247-MN   Document 1-1   Filed 03/07/23   Page 51 of 185 PageID #: 54



 
EXHIBIT D 

  

EFiled:  Oct 17 2022 03:57PM EDT 
Transaction ID 68264385
Case No. S22C-10-012 CAK

Case 1:23-cv-00247-MN   Document 1-1   Filed 03/07/23   Page 52 of 185 PageID #: 55



Op-Ed – JP Mac Isaac 
 
I represent John Paul Mac Isaac, the Mac repair shop owner in Wilmington, Delaware who 
unwittingly became the target of a smear campaign by doing what he thought was right. John 
Paul is not a right-wing fanatic nor is he a Russian hacker. 
 
By way of background, John Paul has owned his shop for over ten years now.  Prior to that, John 
Paul was the “Lead Genius” at the Apple Store in Littleton, Colorado and New Castle, Delaware.  
Once, while employed by Apple, he found himself in a situation where, while fixing a 
customer’s iMac, he came across seemingly illegal material.  He followed protocol and contacted 
the authorities. No one questioned John Paul’s ethics then. 
 
Fast-forward to April 12, 2019 when a man claiming to be Hunter Biden walked into his shop. 
While John Paul was pleased that someone of Hunter Biden’s notoriety was in his shop, he did 
not question why Hunter Biden was there.  In fact, Hunter Biden had been referred to John 
Paul’s shop. John Paul is well respected in the community and it would not have been 
uncommon for his patrons to refer others to his shop. John Paul provided a solution for one of 
Hunter Biden’s three laptops on the spot.  Another laptop was a complete write-off but the third 
laptop required more significant intervention.  That laptop remained in the shop with John Paul.  
Hunter Biden returned two days later with an external hard drive to which John Paul would 
transfer the information. 
 
According to John Paul, recovering the data was difficult because of the significant liquid 
damage to the drive.  He would boot the computer and transfer as much as he could before the 
computer shut down.  Then, he would boot up the computer again, verify what was copied, and 
then transfer more data until the computer shut down again.  This process repeated several times.  
During this process, John Paul saw certain pieces of information but, at the time, he did not think 
anything of it. Instead, John Paul completed the work and contacted Hunter Biden to let him 
know.  Hunter Biden never responded. As requested by Hunter Biden, a secure payment request 
was sent in an email but was never paid. John Paul contacted him at least one more time but 
Hunter Biden never responded. The policy of the shop is that items not picked up within 90 days 
of the completion of the services will be treated as abandoned property. 
 
Around mid-July of 2019, news of Hunter Biden’s business dealings with the Ukraine were 
coming more into focus and John Paul started to get uncomfortable with the information he had 
seen.  He was unsure if the hard drive contained information pertinent to the legal investigation. 
At that point, he reached out to his father, a retired Colonel in the U.S. Air Force, for advice 
about what he should do. They both decided that going to the FBI and handing over the Mac and 
the drive was their best course of action.  Soon thereafter, John Paul’s father took a copy of the 
hard drive to an FBI field office in Albuquerque, New Mexico.  The FBI turned John Paul’s 
father away. 
 
Then, in mid-October of 2019, an FBI Agent reached out to Colonel Mac Isaac and wanted to 
discuss the Mac and drive. At that point, Colonel Mac Isaac passed along John Paul’s contact 
information. The FBI then reached out to John Paul and met him at his house to discuss John 
Paul’s concerns. On December 9, 2019, the FBI served a Subpoena on John Paul for the 
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computer, the hard drive, and all related paperwork.  He willingly gave it to the FBI and was 
happy to see it go.  
 
Out of an abundance of caution, John Paul made a copy of the drive in case he was ever thrown 
under the bus as a result of what he knew. As John Paul watched the impeachment trial, he 
wondered why there was no reference to the information he had provided to the FBI.  As a result, 
starting in February of 2020 and until July of 2020, John Paul reached out to several members of 
Congress to notify them of what he had in his possession.  His requests fell on deaf ears. 
 
Out of frustration, in the beginning of September, John Paul reached out to someone he thought 
would be able to provide the information directly to the President. That person was Rudy 
Giuliani.  A day after John Paul reached out to Giuliani’s office, Robert Costello, 
Rudy Giuliani's lawyer, contacted John Paul to discuss the information and John Paul’s concerns.  
 
On September 24, 2020, John Paul then submitted information about the drive to Senator Ron 
Johnson through the whistleblower link on Senator Johnson’s website. After that submission and 
while Giuliani’s office was still trying to verify the information, Senator Johnson released 
the senate report on the Biden business dealings.  As we all know, prior to the New York Post’s 
exposé, rumors began to circulate about the existence of Hunter Biden’s laptop. Those rumors 
did not start with John Paul. We believe, due to the timing of the rumors, that the information 
may have been leaked by Senator Johnson’s office. Then, when Rudy Giuliani released the 
information to the New York Post, that is when John Paul’s life as a respected part of the 
Wilmington, Delaware community changed. 
 
Now that the timeline has been established, what do we know?   
 

1) We know it is Hunter Biden’s laptop because we have his signature on the Repair 
Authorization and Hunter Biden’s attorney has reached out to John Paul about the 
computer. 

2) Hunter Biden never returned to retrieve the information rendering it abandoned property 
or, in other words, junk.  We know that once you throw something into the trash, you 
relinquish your privacy rights to it, which is why so many investigations include a search 
of a person’s trash. 

3) The FBI confiscated the computer and the external hard drive and left John Paul with a 
receipt. 

4) The information on the drive was leaked by someone prior to the New York Post exposé. 
John Paul has not released any information as he is cooperating with law enforcement 
and to do so could hurt the investigation. 

 
What do we not know? 
 

1) We do not know if all emails released by the New York Post were actually on the hard 
drive.  

2) We do not know if the initial leak was from Senator Johnson’s office, from Rudy Giuliani 
himself, or from somewhere else. 
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On October 26, 2020, in an opinion piece on CNN, Senator Chris Murphy discussed what he 
described as the “facts” that Americans need to know about Russia’s interference in the U.S. 
election. In the piece, Senator Murphy outlines how, as part of the Senate Foreign Relations 
Committee, he is intimately aware of the interference methods being used by Russia. One of 
those methods includes “hiring unknowing Americans” to do Russia’s bidding.  He concludes his 
piece by surmising that the “strange tale of a purported Biden family laptop’s data ending up in 
the hands of Rudy Giuliani is a likely sign that Russia’s campaign to plant fictional, anti-Biden 
propaganda into the US political debate may just be ramping up.” Then, in an effort to support 
his assumption, he cites a recent letter from fifty (50) former intelligence officials who argued 
that the laptop story had “all the hallmarks of a Russian operation.” 
 
Senator Murphy failed to share facts with the American public.  First, the letter from the former 
intelligence officials is their opinion based on their experience.  They do not have access to the 
information to be able to know, for a fact, that the information is not part of a Russian operation.  
Senator Murphy, on the other hand, works with Senator Johnson on the Foreign Relations 
Committee and has the ability to obtain the information in question. Perhaps he should have done 
so before writing an opinion piece and labeling it as “fact.” 
 
Congressman Adam Schiff, the Chairman of the House Intelligence Committee, also publicly 
insinuated that the laptop story is related to an alleged smear campaign against Vice President 
Biden that originated as part of a Russian disinformation plot.  Specifically, Congressman Schiff 
told CNN’s Wolf Blitzer that, “clearly the origins of this whole smear are from the Kremlin,” 
and “this particular smear, though, has also been acknowledged to come from the Kremlin.” 
 
Congressman, let’s be very clear, the laptop exists and it contains materials relating to Hunter 
Biden and Burisma.  I cannot confirm that the full extent of what was released by Rudy Giuliani 
is, in fact, on the laptop but you, as the Chairman of the House Intelligence Committee, have the 
authority to find that out.  As a reminder, the laptop is with the FBI. 
 
On the other side of the aisle, Senator Johnson, Rudy Giuliani, and countless other Republicans 
have used the laptop provided to them as part of a political campaign. That was not John Paul’s 
intent.  He was trying to get the information to law enforcement and, in doing so, became a 
victim of politics.  Although he is receiving support from many Americans, he is also the subject 
of death threats and will likely be out of business as a result of this whole affair. This take no 
prisoners approach to politics is where the problem lies – on both sides of the political aisle. The 
rest of us can easily get caught up in the information being presented as if it is fact when, in 
reality, much of what we hear or read is not.  
 
The news media is not much better.  Instead of reporting on the matter, news outlets are making 
the decision themselves as to the veracity of the claims about Hunter Biden’s laptop. If you are 
an avid follower of CNN or Politico, you have already been led to believe that John Paul is a part 
of an overall Russian disinformation campaign. 
 
Twitter and Facebook have taken it upon themselves to relegate this story to a level equal to that 
of conspiracy theories.  The actions by these social media platforms further hurt John Paul’s 
reputation by advancing the notion that he is a part of a Russian disinformation campaign. 
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The problem is not that John Paul turned over the information to those he believed he could trust, 
it is that politics today seems to revel in sensation and ignores the collateral damage left in its 
wake. Not only are our elected officials seemingly happy to obfuscate the facts in order to attack 
their opponents, they are also perfectly willing to throw everyday Americans under the bus for 
their own political gain. 
 
I, myself, am purposely not affiliated with any political party.  I do not know what John Paul’s 
party affiliation is nor does it matter to me.  John Paul is an American, like the rest of us.  I 
honestly do not know what I would have done in a similar situation. I do know that John Paul did 
what he believed was right. He has not profited in any way off this situation.  The reality is quite 
the opposite.  John Paul will likely have to start a new career at the age of 44.  
 
John Paul is not the problem, politics, biased reporting, and social media are. 
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From: Hiatt, Fred
To: Brian Della Rocca; Marcus, Ruth
Cc: NEWS - Oped Editors
Subject: RE: John Paul Mac Isaac
Date: Wednesday, October 28, 2020 3:22:39 PM
Attachments: image001.png

Brian,
I don’t think this will be a good fit for us. Thanks for the look.
Fred
 

From: Brian Della Rocca <bdellarocca@compass-law.com> 
Sent: Wednesday, October 28, 2020 11:51 AM
To: Marcus, Ruth <Ruth.Marcus@washpost.com>; Hiatt, Fred <fred.hiatt@washpost.com>
Cc: NEWS - Oped Editors <opeddesk@washpost.com>
Subject: RE: John Paul Mac Isaac
 
Thank you, Ruth.
 
Please find a Word version attached.
 
Brian
 
 

Brian R. Della Rocca, Esquire
Partner - Compass Law Partners
 

Phone 240-454-1013
Fax 301-740-2297
Web www.Compass-Law.com [compass-law.com]  Email
BDellaRocca@Compass-Law.com
48 Maryland Ave. Suite 400, Annapolis, MD 21401
51 Monroe St., Suite 408, Rockville, MD 20850
 

 
This e-mail, including any attachment(s), is intended for receipt and use by the intended addressee(s), and may contain confidential and
privileged information. If you are not an intended recipient of this e-mail, you are hereby notified that any unauthorized use or
distribution of this e-mail is strictly prohibited, and requested to delete this communication and its attachment(s) without making any
copies thereof and to contact the sender of this e-mail immediately. Nothing contained in the body and/or header of this e-mail is
intended as a signature or intended to bind the addressor or any person represented by the addressor to the terms of any agreement
that may be the subject of this e-mail or its attachment(s), except where such intent is expressly indicated. Any tax advice provided in this
communication is not intended or written by the author to be used, and cannot be used by the recipient, for the purpose of avoiding
penalties which may be imposed on the recipient by the IRS or other taxing authority. Compass Law Partners is a trade name of Garagiola
Law Partners, LLC.

 

From: Marcus, Ruth <Ruth.Marcus@washpost.com> 
Sent: Wednesday, October 28, 2020 11:49 AM
To: Brian Della Rocca <bdellarocca@compass-law.com>; Hiatt, Fred <fred.hiatt@washpost.com>
Cc: NEWS - Oped Editors <opeddesk@washpost.com>
Subject: Re: John Paul Mac Isaac
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Fred's out of pocket but I can provide that assurance.
 
Ruth Marcus
Washington Post deputy editorial page editor/columnist
 

From: Brian Della Rocca <bdellarocca@compass-law.com>
Sent: Wednesday, October 28, 2020 11:39 AM
To: Hiatt, Fred <fred.hiatt@washpost.com>
Cc: NEWS - Oped Editors <opeddesk@washpost.com>
Subject: RE: John Paul Mac Isaac
 
I just need assurance that, if you were to turn it down, it will not be shared with anyone else inside
or outside of the Washington Post.
 
 

Brian R. Della Rocca, Esquire
Partner - Compass Law Partners
 

Phone 240-454-1013
Fax 301-740-2297
Web www.Compass-Law.com [compass-law.com]  Email
BDellaRocca@Compass-Law.com
48 Maryland Ave. Suite 400, Annapolis, MD 21401
51 Monroe St., Suite 408, Rockville, MD 20850
 

 
This e-mail, including any attachment(s), is intended for receipt and use by the intended addressee(s), and may contain confidential and
privileged information. If you are not an intended recipient of this e-mail, you are hereby notified that any unauthorized use or
distribution of this e-mail is strictly prohibited, and requested to delete this communication and its attachment(s) without making any
copies thereof and to contact the sender of this e-mail immediately. Nothing contained in the body and/or header of this e-mail is
intended as a signature or intended to bind the addressor or any person represented by the addressor to the terms of any agreement
that may be the subject of this e-mail or its attachment(s), except where such intent is expressly indicated. Any tax advice provided in this
communication is not intended or written by the author to be used, and cannot be used by the recipient, for the purpose of avoiding
penalties which may be imposed on the recipient by the IRS or other taxing authority. Compass Law Partners is a trade name of Garagiola
Law Partners, LLC.

 

From: Hiatt, Fred <fred.hiatt@washpost.com> 
Sent: Wednesday, October 28, 2020 11:00 AM
To: Brian Della Rocca <bdellarocca@compass-law.com>
Cc: NEWS - Oped Editors <opeddesk@washpost.com>
Subject: RE: John Paul Mac Isaac
 
Brian,
You can share the piece with us, and if it seems like something we might publish, we can discuss
length in the next stage.
Fred
 

From: Brian Della Rocca <bdellarocca@compass-law.com> 
Sent: Wednesday, October 28, 2020 10:33 AM
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To: Hiatt, Fred <fred.hiatt@washpost.com>
Subject: John Paul Mac Isaac
 

CAUTION: EXTERNAL SENDER

Mr. Hiatt,
 
I represent John Paul Mac Isaac, the owner of the Mac repair shop in Wilmington, DE.  In an attempt
to clear things up with the American public, I would like to submit an op-ed on his behalf.  However,
the op-ed I prepared exceeds the word-count limitations.
 
I have chosen the Washington Post to publish the op-ed because I respect the newspaper’s
reporting.
 
Please let me know the best way to proceed.
 
Thank you.
Brian
 
 

Brian R. Della Rocca, Esquire
Partner - Compass Law Partners
 

Phone 240-454-1013
Fax 301-740-2297
Web www.Compass-Law.com [compass-law.com]  Email
BDellaRocca@Compass-Law.com
48 Maryland Ave. Suite 400, Annapolis, MD 21401
51 Monroe St., Suite 408, Rockville, MD 20850
 

 
This e-mail, including any attachment(s), is intended for receipt and use by the intended addressee(s), and may contain confidential and
privileged information. If you are not an intended recipient of this e-mail, you are hereby notified that any unauthorized use or
distribution of this e-mail is strictly prohibited, and requested to delete this communication and its attachment(s) without making any
copies thereof and to contact the sender of this e-mail immediately. Nothing contained in the body and/or header of this e-mail is
intended as a signature or intended to bind the addressor or any person represented by the addressor to the terms of any agreement
that may be the subject of this e-mail or its attachment(s), except where such intent is expressly indicated. Any tax advice provided in this
communication is not intended or written by the author to be used, and cannot be used by the recipient, for the purpose of avoiding
penalties which may be imposed on the recipient by the IRS or other taxing authority. Compass Law Partners is a trade name of Garagiola
Law Partners, LLC.
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Public Statement on the Hunter Biden Emails 

October 19, 2020 

We are all individuals who devoted significant por<ons of our lives to na<onal security.  Some of 
us served in senior posi<ons in policy departments and agencies, and some of us served in 
senior posi<ons in the Intelligence Community.  Some of us were poli<cal appointees, and some 
were career officials.  Many of us worked for presidents of both poli<cal par<es.   

We are all also individuals who see Russia as one of our na<on’s primary adversaries.  All of us 
have an understanding of the wide range of Russian overt and covert ac<vi<es that undermine 
US na<onal security, with some of us knowing Russian behavior in<mately, as we worked to 
defend our na<on against it for a career.  A few of us worked against Russian informa<on 
opera<ons in the United States in the last several years. 

Perhaps most important, each of us believes deeply that American ci8zens should determine the 
outcome of elec8ons, not foreign governments.  All of us agree with the founding fathers’ 
concern about the damage that foreign interference in our poli8cs can do to our democracy. 

It is for all these reasons that we write to say that the arrival on the US poli<cal scene of emails 
purportedly belonging to Vice President Biden’s son Hunter, much of it related to his <me 
serving on the Board of the Ukrainian gas company Burisma, has all the classic earmarks of a 
Russian informa<on opera<on.   

We want to emphasize that we do not know if the emails, provided to the New York Post by 
President Trump’s personal aSorney Rudy Giuliani, are genuine or not and that we do not have 
evidence of Russian involvement -- just that our experience makes us deeply suspicious that the 
Russian government played a significant role in this case. 

If we are right, this is Russia trying to influence how Americans vote in this elec8on, and we 
believe strongly that Americans need to be aware of this.   

There are a number of factors that make us suspicious of Russian involvement. 

Such an opera<on would be consistent with Russian objec<ves, as outlined publicly and recently 
by the Intelligence Community, to create poli<cal chaos in the United States and to deepen 
poli<cal divisions here but also to undermine the candidacy of former Vice President Biden and 
thereby help the candidacy of President Trump.  For the Russians at this point, with Trump 
down in the polls, there is incen<ve for Moscow to pull out the stops to do anything possible to 
help Trump win and/or to weaken Biden should he win.  A “laptop op” fits the bill, as the 
publica<on of the emails are clearly designed to discredit Biden.   
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Such an opera<on would be consistent with some of the key methods Russia has used in its now 
mul<-year opera<on to interfere in our democracy – the hacking (via cyber opera<ons) and the 
dumping of accurate informa<on or the distribu<on of inaccurate or misinforma<on.  Russia did 
both of these during the 2016 presiden<al elec<on – judgments shared by the US Intelligence 
Community, the inves<ga<on into Russian ac<vi<es by Special Counsel Robert Mueller, and the 
en<rety (all Republicans and Democrats) on the current Senate Intelligence CommiSee.   

Such an opera<on is also consistent with several data points.  The Russians, according to media 
reports and cybersecurity experts, targeted Burisma late last year for cyber collec<on and 
gained access to its emails.  And Ukrainian poli<cian and businessman Adriy Derkach, iden<fied 
and sanc<oned by the US Treasury Department for being a 10-year Russian agent interfering in 
the 2020 elec<on, passed purported materials on Burisma and Hunter Biden to Giuliani.  

Our view that the Russians are involved in the Hunter Biden email issue is consistent with two 
other significant data points as well.  According to the Washington Post, ci<ng four sources, 
“U.S. intelligence agencies warned the White House last year that Giuliani was the target of an 
influence opera<on by Russian intelligence.” 

In addi<on, media reports say that the FBI has now opened an inves<ga<on into Russian 
involvement in this case.  According to USA Today, “…federal authori<es are inves<ga<ng 
whether the material supplied to the New York Post by Rudy Giuliani…is part of a smoke bomb 
of disinforma<on pushed by Russia.” 

We do not know whether these press reports are accurate, but they do suggest concern within 
Execu8ve Branch departments and agencies that mirrors ours.  It is high 8me that Russia stops 
interfering in our democracy. 

Signed by,  

Jim Clapper 
Former Director of Na<onal Intelligence 
Former Under Secretary of Defense for Intelligence 
Former Director of the Na<onal Geospa<al Intelligence Agency 
Former Director of the Defense Intelligence Agency 

Mike Hayden 
Former Director, Central Intelligence Agency 
Former Director, Na<onal Security Agency 
Former Principal Deputy Director of Na<onal Intelligence  

Leon PaneSa 
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Former Director, Central Intelligence Agency 
Former Secretary of Defense 

John Brennan 
Former Director, Central Intelligence Agency 
Former White House Homeland Security and Counterterrorism Advisor 
Former Director, Terrorism Threat Integra<on Center 
Former Analyst and Opera<ons Officer, Central Intelligence Agency 

Thomas Finger 
Former Deputy Director of Na<onal Intelligence for Analysis 
Former Assistant Secretary for Intelligence and Research, Department of State  
Former Chair, Na<onal Intelligence Council 

Rick LedgeS 
Former Deputy Director, Na<onal Security Agency 

John McLaughlin 
Former Ac<ng Director, Central Intelligence Agency 
Former Deputy Director, Central Intelligence Agency 
Former Director of Analysis, Central Intelligence Agency 
Former Director, Slavic and Eurasian Analysis, Central Intelligence Agency 

Michael Morell 
Former Ac<ng Director, Central Intelligence Agency 
Former Deputy Director, Central Intelligence Agency 
Former Director of Analysis, Central Intelligence Agency 

Mike Vickers 
Former Under Secretary of Defense for Intelligence 
Former Opera<ons Officer, Central Intelligence Agency 

Doug Wise 
Former Deputy Director, Defense Intelligence Agency 
Former Senior CIA Opera<ons Officer  

Nick Rasmussen 
Former Director, Na<onal Counterterrorism Center 

Russ Travers 
Former Ac<ng Director, Na<onal Counterterrorism Center 
Former Deputy Director, Na<onal Counterterrorism Center 
Former Analyst of the Soviet Union and Russia, Defense Intelligence Agency 
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Andy Liepman 
Former Deputy Director, Na<onal Counterterrorism Center 
Former Senior Intelligence Officer, Central Intelligence Agency 

John Moseman 
Former Chief of Staff, Central Intelligence Agency 
Former Director of Congressional Affairs, Central Intelligence Agency 
Former Minority Staff Director, Senate Select CommiSee on Intelligence 

Larry Pfeiffer 
Former Chief of Staff, Central Intelligence Agency 
Former Director, White House Situa<on Room 

Jeremy Bash 
Former Chief of Staff, Central Intelligence Agency 
Former Chief of Staff, Department of Defense 
Former Chief Counsel, House Permanent Select CommiSee on Intelligence 

Rodney Snyder 
Former Chief of Staff, Central Intelligence Agency 
Former Director of Intelligence Programs, Na<onal Security Council 
Chief of Sta<on, Central Intelligence Agency 

Glenn Gerstell 
Former General Counsel, Na<onal Security Agency 

David B. Buckley 
Former Inspector General, Central Intelligence Agency 
Former Democra<c Staff Director, House Permanent Select CommiSee on Intelligence 
Former Counterespionage Case Officer, United States Air Force 

Nada Bakos 
Former Analyst and Targe<ng Officer, Central Intelligence Agency 

PaSy Brandmaier 
Former Senior Intelligence Officer, Central Intelligence Agency 
Former Deputy Associate Director for Military Affairs, Central Intelligence Agency 
Former Deputy Director of Congressional Affairs, Central Intelligence Agency 

James B. Bruce 
Former Senior Intelligence Officer, Central Intelligence Agency 
Former Senior Intelligence Officer, Na<onal Intelligence Council 
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Considerable work related to Russia 

David Cariens 
Former Intelligence Analyst, Central Intelligence Agency 
50+ Years Working in the Intelligence Community 

Janice Cariens 
Former Opera<onal Support Officer, Central Intelligence Agency 

Paul Kolbe 
Former Senior Opera<ons Officer, Central Intelligence Agency 
Former Chief, Central Eurasia Division, Central Intelligence Agency 

Peter Corsell 
Former Analyst, Central Intelligence Agency 

BreS Davis 
Former Senior Intelligence Officer, Central Intelligence Agency 
Former Deputy Director of the Special Ac<vi<es Center for Expedi<onary Opera<ons, CIA 

Roger Zane George 
Former Na<onal Intelligence Officer 

Steven L. Hall 
Former Senior Intelligence Officer, Central Intelligence Agency 
Former Chief of Russian Opera<ons, Central Intelligence Agency 

Kent Harrington 
Former Na<onal Intelligence Officer for East Asia, Central Intelligence Agency 
Former Director of Public Affairs, Central Intelligence Agency 
Former Chief of Sta<on, Central Intelligence Agency 
Former Analyst, Central Intelligence Agency 

Don Hepburn 
Former Senior Na<onal Security Execu<ve 

Timothy D. Kilbourn 
Former Dean, Sherman Kent School of Intelligence Analysis, Central Intelligence Agency 
Former PDB Briefer to President George W. Bush, Central Intelligence Agency 

Ron Marks 
Former Officer, Central Intelligence Agency 
Twice former staff of the Republican Majority Leader 
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Jonna Hiestand Mendez 
Technical Opera<ons Officer, Central Intelligence Agency 

Emile Nakhleh 
Former Director of the Poli<cal Islam Strategic Analysis Program, Central Intelligence Agency 
Former Senior Intelligence Analyst, Central Intelligence Agency 

Gerald A. O’Shea 
Senior Opera<ons Officer, Central Intelligence Agency 
Served four tours as Chief of Sta<on, Central Intelligence Agency 

David Priess 
Former Analyst and Manager, Central Intelligence Agency 
Former PDB Briefer, Central Intelligence Agency 

Pam Purcilly 
Former Deputy Director of Analysis, Central Intelligence Agency 
Former Director of the Office of Russian and European Analysis, Central Intelligence Agency 
Former PDB Briefer to President George W. Bush, Central Intelligence Agency 

Marc Polymeropoulos  
Former Senior Opera<ons Officer, Central Intelligence Agency 
Former Ac<ng Chief of Opera<ons for Europe and Eurasia, Central Intelligence Agency 

Chris Savos 
Former Senior Intelligence Officer, Central Intelligence Officer 

Nick Shapiro 
Former Deputy Chief of Staff and Senior Advisor to the Director, Central Intelligence Agency 

John Sipher 
Former Senior Opera<ons Officer, Central Intelligence Agency 
Former Deputy Chief of Russian Opera<ons, Central Intelligence Agency 

Stephen Slick 
Former Senior Director for Intelligence Programs, Na<onal Security Council 
Former Senior Opera<ons Office, Central Intelligence Agency 

Cynthia Strand 
Former Deputy Assistant Director for Global Issues, Central Intelligence Agency 
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Greg Tarbell 
Former Deputy Execu<ve Director, Central Intelligence Agency 
Former Analyst of the Soviet Union and Russia, Central Intelligence Agency 

David Terry 
Former Chairman of the Na<onal Intelligence Collec<on Board 
Former Chief of the PDB, Central Intelligence Agency 
Former PDB Briefer to Vice President Dick Cheney, Central Intelligence Agency 

Greg Treverton 
Former Chair, Na<onal Intelligence Council 

John Tullius 
Former Senior Intelligence Officer, Central Intelligence Agency 

David A. Vanell 
Former Senior Opera<ons Officer, Central Intelligence Agency 

Winston Wiley 
Former Director of Analysis, Central Intelligence Agency 
Former Chief, Counterterrorism Center, Central Intelligence Agency 

Kris<n Wood 
Former Senior Intelligence Officer, Central Intelligence Agency 
Former PDB Briefer, Central Intelligence Agency 

In addi<on, nine addi<onal former IC officers who cannot be named publicly also support the 
arguments in this leSer. 
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EXHIBIT G 

  

EFiled:  Oct 17 2022 03:57PM EDT 
Transaction ID 68264385
Case No. S22C-10-012 CAK
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U.S. Department of Justice 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Washington, D.C. 20535-0001 

October 20, 2020 
 

The Honorable Ron Johnson 
Chairman 
Committee on Homeland Security and  
   Governmental Affairs 
United States Senate 
Washington, D.C.  20510 
 
Dear Chairman Johnson: 
  
 This responds to your letter, dated October 17, 2020, to the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation (FBI) regarding the authenticity of certain information provided to your 
Committee, including whether such information is linked to a foreign adversary’s influence 
operation or is otherwise fraudulent.  You also ask several questions about a laptop computer 
reportedly produced pursuant to a grand jury subpoena.  
 
 As you may know, the Office of the Director of National Intelligence has advised the 
American public that, in advance of the 2020 election, a number of nation-states plan to use 
covert and overt influence measures in an attempt to sway voter preferences and perspectives, 
sow discord in the United States, and undermine the confidence of Americans in our democratic 
process.  The FBI is the primary investigative agency responsible for the integrity and security of 
the 2020 election, and as such, we are focused on an array of threats, including the threat of 
malign foreign influence operations.  Regarding the subject of your letter, we have nothing to 
add at this time to the October 19th public statement by the Director of National Intelligence 
about the available actionable intelligence.  If actionable intelligence is developed, the FBI in 
consultation with the Intelligence Community will evaluate the need to provide defensive 
briefings to you and the Committee pursuant to the established notification framework.   
 

Finally, as the FBI advised the Committee in its letter, dated October 5, 2020, consistent 
with longstanding Department of Justice (Department) policy and practice, the FBI can neither 
confirm nor deny the existence of any ongoing investigation or persons or entities under 
investigation, including to Members of Congress.  As the Inspector General firmly reminded the 
Department and the FBI in recent years, this policy is designed to preserve the integrity of all 
Justice Department investigations and the Department’s ability to effectively administer justice 
without political or other undue outside influences.  Therefore, the FBI cannot provide any 
additional information in response to the enumerated questions in your letter.  
 

Thank you for your support of the FBI, its mission, and its people.  
 

      S l   

 
Jill C. Tyson 

      Assistant Director 
      Office of Congressional Affairs 
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The Honorable Ron Johnson 
Page Two 
 

 
cc: The Honorable Gary Peters, Ranking Member 
 Senate Committee on Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs 
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EXHIBIT H 

  

EFiled:  Oct 17 2022 03:57PM EDT 
Transaction ID 68264385
Case No. S22C-10-012 CAK
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Case 1:23-cv-00247-MN   Document 1-1   Filed 03/07/23   Page 116 of 185 PageID #: 119



������������	
��� ��������������������������������������������������������� �!"��#��$�%����

&��"����'��%����(��!���!�����)��'*��+ �)��,

� � �<66�34562=6/> ?@1A.>4;�B<<1C.226�345625D612 768�94/:;�79E6D6/�345625D612 F.5@12>D42;�G?H62216�34562D@.I ?12A122.D1;�JKH42�34D62=6/> L45D42;�-MN@.2242�34D62=6/> LO/=.2:;�?MP0.2�34D@ 768�94/:;�79Q4R�34D@R.2 <45�M2>6I65;�?M761I�34D@5D612 36S844S�?1DT;�?MND6U.216�34OR6I14D65 N.2�V/.2A15A4;�?M?12ST�3486 L/44:I126;�-MMI1�3O=12 F.5@12>D42;�G?N6AW�34=6/D�3O=12 768�94/:;�793O5DT�3O6UU LO/I12>.R6;�?M<.O/62�3O6DD1R.22 3.I61>@;�7?L/44:6�X�G.01S�3O562:4 N.2�V/.2A15A4;�?MP0.2�3T.2 F.5@12>D42;�G?Q1R4D@T�3T.2 F.5@12>D42;�G?H.016/�N..S6 F.5@12>D42;�G?K 1 �N � I �?� � �Q4>6D@6/�86�A.2�R.:6�G42.IS�Q/ORY�.�426�D6/RE/651S62D�.2S�S6U6.D�36YO=I1A.25�.A/455�D@6�A4O2D/TWZ[\]̂_�̂[̀ ]ab

Case 1:23-cv-00247-MN   Document 1-1   Filed 03/07/23   Page 117 of 185 PageID #: 120



������������	
��� ��������������������������������������������������������� �!"��#��$�%����

&��"����'��%����(��!���!�����)��'*��+ �,��,

� �� � �:.?D04B�20?E7 CD.?0F89�GHI0.J0�2044> K4L�M8@E9�KMND8O07�HP�20Q@01 H87�;1F4B479�C;;B4R�20F01 C0O3@.>F49�:;S874TD�20E@01 I0.@Q0R�2505.819�U;24?P�V41�20B0J0@ <41=4@9�CWH.BB.01�20B4@18 I@.7?89�NXS.BB�Y�<0=.>�201Q8@> -@81R=.BB49�KM:0@E�Z834@5781�Y�:.?D04B�201J814 [B41�Z.>F49�KS;O3P�:.@.0O�20T.@8 607D.1F5819�<C\81P�H]11�2?D41E H0�S8BB09�C;Z4TP�;>0O�2?D.QQ H87�;1F4B479�C;Z4TP�-@0>�2?D14.>4@ <44@Q.4B>9�GH2̂ 701�K477�Y�H0L@41?4�2?D14.>4@ -45D47>09�:<2̂ 701�2?D841Q4B>�\0@@.1F581 H81>819�6475O.1754@_B.J0345D�2?D@0]4@ Z8?E=.BB49�:<:.?D04B�2?D@̂O 607D.1F5819�<C_B0.14�2?D̂ 754@ -875819�:;:0@E�2?D̂ 754@ -875819�:;� �� � � �N8F45D4@�L4�?01�O0E4�<810B>�N@̂OT�0�814�54@OA@47.>415�01>�>4Q405�Z4T̂ 3B.?017�0?@877�5D4�?8̂ 15@]P`abcde�dafcgh

Case 1:23-cv-00247-MN   Document 1-1   Filed 03/07/23   Page 118 of 185 PageID #: 121



������������	
��� ��������������������������������������������������������� �!"��#��$�%����

&��"����'��%����(��!���!�����)��'*��+ ����,

� �;<=1�-=2<> ?@7A@0B4/08�CD:AEF�G.=/1/<=�-=1BH@36 I2<>.2778�J:C2K@1�IF�-=71@0 -4�L=4=<>EM<B8�;N:AEF�L=4=<�-=7O<@1B= ?2>.@0B4/08�C9PM>>=77�-=AA=7 Q=H�R/<68�QRP21.@62�-.2. L27/�:74/8�9:P2S�-.2. -=2447=8�?:P2S20�-.2. Q=H�R/<68�QRP=TF�C/002�-.27272 9/<27�U2E7=>8�;NC20@=7�-.277A20 N/>�:0B=7=>8�9:D72@0=�-.2A@< -2042�I/0@328�9:C20@=7�-.2T@</ V/M>4/08�GWU@02�-.2T@</ L.@721=7T.@28�L:N2M<2�-.=77 X=K=<7Y�V@77>8�9::7E=<4�-.=0 -/M4.726=8�GWP/E�-.=T2<1>/0 9.2TT2ZM28�QRN@012�P2=�-.=< 9.@32B/8�[NP=TF�X<21�-.=<A20 N/>�:0B=7=>8�9:D7@\2E=4.�-.=<H//1]P201277 L@=1A/048�9:@̂AE=<7Y�_�̀/0�-.@<7=Y I=1@028�?:� �� �G/B=4.=<�H=�320�A26=�C/0271�G<MAT�2�/0=�4=<AL<=>@1=04�201�1=O=24�P=TME7@320>�23</>>�4.=�3/M04<YFabcdef�ebgdhi

Case 1:23-cv-00247-MN   Document 1-1   Filed 03/07/23   Page 119 of 185 PageID #: 122



������������	
��� ��������������������������������������������������������� �!"��#��$�%����

&��"����'��%����(��!���!�����)��'*��+ ����,

� � �@2A8:7B�125./C D.05.EC=�FG>.E235�125H3/93/4 I.J72E4:8E=�>F6893/:�125H3/J I.J72E4:8E=�>FK.E�12AA8EJ F.A9/2C43=�-GL87E�12AA8EJ G5:8E=�KM>398/.7�12A8E F./A35=�KN?52O.93:7�12A8EJ G:73/:8E=�FG@3//8E�12AJ G/52E4:8E=�PGI2552.A�12E43/ F72<.48=�KML255�Q�6.R�12E47 ;3553HS3=�IG62<7./C�12/8:. K/H2E4:8E=�NTU/3:<73E�12JJ8E 1.E�V/.E<2J<8=�FG-2<7.35�10355B W8SJ:8E=�@XY./3E�1035:8E 1.</.A3E:8=�FGG53Z�15.:3/ I.J72E4:8E=�>F1.AS35�15.:3/ ;8J:8E=�-GW.//B�158.E I88C5.EC�W255J=�FG?52O.93:7�158JJ93/4 GJ[3E=�FD;255�1A2:7 I.J72E4:8E=�>F; �1 2: ; 55 �I� �@843:73/�\3�<.E�A.03�>8E.5C�@/SA[�.�8E3�:3/A]/3J2C3E:�.EC�C3̂3.:�63[S952<.EJ�.</8JJ�:73�<8SE:/B_`abcde�dafcgh

Case 1:23-cv-00247-MN   Document 1-1   Filed 03/07/23   Page 120 of 185 PageID #: 123



������������	
��� ��������������������������������������������������������� �!"��#��$�%����

&��"����'��%����(��!���!�����)��'*��+ ����,

� �� � � �F;..�AG�23456 >64D0:;<�HI?;JK9�CG�23K@18 260L@1�M@4:658<�NMC01K�-G�290OO 2@055B@<�7AA9.1@/�29K.@1 P@/�Q;1L<�PQR0K�FG�29K.@1 P@/�Q;1L<�PQA3JG�P09DK�2;.@1J@1: R0DL8;9S4BB@�T@0D6<�UIA156V1�2;B;3;9 W1;S4.@9D@<�?HX@9�AG�2;B;3;9 W0D4Y4D�W0B480.@8<�>AA3JG�AB09�=G�2;B;3;95 7@85;9<�CAC;603@.�2;B509 U041Y0Z<�EAR;905609�AG�2;1;8 P@/�Q;1L<�PQA9.K�2O069 I;8�A9:@B@8<�>AR094D@�>G�2O@D5;1 I@/@8<�=-?@OG�R0DL4@�2O@4@1 TV1B49:03@<�>AC01L�2O@9:B@1 708649:5;9<�=>T01J010B@@�=403;985@49[2O4@BS;:@B�\�A3JG�>01B�2O4@BS;:@B P@/�Q;1L<�PQA86B@K�2O4BB09@ 708649:5;9<�=>25@S@9�2O499@1 A56@15;9<�>A2@9G�=@JJ4@�250J@9;/ -085�I09849:<�CH�� � � �� �F;:@56@1�/@�D09�30L@�=;90B.�F1V3O�0�;9@�5@13W1@84.@95�09.�.@Y@05�?@OVJB4D098�0D1;88�56@�D;V951KG^_̀ abc�b_daef

Case 1:23-cv-00247-MN   Document 1-1   Filed 03/07/23   Page 121 of 185 PageID #: 124



������������	
��� ��������������������������������������������������������� �!"��#��$�%����

&��"����'��%����(��!���!�����)��'*��+ ����,

�� � �->B;C6�DCE�45CCFC 46>�G;6><89<2?�H-I233/�:J�45C8> K6<L92>78FFC?�G:M;8<�45C8> N6F2�-F52?�H-D678B�45C8>3C;O P69=8>O52>?�DHK29=Q6�:J�45C8>C; @CE�A2;L?�@AM;8<=�45CR=C>9 N;278BC><C?�1S4Q96>�45C;> @CE�A2;L?�@AK6>C�0�I8FF�45C592> @2;E8<=?�TUU=2.69�45C/C; 46>�G;6><89<2?�H-18<=6;B�452VV ICWFC/?�XYU8>6�452E P69=8>O52>?�DH:C2�45;8>C Y2<LC998>?�DM4<255�45Q3C; :29�->OCFC9?�H-T8<52;86�4Q6;CZ[N6F2.2 DC>7C;?�HXD6>8CF�4QFC8.6> H=C7/�H=69C?�\DY2>J�H6;2F8>C�4QFF876> 16FC8O=?�@H\6;O6;C5�4QFF876> P69=8>O52>?�DH46FF/�4Q9.6> @CE�A2;L?�@A1CRJ�M;8<�4E6FECFF DQ3F8>?�H-18<=6;B�4E8O?�K;J 46>�G;6><89<2?�H-� � � �� � �� � � �U2OC5=C;�EC�<6>�.6LC�D2>6FB�U;Q.R�6�2>C�5C;.N;C98BC>5�6>B�BCVC65�1CRQ3F8<6>9�6<;299�5=C�<2Q>5;/J`abcde�dafcgh

Case 1:23-cv-00247-MN   Document 1-1   Filed 03/07/23   Page 122 of 185 PageID #: 125



������������	
��� ��������������������������������������������������������� �!"��#��$�%����

&��"����'��%����(��!���!�����)��'*��+ �	��,

� � �-0=.6�>0?@2. A0BC.DE:8D;�-970F8D�>0//0G H020F@B;�IJK0@20�>0/F@B L5D:?.5/6;�9<M25::�>0DNF0D 3C82:�O.//B;�IJP.QCR/5�S�L5DD5:C�>04/82 <:/0D:0;�T<988U52�>5V85 A886B.65;�9<W2B@/0�9X�>5220B. A50:C52V4�K0Y5;�PZI.6C.�>C0Y02 H82:/0D6;�Z798254�>C5D WD.=52B.:4�9.:4;�PZL5DD4�-X�>C8FUB8D;�J2X A0BC.DE:8D;�-9>8F.Q0C�>.//5F0DD [0//B�9C@2QC;�\<A.//.0F�>.:5/F0D H0/F�M50QC;�[K<D6251�>8V.0B I51�]82Y;�I]-5DD.B�>8D52 75C8V8:C�M50QC;�-^<::82D54�T5D520/�A.//.0F�>8DE 3:0F?826;�9>P02.5//0�S�P.QC05/�>20E52 A0BC.DE:8D;�-9T/5D�>@//F0D 9C.Q0E8;�_K-0=.6�3X�>@25:BY4 </V0D4;�I]3@B0D�S�P.QC05/�>@2U5D ZY/0C8F0�9.:4;�ZLP .�O > ::/�S�M �> ::/ _ . �9� �>8E5:C52�15�Q0D�F0Y5�-8D0/6�>2@FU�0�8D5�:52FH25B.65D:�0D6�65?50:�75U@V/.Q0DB�0Q28BB�:C5�Q8@D:24Xabcdef�ebgdhi

Case 1:23-cv-00247-MN   Document 1-1   Filed 03/07/23   Page 123 of 185 PageID #: 126



������������	
��� ��������������������������������������������������������� �!"��#��$�%����

&��"����'��%����(��!���!�����)��'*��+ �
��,

� � �� �8F9G:H2IF.9�@6/�J: K6:FG/LH2/;�M8ND6/�@6/L96AO 8FGA6L2;�PQR2/�@.G/ N6/AF2�E672:�@.95.:;�8>N.I0�SG7.32/�@.76 T92C/:UG77.;�1VRW6/�@.95. -6/�RW6/;�ENT69X696�Y�R2F/�Q0�@2L.7:H.G/ <.C�Z29O;�<ZR2:F�K6AF: K6:FG/LH2/;�M8RW5GHF�K6L/.9 8F.99D�[G77:�@G776L.;�8\].//.HF�K6G/:H.G/ >7.?6/59G6;�@>M6/6�K675./ Q2:�>/L.7.:;�8>=69D�>//�K67O.9 E672:�@.95.:�J:H6H.:;�8>=696�K6776A. E672�>7H2;�8>MG6/6�K67:F E672�>7H2;�8>=6D29�=69HG/�K67:F M29AF.:H.9;�=>=GO67�80�K6HH: -6/�>/H2/G2;�1V8D/HFG6�1.77.:�Y�R2.�K6̂ Q2:�>/L.7.:;�8>KG77G63�K.X:H.9 -I69H6/XW9L;�-8NGAF695�K.G/.9 K6:FG/LH2/;�M8>/59.C�K.G/:H.G/ E69O76/5;�SQ� �� �12L.HF.9�C.�A6/�36O.�M2/675�19W3I�6�2/.�H.93E9.:G5./H�6/5�5._.6H�N.IWX7GA6/:�6A92::�HF.�A2W/H9D0`abcde�dafcgh

Case 1:23-cv-00247-MN   Document 1-1   Filed 03/07/23   Page 124 of 185 PageID #: 127



������������	
��� ��������������������������������������������������������� �!"��#��$�%����

&��"����'��%����(��!���!�����)��'*��+ �,��-

� �=3:30�>8?3459�@�<73�230630 <04?6A:B6;�C<DB6E�239: >/6�F0/67?97B;�G<>:3H3�239:4E .364B�=/01;�G<./I0336�28?:3 J3K�LB01;�JLM?65/�28?:4B71 J3K:B6;�.<NBHO�N03:7836�28?:P30 M/69?6A;�.QR?78/05�2?47BS RBP/;�R.T/H?5�2?4834P U3S43E;�VWXB86�Y55?3�2?44?/P9 WBI9:B6;�DZ[344E�2?44?/P9 =/4P�U3/78;�FM28?:63E�2?44?/P9 .?99BI4/;�.DRB\30:�2B4] =I078/93;�JLNBHO�DBP�2B4] LB01;�=<J?7B43�Y41B6�@�J3/4�2B4?6 2/98?6A:B6;�TG<P\O�M33�2B4B91E >7/095/43;�JLT/H?5�2B043E =3/78:033�G?:E;�N<X3]]�2B0:83 >/6:/�.B6?7/;�G<T366?9�2I >/6�F0/67?97B;�G<J/:8/6?34�L/̂ =?::9\I0A8;�=<WB6O�>/44E�L/:39 <:4/6:/;�N<� �� �DBA3:830�K3�7/6�P/13�TB6/45�D0IP �̂/�B63�:30P=039?536:�/65�53]3/:�R3̂ I\4?7/69�/70B99�:83�7BI6:0EO_ àbcd�c̀ebfg
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EXHIBIT J 

  

EFiled:  Oct 17 2022 03:57PM EDT 
Transaction ID 68264385
Case No. S22C-10-012 CAK
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EXHIBIT K 

  

EFiled:  Oct 17 2022 03:57PM EDT 
Transaction ID 68264385
Case No. S22C-10-012 CAK
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|£¤
¥����¦���

§̈y��̂6kk_g�2©ª:k̀ :i«j6i¬�®�̈̄ °±²
³�������¢����¡

Case 1:23-cv-00247-MN   Document 1-1   Filed 03/07/23   Page 159 of 185 PageID #: 162



Case 1:23-cv-00247-MN   Document 1-1   Filed 03/07/23   Page 160 of 185 PageID #: 163



���������� ����	
����������������������������������������������
����������������� !�"����#$�#!�%&���'�#��(��)�����*���

�����+�����,����,���)�-������
�����������#$�#.� /���0�
�0��� 1�2

34567843�983�9:;43�<=9<�<=4>�?4<@?8�966�?4A69543�A9?<:B�A649:4C�D7<=�8EE<=4?�FEE3�EA<7E8:B�G�?46@5<98<6>�9F?443B�983�H9:�<E63�<E�5EI4�J95;�J><=4�483�EK�<=4�39>C�G�9??7L43�M@:<�9:�<=4>�H4?4�56E:78F�KE?�<=4�39>C�N:<=4>�?495=43�EL4?�<=4�5E@8<4?�<E�=983�I4�I>�84H6>�?4A97?43�69A<EAB�G9:;43�9JE@<�I>�K9@6<>�=9?3�3?7L4C�O=4>�9AE6EF7P43�A?EK@:46>�9834QA697843�<=9<��3@?78F�<=4�5E@?:4�EK�<=4�?4A97?�<=4�=9?3�3?7L4�H9:39I9F43�983�5E@63�8E<�J4�:9L43�983�37:AE:43�EK�7II4379<46>J459@:4�7<�H9:�98�48L7?E8I48<96�?7:;C�N:<E87:=43B�983�:A445=64::B�GH9:�?4:7F843�<E�649L4�H7<=E@<�7<B�983�<@?843�<E�649L4�983�<=9<R:�H=48�G=49?3�7<C�S?EI�GFE?R:�AE5;4<�<E�<=4�<=4�TEE?�?E5;4<43�E@<�H=9<�H9:�67;46>�I>�E63=9?3�3?7L4B�=7<<78F�<=4�TEE?�H7<=�9�6E@3�<=@3C�G<�=93�<=4�HE?3�UV@8<4?UH?7<<48�E8�7<�78�?43�I9?;4?C�G�=93�8E�7349�H=E�E?�H=9<�<=7:�V@8<4?�H9:J@<�G�M@:<�:=?@FF43�I>�:=E@634?:�983�=49343�E@<�9:�K9:<�9:�I>�64F:HE@63�59??>�I4C��W4Q<�<7I4B�G�<=78;B�G�H766�M@:<�FE�<E�<=4�NAA64�X<E?4C

YZ[\]̂_̀�Yab;69=EI9�c7<>B�bdefg�K?7483:fh�?4L74H:i�A=E<E: jkljmlnknkoE�8E<�?45EII483C��p?E:q�I7F=<�J4�FEE3�9<�?45EL4?78F�39<9�cE8:q�I7F=<�F7L4�>E@?�39<9�<E�r@3>�s7@67987�983�:=9?4�7<�H7<=�<=4�W4HtE?;�pE:<uZv_\�waD96<=9IB�xNh�K?7483:i�?4L74H: jkljylnknkz{�cNr{S|}�DGOV�OVGX�XVbp~�O=4>�5EA>�966�>E@?�39<9�983�<=48�H766:=9?4�7<�H7<=�H=E4L4?�<=4>�H98<~��4?>�@84<=7596�J@:784::�A?95<754:C��O=4>�:<496�<=4�39<9�E��<=4�=9?3�3?7L4�J>�7I9F78F�7<�H7<=E@<�>E@?;8EH643F4�<=4>�598�F978�9554::�<E�966�>E@?�J98;78F�78KE?I9<7E8�B�:E5796:45@?7<>�8@IJ4?:B�A9::HE?3:B�>E@�89I4�7<�C�̀�_��ad48<B�DNehf�K?7483:��?4L74H:f�A=E<E: jkljmlnknkO=4>�67;4�<E�=95;�<=47?�5@:<EI4?:�5EIA@<4?:�983�78M45<�<=4I:46L4:4??E84E@:6>�78<E�AE67<75:C�����<743�<E�5E??@A<�69H>4?:�H=E�HE?;�H7<=d8EH8�r@::798�:A74:�983�9F48<:C

|:4K@6��� S@88>�eh� cEE6�e�
|:4K@6�efe S@88>��f cEE6�e�
|:4K@6�g� S@88>�fi cEE6��
|:4K@6�ehh S@88>�i� cEE6��

34I95:=EAC5EI�������m���nn�s4<�o7?45<7E8:
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123�456789:79;�<6=�>?@A:BCD�?AE@AF GHIGJIKHKHLMA�NF:A?�O?NPB8Q�R9SAC�TNO@AC�N>�QNP?�M9?B�B?@EA�F@7MNP7�TN:CA:7>N?�U89TSR9@8�OP?ONCACV�WN7�AEA:�?ARN7A8Q�7?PC7FN?7MQVXYZ2�[5WAF�\N?S;�W\=�>?@A:BC]�?AE@AFC GHIĜIKHKH_�CMNP8B�?A988Q�̀@EA�7M@C�O89TA�RN?A�7M9:�N:A�C79?VVV�UAT9PCA;�988ÀAB8Qa9TTN?B@:̀�7N�7MA�W\�bNC7�9?7@T8Ac;�QNP�T9:�B?NO�Nd�9�F97A?�B9R9̀AB89O7NO�7MA?A�>N?�?AO9@?C�F@7MNP7�AEA:�OP77@:̀�9�B@RA�BNF:�9C�9�BAONC@7V_:7A?AC7@:̀V�eEA?Q�7@RA�_fEA�U?NP̀M7�RQ�TNROP7A?�@:7N�9:�9P7MN?@gABh9T�?AO9@?�CMNO�_fEA�M9B�7N�O9Q�>N?�UN7M�O9?7C�9:B�89UN?�PO>?N:7VVV7MA:C@̀:AB�9�>N?R�F@7M�RQ�:9RA�9:B�T?AB@7�T9?B�@:>N�@:�T9CA�RN?A�O9?7CFA?A�:AABABV�_7�CAARC�7M97�7MA�F9Q�Li_j�R9:�CPOONCAB8Q�?P:C�M@CCMNO�@C�k_�BN:f7�S:NF�QNP;�_�BN:f7�S:NF�QNP?�:9RA;�_�BN:f7�:AAB�7N�S:NFQNP?�:9RA;�_�̀@EA�QNP�:N�?ATA@O7�F@7M�QNP?�:9RA�N:�@7�>N?�O@TS�PO�N?SAAO�9�BPO8@T97A�?ATA@O7�9779TSAB�7N�QNP?�89O7NO�9:B�_�BN:f7�:AAB�9:Q>N?R�N>�O9QRA:7�̀@EA:�UA>N?A�BN@:̀�MP:B?ABC�N>�BN889?C�N>�FN?S�>N?QNPVk�lA?Q�NBB�UPC@:ACC�RNBA8;�:Nm�n?;�97�8A9C7�9:�9FSF9?B�UPC@:ACCRNBA8�@>�QNPf?A�BACOA?97A8Q�7?Q@:̀�7N�>?9RA�9�O?AC@BA:7@98�T9:B@B97AV<NNB�8PTS�F@7M�7M97VVVQNP�oPC7�7?9CMAB�QNP?�NF:�CR988�UPC@:ACCpq23�r5sA9?;�teuD�>?@A:BC]�?AE@AFC KIGvIKHKH_�M9EA�R9BA�:PRA?NPC�R@C79SAC�F@7M�RQ�h9T;�@:T8PB@:̀�BNF:8N9B@:̀R98F9?A�9:B�OPCM@:̀�9:�N8B�h9TsNNS�b?N�UAQN:B�@7fC�8@R@7CV��wNM:�b9P8M9C�98F9QC�O97@A:78Q�MA8OAB�RA�9:B�̀N77A:�RA�U9TS�@:7N�PC9U8A�C797ACxP@TS8Q�9:B�AyT@A:78QV��LM9:S�QNP�>N?�QNP?�MA8Opz{Y3�|5}@8R@:̀7N:;�te]D�>?@A:BCDD~�?AE@AFC��OMN7NC �I�IKHG�_�UNP̀M7�9�:AF�@h9T�98RNC7�7FN�QA9?C�9̀N;�UP7�_�F9C�C7PO@B�A:NP̀M�:N77N�COA:B�7MA�>AF�A�7?9�UPTSC�N:�7MA�7M@:̀C�7M97�FNP8BfEA�R9BA�7MAR9TM@:A�9T7P988Q�>P:T7@N:�7MA�F9Q�_�F9:7AB�@7�7N;�CN�9>7A?�98RNC7�9�QA9?N>�CT?A9R@:̀�97�9�TNROP7A?�F@7M�9��6�Ln�\�_WjL6��et�̂JHH?OR�it9:B�9�FMN8A���<s�N>��6h�a7MNP̀M�\ej�_�6th_L�Li_j�}6j�h\��6��Lji�L�Lie����bc;�A:NP̀M�F9C�A:NP̀MV�6BR@77AB8Q�7MA�U@̀̀ AC7�?A9CN:�_�B?9̀ ÀB�RQ�>AA7�N:�̀A77@:̀�7M@C�RNC78Q�A�TAO7�:N7�?A988Q�C97@C>9T7N?Q�R9TM@:A�PÒ?9BAB�F9C�RN:AQ;�9:B7@RAITN:EA:@A:TA�F9C�9�B@C79:7�CATN:BV�sP7�_�>NP:B�7MA�TNRON:A:7C�_:AABAB�N:�WAFÀ �̀�9�jjt�9:B�9�:AF�O9@?�N>��6h�RNBP8AC�7M97�FNP8BS@TS�RA�PO�7N�G��<sV�sN7M�7MA�B?@EA�9:B�7MA�RARN?Q�FA?A�M@̀M8Q�?97ABa\A8OA?C�?AoN@TApcVVV�UP7�AEA:�9>7A?�̀A77@:̀�7MA�TNRON:A:7C�_�:AABAB;�_B9FB8AB�N:�7MA�PÒ?9BAV�_�T9:f7�A�9T78Q�A�O89@:�FMQVVV�7MNP̀M�R9QUA�@7M9B�7N�BN�F@7M�?A98@g@:̀�_fB�COA:7�:A9?8Q���HH�N:�TNROP7A?�TNRON:A:7C7M97�FA?A�C@77@:̀�@:�9�UN��@:�RQ�T8NCA7V�_�F9C�9�>A9?ABf�7N�TP7�NOA:�RQ�@h9T�9:B�7?Q�9:B�R9SA�@7�UA77A?�aU8ACC�@7CMA9?7cV��PTSQ�>N?�RA�a6Wt�\n�pppc;�7MNP̀M;�7MA?AfC�9�UN:9�BA�6OO8A<�\�MA?A�@:�}@8R@:̀7N:�7M97�_�9R�CN�M9OOQ�7N�:NF�S:NF�9UNP7V��@?C7�T8PA�_�S:AF�_�F9C�̀N@:̀�7N�̀A7�̀NNB�CA?E@TA���ACON:CA�7N�RQ�AR9@8@:xP@?Q�F@7M@:�MNP?C��6P̀PC7�KHG�;�>N?�7MNCA�FMN�B@B:f7�UN7MA?�7N�TMATS7MA�?AE@AF�B97AV�jATN:B�T8PA��LMA�̀PQ�M9C�UAA:�@:�7MA�a9BR@77AB8Q�CNRAFM97�BAT?AO@7cL?N88AQ�jxP9?A�CMNOO@:̀�TA:7A?I7M@:̀IO89TA�>N?�9̀ACV�tN:f7�8A7�@7�7M?NFQNPV��N:̀AE@7Q�@C�9�le�\�̀NNB�7?9@7�@:�9�h9T�OA?CN:;�TNR@:̀�>?NRCNRAN:A�FMN�B97AB�9�h9T�7ATM�9:B�FMN�C7@88�M9C�BNgA:C�N>�h9T�7ATM>?@A:BCV�
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EXHIBIT L 

 

EFiled:  Oct 17 2022 03:57PM EDT 
Transaction ID 68264385
Case No. S22C-10-012 CAK
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From:
Subject: D sappo nt ng

Date: October 22, 2020 at 3:50 PM
To: John Pau  Mac Isaac mac saac@demacshop.com

I was a loyal customer who will never come back.  How could you do this?

Suzanne
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Subject: Eat sh t and d e SLOWLY fuck ng Russ an stooge
Date: October 15, 2020 at 2:41 PM

To: nfo@demacshop.com
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From:
Subject: Fear & Bu

Date: October 15, 2020 at 2:14 AM
To: nfo@demacshop.com

You can stop with all the melodrama. No one's going to murder you...mainly
because you don't know anything. You have no copy of anyone's hard drive, and if
you do, you're going to jail for theft of private property. Didn't your "lifesaver" Rudy
clue you into that? No? Bummer. Did he tell you that your business is done for?
No? Bummer again. Got any employee's? Yeah...THEIR lives are now ruined as
well. Yet another narrow-minded, low info, low IQ idiot who believes EVERYTHING
THEY READ on Facebook & worships the Que-A-Moron slide towards complete &
total ignorance & stupidity. No common sense..and no critical thinking skills. Just
one more garden-variety Trump-Stooge who just threw away their normal lives for
a chance to lick Fat Donnie's scrotum and bask in the orange glow of a maniac.

Wouldn't it have been easier to just shoot-up a pizza joint?

Good-luck with all that, Dipshit.
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From:
Subject: Foo sh

Date: October 25, 2020 at 2:31 PM
To: nfo@demacshop.com

If I ever got hard dr ves n damaged aptops that were p cked up at my shop.... I wou dnt go mak ng cop es of the r hard dr ves and
then d g nto them w th b atant d sregard for customer pr vacy. You ve c ear y been p ayed and used by the FSB as an easy mark.
You re so far up your own ass you probab y cant see t. You just stumb ed across  a  th s mater a  what a joke. Anyone w th ha f a
bra n can see th s for what t s. I dont ke B den, but good God how can you support a fuck ng psycho n office who es ke ts
breath ng. Fuck ng nsaaannnneeeeeee
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From: John Paul Mac Isaac
To: Brian Della Rocca
Subject: Fwd: Better get out of town asshole
Date: Thursday, December 17, 2020 10:01:27 AM

Sent from my iPhone

Begin forwarded message:

From: John Paul Mac Isaac 
Date: December 7, 2020 at 3:50:13 PM MST
To: cj.state.de.us
Subject: Fwd:  Better get out of town asshole

Begin forwarded message:

From: Anonymousemail <noreply@anonymousemail.me>
Subject: Better get out of town asshole
Date: November 24, 2020 at 6:39:08 PM MST
To: info@demacshop.com

This email was sent via anonymousemail
To remove this signature and unlock all features go premium
→ New! Join our affiliate program and start earning money.

Soon they will be playing the bagpipes for you asshole  soon  Like
trump

Keep moving and looking over your shoulder buttfuck

Case 1:23-cv-00247-MN   Document 1-1   Filed 03/07/23   Page 177 of 185 PageID #: 180



From:
Subject: Hard Dr ve

Date: October 25, 2020 at 1:27 AM
To: nfo@demacshop.com

 
So, how many customers do you think will now do business with a company that copied a
customers hard drive and sold the contents to the highest bidder.
Talk about un-ethical.  You’re a real spice of shit.
 
 
Shirley 
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From:
Subject: Haven’t A ways been a moron

Date: October 15, 2020 at 8:31 AM
To: nfo@demacshop.com

John Pau ,
What happened to you, you used to have some semb ance of nte gence. You have gone down a rabb t ho e that s go ng to destroy
your bus ness, reputat on and fe. A  n the name of a rac st, Misogynist, moronic asshat. 
Mike 

Sent from my Phone
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From:
Subject: L0W LIFE

Date: October 15, 2020 at 12:18 PM
To: nfo@demacshop.com

That is about as low as you  can go.
I will spend my next few years thinking how AWFUL John Paul Mac Isaac is!

what a low life.

I hope you lose your business. You are unethical.

Disgusted,
Rupert 
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From:
Subject: Mac Shop

Date: October 21, 2020 at 5:42 PM
To: nfo@demacshop.com

Just ost my bus ness, and I w  be sure to spread the word on soc a  med a about your mpropr ety. You shou d be ashamed of
yourse f. 

Sent w th ProtonMa  Secure Ema .
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From:
Subject: Repa r

Date: October 21, 2020 at 2:59 PM
To: nfo@demacshop.com

How does a b nd p ece of sh t boot cker repa r computers?
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From:
Subject: STOLEN LAPTOPS

Date: October 15, 2020 at 5:40 PM
To: nfo@demacshop.com

It’s obv ous you cannot be trusted w th the contents of your customer’s aptops. You can be sure that a  of the B den’s supporters,
fam y and fr ends, wh ch s a most everyone n De aware w  no onger be do ng bus ness w th you. 

I mag ne you’  be bankrupt and out of bus ness short y. Good r ddance.
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From:
Subject: unconsc onab e

Date: October 15, 2020 at 8:09 AM
To: nfo@demacshop.com

W  never go to your shop aga n.
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From:
Subject: URGENT: E ect on Interference

Date: October 15, 2020 at 5:44 AM
To: nfo@demacshop.com

Teamed-up w th G u an  and Russ a to nterfere n the most consequent a  e ect on of our t me, eh?

You are a scumbag and tra tor

A  you’  now know s a rea ty co oured by that truth. The same w  sure y be made true of your fam y. Noth ng w  be the same aga n

Act ons have consequences, as you’re about to earn

I wou d not be you r ght now for a m on bucks

- Fate
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(For Diversity Cases Only)                                                     and One Box for Defendant) 

(U.S. Government Not a Party) or

and
(Indicate Citizenship of Parties in Item III)

(Place an “X” in One Box Only)

(Place an “X” in One Box Only)

(specify)
(Do not cite jurisdictional statutes unless diversity)

(See instructions):

JOHN PAUL MAC ISAAC CABLE NEWS NETWORK, INC.; ADAM BENNETT SCHIFF; 
POLITICO, LLC; ROBERT HUNTER BIDEN; BFPCC, INC.

NEW CASTLE

Ronald G. Poliquin, The Poliquin Firm LLC, 1475 S. Governors Ave.,
Dover, DE  19904 (302) 702-5501

Stephen R. Terrell, United States Department of Justice, Civil 
Division, Torts Branch, P.O. Box 888, Washington, DC 20044, 
(202) 353-1651

28 U.S.C. 2679
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