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PREFACE.

i . W

Tae text of this edition of the Iliad is an exact reprint of
the Leipzig edition, published by Tauchnitz in 1829. It
has been thought better to select some approved text and
follow it faithfully, than to attempt a revision, which cannot
be executed with the same advantages in this country as in
Europe. The emendations of Wolf have met- with general
approbation, and 1t has appeared expedient to adopt the most
correctly printed edition of his text, which 1s believed to be
that just mentioned. It was published in Leipzig after a
most severe revision. A reward was offered for the detec-
tion of every error, and a text comparatively immaculate
was thus obtained, which is here presented, in our reprint.

The utmost pains have been taken to insure its typographi-
cal correctness.

In the preparation of the notes, I have been guided by
my recollections as an instructor, and have selected those
passages for comment which have appeared to me, from
several years’ experience in the class-room, most to require
it. I have consulted freely some of the best commentators,
. particularly Heyne and Trollope. The notes, 1t will be

perceived, are designed partly to explain the most difficult

phrases, allusions, and constructions, and partly to call the
attention of the reader to the intrinsic poetical beauties of
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the Ihad. My wish has been to lead the young student to
read the poem, not in the spirit of a school-boy conmng a
dull lesson to be ‘ construed’’ and ‘‘ parsed” and forgotten
when the hour of recitation 18 at an end, but in the dehght-
ful consciousness that he is employing his mind upon one of
the noblest monuments of the genius of man. Whatever
his conclusions may be, as to the merits of particular pas-
sages, if any remarks of mine should chance to excite his
attention to the real character of the poem, and to promote
a habit of analytical cnticism, whether his opinions agree
with my own or not, the object which I have proposed to
myself will be accomplished. A faithful use of the Gram-
mar and Lexicon is, of course, of primary importance; nor
can the habit of constant and careful verbal analysie be too
strongly inculcated.

The_Illustrations of Mr. Flaxman are not so generally
known In this country as they ought to be. No modern
sculptor, according to the opinions of the best judges, has
' mmbibed more thoroughly the spirit of grace and beauty
:‘ which belongs preéminently to ancient art. His mind may
be sard to have been cast m a Grecian mould; he had the
same intuitive perception of the beautiful, the same love of
simplicity, the same power, which belonged to that intel-
lectual people, of embodying in perfect forms, the ideal crea-
tions of genius. He spent seven years jn studying the remains
of antiquity at Rome; and no man was ever more fitted by
nature and education to revive and reproduce the elegant
simplicity of the works of the ancients. His Illustrations
of Homer, designed originally for bas-reliefs, were welcomed,
on their appearance, by the applause of all Europe. They
have been repeatedly published in England, France, Ger-
many, and Italy, and bhave taken, by universal consent, a
place among the happiest modern representations of the spint
of the antique. They hold the same rank in art that Goethe’s

Iphigenie holds in literature. The republication of these
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Illustratnons it is believed, will be an acceptable service to
~ the readers of Homer, executed as they are 1n the purest
Grecian style. As a general remark, it may be observed,
that the Art and Literature of the ancients shed light upon
each other ¢o a degree unknown in modern times. There
was a peculiar connexion between them; they were different
developements of the same ideas of the beautiful. The
sculptor borrowed his theme from the poet ; the poet was
influenced in turn by the sculptor; both were in some
measure controlled by the architect ; while all wrought under
the animating impulse of the most delightful country and
climate, where every breeze seemed to bear on its wings the
choicest inspiration of poetry. It appears necessary, there-
fore, to look beyond the mere words of ancient literature, if
we would understand it in a liberal way ; and to see how the
same spirit, which breathes from the poet’s page, was em-
bodied in the works of the artist. To promote this kind
of study among the young readers of Homer, this edition
of the Iliad is accompanied by the truly Grecian Illustra-
tions of Flaxman. Mr. Andrews has executed the engrav-
ing with a skill and fidelity to the original, hlgh]y honorable
to his taste.and talents as an artist.

The Homeric question, as it is called, cannot be discussed
in this place. The reader who is curious to look into this
very interesting subject, will do well to consult the learned
Prolegomena of Wolf, and the writings of Heyne. Happily,
a decision on this much contested matter 1s not necessary
to the most complete enjoyment of the poetical excellences
of the Iliad. For my own part, I prefer to consider 1t as
we have received it from the ancient editors, as ong poem,_
the work of one author, and that author Homer, the first
snd greatest of minstrels. As I understand the Iliad, there
is a unity of plan, a harmony of parts, a consistency among
the different situations of the same character, which mark

1t as the production of one mind ; but of a mind as versatile
AP
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as the forms of nature, the aspects of life, and the combame-
tions of powers, propensities, and passions in man are Varioes.
Some of the chief personages in the Iliad show themselves
but imperfectly, unless all the situations in which they are
placed throughout the poem be taken into comsideration-
Achilles, for example, in the first book, exhibits only the
ungovernable impetuosity of his temper, and justifies the
character given of him by Horace :

Impiger, iracundus, inexorabilis, acer.

But 1n the interview with the ambassadors sent by Aga-
memnon to his tent, he shows himself courteous, hospitable,
and eloquent. After the death of Patroclus, the higher quah-
ties of his character, his strong affections, his heroic virtues
are magnificently developed. This circumstance seems to
show, that the poet, making his heroes display themselves
by their actions, intended that an entire character should
be judged by taking into view the whole series of events
comprehended in the poem. The same observation will

__apply to other personages of the Iliad.

The historical facts, which form the basis of the poem,

are few, and may be concisely stated. The immediate

cause of the Trojan war was the abduction of the beautiful

Helen from Sparta, by Alexander, or Paris, son of Priam,

the king of Troy. The early people of Western Asia and

of Greece appear to have sprung from the same origin, and
probably spoke the same language. Their manners, cus-
toms, and mythology, according to Homer and Herodotus,
were nearly alike. Before the Trojan war, piratical expedi-
tions from Greece to Asia, and from Asia to Greece, were
the common enterprises of the adventurous spirits of the
age, who carried off men, women, children, and cattle. It
also grew into a fashion for the leaders to seize upon beautiful
women of high rank, the carrying off of whom was a matter of
pride and triumph to the successful marauder. Herodotus in
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\hio First Book mentions several instances. In consequemow
of this state of things, Tyndarus, king of Sparta, required
of the chieftains, who sought his daughter in marriage, to
bind themselves beforehand that they would unite to restore
ber, should she be stolen in this manner from the husband of
ber choice. She was married to Menelaus. Shortly after
this event, Paris, who appears to have been a kind of piratis
cal dandy, visited Sparta, and was hospitably entertained by
Menelaus, whom he contrived to rob of his beautiful wife,
and a large amount of treasure. The chieftains of the dife
ferent states were now called upon to fulfill their promise,
and a large armament was assembled at Aulis, under thg
command of the two brothers, Agamemnon and Menelaus.
The numbers furnished by the respective chiefs, are given mn
—the famous catalogue.
The state of society and character of the age must be
kept in mind by the reader of Homer. Though raised con-
siderably above barbarism, the marks of primitive simplicity
were still discernible. Communities were governed by hereds
tary chieftains, whose powers were not defined with much.
precision, but depended in a great measure on the personal
qualities of the individual. These chieftains were in general
distinguished by strength and prowess, and were expected to
lead their subjects in expeditions for plunder and in battle.
They are variously styled in Homer, kings, chiefs, leaders,and
shepherds of the people. In this great enterprise they were
doubtless animated, not so much by the desire of avenging
the insulted honor of Menelaus, as by the hope of returning
laden with the rich spoils of Asia; for Troy, according to
several intimations in the Iliad, was at this period in a highly
prosperous condition, and the customs of war sanctioned the
merciless sacking of cities and the selling of captives into
slavery.

The Grecian forces, brought together in this manner, and
entertaining these expectations, sailed for the Troad. The
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war was prosecuted with various success, on the plain of
Troy, for nine years ; during which many neighbouring cities
were plundered, and their inhabitants killed or sold. In the
tenth year the city was taken and laid in ruins. Such
is a sketch of the ground-plan on which the divine genius of
Homer raised the magnificent superstructure of the Iliad.
I have thought it necessary to state thus much, with a view
to the clear understanding of merely the poetical character
of Homer. Much entertainment and instruction may be
found in the farther investigation of these points, by such as
. Wish to become learned in the early history of Greece.

The splendor of the Homeric dialect is worthy of the
greatest admiration. There i1s a certain point 1n the pro-
gress of every people, when their language is most fitted for
poetical composition. It is when they have risen above the
state of barbarism to a condition of refinement, yet uncor-
rupted by luxury, and before the intellectual powers have
been given much to speculative philosophy. Then the rude-
ness of language 1s worn away, but the words are still used
in their primitive meanings. They are like coins, lately
from the mint, with the impressions unworn by long and vars-
ous use 1n the manifold business of life. 'T'he numerous sec-~
ondary meanings which the ever-increasing intricacy of the
social relations, and the new views and abstract ideas of
science, impart to words, sometimes to the concealment of
their original senses, have not yet confused or effaced the
impressions. Such was the condition of our own noble
language in the time of Elizabeth. The words of Shak-
speare and Massinger have a truth to nature, a clearness
and graphic power, a simplicity, force, and freshness, which
few subsequent writers have been able to rival. Such
was the condition of the Greek language in the age of Ho-
mer. Formed under the genial influences of a serene and

beautiful heaven, amidst the most varied and lovely scenery
in nature, and by a people of a peculiarly delicate organs-
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of Achilles urging the Greeks to immediate battle after the
reconciliation, with numberless others, display the transcend-
ent genius and consummate knowledge of the poet. It
has been well remarked, that Homer’s vivid conception
of human affections seems to have unfolded to him, in a
striking manner, those truths in relation to the human soul,
which are so necessary to satisfy its innate aspirations; and to
illustrate this idea, the following words of Achilles are refes-

red to: (xxu. 389, 390.)

El & Savévear wie xarariSoe’ oy *Allas,

Abrae lye nal 2uS: piev psprivep’ draipev.

¢t For though they do forge® the dead in Hades,
Yet, even there, will I remember my companion.”

~ It is true that g future life was believed in as an article of
poetical faith ; yet many passages in Homer show how imper-
fect and uncertain were the 1deas of the age on this subject.
But here the poet is setting forth the grief of Achilles for the
death of his beloved companion and friend. In the ardor of
his imagination, under the strong inspiration of _the mo-
ment, his genius, forgetting the dim traditions and 1idle
fancies which gave the heart no cheering hope, suddenly
opens to the delightful vision of a future and conscious ex-
1stence, in which the friendships formed on earth shall be
remembered and renewed. According to this fine criticism,
the passage at once shows how the belief in a life to come
suits the wants of the buman heart, and how deeply the poet
was able to go into the nature of man. I mention this as
one of many points of view from which the intelligent
reader of Homer may examine his works,and as one of many
interesting reflections which will occur to an attentive
mind.

I have briefly referred to the peculiarities of the country

and the state of society in which the Iliad was produced.
These must be kept steadily in view, if we would form a just
estimate of Homer. 1 will remark, in addition, that books of
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travels in Greece and Asia Minor afiord the most valuable
assistance in clearing up obscure passages, and particularly
in throwing light upon descriptions of unatural scenery.
There has not been sufficient attention given to this kind of
illustration, by commentators on the ancient classics. I am
persuaded that a man of classical taste, who should make a
careful survey of Greece, and study her present language,
superstitions, customs, traditions, and antiquities, with this
single object in view, would do more to illustrate the bean-
ties of her ancient literature, remove uncertainties, and re-
store the half-lost impressions of some of her choicest gems,
-than the acutest mind could do by the researches of the
closet, aided by the most critical erudition. Mr. Woad’s de-
lightful * Essay on the Original Genius of Homer” is a fine
example of this kind of illustration, from which I beg leave
to quote the following remarks upon a passage in Iliad ix :

‘A 3° Evipses 30 wiveor dpivscor iz Svisren,
Boeging aal Zipepes, vaes Opyxndr dneen,
"BAS%e¢’ awirns - &uvdis 3t vs aopa sidamd
KopSvseass werdo» R waeil doa pvses Ix1ams
‘U Bailive Sopis inl erddteee *Axyamr.

Which Pope has thus translated :

“ As, from its cloudy dungeon issuing forth,
A double tempest of the West and North
Swells o’er the sea from Thracia's frozen shore,
Heaps waves on waves, and bids th’ Aigean roar;
This way and that, the boiling deeps are tost ;
Such various passions urged the troubled hoet.”

““The poet’s purpose, which was to paint the struggle of
w;lvering indecision in the people, distracted between a
sense of honor and of danger, and alternately resolving %o
fly or to stay, is, no doubt, completely satisfied in the general
umage, which he makes use of. But though his meaning
went no farther, I am not less of opinion, that.upon this
occasion, his imagination suggested to him a storm, which
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he had seen: and having myself had more than once an
opportunity of observing from the coast of Ionia the truth of
this picture in every circumstance, I cannot help giving it
as an instance of the poet’s constant original manner of
composition, which faithfully (though perhaps in this case
inadvertently) recalls the images, that a particular striking
appearance of Nature had strongly impressed upon his
youthful fancy, retaining the same local associations, which
accompanied his first warm conception of them.

‘‘ But lest my testimony, as an eye-witness of the exact
correspondence of this copy to the original, from which I
suppose it taken, should not be satisfactory; I would pro-
pose a test of this matter, upon which every reader will be

enabled to form his own judgment. Suppose a painter to
undertake this subject from Homer, he will find each object

not only clearly expressed, though within the compass of
four hexameters; but its particular place on the canvas dis-
tinctly marked, and the disposition, as well as perspective,
of the whole ascertained, with a precision of outline, from
which it is impossible to depart. The Thracian mountains
must form the back ground, thence the tempest is to burst
on the Agean sea, which has its proper stormy coloring ;
while the Ionian shore covered with sea-wreck, by a suc-
cession of waves breaking on its beach, will make the fore-
ground, where the poet views, admires, and describes the
whole.” Wood’s Essay, pp. 24, 25.

In the preceding remarks, several topics have been
touched upon, which perhaps ought to be discussed at
greater length. But as my chief object has been to call
the young reader’s attention to some of the leading views 1n
the criticism of Homer, these observations may as well be
brought to a close.

C.C.F.
Cambridge, Massachusetts,
May, 1833.
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