


































https://www.forgottenbooks.com/join




P R E F A C E .

I n

Tan tex t of this edition ofthe Iliad is an ex act reprint oi

the Leipzig edition, published by Tauchnitz in 1829. It

has been thought better to select som e approved tex t and

follow it faithfully, than to attem pt a revision, which cannot

be ex ecuted with the sam e advantages in this country as in

Europe. The em endations of Wolf have m et with general

approbation , and ithas appeared ex pedient to adopt the m ost

correctly printed edition of his tex t, which is believed to be

that just m entioned . It was published in Leipzig alter a

m ost severe revision. A reward was ofi
'

ered for the detoo

tion of every error, and a tex t com paratively im m aculate

was thus obtained
,
which is here presented, in our reprint.

The u tmost pains have been taken to insure its typographi
cal correctness.

In the preparation of the notes, I have been guided by

m y recollections as an instructor
,
and have selected those

passages for com m ent which have appeared to m e
,
from

several years
’
ex perience in the class-room ,

m ost to requ ire

it. I have consulted freely som e of the best com m entators,

particularly Heyne and Trollope . The notes, it will be

perceived, are designed partly to ex plain the m ost difi cult

phrases, allusions, and constructions
,
and partly to call the

attention of the reader to the intrinsic poetical beauties of



R EPACK

the Iliad. My wish has been to lead the young student to

read the poem ,
not in the spirit of a school

- boy conning a

dull lesson to be construed and parsed
”
and forgotten

when the hour of recitation is at an end
,
but in the delight

ful consciousness that he is em ploying his m ind upon one of

the noblest monumentsof the genius of m an. Whatever

his conclusions m ay he, as to the m erits of particularpas

sages, if any rem arks of m ine should chance to ex cite his

attention to the real character of the poem ,
and to promote

a habit of analytical criticism ,
whether his Opinions agree

with m y own ornot, the object which I have proposed to

m yself will be accom plished . A faithful use of the Gram

m ar and Lex icon is
, of course, of prim ary im portance ; nor

can the habit of constant and careful verbal analysis be too

strongly inculcated .

The Illustrations of Mr. Flax m an are not so generally

known in this country as they ought to be. No modern

sculptor, according to the opinions of the best ju dges, has

im bibed more thoroughly the spirit of grace and beauty
which belongs preem inently to ancient art. His m ind m ay

be said to have been cast in a Grecian m ould ; he had the

same intu itive perception of the beautiful, the sam e love of

simplicity, the sam e power, which belonged to that intel

lectual people, of em bodying in perfect form s
,
the ideal crea

tionsof genius. He spem serenyeam jn studying the rem ains

of antiqu ity at Rom e ; and no m an was ever m ore fitted by

nature and education to revive and reproduce the elegant

sim plicity of the works of the ancients. His Illustrations

ofHom er
,
designed originally forhas

-reliefs
,
were welcom ed

,

on their appearance ,
by the applause of all Europe. They

have been repeatedly published in England, France, Ger

m any, and Italy, and have taken
,
by universal consent, a

place among the happiest modern representationsof the spirit

of the antique. They hold the sam e rank in art thatGoethe’s

Iphigcm
’

c holds in literature. The republication of these
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Illustrations, it is believed, will be an acceptable service to
the readers of Hom er, ex ecuted as they are in the purest

Grecian style. As a general rem ark, it m ay be observed,
that the Art and Literature of the ancients shed light upon

each otherto a degree unknown in m odern tim es. There

was a peculiarconnex ion between them ; they were difl
'

erent

developem ents of the sam e ideas of the beautiful. The

sculptor borrowed his them e from the poet ; the poet was

influenced in turn by the scu lptor both were in som e

m easure controlled by the architect ; while allwrought under

the anim ating im pulse of the m ost delightful country and

clim ate
,
where every breeze seem ed to bearon its wings the

choicest inspiration of poetry. It appears necessary, there

fore
,
to look beyond the m ere words of ancient literature

,
if

wewould understand it in a lib eral way and to see how the

sam e spirit, which breathes from the poet
’
s page, was em

bodied in the works of the artist. To prom ote this kind

of study am ong the young readers of Hom er
,
this edition

of the Iliad is accom panied by the truly Grecian Illustra

tions of Flax m an. Mr. Andrews has ex ecuted the engrav

ing with a skill and fidelity to the original, highly honorable

to his tastea nd talents as an artist.

The Hom eric question ,
as it is called

,
cannot be discussed

in this place. The reader who is curiou s to look into this
very interesting subject

,
will do well to consult the learned

Prolegom ena ofWolf, and the writings ofHeyne. Happily,
a decision on this m uch contested m atter is not necessary

to the m ost com plete enjoym ent of the poetical ex cellences
of the Iliad. For m y own part, I prefer to as

we have received it from the ancient editors
,
as

the work of one author
,
and that author Hom er

, the first

and greatest of m instrels. As I understand the Iliad , there

is a unity of plan ,
a harm ony of parts, a consistency among

the difl
'

erent situations of the sam e character
,
which m ark

it as the production of one m ind ; but of a m ind as versatile

A
f
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as the form s of nature, the aspects of life, and the cau liflo

tions ofpowers, propensities, and passions in m an are variou .

Som e of the chief personages in the Iliad show them selves

but im perfectly, unless all the situations in which they are

placed throughout the poem be taken into consideration.

Achilles, for ex am ple, in the first book
,
ex hibits only the

ungovernable im petuosity of his tem per, and justifies the

charactergiven of him by Horace

Im piger, iracundus , ine x orabilis , acer.

But in the intervie wwith the am bassadors sent by Aga
m em non to his tent, he shows him self courteous

,
hospitable,

and eloquent. Afterthe deathof Patroclus, the higher quali

ties of his character, his strong affections
,
his heroic virtues

are m agnificently developed . This circum stance seem s to

show,
that the poet, m aking his heroes display them selves

by their actions
,
intended that an entire character should

be judged by taking into view the whole series of events

com prehended in the poem . The sam e observation will

fl y to other personages of the Iliad .

The histofi galfm which form the basis of the poem ,

are few
,
and m ay be concisely stated. The im m ediate

cause of the Trojan war was the abduction of the beautifu l

Helen from Sparta, by Alex ander, or Paris, son of Priam ,

the king of Troy. The early people of Western Asia and

of Greece appear to have sprung from the sam e origin, and

probably spoke the sam e language. Their m anners
,
cus

tom s, and m ythology, according to Hom er and Herodotus
,

were nearly alike. Before the Trojan war, piratical ex pedi

tions from Greece to Asia, and from Asia to Greece
,
were

the com mon enterprises of the adventurous spirits of the

age, who carried cd
'

men
,
wom en

,
children

,
and cattle. It

alsogrew into a fashion forthe leaders to seize upon beautiful
wom enofhighrank, the carrying off of whom was a m atterof

pride and triumph to the successful m arauder. Herodotus in
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\
his First Book m entions several instances. In consequu sw

of this state of things, Tyndarus, king of Sparta , required

of the chiefiains, who sought his daughter in m arriage, to

bind them selves beforehand that they would unite to restore

her, should she be stolen in thism anner from the husband of

her choice . She was m arried to Menelaus. Shortly“

this event, Paris , who appears to have been a kind of pirati
caldandy, visited Sparta, and was hospitablyentertained by
Menelaus

,
whom he contrived to rob of his beautiful wife,

and a large am ount of treasure. The chiettains of the diG

ferent states were now called upon to fulfill their prom ise,

and a large arm am ent was assem bled at Aulis
,
under the

com m and of the two brothers, Agam em non and Menelaus.

The num bers furnished by the respective chiefs, are given in

M am eus catalogue.

The state of society and character of the age m ust he

kept in m ind by the readerof Hom er. Though raised con

siderably above barbarism ,
the m arks of prim itive sim plicity

were still discernible. Com m unities were governed byheredi

tary chiefiains, whose powers were not defined with m uch

precision,
but depended in a great m easure on the personal

qualities of the individual. These chieftainswere in general

distingu ished by strength and prowess, and were ex pected m

lead their subjects in ex peditions for plunder and in battle.

They are variouslystyled inHom er, king s, chiefs, leaders, and
shepherds of the peop le. In this great enterprise they were

doubtless anim ated
,
not so m uch by the desire of avenging

the insulted honorofMenelaus
,
as by the hope of returning

laden with the rich spoils of Asia ; forTroy, according to

several intim ations in the Iliad , was at this period in a highly

prosperous condition, and the custom s ofwar sanctioned the

merciless sacking of cities and the selling of captives into

slavery.

The Grecian forces, brought together in this m anner, and

entertaining these expectations, sailed for the Troad. The
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warwas prosecuted with various success
,
on the plain of

Troy, fornine years ; during which m any neighbouring cities
were plundered, and their inhabitants killed orsold. In the

tenth year the city was taken and laid in ruins. Such

is a sketch of the ground
-

plan on which the divine genius of

Homerraised the m agnificent superstructure of the Iliad.

I have thought it necessary to state thus m uch
,
with a view

to the clear understanding of m erely the poetical character

of Hom er. Much entertainm ent and instruction m ay be

thund in the farther investigation of these points, by such as

wish to becom e learned in the early history of Greece.

The splendor of the Hom eric dialect is worthy of the

greatest adm iration. There is a certain point in the pro

gressof every people, when their language is m ost fitted for

poetical com position. It is when they have risen above the
state of barbarism to a condition of refinem ent

, yet uncor

rupted by lux ury, and before the intellectual powers have
Men given m uch to speculative philosophy. Then the rude

ness of language is worn away, but the words are still used

in their prim itive m eanings. They are like coins, lately

fiom the m int
,
with the im pressions unworn by long and vari

ous use in the m anifold business of life. The num erous sec

ondary m eanings which the ever
- increasing intricacy of the

social relations
,
and the new v iews and abstract ideas of

science
,
im part to words, som etim es to the concealm ent of

their original senses, have not yet confused or efi
'

aced the

im pressions. Such was the condition of our own noble

language in the tim e of Elizabeth. The words of Shak

speare and Massinger have a truth to nature , a clearness

and graphic power, a sim plicity, force , and freshness, which

few subsequent writers have been able to rival. Such

was the condition of the Greek language in the age of Ho

m er. Form ed under the genial influences of a serene and

beautiful heaven, am idst the most varied and lovely scenery

in nature
, and by a people of a peculiarly delicate organi
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d Achilles urging the Greeks to im m ediate battle afterthe

reconciliation , with num berless others, display the transcend
m t genius and consum m ate knowledge of the poet. It

has been well rem arked
,
that Hom er’s vivid conception

of hum an affections seem s to have unfolded to him
,
in a

striking m anner
,
those truths in relation to the hum an soul

,

which are so necessary to satisfy its innate aspirations ; and to

illustrate this idea
,
the followingwords of Achilles are refer

red to : (x x ii. 389,

El a Sarin a" "C u rahfi sw
'

u
'

r
'
Afl¢u ,

Aid e lys
‘

r an) “ 73 : offi ce p tp nifl p
'

lav-s iesta.

For though they do forget the dead in Hades,

Y et, even there, will I rem em ber m y com panion.

It is true that a future life was believed in as an article of

poetical faith ; yet m any passages in Hom er show how im per

feet and uncertain were the ideas of the age on this subject.

But here the poet is setting forth the grief of Achilles forthe

death of his beloved com panion and friend . In the ardorof

his im agination ,
under the strong inspiration of the m o

them ,
his genius, forgetting the dim traditions and idle

fancies which gave the heart no cheering h0pe , suddenly

Opens to the delightful vision of a future and conscious ex

istence
,
in which the friendships form ed on earth shall be

rem em bered and renewed. According to this fine criticism ,

the passage at once shows how the belief in a life to com e

suits the wants of the hum an heart
,
and how deeply the poet

was able to go into the nature of m an . I m ention this as

one of m any points of v iew from which the intelligent

readerofHom erm ay ex am ine his works, and as one of m any

interesting reflections which will occur to an attentive

I have briefly referred to the peculiarities of the country

and the state of society in which the Iliad was produced .

These m ustbe kept steadily in view
,
if we would form a just

estim ate ofHom er. I will rem ark
,
in addition, thatbooksof
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travels in Greece and Asia Minor afl
'

ord the most valuable

u sistance in clearing up obscure passages, and particularly
in throwing light upon descriptions of natural scenery.

There has not been sufficient attention given to this kind of

illustration , by comm entators on the ancient classics. I am

persuaded that a m an of classical taste , who should makea

careful survey of Greece, and study her present language,
superstitions, custom s, traditions, and antiquities, with this

single object in v iew,
would do m ore to illustrate the bean

ties of herancient literature , remove uncertainties
, and re

store the half-lost im pressions of som e of her choicest gems,

than the acutest m ind could do by the researchesof tin
closet

,
aided by the m ost critical erudition. Mr.Wood

’
s de

lightful Essay on the Original Genius of Homer
”
is a fine

ex am ple of this kind of illustration, from which I beg leave

to quote the following rem arks upon a passage in Iliad

1 1: I
'
i n” 30

'

s r isen let
'

vsm c
'

m
Begins cal Z im , f airs GdarrSsv i nn s,

flowin g ly e)“ Ii rs aiipa “ l ands

W as-ac “ aah Ii m l! 1 A. 93m lx w
'

‘flc”alts“ SspdsM cr‘Srn n
'

Ax assv
'

s.

Which Pope has thus translated :

As, from its cloudy dungeon issuing forth,

A double tem pest of the West and North
Swells o

’
er the sea from Thracia

'

s frozen shore,

Heaps waves on waves, and bids th
’
E gean roar ;

This way and that, the boiling daeps are test ;

Such various passions urged the troubled host.

The poet
’
s purpose, whichwas to paint the struggle of

wavering indecision in the people, distracted between a

sense of honor and of danger, and alternately resolving m

fly or to stay, is, no doubt, com pletely satisfied in the general

im age, which he m akes use of. But though his m eaning

went no farther, I am not less of opinion, thatcupon this

occasion,
his im agination suggested to him a storm ,

which
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he had seen : and having myself had m ore than once an

opportunity of observing from the coast of Ionia the truth of

this picture in every circum stance
,
I cannot help giving it

as an instance of the poet
’
s constant original m annerof

com position, which faithfully (though perhaps in this case

inadvertently) recalls the im ages, that a particular striking
appearance of Nature had strongly im pressed upon his

youthful fancy, retaining the sam e local associations
,
which

accom panied his first warm conception of them .

But lest m y testim ony, as an eye
-witness of the ex act

correspondence of this copy to the original, from which I

suppose it taken, should not be satisfactory ; I would pro

pose a test of this m atter
,
upon which every reader will be

enabled to form his own judgm ent. Suppose a painter to

undertake this subject from Hom er
,
he will find each object

not only clearly ex pressed , though within the com pass of

four hex am eters ; but its particular place on the canvas dis

tinctly m arked
,
and the disposition ,

as well as perspective,

of the whole ascertained
,
with a precision of outline

,
from

which it is im possible to depart. The Thracian m ountains

m ust form the back ground, thence the tem pest is to burst

on the E ga n sea
,
which has its proper storm y coloring ;

while the Ionian shore covered with sea-wreck
,
by a suc

cession of waves breaking on its beach
,
will m ake the fore

ground, where the poet views
,
adm ires

,
and describes the

whole.

” Wood
’
s Essay, pp. 24

,
25.

In the preceding rem arks
, several topics have been

touched upon ,
which perhaps ought to be discussed at

greater length. But as m y chief object has been to call

the young reader
’
s attention to som e of the leading views in

the criticism of Hom er, these observations m ay as well be

brought to a close.

C . C . F.

Cwsbridge, Massachusetts,
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N O T E S .

ILIAD
,
I .

1 . M in i , 82c. Interpretations m aterially differing from each other have

been given by critics to the first sev en lines of the Iliad. Many thlnk

with Heyne, that the subject proposed to him self by the poet is sim the

wrath of Achilles, and the disasters inflicted on the Greeks by the Tm ;

in consequence of his quarrel with Agam em non. Then M C 6
’
leutu

’

sn

w i (l. and the counsel orpu rpose of Jupiterwas awomph
'

fi ed, m ust

refer to the revenge of Achilles, for the inj ury he had received at the hand

of Agam em non. It is obvious that this ex planation flows from the theory

that the Iliad is a collection of poetry, by different m instrels, and put to

gether by ingenious editors long after the actual dates of the poem s thun

selves. The poet therefore, could have had no conception of a regular

epic, all the parts of which should conduce to som e one im portant end ;

but, proposing m erely to sing of the quarrel and its im m ediate consequences,

he lays the m atter directly before his audience in the best m anner he can.

The m ost com m on ex planation of the passage is, that these lines contain

an citposition of the Iliad, considered as one entire poem . The poet be.

gins with the wra th of Achilles, because it gave a decided im pulse to the

events of the war, and hastened the catastrophe. It brought upon the

Greeks a train of disasters, ending with the death of Patroclus, the be

loved friend of Achilles, which drew him forth from his retirem ent, to

ex act a bloodv vengeance from Hector and the Trojans. The pumose g
'

Jane was to bring about the destruction of Troy by the fall of Hector, &c.

T hus

A46; 6
°
ifl l tc

’

tfl Bar/Ah
’

E£ 066ti f a f ez
tra l a cfl ifl tv icica rfl , &c.

And the will of Jove was accom plishing from the tim e when Atrides,

King of Men, and the divine Achilles ported, having quarrelled.

”
It m ay

34
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NOTES.

83. W , m id. deliberate. This is f‘ the “ p a the slgnification

of the m iddle voice of

98. 7
'

57 3, 8m , W we restore ; weir ll ofien oonstrnctedwith

the infinitive. lard e r“. The m eaning of thisword is uncertain. Som e

tfi'is
'

probably the true
.

m eaning .

103 . pgin sM cp il arscs, &c. ; Qeisarproperly m eans thew . It

is applied to the m ind on account of the intim ate connex ion between the

operations of the m ind and the functions of the diaphragm .

1 15. sirhip “ , 8re. neither inform nor stature, &c.

1 26. " slam s , again collected .

189. Kain ; vie, deceive in m ind, i. e. purpose or try to deceive ; sh

e scal ation“, literally, you shall not pass by m e, that is, overreach m e.

186. Aher it s-m , understand som e such ex pression as, it shall he wefl.

140. p au peu ip sd c, we will consider at another tim e p ss", in com

position.

142. £f 07 03if , used ldverhially.

15l as. il l ip m u , togo on an expedition , here, m ore properly, to lay

an am bush.

159. fl phy deadp a n , in order toprocu re satiy
'

action for Meadows.

1 7 5. p urist s , for p qwrifl m E el.

1 76.

"
Ex am ”has two m eanings, m ost hostile and m ost odious. The

latter is the m eaning here.

187 . lp ol, &c., to Instead to an equality with m e, and to set him

self ia open rivalry.

1 94 .

"
Ex am , was dm roiag .

200. land 36, &c., and her eyes shone, &c.

205. eéx
'

i s, this ex pression in later writers. as in the Tragediana,

acquired the signification of perhaps, or probably. In Homer, however,

Euststhius, and afterhim , Trollope, affirm , that it never loses its p ini tlw

signification of qu ickly .

91 1 . sic im a f o'te, as it shall be, i. e. as rerm ches m y oocw b ysw.

2 16. m ic-sci ; 7 s. The dual possessive, referring to J uno an!

995. The abusive epithets in this line are characteristic of the violensa

of Achilles, and of the heroic age ; Bterally heavy -saith“ , hfl
'

wg h

ass. sp u ssop x fi m . to be m ad -as “s p otlig h u togo b

battle with the army.



ILIAD, I. 401

227 . m u ta t e. to engage in an ambascade. This was considered

one of the m ost daring enterprises ofwar.

232.

'
11 7 3 C i s, fi r defi antly you would now inj ure for

- the last tim e.

233 . et seq. It was customary forkings to swearby their sceptres.

239. Ari; sigsia rat, who defend the laws ‘1’Jove, or the laws te
calved from Jove.

240. a feeling of loss, a great injury arising from the loss or

absence of Achilles.

250. p se‘tlws, from m ica. divide, and is} , the voice, according to Eusta

thius. an epithet applied to m an, as possessing the power of sounding

and articulating words, syllables, and letters.

253. liipgn im . This com pound sometim es m eans well-disposed, well

wishing
, and som etim es well - thinking , pru dent, sagacious. Here it seem s

to unite both m eanings.

256. zsx aeoic rs, poetic for x a
'

gsrrrs, 2 aor. m id.

266.
trea

'

pu , for irga
'

pnea s.

268 .
(Deed s, &c. . for S inger

'

s. The m ountain -dwelling monsters, gene

rallv supposed to be the Centaurs.

2 70. a
'

rin; y a isu . Som e ex plain this, a far distant land . Others

consider the epithet, a nam e derived from Apis, a Pelasgian adventurer, who

settled at an early period in the Peloponnesus. ‘Vhicheverof the two m ay

be right, it m eans the Peloponnesus.

27 1 . x a r
'

tp
'

a lm ir. Som e interpret these words, according to the

best of my power, others, by m yself, apart from the rest. The form er

seem s to be the better m eaning, though the latter is supported by highly

respectable authority .

283. Aieasp
’

,

'

Ax rl l i?p al iy ar x 51 ”, I beseech you to gwe up your

anger against Achilles.

288, 289. set-trim , hra
'

crm , and ”p a ints are not tautological. The

first properly m eans, to have power over, but not necessarily to ex ercise it ;

the second, to ex ercise kingly or princely power, and the third to com m and,

for instance, as a m ilitary chieftain. Agam em non uses these different

words to describe as strongly as possible the ex cessive am bition of Achilles.

41 em &c. i nrespect to which I do not think any one will obey him .

302 . Bi i ys ,m ir, a Greek idiom , to be ex plained by supplying the

ellipsis thus, But if you choose, or wish, com e on, &c.

3 10. Bin . The first aorist of this verb has a transitive m eaning .

He p ut on board the ship a hecatomb far the God .

3 15. “ M in er, perfi ct, without spot orblem ish.

34 '



402 NOTES.

326. resin. Sent thm om or away . The preposition is not redun

dant as som e assert.

333. Jen is)"sci, isthis own m ind.

350. “ h is, siest a. These epithets m ust he understood as applied to

different views of the sea. The first is white or foam ing, i. e. near the

shore ; the second, dark-colored, describes the appearance of the deep water

at a distance.

356. b y , when joined with an active participle generally im plies a con

tinuance of the action, he has taken and still possesses 3 de signs, I nor. from

ta citly , or ba
r- vei n .

361 . isipc trv. Not always called him by name, as the etym ology

would seem to indicate, but sim ply addressed him .

393 . ii“ , gen. from its, brave. Som e editors read lies aspi rated, from

the possessive lie, which is som etim es used for the lat or2d person.

407 . 1 am y st
i

w v. Suppliants threw them selves at the feet of the per

son to whom the supplication was addressed, and em braced his knees.

4 10. ir a v
'

cu vrat, ironical, that they m ay enjoy their him .

4 14 . a id , adverbially, under an evil fate.

4 15. Ail loa n . The 2d aorist of the verb MAA0 . joined with an

infinitive, is often used to ex press a wish, determ ined by the person of the

v erb : a i
'

t iota”, would that I had orm ight, according to the infinitive ;

a i
'
tea ts, would that thou hadst, &c.

432. and the following, describe the process of disem barking from a

ship.
'

le ‘

ria p it " slu m , they fai led the sails, and placed them in the

ship ;
'

In 'ir d x . and placed the m ast in the case (in -J ig ), oraccording
to others, rested it against a prop orpole ; wesfl

’

m m bpim s, lam
-ing it by

the rapes these ropes passed from prow to stem , through a pulley at the top

of the m ust 3 ti; inn s, &c., and forced it (the ship) to the landing -flea with

the oars ;
‘

Es 3
’

ha i r, &c., and let down or threw out the weights, which

served foranchors, andwere attached to the prow . and ti f ew , and

fastened the cord: orcables fi rm the stern, which was drawn up on the

more ; if )fun gi", upon the shore, literally, upon the breaker.

449 . Xsesidea um , &c. , they washed theirhands, which was the first cell

em ony in sacrifices. sirl sx v
'

ra s dra in -s thesewere the calres Of a lt and

barley , which were crumbled between the horns of the victim , on its back,
and the parts dissected forburning , and also upon the altar before it was

sacrificed.
"

Robinson
’
s Gr. Antiq. p. 206.

459. This and the following lieu contain a m inute descriptia l of the

sacrifice. Arligou s
, &c., they first drewbaclrthe ha d gf the oid iu , soas to
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404 NOTES.

606. na stiness. For “ m odem s.“ to M ), or to Be down

to rest.

“ la ym an .“ with a disposition to sleep. not he alept ; for

in the nex tbook (line 2) it is said, Jupiter did not sleep.

The first book contains the prelim inaries to the comm encem ent of

serious action. First, the visit of the priest of Apollo to ransom his captive

daughter ; the refusal of Agam em non to yield her up, and the pestilence

sent by the god upon the Grecian arm y in consequence. Secondly, the

restoration, the propitiation of Apollo, the quarrel between Agam em non

and Achilles, and the withdrawing of the latter from the Grecian arm y .

Thirdly, the intercession of Thetis with Jupiter . his prom ise, unwillingly
given, to avenge Achilles ; and the assem bly of the gods, in which the

prom ise is angrily alluded to by Juno, and the discussion perem ptorily

checked by Jupiter. The poet, throughout this book, m aintains a sim ple

unadorned style, but highly descriptive, and happily adapted to the nature of

the subject.

ILIAD
, 1 1.

The poem now becom es m ore ex citing ; the language m ore animated ;

the description m ore lively and figurative. Hom er seem s to kindle with

his subject and to press all the phenom ena of nature into his service for the

purpose of illustration and adornm ent. Jupiter prepares to keep his prom
ise of avenging Achilles by drawing Agam em non into a deceitful ex pecta

tion of taking the city. The forces are arrayed for battle, which gives

occasion for the celebrated catalogue.

l . lw't szseucra l, an epithet com pounded of 71 ' s: and societal, to arm .

Properly, those who fight f rom chariots.

4 . t sn
'

l gl, that he m ight avenge.

6. “h as, pernicious ; perhaps here, dec
10. twen ty”. Infinitive for the imperative, properly governed by

some word understood.

13 . im belongs to pgdzn m in the nex t line t ths
'

uh M etering , or

are divided in opinion .

93. 3.79p m , generally, prudent, sogaeious i applied to a warrior, chilled



ILIAD, 11. 405

25. im fl q c
'

pc em , for ifl fl rgq sp im sin
'

.

26. ip ilsr, for 1m .

34. b a
'

p for i i i.

87 . 03, literally. he said. It is often used by Hom er, in the sense. of

he thought.

48, 48. ”t his. and pi es; the first was the inner garm ent or tunic ; the

second, the ex teriorgarm ent corresponding to the Roman toga.

49. leiam , in order to annou nce.

55. m am a
'

s. This epithet has various m eanings 1st, thick, oars

deared, firm , strong 3 2d, prudent, wise, sagacious, &c.

7 1 .

'flx w
'

l e af s-Jp n“ . This verb is otten constructed with partici

ples of verbs of m otion. Heflew away .

7 8. 8 Sim s ln c
'

v, where it is right, or perhaps, in the m anner that is

81 . rwpczslp sla , literally, we Should separate ourselves floss it 3 we

should not believe it.

90. m en d-em , for “ win n er, perf. pass. from f eeder. The beauty

and correctness of the sim ile in these lines cannot fail to strike the reader.

98.

”
On e initio. Fam e or ru m or burned, from h is , pl. m id.

95. Twerix u , was rough, or tum ultuous, from cplx v .

106. wai ting”.
“ In the ruder ages Of society, before the use of

coined m oney, the necessaries of life were ex changed for one another, and

wealth was accordingly estim ated by the number of flocks and herds.
”

Trollope.

1 18. is f lgfl ssr II in the accusative and agreeswith lp i understood.

1 16. p il l “, it arrears.

1 25 . Min na , natiws.

188. la t ter“ , to dedroy utterly .

187 . e n rliypm m , expecting us.

146. tra itor, singular for plural.

1 48. attest, tempestuous. dp v
'

st, falls. The figure ls bold and highly

158. Chen‘s, channels. throughwhich the ships were launched.
154. Chairlup in". eager to return.

160. slox sw
‘

n, properly a vote 5 hence a thing to he dei red, something
to be boosted of.a boast.

165. M achin es, round on both f iles. Sometimes rendered any).
1 75. v a in “, rushing on board .

1 90. s a ss
‘

r Jr, lik e M m , or coward.

195. pair: zom émm . Supply some word.beware, kl .M



406 NOTES.

200. decip as sin , Sit qu ietly .

204 . aim i vy-stir. This adjective agrees with some neuter noun under

stood. The construction is a com m on one.

2 10. Alyrc l i , &c. This is a finely descriptive line.

2 12 . et seq. The character of Thersites is adm irably sketched.

There is nothing vague and indistinct, but all the traits are so lively that he

stands before us, like the im age of som e absurd being whom we have our

selves seen. It has been j ustly rem arked by the critics, that the poet dis

plays great skill in representing the opponents of Agam em non in the char

acter of so base a personage, since nothing could m ore eflectually reconcile

the Greeks to the continuance of the war than the ridiculous turbulence of

Thersites.

2 15. oi tit a n ysl sri
'

sr, whatever it seemed to him would et cite the

laughter of the Greeks .

2 16. a icx rn '
os, the basest.

2 1 7 . pol itic, squinting .

2 19. &c. , pointed as to hishead.with a head like a cone. in ni

n tr, perf. m id. from it a vl iar.

220.

”
Ex tras

-
05, he was m ost odious.

221 . n u rr
'

sn s, he waswont to revile .

284. tortu s ip sr, &c., to involve the sons of the Greeks in calam ities.
287 . yiga. ( scrip ts, to amass booty .

245. 67 63‘s , very sternl irrit ate s, pref. m id. from in
'

w a ,

246. hsccrip vlr. loquacious, " tr applied ironically.

264. dra in s, unseem ly , disgraceful.

266. hewrithed. Sa l rgir dr, the starting tear.

269. fix er?” 30
'

s, looking foolish.

27 5. is); dyoga
'

m , restrained fi esta his harangues.

29 1 .

'
11 p i n, &c. This line is very obscure. The generally received

version is to this effect, Truly the labor is such that one m ight j ustly wish

to return, being worn out by the long continued fatigueof the war.

296. per/aviat ion , part. dot. pl. from p ip n w r.

802. “a s figu res, have carried away .

808. x 4.“ er u i cega
'

nZ
'

, lately , referring to the pestilence.

805 . dp pi u ser
'

, rou nd about.

8 1 2. de se rv e pert
'

. from w'flin '
sr, hiding them m

among the branches, or fluttering among the branches.

818. l¢an r, who sent him .

825. {shy-os, N at h an -
or, late, to heW late.

880. ea siest, are accomplishing.
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453. wil y“ ; y l snriavs y in f
'

, war because un d er, dzc.

455. et seq. The splendor of the description of the m arch can never

be sufi ciently adm ired. The poet adorns it with a m agnificent prodigality

of sim iles, all appropriate, and form ing a com bination which presents

the m ost lively picture that can be conceived.

484 . The poet now invokes the Muses to aid him in the enumeration of

the Grecian leaders and their respective forces, implying that without tha
'

r

aid, he should be unable to “ describe the m ultitude, and to name them .

”

The following catalogue has always been celebrated for accuracy and

fidelity. and was anciently appealed to as a high authority. The student

is advised to give particular attention to this im portant passage. He will

find it the m ost interesting fragm ent of ancientgeography ex tant ; interesting

for the poetical beauty of the verse, the regular orderwhich is followed, and

the little characteristic touches, which denote the peculiarities of the several

provinces. The m ore he ex am ines this catalogue with the subsidiary lights

of geography, history, and travels, the m ore cause will he find of won

der, that a description so ancient. should com bine so m uch accuracy,

beauty , and interest. It is recom m ended to the student to trace the prov

inces and cities on som e good m ap of ancient Greece.

The Boeotians are firstenum erated, beginning with the towns on the eastern

coast. Proceeding westward, the Phoceans nex t occur, then the Locrians,
with their several towns. The poet now m oves eastward and enume.

rates the Eubm ans, and their several towns, afi x ing to m any of them ,

epithets, descriptive of their situation or productions. or som e other charac

teristic circum stance. Turning his course towards the Peloponnesus, he

com es to Athens, then to Salam is, then to Argos and other towns in the

province of Argolis, then to Myom a: and Corinthand Sicyon. It is to he

rem arked, however, that the description proceeds m ore in the order of

the large towns or cities, than in reference to the provinces as theirhounds

ries becam e afterwards defined. Then follows the description of Lacedz m on,

Pylos, and the neighbouring towns, on the southwestern ex trem ity of the Pel

oponnesus. Proceeding northward, the poet com es to the Arcadians and it

m ay be observed as a proof ofhis m inute accuracy of information, that he n
'

ys

Agam em non gave them ships because they had never concerned them selves

in naval ad
'

airs. Arcadia was an inland province nowhere touching on the

sea. This is a sm all circum stance, but valuable because it shows h e entire

fidelity of the poet in m atters of fact. Northwest of Arcadia lie E‘s,
Buprasium , &c. which follow in the enum eration. Then the islands m lled

Echinades.which lie near the m outh of the river Achelous, and as Hom er

ex presses it, r igs: 6161 .
”
Ha d" b u . We have now followed the poet
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through the Peloponnesus, southward on the eastern coast, then northward

through the interior and along the western coast : we now arrive at the

dom inion of Ulysses, Cephallenia, Ithaca, Neritus, 8m , then turn to the

continent and com e to the JEtolians, the subjects of Thoas. We m ust

now return to the south and visit the islands in the E ga n
‘
sea. the dom in

ions of the renowned Idom eneus, Crete, the island of a “ hundred cities.
”

Following the course of the enum eration, we find ourselves on the celebra

ted island of Rhodes, from whichTlepolem us led his hands, with m any other

islands in its neighborhood. Having gone over the islands, the poet leads us

nex t to the im portant dom inions of the “
swift- footed, godlike Achilles,

”

which lay on the north of all the nations hitherto enum erated, Pelasgic
Argos (so called to distinguish it from Argos in Peloponnesus), Alus,
Alope, &c. , and Hellas, abounding in beautifulwom en.

"
This last nam e

becam e afterwards com m on to all Greece. Nex t com es the dom inion of

Protesilaus, lying on the coast. This hero was celebrated for being the

first who was slain in the war. He was killed while leaping from his ship

upon the Trojan shore. Proceeding northward, we com e to Pherra. and
the lake Boibe

'

is, whose forces Eum elus com m anded. Still farther north,

and along the coast of the Therm aic gulf, lay Methane and other parts of

the kingdom of Philoctetes. In the west of Thessaly were Tricca and

Ithom e, whose forces were com m anded by the sons of E sculapius, celebra.

ted for their skill in m edicine. In the northern part of Thessaly are

Argissa, Gyrtone, Oloosson, &c.

T hen proceeding to the northwest, we com e to the region of the storm y

Dodone. and the river T itaresius, which flows into the Peneus without

m ingling its waters.
”

And last of all are the Magnetes, who dwelt in the

neighbourhood of the Peneus, and the leaf- shaking Pelion.

”
The student

will thus perceive that the order of enum eration is sufi ciently precise for

easy recollection, and he will find it for his pleasure and advantage. to

m ake him self fam iliarwith its details. It would be curious to estim ate the

com bine d forces of the Greeks upon this enum eration. Trollope rem arks

that the num ber has been variously given by different authors : Plutarch,
m en : Thucydides about &c. Now if we take the whole

num ber of ships, “ 84, and m ultiply by 1 20, the num ber of m en in each

of the Be otian vessels, we shall have for the whole Grecian army.

This is obviously too great ; and a m uch fairer way of estim ating it is to

take the m ean between 120 and 50, the sm allest number m entioned, which

will give the average 85, and m ultiply this by 1 184 3 then we shall have

or in round numbers about m en.

35
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In the sam e m annerwe m ay trace the nations who were united with the

Trojans, and the islands lying near the coast of the Troad. The enum e

ration is not to particular, nor so regular, as that of the Greeks, nor does it
afford any basis for a calculation of their num ber. Perhaps this circum

stance m ay still farther confine the credibility of Hom er as to historical

facts. He would naturallv be m ore fam iliar with the traditions relative to

the Greeks than with those relative to the Trojans, of whom he m ight

easily learn about as m uch as he has told us, and could not probably ac~

quire m ore particular inform ation.

Every thing is now prepared. The two arm ies are arrayed, enum erated.

and readv to engage. The nex t book shows how the battle was interrupted

by the proposal of a single com bat between Menelaus and Paris.

ILIAD,
111.

The scenes described in this book are ex ceedingly lifesom e. The figures

are anim ating and beautiful, and the m ind of the reader is borne along

with breathless interest over the sonorous verse.

1 . a irp sln for s orp rilan r, were arrayed.

6.

'

Ardee'n Il uyp e iscn .

“ They are placed by Aristotle and Strabo on

the banks of the Nile, and the Scholiast describes them as a dim inu tive race

of m en in Upper Egypt, who assem ble in their fields for the purpose of

scaring the cranes from the corn, at the tim e of their periodical passage to

the warm er clim ate of the south.

”
Trollope. The cranes in order to

escape from winter, at this day, turn theircourse to Africa.
”

Vb
’

lcker,

u Uber Hom erische Geographie und Weltkunde,

1 8. a ru gulp inr
for zrx ogw p im , pointed or arm ed with.

28. psi-rs 7 6g, &c. for he thought toavenge him self upon the m ug -don .

35. re p air. g
overned by s a ri understood.

89. A rin 'd er, u nhappy Paris. A s; is com pounded with other words, and

som etim es with proper names, as in this instance.

57 . A e
'

i
'

m in s x w‘u , you would have pul on a coat qf d m , i. e. you

would have been stoned to death 3 the Oriental punishm ent for adultery.

64, 65, 66. Several words are here errployed in an unusual sense.

Literally,
Do not bring before me (i. e mpress/t

rte wit/th i s desirable gifts 4
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the general nam e fly and not inappropriately, if we regard the form of

its body, its wings and legs, and the sucker (instead of m onth) by which it

bves entirely on liquids, as dew and the juices of plants.
s s s s s

Virgil says
Et cantu querule rum peat arbusta cicadze

And shrill cicada all thewoodland tire (Sotheby)

and various m odern poets and travellers speak of their m usic as an annoy.

ance rather than a pleasure. But the song of the cicada, like the chirping

of crickets and the piping of frogs, gives delight by being associated with

the season S ign ; y 1 0m); «reapi n g,
‘

prophet sweet of sum mer hours.
’

1 56. This episode is rem arkable for its beauty. The effe ct of Helen’s
appearance upon the aged counsellors, is striking and poetical. It m ust be

hom e in m ind, that Helen was of divine parentage and unfading beauty,

and this will ex plain the enthusiasm which her sight called forth from the old

m en. T he poet
'

s skill in taking this m ethod of descnbing the Grecian

chieftains is obvious, and the sketches them selves are living and characteristic

to a high degree. The rem iniscences of the aged Priam , as their nam es

are announced, and the penitential sorrow of the erring Helen, which the

sight of her countrym en, and the recollection of her hom e, her child, her

com panions, ex cite in her bosom , are am ong the m ost skilful touches of

natural feeling .

164. c iv ic, to be blam ed.

1 70. y sgc‘is, respectable, imposing.

1 7 5. m an ta
-

m , generally, a child born in old age, but secondarily, an

only child, and a beloved child .

1 80. ipu
‘

; in s a ss &c. The possessive is here used instead of

the genitive of the personal pronoun. He was the brother- in -lasoof use,

sham eless if indeed he ever was so related, that is, I am now so degraded

that I alm ost doubt whether such a m an ever was connected with m e.

188. pluperf. pass. from h p“ .

1 89.

’
Ap azim , a tribe of warlike wom en, celebrated not only by the

ancient poets, but by historians. Their ex ploits, and even their ex istence,

are considered fabulous.

206. erii, concerning you , " t"understood. It would he difi cult to find

in poetry or rhetoric a m ore distinct and beautiful sketch of M ea t

kinds of eloquence. than is here drawn in the description of Menelaus and

Ulysses.

994. .r so. , t This line i. supposed to be spurious. Pa t-w it

m eans, Our adm iratirm was not then dm ssss to tlss forn of Ulyn el , bl t so

the parserof his oratory .
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284, et seq. Helen sees nowhere in the plain her two brothers, Gas

tor and Pollux . Her enquiry is a natural one, and her self-reproach

naturally suggests her own disgrace as the cause of their nqt appearing

am ong the other com m anders. The two lines in which the poet m entions

their death, are sim ple and touching.

269. gem s a n d. The victim s by which the com pact was to be con

firm ed and sanctioned.

27 8.
«rim s vgix a so The cerem onies of m aking a covenant began by

cutting from the heads of the victim s a portion of the hair and distributing

it am ong the chiefs of the contracting parties.

27 9 . rived » , dual, referring to Pluto and Proserpine. in ; is used in

relation with the plural, a frequent construction, for whoever of departed

M , &c.

286. Tap sis, a tribu te. Som e understand the following line to m ean

which shall continue to be paid in com ing tim es, and others, which shall

rem ain with the Greeks in com ing tim es, that is, which shall never be

recalled .

880. Km fiu
’

bzg, greaves, for the defence of the legs, fastened

.

with

buttons. The defensive arm our of the heroic age consisted of a helm et,

breastplate, and greaves. The ofl
'

ensive weapons were, the spear, the

sword, the bow, darts, &c.

87 2 . lx rdg, the thong by which the helm et was fastened under the chin.

876. Krm i, for um i, em pty .

4 20. raise s ll Ted d ; Add”, she passed u nseen by the M an women.

The battle between Menelaus and Paris, is thus ended by the interposi

tion of the goddess Venus. The reproaches of Helen are well- tim ed and

deserved. Her penitence and her angerare howeverbut m om entary.

ILIAD
,
IV .

éouncil of the gods ; line 1 . fungi-w . from 67 m in , im p. fordanci n g.

8. iq sox iu , pou red thewine. At feasts in the heroic age, it was the

custom foryoung m en to perform the part of wine-bearers, which Hebe is

represented as doing am ong the Gods.
4 . Anilx ar

’
m m “ , received the u p fi ns» and other.

85’
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8.

'

Al a l zsp sn ie. Derived, according to som e, from hai ku » . to m a.

der assistance, according to others from Alalcom enos, a part of Breath.

The form er is the m ore generally received ex planation.

l l . weep ip CM s s. a Hom eric verb from raecp sp CAa
'

o, to support or

24 .

"
Hg, 3

'

sins ix azs strike. the breast of J uno (lid not contain her

anger.

43. h i s “s on -i 7 s Sup i y ielding , but with reluctant m ind.

46. r igs, above, beyond , m ost qf all.

49. Auflir, the libation of wine.

59. weseBsnu
'

fl rs, m ost revered orhonored. hy ssl sp s
'

fl s, having do?

or inscrutable counsels.

7 4 , et seq. The descent of Minerva, and the effect of her appearance

upon the Greeks and Trojans, are described with fine poetical imagery , and

simplicity.

95. H i m , among all or in the eyes of all.

107 . 3s3s7 p in s, waiti ng for, lying in wait for.

1 1 1 . “ gain s, the ti p or end of the bow towhich the string was fastened.

122 . the notch, in the arrow, which was pressed against the

string. This description, so full of circum stantial detail, is rem arkably

beautiful. 1 . The history of the bow, giving in a few words the picture of

a hunter, lying in am bush and slaying his victim . 2. Then the process of

m aking the how. 8. The anx ious preparation for discharging the ar.

row with certainty, which was destined to break off the truce and precipitate
the battle. 4 . The hurried prayer and vow to Apollo. after which the

string is drawn, the bow is bent, the cord twangs, the arrow leaps forth.

”

The whole is described with such lifesom eness, that we see, and hear, and

wait in breathless suspense to know the result.

1 4 1 .

'fl.‘ 3
'

30 s was.
“We learn from hence that the Lydians and

Carians were fam ous in the first tim es for their staining in purple, and that

the wom en ex celled in works of ivory as also that there were certain

ornam ents, which only kings and princeswere privileged to wear.
”

Pope.

15 1 . 37 3 005, the barbed head.

1 61. i ris-m as, the aorist instead of the future.

1 67 . lesp vhs hy a
'

h , his sacred shield. This speech of Agam em non over

his wounded brother is full of noble power and touching eloquence. The

Trojans have violated a truce sanctioned by a solemn sacrifice to the Gods.
The reflection that such perjury cannot pass with im punity, but that Jove
will sooncr or later punish it, oocurs first to the m ind of the warrior. l l

the ex citement of the m oment he p edicts that the day will swaly eom s
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ILIAD ,
v .

This book contains the ex ploits of Diom edes, narrated in a style of

great power.

5.

’
An ie

’

tic the autum nal star, i. e. Sirius. This comparison,

dm ong m any others, shows how constantly the poet
’

s attention was directed

to the phenom ena of nature.

1 l . i t
,

rain , well skilled in .

1 2. i roaetslisfl , separated from the rest.

1 8 . hp
’

71 1 040 , literally, fi om their horses, that is,from their chariot,

which was drawn by two horses. In the heroic age, horseswere used only

with chariots, in battle.

2 1 . fl eaCiim , literally, to go round, that is, toprotect.

26. na rdysts, to lead down to.

86. viiisrv't, form ed from sill-is, a share ; on the bank of the Seam ander.

49. cal/u m , skilled .

64 . 3’s in Siee a , the oracles of the gods, referring to the oracle

which com m anded the Trojans to abstain from naval aflirs, and devote

them selves to agriculture.

67 .

'

Arensch, through, to the opposite side.

7 8. isles, the hollow below the back of the head.

7 4 . he ) yai eu v w ist s, the construction is rit es-tip s M en u. The

spear passed through and cut out his tongue.

85. Tuisfim , &c . The activity and energy of the hero are vividly

described. The sim ile of an overflowing river, sweeping all before it, pre

sents a lively im age of his ex ploits on the field of battle.

1 1 3 . rv‘srrsi
'

s x i v-i n s, from " (Wa n A species of breastplate, form ed

of hides, strengthened with pieces of m etal, and joined by books, so as to

1 1 7 . pitta , im per. first aor. m id.

1 1 9. th at oSém m , anticipated m e, hit m e first.

85, et seq . The com parison of Diom edes to a lion am ong the sheep

folds, and the description of the terror of the sheep, are finely conceived.

154 . it ) nrsu
'

v
'

sen , in possession of his estate.

158. g ap e-re l ll, the nearest relatives after children.

1 7 8.

'

Iciv
'

s, on account of sacrifices, that is, neglected, in“ understood.

182. s tu n t: vs. The upper part of the helm et was com posed of the

at”. the crest, and the the cone.
“
rue helmet is called stu n
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because it has an org/ice, chair, into which the crest is secured. It appears,
from the epithets frequently applied to helmets, that the crest was generally

m ade of horse- hair.

252 . pic”) do not counsel m e to brtn/cc myself toflight.

262 . ii fin -try“ the b e ef was a raised sem icircle in front of the chari

ot, with a book or peg in the centre, by which to fasten the reins.

292. y l s
'

irrz s t evp nis, the root of the tongue.

806.

'

Isrx iqn, the hipziotnt, t ortill as, the hollow (If the hip -bone, 111 0

which the thigh-bone is inserted.

835. two‘seép su r, attaching him with extended spear.

364 . sis nx sp im from i s cx ia .

387 . s seu
’

p q , here m eans, a cavern.

4 16. 1x 3, sec. for 2x 55”. The m eaning and construction of the line

is, She said, and, with both her hands, she (Dione) wiped away the blood

fi om the hand (of Venus).
458. Am n iis , sm all and very light shields.

487 . the m eshes.

499.

'

Q ; 3
'

i ons“ . This is a sim ile of great beauty. Observe how
the poet always draws his sim iles from objects which were the m ost fam iliar

to the sight of m en in that age.

526. I
'

Im iim . This line describes adm irably the whistling of the

winds.

580. “761 3s, respect each other, that is, be ashamed to fail in your duty,

in the presence of each other.

57 9. w ill , the wiles-bone.

586. u s
'

p ‘ex ss, headlong .

620. t en ths, treading upon him , generally rendered, with his had .

661 . (sc apu la-ea , part. present, from p u p“

686. sin 13
'

hu l l » , I was not destined.
698. a tu uwisrc , for s tam ss

'

s
'
a , f ainting.

709. x tu l m in s, in the neighbou rhood y:

7 28. lac-i s m s“ , ha ving eight spokes.

7 24 , et seq. te ar, the circu mference of the wheel, the fedoes ; tr ien

rea , the tire fl ip pe r, the na ve “was, the body firs-m o, the sem icir

cles in flout p
‘

u ir, the pole.

7 88. The description of the E gis of M inerva is highly wrought.

The sym bolical devices of Terror, D iscord, Violence, and Pursuit, give it

a m ost warlike appearance ; and the wonder is raised to the highest point.

when the poet declares it to be sutlicient for the arm ies of a hundred cities:

(1. The remainder of the description the Goddess seizing her
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m ighty spear, and m ounting the flam ing ear the opening gates of beav .

en the Hours are sublim e conceptions and ex pressed in m agnificent

language.

7 5 1 du a l ism , tf tlsisu s, to remove the thick cloud, and to spread it ou r

the heaoens.

7 70, et. seq . These lines are quoted by Longinus, as a rem arkable

ex am ple of the sublim e.

8 1 7 . As sign s, heartless, dispiriting .

834 . r5s3s, that is, the Greeks.

85 1 . R eid ", &c. in front, Mars assailed him withertm ded spear, over

the yoke and reins.

859. Mars is wounded, and roars as loud as nine or ten thousand m en.

This is bold, but the poet is describing the voice of the god of war. The

description (864 868) com pletes the picture, and leaves an im pression of

grandeur, upon the m ind of the reader.

ILIAD , V I .

1 . eia
i

was left alone, that is by the gods.

4. ztp isn
'
ss, &c. The Sim ona and Xanthus were two rivers of the

Troad, which form ed a junction before they reached the Hellespont.

The Sim ois rose in Mount Ida, and the Xanthus had its origin near Troy.

1 4 , 15. Ax ylus was distinguished for his hospitality.

'

Dlls trait was

d mracteristic of the Oriental nations, and is ofien alluded to by the ancient

writers. The right of hospitality, often united fam ilies belonging to difieb

cut and hostile nations, and was even transm itted from father to son.

This description
'

is a fine tribute to the generosity of Ax ylus.

1 7 . o‘ra vfl u
'

ra s, assisting orprotecting .

24. l e ss
-
u s, illegitim ate.

89. BAcWirfl , impeded by .

40 .

'

Azs w
'

, having broken.

4 7 . is i Qm sii, in the house of my wealthy flther.

56. l essen . Spoken ironically, In allusion to the wrongs Menelaus had

sustained in his dom estic relations.

62 . Airman, j ustice, what is m erited by the enem y.

7 2: et seq. The Greeks begin to gain the advantage over the Tm
Helenus, the chief of the soothsayers, directs Hector to enter the city, and
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ditional m emory . However this m ay be, we know that the Oriental nations
were in possession of the art of alphabetical writing at a very early period,

and before the Trojan war. It cannot, then, seem very im probable, that

the author or authors of the Iliad, should also have been acquainted with it.

The student m ay find the question am ply and learnedly discussed in

Wolfe
'

s Prolegom ena, Wood
’

s Essay on Hom er, &c. , and the argum ents on

both sides very concisely stated by H N. Coleridge, in his beautiful In.

troduction to the Study of the Classics. It can m erelv be alluded to in a

note.

169. r ise s : t rus s-i , a folded tablet, probably a rod of parchment.

1 94 . rip m r. It was usual to appropriate tracts of land, for the dis

tinguished serv ices of the great m en of antiquity. This word afterwards

acquired the signification of, a spot sacred to som e divi nity .

234 . lfih srs, took away .

236. la sts worth a hundred am , for those worth but nine.

The episode is now com plete d, and the narrative of Hector’s v isit to tin

city is resum ed. The description of the Trojan wives and daughters gath

ering around him to inquire the fate of their friends in the war, is ex ceed

ingly natural and beautiful, but is lost in the incom parable beauty of the

scene between Hector and Androm ache.

24° flu f f“, porticos Sa
'

hap sr, chambers, or apartments, which

opened into a hall, in front of the house i ch i , the ou ter cou rt.

25 1 . via-d ing“ , gentle. There is a moum fulness in the interv iew be

tween the hero and his m other which is deeply interesting. Her urg ing hh

to take wine, and his refusal, are natural and sim ple incik nts, which

heighten the effect of the scene.

285. Qeis governed by and understood.

322 . ispim n , handling. The em ploym ent, in which Hector finb
Paris engaged, is ex trem ely characteristic.

33 1. 'W eih gov erned by 346, understood.

344 . This address of Helen to Hector is in fine keeping with her char
acter.

85 1 . 530, knew, regarded.

865. Kai pie lya
i

r. Hector, having perform ed his public duty, by

directing his m other to supplicate the goddess M inerva, and by calling

Paris from his idle em ploym ents, now hurries to a hasty interview with his

wife, having a m elancholy presentim ent that he shall no m ore return.

This conduct was worthy of him , to whom the city looked for succour and

deliverance. No private tie, howeverstrong, could call his attention from

a public duty. That duty perform ed, he yields to the im pulses of his heart,
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and rushes to his home. Androm ache is gone, in her sorrow and anx iety,

to the tower. The hero turns thither and m eets her at the Scsesn gate.

Hernurse is with her, bearing on herbosom the young Astyanax , the hope

of the city, the loved child of Hector, like a beautiful star.
”

The father

looks upon his son in silence, and sm iles, while the m other stands by, in

ta rs. The address of Androm ache to her husband is full of natural and

touching eloquence . She calls up the sad recollection of her slaughtered

father, her brothers, and her m other slain by Diana. after her release from

captivity. Hector is now, her father, m other, brother, husband her

all, and she tenderly entreats him to protect the city, and not ex pose him self

to death on the plain. The reply of Hector is full of the lofty bearing of

the hero, and the fine and generous feelings of the m an. He forebodes

the destruction of Troy, and then pictures to him self the desolate condi

tion of his gentle wife. The anticipation is full of sorrow, the picture is

heart- rending ; he looks forward and sees her in im agination, reduced by

strong necessity to be the slave of another, and to perform t he ofi ce of

plying the loom , or of drawing water from the Messe
’

is or Hyperes, as a

slave, in Argos. He im agines one of the hostile nation, looking upon her

as she weeps, and ex claim ing, This is the wife of Hector, the bravest of
the Trojan warriors,

”
and. in the depth of hrs grief, prays to repose in death,

before he learns the unhappy doom , which he has j ust pictured. The whole

of this address is above praise. The m ix ture of lofty feeling, of tender

ness, sorrow, and m elancholy foreboding, fills the heart of every reader

with em otions of sadness.

The incidents which follow are sim ple but ex quisi te. Hector wishes to
take in his arm s his beloved son, but the child, terrified by the glittering

arm our and the waving crest, clings to the bosom of the nurse. This calls

a sm ile upon the countenance of the parents, who are thus, by a happy

stroke of nature, m ade to forget, for a single m om ent,
‘

the gloomy state of

public afiitirs, in affection for their otl
’

spring . Hector lays upon the ground
his shining helm et, caresses his son, and u tters a prayer, becom ing a patriot

and warrior. He places the child in the arm s of his wife, who receives him

upon her
“ fragrant bosom ,

"
sm iling tearfully (3a agu‘rv y raé u u ). This

is one of the m ost beautiful ex pressions to be found in any language . it

is concise, yet distinct, and presents a perfect im age of m ingled gentle .

ness and sadness. Itfills the im agination and touches the heart.

The m om ent of separation draws nigh. Hector, in com passion for the

distress of his wife, utters such consolation as the case will bear, counsels

her to forget her sorrow in dom estic em ploym ents, and departs for the field

of battle. Fearfully she directs her steps hom eward, casting a frequent

86
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glance behind, in the direction of herdeparting lord. Arriving at her door,
she finds hermaidens assembled, and all together lament the living Hector

as the dead,
”
for they suppose he will no m ore return. Such is an out

line of the celebrated scene between Hector and Andromache a

scene, which, for true and unaffected pathos, delicate touches of nature, and

a profound knowledge of the human heart, has rarely been parallelled and

never surpassed, am ong all the efforts of genius, during the three thousand

years that have gone by, since it was conceived and com pos.d.

506.

'

Q ; 3
’
In . This com parison is a lively one, and presents forcibly

to the m ind the bold and splendid bearing of Paris. " a s-3; le t s , a horn

um has long been confined in
'

uw stable.

508. b rist le s Wa lks, &c., to bathe in the swiflfiowmg river. This

verb, and several others. are constructed with a genitive or dative indif

ferently.

5 16. metwith, orspokewith.

523 .

’

A 1 1 5 lu
l

u p rim} , butyou willingly remit your efforts in the war,

and are not willing to labor.

598. Heav ies l fl it a d tu fl awless, to dedicate the goblet Qf fi restorm

having freed our city from the beleaguering of the Greeks. It m ay be

observed that Hector begins to resum e his hope of success, and his warlike

spirit is roused again, as he approaches the field of action. The depressing

efl
’

ect of his sad interview is wearing away from his m ind, and he is al

ready prepared for the battle with Ajax , which awaits hint.

The student, who has once read this book, will read it again and again.

It contains m uch that is addressed to the deepest feelings of our common

nature, and despite of the long interval of tim e which lies between our age

and the Hom eric, despite the m anifold changes of custom s, habits, pursuits,

and the advances thathave been m ade in civilization and art, despite of all

these, the universal spirit of hum anity will recognise in these scenes m uch

of that true poetry, which delights alike all ages, all nations, all m en.

ILIAD,
VII.

l . iEin w s, from ism ia . for ign i tes.

5. “th ey; il l s
-

guru , with their pelts/ted firs, that is, can made Of the

fir tree.
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8 10. é tl r f isrfl r, notm e eting.

827 . Nestorproposes that a truce shall be agreed upon for the purpose

of disposing of the dead, who now overspread the plain. This proposition

is m ade partly with the design of gaining tim e for the erection of fortifi

cations against the assaults of the Trojans, who, under the guidance of

Hector, and in the absence of Achilles, have becom e form idable and soda

dons.

848. The speech of Antenor contains one of those delicate touches of

nature for which Hom er is rem arkable. He is conscious of the pertitlious

part which his countrym en have played, in v iolating the truce, and distm sts

the success of their cause. He consequently advises the restoration of

Helen, &c.

37 1 . lygsiysgz
’

s, for typ
ifi es" .

402 . 51 “c f riez e", forfi tters.
4 10. woes} p sd rn ip sv, to gratify or to favor with thefl uem tfi t .

42 1 . Here is a very brief, but lively picture of the two parties, doing

honor to the rem ains of their slaughtered com rades.

4 43 . The gods look down with wonder upon this great work of the

Greeks. Neptune, fearing lest the fam e of their wall and trench shall ex ist

in the m em ories of m en, when thatwhich he built for Laom edon is forgotten,
obtains perm ission of Jupiter to destroy it.
467 . is A rip rm , from Lem nos. We learn frdm this passage that

Lcm nos was fam ous for its wines.

4 7 2 . citizen s, pu rchased wine. The enum eration of articles in the fol.

lowing lines, shows that trading was not carried on by means of coined

m oney, but with brass, iron, slaves, dre.

ILIAD
,
VIII.

1 . s ea t-ru l es, an epithet of Aurora, supposed to designate an earlier

hour than the epithet

8. dos s ier“ , from dw arfed , to M ild , to m ake void.

l 4. fiigslgss, abyss.

19. m erit x gw sinr. the golden chain, sim ply. Many have

this as an allegorical ex pression for one of the great laws of nature. gravi

ty, or the attraction of the sun. There is not the slightest probability that

any suchm eaning is intended.
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27 . " t" This preposition is often used to signify superiority , as in this

passage.

29. dycn a
'

p sm , amazed, or terrified at.

86. hroh sip tl
'

, we will suggest.

48. y in s for13scs.

48. Gargarus was a part of Ida.
«rip sm , a sacred spot, on

which a tw ple or altarstands.

54 . 57 33
°
ahrsii, and f orthwith.

56. Ka i 5s, even so, that is, notwithstanding.

60. The following lines give a spirited picture of the m eeting of the

arm ies. We almost hear the clash of shield and spear, the tum ult and the

groans of battle.

69. x gdm a f i l e rs-a , the golden scales.

70. f am l sy iss, causing long repose.

7 2 . fin s weighed down, portending death.

7 5, 76. The om en is terrific, and the description striking.

84 . Ka iecss, fatal, or vital.

87 . “ sp ecie s, the reins, by which the side horse was guided. Itwas

usual to attach an additional horse to the side of the chariot, which would

therefore be ready to supply the place of either of the other two, which

m ight happen to be disabled.
"

Trollope.

94 . s uch szs'c Ba l air, tu rning your back.

96. y iesrw c, that is, Nestor.

108 . 06
'

s n o
"
he" Aissi

'

s s, which I took fi v m E m s. Verbs

fying to deprive. &c. govern two accusatives.

1 2 1 . f l g‘, near orby .

1 29. de sp ise” , started back.

1 24 . t h an , clouded.

1 3 1 . n ix e d ", from a m i go , derived from a x is, a pen, would ha ve

been penned up . The word is very ex pressive.

162.

"
El”, &c. It was usual at the feasts to honor the chief m en

with the first seats, and larger and choice portions of food, &c.

1 7 8. worthy of no thought. Hector, full of courage, and

knowing that the omens of Jupiter are in his favor, ex horts the Trojans

to valor, and contem ns the ram parts thrown up by the Greeks.

185. Hector in the ex citem ent of the m om ent addresses his favorite

horses. From this speech it may be gathered, thatwom en were accustom ed

to loosen the horses from the chariot on their return from battle, and feed

them and from line 189, unless it is spurious, it seem s that the provender

86°
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was som etimes m ix ed with wine. It is m ost probable, however, that the

line is not genuine.

198 . sw im s, rods, passing across the shield and serving fora handle.

206. In copying the tex t, it has been thought best to copy it ex actly,

and to print the nam e divided as here.

2 15. Bil e/a im s, crowded .

222. p sya a sic u , huge, like a whale.

223 . y syu sip ss ép psc ieaws, so as to speak to the forces on both sides,

as to be heard at either ex trem ity .

880. a ssu ux isr, empty boasting.

247 . hw a
'

u 3
’

a isfl is In . The application of this is obvious — the

eagle signified Hector t the fawn denoted the fear and flight of the Greeks,
which, being dropt at the altar of Jupiter, showed that they would be saved

by the protection of that God . The word s c rap py?“ says Eusta

thius, has a great significancy in this place. The Greeks, having just

received this happy om en from Jupiter, were offering oblations to him under

the title of the Father of Oractcs.

” Pope.

282. Ma y. This word occurs frequently in Homer, in the sense of

help , deliverance, &c. , and som etim es is applied to persons, as here.

0 87 . 369 for

806. M in n, the sim ile is very beautiful. The circum stance mentioned

in line 308, that the head was weighed dow n by the helmet, adds to the

perfectness of the picture.

886. wi pes“ Lia i sing J en s, drove them back from the trench. The de

scription of Hector has a wonderful vividness.

348. This com pound has great signifieancy. It can

only be exp ressed by a periphrasis. D rove his horses abou t in every dim es

twn.

353 . a sa adneip sl
'

, from "as“ .

87 1 . y sssisu. The attitude of supplication is here alluded to, which

was to touch the knees of the person supplicated with one hand, and the

chin orheard with the other.

87 8. raisin : f espa m
'

ec . The participle here is in the accusative dual,

referring to the two goddeses, Juno and Minerva. The ex pression is

idiom atic, and the accusative is governed by the verb, though, strictly con

sidered, it is neuter.

396. x ssrgm sa ia s, obedient to the spur.

402 . I
‘

M " . I will tonne.

405. p i g' s
-

yea, m ay inflict, by overtaking orstriking them .

408. ba si s, poetical for57 3 1 3
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82.

'

Arga
'

la, &c. This speech of Diom edes is highly characteristic.

He had been reproached by Agam emnon with want of warlike spirit, and

now alludes to it, but only as becom es a warrior. His ex ploits have

already given him the right of retort. The speech is full of generous

courage, and rouses the enthusiasm of the listening council.

37 . 34463e one of two.

49. for ya
‘

re S i gnwith the favor of the Divinity. Th e agency of the

gods, appears to have been perpetually recognised, in the Homeric age.

Every enterprise was begun by propitiating them with sacrifices, libations.

prayers, 8m . E very com pact was sanctioned by solem nly calling them to

witness it. Every event was attributed to their agency, every success to

their favor, e
v

ery disaster to their anger. Even the bad conduct of m en

them selves, arising from the indulgence of evil tem per, turbulence,

avarice, was attributed to their interference, as we shall have occasion to

notice hereafter.

59. Ba n k ing, governed by weir understood.
7 9 .

'

Hp é rrzr, every day .

95. This speech of Nestor is very happily conceived. It belonged to

him as the aged counsellor, to begin the debate, by laying the subject

before the assembly, especially as it was necessary to impute the blam e of

the present unfortunate condition of the army to Agam em non. It would

have seem ed presum ptuous in any other, and it was a m atterof dimculty and

delicacy even forNestor. He begins with an ex pression of the highest

erence for Agam em non,
“
to whom Jupiter has given the sceptre.

”
He

then urges upon him the duty of listening to good counsels from others, and

declares his purpose of giving that which seem s to him best. He touches

upon Agam em non
’

s injustice towards Achilles, and his own attem pt to dis

suade him , with m uch skill, and in such language as would not irritate Aga

m em non. The am biguity of the word, p sy a l rif ogr, which m eans properly

gn atJrear-ted, but m ay m ean violent orhigh tempered , is happily adapted to

the object of the speaker, which was to m ake him fully sensible of his

wrong conduct, without awakening his pride or anger ; to m ake him think

that he had yielded to the im pulse of a malicious tem per, by telling him

that he had followed the leading of his great heart. Finally, he proposes
to propitiate Achilles, by acceptable gifts and soothing words, intending

that Agam em non shall take the hint and offer to restore the captive Brise
'

t
'

s,

whom he has robbed from Achilles
'

tent.

1 15. adverbially.

1 1 9. hwy-h iya , pernicious, destructive.

1 29. de riv es. not used fi r boiling, that is, vases, ornamental and for

m ix ing wine.
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124. clin ic , prizes in the race. From time imm em orial, the Greeks
were fond of this kind of am usem ent. The Olym pian, Isthm ian, Pythian,
dsc. gam es were established in obedience to this natural passion, and con

firm ed and increased it.

146. This word m ay m ean eitherwill.ou t a dam , orwithout

having a dowry or price paid. Here it bears the latterm eaning . In the

heroic age the custom was the reverse of that which afterwards grew up.

The bridegroom paid, either to the bride or her father, a m arriage dowry

and Agam em non
’

s ofi
'

er therefore was very liberal, forhe prom ised, not only

to give his daughterwithout the dowry, but to add, from his own, a m unifi

cent gift.

154 . t o] rifhnr, wal e-fast “ . These words show what som e of the

principal articles of wealth were in that age. On the whole, this speech of

Agam em non justifies the skill and tact of Nestor’s opening address. Aga.

m em non candidly acknowledges his fault, offers the desired reparation, and

even goes farther than could have been ex pected, by m aking an offer worthy

of a prince, in addition.

1 7 1 .
(Diem 3i x reelv fi ne, &c. This was one of the religious cerem o

nies prev ious to any im portant enterprise. Then followed the order for

silence and reverent attention (thesp ia n), then the libation, &c.

1 73 . indic ts, from i rhaiw .

1 86. T3: 3
'

J ess. This passage shows that m usic was, at a very early

period , a favorite am usem ent am ong the Greeks. It was also custom ary

to accom pany songs, in honor of the great ex ploits of heroes, by the lyre,

which was the m ost celebrated m usical instrum ent am ong the Greeks.

How appropriate was this em ploym ent to occupy the leisure of Achilles.

1 87 . {toy/av, the neck of the lyre, held in the left band.

196. lu g -6m m , taking them by the hand. Achilles
’
reception of the

em bassy is interesting as a picture of ancient hospitality.

206. Som e dispute has arisen in regard to the meaning of this

word. From the contex t it seem s m ost likely that it was a sort of table

on which the m eatwas placed before division. ls w eir abyg
’

r, in the tight

g
‘

the fi re, that is, rear the tire. The m aterials for the feast were pla
’

n,

and Achilles him self ofliciated as chief cook. What was wanting in

refinem ent was probably m ade up in an ex cellent appetite and hearty cheer.

They did not recline on couches, but sat at tables. After they had

removed the appetite for drink and food,
"
Ajax gives t nix the nod, in

relation to the business in hand. Then ensues a scene of the m ost remark

able character, in several respects. The speeches are adm irable m odels of

several kinds of eloquence, and suit ex actly the characters of the spam
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as well as the object which they wished to gain. Ulysses opens the busing ;

because he is skilled in council. His speech is conceived with great just.

ness and power. He begins with an allusion to their hospitable reception,

but quickly turns to the unhappy condition of the Greeks, the audacity of the

'

lkojans, and the invincible daring of Hector, who longs for the day to

come that he may com plete his vengeance. He calls upon Achilles to

rouse him self, and defend his countrym en from the im pending destruction.

It is to be observed, thathe dwells particularly upon the bearing of Hector, in

the hope of am using the personal pride of Achilles. He rem inds him of

the com m ands of Peleus, on the p oint of his departure to the war, and

then enum erates the gifts which Agam em non prom ises as an ex piatory

oflering ; and if Agam em non and his gifts are abhorre d, he entreats him to

look with com passion upon the other Greeks, who will honorhim as a God.

The speech concludes with another, and m ore direct, allusion to the glory

which he m ight acquire by killing Hector, who boasts that no one of the

Greeks is equal to him self.
"

The reply of Achilles is characteristic. He declines at once the pro

posal. He touches slightly upon his serv ices— the m any spoils he had

won for Agam em non, who had distributed but few and retained

m any.

"
The portions which other chieftains received have rem ained in

their possession, but his alone is taken away . His allusion to the cause

if the war, and the application of it to his own case, are adm irable ;

and the sentim ents with which he accom panies it are natural and bean

i fnl. He alludes to the works which have been thrown up since he

left the army , but declares that all these cannot arrest the progress d

the m an- slaying Hector. His purpose is to return on the m arrow us

his native land. He repeats with additional assurances, his determ ina

tion to m eddle no m ore with the war, refuses to m arry Agam em non
’
s

daughter, and resolves that he will, the restof his life, enjoy the possessions

which “ the old m an, Peieus, has acquired.
”

He m entions the two- fold

fi ts which had been destined to him from his birth, but he will still return

and counsel others to do the sam e. He com m ands the m essengers to

announce his determ ination, and prepare som e other m eans of defence,

than thatwhich they have devised, in the hope that he would give up his

wrath.&c. This speech is well worth studying, with a view to its a n

tot
'ical ex cellences m erely.

The speech of Phoenix , is very difi
‘

erent, and very curious. The old

man looks upon Achilles with affection, and hears his determ ination with

serum . He then enters upon a long and rather garrulous account of bk

early adventures, before he knew the father of Achilles. We cannot
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98. insid ers, from £110 There seem s no necessity for doubling the

3, d would be long without it.

124 . lp le wgifl eer,W a s.

1 25. “ hip ster, for“ l lam a , and that is poetical for “ M iss

1 84 . A wai t , double, that is, winding twice round his body.
189. e tgl

‘

pgim dad
'

lad, the sound came to his senses, he quickly

heard the sound.

145 . artisan , from N o. Such distress has overcome, or costs onrr the

150. Bi n The following lines are concise, but ex trem ely graphic.

The scene appears at once before the reader
’
s m ind.

1 58. A} ! f ed) an tic-ah awning him by the foot, with his toe.

160. 930 4 453, the hill, in the m idst of the plain.

167 . “dza rit, in this passage, indefatigable.

1 7 3. le i eves; lee-

a f ar defici t. a proverbial ex pression
—ir stands on

the edgeqf a razor—we are all in the m ost dfflicult a
'

tualion.

199.

'

Er ad aefp, i na clear spot.

206. icx ae
-ia w a , strag

g ling .

224 . Eu
’

v rt 30
"
lex spsisat, nom inative absolute. N going 008650 :

one perce
iv es or discovers bfi n another, how an adamttage may he gained .

227 . These lines well describe the eagerness of the heroesto accom pany

Diomedes. The repetition of the verb gives vivacity and rapidity to the

scene.

247 . “ cloths. The force of the preposition in com position is to be

observed. Since he knows above, orm ore than, others.

252.

'

At rga hi hi, the stars are far advanced, and the night is pass d,

m ore than two parts.

258. Spa ts: fl and i n ns“ .withou t cone or crest. arsenic-sf, a sort

g
“

cap .

263. M au i “in ", rows qf boars
’
teeth were arranged on the ou tside,

for the purpose of strengthening the cap, and it was lined with the t h at or

flit to protect the head.

274. team , a Item . The two following lines show how careful

the poet always was to be true to nature. The little circum stance , that

they could not see the heron, but only heard him , stamps the descriflitn

with an air of verisim ilitude, which is at once recognised.

281 . taun t" , accusative pl. from luszttir.

285. Ev a
'

s, from u isy a n, form ed from the 2d aorist in o
'

p es.

290. s
‘en a t u s, an old fem inine form of f en a r.
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294 . m aria, &c. Itwas the custom to adorn the horns of the victim

with gold. It was also necessary, according to the allusion in the preceding

line, that the victim should neverhave been used for any ordinary purpose.

882. 1.40pm tws
'

v t. This phrase frequently, perhaps generally,

would m ean, he perj ured himself. Here it m eans only, he swore an oath

which was not fulfilled.

335. u rchins, lined With weasel shin.

841 , et seq. The stratagem proposed by Ulysses is in keepi ng with

his reputation for ready resource.

851 . iat-hogs . An allusion to agriculture. There are two ex planations

of it. l st. It is said, if a pair of m ules and a pair of ox en be em ployed

in ploughing together, the m ules will reach the end of the furrow first, and

the distance between them is the k iss” tip siu n. 2dly. It is said, the land is

twice ploughed, first with ox en and then with m ules, and the frin ge is the

space between two team s of m ules ploughing the sam e field, which has once

bean broken up by the ox en. The student m ay choose for himself.

861. The sim ile is highly appropriate and lively.

362 . p ursu its, forp tp sp ssair, from musi c .

87 5. Bags‘m
'

u n, d om inating, through fear.

401 . im p air" , aspired after, spoken in irony.

408. lap tip tm . This is analogous to our English idiom , hard to be

subdued.

4 18. w e): ‘l x ‘efl . This ex pression refers to native Trojans.

457 . (Dlryy sp lsw , while he waswa lking.

460. Anircht, the plunder
-
sr.

462. whiten ! this term ination to the plural of the article occurs but

rarely .

463. iw C- v ip sl
'

, poetical for ir aCsneip tla .

$66. hither, for”A”.

47 5.

’

EEin haled)“ r ep a
i

r
-

sr, from the edge of the Noe“, or sem i

circle in frontof the chariot.

480. p lat”, inactive. In the Tragedians the word m eans wretched.

It occurs frequently in the (Edipus Tyrannus and the Medea.

483. iwm rgwa
'

lns, on all sides.

493 . drifter” gri p if
'

a iof a
'

iv, that is, needle, fi r they were not yet

accustom ed to them 3 they had but lately arrived, and had not yet taken part

in the war.

502.

'

Pu
'

tsn t, whistled.

5 15. i l aw ssf nir, careless watch.

540. «is » thin: rim s tow, the word was hardly spoken.

87
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804. W M M M W M tk M

57 2. flea aecnaative fnrnp n .

theirbodice with oil, which by softening and m oistening the fleab, prev“

too great a dissipation. and restores the natural strength.
” Pope.

516. l eap-id eas. bathing -tuba.

57 7 . Air
’

, probably from an old adjective, My} , ace-53.

Tbe libation to M inerva, with which the boolr closes, and the ofi rw
mentioned in line show. among numberless: other pasaagea, the

et ha ne carefulneaa of the andenta to pay dne honor to tbe goda.

ILIAD, x 1.

4. ( A lp aca rig" . the Signal J war.

1 1 .
'
Oela

’

, M y.

90. a token offi m dxhl
'

p .

94 , et aeq. are rem arkable for the particularity of the dela ‘iption.

Jp n, stripes, twi n “, g
'

lead.

25. t u n e-icon , of tin. It is m atter of great doubt

were. The probability is that which has been stated.

26. des pix afl , from kiyo, for5p x r

97 . 1pm » lead ers, like the rainbow. It in finely rem arked by Trollope,

that, of all the points of resemblance, which m ay be discovered betwe n

the sentim ents, associations, and ex pressions of Homer, and thoee of file

Sacred Writings, thla aim ilitnde ia perhape the m oat striking ; and there

can be little doubt, that it ex hibits a traditional vestige of the purl-m in i

record of God
’
s covenant, in Gen. ix . 1 3 . LXX. ed C5!” pu t f ilm in

w?”fi l th x 61 li e-l a tic rap t?” 5rd p in eM an) 03: 7 3“

62 . J am , full. This sim ile ia lively. and has the charm whichw
to all figures borrowed directly from nature.

67 . lip -wig", mowers or reopen herein. opposite. This is to be

ex plained by the ancient m ode of reaping and mowing, which wan th fol

lowing. The workm en divided into partiea. beginning at the oppni h and.

of the field and m eeting in the m iddle. It was thus naturally a matter d

rivalry to ace which should do its part first. Hence the propriety d the

figure, applied to two hostile arm ies. advancing rapidly towarda each othc .
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364 . p lu m , you arewont.

$85. Tails-s , &c. These epithets are intended to convey the greatest

contempt. Bow-m an, thou who flghtest with the how, not daring to trust

thyself to the open battle. It is said that archery was not considered sn

honorable a m ode of warfare as other kinds of fighting, because it did not

so readily adm it the ex ploits depending on personal prowess. The other

epithets are obvious.

398 . M ileage. This word denotes the ex trem ity of grief, lacerased

M M m ?f the f aces

4 13.
”E l ve s, for sil ica , from sil iu , shut him up , surrounded him .

494. re
f

s-pram s, the novel.

455. s n paoira, shall perform fim eral rites. It was held necessary to

the repose of the shade, that proper funeral honors should be paid to the

‘

body of the dead.

509. p sru k rl‘w os, giving way .

587 . lrwn if paw, the lire of the wheels

548.

‘flr 3
°
a llow . There are several points to be noticed in these two

sim iles. First, Ajax is com pared to a lion who has been prevented by the

watchfulness of the herdsm en and their dogs from preying upon the cattle.

He is bold and terrible, but numbers thwart him , and prevent him from

accom plishing his purpose. Secondly, his retreat is com pared to the obsti

nate and slow retreat of an ass from a field, when young m en surround him

and beat him with clubs. Their power on him is but sm all, and he retires,

butonly when he has satiated him self in the richpasture. The single point of

com parison, it m ust be observed, is the almost indom itable obstinacy of the

anim al in withdrawing from the tem pting repast. So far, the illustration

is unwise derogatory to the character of the warrior. Whatever apparent

m eanness m ay be found in it, arises wholly from later associations with the

nam e of this m uch- abused and long - suffering beast. It is well known that

in ancient tim es and am ong the Oriental nations, the ass was held in high

repute. The ancient listener to the song of Hom er would think of none

of the ridiculous im ages which ex ist in the m ind of the m odern reader.

574 . 1 41 3 4514 v , eager to serials them selves with hisflesh. The genitn

of the poet anim ates all things that com e within its m agic influence. The

arrow leaps forth from the bow, eagerto fly am ong the hostile throng the

spu r is stopt in the shield, while urging its way onward, eager to taste of.

or to satiate itself with, the flesh, &c. The student will observe innume

rable instances of this, which give an incomparable liveliness to the objects

and scenes that the poet describes.
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624. s usua
'

r

'

, for an d " , a potion, literally, a m .

630. se‘p u r, onion . This onion was very diflirrent from the root which

nowp sses under that name. It had a sweet flavour, and was need to im part

an agreeable taste to wine. It is in high repute at the present dsy in

Keyst

680. f or; :q f , a relish to the drink.

681 . x l ueir, fi es/t, de v ils, M l.

632 . H ireSi “f a t. The cup of Nestor is described with considerable

particularity. It was adorned with golden studs, with four rings or handles,

being double, and with two otherhandles, carved, and representing doves.

639. m 5, im p. from g rip s, sam e as su b , to grate. She grated goat
’

s

m ilk cheese upon it.

659. { hei rs/s in s, sh i p s": 1 1 . The difference between these seem s to be

that the first is hit, as by an arrow, or j avelin, and the second wounded as

by a sword. This long speech of Nestor m ust be judged in reference to

the characterof the speaker. It m ay be rather tedious, but cannot, on

that principle, be considered out of place. It m ay be ratherweak in the
old gentlem an, but not therefore indicative of weakness in the poet.

674 .

'

Pt
i

n
'

ix swip sm , literally, dr
'
r
'

vusg assay the cattle by m y 0
'

retali ation, for what had been previously carried off by the other party.

7 54 . " adios, ex tended.

7 62.

‘fls for, thus I was. sfrrsv
'

fer yr, perhaps, y I m ay tell what
I once was among m en.

764. p lwu u v
’

f fd l l, will warp or lament qfterwards, will repentwhen

it is too late.

7 96, et seq. Nestor closes his long story by proposing to Patroclus,
thathe should obtain Achilles

’

perm ission to wear his arm our, and sppear on

the field, that theTrojans m ight think itwasAchilles him self, and the Greeks

thus obtain som e respite.

824 . «ru in -ran, will rush, tnat is. in flight.

This book is full of stirring events. The war is apparently drawing

towards a crisis, unfavorable for the Greeks. Many of their leaders have

been wounded, and there is great danger that they will be driven to take

refuge in their ships. It is a characteristic circum stance, that Achilles

should send his friend Patroclus, to inquire who it is that has just been

brought back wounded from the battle. His anger is gratified with the

disasters which he sees gathering over the Grecian cause, in consequence of

his absence ; his pride has been gratified by the em bassy sent with splendid

ofl
'

ers to conciliate him : he has threatened to return home, but does not

intend to perform his threat, partly because he wishes to enjoy in person

37 °
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still farther gratification of his revenge, and partly because he thinks that

his reappearance in the scene of combat will give a new aspect to the war,

and half anticipates that an occasion m ay be m ade by the audacity of Hec

tor, to call him out in defence of his own ships.

ILIAD
,
x n .

2.

’
12-r was tending .

4 . Ti pper, &c. , the trend s of the Greeks and the m a beyond it, that is,

beyond it from the Trojans.

1 7 . This episode, as the student will im m ediately observe, is introduced

in advance of the story .

29. ¢ tf ¢3 7 s o)Aria s, the foundations of trunks of m and d am .

54 . any » ) y i e iwnetpiu , overhanging ridges.

55 . coal it ion s, a paIwade, stakes.

66. m in : 7 4g, for the passage is narrow, and there I think the chariots

will
‘

be endangered or destroyed .

1 9 1 . cu rac y, ix iia , the gates, the

1 25. e ss aéy sw u , from an old verb a sz l tiysh

1 47 . dize re s, for 3s3s7 p iru sin
'

.

160 . dp p ru
i
n dds-m , sounded sharply . The whole of this description

is clear and graphic. The contest before the walls, the audacity of the

Troj ans, and the resistance of the Greeks. are congenial tothe poet
'

s powers

1 7 9. d u x ts
'

a rs, from hu x iar, plup. for rindx st

200.

”
0045, a bard, the eagle, separating or flying between the hosts, so

as to be on the left of the Trojans, which was an ev il om en to than, last

favorable to the Greeks.

233. Its-3 re suiiir, seriously. This speech of Hector is worthy of

attention. In the ardor of the contest he forgets the dangers of his situ

tion, disregards the threatening om en, and bru h out in the fellawin

noble sentim ent

ET; ohm ic dean
-

st, 6p tin d er “ cl it"s
-

(es.

One om en is best, to fight form country.

254. ”its ”3 7 , the preposition and understood.

258. Kgs
'

n er, the pinnacles h i atus, m m .
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ILIAD,
m u .

8. “ has epic ", tun ed in anotherm

6.

'

Im p shya
'

iv. So called from their simple diet, consisting p ingi

p lly of m ares
'

m ilk. They were a people living on the northoeastem

coast of the Eux irre ses. These epithets are som etim es supposed to he the

gentile denom inations of diflirrent tribes : but they are all n su pfi le of

interpretation, as epithets applied to the Hippswsolgi. Thus 7 1 ." q
M a sters, “in , content with scanty subsid ence, h , though great doubt

hangs over the etym ology of the latter.

18. rel/s t, &c. The m agnificence of this description has been univer

sally adm ired. It is quoted with great approbation by Longinns. The

mountains and the forest trem ble under the imm ortal feet of Neptune, as
he descends from the sum m it, and goes towards his hom e in the deep.

Having harnessed his horses, he drives them to the Grecian fleet. h e

efl
'

ect of his presence on the inhabitants of the sea is highly poetical, and

the picture is at once beautiful and imposing.

36. f iles, fetter
-

s or shackles.

43. 059391, for abs-air, referring to the till}!

83. han dles, rely mod.

59. f ant a sies, the sam e as ( s tin ger, a sceptre on to} :

60. u n f air, pert. m id , from s it ed , gelatty m .

7 2. deiyw ru , easily known.

90. pu s
-
scri ptsu s, placing him self am ong th at.

109. ¢ vt¢ zsv§g tim id orm um s.

1 14.
'
Hp sa

'

s 7
’
“if “ in s, it is by now right that W , 5c.

1 19. Asa-n it, a coward.

1 28. Au n t “. This word is susceptible of two interpretations,
—
pn

m ae pmpleJ rom Las
‘

s and “m i nd-W W W
and a “.

1 30. qua-m s. &G. This description of the array of the Greeks is

strikingly vigorous.

1 37 . ihsss
'

s
'

esx ss, understand l ik e. The epithet means, M “

its wwrse. This sim ile has been m uch aad justly adm ired. The lines, ia

rhythm and sound, are happily descriptive of the rock in its downward

course, which shadbws forth the descent of Hector upon the Gret awho

await hitn, between the wall and the ships. When the rock ” the

level ground, it stops, and remains imm ovable . so Hector masts the

Gredra and his career is arrested by a flrm repulse.
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146. p l x
’
lyx ypflu

’

r, pressing, hand to hand.

162. “ 016, the end of theM , which is inserted in the spear-head.

1 91 . den s, from snap“ , m u ra l.

sot.
'
Hs s ii pm cou p le

'

s, and Ire threw it (the head) like a ball.

212. the part of the leg behind the knee, as h es-gorge.

287 . Emotes
-ir 3

'

am t, &c., the united m arge, even g
’

cowards,

240.

'

Dsp sn its 3
'

in . Idomeneus
’
appearance is adorned with all the

splendor of description. The sim ile is vivid and striking. It is borrowed

from the sublim est phenom enon in nature, and gives in a single line the

m agnificent im age.

261 . in
’

ofl a c apo-sla ves , he placed the splendid chariot against the

dds-walls at the entrance.

27 1 . Quietnes s, from lgeigsp ar, a derivative from the pel
'f. m id. of fear.

27 5, et seq. This is a noble passage. The diflin'
ence between the

conduct of the brave m an and that of the coward is drawn withgreat vigor

and beauty.

288. am , as if from Bl ip .

3 15. i1 50” , from poetic for li aison .

884 . The sim ile is one whose tru th is known to every body by ocular

evidence. The liveliness of the following description is a good ex ample of

Hom er
’
s powerof conveying a distinct picture by choosing a few ex pres

sive words. The m an-destroying tight bristles with the long j lesls-p ieru
’

ng

spears, &c. The bra zen splendor, from the glittering helmets, the newly

polished breastplates, and the shining shields, dazzles the eyes. He m ust

be bold -hearted indeed who could look without shrinking upon the struggle.

h r.

94 7 . Z u
‘

arp ly, &c. These lines contain a distinct intimation of the pur

poses of Jove. He wished to ex alt Achilles, and do honor to Thetis, but

he did not wish to destroy the Greeks wholly.

852. r
‘
ofl Easd rir, a very ex pressive com pound, combtgdrspfi 'onm mder.

37 1 . 3d adefi n e , governed by 84A”, leap ing high.

382 . isla n d , fathers- ia -law, so called because they received from their

daughters
’
suitors the an , or marriage-gifts.

'

Dre custom has been

before alluded to.

385. ae r
'

5pm , over the shoulders (of Asius).

( 07 . Assam-fir, round, “ rim s
”
, two rods crossing each other lnside tbs
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87 . “sim u desiring to see. There is a - class of verbs ending

called deriderntice, several of which occur in Hom er.

7 7 . iv thi s" igpu
'

en p ss, let sss hold them at anchor.

89. W rists”, for” van ish ”.

92. leer. Britta , to speak things agreeable to prudence.

101 . he'sws m sism v, from M at ch less, will look round, as if to

s cape.

1 28. kx a vss, rows.

1 29. ix sip sln, let us keep W M !“

142. capacit ors, m ay God destroy hint ; from the adjective eagl is,

right-med.

154. i f ) fine, fi ves the sum m it orpeak.

162. in du ce s, having adorned.

1 64.

'H
, x eu ii, on account of her heauty.

169, et seq. These are very curious as a description of Juno
’
s toilette.

It is probably copied from the custom s of the heroic age, heightened by a

few poetic additions.

201 .

'

fla sa sis es. From this passage it appears that Juno was educated

by Oceanus and Tethys, after Saturn was dethroned ; that these two divim
'

o

ties bad quarrelled, and Juno pretended a wish to reconcile than in order to

obtain the Cestus of Venus. They are represented as living at the ex trem i

ties of the earth, which is according to the well known idea, that the

stream of the Oceanus encom passed the earth.

22
'

s
”Argu s

-
n , has here an active sense. unsuccesgid, without having

accom plished.

225. There is an a
’

e
'

rial lightness and sprightliness in these lines which is

beautifullv descriptive of the progress of Juno.

252. iAsEa , I pul to sleep .

2 7 1 . a
’

a
'

a rsa, inviolable.

291 . Kam ila. 8sc. Aristotle, as quoted by Trollope, observes, till

the Ionians call the Chalcis (owl) s im ila rthe latter was the com mon nam e

of the bird, the form er the m ore ancient, which seem s to be Homer
’
s

m eaning when he speaks of the difl
’

erent names used by gods and men.

307 . weap w esr
'

gr, at theM y
'

the m aintain.

This story of the deception practised upon Jupiter by Juno, speaks bu

little for the sagacity of the king of gods and men. Longinus makes the
general rem ark of Hom er

’
s representing the gods as liable to human p s

sions and infirm ities, that unless they are allegorically understood, they are

altogether im pious and indecorous. It is not to be ex pected of the poet

worthily to shadow forth the Supreme Spirit of the universe in his Julia .
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but ratherto give a poetical ex istence to the powerwhich im agination m ight

conceive as working in the im m ediate occurrences of the world, while the

Alm ighty Power dwelt in his pavilion of clouds,
"
which even the genius

of Hom er could not approach.

During the slum bers of Jupiter, the afiairs of the war take a different

turn. Neptune rouses the Greeks to resistance. Hector anim ates the

Trojans. The contest which ensues calls out all the power of the poet.

The sea dashes against the tents and ships of the Greeks,—the arm ie s

m eet, with a terrible uproar; but neither the roaring Of the waves, driven

by the fierce wind against the shore, nor the roaring of the flam es in a

blazing forest, norof a hurricane am ong the trees, is so loud, as the shouts

of the Trojans and Greeks rushing upon each other.

The poet then selects from the m élée, the two m ost conspicuous heroes,

Ajax and Hector. The contest between them possesses a breathless inter

est. We feel the vast efforts of the com batants in the v igor of the ner

vous verse, and the fall of Hector is like the fall of an oak, torn up from

the roots by a stroke of Jove
’

s thunderbolt ; and all the circum stances of

the overthrow, are told with a distinctness that brings the scene at once

before the eye. His friends rush to the rescue, and he is borne away ,

senseless, to the bank of the river. They dash water upon him : hrs

breath returns : h e opens his ey
e s : he vom its blood, and falls back

again in a swoon. The m use of Hom er shows her m ost wonderful power

in such scenes as this.

463 . A mn s n
’
izas, springing aside obliquely .

499. s é lsm v, like the head g
‘

a poppy , air understood.

509 . b led”. spoils taken f rom the enemy .

In this book there are m anv striking ex cellences, and som e passages

highly objectionable. The description of the girdle of Venus is am ong the

m ost fanciful sketches of poetry ; m any circum stances in the m eeting of

Jupiter and Juno are beautifully conceived, but the effect of the whole is

disgusting . The conclusion of the book is in the highest straiir of the

Homeric m use.
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ILIAD
,
x v .

8. 3
'

m for3
'

q this term ination is used for the most part in the

dative, but som etim es also in the genitive.

10. i n vit es", from c rew ‘s, fi tting or senseless. The noun is gov

erned by s ari understood.

16. s a s sflaplns, evil m achinations, from fi red , to sew.

19.

"
Al y ssa“ snails.

24 . buys-sl im , having but little power.

87 . 2 7 07 3; 834 . The Styx was the m ost solem n object of adjun tion.

We m ay observe also,
"
says Trollope, that the earliest form of an oath

seem s to have been by the elem ents of nature, or rather the deities who

preside over them

60, et seq. Jupiter discloses, in this speech, the final determ ination of

his purposes, in regard to the war. Hector is to resum e the battle, and

inspire the Greeks with cowardly fear,
”
and drive them to the ships of

Achilles. Achilles is to send forth his friend Patroclus, who is destined to

fall by the hand of Hector. Achilles enrag ed by this event, is to return

to the field and slay Hector ; then the Trojans shall be continually repulsed

until the destruction of Troy. But this shall not take place until the full

m easure of Achilles
'

vengeance is accom plished. The poem proceeds in

accordance with this declared purpose of Jupiter, to the final catastrophe ,

and the funeral rites of Hector.

80.

‘

flr 3 3r
’

. The illustration in the following lines is one of the m ost

beautiful in Hom er. The rapid passage of Juno is com pared to the speed

of thought, by which a traveller revisits in im agination the scenes over

which he l.as passed. No sim ile could m ore ex alt the power of the god

(less.

86. haza rdo u s, from dtru u
’

sp a c, they received her with their right

hands and pledged herwith their cups.

101 . 63
’

ly iu n ss. The picture is strikingly true to nature. The

ile upon the lip, and frown upon the brow, ex press adm irahlv the state

of m ind inwhich the goddess m ust be supposed to have been.

1 10. h rsp
’

, I firm . The general m eaning of this verb is, to q nect

any thing whatever. It more com m only m eans to hope. The correspond.

ing noun late-u , bears the sam e prim itive signification, though it oftener

occurs in the signification of hope.

1 14 . u vawgasfn
'

, with the palm tun ed M um
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492 . if “ ; for deserve s.

494. 3; 36a ss, &c. This sentiment is noble and patriotic. It is in

strict keeping with the character of Hector, who always appears as his

country
’
s cham pion, and ready to die in her defence. Our sympathies go

with him ; we involuntarily wish him success, and deplore bis m isfortune,

though we adm ire the invincible courage of his m ore fortunate antagonist.

His actions and sentim ents, springing from the sim plest feelings of our

nature, will alway s com m and applause, and under all circum stances and

every form of political ex istence; will be im itated by the defenders of their

country.

502 . '5' i ces”, now is the time. The speech of Ajax is anim ating and

powerful. It is conceived in the true spirit of a warriorrousing his fellow

ers to m ake a last effort to repel the enem y.

512. n y éywlu , to waste away by degrees.

52 1 . i f si m s, poet. 2 aor. from hy ping
-i n s.

533 . driest! “ m en
'

s, a m eans of avoiding, that is, o dg
'

enoe agas
'

ssst the

enemy.

582 .

“
Q ; lwl l ei. There is an evident change in the manner of descrip

tion in the latter portion of the Iliad. Instead of telling directly what was

done, the poet addresses him self frequently, as in this instance, to the agents

orparticipators in the action or sufliering.

586. Sac) u nis fien ds
-
r fem ale, like a toad beast who has done som e

590.

’

HXih &c. The choice of words in this line is ex quisite. Every

one is essential, and tells in the description.

592 . Tea .36. The contest has been gradually thickening . It has

now arrived at a desperate crisis. Hector is resolved to fire the fleet, and

fulfill the prayer of Thetis. Jupiter urges him on to a certain point, both

that he m ay accom plish the purpose of avenging Achilles, and the rem otes

but final purpose of calling out Achilles, by the death of Patroclus, and

of thus bringing about the destruction of Troy. The appearance d
'

Hector is described with all the splendors of the m artial m use. He foam s

at the m outh ; his eyes flash beneath his stern brows ; his helm et waves

terribly over his tw ples . He rushes upon the thickest array of the

enem y, but cannot break through the serried ranks, for they stand like a

rock on the seashore, which abides unm oved the shock of the whistli ng

winds and the foam ing waves that dash against it. The description is car

ried on with a profusion of sim iles, which give a vivid idea of the terribh

confusion, the desperate charge, and the firm repulse. by which the hsttle

is characterized.
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628. w els
‘

s ydg i t
'

is Sa ra
'

s“ pictures, they are borne up front death

but a little. An ex pressive description of the condition of a ship in a

storm , one m om ent, plunged apparently into the deep, and the nex t,

hom e up from death on the crest of a m ighty wave.

653 . Elen a'
s} 3

'

tyin w s sti r, and they (the Greeks) were fi cing the

ships, that is, the ships in the first line and nearest the trench, from which

they had been driven, and which had served for a m om entary defence.

They are soon driven to the tents, between the ships and the sea. f ol in

verse 654 refers to the Trojans. In this hopeless condition, Nestor’s elo.

quence assum es a vigorous strain ; he entreats them by their wives and

children, and by their parents, whether living or dead. to be m en . His

eloquence, as usual, is successful ; their spirits are roused and they rally .

M inerva rem oves from their eyes the m ist (which however has not been

alluded to before), and light breaks in upon the scene of com bat. The

em battled arm ies understand their situation. Ajax resum es his com m anding

station, and, with Hector, shares the chief interest of the contest. His

attitude and ex ploits are noble. The poet seem s to be anim ated by a will

to do im partial justice, and now em ploys his genius in giving due glory to

the bravery of the Grecian hero.

67 9. s u m
-igm , to ride on horseback. Trollope afiirm s that

“
the cus.

tom here alluded to of vaulting from the back of one horse to that of

another, is still practised with great dex terity in the East.
"
The figure well

illustrates the position of Ajax , who leapt from ship to ship, on the decks,

h e“ : repelling the Trojans and anim ating the Greeks.

705. ais ua
'

l su, a swifl sailer.

709 . eli x i r, the assaults. The description in the following lines is vigo

rous and condensed.

7 1 7 . This was the upper ex trem ity of the stern, on which

a staff was erected.

7 29. Gear” , a ba tch.

7 38. in es l s ia 35‘s” in n-rte, having anotherhost, to supply ourstrength,

to sustain us.

7 4 1 . T; i.w e?as“ , &c. m erefore our sqfi ty is. in our hands, not

in shrinking from battle.

This book is characterized by a clear developem ent of the counsels of

Jupiter. The battles are described with wonderful vigor ; the leading

heroes com e forward in stronger relief than usual ; and the ad
'

airs of the

warare brought to a critical and interesting point.
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ILIAD
,
XVI .

4 . home‘s, dark.

7 . hu ngove r, perf. psss. , why are you in tears? The picture in the fol

lowing lines is a hom ely but lively one.

22. Mh"p ica , be not angry with m e.

29. in “ , an im perfect in the sense of the present.

81 . Ain ‘t" , u nhappily brace.

4 1 . leasi n g, likening m e to you , that is, taking me foryou. It was the

wish of Patroclus, as ex pressed in this finely conceived address, to assum e

the arm our of Achilles, that he m ight thus force the Trojans into a retreat,
by the terror of Achilles

’

prowess.

54. f esCsCsiz’, m ay surpass in power, alluding to Agam em non.

57 . arséfl n a , acqu ired possession j
59. p u s si es-m , a sfj ourner.

60.

'

A1 1 5 rd p iv rese ts
-17x !“ ia

'

t sp sv, but let as loose the p ad .

62. p arrlp ‘v, my wrath.

68. Ka t in a , are close upon, 8. pl. pert. pass. poetical.

69. mil s; f i t s , the whole city, that is, all the form s 9’ the city.

7 1 . 37 5 61 003, ditches.

7 8. a‘ scm
'

w rm , breaks around m e, that is, the voice of Hector.

100. i tch sefi sp u , the sacred walls. The close Of this lpeech shows

with what accuracy the poet conceived the feelings of a passionate mm .

Nothing can be m ore absurd than this passage in itself considered, and

nothing m ore true to nature, when ex am ined in relation to the character of

Achilles.

102. Al
’
s ; 3

’

iva if
'

bum s. The picture of the situation of Ajax ,
ex hausted by his efforts, pressed by the arm s of his assailants and the will

of Jupiter, is one of great lifesom eness.

106. s i r eati ng for sa ri Qi l aga .

128. sta irs Qvnvh d u st y , lest the m eans f m y u ni t no longer.

129. A lin a, an im perative from the form “can .

I4S. H ab i ts p i l lar, an ashen spew fi 'om Paton.

147 . p ai
'

m o
'

p osmis, to om it his command.

I6]. yu ef
‘
nn s des ign s, with theirbroad and “tended tow .

166.

'

Pa
'

m r eagerly m ated.

1 7 2. Z ap-a im s, sec s
-la v. The difi rence in these words has been no

ticed before. It seem s that ”psalm s here signifies the degree of comm and
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361 . Es im e
’

, sna tched, or listened keenly to.

363. « is , either for tra in , 1 . aor. or 3. sing. isnp. from the old verb

d ams.

37 1 .
'
Azaw

'

, dual, refering to the pairs of horses.

37 9. hrsz up CGAiazav, were overturned with a crash.

390. an d } , crags.

892. if ) s i c, headlong .

395. “04 ( aw ard s, that is, the Trojans. Patroclus, having repelled

the Trojans from the ships had intercepted their retreat, and was driving

them back again towards the fleet.

403.

'

Ht fl a
'

k sis, sat crouching.

4 19. im rcsx iraom s, having breastptates without the p it y , which was an

under and lower cincture, beneath the breastplate, and serving for an addi

tional protection to the body.

426.

'
H is , &c. Th e sim ile of the two vultures illustrates strongly the

savage fury with which the two warriors rushed to the conflict.

453 . A im-Actwi n 36. The request here made is afterwards fulfilled.

459. A ip a fl iera g 33 sk i d“ , bloody drops.
'

lhe ph- ornenon is de

signed as a portent of approaching death.

469. p e n is, 2. nor. from (sex i st.

481 . Qcisss, the diaphragm . im am from info , poetical pert.

491 . (swim sr, groaned in anger.

507 . l if ts forMia mi ” , 2 aor. pass. , after the chariot was 143 by the

chiefi , that is, Sarpedon and his charioteer.

515, 516. “som e 3! aria wi se st
'

i n sists—'

Asiet anisp isq, you

give heed to. The construction is an unfrequent one.

562 . Th e contest over the body of Sarpedon is nobly described. The

darkness spread over the com batants, is the cloud of dust raised by the

melee.

574 . ia is'sw s, came as a supph
'

ant to, according to a custom which has

before been ex plained.

584. The direct address of the poet to Patroclus is another instance of
that change in m annerwhich has already been noticed.

589. c iym in: ftfl i, the throw of a dart.

61 7 . igx arfl is r te. This stroke of railing upon Meriones is thunded

upon the custom of his country for the Cretans were peculiarly addicted to

this ex ercise, and in
p
articularare said to have invented the Pyrrhic dance,

688. Ta in an . Tbe ringing of the shields struck by the m is

wdl described by the sim ile of the woodcutter
'

s ax e in the forest.
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642. Besfi iv fl , an im itative word, ex pressing the sense by the sound, buss.

658. ieh cl i n i c-a , the sacred scales of Jup iter, that is, by figure, the

decree or determ ination of Jupiter.

668.

’

Eah
l

s is , the construction is som ewhat confused, but the sentence

may be thus rendered going away from the battle, purify Sarpedon fine:

the gore, and, carry ing him firr of , wash him , &c.
'

Dre com mand of

Jupiter that Sarpedon should be conveyed by Sleep and Death to Lycia,
is in accordance with the request in line 453 .

685. real p iy
’

s
’
ra
’

d s, and was greatly deceived in his m ind, orwas led

into a dreartfid fate.

702. hy x a
'

in s, the elbow here, a corner orangle.

7 14 . l asts" , from fil m“, togather, to collect together.

7 22. Ail i
'

n s “crass, &c., would that I were as m uch superior as I am

infi rt
'

or to you .

7 45.
“
0. f irm . This kind of insulting raillery seem s to have been very

comm on in the heroic age.

7 4 7 . this. 3403s, searching for oysters.

7 54. Jam , 2 pers. 2 nor. for3A“ .

765. These lines are rem arkably vigorous. Burns and Notua, tear

ing up trees whose branches are interwoven, and the crash of their

breaking, give an animated picture of the battle, the clash of the spears,

the winged arrows leaping from the string, and the huge stones dashing

against the shields of the com batants.

7 7 9. fi wAw isls, towards evening , so called, as theetymology of theword

indicates, from loosing the ox en.

7 85, 7 86.

'

Dre poet is describing Patroclus in the third person. He

suddenly changes, and addresses him directly, as if, in the impetuosity of

the description, be im agined Patroclus to stand before him . He returns in

the nex t line, as suddenly to his form erm anner.

803 . m an ia cs , reaching to the ex trem ity g
'

theperson.

836.

'Hp ac hra ys s i
'

ss, the fatal day . The reproachful address of

Hector to his fallen adversary is in keeping with the custom s of the age.

The poet shows his rem arkable invention by putting into the conqueror
'
s

m outh the im aginary com m and of Achilles to Patroclus, which, tboq h
false in fact, is highly probable. The rep ly of Patroclus is characteristic.
He declares that Hector is not his victor, but Apollo, and am ong men.

Euphorbus, and Hector is only the third agent in his fall. The
'

last words

of the dying hero are the prophecy of Hector
'

s death.

The events in the latter part of this book are of the greatest consequence

in the conduct of the poem . The friend of Achilles bas gone forth to the
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battle, and fallen by the hands of a god and of the Trojan leader. This

is the grand turning -point of the action. Achilles will soon appear, to

avenge the death of his beloved Patroclus, clad in the terrible panoply

wrought by the m arvellous workm anship of V ulcan. His vengeance on

the Greeks is already fulfilled, and soon will he wreak a fearful and bloody

vengeance on the body of his great antagonist.

ILIAD,
XV II .

1 9. dd cflrss, proudly .

82. firx li s hi on ”if “ ; 1 7 7 0 , when a thing is done, even a fool know it.

34 . d rug, you shall eq u
'

ate the death of.

51 . Xaer
'

fl en v s
'

p si
'

at, like the Graces, that is, like the hair of the Graces.

52. iefi z am fl, from ( panics, were pent. The beauty of the sim ile in

the following lines is rem arkably appropriate.

66. “goon s, they shou t.

7 1 . lamin a r
-

s, was envious, or rather, had determ ined that he should not.

88 . ¢Asy l tia ra“ , like theflam e. The points of com parison are, the

splendor of Hector
'

s arm our, and the rapidity withwhich he m ove .

93. M uir-rs, let no one. The verb is future forim perative.

98. we), h ip s-a , in opposition to the deity , or contrary to the raid g
'

the

101 . in Sti¢u , for Su i}, according to the winy the deity , or favored by
the deity .

105 . 1 4 s hi a sfleeces! sin, it would be the best qf evr
'

ls, or aswe should

say, the least.

1 1 20 H‘ X’OSM it fi vm .

1 36. a
" iron-trim s, 8m , and he draws doum all his brain.

1 42. Q u
i

n , im p. forpresent, thou needest m uch in battle, thou art but a

rewrit es-m , from Qa
'

o , a form of fi rst.

sin u
'

p m , from inp ut, for the present. I blam e.
n creiz l su Bins, circum locution forPM .

na vel, his f ather, that is, Peleus.

“vei n forW i vno.participle

ss u hipm , present toyour m ind.
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268. Q Cs x lim c, from Qca
'

t n v, closely covered with theirM s.

992. isp in vr trig, though desiring it.

3 19. in”
'

Azu zr, driven by the Greeks.
33 1 . w iths

'

Asm i , more than. Som e qualifying adverb m ust be

understood.

889 .

'

Q ; 3
’

i
’
r

’

a
'

rrie. This is one of the sim iles of Hom er which

illustrates the m anners, custom s, and arts of his age. The m ode of pre

paring hidcs for use is particularly described. They were first softened with

oil, and then were stretched in every direction by the hands of m en, so that

the m oisture m ight be rem oved, and the oil m ight penetrate them . Con

sidered in the single point of com parison intended, it gives a lively picture

of the struggle on all sides to get possession of the body.

426.

'
Irrs m . The circum stance of the horses weeping the loss of their

m aster m ust be attributed partly to their being of divine origin, and couse

quently gifted with supecoequine powers, and partly to the licence of poetry

in attributing to inanim ate things and brutes, the sentim ents and actions

which belong properly to hum anitv alone. Many adm ire this passage ; but

probably m ore will think that the im age of a pairof crying horses borders

on the burlesque.

440. Z uiy l ar, (eye
'

s. The first was the circle orbow at the end of the

yoke through which the horse
’

s head was inserted ; the second was the yoke

itself, which crossed from one horse to the other.

446. Oiop ip we. The m elancholy sentim ent ex pressed in these lines

is com mon with alm ost every writer of antiquity. It is certainly rem arks

ble, that a poet, like Hom er, whose pictures of nature are so sm iling and

cheerful, should have attributed this depressing view of the condition of

m an to the father of gods.

469. n eaglis . This is a word of rare occurrence it is com pounded of

the inseparable particle m and and means useless.

4 76. fx ip sr 3p §sirfl p lu s fl , to restrain and govern.

481 . posit» , sing}? in battle.

496. Aim ri, Alcim edon and Autom edon.

509. lp fl siwrs p srsqcirp , breathing upon my M .

5 14. is you
'

re“ s uff er, literally, lie in the kit“ , that is, depend on the

rail gf the gods. The ex pression is founded on the fact, that suppliants

embraced the knees of the person supplicated.

515.

”
Hey , Iwill hurl.

520.

'

fls 3 Jr
’

i n. Th is sim ile has the two-fold m erit of being drawn

from a very com m on incident, and of being entirely applicable.

622. Main -

u , from p m c
'

u , the sam e as p an
-its , to task .
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645. m
i
n e, &c. This fine passage is quoted by Longinus, as an

ex am ple of the sublim e in sentim ent. He (Ajax ) does not pray for life,

forthat request would be beneath the hero 3 but since he is unable to

emfloy his m anhood in any noble deed, in the inex tricable darkness, angry

that he is thus inactive in the battle, he prays for light im m ediately, as if

resolved to find at all events a sepulchre worthy of his bravery, should

Jupiterhim self he arrayed against him .

”
9.

670. trustee, gentleness.

676.

"
Ou

-t, &c. Hom er frequently, in his illustrations, describes the

habits and characteristics of anim als or things from which the sim iles are

drawn.

696. Sa l ted di si tex ts-0 em f, and his strong voice was silenced.

7 37 . sh
i

rt &c The heap of im ages which Hom er throws together

at the end of this book, m akes the sam e action appear with a v ery beautiful

variety . The description of the burning of a city is short, but verv lively.

He com pares the Ajax es to a boar, for their ficrceness and boldness to a

long bank which keeps off the course of the waters, for their standing firm

and im m ovable tn the battle ; those that carry the dead body , to m ules

dragging a vast beam through rugged paths, for their laboriousness ; the

body carried, to a beam for being heavy and inanim ate ; the Trojans, to

dogs for their boldness, and to water for their agility in m oving backwards

and forwards the Greeks, to a flight of starlings and jays for their tim or

Pope : from Eustathius.ousncss and swiftness.
’

ILIAD
,
x vm .

20. Kai
'

s
-na. This announcem ent of the death of Patroclus is praised by

Q uinctilian. Nothing can be m ore sim ple and appropriate.

28. s im s ils aiu u v, the ashes. This form of m anifesting grief is frs

quently alluded to in the classical writers, and som etim es in the Bible.

The lamentation of Achilles is in the spirit of the heroic tim es, and the

poet describes itwith m uch sim plicity. The captives join in the lam enta

tion, perhaps in the recollection of his gentleness, which has before been

alluded to.

54. dvrscon sris ua . the u nhappy parent of the bravest.

7 4. cal p i: i ii. The prayerof Thetis, and the wish of Achilles.

93, gi v es , reh
-ibulionf ar the death of .

39
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100. lien formac”, needed.

107 .
'
n. The feeling of Achilles i.natural, and naturally ex .

pressed. The sudden introduction of this im precation against discord, is in

fine keeping with the hero
’
s character.

1 14 . who; swa l is. qf his dear head , that is, qf my dear fi end .

1 28. ifl i‘rup sr, adverbially, you have spoken this truly .

1 36. "3p m , fut. from view , I shall return.

1 37 . vies i070, from her 8071.

15 1 . 0635 an . The contest about the body of Patroclus is renewed

with great v igor. The struggle between Hector and the Ajax es is fierce

and obstinate. Hector is resolved to obtain the body of his fallen foe, and

his indom itable firm ness is well described.

207 .

\
3
'

in u n is. The sm oke arising from the signal- fire of

distress. The poet
’
s description is true to fact in the following lines, since

the blaze of the fires would be seen in the night, where only sm oke ap

peared in the day . Achilles com es forth, protected by the [Egis of Mi.

nerva, and shouts, so as to terrify the Trojans and enable the Greeks to

bring ofi
’

the body. The sight of the flam e which Minerva sent from the

cloud around the hero
’

s head, and the terrible sound of his shout and of

the voice of the goddess, frighten the Trojans, their horses, and drivers

to such a degree that the Greeks are enabled at length to rescue Patroclus.

236. ¢ ief esb a bier.

258. finin g“ rrol rp igu r, like the English idiom , easier to ‘fight.

965. 7 7 51 405 y uvam dir, referring to the Trojans.

275. ( Ji m , u viirr. Trollope says the gates are called and

the strik e. is the passage or aperture, which is Opened or closed by the

gates.

’
Is it not rather true that r ail s . m eans the whole gate, inclu

ding posts, &c. , and su rfi ng, only the m ovable part, which was opened?

300. s fl é fl en r i m igu , is m uch troubled about his m ilk.

309. Em ir
'

Em iam , 8x . the fate gf war ts com mon, and sometim es

stays the slayer.

8 16. Tole: ll &c. The grief of Achilles is described in

Hom er
’
s usual vivid m anner, and the sim ile of the lion robbed of his

whelps, at the end, adm irably ex presses his warlike character, and fierce

desire of vengeance. The following speech is also accordant with the feel

ings belonging to such a character.

334 . Kn esz, fut. from g erbils , I will not perj bm your
-flaun t f“ .

889.

'

Apol v i. The custom of the heroic age, still ex isting in theRast’
was to em ploy persons to lam ent over the body of the deceased. It is

alluded to both in Pagan and Jewish writers.
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V ulcan first
.

m akes the fram e -work of the shield, over which he draws

five thicknesses, or lam inar, of different m etals. To this he attaches the

silver- plated belt. The outer surface is divided into three concentric circles.
on which are represented the Earth, the Heavens, the Ocean, Sun,

Moon, and Stars,” in the following order.

The interior circle, or boss, represents the Sun, Moon, and Stars, the
Pleiades, the Hyades, Orion.and the great Bear.

"

The second circle represents the Earth, and is divided into four com

partm ents, and each com partm ent into three subdivisions, each containing
pictures of society , as follows
I. In the first com partm ent is a ci ty, in peace. 1 . Marriages and

festivals are celebrated ; brides led by torch- light to their husbands
’
houses

the nuptial song is heard young m en are dancing to the m usic of the flute
and lyre. This is the first picture of peace. 2 . Justice is adm inistered 3

a cause is argued, two m en appearbefore an um pire ; the partisans of both
surround them . the heralds keep the people in order the old m en sit upon
seats of polished stone, in a sacred circle." 8. The cause is decided.

II. The second com partm ent represents a beleaguered city . 1 . The

besieging arm ies deliberate what they shall do with the plunderwhich they
anticipate from the city. The wives and children and old m en defend the

walls. 2 . An am buscade is devised. T he herds and flocks are cut oil;

as their attendants approach unwitting ly the place of am bush. 8. The

noise of the assau lt calls out the arm y, and a battle ensues ; in the conflict

appear Strife, Tum ult, and pernicious Fate, the m ost conspicuous figures.
The m en,

“ like living m ortals,” fight and drag away each others' deed.

III. The third com partm ent represents rural employm ents. l . Tilling .

Ploughm en are occupied in driving the ox en across the newly broken field.

They arrive at the end of the furrow, and a man offers them wine. The

furrow darkens behind the plough, though m ade of gold.

"
2. Harvest.

The workm en are reaping the heavy crop with their sharp tickles, and

frequent handfuls fall upon the ground. The sheafobinders follo' . and

bind the sheaves, which the boys collect, and bring in their nuns. The

owner and his attendants stand by, rej oicing in heart. The attendants

get ready a feast under an oak the women prepare the bread. 3. Vintage.
A vineyard appears, the vines loaded with dark clusters of grapes. The,

are supported on silver vine-props, and surrounded with an enclosure d
'

tin.

There is but one narrow path to it, for catheters, whm they pluck the

grapes. Maidens and young men hesr the sweet fruit in bsslsstss a lso;

p
lays upon a nine, and thev dsnee to the measure.
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IV. Pastoral li fe. 1 . A herd of oxen go from the stall to the pas

ture by a reedy river. Four herdsm en accom pany them with their swift

footed dogs. Two fierce lions seize a bu llock, who is dragged away bellow.

ing. The dogs and the young m en press closely upon him . The dogs

abstain from assaulting , but, standing near, bark at them . 2. A flock of

sheep. In a beautiful pasture are the sheep, the shepherds
’
houses, the

folds, and covered pens. 3 . A dance. The dance is like that invented by
De dalus for the fair- haired Ariadne. The young m en andmaidens dance,
holding each other by the band. The young m en wear their swords, and
the m aidens, garlands upon their heads. The dance is at first slow, but

gradually increases in rapidity, and a rejoicing crowd surround the ring .

A m usician plays upon the pipe. Two tumblers sport in the m idst, keep

ing tim e with the m easure.

The third and outer circle represents the Ocean, which was supposed to

be an im m ense stream , flowing round the earth.

Such is a sim ple sketch of this celebrated shield, drawn up, to give
the reader a general idea of its structure, which he m ust fill out by

studying the details in the description. It is certainly a m ost rem arkable

passage for the am ount of inform ation it conveys, relative to the state of

the arts, and the general condition of life, at that period. From m any

intim ations in the ancient authors, it m ay be gathered, that shields were
often adorned by dev ices and figures in has- relief, sim ilar to those here
described. The hint being once given, it required only the genius and in

vention of Hom er to portray the surpassing workm anship, the varied and

curious details. wrought into the shield of Achilles. It is an interesting

fact in the history of m odern art, that Mr. Flaxm an in his delineation of

this shield, brought the whole within a circle of three feet in diam eter, thus
refuting. in the m ost satisfactory m anner, the cavils of the critics who have
objected to this description on the ground of the impossibility of com pris

ing such a variety within so sm al l a com pass.

The following description of this splendid work of art is taken from

Mr. Allan Cunningham
’

s elegant biography of Flaxm an.

Round the border of the shield he first wrought the sea, in breadth

about three fingers ; were follows wave in quiet undulation he knew

that a boisterous ocean would disturb the repose ind harm ony of the rest of

the work. On the central boss, he has represented Apollo, or the Sun, in

his chariot ; the horses seem starting forward, and the god bursting out in

beauty to give light to the universe around him . The circle, of which

890
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Apollo is the centre, is in diam eter little m ore than a foot, yet in this space

he has pictured,

The earth, the heaven, the sea,

The sun that rests not, and the m oon full- orbed.

There also all the stars, which round about

As with a radiant frontlet bind the skies
The Pleiads and the Hyads, and the m ight
Of huge Orion, with him Ursa called,
Known also by his popular nam e, the Wain.

On the twelve celebrated scenes which fill that space in the shield
between the ocean-border and the general representation of the universe, be
exhausted all his learning and ex pended all his strength. Th e figures are

generally about six inches high, and vary in relief from the sm allest visible
swell to half an inch. Th ere is a convex ity of six inches from the plane 3

and the whole contains upwards of a hundred hum an figures. Of this

m agnificent work the artist was j ustly proud ; he was paid £ 620 for the
drawings and m odel the first cast, in silvergilt, price 2000 guineas, was
placed by his Majesty on his own sideboard ; the second, of the sam e

m aterial and value, was presented by the King to the Duke of York a third,

of the sam e m etal, was m ade for Lord Lonsdale, and a fourthfor the Duke

of Northum berland. Two casts in bronze were m ade by the proprietors for
them selves, and three in plaster were prepared for the Royal Academy, for
Sir Thom as Lawrence, forFlax m an him self.
480. in 3

'

inf lict”, that is, from the fram e of the shield, ea'x svr under
stood.

488. fir
'

s tirs; " piper
-m , which turnsMm e.

'

fler
’

m a du w
'

u , it watches

Orion , that is, is opposite to.

50 1 . irri i
'

crsgr s'u
'

czg b id e t, literally, to (alas the trial befi re

ump ire.

507 . f ail u re s , there are two ex planations of this ; 1 . that it was

the fine itself, which was the m atter in dispute, and 2 . that it was a reward

appointed for the j udge who should pronounce the m ost just decision.
Therefore i's, in the nex t line, will be understood to refer to the parties plead.
ing or to the judge, as one orother of the above interpretations is approved.
53 1 . Eo

’

eém f est iv als, in cou ncil.

570. aim . The m ost probable ex planation of this word is, that itwas

a kind of song which derived its nam e from Linus, the Father of Poetry.

600. f roze": a wheel, used by the potter in shaping his vessels. The

point of the com parison is this. When the potter first tries the wheel. to

see
“ if it will run," he m oves it m uch fasterthan when at work. Thus it

illustrates the rapidity of the dance .
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battle, and fallen by the hands of a god and of the Trojan leader. This

is the grand turning -point of the action. Achilles will soon appear, to

avenge the death of his beloved Patroclus, clad in the terrible panoply
wrought by the m arvellous workm anship of Vulcan. His vengeance on

the Greeks is already fu lfilled, and soon will he wreak a fearful and bloody
vengeance on the body of his great antagonist.

ILIAD ,
x vn .

1 9. sid elin e, proudly .

32. fisx llv hi e s ”in ?“ 1 7 7 0 , when a thing is done, even a foot knows it.

84 . rim s, you shall eap iate the death of.

51 . Xeeifl en s o
'

p oh r, like the Graces, that is, like the hair of the Graces.

52. it fi am fl , from ( Maine, were pent. The beauty of the sim ile in

the following lines is rem arkably appropriate.

66. Wow”, they shout.

7 1 . “min u s, was envious, or rather, had determ ined that he should not.

88. pawl da ta“. like theflam e. The points of com parison are, the

splendor of Hector’s arm our, and the rapidity withwhich he move .

93. M ir“, let no one. The verb is future forim perative.

98. we); 3.1m m , in opposition to the deity , orcontrary to the wid y
'

the

101 . is Snipes, for Su fi, according to the wing
'

the daily , orfavored by

105 . ” x i v hi a s pict ures 1710, it would be the best J a ils, or aswe should

say, the least.

1 1 2. Hax m
'

if as, is from

1 36. II: di r
'

trot -fu ss, &c and he dratos doum all his brain.

1 42. im p. forpresent, thou wettest m uch in battle, thou art but a

in fi rm -
u , from pi ss, a form ofM rs .

airstri p”, from inp u t, for thewa n t, I blam e.
nae-eig h ts Bias, circum locution forPM .

Hu ei, his f ather, that is, Patents.

r't“, f“ M “ : W ?“

sac-1M , present toyour m ind.
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210.
"
Eu -

cg: &c. The description of Hector in the am our of

Achilles is full of spirit. The added courage and splendid appearance of

the hero are in poetic keeping with the general purpose of exalting Achilles.
Hom er seem s always alive to these little points of irerisim ilitude, which go
so far to satisfy the imagination of the reader, and exhibit the real power of
the poet.

220. dwelling ardund, in the neighbou rhood.

243. si¢ ss ( tel r i sen “ l i tre “. Som e refer the verb to si¢sg, as if in

apposition with Hector ; others construct the sentence thus,
"
Es rwg acad

n
'
s
'

m sip ; tu l ip s “ arse) ri se-

a .

250. A sip m , at the public cost.

263.

‘

flg 3
'

3r
'

if ) ccsx og
'

m , 8m . The poet has been supposed to

allude, in this sim ile, to the noise of the breakers, at one of the m ouths of the

Nile. Mr. Wood observes that the representation is so strikingly ex pres

sive of the dashing sound, like that proceeding from a succession of cas.

cades, which he experienced on his approach to the coast of Egypt, that it

m ight fairly be concluded that Hom erhad been in precisely the sam e situa

tion. The ex quisite beauty of the lines, in which the sound is so distinctly

accordant with the sense , determ ined Solon and Plato to abandon poetry , in

despairof ever producing a description of equal sublim ity . See Wood
’

s

Essay on Hom er. Taonw ra.

The following is the passage referred to.

It is not enav to im agine any thing m ore awful than the approach to
this Bogas' in storm y weather. The breakers which were heard and seen

at som e distance had now the appearance of a succession of cascades,

which we were to pass through for half a m ile. If the m ost striking and

ex pressive resem blance of a picture to that appearance in nature, which it

attem pts to represent, is a sufficient proof of the painter
’

s having seen the
original, we m ight conclude from three linesf in the Iliad thatHom er had
been in Egypt, and passed this Bogas.

”

The Arab nam e for the m outh of the river.

1
'

Q ; 3
’
i
'
s" If ) Adam -is; rsu p si

'

s

Bifievx ss p iya rsei fin , i i i i e
'

i ngs :

'

Hi
‘

in s BOO
’
( 1l lesvy sp im s 51 35 750 ,

These lines are said to have determ ined Solon and Plato to abandon

poetry, despairing of ever being able to produce any thing like them . To

those who adm ire the art
.

of m aking the sound an echo to the sam e, they

certainly ofl
’

erbeauties, which are beyond all translation.

"

Wood
’
s Essay, p. 7 7 .
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268. ¢ gax lim r, from ¢¢i r¢ m closely (DOOM with theirm .

292. itp in n arse, though desiring it.
3 19. he"

'

Ax m iir, driven by the Greeks.

33 1 . 1 03thBséhse u i , more than. Som e qualifying adverb m ust be

understood.

389 .

'

Q ; 3
'

ir
'

im ie. This is one of the sim iles of Hom er which

illustrates the m anners, custom s, and arts of his age. The m ode of pre

paring hidcs for use is particu larly described. They were first softened with

oil, and then were stretched in every direction by the hands of m en, so that
the m oisture m ight be rem oved, and the oil m ight penetrate them . Can

sidered in the single point of com parison intended, it gives a lively picture
of the struggle on all sides to get possession of the body.

426.

"It e m . The circum stance of the horses weeping the loss of their
m asterm ust be attributed partly to theirbeing of divine origin, and oonsss

quently gifted with super-equine powers, and partly to the licence of poetry

in attribu ting to inanim ate things and brutes, the sentim ents and actions

which belong properly to hum anity alone. Many adm ire this passage ; but

probably m ore will think that the im age of a pair of crying horses borders

on the burlesque.
440. Z u

S
-

yam , guys . The first was the circle orhow at the end of the

yoke through which the horse
’

s head was inserted the second was the yoke

itself, which crossed from one horse to the other.
446. Oi: p i, 7 56° The m elancholy sentim ent ex pressed in these lines

is com m on with alm ost every writer of antiquity . It is certainly rem arks

ble, that a poet, like Hom er, whose pictures of nature are so sm iling and

cheerful, should have attributed this depressing view of the condition of

man to the father of gods.
469. Th is is a word of rare occurrence it is com pounded of

the inseparable particle m and s ight, and means useless.

4 76. tx ip rs dp i s
‘

t
'

s fl p iss; f t, to restrain and govern.

48 1 . Ba li» , swift in battle.

496. Aim-é , Alcim edon and Autom edon.

509. inten tion s p sv a ¢¢isq, breathing upon my back.

5 14 . is y edu n s u
'

eu , literally, lie in the knees, that is, depend on the

out”if the gods. The ex pression is founded on the fact. that suppliants

embraced the knees of the person supplicated.

515.

"
Hess, I wilt hu rl.

520.

'

flr 3 if i s. This sim ile has the two-fold m erit of being drawn

from a very com m on incident, and of being entirely applicable.
622. Bu n

-

ta, from p a n
-iat, the sam e as M azes, to lash.
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100. ”m y forOlsen, needed.

fine keeping with the hero
'

s character.

”4 . amok?“ of his dear head, that is, of my dearM .

1 28. tonic-

up”, adverbially, you have spoken this truly .

1 86. fut. from wisp s", I shall return.

1 87 . are; 1070, f rom her son.

1 51 . a s. The contest about the body of Patroclus is renewed

with great v igor. The struggle between Hector and the Ajax es is fierce

and obstinate. Hector is resolved to obtain the body of his fallen foe, and
his indom itable firm ness is well described .

207 .

'

Q ; 3
'

3c : aun ts. The sm oke arising from the signal- fire of

distress. The poet
’
s description is true to fact in the following lines, since

the blaze of the fires wou ld be seen in the night, where only sm oke ap

peared in the day . Achilles com es forth, protected by the E gis of M i

nerva, and shouts, so as to terrify the Trojans and enable the Greeks to

bring off the body. The sight of the flam e which Minerva sent from the

cloud around the hero’s head, and the terrible sound of his shout and of

the voice of the goddess, frighten the Trojans, their horses, and drivers
to such a degree that the Greeks are enabled at length to rescue Patroclus.

236. a bier.

258. fair
-

sen m am a
’

fm , like the English idiom , easier tofight.

265. wedl ts; y usam zs, referring to the Trojans.

27 5. t h a t, u w
'

Bu . Trollope says
“
the gates are called and

the r ail s . is the passage or aperture , which is opened or closed by the

gates. Is it not rather true that m itts : m eans the whole gate, inclu

ding posts, &c . , and only the m ovable part, which was Opened?
300. un i s-

sen s i m ifiu , is m uch troubled about his wealth.

309. 5 013;
'

Ewc
'

l us, &c. the fate 9f war ts com m , and som etim es

stays the slayer.

3 16. Tan 3: &c. The grief of Achilles is da cribed in

Hom er’s usual vivid m anner, and the sim ile of the lion robbed of his

whelps, at the end, adm irably ex presses his warlike character, and fierce

desire of vengeance. The following speech is also aceordant with the feel

ings belonging to such a character.

834 . Kfl gci
’

, fut. from 3 1 12420 , I win not petfilm yourfi uwm t sites.

389.

'

M ’33p i. The custom of the heroic age, still ex isting in theBu t

was to em ploy persons to lam ent over the body of the deceased. It is

alluded to both '

in Pagan and Jewish writers.
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346. Aowgox i» . into which the water forbathing was poured.

350. Km) tries M. It was the duty of the friends of the dead to wash

thebody, anoint it with oil, and wrap it in fine linen.

35 1 in soles“ , nine years old.

369.
‘

Hpm
’

rorw . The narrative in relation to Achilles and Thetis is

here resum ed. The description of the house and works of Vulcan, together
with the shield, is one of the m ost curious pieces of antiquity.

376. S t?» 57 3 1 0 , the divine assem bly .

87 8. trier” p i : lx n f il es, were so f ar completed. share , the handles.

37 9 . hep atic, nails or screws, by which the handles were to be fastened
to the bodies of the vessels.
887 {du e It was the hospitable custom of the early ages to enter

t
ain the stranger, before m aking any inquiries as to the object of his visit.
407 . ( m in us, recom pense for life p reset

-

ted.

409. hwsSu
'

sp a t, from hires-flap s.

4 10.

'
H , zm

’

, &c. The m ost probable m eaning of this line is, He said,

and the huge m onster rose f rom his anvil- stand . t h u g is by som e under
stood to be an adjective, the sam e as t h e y ; others, and with greater

reason, take it for a noun. c law s is also understood variously. Som e
understand it to be from i n , I breathe, and ex plain it, p uj ing orblowing ,

from blowing the bellows 3 others ex plain it, terrible, huge, which is probably
correct.

4 1 1 . fain ” , m oved qu ickly .

418. to?“ "sin e” alcoh oli c, resembling lim
'

ng m aidens.

42 1 . ”fo r, walking .

435. heap in g, perf. pass. from he‘s“ , worn out.

457 . ch ch y sdrd
'

lasinp u , I com e suppltantly to you. The custom
of suppliants em bracing the knees has been frequently alluded to.

470. x sa
'

m eu , crucibles.

47 2. en dless-t f l g‘p p u fl , to be ready forhim when worhing.

4 7 7 .

'

Pm n iigc , f uga
'

yem , a ham m er, tongs.

The description of the shield of Achilles is one of the noblest passages
in the Iliad. It is elaborated to the highest finish of poetry. The verse

is beautifully harm onious, and the language as nicely chosen and as de

scriptive as can be conceived. But a still stronger interest belongs to this

splendid episode, when considered as an ex act representation of life at a

very early period of the world, as it undoubtedly was designed by the poet.
That the student m ay form a clear idea of this wonderful shield, let us first

attend to a sim ple sketch form ed by combining the ditfsrent parts of the

poetical description, and then to an explanation of the more obscure words

and phrases.
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Vulcan first
.

m akes the fram e -work of the shield, overwhich he draws

five thicknesses, or lam inae , of difl
'

erent m etals. To this he attaches the

silver-

plated belt. The outer surface is divided into three concentric circ les.
on which are represented the Earth, the Heavens, the Ocean, Sun ,

Moon, and Stars," in the following order.

T he interior circle, or boss, represents the Sun, Moon, and Stars, the
Pleiades, the I lyades, Orion, and the great Bear.

”

The second circle represents the Earth, and is divided into four com

partm ents, and each com partm ent into three subdivisions, each containing
pictures of society , as follows :
I. In the first com partm ent is a city, in peace. 1 . Marriages and

festivals are celebrated ; brides led by torch- light to their husbands
’
houses

the nuptial song is heard young m en are dancing to the m usic of the flu te

and lyre. This is the first picture of peace . 2 . Justice is adm inistered

a cause is argued, two m en appearbefore an um pire ; the partisans of both

surround them , the heralds keep the people in order s the old m en sit upon

seats of polished stone, in a sacred circle." 8. The cause is decided.

II. The second com partm ent represents a beleaguered city . 1 . The

besieging arm ies deliberate what they shall do with the plunderwhich they
anticipate from the city. The wives and children and old m en defend the

walls. 2 . An am buscade is devised. The herds and flocks are cut off,

as their attendants approach unwittingly the place of am bush. 8. The

noise of the assault calls out the arm y, and a battle ensues ; in the conflict

appear Strife, Tum ult, and pernicious Fate, the m ost conspicuous figures.
The m en,

“ like living m ortals," fight and drag away each others’ dead.

III. The third com partm ent represents rural em ploym ents. l . Tilling .

Ploughm en are occupied in driving the ox en across the newly broken field .

They arrive at the end of the furrow, and a m an oflbrs them wine. The

furrow darkens behind the plough, though m ade of gold.

”
2. Harvest.

The workm en are reaping the heavy crop with their sharp sickles, and

frequent handfuls fall upon the ground. The sheaf-binders follow, and

bind the sheaves, which the boys collect, and bring in their arm s. The

owner and his attendants stand by, rejoicing in heart. The attendants

get ready a feast under an oak the wom en prepare the bread. 8. Vintage.
A vineyard appears, the vines loaded with dark clusters of grapes. h ey

are supported on silver v ine- props, and surrounded with an enclosure of tin.

There is but one narrow path to it, for gathered , wha t they pinch the

grapes. Maidens and young men beer the sweet fruit in baskets. s hay

p
lays upon a nine, and thev dance to the measure.
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Apollo is the centre, is in diam eter little m ore than a foot, yet in this m e

he has pictured,

The earth, the heaven, the sea,

The sun that rests not, and the m oon full- orbed.

There also all the stars, which round about

As with a radiant frontlet bind the skies

The Pleiads and the Hyads, and the m ight

Of huge Orion, with him Ursa called,

Known also by his popular nam e, the Wain.

On the twelve celebrated scenes which fill that space in the shield

between the ocean-border and the general representation of the universe, he

ex hausted all his learning and ex pended all his strength. The figures are

generally about six inches high, and vary in relief from the sm allest visible

swell to half an inch. There is a convex ity of six inches from the plane 3

and the whole contains upwards of a hundred hum an figures. Of this

m agnificent work the artist was justly proud ; he was paid £ 620 for the

drawings and m odel the first cast, in silver gilt, price 2000 guineas, was

placed by his M ajesty on his own sideboard
'

the second, of the sam e

material and value, was presented by the King to the Duke of York 3 a third,

of the sam e m etal, was m ade for Lord Lonsdale, and a fourthfor the Duke

of Northum berland. Two casts in bronze were m ade by the proprietors for

them selves, and three in plasterwere prepared for the Royal Academ y, for

SirThom as Lawrence, forFlax m an him self."

480. its 3
°
éey tiesss, that is, from the fram e of the shield, under

stood.

488. ii
'

r
'

«57 03 recipi
en t, which turns there.

'

flea
’

u u dsx w
'

u , it watches

Orion , that is, is opposite to.

501 . isrl fe r-sec n iece i) id e a, literally, to lake the trial bd in an

u mp ire.

507 . retu rn , there are two ex planations of this 1 . that it was

the fine itself, which was the m atter in dispute, and 2 . that it was a reward

appointed for the judge who should pronounce the m ost just decision.

Therefore 5
'

s, in the nex t line, will be understood to refer to the partiesplead»

ing or to the j udge. asone orother of the above interpretations is approved.

53 1 . Bientu e gowégu h , in cou ncil.

570. aim . The m ost probable ex planation of this word is, that it was

a kind of song which derived its nam e from Linus, the Father of Poetry.

600. a wheel, used by the potter in shq ing
’

his vessels. The

point of the com parison is this. When the potter first tries the wheel. to

see it
“

it will run,
”
he m oves it m uch fasterthan when at work. Thus it

illustrates the rapidity of the dance .



ILIAD, XIX. 468

We havenowex plainedas farasou rlim its perm it, this rem arkable passage.

We recom m end to the student a close ex am ination of the whole. It will

lead him to m any curious inductions and inferences, relative to the ancient

world, and will throw m uch light upon points, which are elsewhere
'

lefi in

great obscurity.

ILIAD
,
x rx .

1 3 . b ite-spa , resounded, when laid upon the ground. The fear with

which the div ine arm our filled theMyrm idons, and the ex ultation of Achilles,

the terrible gleam of his eye, and his increased desire for revenge, are

highly poetical.

24 . A ida , p oi. It was considered a grievous m isfortune by the

ancients in general, that the bodies of their dead should putrefy above

ground, previous to their interm ent.
”

Trollope.

27 .
'

Ex 3
'

a id » f f¢a fl u , for life is departed fi om , l. e. the body.

35. M im a
’

rfl ufl
i

w, m ou nting your wrath.

42. is at the station .

4 3 . sisifa , the helm .

62 . This com pound has two meanings. l . The prepo

sition im parts to the verb the idea of perm anence, so that it m ay be ren.

dered, being angry so long or being angry till my vengeance was aceon

plished . 2. The preposition m ay be considered as im parting the idea of

renouncing, or of abstaining then we m ay render it, abstaining from anger.

65.

'

Au a
‘

. eh p iv. This part of the speech of Achilles is highly

characteristic of his im petuosity. Having determ ined, in obedience to the

com m and of his m other, to be reconciled with Agam em non and return to

the war, he wished to rush at once into the combat. Agam em non attem pts

to m oderate his seal, in a speech which deserves some attention. He

begins with a request that he m ay notbe interrupted, probably m eaning, by

the friends of Achilles. He then ex onerates him self from all blame, and

lays it upon Jupiter, and Fate, and the Fury who walketh in darkness,
"

who inspired his m ind with discord on the day when he robbed Achilles of

his prize. He then enters into a long history of the goddess Ate, the

eldest daughterof Jupiter, and of the injuries she has done to men, and

even to Jupiterhimself, of which he gives an instance in the story of the

birth of Hercules, well known in mythology. When Jupiter detected the
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M it sem s he hurled Ate from heaven, with an oath that she fi anld

never return. So tbe goddess consoled herself by playing ofi
‘

her m is

“ upon unhappy men. It is clear thennhat Jupiter and not Agamu

non is to blame, though the latter is willing to make honorable amends for

the share he had in the wrong -doing. The truth seem s to be, that A9 .

memnon had a lame cause to defend, and the hest he could do was to turn

over the whole m atter to Fate and D iscord. We cannot help thinking

that Agam em non had som e reasons forbegging a patient hearing, and that

Achilles showed an unusual degree of good nature in quietly listening to

such an im potent apology and tedious narrative.

7 9.
'

E nu
'

eor, alluding to the usual custom of speakers. It is good to

hear a weakerwho stands, &c.

82. flAéCu -

u , is conf ined .

1 49. nl srm v
’

u s. The ex act m eaning , and the etymology of this

word, are uncertain. Som e suppose it to m ean, to waste tim e in fine

mess/lea, foru w srsém . Others, deriving it from sh in y , ex plain it, to

M urray time, to waste time, in a general sense.

156. Nficwas, unfld .

1 80. pa irs irrhwls ix gs
’h , that you m ay hens no sm ut gf ample

1 99.

'

As
'

esfin can “ . This speech of Achilles is one of the best in

the Iliad. It is marked by his im petuous character, warlike ardor, and

eagerness for revenge. It is brief, pointed, and pithy. It overflows with

the natural eloquence of ex cited feeling and im patience of delay. It form s

a striking contrast to the dull harangue of Agamemnon, by its nervous and

spirit
-breathing appeal. The genius of the poet shines preem inent in the

wonderful skill by which he draws out the energies of the son of Thetis,

who makes henceforth the m ost conspicuous figure on the scene.

222. ” u p ", a harvest, that is, of slaughtered m en. It is said as

a general rem ark. and {g um is used as a pm ent verb.

228.

”
Ap nea: 3

’
31 :7 ll f 05, that is, the harvest is smallest when J upiter

tum the scalc, if the m en he wearied, as ours are now. Ulysses is ar

guing fora brief cessation to refresh the troops, and endeavours to dissuade

Achilles from an immediate resort to the battle-field.

254. i f ) reix ac. It was the custom to cut hairfrom the forehead of

the victim , and throw it into the fire.

268. i reorr
'

p aefl s, “atom from cessp‘n a .

287 . ni l -gosh . The lam entation of Briseis over the body of Patro

clus is full of natural feeling. The turning from herg
'

rlef for the da th of

Patroclua to the recollecfion nf her own sufl-ings, is ex tremsly beautiful.
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43. he}. 31 p i x " ls This construction is occasionally found,

and may be rend ho had long been absent fi v m the m r.

56. Am b it (gin
-
nu . This description of the battle of the gods is

strikingly grand. The student will rem ember the criticism of Longinus.
Jupiter thunder: in the heavens, Neptune shakes the boundless earth and

the high mountain-tops ; Ida rocks on its base, and the city of the Trojans

and the ships of the Greeks tremble ; and Pluto leaps from his throne in

terror, lest his loathsome dom inions should be laid open to m ortals and

imm ortals.

7 2 . W e

90. slu t
'

53s. E neas here refers to events which took place in the

a l ly period of the war, and before the comm encem ent of the action of the

98. d en, 1m understood.

107 .
'

11 p l! ya
’

p, that is, Venus.

128. ru npsisq “in “ Airy, fi le spam for him at his birth.

13 1 . x a hsrsl 31 Sad , ths gods are terrible.

1 37 .

'

E 3 f i rs» is eart h‘s, M the travelled m y orground, to a high

place.

188. 800m , plural for singular.

145. Trix “ tsM ix “ . The following is the story to which this

plan ge alludes Laom edon having defrauded Neptune of the reward

“ prom ised him for building the walls of Troy, Neptune sent a m onstrous

whale, to which Laom edon errposed his daughter Hesione. Hercules

having undertaken to destroy this m onster, the Trojans raised an entrench

m ent to defend him from his pursuit.
” Pope : from Eustathius.

1 57 . a l ps-4‘s, cm clard. The ex ploits of Achilles now become the

principal object of the poet. The appearance of Achilles and E neas is

nobly described.

166. de lta s, disregardurg . The following is an ex ceedingly lively

picture of the enraged lion, and the sim ile nobly illustrates the impetuous

bravery of Achilles.

183. dsciflan, fickle-m inded.

1 86. x a k sf fs ii a “Awa rdiitu afm fl fiud itha d, I “ , to do it

1 99. This dialogue between Achilles and E seas when on

the point of battle, as well as sever
-d others of a sirailar description, “

been som etim es censured, u impm bahle and im possible.
'

I
'

he trae*
M is to be found in the peculiar character of wu in the hc oic q s. A

sim ilar passage has already been the subject of remark.

204. Keisha!"dad sm s is“ , henn
'

ag ths u ports j u sb ltffl s.



the m iddle of the street, is as accurate as it is revolting.

27 5.

”
An ny Jars f a

i

n » , upon the extreme border.

282. 5zos y ogi”, boundless grief .

325. la wn «ideas, bore arm y , raising him fi
'om the ground.

882. tic-in n , m illing yourself .

342. p iry
'

looked forth afar.

359. rinsin g t rim , the mouth Qf battle . A paraphrase forbattle, but

m ore ex pressive.

391 . Fuym
’

g. The Gygaean lake was in Lydia.
403 . Sep ia fift h a s)flat

l

y ", breathed and bellowed fwth his life.

404 .

‘

Eatu
'

mn hop) h as“ . Not only rulers but priests are designa

ted by the term i nsist-u . The Heliconian priest was a priest of Neptune,
as is indicated by tire following line. The nam e is derived from Helice or

Helicone, a town in Achaia, where the worship of Neptune was celebrated
yearly by the sacrifice of a bull. If the bull bellowed as he was led to the

altar, it was considered a favorable om en. Hence the sim ile.

439, 440 . u n til p i l ls thi n g . Som e understand thil to

m ean, she turned back the spear by the m otion in the air, caused by the

gentle waving of her hand . But there is nothing in the language to justify

this interpretation. It evidently m eans, according to a literal version of the

words, she tu rned the spear with her breath, gently breathing.

45 1 . p lu m , you are wont.

458. Khy 7 57 0, for u fl
‘

s 7 570.

496. retCip tu a sc7 Area‘s, to tread out the white com . The Jm and

Greeks em ployed ox en to tread out the corn.

the or when he treadeth out the corn. Dent. x x v . 4 .

ILIAD, XX I .

3 . lta vp rifas. fl it; p iv, droiding them , he drove a part toward: the dly.

7 . Qu ip ", to impede them , that is, thew ant .

8. hey vp ia
'

m . with silver waves. The description of the flight and

confusion of the Trojans, and theirheadlong plunge into the river, is m an

aged with Hom er
’
s usual power.
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1 2. “can incl/m m , local s rise, driven by the heat of the fire. The

swarms of locusts, that som etim es invade whole countries in the East, have

been often described. It seem s that the ancient m ode of ex term inating

them was to kindle a fire, and thus drive them into a lake or river. The

sim ile illustrates in the m ost striking manner the panic caused by Achilles.

22. 3
’

tie-3 ta pin g .
“ It is observable with what j ustness the

author diversities his com parisons according to the difi rent scenes and

elem ents he is engaged in. Achilles has been hitherto on the land, and

com pared to land anim als, a lion, &c. Now he is in the water, the poet

derives his im ages from thence, and likens him to a dolphin.

”
Pope : from

Eustathius.

26. nenp vssis, the highbanks.

3 1 . Tabs abrsl petites”, which they carried. Probably these were,

twisted thongs, fitted to the breastplate, or of which the breastplate was

com posed.

"
Trollope.

88. tee ns-g, suckers or dicots.

58. f rm gnp ivss, transported .

7 5.

'

Arw
'

rsr
'

sip
'

la ir- s, I am in the place qf a supp liant . casin os

entitled to respect.

76. r e ci p es Awn in gs: i sfl ir, I have broken bread with you . “ is

was anciently a pledge of am ity .

7 9 . inc rip fiu ss bi «rs: I brought you a price, qf the value ff a

hundred omen .

83. p in ts: s'sv dwix tu tar, I surely am an object f hatred.

95. ip syais lreu s, born if the sam e m other.

99. Noiw t . This speech of Achilles forcibly ex presses his relentless

vengeance.

1 26. p il crm r the dark curling , that is, the gently agitated,

surface of the water.

1 3 1 . m ain : heathen v a ricose: It was an ancient custom to sacrifice bulls

and horses by throwing them into the sea alive.

162. i 3
'

image ; holies t ”M a
'

s, “a l l understood and he hurled t“

spears at once.

168. « caliber, am bidex trous, that is, usi ng both hands alike.

166. if ayedam , j ust grazing .

169. itn ria rq flytng in a stra ight course.

1 96.

'

E5 slin g. The ancient m eaning of Om an has alm dy been

ex plained. From this passage it seem s that all rivers, seas, and fountains,

were conceived as hav ing their origin in this m ighty stream .

904. igsr rip sm s u
'

gssfl s, consumed by ”M tg.
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4 7 0 NOTES.

604. Testis bfl s f esl
'

m rd , running before him but little beyond his

reach. The com pound is very ex pressive.

The scenes described in this part of the Iliad are full of action. The

imagery is of a lofty character. The battle with the Rivers, the interven

tion of the gods, the flight and terror of the Trojans, the insatiable m ad

nes and hot pursuit of Achilles, the rush to the city, the hurried opening

of the gates affording a glim pse of safety, the crowding in of the dusty and

wom -out fugitives, form a picture on which the pencil of Hom er has

lavished its m ost v ivid coloring .

The Trojans being now within the city, ex cepting Hector, the field is

cleared for the m ost im portant and decisive action in the poem , that is, the

battle between Achilles and Hector, and the death of the latter. This

part of the story is m anaged with singular skill. It seem s as it
’

the poet,

feeling the im portance of the catastrophe, wished to withdraw from view

the personages of less consequence, and to concentrate our attention upon

these two alone. The poetic action and description are narrowed in

ex tent, but deepened in interest. The fate of Troy is im pending ; the irre

versible decree of J upiter is about to be ex ecuted ; the heroes, whose bravery

is to be the instrum ent of bringing about this consum m ation, are left

together on the plain.

ILIAD
, XXII.

l . n astie st, in terwar.

3 . Ku x cp im , near, that is, under the protection of.

5. th isMac
'

g
'

. The tim e had now arrived when it was feted that Heb

tor should fall.

12. h ", are collected.

26. h e
" M e

'

. This sim ile is very striking. It not only describes

the appearance of Achilles, but is peculiarly appropriate because the star

was supposed to be of evil om en, and to bring with it disease and destruo

tion. 80 Prism beholds Achilles, splendid with the divine arm our, and the

destined slayer of his son.

44. J ess, destitute.

45. f resh , from s ienna , tra uma
-ting.

57 . Tfi q uni Tes sie, W u m en and M an women. fl ew
ot

'

the unhappy father, beholding his son on the point of meeting his
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terrible enem y , is one of m uch pathos. His entreaty is full of natural

feeling and m elancholy. His favorite son, perilling his life before the walls,
fills him with heart- reading grief. The m other too is equally wretched .

She im plores the hero by his recollection of her m aternal cares, and un

veils the bosom frorn which his infancy was nourished. The whole scene

possesses a deeply tragic interest.

93 . te l x u ii, in a covert.

94 . Biceo s slvr s a sh ha ving eaten deadly poisons. It was sup.

posed that venom ous serpents were accustom ed to eat poisonous roots and

plants before attacking their victim s.

99, et seq. This speech of Hector shows the fluctuation of his m ind.

with m uch discernm ent on the part of the poet. He breaks out after

hav ing apparently m editated on a return to the city. But the im aginary

reproaches of I
’
olydam as and the anticipated scorn of the Trojans forbid it.

He soliloqu izes upon the possibility of com ing to term s with Achilles, and

offering him large concessions ; but the character of Achilles precludes

all hope of reconciliation. It is a fearful crisis within him , and his m ind

wavers, as if presentient of his approaching doom .

126. tim i ignir abb
’

i s'o
‘

s irens, neither from the oak nor fi om the

rock. Hector m eans to sav that it is im possible to discourse with Achilles,

as a youth and m aiden m ay tall: together, sitting carelessly upon the trunk

of a tree or upon a rock.

232. s eer/la in : t a i l sp in
-

ii, the impetuous god of war.

1 40. y ard, afler, in p ursu it qf. The im age is natural and ex pressive.

153 . r itu al, cisterns, for washing. It was the custom of that age to

have cisterns by the side of rivers or fountains, to which the wom en, inclu

ding the wives and daughters of kings and princes, resorted to wash their

garm ents.

159. irgm ss, this properly m eans a victim , or any animal j it to be a vie.

tim here an anim al.

206. Obi is iip tsar, nor did he perm it them to hurl.

22 1 . Hcowcos vx u bip m e, repeatedly In
-ostrating himself .

225. x a l s sy l aix rn e, brazen-barbed.

247 . x scbsrdvp. with deceit.

255. dep uti e s, compact, agreem .

257 . z ap p esinr, perseverance, success arising from perseverance.

260. T3: 3
'

i f . Achilles m aintains his implacable anger to the last.

He rejects scornfully the proposal of Hector, that the victor should abstain

from treating his fallen foe with the usual barbarous indignities of war.

His reply is in keeping with his fierce and revengeful character.
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281 . lev i ta
ting “ i i t is l swss, deceitful and cheating .

297 .

“
0.“W e Hector having discovered the deception that M inerva

practised on him , now resigns all hope, and sees that it is the evident

design of the gods that he shall die. He resolves, however, not to die

without a struggle, but in the doing of som e brave deed that shall send his

nam e down to posterity.

325. A l as d air”, the throat. The appearance of Achilles before he

strikes the fatal blow, the deed itself, and the fall, are described with a

rapid and vigorous hand. The ex ultation over Hector, and the taunt, that

the dogs and birds shall tear him in pieces, while the Grecian army shall

perform the funeral honors of Patroclus, are characteristic of the atrocities of

war in that age. The entreaty of the fallen hero shows the high value the

ancients set upon funeral honors, and their sense of the calam ity of

being deprived of them . The reply of Achilles is in the wildest strain of

savage ferocity. It has but one redeem ing point, such as it is, nam ely,

that Achilles only wishes he had the heart to eat up his enemy.

35 1 . zeal ; leaked “ , to weigh you down with gold, to m asons by an

equal weight y gold.

358 . p rimed y
i

vavp m , literally, lest I be to you an anger qf the gods,

that is, lest I p ursue you as a m , or bri1g on you the anger g
'

the gods.

The death of Hector is accom panied by m any cim um stances of ex trem e

barbarity. The Greeks rush to the spot, to insult his body and disfigure it

by wounds.

381 . t il ts ( it! rivx sn . Achilles first turns his thoughts to the

destruction of Troy, but suddenly reverts to his friend Patroclus, who lies

by the ships, dead, unwept, unburied.

"
The ardor of his friendship is

as strong, as his desire of vengeance had been fierce.

397 .

'

E5 e¢ 0pis is r e ign ”, f r om the uncle to the heel. The savage

act of Achilles, in dragging the bodv after his chariot, is characterized by

the poet as disgraceful. It is to be considered in the light of a highly

wrought picture of the barbarities of war in the heroic age.

A scene of the deepest pathos is now described The grief of the

father and m other, the lam entations of the people, are as if the whole

city were burning from its sum m its.
"
The despair of Prism is poured out

in words full of heart-rending anguish. It is im possible to conceive a

situation of m ore tragical power, or a scene wroughtup to ahigher intensity

of sorrow. Hector
'

s unhappy wife is at hom e, on household cares intent.
”

She has just ordered her m aidens to prepare a bath forHector, when he

returns from the battle. The voice of lam entation reaches her ear and

fills her with heart- sickness ; for she has a dreadful presa itim ent, that
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NOTES.

101 . f arm er
'

s , shricl
’big .

104. «first, here means the body.

1 16. um 3
'

b a ss-a, &c. up hill and dormshilt.by d raight roads and

crossroads. Trollope.

1 86. it al” ii"6”figs, and Achilles, walking behind, supported the head.

1 89. p an a s in , according to his wish.

1 46. Eu
’
«rs z ip s”asgius, to cut of my hairfor thee. Besides ofi ring

hair on the funeral pile of friends, it was also customary to dedicate a por

tion of it to the river-gods of the country, on arriv ing at the age of m an.

hood.

168. And : 12.-iv. It was custom ary to cover the body with fat, and

to place on the pile, vessels of oil and honey, that it m ight be more speedi

ly consum ed.

1 7 8. f CC fl G“ s ins, M ed ic dogs, dogs fed from their moder
'
s table.

Sudan
'

, from

920. z ap -i343 x ls, m ade a libation. This was another custom in paying

funeral honors.

243 . x gn ip pci l p, 0 M en urn , the sam e as ”( is and e sessis

hit her“ dentin, a double com
-ing or lining tf fat.

255. Togas-it em
'
s hi they snarled out the tomb.

959. Nai r 3’ is'sg
'

The rest of the book is taken up with a

curious description of the games perform ed in honor of Patroclus, the

prizes, the com bats, and the victories. T he scene afl
’

ords an interesting

picture of this custom of antiquity. These gam es consisted of eight ex er

cises the chariot- race, the cestus, wrestling , the foot
-race, the single corn

bat, the discus, archery, the throwing of the javelin.

267 . r
'

s
'

v ugss. that has not been put over thefire, that is, new.

2 7 3. hshsyp iu , awaiting, ready for.

282. l oin “ , lst aor. part. from Asia , the sam e as 1 060 .

984 . igngidc eu , perf. pass. from iesflss.

3 10. we’lI Q N , slow , for Cel in e“ .

326. the goal.

827 . Sey m
'

. This was properly the distance between the hands, when

the arm s are ex tended.

330. {wax irm the narrowest part.

382. suin g , the goal at the loner end of the cou rse.

339, 340. has l s ear, that the nave qf the wheel m ay appear to unl oad

the edge of the welt-m adeM b tyet m ay avoid striking againd the m .

352. is ii amigo" tw o-rs, they cast lots, that is, for their places.

Th ugh the chariots started abreast, yet it is obvious that he who obtained
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by lot the inner track, wduld have a sm aller curve to describe at the end of

the course, and consequently less ground to pass over. Som e have sup

posed that they were arrayed one af ter the other. This opinion is not

well q ported, and appears at first sight incredible.

Th; (u p stairs heip u , that he m ight watch the race.

369. hiEsu a s p s
-roisge , bou nded in the air.

87 9. Ah)wig. The horses of Diom edes press so closely that they

seem about to m ount the car of Eum elus.

896. was bruised.

490.

'

v p 53, a fissure.

lin es shes , the throw of a quail.

454 . Properly a palm - tree, and thence the fruit thereof, called

the date. I
,
is here used adjectively and m ay be rendered chestnut-colored .

Trollope.

4 74. w
'

wi gs; AaQstism , why do you speak orboast “m ay

48 1 . siil nea , the

505. hep z f gsx rvi, wheel-track.

546. um . la
’

w, nom inative absolute.

570, et seq. The speeches of Menelaus and Antilochus show that no

fraud or v iolence was allowed to be practised, and that a victory gained by

such m eans was of no avail.

598.

'

Ié sls, &c. The heart of Meadow was ex hilarated as ths dsts

srhs
'

lam tes the ripening corn. Trollope.

599. Osha w a , bristle.

604. ru in, you th/illness, the thoughtlesm ess of youth.

618. TE, take it.

622. du n
-weds, the combat y

'

javeh
'

ns.

626. Na) 34, &c. The poet sustains adm irably the character of the

sage old Nestor. When he speaks, he reverts to the days of his youth,

and magnifies his own ex ploits. This is true to nature it has that veri

sim ilitude which Hom er knew so well how to preserve.

670. p i x “ iwrdsvip m , that I am uy
'

ers
'

or in battle.

67 9. trim s-troy. This word generally signifies the noise made by the

fall of a m an slain in battle. Here it m eans dead.

688. Z Sp rs, thegs
’

rdle orscarf; round the m iddle

684 . ipsa
'

w cs lac-p lies", the thongs, which wereworn round the hands and

arms.

688. x gip c iss, the sound of the blows on the checks.

702. ip f oeacn
'

rm , that is set over thefire.

7 12. “sitam r, the rafters. The sim ile ex actlv illustrates the attitude

of two wrestlers.
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7 24. h i ng When neither of the comlntants seemed likely to

gain any advantage over his antagonist, in order to bring the m atter to a

conclusion, they m utually agreed to a trial of strength, and that one

should endeavour to raise the other from the ground and by this m ans

throw him . Thiswas called dre n
'

em .

”
Trollope, from Eustathius.

7 26. 3 .61 a , the bend of the knee.

761 . s em is, a shuttle, properly 4 rule.

763. “m iss, the woof p ie» in apposition.

7 95. p in “ , in the sense of an adverb, tono purpose.

826. ci l ss abe sx ia n s, the dish orquoit m ade by f usion only .

845. s a l a éessra , a shepherd
'

s crook.

847 . the space of the contest.

851 . hp wil ss x a , am with but one edge.

866. p riced”, the card.

885. Bsi; his”, hslsp s
'

ssrc, worth the value of on or, adorned with

890.

'

Aaren
'

is. Atrides com es in at last, to take part in the gam es.

As a m atter of respect, Achilles will not perm it him , but gives him the

prize at once.

h e chief value of this book consists in the accurate and m inute account

of the ancient funeral rites, and the cerem onies and gam es perform ed in

honorof the dead. Hum an sacrifices, at this early period, were not un

known. It was supposed that the shades of the departed heroes were

appeased by such bloody offerings. The com bats are described with m uch

graphic power. and the scene of the ghost of Patroclus is striking and

ILIAD
,
x x rv .

1 . A
d

v . 3
'

67 .-iv, the assembly was dissolved.

16. Tel; 3 lenient. Achilles dragged the body of Hector thrice round

the tom b of Patroclus.
88.

'

Al sei sdeso 7su
'

on account of the m g done by Paris.

“ is is the first allusion in the Iliad to the Judgment of Paris, which gave

mortal ofieaoe to M inerva and Juno. On this account it has been sup

plied by som e that these lines are spurious, on the ground that Hom er

“I “not have known the fable or he would have m entioned it easi erh



https://www.forgottenbooks.com/join


NOTES.

464. hy afl l u, to show regard fi r.

486. Blair“ c ared; "70. The speech of Priam is an adm irable ex am

pic of Hom er
’
s power of conceiving the sentim ents and emotions inspired

by the m ost m elancholy situations. It is full of sim ple and pathetic feeling ,

which comm ends itself at once, as true to nature.

582. fisifiea rfl s, consum ing care.

540. wa rd en s, doom ed to die prematurely .

57 7 . “ Merge , the caller, because he was ernployed in sum m oning

assemblies.

589. Arg lo s, the bier.

616. ififa
'

wcw s, danced, orsported.

648. ly x ssisoem , sewing diligently .

665. let the people flast, that is, partake of the funeral feast.

709.
'

Aw fi Bi. The approach of Priam , with the body of Hector,

the grief and lam entations of the Trojans, their sim ultaneous rush to the

gates, make up a picture of deep and solem n pathos.

7 20. Tens
“ The f ess

-3s x ix ” seem s to have been a bed appro

priated to the higher classes, which was raised on supporters, perforated for

the purpose of supporting the beadstead.

"
Trollope.

7 25. i s”c laim , from life. This lam ent of Androm ache may be com

pared to her pathetic address to Hector in the scene at the Scman gate.

It form s indeed a m ost beautiful and eloquentpendant to that.

7 53. i p rx la isrn u inaccessible .

762.

"
Eu -cg, ac.

'

Iha lamm t of Helen is ex ceedingly beautiful, both

as an appropriate ex pression of her own natural feelings, and as a tribute to

the virtues and gentleness of Hector. Som e have gone so faras to call it

the m ostex quisite passage in the Iliad.

The funeral rites of Hector are not materially different from those of

Patroclus. The close of the poem is m arked by the utm ost sim plicity

but it is a sim plicity that accords with the elegant spirit of antiquity .

'

Die

im pression it leaves on the m ind, is deep. We feel that we have been

guided through scenes of infinite variety, beauty, pathos. solem nity.

from the terrible onset, to the m ournful cerem onies of the funeral pyre,

by a poet who is perfectly fam iliar with every aspect of life, and every

feeling of the heart 3 and when he takes his leave of us, it is with the sim

ple consciousness that his song is over, and his task accomplished.


