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SchINEWS is a free, weekly information sheet
printed and published in Brighton by a bunch of
lazy ne'r do wells. It is obtainable by sending
first class stamps (one for each issue) or dona-
tions (payable to Justice?) to SChNEWS c/o on

the fiddle, PO Box 2600, Brighton, East Sussex, -

BN2 2DX. Alternatively you can get it via email
- schnews@brighton.co.uk or on the web at
http://www.schnews.org.uk

S8chINEWS Survival Guide is published by
Justice? July 1999. ISBN 09529748 1 9
Printed by Calverts Press on recycled paper.

A British Library Cataloguing in Publication
Data; a catalogue record for this book is avail-
able from the British Library.

Lots of the articles have been blatantly ripped off
from the Earth First! Action Update, like they’ve
never done that before.

@ntiCopyright 1999 for not for profit porpoises.
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The Biotic Baking Brigade flan Renato Ruggerio,
Director of the World Trade Organisation,
see SChNEWS 190



And now a word...

| am sure that people don't need a patronising introduc-
tion from a MEEJA HOR, but since you asked for one here
it is.

Here are 10 reasons | love SchNEWS:
1. it is free.

2. Itis only 2 sides of A4 and is therefore easier to read
than any of the mainstream broadsheets. This is good
news for the trees, who | believe have made a collective
decision to be pulped in order for SchNEWS to be
printed.

3.1t is very funny. Should the Daily Telegraph ever havea |

Crap Arrest of the Week slot | would almost be tempted
to buy it. Though | suspect their version of crap arrests
would be about some insider trading corporate slag
getting a suspended sentence for killing the cleaner.

4. It Is intelligent rather than clever. If you want to know
the difference, watch Jeremy Paxman interview someone
on Newsnight then 24 hours later try and remember the

content of the interview. | did this once and could only |

recall the fact that Ewan McGregor gets his cock out too
often on screen.

5. It reports on stuff that people need to hear about and
is either ignored or sidelined into 'specialist ghettos' by
the majority of mainstream press. The day the Sun runs
front page analysis of neo liberalist corporate legislation
and has a page three photo of a yurt is the day the
anarcho zen revolution has really kicked in. Until then
SchNEWS and various other alternative media groups will
have to do.

6. SchNEWS have never published any pictures of the
Spice Girls and their babies. This is an enormous plus
point.

7. The people who put together SchNEWS are lovely
talented folk but would never find work anywhere else.
Woe betide any employer who tries to get one of them on
a new deal scheme.

9. They don't support numerate
conformity.

10. It also provides invaluable in-
formation to activists about forth
coming actions, celebrates the
successes (and lets face it no one
else will), urges people not just to

| join in campaigns but to DO THEIR

OWN. It doesn't tell people ‘what to
do' but tells people how they can
do what THEY want. Basically it has
more hot tips than Delia Smith and
a bunch of asparagus.

And last but not least it lets the
budding activists all over the coun-
try know one thing. They are not
alone.

There are more of us than you
think.

Hope that is 0.K. my lawyer will fax
you the royalties contract and |
have told him not to make do with
a free copy of the book this time.

Love Mark o

ark Thomas

| Ngmic Thomie.
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What are the politics of
boredom?

“When I'm big | want to sell insur-

ance just like Daddy..." Those of us

who grew up wanting to be fire-
man, astronauts, rockers, models,
sailors, dancers, painters, explor-
ers, and revolutionaries are yester-
day's people. Today's big adven-
tures lie in accountancy, insurance
and middle management sales.
The good life is a beech desk, a
Paul Smith suit, marriage to a col
league, a short experiment in open
plan loft living followed by a
‘detached’ close to a major road.
Political parties need an archetype
to seduce us into joining. The Pan-
thers had the ten point program
wrapped in Afros and black
leather, the Labour party has wel-
fare to work dressed like Richard
and Judy and talking management
speak: “You have no employment
rights or say but there's motiva-
tional line dancing in the lunch
hour.”

Ruthless capitalism is modelling a

cardigan. There's no teenage years in this Blairite
promised land. No years on the dole or skiving college
while you ‘find yourself." Training has replaced education.
The best that's on offer is work in return for consumer
democracy. Maybe a shag here and there to the strains
of Mick Hucknall or Lighthouse Family but no real youth
or excitement. In this middle management utopia, dan-
ger and recklessness aren't half as exhilarating as plan-
ning a career and a pension. Being 'sensible’ is the new
rock ‘n' roll. What an impoverished dream. All those ‘Be
All You Could Be' ads add up to ‘tow the line or be
excluded.! Wealth equals power, Rupert Murdoch can
ring up Blair and get him to alter government policy but
the 90,000 homeless people sleeping on Britain's
streets have no say at all.

More and more people are excluded. New Labour got into
power by convincing business that it was willing to be-
have as brutally as the Conservatives but without the
more wacko far-right prejudices and ideologies. The
Blairite line was that Thatcher’s reforms were irreversible
but hadn’t gone far enough. We can't claim that New
Labour betrayed us; their promises weren't directed at
us. To compete in the global market place Britain needs

| a work force with few rights and low wages. Career, loft

and purchasing power are what's held up as the spoils of
the Blairite adventure but in reality there’s more spoilt
lives than spoils.

Over the last twenty years we've had it drilled into us that

we have to accept rampant capitalism's terms or be-
come casualties. Welfare has been slashed and turned
into a form of punishment to make any job, no matter
how soul destroying and low waged, preferable to signing
on. Strikes have become rare and virtually outlawed. In
this atmosphere it's easy to become demoralised and
start believing that the only choice we have is to take the
crap job and go about it with as much bad grace as we
can muster.

Stretching right across the world, capitalism can seem
like a many headed hydra, impervious to attack and
always sucker punching awkward workers - who expect
rights and decent money - by shutting up shop and

Chumbawamba



setting up factories in poorer countries like Mexico and
Korea. In reality capitalism is always on the run from
people asserting their needs against the inhuman logic
of profit. Right now they're scrapping in the aisles in
South Korea, the strikes kicking off there resemble those
which happened in Britain in the seventies - the ones
which convinced business it was time to move to poorer
countries like South Korea.

Just because there aren’t as many demos as discos
doesn't mean that there's passive -acceptance of the
status quo. We might not be striking or marching round in

circles but discontent surfaces everywhere. It's our natu- |

ral inclination not to do as we're told. Phoning in sick,
‘accidentally’ unplugging a computer or stealing en-

velopes, are all signs that all is not well in the world of |

work. People will always find
ways to revolt,
through pop’s counter culture
or lying to the woman behind
the counter at the dole. Local
groups against this or that

what's simmering through new-
sheets like SchNEWS. Choosing
not to be an activist shouldn't dis-
qualify us from getting news and
feeling connected to a movement.
Knowing that there are alterna-
tives to Blair's.dream of a nation of
accountants or becoming a smack
addict, can sometimes stop us
from ending up only wearlng one
shoe and speaking in tongues. If
the eighties taught us anything -
besides Kajagoogoo songs and

E don't bother searching for a G spot

“SchNEWS is a regular
reminder that being

- it's that mono culture isn't the
way to go. It leads to lifestylism

Activists need links
with diverse groups,
without them single-

might seem small fry, but al- political doesn’t mean issue-siege-
liances are forged and discon- - - mentality sets in.
tent has a way of smouldering you're the social SchNEWS's doesn't

and quietly expanding until it
explodes into creative activity.
Punk, Paris '68, the Poll tax
and the campaign against the
Criminal Justice Act were all
moments when individual dis-

content fused into Mass ac- seEEEEEEEEEETEEE——E————

tion.

These surges make us realise we're not entirely mad or
alone in thinking things can change for the better. Re-
claim The Streets and The Anti Roads Movement all
provided evidence that we don't have to put up and shut
up. Clawing back space from business and partying in it;
what a simple and brilliant idea. What a move away from
old style leftism with it's emphasis on political parties,
lobbying, puritanism and sectarianism. SchNEWS is a
regular reminder that being political doesn’t mean
you're the social equivalent of the loony at the bus stop.
There are a lot of people out there trying to have lives
which aren't dictated by capitalism and SchNEWS lets us
know about them. With everything from Welfare To Work
to Channel 5 trying to pummel and bore us into submis-
sion, we need as many SchNEWS stories as we can get.

Between the obvious mass rebellions, we can still see

equivalent of the loony at
the bus stop. ”

have a party line so
it doesn't waste col-
umn inches push-
ing dogma or squab-
bling with every
madman with a
- COmputer. Sectar-
ian arguments
make great comedy routines but
they're not big and they're not
clever. SchNEWS brings people to-
gether. Making alliances, bouncing
ideas back and forth, getting ex-
cited and developing a vision of
what is possible as opposed to
what we've got now, SchNEWS is
helping to facilitate that and it's
what will make the next explosion
of creativity even more spectacular
than the last.

“The society that abolishes every
adventure makes its own abolition
the only possible adventure.”

S




Here's what ver getting for ver money...

SchNEWS 151: Police Enter Dead
Woman's Bottom

SchNEWS 152: Respect To The Liverpool
Dock Workers

SchNEWS 153/154: It's Warl...On The
Killer Corporations

A Survival Guide: Free Parties

A Surviival Guide: How To Campaign

SchNEWS 155: Iraq Attack

Le SchNEWS 156: United Colours Of
Global Action

A Survival Guide: How To Do Company Research

SchNEWS 157/158: Cook In With The
Butcher

New Deal Fact Sheet
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SchNEWS 160: Spy’s Grrrl

Castors, Cops And Chaos! Resistance To Nuclear
Waste Transport In Germany

BchNEWS 161: We Won't Shut Up!

S8chNEWS 162: Ship Shake!

A Survival Guide: Newsletters

A Survival Guide: Direct Action Gardening

SchNEWS 163: War On Wharfies

BehNEWS 164: G.B.H!!

A Survival Guide: How To Squat

A Survival Guide: How To Set Up A Co-Op

S8chNEWS 165/166: One Year’s Hard

Labour

BchNEWS 167: “ T Get £89,000 A Year ...

I'm Worth It, You're Not”

A Survival Guide: Subvertisement

BchNEWS 168: World Trashed

Organisation .

HehNEWS 169: Modified Fields Forever

A Gardener’s Guide For Survival In The Modern
World

SchNEWS 170: Gazza Spice Baby

HchNEWS 171: Monster Merger

BchNEWS 172/173: Stonehenge Whitewashed

SchNEWS 174/175: Urine Trouble!

HBehNEWS 176: Old Money

A Survival Guide: How To Do Office Work

SchNEWS 177: Get Orf My Irivates!

A Survival Guide: Land-Based Community Action

SchNEWS 178: Bunch Of Bankers

A Survival Guide: Let’s Invent A New Game

SchNEWS 179: Access All Arias

A Survival Guide: Surviving Prison

A Survial Guide: Writing To Prisoners

SchNEWS 180: The Corporations Have

Taken Over The Asyvium

SchNEWS 181: Terrorists?

A Survival Guide: Masking Up

Self Defence

SchNEWS 182: Casual Killers

A Survival Guide: How To Get A Referendum

SchNEWS 183: Sod Off!!

SchNEWS 184: Gagging For It

How To Build A Trechouse

Greenfield Housing

SchNEWS 185: Fee'd Off

SchNEWS 186: Chinese Take Away

Taking The Stage For Mumia - The Concert And
The Controversy

SchNEWS 187: MAT The Force Be With
You

SchNEWS 188: Shell Shocked!

SchNEWS 189: Orwell's Oscars

SchNEWS 190: Pies Fly In Free-Trade
Fury

SchNEWS 191: The Chips Are Down

SchNEWS 192: ‘T'm Devastated”

SchNEWS 193: Going Down

SchNEWS 194: Jack Boots-By-Sea

SchNEWS 195: Maxxam Damage

SchNEWS 196: Xmas Blow Up Job

A Survival Guide: Networking Initiatives

SchNEWS 197: Forever Blowing Bubbles

SchNEWS 198: Cleaned Out!

SchNEWS 199: Skoool's Out ¥For Ever

SchNEWS 200: Snapshots Of Global
Resistance

A Suicidal Guide: D.1Y. Tunnelling

SchNEWS Index

And Finally

Emergency Section Six

Plus! The Definitive 16 page...

SchNEWS contacts listing

This new stvle interactive contents page results from us not getting

it together to put page numbers in the book, See the relevant

SchNEWS number to work out where things are.
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Published in Brighton by Justice?

23rd January 1998

. WAKE UP! WAKE UP! THE WORLD IS UNDER ATTACK!

Free/Donation

POLICE ENTER DEAD

WOMAN'S BOTTOM

"This area of the East Mendips s the centre
of Somersel s major quarrying industry.
Virtually one-fifth of the national
requirements are met from Somerset.”

Somerset County Council
As SchNEWS went to press, a of cat
and mouse between protesters, bailiffs and

the police is taking place at Dead Woman's
Bottom near Nunney, Frome.

The five protest camps are being
illegally evicted by the Under Sheriff of
Somerset and his merry men who moved in
carly Tuesday morning. The protesters are
irying to stop the proposed Bull's Green
Link Road being built. Although there are
only 30 to 40 people on site they are proving
impossible to evict effectively.

The authorities are having real
problems evicting because some of the
camps are on private land, and local
landowners who are opposed to the road are
refusing to support the powers that be. One
told SchNEWS: "There are vans and vans
and vans of riot cops but the Section 69 (a
Jormal warning from a senior cop to leave
the land) that they're handing out is
basically a get-out-of-jail-free card”"

Dcspltc the fact that there were
children on site, no prior warning was given
ol the eviction. One woman was dragged
off and her kids were left alone screaming,
while a doctor was assaulted by bailiffs on

W own land. - INV/|SIBLE PIXIES

As fast as the bolts for the perimeter fence
are set in concrete, they are being
mysteriously ripped out by invisible
xies. . "This protest will last for months.
¥ are conducting a guerrilla warfare from
the woods"

Everybody's favourite environmentalists,
Turmac, are paying for approximately two-
thirds of the £3.2M road-scheme - the rest
1% 10 be met from the tax-payer. If built it

will give Tarmac easier access to the .

Hulecombe quarry, as well as enable them
10 trash previously inaccessible areas of the
Mendips. The road will cut through Asham
Wood, one of the last two ancient

Fresh Water Cray fish [no, the fish aren’t
upa tree, they're in a stream cleverclogs].
But don’t worry, according to the County
Council's Structure Plan this part of the
Mendips is a Designated Special
Landscape Area! Ironically, while the
Council are ing that the road needs
to be built to divert heavy lorries away
from five villages, 30 % of Halecombe
Quarries output is for asphalt for roads
and road maintenance,

The Mendips have been the scene

of the longest mnmn%_hecoluglcal direct
action in the country. The mining causes
massive destruction to the environment,
lowering and polluting the water table and
producing material for large construction
projects. As one activist told SchNEWS:
"It is ridiculous that the Mendips are
supplying stone to the whole country.
Mining should be small-scale and
supplied on a regional basis"
* Whatley Quarry, owned by Hanson PLC, is
another site that is destroying the Mendips. It
is currently looking to double in size, creating
a gaping hole that will be visible from the
Moon. In

December 95 Earth First! staged a -

mass trespass, with 500 activists trashing the
site and closing the quamry for a week. A court
case of the 3 people charged with ¢riminal dam-
age to the ratiway line mto Whatley is now a
year old, with the prosecution dragging their
feet in a clear attempt to break the spint of those
mvolved. A Show Trial is expected in March.
This campaign is gonna last for a while, so
get yer arse down there NOW !
DEAD WOMAN'S BOTTOM
01749 880 144

GREEN BELT HOUSING:
ITS. &.-.B.FH7Y

“Labour 5 long term aim is... a strategy lo
bring empty properties into life.”

New Life For Britain, Labour Party Policy
Document, October 1996,

With the nmmp of the £22 BILLION
roads programme killed off, a lot of
activists have been breathing a sigh of relief
- for a while. But just when we thought that
our iree and meadow type-things were safe,
a new threat has emerged: it seems as if
the. greasy palms of business have
transferred their money from tarmac to
bricks and moriar (Schi48)

Hang on though, hold your horses. Even if
planning permissicn is given for many of
these schemes, the bulldozers will not be
mm"ingm “til after the Millenium, so it isn’t
time to put on your hamesses and head for
the trees just yet. Now is the time for
establishing green belt housing (GBH) as
an issue. The more that the threat of direct
action is put forward, the less likely it 15
that John Prescott will give the go-ahead
for the developments.

It seems as though this issue might well br
the one which sparks off a retumn of mass
scale direct action. Houses being created
are not to meet direct social need, of which
there 1s much, but in order to make a
fast(ish) buck. Every year 100,000 of the
new households created cannot afford to
obtain housng at the market rate, and rarely
is there any provision for social housing in
local authority structure i

HOMES NOT DOMES

Building pricey 14 bedroom shoe-
boxes in the South East isn’t exactly the
way to solve the housing crisis. And the
plan to tack 80,000 new houses onto the
outskirts of Millon Keynes should be
looked upon as a criminal act in itself.

 Building houses on sparsely developed

land lwds to thc buﬂdmg of more roads,
dency, more shopping

SChNEWS PRESENTS:

“'MARK THOMAS

% as seen on that TV thing %
(@ Pavilion Theatre. Brighton

10th Feb '98

to launch our sexy 3nd book -
"SchNEWSannual” featuring issues
101-150 + photos:cartoons; features & 16

centres md mcremed in hmes
when the country can barcly retain the
services it already has.

Also, if urban housing density is increased
100 much in order to save the countryside,
then our cities may lose their remaining
vital green spaces. On SchNEWS's
dourste'p (well, 4 miles away) Peacchaven
Valley is under threat. 90% of locals,
including the mayor, support direet action
1o stop the GBH. *Stopping The Sprawl’
by Friends of the Earth, £7 (or £4.50 from
FoE groups), Pnblll:ations Despatch,

pages ov hot . Send us £6 & sae.

FoE, 56-58 Alma St, Luton, LU1 2PH. ]

LIVE THE LIFE U LOVE & LOVE THE LIFE U LIVE!



GLOBAL STREET PARTY!

“Imagine the kick of taking back your street in
the knowledge that all over l‘he worldpmﬁ
doing the same! A Global Street Party has the
potential to be a defining momtq‘rsmhmce

Since its first appearance in London in
1995, the street has been erupting across
the world with its collision of love and 1age,
carnival and revolution, politics and From
Leeds to Sydney, Amsterdam to burgh
Berlin to Israel, thousands of poople have
banished the car, danced defiantly, transformed
private space and created their own
€ local festivals of resistance. Now
mmd:lllmhyas come from London and Finland

hold a Global
‘98

o

SAT 16th MAY

This dslc comc:ldcs with the 1998 G8
ting in B where world leaders
of thc 8 largest economies meet to make

decisions about the future of the planet and its
mlc They will then all fly to Geneva to
the 50th anniversary of GATT. There
they will sign more agreements which enable
them to wrench ever more power and control
away from local communities and siphon it into
the self-appointed dictatorship that is the World
Trade Organisation. Reclaim The Streets (RTS)
want to what you think about a Global
g&mﬂgx;ﬂy Day? Let them know asap! (by the
Reclaim The Streets PO Box 9656
London, N4 4JY Tel 0171 281 4621

* On Sat Tth Feb, there’s gonna be another RTS
in Amsterdam. More info on (Dutch) 06-
53642572, from the 5th of Feb * On Sat 9th
May it’s gonna be the tum of Wolverham .
More details to follow. * Help is also o
make a street party happen i Hertfordshire
this summer- to draw attention lo a destructive
new toad scheme. Contact 01923 448131

* This week in Stockholm. Sweden, activists
connected to Action for Social Ecalagy

tem; ily stopped the construction of the
scmmllI Link road.

SPIDER'S WEBIN T’
KITCHEN, BY ‘ECK

Alan Bowkett, the chief executive of the

parent company of Magnet Kitchens, this
week had a Coronation Streer-style posee of

fucked-off sacked workers decamp in his back
garden. Bowkett got a £124,000 salary
wnerease last year - a silver-plated garlic
crusher more than the £114.000 needed to
meet the 3% pay nse demanded by the 300
who have been on stnke for the last 18
months. “If they could do i, why:mu.f? We
decided we'd become eco-warriors, "' said
one ex-worker. Four umions are backing their
mdustrial action. A spokesperson for Mr
Bowkett, trying not to sound like Alf Roberts,
sadhe “would see how long they would stay ™

* Watch SchNEWS’s pal Mark Thomas,

who invaded the Magnet AGM last week
with the stikers (C4 Weds 11pm)

Subscribe! _

Keep SchNEWS FREE! Just send 15t Class stam
y'oucanm'}kec Post freeto all prisone
telfax:

01273} ©85913 Hum‘f

Congrats to Denise and GrandPappy,
parents of baby Clay, who was con-
ceived down the cakehole tunnel during the
Manchester airport evictions and born on
Christmas Eve. Was this the last eviction of
977*** Bit late but nice one to The Christ-
mas Liberation Front. They removed a
Renault (car) logo which was the crowning
feature of the 45ft Christmas tree in Man-
chester City Centre and replaced it with a
more traditional star *** E-Tea? Check out
the Anarchist Teapots website at
www.hrcwmin ac.uk/campaigns/EF! /tea-
t. Don't forget their new a §n5

Egndon Rd, Brighton. It's open 12 noon - 6
pm Sat/Sun, with films and events in the
week eves. On 2nd Feb they will be show-
ing Cheech and Chong “up in smoke” at 7pm
**There's a picket of o's on WesL St,
Bnghtan this coming Saturday 24th, 12 noon

, in protest at their support of the
Prug“t Work for your dole plus a tenner
scheme. *** Get yourself down to the Win-
dows Art Centre, Lower Borough Walls,

Bath on Saturday Feb 21st for a West Coun-
I:ry Activist's winter . There will
from en ronmenla] social j
hce and animal rights groups, follow: by
vegan lunch, workshops, Accommodation
isavailable- contadOl 5466526 in advance
In response to the Countryside Alliance’s second
PRO-HUN IING ralgﬂt March 1st, Hyde Park),
Movement Against onarchy are warning:
Do not underestimate their clout. Oppaaman fo
the first rally in August was
ent. So get down to the Public Meeta ]E
Conway Hall, Red Lion Square

~don on Thursday 19th Febrlm @ITBOpnto

help suss out a strategy *** London Animal
Action, have told us about the following anti-
hunt demos: Sat 31st Jan-Downing Street-12
noon inster Station, turn nght), Wed 4th
Feb-Houses of Parliament-12 noon; Mon 9th
Feb-Labour HQ, Millbank Tower (meet Pimlico
Station 12 noon). Bring banners! *** Anyone
interested in going on a direct action tour to
Germany n May should contact LUNE EF on
01524 381844 *** For a mind-bending,
brain-washing ]:saml; 100°s of web addresses of
information on warfare sites go to: www.lao.ca/
earth/damn *** A not-for-profit video project
is being set up in Bristol. It's early days but'ideas
include community video, eco-documentaries
and maybe even a video magazine. Contact
01941 170945 if yvou want to know more *** NICE
ONE! UK’s 18t prison bootcamp is 1o shut down.
NEWBURY ANNIVERSARY

Cops on horseback, some in heh as well as
the usual vanloads stood guard, as 100 people held
another re-union rally at Newbury two weeks ago.
Perhaps the cops were a little nervous, fearing a
repetition of last years anmiversary, when naughty
activists *hijacked’ a Friends of the Earth rally,

mvaded a site compound and smashed and burned
every piece of machinery they could get ther hands
on. causing at least £200.000 worth of damage. This
time the police had to contend with people with
Chnistmas decorations, ribbons and thermos flasks.
Later at a candlelit vigil, a man was spotied all
blacked up and laying on the ground and

eavesdropping on those at the vigl!
TRAINING DAY

Want to do something different for the New Year? Then
why not get mvolved in SchNEWS. We will be having
another one of our Tranmng Days soon, so give us a

ring if you're interested. 01273 685913
g ., 20 for next 20 isstes) or donations
¢fo on-the-fiddle, P.O. Box

schnews @br‘cn ton.co.uk

BEER MONSTERS

The land occupation at the threatened Bury
St Edmunds Butts Water Meadow in Suffolk,
has now been going strong, for 4 weeks, de-
é:m gales, ﬂoods and winter weather! The

Egm ing to save the meadows

aroad that Greene King

Bmw wanthuﬂtm order to save 10 min-
utes off their delivery journeys. The cam

has widespread support, with local people
and businesses supplying most of the essen-
tials, such as food, water, equipment, uten-

m]s and firewood - but they would like a few
peofplel:ucomandstay Thereisalsoa
boycott the company in place, with planned
Eickels outside pubs in the pipeline. Contact
359 240365.

INSIDE SCHNEWS

“1 am oﬂcn held in :om! isolation in  solitary
d peri

of a'epra‘vu.'ian p.sycbofagkm‘ abuse, constant
intimidation, starvation diets and physical
torture. On numerous occasions [ have becn
shackled in a bombe#mdlﬁmuwn
ha'mgm.skep floar, cold audmhdﬁrdg-.r

Satpal Ram was given a life scntcnm: eleven
years ago for defending himself st a racist
attacker who stabbed him with a broken

glass.
* Despite the fact that Lord Chief Justice Lane said

that Satpal should serve ten years, he has now
been told he will have to serve an additional two
years before his case comes up for review again.
SchNEWS isn’t usually in to writing to our MP’s
but Satpal is asking for people to write to Jack
Straw to ask that he be released now. Letters of
protest to Jack Straw, Home Secretary, 50 Queen
Anne’s Gate, London SW1H 9AT (but don’t
mmhoncmmahs)

Letters of support: Satpai Ram E94164,
N Perry Rd., Sherwood, mts
NGS5 BAB(mdltmordeddehva

DYING FORIT

Quick, better get your bets in for the Death
Sweepstake. Name those most likely to pop their
clogs (throw a seven) in “98 and you could be a
winner. Make your hist of 10 celebrities (vounger

than 90) and email it to
deathscore@postmodem.com quickly. If you miss
the deadline you can watch all the fun at httpy/

www.deathscore com/deathscore/. There is a
catch though - “you don’t get credit for any death
in which you, the player, have directly or indirectly
participated. In other words, NO PUSHING!

ANYONE® - and finally...

A dodgy New York landlord who tolcarry out
any repairs on the neglected flats she rented out has
been sentenced to spend 60 nights in one of the flats
herself! “She should have a taste of her own medicine™
said Judge JoAnn Friia. Tenants said they had
complained to Florence Nyemitei about lack of hot
water, partial electricity, blocked toilets, faulty fire
extinguishers and poor heating for four years but
nothing was dane. Nyemitei was fined $10,000 and now
has to spend four nights a week between 8pm and 6 am
at one of the flats.
* If you're fed up with cretinous landlords then why not set
up a housing co-op. Get # copy of a Radical Routes’ new
book called funnily enough *How To Set Up A Housing
", which covers the legal issues, pradical sep-
by-dep advice mnd heartening success donies. Write to 24
Firfield S, Bristol, BS4 3AL email krayg@cablemet couk
disclaimer
SchNews wamns all hunters to choose their quarry -
with care in case they end up in a fucking great
nit. That's the (Dead Woman’s) *“bottom’ (punl.‘h)

i Fmt?mexmgx. -

e-SchNEWS: htto://www.cbuzz.co.uk/SchNEWS/
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TO THE LIVERPOOL DOCK WORKERS

“You have all been an inspiration to
workers throughout the world, this
struggle has united workers on a level
unknown before

Email tribute

Two years, three months and
twm nine days after they were
sacked for refusing to cross a picket
line, Liverpool dock workers voted
on Monday to end their marathon
dispute with the Mersey Docks and
Harbour Company. A short state-
ment issued on Monday reads:

At a mass meeting the Liverpool
Dockers decided to call an end to
their lonsnmnin dispute on a rec-
ommendation from their shop
stewards. The decision to end the
dispute was taken after hearing
about a number of very important
and significant developments
which made it more or less impos-
sible to continue. We ask the com-
rades to aplgeciate the difficulty
that confronts us at this stage and
understand that all the relevant de-
talls of the final settlement will fol-
low in due course,

Thanks for all your magnificent
and wonderful support.” -

Yours in Solidanty,

im Nolan
erseyside Port Shop Stewards
anmnS.ghtlSIEWS h
] went to press s
stewards were still meeting and w?rg
will give more details when they fol-
low. We at SChNEWS say res to
the dockers and Women of the Wa-
terfront. The dispute was surely one
of the most imaginative and créative
responses to Globalisation in trade
union history. It not only crossed in-
lernational ndaries, but united
tllffcmnt struggﬁ. The dockers fight
ight be over but the fight against
)W-pay, crap jobs and a world where
le don’t get shafted for trying to
@ decent standard of living con-

bith

nues
For a &gﬁ? history of the strike,

mSc S 136 or check out the
www.Labournetorg.uk.

* “While Elton John makes a song and
dance about a dead princess, Polygram
continues to profit from the misery of
the workers at M & 5”

Polygram is a multinational com-
pax:g:ﬂfgéing in40 countries. Itis one
of biggest music companies
in the world, controlling 20% of the
worldwide market. In 1996 it made
£2.965 billion sales 'Elton John's ‘Can-
dle in the Wind' - the best selling son,
of all time - is published throug
Fol - ram buft “cl}}:?ugEd by M & S

Packaging) o m. M&S
their \Forgrs just £3.80 an hour “}:1*3:
no holiday or sick [IJay and 12 hour
shifts. People employed at M & S
through a local agency on a ‘when
needed’ basis are paid even worse - just
£3 per hour.

owever, when one of the workers,
Nigel Cook, started to argue against
low pay and poor conditions and set
up a union he was sacked.

So a campaign has been set up not
iust to re-instate Nigel, but also to high-

ight the crai jobs and casualisation
that the dockers were also fightin
against. There’s gonna be a picket any
protest of Polygrams Britannia Music
Awards (the Brit Awards) at Docklands
Arena, London on Monday 9th Febru-
ary letting people know that it's notall
glitz a lélarru:mr behind the music
industry. Ring 0171 837 1688 for details
of the picket. There will be tranSgorl
from Brighton - ring 01273 685913 to
book a place.

Nigel Cook Campaign, PO Box 14,
g;ﬁgtnn, Lancashire, BB5 1GG 01254

* Meanwhile pool old Elton %ohn has
been told by his accountants of a loom-
ing cash-flow crisis. It seems his weekly
spending bill of £280,050 is causing
some concern With five homes across
the globe (with two florists making 240
flower arrangements a week for his
homes) and a fleet of cars worth almost
£2 million, SchNEWS wonders just
how the poor old musically-challenged
twat is manages.

CRAP ARREST OF THE WEEK
For cleaning your bowels: Stoke

nicked two party or-
ganisers and confiscated a two-kilo block
of dlay. The clay was meant to be con-

sumed as a way of cl ing the colon,
\ eansing r

butthed officers found this
difficult todigest,anda mistook
ithrhashdgepuwpfgr:“ of shit.

* This week the government told the
nation that it had spent £126,000 on re-
furbishing 10 and 11 Downing St since
the General Election. Now what was
that about us all having to tighten our
belts because there’s no money in the

pot?

* Belgians are facing a second week-
end out money as a strike of secu-
rity-van guards puts their country on
the verge of becoming Europe’s first
cashless society. The strike followin
the murder of three security in ar
robberies, is over low pay (they earn
on average £700 a month) and has left
banks, shops and their customers short
of cash, with virtually all cashpoint
machines closed days ago. With teach-
ers and health workers also on strike
and near-daily demonstrations, the
self-styled capital of Europe is in dan-
ger of sinking into chaos...

THESE PEOPLE STILL NEED

YOUR SUPPORT
*350 Magnet Workers have been on
strike now for 18 months over pay and
conditions (see ScChNEWS 151), If you'd
like to make a donation contact the
Strike Committee c /o Jan Crammond,
Eg%ﬁ]adburgh Drive, Darlington, DL3

*Hillingdon Hospital Workers have
been in dispute for as long as the dock-
ers (see SChNEWS 136). Sacked after
refusing to take a 20 pay cut and worse
conditions, they have been abandoned
by their union UNISON and are des-
Elerate for donations. Donations to

SSC c/o 27 Townsend Way,
Northwood, Middlesex, HA6 1TG

IN NEXT WEEKS SCHNEWS
The Free Party clampdown continues - last
Saturday in Stoke Newington it was the
turn of five sound systems to have their
rigs confiscated. So next week SChNEWS is

onnadoa doutge-gssue on whatt’ﬁ been

ing round the country in the past

ijpgirlg?\th%. Give usa bell i;r)):ou've 5Etaany
gossip.



CARRY ON UP THE
BOTTOM

“Dead Womans Bottom has taken a slap-
pmg but we're still holding on”.
12 days after bailiffs moved in and evicted
mm, there’s still plenty of activity up
Womans Bottom. le are trying to
a link road being built to make it easier
for Tarmac to mine more of the Mendip Hills.
(see SchNEWS 151) Although all the trees
have been felled and two security com-
?mmds have been set up, ters are still
avin it’. despite 30 arrests, a 5 mile exclu-
sion zone and the destruction ofthe on route
camps. “If we cant stop the road, we can make it
cost millions”. Two camps exist at O.S. co-
ordinates ST 716463 717461 between

N and Cha Lane, with the road
hlﬂiﬂed and police ce minimal.
Info line 01749 144/ Prisoner support
01373 452 777.

PRESSMENAN WIN!

DIRECT ACTION SAVES ANCIENT
WOODLAND
After another attempt to fell Pressmenan
Woods ended in failure two weeks ago, the
t Committee’ has thrown in the
towel, and announced that ‘an indefinite
hold has been put on the feeling of the oaks’,
The campaign to save the ancient
Land has been covered extensively in
SchNEWS over the last two years; BMW
wanted to destroy a significant proportion
of the remaining one g;’r cent of ancient
woodland in i use in their cars,
but a combination of direct and legal action
has won . According to Marina, in-
volved in the campaign since day one:
“We never gave up, even after twoand a
half years. Direct action has saved the wood.
When the police refused to ‘protect” the
chainsaw crew from ‘activists’ we knew we
could win it. Alt h it's not definite yet,
it looks like the wi is saved.”

Hello Taxi?

Cab drivers in Eastern Germany are fac-
ing prison sentences of up to two years for
.well, for driving their cabs. 46-year-old
Bernd Ludwig of Goerlitz in Saxony was
found guilty of aiding and abetting 3 refu-
gees from the former Yu via and sen-
tenced to 15 months in prison; even though
when he picked up the passengers hedidn't
know they were immigrants who had ille-
gally crossed the EU ‘border.”

Inthe Zittau region of Saxony, police are
investigating another 22 cab drivers and
thro t the border region taxi driversare

ing taken to court.

German border guards are handing out
leaflets asking cab drivers to watch out for
‘clients of foreign a ance’, with Tots of
luggage or wet clothes’. Drivers are recom-
mended to check their passengers’ identity
papers and -in case of suspicion- alarm the
police immediately via a special code word
over their radios.

Taxi Co-operatives from across Germany
announced their resistance to this practice
and stated they were not going to exclude
any people from their vehicles.

Subscribe! e e ——————

Keep SchNEWS FREE! Just send 1st Class

SchNEWS in brief
The Anarchist Teapot are holdin, a_Di_{_ect

Action Training Day at the... ea-
pot (next to McShit, London Rd, Brighton)
- on Saturday 7th Feb. Give them a call if you

wanna know more - 01273 5?1)465,&1@
u 11.30 on the day***The Wo
A]:ti"uyn Society in Ireland, set up after the
destruction of Glen ‘o’ the Downs, needs
your dosh [anglamount] with S.A.E, in re-
turn you get their newsletter : Woodland
Action Soc. 4 Blinkbonnie, Currie EH14
tlS‘::l’"“‘I-lua Sexual Freedom C:t:jaéitlon are
ving a campaign meeting at the Plough,
Museﬁm St,ﬁ%gon W(ﬁ ( 3 ins from
Tottenham Court Rd tube) @ 8pm shalﬁ;:m
Tues 10th Feb. Contact: PO Box 4ZB, -
don W1A47B; email: sfe@dircom.co.uk; Fax
0171 493 4479. **Brighton-based Natty Trust
are holding a Natty Carnival @ Concorde
on Wed 4th Feb, 9pm-2am. Amonﬁs! the at-
tractions are face painting, a full organi
menu, live art, and music of course: Li
Latino Percussion, Carnival Collective etc.
But best of all - a 5x5m piece of land will be
secured forever by your (£4/£3/£2 50-fancy-
dress) For info on the Natty Trust call 01
564291*** There's a free street party in Wor-
thing Town Centre as part of Love the Earth
Bag Al iately it's on Valentines Day
(Feb 14th) 12 noon meetin, g;:ntheﬁmenb
Heene Terrace on the seafront *** A Slou,
Borough Councillor chained herself to
railings on a Town Hall balcony this week
with a banner proclaiming ‘Save our
Greenbelt’. This was after the Council de-
cided to build another 1,000 homes on
belt land ***

Bristol Green Party is holding its second
Green Futures conference on Saturday 28th
February. Entit]ed’]l;'u)d for Thl:lugh%,_I Land
for Living’ it's at Friends Meeting House,
126 Hamy Road, Redland, Bristol. Tel:
0117 92 4 *** The next Groundswell
meeting of claimant groups, is on 28 Feb -
1st March at the Secular Hall, 75
Humberstone Gate, Leicester, LE1 1WB 11.30
am start *** Activists disrupted a Shell Re-
cruitment Conference in Portsmouth on
Thursday, lettingleveryone know about the
companies involvement in Ognoni land,
Ni%sa‘. And if you missed that one, Shell
are ing a meeting on Monday 9th Feb-
ruary, 6 ﬁm, at the Shell Centre (next to
Waterloo BR). They will be highlighting the
environmental benefit of destroying more
rainforest - this time in Peru - in an attempt
to extract more fossil fuels

SchNEWS PRESENTS:

‘MARK THOMAS

* as seen on that TV thing %
@ ani]iunﬁmm

10th Weﬁb“"*"ﬁ"s

to launch our 3rd book -
"SchNEWSannual" featuring issues
101-150 + photos;cartoons;features & 16
ages ov hotl contacts. Send us £6 & sac.

(e.g. 20 for next 201
mmm&mim%ﬁmbﬂﬁm&%&dﬂm&wﬂdﬂq?ﬂ.m
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or donations (

L}
Hunt Sab Saga’s

Those loveable who liketo play hard
attheCra anmmmﬁnnthﬂvebeen
bus'ngst y , at the Cowdry House meet
Lord Cowdry served an injunction on a Sab
which basically said if dont tell us the
namesof the in your van we'llnick
yer, as an injunction is a civil matter this Sab
considered this a violation of his right to si-
lence and refused to comply *** Cand Halso
managed to upset their mates in the Sussex
Co when they joined forces with

Sabs and Shoreham protesters also joined
forces and the resulting policing bill mpt the
Old Bill potty. Ata between Plod and
the Hunt Master it is believed the Police said
they were not prepared to d any more of
their (sic) money on a ‘sports event” and
would ly send the hunta bill next time,
the hunt responded by threatening to sue
(what for ?)"gon

aItthosewhoES)lSmonthsatﬂteDaven
fracas (see Sch150) have been released un
their appeal hearings

VEGAN VASELINE
Ao : £ 3
Nﬁnﬂhhr% inIann!e!and g:)‘;'t;mbeﬁ
land to Injunctions served against
thernmusr;’ger the new Anﬁ-&:lidng laa:va. g
:Efinganuddhespmteslon'lhursday.wi

media coverage and the pri security
videoing furiously, (we're fm'wandg '
the sell thru), the police were reluctant to

tackle the naked Vaseline covered
frolickers so not surprisingly no-one was ar-

INSIDE SCHNEWS
‘Inverness’ John Davies and Ian Williamson
were found guilty this week of violent disor-
der and criminal damage to a fence, during
the Manchester No Runway II airport cam-
paian were given given 12 months each
and could do with some letters of su|

“&ihem&leil:aﬂ-{MPA]Ltconiu?,l-ﬁhﬁher
Fazakerly, Li 1, L9 . John's prison
number:);CH ,I.anisCHS(I)G'I

Help! We're not joking - we really nee
some pmw people u]c;hel]g: withSchz'E |
So if you fancy having a go why not come
along to our training day on 18th Feb

ary. Or pop in sooner if you just can’t waif}
to get involved.

The Corrections tion of Ame
has eme&d as the McDonald’s of pri
isons. CCA

s
ueto the phi y
Beasley, w%o tells us just
business is all about “You just sell it like
were selling cars or real estate or ham
ﬂ's.”

disclaimer

if some one who knows the score dosn’t
come in and look at our mac’s in the next
schnews

S
to Justice?) Ask for '

i n, East Sussex, BN2 2DX.
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T'S WAR!

... ON THE KILLER CORPORATIONS

Fifteen masked-up environmentalists spent
un hour on Sunday sipping tea on the lawn
ut the Sussex home mc boss of one of
the world’s biggest multinationals.

Mark Moody-Stuart, Manag-
ing Director of Royal Dutch Shell, and his
wile Judy, were startled to find protesters
scrambling on their roof and in the front gar-
den of “Little Blackbrook™ in Hassocks, w
they unfurled ten-foot-banners proclaiming
"MURDERERS’ and ‘EARTH FIRST!".

By the time police arrived after a
quarter of an hour, Mrs Moody-Stuart was
serving refreshments as members of South
Downs Earth First! grilled her husband
about the meeting of 1,000 killer corpora-
tions in Davos, Switzerland, which ended
on Tuesday. Simultaneous actions took
place around the globe in Colombia, Ger-
many, Haiti, Ireland, Italy, Mexico, South
Korea, Spain and the USA. Nearly 200 or-

nisations from 54 countries, with a com-
mned membership of 20 million, have re-
loused the Declaration against the
Cllobalisers of Misery.

The playwright Harold Pinter, and
Ken Loach, the film director, were among
the signaturies denouncing “the accelerat-
ing centralisation of political and economic
power and the shift to unaccountable and
Wndemocratic institutions”.

One EFter told SChNEWS: “This is direct
democracy in action. Injustice isn t anony-
mous, it has names and addresses. It was
the only chance we had to literally bring
home the reality of the destruction that gi-
unt corporations like Shell inflict upon in-
digenous Eeopfe across the globe.”
haired Moody-Stuart, 57, told
olesters: “7 don t really want a ‘MUR-
D!‘ [ERS* banner on my roof; could you take
it dovwn? 1'm getting on a bit and it d benefit
w4 hoth - you could use it at the next AGM]”
i marks the build up to MAI-DAY, when the cor-
pstions finally take over the world (see Schi4l)
With tho signing of the Mulilateral i on
lisvastiient, due in May. And this time: ITS WAR!
Ihis monster free trade treaty will give multina-
fiinals the right to sue national governments, with
rlulor political right than any soverign nation.
alroacdy bappened in Canada undcr a Ih.rcc-

FRIDAY 13th MAIIHORROR SHOW @ HOUSE OF COMMONS

Of America is suing the Canadian government
for $367M for trying to ban the use of MMT, a
controversial gasoline additive it produces in
Ottawa. It wants "immediate compensation for
impaosing legislation which hiders it's opera-
tions {Pqﬁf} 5

‘While the UK press is sillent, activists in
Onxford set up a DIY polling booth - a people’s
referendum - last month to get people to vote
for or agamst the treaty. Once they leamed de-
tails 99% voted NO.The final negotiations take

place in Paris between the world’s nichest 29 -

countries on February 16-20th. Oxford City
Council passed a motion denouncing the treaty
m a letter to the DTi. Another referedum wall
be held tomorrow, and the idea is bei

m Reading and St Andrews. Tumr?;a::ﬂd
Corporate Watch 01865 791391. A national
action has been called for Friday 13th at the
House of Commons, with an opniate “hor-
ror’ theme. Contact the Wm]?;]?)evelopmenl
Movement on 0171 737 6215.

CTION!

On Feb 23-25th, 600 activists from People's
Global Action will meet in Geneva for the first
conference of a new world-wide co-ordination
of resistance to the global market and the MAL
SchNEWS'll be there - why not come too?
Playfair Europe!, Oviedo, Pedro Masaven 1 10
E 33007 Oviedo, Spain +34 85241121
WWW.agp.org www.citizen.org
e-maul the Counter Globalisation Network on
CGN@avocados.globalnet.co.uk

* GLOBALSTREET PARTY, May 16th. eve-
rywhere. Contact RTS 0171 281 4621

* PEOPLE'S SUMMIT, May 15th-17th, Bir-
mingham, against the G8 meetimg 0121 632 6909
* RECLAIM EUROPE!, June 14-16th, Car-
diff, aganst EuroSummit '98, the finale of Brit-
ain's six-month UK presidency.

SChNEWS PRESENTS:
MARK THOMAS

% as seen on that TV thing %
Pavilion_Theatre, Bnghmn f.lD

is Tues !
{10th) to launch our sexy 3rd book -
"SchNEWSannual" featuning issues
101-150 + photos;cartoons; features & 16
pages ov hot contacts. Send us £6 & sae.

... ON THE TELLY

“The hardrtafﬂyulhattkmummm-
son for itoring Irag 5 poi i
than those of Svria, Iran, ke Imq shouldn 1
be working on trying to develop a nuclear bomb.
But Israel already has a number of them. The
US, France, Britain etc. all have large supplies.
De I trust Irag with the bomb? Neo, of course
not, but I dont trust the US with it either "

2 David McReynolds

USA War Resisters League

Daing the rounds in the USA at the

moment is “Wag the Dog’, a film about an

president who tries to get out of the

mess he’s in by going to war. Sound farmiliar?

In Clinton, the US have a President who

apparently doesn’t impale or inhale, and ignores

the advances of Bons Yeltsin, but you can’t

really blame him for that, as he's a real ugly.

Despite this, he still insists it must go to war

with Iraq because they are not conforming to
UN resolutions.

America have broken countless UN
resolutions and are the only country in the world
that is currenly bemg investigated for the use of
biological weapons (over Cuba). Maybe they
are just not happy with the UNICEF figures that
show that seven years after the Gulf War, over
TWO MILLION is have died as a result of
UN sanctions, half of them children. And once
again, it will be the civilian population that will
suffer the consequences, especially if any of
these military targets which are hit release toxic
chemicals. Could it be that a few years from
now we will be witnessimg Gulf War Syndrome
117 And there was us thimking sequels were never
any good.

Where was the outery when Saddam used

‘chemical weapons on the Kurds? Who speaks

out when Bntam continues io sell Hawk jets to
the military dictatorship of Indonesia which has
occupied East Timor since 1975 and killed a
third of the population? Why did America stay
silent when Israel invaded the Lebanon in 1978
and again in 1982 and who still occupies South
Lebanon?

This ‘crisis' 1 just another chapter n the
carve up of the Middle East, agamst the intersts
of the mass of people living there, by the
superpowers. Well what a surprise. ..

ACTION!

The National Peace Council have set up an

' emergency response network

0171 354 5200 npc@apcorg

* Sat Feb 14th 12 noon: National demo against
the threat of war outside Ministry of Defence.
*Monday 16th Feb: direct action to shut down
the air base al Northwood in Middlesex which
15 the HQ for the rapid-deployment force.
*There’s a cheap minibus going to Faslane Peace
Camp m Scotland (camped outside the home of
Trdent) from Brighton and London 17th Feb -
22nd. Ring Alis 0171 275 9452 to book a place.



- PIGS,

CLAMP DOWN RUNDOWN'

12/4/97 Reclaim the Streets, Trafalgar
are: 3 le from Immersion charged
with conspiracy tomurder. Sound-system
impounded and later reaturned. Charges

were dn}:E;ed

5/5/97 Llyanbered, North Wales: Police
hellicoptors and riot vans appeared at
Marchlin Quarry and seized the Babble
soundsystem. The driver was arrested.

21/6/97 RTS, Bristol: Desert Storm
soundsystem and truck impounded on the
M4 and owners charged with canspiricy.
Rig and truck returned in October and
charges dn :

(_113 7/97 East Sussex: police threw the
-] A at a private birthday party folowin
the Brtgh}:::n Dance P;');ge,r?t‘ which Zﬁ
soundsystems made to promise not to put

on free parties that night.

16/8/97 Deiniolenin, North Wales: Po-
lice strip searched two people far drugs on
their way toa free party, finding none, be-
fore setting up road blocks.

6/9/97 Norfolk: at thelegally squatted
Thelverton Hall, police arrived before the
soundsystem toprevent a party organised
by Innerfield and Flanet Yes.

18/10/97 24 officers arrived at a private
birthday party and found £10 worth of
cannabis. They nicked two g took the
key to the house and impounded the
soundsystem.

31/10/97 Norfolk: At the squatted
Thelveton Hall, police crushed another

Innerfield doby seizin ipment, which
they later had omrﬁ.wﬂys’s bedding

was burnt on the front lawn by the owner
of the hall.

11/97 Tottenham: 60 riot Qﬂ busted
parlly and seized equipment belonging to
the Immersion rig - later returned minus a
few bits.

31/12/97 Brighton: one party was
stopped before it began; another was
stormed after midnight by riot police who
then baton charged eoutside. Athird
party took place in a squatted bingo hall,
until police seized the rig in the morning.

31712197 Nottingham:
Pulse, Smokescreen and DIY tried toput en
a party in a non-residential area, but po-

lice st it with roadblocks.
25/1/98 Hackney: noise pollution offic-
ers stopped a party in a disused Hackney

warehouse, siezing sound equipment

which they are now seeking to

"ONE MORE REPETATIVE 'lINLE FROM YOU
SUNSHINE, AND I'LL FUCKIN' DO Yal™
THE C.JA HITS TOYTOWRN

A VIEW FROM THE
DPANCE FLOOR

In January 600 party-heads, clubbers,
sound-system collectives and rave is-
ers met in Bristol's Trinity Hall. The all-day,
all-nei&ht party-come-conference built a
united front

"It's the War of the Flea Sound:s s]tarﬂ!_‘lls
keep growing from the grassroots. Whilethe
a’.ﬁmties h% and uman them, they keep
coming back toirritatethem. Onemay be out
of action for a time, but another will spring
up in it's place”

Debbie Staunton, United Systems

"Riot palice have c{mduded a year-long
war of attrition against ivate and open
airpmﬁm,mkiat;‘amggegwsmdbwk-
ing up events before they start”

e Big Issue, 31111
While New Labour were busy ing
gne corks and celebrating with a
-election kneesup, other parties (of
tive beats) were being actively state-
crashed across fields and warehouses all over
Britain.

Dandng is OK, solong as you doit with-
out thebeats. Otherwise policeresources and
m er, to the tune of an inner dty riot,
may have to be activated.

In the week before Labours landslide vic-

an unsuspectin received this
po gmhis&ma%: fhe North Wales po-
ice are monitoring your activities, and we
will take action tost revent”. Thenext
day several officers grilled him over rumours
of a May bank holiday rave - Having
monitered the UK Dance Listings webpage,
and e-mail North Wales paolice followed the
data trail right tohis door.

The fdlowing Ma “election” week-
end, the Trbe of ‘AT, Chans, BWPT and
Babble soundsystems, trailedby a oon-
voy, were met by the regional Zero's In-Tol-
erance squad at Marchlin qum in
Liyanl , Deploying helicopters riot
vans, the Babble systemwas impounded and
the convoy forced tofind sites over the
border into England.

Not that English police dont leave their
Criminal Justice Act (C]A) calling cardswhen
sound festivities come to town. A
month after the election, following an all day
RTS party, Desert Storm were pursued
Bristol police to the bottom of the M4.
Shielded by several hundred e thetruck
had been led tothe outskirts of Bristd toaveoid
being snatched by stationed riot vans. On set-
ting out for thelong haul up North, the vehi-
ce was pulled and the soundsytem im-

While 1997 saw quarries, fields, and ware-
houses ransacked even private gatherings
were being trashed.

The second half of 97' runs something like
this, mn in Wales continues, with

Rane Hs ermes, arrests and system sei-
zures. Armed response units show at a Nor-
folk house parz on Halloween. Pdlice in
Tottenham and Hackney discover the Noise
Act. Riot police showed at the Innerfield
Bingo Hall bash, seizing their rig, and steal-
ing records and connection leads. Then, only
amonth into 98'as part of the * Transforming
Hackn;f' me, five sound-systems
were taken under the Noise Act. .

/T 1S BETTER 7O SUCK AND FUCK ‘TIL YOUR KNEES WOBBLE. ..

RIGS AND

In 1993 the Southem Central Intelli-
'ﬁmczlkﬁtbegan : ation Snapshot”.

ollowing the events at Castlemarton
festival, open air raves were identified
as a target for police operations. Any
information, no matter how small, on
New Travellers or the rave scene”
was to be logged onto police databases
for futureintelligence. ingin since,
the Home Office tacked ravers on their
CJA top ten social deviant list, by out-
lawing sound-systems and making
criminals of their owners. On the party
scene since, 1997 saw more legislation,

manpower and resources mobilised to
I dose down free parties than ever befare

Clubbed fo Deallfi

T we are not careful night-life will tum
out to be no different from the bland con-

surnerist play. of chainstores and fast
food outlets which punctuate the daytime
econ:

ester itan University Insti-

tute for Popular Culture
‘Management who do not ein
drink and drug related matters will be
brought totask and this could ultimately lead
to dosure”
Chief Superintendent Peter Harris, Greater
Manchester Palice
In 1998, sniffer dogs, drug swab tests,
search warrants and licensing powers are
used on innocent dubbers. Many will be re-
corded on CCTV, inside dub venues some
madetosubmit todrug test. Somedubs will
be dosed and forced to sanitise
their nights with fresh police disinfectant li-
censing solutions.
This new dean dub solution won't effect
scum like the Ministry of Sound
but will wash out alternative dance and DIY
drauits nationwide In Brighton, where spe-
dal SWAT teams forever chase the rave to
the grave, fave Chief In or Bailey issued
areport toEnvironmental Services calling for
arevoke of acafe's 24 hour licence. Bai-
ley said Brighton police had ‘tollated in-
telligence and video f " implicati
the Sub Cafe's management with know
criminals and drug dealers. The cafe had
it's flyers banned for using the words " chill
out”, CCTV cameras spying on the venu
and officers wandering in on weekend
threatening the place with closure. Ho
ever, when Bailey's bully boys rolled u
front of the licencing committee with the
snooper film rushes and "intelligenc
casebook; it turned out the evidence w
misleading, and the Submanagement we
cleared. However, the continued
harrassment eventually led to their closure




NAUGHTY

ZAPPED ON CAMERA

When Web and Kirby, the multi-pub
conglomerate, bought the Brighton beach
fron club they decided to install hid-
den CCTV cameras. The system, all
grand spanking pervy new, is in full col-
our - so it canpidz out thatvggk stitching
on your bright fluffy bra and Kirby
say it's part of the new sanitised Zap char-
ter. FAinally, a club you can take your gran
alg:g to - they even shut at a mildly re-
spectable 3, 00am nowadays.

The Zap Club joins other Brighton
snooper spots - the Paradox, Event,
McClusky's, Greens and Cybar, in install-

ing stems where footage can be
used on police est. This is all part of
the new ell-Clubs-initiative on alf

of Brightan police, where, to get an enter-
tainment’s venue licence, you have to
fpunk ug (literally) on spy cameras first.

Drug Hellawell has already given

his thumbs up to new club bashin, 4
ers. On Newsnight hesaid “Alon ein-
ner d%areas. dubs were public enemy
na 1.’ The Legg Bill (Public Entertainments
and Licensing Act) when it becomes law
this year, will give palice the power to shut
dlubs on any evidence of drug use Smoke
# spliff in your local Ritzy and there goes
rmr Saturday night sesh. Even without
his Legg-up, police at:rFetting their jol-
Iles in Nort les by pseard'rin% stu-
dents on route to Bangor University In
Manchester police are Iaunchinﬁ ub
Watch schemes all over town, with plans
tomake CCTV alicensing condition. Else-
Where, Hackney council have set up a 24
hour weekend anti-rave hotline, which
rulnwlcr;gng locals through to Noise Pol-
ution Officers. On 25th January a tip-off
led to five sound-systems being im-
pounded in Stoke Newington.

*Problems with red faced loony ravers
Mﬁng about your next door. Hav’ a
wird with H ;1_,?! Noise Pallution Offic-
o on - 0181 9857711

*Anyone interested in seeing their deav-

or sweat s should phone the on
'ﬁfm znzm?n P -

*Information on the D‘;ﬁ Czars plansand
Home Office legislation call - 0171 2734000

Most of the danice music press ap- I
r to be either drowning in records
or too off their cake to notice the re-
tive beatz genocide taking placein
ubs, disused Bingo Halls, empty
arries, fields, squatted mansions
and private homes around the coun-
t ile the authorities continue to
sfiatch and d sound-systems,
#ap the life and creativity out of dubs,
and criminalise those on the dance
148 - musicjournalism is censorin
e real issues under a blanket [5'
itaty club ads, DJ cult worship and
inned wonder bra's. In just one
of a well known double-barrel-
led! litled dance mag SchNews found
#vidence of 90 pages of ads, 41 pages
i club related stuff, 1,349 cleavages,
and 3 pages on drug, underground
AN general news bit. Sorted!

DANCING TO WHOSE TUNE?

At one and a half grand per hour to
k oing, police helicopters are expen-
sie\.reepp%eceg ue kit, to b:med mly?’g: se-
rious anti-crime operations, Somebewil-
derment then, was felt by an ecstatic
crowd of party-goers raising eciative
arms up to the scintillating spotlight shon
from the helicopter hovering above.
While club lighting is usually expensive
in itself, those at this party at a derelict
farmhouse near Peter h last sum-
mer, were treated for more than an hour
toa dazzling aerial light display courtesy
of the old bill. And though that party was
not actually busted, the incident gives
cause toask again questions passing over
the lips of party-goers across the coun-
try: wlc'?lr the hell are police channelling
somuch of their resources into checkin
ea?ple's attempts to celebrate together?

at is it that seems to make some cop-
pers almost come with excitement at the
prospect of a clamp-down?

Free parties are not new, by any stretch
of theimagination; the same ness be-
tween people manifest by random chats
and hugs at parties today was experi-
enced by those at popular festivals down
the ages. Pretty much the opposite of
being on the tube in London, where pas-
sengers are almost always silent and

d eye contact, gri the aliena-
tion th?t,isfhe evezgy“crag reabﬁ' for most
of us. Can'tthe authorities get their heads
around the sense of ownership felt

le at free events, created those
within the dance community simply for
the love of the party? How much more
real is that experience than that of com-
mercial clubs, where the will to dance is
enclosed and removed from everyday
life, then sold back tousforthepriceof a
ticket? Perhaps though, that is precisely
what those in Eowar cann§et their head
around. With the growth of the free party
scene, people spent more time away from
commercial 'entertainment’ venues, get-
ting their drugs of choice from the black
market instead of from abar. We empow-
ered ourselves to put on our own events
and discovered that they made those of-
fered by the world of commerce seem Zrr-
7ng Nowonder a backlash, then: free par-
ties undermine some people’'s pursuit of

it, and for a while threatened to ex-
ecute the judgement that contemporary
leisure was pronouncing against itself.

What is it that's so empowering about
beats? When dance musictears through
our apathy with 150 bpm thrown out
across a crowd, we begin to live more
intensely, as anyone who's felt it will tell

ou: musicunifes, and inspires people to

et themselves go Tosay that that should
only take place within the walls of li-
censed clubsis to say that people should
only be able so freely to express them-
selves within the limits imposed by cor-
porate and other authorities whose inter-
est in dancing is merely tofleece those of
us who love it. For them, the walls and
time limits of clubs exist to contain our
creative desire for self-expression, mak-
ing that desire separate from ourselves
and lives, something that can only be

IHAN 7O SQUANDPER YOUR YOUTH ON REFORMIST POLITICS

KIDS

bought intg instead of being callectivel

lsfsed. Those wallstracethe samelines
of enclosure as those marked out by the
walls of art galleries, which keep "art’ as
something removed from everyday life,
to be exclusively controlled by a few. At
the Reclaim the Streets party last April,
the Immersion rig gave it some on the
doorstep of the National Galierﬁ, starkly
contrasting that bastion of h:_% culture
with something joyously participative,
embracing of all t :C?eoplethm It'sno
coincidence that Reclaim the Streets par-
ties when they began took the
soundsystem as their central part, bring-
ing to the everyday public space of the
streets this instrument of a free culture
whose public, inclusive celebration had
elsewhere been the target of so much re-
pression.

But it's not simply about being anti-
club; many club nights are wicked, put
on for fair prices by ewith attitudes
as good as the sound folks they attract.
The issue is one of control: loads of us
liketogoout and dancealot. Soonwho's
terms do we do this? Undoubtedly the
reason the police and general autharities
want to herd us all into clubs is because
that is the arena in which they can best
control what'we do  The crux of it all is
this: that dance culture, at its best, offers
people a glimpse, immediate experience
of a way of being together vastly differ-
ent from the reall%y maost people’slives,
where the spectre of money continually
haunts the space between us, What
would it be like ifP le huiged and
communicated so freely on the tube?
These different ways of relating to one
another are both a cause and an effect of
the concrete realities with which they are
bound up. With most of our most cre
sources - land, information, the space around
us - annexed by a minority social class, the
rest of us look past each other in our efforts
to comy for a bigger slice of the cake Of
course we feel alienated from one another
- all that we share is our lack of control.
Whether or not we're aware of it, each
time we put on a free party we take back
a space tomake our own, and declare au-
tonomy from the market system.

Party-goers everywhere should have noil-
lusions about why their scene is beinﬁ sa
heavily targeted by thase in power. So how
much does your cultire mean toyou? Across
the country, in the various invisible territo-
ries of abandaned halls and darkened fields,
beautiful free events are being su by
those with one hand painting to the guarded
clubdooar, and the other gripping a side-han-
dled baton. But people’s will to dance is as
relentless as their determination tothink and
arganise for themselves. We have scarcely be-

tomake them understand that we donot
ntend to play the game. -

“1 don’t understand why half the
world's still erying, when the other half
of the world's stil ing too, man, and
can't get it together” - Janis Joplin (as
sampled by Stay Up Forever Records)

real
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RADSTOCK RAILSTOCK

Having left a 10 mile strip of railtrack dis-
used for 23 years, British Rail are now in the
process of selling it to Bath and East Somer-
set Coundl whowant to build homes, facto-
riesetc Local campaigners and residentsare

to the loss of this important urban

- wildlifesactuary and safe passage for pedes-

h'imsavcidln:me mwﬁm
Rd. According to activists the land used to
belongtothe Board whose disused land

is meant to revert to common land after 20
years. As the coundil are unable to prove

ownership their eviction will be illegal, but
they have already started preparing for war
an?trashed an activists caravan. It can be

resisted /7 arsedwn there. Rin,
01761 432273 fd%ms d
COOLTAN RE-SQUATTED
London based itinerants Ecotriphavetaken
back the Coditan in Brixton - old com-
munity centrethat was brought by the Voice
newspaper but left torot for the year. A
Valentine's Day is being planned (372
Coldharbour Lane, 14th Feb of course, 10pm)
Thebuildingis tobecomea huxury
196 bedroom hotel - just what Brixton needs.

KICK McCRAP OUT OF FOOTIE
You've heard of the Kick Radsm Out of
Football ign - but what about the one
to kick McDonalds out of football? A
Wycambe Wanderers su wasnonetoo
happy about the appearance of Ronald
ald before his tearmns game comment-
ing “We need to protect our local children
from such ate exploitation” Hewrote
tothe Footbal g drawing attention to
thetheruling of thejudgein the McLibel trial.
This stated that ald's advertising and
marketing strategies “ explait children” with
Ronald used as a salesman, masquerading
asadown’ What a ise - Steve Suther-
land, Marketing Executive of the Leaguere-
plied 'unfa‘tunatél}y they are a major cor-
G:rate. ional football in
is country and will feature heavﬂm 1998
World Cup Promations . Sotough basically.
*AC [i%OM has been released contain-
ingall 20, ages on McSpotlight website.
Fc% acopy smr'l)dgadmahm to ]\ﬂahel Sup-
gn, 5 Caledonia Rd, London, N1
0171 713 1269 http://
www. McSpotlight org/

A-MAIZING

Genetically Modified (GM) food stuffs have
been having a hard time of it | ¢ Whichisa
shame At the Broomfield i Cdil
in Debrymutant etreesgotthe: , while
in France rum?a’p:!lf:rits evel he&iﬁrn-
testing 3 people have been on trial all week af-
ter trashing some mutant maize People fram
(I:nfeclagm Paysanne (the second biggest
farmersunionin France), entered a ant
and mixed up the mad-stuff with 25 tonnes of
non-mad maize. Estimated $1 million
ddllard In Ireland, Monsanto (the agro-chemi-
cal giant who gaveusthe screwy ) are
trg1 to get permission totest on 10 different
si ey want tokeep the farmers details se-
cret after afield of sugarbeet got a kicking
lastyear. Meanwhile, other speccy loonsin white
coats have man to engineer mice so that

they cemale sperm. Eek eek!
-ﬂummsmmwm+m
c/o PO Box 9656, London, N4 4]Y.
www.enviralink org/ orgs/ shag/ action.
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SChNEWS In brief

ed in the small ads of Peace News
shares activist, recovering frompost-
plcuﬁ shares blues, seeks revoluti o
eor romanticrevolutionary for mutual
disarmament. axe edae
airming rexrd *** Looking for an alternative
Easter? Bristd Earth Firstl areputtingon Love
and Rockets over the Easter weekend. Fri-
day 10th 1 will see workshops on'the
sodal dty’. at Bus Station Car Park @
midday: r;:l;?/, and its an early start fora
bit of a direct-action-surprise Mareinfocon-
tact Bax 10, Greenleaf, 82 Colston St,, Bristol,
BS1 5BB *** Fascists more than thi
ined for when they tried tohold a meet-
ing in Dublin last week. The whoare
devoted to preventing refugees find-
ing smduaz;ln Ireland, didn’t bargin for
Anti Fasdst Action whomade surethe meet-
ing degenerated into a farcical shoutin
match, followed by stink bombs! *“*It'sabit
early yet, but 19-16th ilin rdia-
ries for the Intemational Ani Rights
G Hdlland. The event will indude
Prmentahms practical warksh ve%.;r;
ood, demos and a benefit con and
been ised to enetworking and
ion between individuals, 1 and
international Call 01424 430503 for
infa*** Talkin: animal rights, there's a
demo autside Shamrock Farm (thenice
ple who supply monkeys for vivisection)
next Wednesday 11th 230 pm Meet
therecycling bins on the Level for alift. ***
%—:& reminder to get down tothe Windows
Centre, Lower Borough Walls, Bath on
Saturday Feb 21st for West Country Activ-
ist's Winter Gathering . Therewill be k-
ers from e;lmmmta;, ]sim‘ai \gyﬁm and
animal rights , follow Vi
lunch, wor shl:gsm rmlsic:ar'lvclliarnrn?ﬁan
Accommodation is available - contact 01
466526 in advance *** | Bradford's
1in12 Clubhave sed aweek of events
fromm 1st -4th induding a four day conference
for all those pissed wi}; talism and
itsh-nl:)ad. It Prrmisestn ‘different from
anything you've ever been to before’. Tosa
involved call 0117 907 3667 ** Alternatively,
th crew want bods to get adtivein
their towns May Day events, and neect: stalls,
speakers, poets, bands, DJs, audio/visual
equipt, banners. Write to Partsmouth
Day Collective, Bax M 167 Fawcett
Southsea, Hants. PO4 ODH*** There will be
aday of action at the site of the Mbb Motor-
way { Manchester Orbital Ring Road) on Feb-
rua%;ﬂth. Meeting at the Daisy Nook Visi-
tors Centreat 11 Contact and Cath
Jones on 0161-344-D225 or E-Mail

Activist3i@yahoo.com ***Work on the
aheshwa in India had to be st
after massive ests of locals when thou-

sands occupied the site since jmuar){ 11 and
went on hunger strike. (see SchNews 150) The
govermment has ordered a review.

I SCHNEWS TRAINING DAY

Learn how to write, stuff envel
and I;I’}'mk Top Publish SchNEWS at ml:'
next Traini on Wednesday 18t
February ‘lilgng;ymwm .

Therewill no SchINEWS next week cos
not anly are we really busy, but w
knackered and we need more people to)
&et invaved! So book your places now.

273685913

sy and

GANDALF UPDATE

An effigy of Judge Selwood, the man who
senten editorsof Green Anarchist (GA)
to was bumt outside Portsmouth
Crown on Monday. The was set-
ting a court date for twomaore invaved
in the so-called Gandalf trial, where editors of
Green Anarchist and the Animal Liberation
Front ines are on trial reparting
about direct action. 3 editors of GAare now in

son for the next three years, while GAeditor

'aul Rogers and ALF press officer Robin Webb
mﬁw‘aﬂ&ﬂnmddm}.

e jailing of the three has sent shock
waves through theus nd press, How-
ever, amla:lng dﬂ-e de:has
emerged with everyone on
Censorship (who have printed the "offend-
ing articles' on their web site -
www.oneworld.org/index_oc) to the Na-

. WHAT YOU CAN DO

* Sign the 'Solidarity Pledge (copies from
London Greenpeace, Panther House, 38
Mount Pleasant, London WC1X DAF)

*Su thenationwide'Li on Tour’
(for dates or offers to set one up in your area
Bax 66, Stevenage, 5G1 2TR)

¢ Carry on reporting about and/‘abingdi-
rect action
HMP Lancaster Castle, Lancaster LA1 1YL
Saxon Wood [CK4322] and Noel Mdliland

T DAH(‘ dalf Sug-t Campai,

Next London Gan gn

ary @ 7
Conway Hall, Red Lion Square, V\JC‘I
(Haolborn Tube)
ensive coverage

ROAD WARS...again
Relief Road, it's at Greenw on the A38
Birmingham between Bassetts Pole and
works. Get the 110 bus from on St
in Birmingham dity centre to Bassetts Pale
the ARC gravel works on the left. Info 0797
0301978

There's a Critical Mass in Birlﬁn?l-‘ln:;

[sic]

Road, rday 14 March 12 noon Chamber-
lain Sq. 3

in the Birmingham area on 5a
Hotel, NEC, Brumat 6.30 pm...just athou,

...and fina

War and some Buddhists that endedinabi
Eunch—up? Well how about the "Cup
International Committeeof the Red Cross
the Afghan Red Crescent Society. The
ety su ers were not amused, and in-
vaded the pitch throwing sticks and chairs.
but we are skint, and have been dishing out
info for aver 3 years and putting on cheap eve
nesdto debts and ha;:asrm-enew
Haonest we're all off to Spain an We !

tional Union of Journalists giving support
London Gandalf Support c/o
* Write letters of support to the prisoners
contact Gandalf Defendants aign, PO
Prisoner address's: Steve Booth [ CK4323],
[CK4321], HMP Guys Marsh, Shaftsbury,
is on Wednesday 25th Fi
Check out SchNEWS website for more
If you want to visit the against the
Weeford Junction, next to the ARC
then walk 1.5 miles north along the A38 to
Rave against the Birmingham Reli
*If
iotine Horso and! o Bal |
Remember thefootiematch between O
eace” volleyball final in Kabul, between £
Cross won the match, but the Crescent Sod!
disclaimer OK, soit's £10 to see Mark
for just as Ir:;gg, mﬁrm stop yer moantn’
o o o S O S e

able to Justice?) Ask far "Origi if
:/ lwww.chuzz .co .ﬂrsm
happy barthday - awebsiteonus.



A SURVIVAL GUIDE

FREE

How to have a free party!

Round up the créw, blag a rig and a van, find a
venue, ring your mates and tell them where and
when, score, set-up the rig at the venue, switch it
on and Bob’s your father’s brother.

Most Important Things:
# Nice People in Safety

# Top Sounds & Visuals
# Interesting Venue

# Drugs

# No Grief

The best thing about putting on a free party is that
all your friends are there. Word of mouth is usually
the best way, and you’ll only get friends and friends
of friends etc. Advertising in other ways may
attract unwanted ‘guests’. To help each and every
one of your crowd correctly to experience the “dance
energy rush’ in an environment of relative comfort
und safety here’s a few tips:

Always check squatted venues at least a day or
two before the party for:

Safe floors. ceilings walls, broken glass, electricity
ele. (we found misguided revellers using a hanging
live power outlet as a swing!). running water,
llushing toilets and sufficient fire exits.

Fssential safety kit:

Al least one CO2 (black) fire extinguisher.
Trained first-aider with a decent first aid kit.
Mobile phone.

A 12 volt Halogen floodlight is useful for setting
up (you can run it off a car battery).

A 240 volt floodlight (or more) in case there are
dangerous dark areas.

Torches. '

I1's all dull. and some of it’s expensive, but there’s
nothing that kills a party more effectively than
someone dying in blood-soaked agony on the
dunce-floor.

Il you can't think of any good music to play — let
someone else do it. If. after announcing your
inlention to organise the party in the pub on
Tuesday night you aren’t bombarded by endless
DJ's, all of whom who will guarantee to ‘rock it’

with their ‘fuckin® mental’ collection of “white
labels’, then, and only then. resort to “Now that’s
what I call Absolutely the most “avin it, Hardcore
Industrial Ultimate Rave Dance Anthem Classics
in the pan-dimensional multiverse before and since
the Big-Bang™ from K-Tel.

Your sound-system should have three
important qualities — bass, midrange and treble.
Many have only two or even one of these, but all
three will seriously enhance your listening
pleasure. Alternatively. soak your ears in Ketamine
and Brew and lie face down in the scoop bin which
was all you could afford with your last Housing
Benefit cheque and forget about the irrelevant
higher frequencies.

A good choice of venue will greatly enhance
everyone’s fun. Beautiful countryside makes a
cheap and effective backdrop. A sunrise is
infinitely less expensive than a laser and a squillion
times brighter. Indoors, everyone will be happier
if there’s somewhere reasonably comfortable and
quieter to sit down.

Drugs of all sorts may be available at your
party. and'will have an affect on the atmosphere.
If you're planning to sell alcohol, remember the
penalties can be severe and the police may use this
to get you if they can’t use party related laws. If
you're bringing the soundsystem. you’ll be the first
to be searched for illegal drugs. A good way round
the sale of alcohol problem is to buy it in bulk, .
which everyone can “chip in’ for in advance (e.g.

from France) and have a list of people who *chipped

in’ ready to show the police if necessary. If you
find that there are dealers at your party are selling
drugs. no-one will thank you if they get sold horse
tranquilliser as ecstasy. Take some ecstasy testing
kits if you can, for the safety of those who will take
it, but don’t carry any illegal drugs with them
(obvious really!)

Avoiding grief is the biggest challenge faced
by anyone putting on a free party in Britain today.
No matter how careful the organisers are to be safe
and conscientious. some people just can’t handle
seeing other people having a good time — especially
if they’re not invited! Outdoor and indoor events



pic by Dic.

Planet Yes, Turbo Unit, Innerfield
at Foire Extraordinaire. South F

pic by Dic,

Innerfield Soundsystem,
Free party at Shoreham, Brighton.

pic by Ali.

Innerfield Soundsystem,
Sunday at Selar, South Wales.
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REE

PARTIES

face grief from the police (Criminal Justice Act,
Public Licensing Laws), angry neighbours,
uninvited guests and the weather,

The ideal location is one where ho-one can
see the party or hear the music other than those
attending. - Sound travels a long way outside,
partying in quarries and deep valleys can be very
cffective at limiting the range of noise disturbance,
whereas trees reduce the volume much less. As a
rule of thumb, if you can see a building from the
soundsystem then they can hear the music. The
amount of noise which constitutes a disturbance
has frequently been debated. Some moaning
minnies will strain to hear a faintly audible whisper
of a kick-drum, with the windows open and
consider this an infringement of their rights as a
miserable, party-pooping. tory (probably) land-
owning killjoy. On the other hand pick your site
badly and you could keep hundreds of people awake
all night needlessly.

The C.J.A. allows the police to insist you leave the
site if they think that the party may cause serious
distress to local people. Serious distress has not
been defined in law and presumably if the police
gject a party from a site which would not have
caused a problem, they could be taken to court over
L, but as yet no-one known to us has had the time
or the means to try this. To order you to leave the
land. the order has to come from a superintendent
or higher ranking officer, although this ofien comes
48 a signed standard letter. In one case, the
soundsystem refused to leave land when issued with
this order in East Sussex and in the morning the
police confiscated some of the system. If you
successfully argued that no distress was or could
be caused by the party you might get compensation
{or the loss of the rig and get it back. but this
wrgument has never been tested in law (to our
knowledge). Under the C.J.A., a confiscated
soundsystem can be destroyed if the owners are
convicted, and the maximum sentence for
drganising a ‘rave’ includes five years in prison.
These laws apply whether or not you have
permission from the landowner of the party site,
Mlthough the police are less likely to prevent parties
o land with permission. Outdoor events are not
subject to the same licensing laws as indoor ones,
athough a marquee might be construed as

‘indoors’ for such purposes.

Wherever you party, cleaning up afterwards is
essential. Why should we fuck up the countryside
for a party —after all industry and roads do it much
more effectively. Cleaning up keeps on the good
side of locals and helps perpetuate the outdoor free
party vibe — man!

Partying indoors throws up a whole new legal
minefield. Theoretically any gathering in a building
with music and dancing to which the public have
access is subject to an entertainment licence under
the neatly titled Local Government Act (1982)
Miscellaneous Provisions. Prosecution under this
act is at the discretion of the Local Authority (usually)
and in most cases this is too expensive and time
consuming for them to undertake. However if pushed
this will happen and it’s very hard to fight. The
only defence is to show that all reasonable precautions
were taken to ensure that no uninvited guests had
access to the building. In the eyes of the average
magistrate, this means having 6 or more bruisers in
bomber jackets with headset walkie-talkies strutting
around as though they just stepped off the set of
Bladerunner. Taking money on the door also implies
a licence is required. To the best of our knowledge,
no case of this kind which has gone to court has ever
been won by the defendant. The maximum penalty
is £20,000 and/or six months. although a fine of a
few hundred is more usual. Once again ownership
of the building makes things easier although this
law still applies. If you can prove that all the people
at the party were invited —you do not have to have a
licence.

The other angles the police may use to try and
stop the event are breaking and entering and
abstraction(?!). If you're cracking a squat for a party,
do it at least one or two nights before the event, so if
you get caught you're only looking for somewhere
to live and not standing with a jemmy in one hand
and a record box in the other. A discrete window
can be left open for access on the night of the event.
Most buildings are accessible without causing
damage. if you break a lock or something getting in,
this is enough to get you nicked for criminal damage
~so replace it. Locks don’t cost much and might be
useful on the night. Once you're in get the tools
(jemmy. bolt-croppers, screwdrivers etc.) off the
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premises immediately.

Abstraction is stealing electricity. Check the
state of the power before the night of the party. If
there is power in the building go to your local
electricity board shop and pay for some (£20 will
do) in advance. They will normally accept the
advance payment, and rarely inform anyone. If the
police suggest that you're stealing the lecky, you can
produce a receipt! If possible have a generator on
hand as a back-up.

Ofien, the key o success seems to be not to
give the police a reason to stop the event. A long-
term empty industrial building, a few streets away
from any residential areas can be partied all night
without any authorities being aware. If you are
careful about not inflicting too much damage, clean
up afterwards and put your own locks on you might
be able to party it again in a month. However, too
many parties in the same building brings other
problems and soon the crowd will expand to include
small time local mafia and other thugs who have
their own unpleasant profit motives for attending,
A good phone network of friends and moving the
venue each time will keep numbers manageable and
idiots away.

In general when dealing with the police,
environmental health and any other officials or
general busybodies and members of the public,
remain calm and courteous at all times, This is a
disarming tactic which will render even the most
puffing, ruddy faced retired ex-colonel’s barking
complaint ineffective. Listen to what the police say.
reason intelligently and don’t believe a word of it
without consideration. They will lie to you, steal
your genny from behind your back and to hell with
the law if it serves their purpose.

If you think your event might result in a
prosecution — take measures to protect yourselves
against potentially biased court proceedings. Take
photographs of all the safety precautions you have
undertaken, and have a reasonable number of visible
stewards. Don’t take money on the door, clean up
afterwards and take photographs of the site
afterwards. If possible have a camcorder available
to record the event particularly interactions with the
police.

GUIDE

PARTIE

Lastly a few DO’s and DON"Ts:

Partygoers:

DO hassle stressed people with head-torches and
screwdrivers when the music’s mysteriously
stopped saying “Oi mate, can I borrow your miners
helmet to skin up with.” 4
DO poke bit’s of metal into unknown boxes on
the wall with coloured lights, saying “Beam me
up Scotty”.

DO gather round the police when they arrive,
waving empty bottles and shouting “Remember
the Beanfield, bastard pig wanker?”

DON'T help clear anything up at the end, but
instead lie around in a pool of piss and dog turd
informing the organisers that they’re slaves to the
system.

DO arrive at a pitch-black Welsh hillside in
November with only a small nightie, high-heels
and two pills (previously ingested if possible).
DO believe the police when they tell you the parties
cancelled (as they never lie). and on no account
bother to try to find a different way onto the site,
returning 40 miles to your flat to watch telly.
DO park across the access road to the party so
that ambulances can’t getin.

Organisers:
DO give out printed flyers saying “Illegal Rave”
in large letters a week in advance to give the police
ample time to plan their operation.

DON'T pick outdoor siles with ample parking as
muddy dodgems in the morning is a top laugh
and modern ambulances have wings.

DON'T bother with a tarpaulin to cover the rig as
it never rains in Britain. y
DO put generators inside buildings as Carbon
Monoxide heightens the effects of ecstasy.
DON’T bother bringing any water to the party.
someone dies of dehydration it’s their own stupid
fault...your honour.

Good Luck and Enjoy!

www.greenpartv.ore.uk/drues/index.html
or 1a, Waterlow Road, London N19 5NJ
for £15.00 inc. p&p




Ollie and kids at Vive Zene women's refuge. Tuzla.
Aid and Party mission to Bosnia: D.A.S H., Planet Yes and Innerfield.
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OK - You’ve just discovered the council have
given the US Airforce permission to build a
missile silo in the children’s sand pit at your
local park and you wanna do something about
it. But what-and how?.

Up until five years ago people in this country
pretty much thought “Who’s gonna listen to
me, ’'m just one person”. But then ‘a motley
band of straggly-haired hippies’ (Media
description at the time) invaded the site of a
new motorway at Twyford Down, they came
back the next day and the next and the next...

Suddenly there was a new way to register
your vote. Now, (thanks to some great media
sensationalism), everybody’s doing it, from
road protesters and civil rights campaigners to
local mothers and pensioners bouncing cars off
of blocked pavements, ordinary people are dis-
covering how to bend the government’s ear.

What follows isn’t a definitive guide to set-
ting up a campaign, every campaign is differ-
ent, so are the attitudes of the council/compa-
ny/polluter you are going to be dealing with,
even the people within a campaign will vary.
This is basically a checklist of the needs com-
mon to all campaigns.

OK, so you think your the only one who
gives a damn about the sand pit — wrong . Start
sounding out the people you know, friends,
your own family, talk to the parents whose
kids use the pit. Think about who else would
have an interest, maybe the local primary
school teachers? Take the phone nos. of any-
one who shows an interest; even someone who
doesn’t seem too bothered but does say, “It
shouldn’t be allowed” might change their mind
once they find their neighbours are doing
something, tell them all you’re organising a
meeting, get them to fell anyone they think
might be interested. It’s going to help a lot at
this stage if you can give them a leaflet
explaining what’s going on. You don’t have to
spend a lot of money or be a great artist. You
only need to put down the title of the cam-
paign, why it’s bad, whose being bad and a
contact no. you can type it or just hand write it.
Most cornershops do photocopying for about

—— NnOooP ™
NMukes OFf Our Pit

The council is going to let the US air-
force build a missile silo on our sandpit

We say NO
If you would like to know more about
the campaign or come to a public
meeting

Phone 666999

5p and you should be able to get up to 12 fly-
ers out of an A4 sheet of paper.

You might only have got ten people’s nos.
but by the time you do hold the meeting they
might have told another 20 people or 30 or
50...

Next step is to find a place to talk to these
thousands of angry mums and before you hold
your meeting to do some research, most pubs
have function rooms upstairs and most will let
you use it for free; if a pub isn’t suitable for
your campaign there’s school halls, church
halls, even your front room. A well known and
easy to get to venue is the best but even if your
first place .isn’t quite right there’s always
somewhere else for your next meeting...Get in
touch with other groups who know about the
subject you are tackling. OK, perhaps a sandpit
isn’t a good example at this point, there proba-
bly aren’t that many experts on sand around,
but say your campaign was about an incinera-
tor, find an expert on pollution from incinera-
tors or global warming who will come and talk
at the meeting, A lot of the groups in the con-
tacts list at the back of this book can provide
you with a speaker or if they don’t they ‘know’
a man that can’. Don’t forget your local Green
Party or Friends of the Earth; the library have
lists of all sorts of groups as well,

Make sure it is well publicised. At this stage
unless your distant auntie’s left you a bit of
dosh you can’t do much more than put up say
10 A4 posters around the area. Contact the
local radio and newspaper, they might come to



how sexy you can make it sound—generally
local news is quite boring and journos are
always looking for something juicy. This is
where your skills at bullshitting come in
handy, you need to talk the meeting up big
time, tell them how angry people feel, without
actually saying so give them the impression
that people are mobilising and could even be
prepared to do something drastic if the council
won’t listen, tell them you have the best expert
on the subject coming, blah, blah, blah.

Right, so now you’ve got 20,000 supporters,
you’'ve hired the opera house, you’ve got the
national press to actually turn up and you got
the world’s leading expert to speak. What do
you do now? Start by introducing yourself and
how you feel, why you’ve called this meeting,
explain how by all getting together you can
begin to do something then let your expert do
his/her stuff, it’s good if this can be a mixture
of facts and a question and answer session. If
anyone’s still awake when it’s over now’s the
lime to start organising! You need to get peo-
ple to take on roles within the campaign. Find
out who has any experience at organising/facil-
itating meetings, who can take the minutes and
type them up, who would make a good treasur-
¢r, who's good at artwork, publicity, letterwrit-
ing, talking to people, who’s prepared to hand
oul leaflets etc. It’s' important to try to involve
everyone at this first meeting in some way
realistically as there probably won’t be more
than 10 or 20 people. Ask for a whipround for
posters, photocopy’s of the minutes. At the end
ol the evening announce the date of the next
meeting.

~ lhe following advice came from GEN an anti
~ yenetic food campaign but by changing the
- subject to your own, the rules are the same.
Try to make the group (and venue) as acces-
_aible to a wide range of people-experience has
~ ghown that issues draw individuals together
flom all sorts of backgrounds and social per-
~ #pectives. Empowerment and involvement can
mean writing letters for one person and pulling
p modified plants to another. Everyone has a
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limit to what they are able or prepared to put
into a campaign. We need to respect all these
roles and levels of involvement.

Keep to the same meeting place, day of the
week and time, this helps to keep the focus and
offers a stable place for new people who come
along.

- Find allies in your area (e.g. health food
shops and restaurants, organic gardeners,
already active Friends of the Earth or local
Greenpeace groups, etc.) Ask them if they
want to get involved maybe with distributing
leaflets and petitions. They might also be pre-
pared to give a donation or put out a jar for the
campaign costs. Larger organisations may be
able to offer work space or the use of a com-
puter.

- Get those already involved to write letters to
the local papers, this helps to stimulate debate
within the community. Some papers have run
features on GE on the back of the quantity of
related mail they receive (so if they didn’t turn
up to your early meetings they might now). Be
careful with the media. Use them
skillfully-make contacts with sympathetic
journalists and trust your instincts. (GEN have
available an ‘activist guide to the media’ writ-
ten by George Monbiot-it is very honest and
helpful. £1 for photocopying and postage —if
you can afford it.)

- Involve the local council and MP (even if
they are your opponents there might still be
councillors who are on your side). Encourage
them to do all they can (e.g. pushing for GE
free school meals and no planting of GE crops
or trials on council land. The MP can connect
with other MPs who are exerting political pres-
sure).

+ Make use of what is in your local area and
think about organising around this, is there a
deliberate release site or a food factory for
example.

- Have a regular stall in your local market or
high street—this is a useful access point for new
people that might want to participate in the
campaign. It is also a means of information
sharing. It can be valuable to have a good sup-
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ply of articles to give to people. Information
can empower people to fight the lies being
churned out by the other side.

- Help the campaign to stay alive and interest-
ing, even the fastest moving campaign can
flag, People are unlikely to get bored if the
group stays active and keeps doing new things.
People can also get tired (see ‘burnout’ in cam-
paign article) or plain fed up with writing end-
less letters so be creative and be inventive. One
vegetarian group set up a stall outside
McDonalds and gave out free veggie burgers
and an anti- superstore campaign dressed up as
giant vegetables, turning their leafleting into a
bit of street theatre. Have some fun and be nice
to the public, make ‘em smile and they’re more
likely to read your leaflet than throw it into the
nearest bin. Notice when problems or person-
ality clashes arise within the group, if people
are getting frustrated, try to find out what is
going on and all work together to sort it out
asap!

“Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful,
committed citizens can change the world.
Indeed, it is the only thing that ever has.”
Margaret Mead (1901-1978)

For more information contact Genetics at
<genetics{@gn.apc.org>

Subscribe to “Splice’ or ‘Genethics News’ as
both these publications will keep you abreast
of the latest developments in the GE world.
They go into more depth than Genetix
Update-and the print is bigger!

- You can receive multiple copies of Genetix
Update for your group. You will automatically
get 10 copies if you are on the contact sheet.
Let us know asap if you want more or less

though we encourage people to photocopy

their own where possible.

- Make the most of GEN-let us know what you
are up to and we probably know of other peo-
ple in your area who want to get active and we
can then let them know that you exist!

And before you know it you’ll have an up and
running grand group! Good Luck.

YOU KNOW IT
MAKES CQENSE
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IRAQATTACK

“The best way to hurt him is his core infrastructure. We're not ﬁmg to leave that alone
ar n

fewer bombing runs

us we have in the past. But there wnll be

uring the last Gulf

war - probably less than 400 a day” - Senior US officer

The US and Britain are preparing to
let loose their war machine on the peo-
ple of Iraq in order to maintain their
dominant position in the Middle East.
Having crippled Iraq with seven years
of sanctions that are estimated to have
killed fzvo million Iraqgis, half of them
children, Clinton and Blair are con-
feniled Ellut nfrgrld opinion is incr;zas-
ngly calli r sanctions against Ira
Iugliﬁelcli‘,gall ing Ira ?%il to oomc!
pete with US and British controlled
uil. The war bein ared for - and
the horrors it mﬁ ;:o;d for the Iraqgi
people — will have nothing to do wi
standing up to an ‘evil dictator’. It will
all be about profits.

Theexcuse or%oingtowarbein fed
to the public in Britain and the US is
that Saddam Hussein cannot be trusted
with ‘weapons of mass destruction’.
While there is enormous doubt about
whether Iraq has any such weapons
there is no doubt about who does.

The United States and Britain have
mussive stockpiles of chemical, biologi-
tal and nuclear weapons. The US and
Britain arm, train and subsidise brutal
ictatorships throughout the world,
They are currently amassing a force of
40,000 troops, aircraft carriers, stealth
lighters, B52 bombers, cruise missiles
and much more in order to bomb Ira
“back into the stone age”, as they di
I 1991 . The ‘smart bombs’ sent to Iraq
i 1991 hit 28 hospitals, 52 community
tentres, 676 schools and 56 mosques.
400 civilians were burned alive in a
Bomb shelter in Amirya. Now who was
Il that can’t be trusted with ‘weapons
u[mnss destruction’ again? oo

here is growing o sition through-

ot the w%:'{l)d tog P}aﬁd British \Ear

lans. The idea that a country should
Fw bombed into oblivion for breachi

Inited Nations resolutions is view
with interest by Cubans, who have seen
the UN pass five resolutions in the last
e years calling for the US to end its
tippling embargo against Cuba only
16 see the US ignore them all. A clear
ﬂ‘\a’nrll of Americans oppose military
wetion, Explaining France's opposition,

their foreign minister said, “That is not
just the French position. It is the position
of all Europeans apart from the British. Ob-
viously it is also the position of the Arab
world, the Russtans, the Chinese.” One lot
of people still keen to go to war, how-
ever, are own politicians - in a vote on
Tuesday less than 4% of MPs voted
against the goverment’s plans for war.
Opposition is strongest, of course, in
the Middle East. Last Sunday, Palestin-
ians in the Deheishe refugee camp took
to the streets to oppose US and British
war plans. Referring to continuing US
support for Israel’s illegal occupation
of south Lebanon for the last 20 years,
one of the protesters said, “The US is
pulling out all the stops to make Saddam
comply with UN resolutions, yet could you
imagine the difference it would make if the
US applied the minimum of pressure on
Israel to comply with UN resolutions?”,
The current attack against Iraq is the
latest chapter in the long history of the
carve-up of the Middlei’.asl by the su-
rpowers. The United States, with its
ally Britain, maintains its dominant po-
sition by arming countries like Israel,
Saudi Arabia, and Turkey so they can
suppress popular, democratic move-
ments in the region. From the Palestin-
ians and Kurds denied their right to a
homeland, to the Iraqi child dying for
lack of medicines banned by sanctions,
the peoples of the Middle East suffer
poverty, displacement and war as a re-
sult of this continuing carve-up.
Before sanctions were imposed, Iraq
was one of the most developed coun-
tries in the Middle East. For years,
Saddam Hussein was supported by
Britain and the US in order to ‘contain’
[ran, the threat to ‘stability” at the time.
Up until February 1996 British taxpar-
ers paid £696m to arm Iraq. Things only
changed when Iran became less anti-
American and Saddam Hussein
showed signs of independence from
the US. The 1991 Gulf war took place
to ensure that an autonomous, oil-rich
Iragdid not emerge to challenge USand
British dominance of the oil market.
Since the war, sanctions have cost

While the media would have us believe
that the country backs another Gulf War,
people have been demonstrating. On Val-
entines Day anti-war protesters encircled
the Ministry of Defense in Whitehall, whilst
on the following Monday, protesters block-
aded Northwood Joint Deployment Force|
H

Q.

Rapid R nse: If an attack is launched
by there will be demos at noon on the day,
and noon every Saturday @ Downing St.

The National Peace Council have set u
an emergency response network 0171
5200 npc®@apc.org’In Brighton there’s a
serious of meetings against the drive to war.
The first one on ﬁonday (23 Feb) 7.30pm
The Cricketers Black Lion St. For details of
other meetings contact the Peace Centre|
(01273) 620125 Faslane Peace Camp, pro-
testing outside the home of Trident for the
past 15 years, have been given an eviction
date 1st April Ring 01436 820901. * AR-
ROW (Active Resistance to the roots of
War) has been deliberately and openly
breaking the sanctions by taking medical
%Iies directly to Iraqi hospitals. 0171 607

There are more nuclear waste transports
planned at Ahaus in Germany. The con-
voy isdue to arrive between 23- 26 March.
The nuclear mafia hope the half-forgotten
Ahaus site will attract less protest than
Gorleben, scene of massive protests last
ggar with a 20 year-hismr{ of resistance.

... Spread the news: 0031 [0] 4645 24803
(Rampenplan) or 0049 [0]2561 9617-91/-
99 (Ahaus activists
raq over $90bn in lost oil revenues. Iraq
currently owes Russia $7bn and France
$4bn, money that these countries can
only recoup if sanctions are lifted. An
independent Iraq trading its vast oil
reserves in alliance with France or Rus-
sia or any other European power
would undermine US dominance of the
region. This is why the US and Britain
are so keen to decimate Iraq, whatever
the human cost.

Last week 7,000 Turkish troops,
backed by US-made Cobra attack
helicopters, invaded the Kurdish part
of northern Iragnkilling around 20
PKK guerillas, Monday Israeli
troops evicted dozens of Bedouin
f. ies from their homes on the West
Bank, where they have lived since the
50s, to make way for the expansion of
a Jewish settlement. Iraqi children
continue to die from sanctions and
next week could be dying from mis-
sile attacks on their homes. If they do,
it will be one more Chaptll:r in Ih? su;

erpowers’ war against the people o
B MRl T © T

New Labour’s Welfare to Workfare Roadshow 1s coming to town this Saturday (21st)

Meel 12 noon Pig & Paradise, Queens Rd.




Chicken in the Kitchen

Alan Bowkett, chairman of the company
that owns Magnet Kitchens, is suffering
from some noisy neighbours. A chicken
farm [un] official E]u ned by sacked Mag-
net workers next Igfwke s£ 1.5 million
estate is driving the poor old fat cat mad.
The farm was set up to evade the second-
arg: picketing laws, and to annoy the man
who gave himself a £124,000 pay rise last
year. Unfortunately, one of the feathered
protesters met an untimely death on the
A428 after escaping and his survivinE
brothers have staged a coop sit-in to mar|
- his death. A medieval ‘pageant’ is also
planned in the fat cat’s village this Satur-
day, complete with a karaoke session fea-
turing 40 years of chart songs with chicken
references! The cockerel capers are the lat-
est episode by the 350 sacked workers, who
have been on strike now for eighteen
months over a three-year wage freeze and
deteriorating workirg conditions. They
need your support - Don’t buy a Magnet
Kitchen and ¢ efk out theirk\:eb-sile at
WWW, c.org/ma strikers or give
‘ema Eja‘l’f gn 01325 28%?9. v

[GO] SLOW Learners

On Wednesday 4th March, there will a be
an educational shutdown, with possibly two
million students walking out of lectures na-
tionwide, in protest of the new tuition fees.
The Government plans to introduce fees of
£1,000 a year as part of the teaching and
Higher Education Bill, but this money will
not go back into education. Applications for
fu.rtﬁgr education have dropped by 20,000
since these plans were first unveiled - the
equivalent to the intake of 4 Universities. If
you want to sufport the shutdown contact

our local Students Union. Locally,

orthbrook College, Worthing will be hold-
ing a party in the car park at the Durrington
site og the Littlehampton Rd, Worthing con-
tact Jo or Jim on 01903-207888

*Sussex University will have picket lines,
workshops in the S U and trade union speak-
ers, a party to unite with colleges across the
south. Donations on the door, all monies to
a local children’s Educational Charity.

E}

3 Strikes, you’re out

A claimant has been found guilty of Breach
of the Peace in Edinburgh for delivering a "3
Strikes” warning letter to a dole office worker
who has been consistently abusive to claim-
ants. A demo outside the court, included 20
people wearing masks made from a photo
of the said interviewer! Sentencing the claim-
ant to 150 hours community service, the
judge described the claimant as a ‘Robin

ood figure’ and said that he had been con-
siderirl’g a 3 month prison sentence, as this
was a “premeditated and clearly illegal at-
tempt to undermine the operation of the
Weltare Benefit System”.

Edinburgh Autonomous Centre 17 West
Montgomery Place, Edinburgh, EH7 5HA

ANARCHIST DOUGHNUT
The Anarchist Teapot has moved to the old
Dunkin’ Doughnut, on the London Road near
the Open Market.

Subscribe!_____
Keep SchNEWS FREE! Just send 1st Class s
you can make

SChNEWS in brief

Gi Sams,&atwagﬂsh' ish Stonehenge Cam-
gﬁﬁ, inventor of the Vegi-b [true]
Chaos Theory Fractal explorer has writ-

ten a book called Uncommon Sense [The
State is Out of Date]. Published by Chaos
Works at only £6.99 a jolly good read, with
chapter headings such as ‘Emptying the Cor-
ridors of Power’ and ‘What Would an Alien
Think’ www:xaos.demon.co.uk **Calling all
Britonians and all you ‘dahn fer the week-
end-[ers] following our piece on the Zap
Club [Ish153/4] we were sent this info on
the owners; Simon Kirby is a Conservative
Coungcillor for Rottendean and Martin Webb
used to be in the Metropolitan Old Bill, those
well known ‘custodians’ of free party
rties.”"*The free festival of Global Rights

15 holding a benefitNgiEBat The Rocket
(Halloway Tube N7, £8/£7) on Sat, 28th
of February. The Party

is called The B:gSexg
Festy Part, it combines Circus, Techno, Dul
and House and all pmeeedsgodim
the free festival of Global Rights.***B
Festival 98 there will be a public planning

meeting at Conway Hall Red Lion 5Q Lon-
don WC1 26th Feb 7.30pm***The Land is
Ours Mass Trespass / 29th March 1998

Meeting point Ipm Luton Railway Station

by the taxi ranks. At 1.30 coaches will take
ple to themy site, all the usual stuff,
ES:P tents, musical instruments, banners

to share. Contact the office on 01865
722016 so they can book coaches *** "Disap-
pearances’ are a popular state tool for sup-
pressing dissent and occur in of coun-
tries worldwide. To join in the International
Committee Against Disappearances cam-
ign, g along to their vigil in ijaﬁir
%ﬂﬁ 5-6.30pm this Saturday’ 21st Feb.
Also coming up is a meeﬁ:guljo]iﬁcal pris-
oners and Human Rights in Chile, provision-
ally @ 7.30pm, Tuesday 10th March, @
Conway Hall, London, WC1 *** The Police
Review have bravely published New Orle-
ans Police’s catalogue of errors. Amongst
their 1400-strong force, ten are sus
forbod: ing major cocaine de one
is under investigation for 200 serial murders
and one faces trial for shooting a colleague.
***Reading Roadbusters were back at the
Newbury Bypass on 9 Feb. blocked the
site entrance with crap collected from the
verges + heartily insulted Costain**Check
out the Big Blether on March 28-29 at
Monimaie in Fife fora “DIY” weekend -
ising funand frolics. T ur hand at drum-
ming, take in wor , share experi-
encacz%;r and g:zﬂlerally indulg‘fin some g:]i)d
ole blethering! For more info call Grace on
(01555) 820555."**Free Rob Cannabis was ar-
rested on 11 Feb outside the Home office
during a press conference outlining “The
truth about Cannabis” info 0966
396444***New Norwich Newsletter ‘The
Butterfly’ 01603 661038 a very cool banana.
Arooga LYMINGE FOREST eviction day very
close 01303 265 737 /0410 536 552

RIGHT ON ARREST wDuringamasslms-
pass at an airbase, a copper who stole a banner]
found himself under citizen's arrest, He was led}
1o the back of a van until other police were sum-
moned. Whilst being informed that his nght tof
silence had been eroded by parliament, the al-
leged ciminal exclaimed. “T wish I hadn’t come
out now."”, He returned the banner and was released |

L5 N N N N N N N _§__§N_§N R _§ N _N_J
stamps (e.g. 20 for next 20 issues) or donations (|
eoyies.Pcstﬁretoaﬂprisoners.&N%WS

tel/fax (call before faxing): (01273) 685913 e-mail: schnews@brighton.co.uk e-ScANEWS: http://www.cbuzz.co.uk/SchNEWS/

, ¢/o on-the-fiddle, PO. Box

Whilst your questioning everyone and everything don't forget to question yourself

Witches Spell Trouble

White witches gathered at Hi ve Farm
[suppliers of cats for vivisection| and per-
formed a ‘cleansing ritual’ on owner
Christopher Brown bmuming his effigy, -
“Dispeli an;ﬁmmkyb energy around and
evoke Hlenilart Mother”. *Demonstrate out-
side Hillgrove on 22nd February - rt
from Brighton 8.45 am outside Harvest For-
estry, behind Sainsburys*The campaign
against Huntingdon Life Sciences [animal
testing] have temporarily disbanded t
camps to concentrate on demos ta.rﬁ:
supporters and investors in HLS such as
Co-operative Insurance Society [yes, the Ethi-~
cal Bank]. Campaign
i against Live Export in Do
[which handles up to 8000 sheep ina day.] is
set for 20th March, 10.30am

...and finally...
A couple of SchNEWS scribes were s
g‘ilsed to find themselves ‘special guests” of
umbawumba at the glitzy Brit Awardslas!

week. We'd been outside with the Revolu-
tionary Communist Group and other trou-
ble-makers, throwing at the stretch limos
and EalayingBritish with security and
celebs as part of the Reinstate Nigel Cook'
Campaign. While the celebs were sitting at
the fs% a table awards, packers for
Polygram CI)'s earn as little as £3 an hour,
have to stand for 12 hour shifts, with no sic
or holiday pay. Nigel was forced under
Job Seekers Allowance to take the job.
he complained about the conditions and tri
to organise a trade union he was sacked
Poly, in 1996 made £3 billion and p
its "directors £6.2 million! As ch‘y
behind the Brits, we thought w t;join "
Rinckettolet the stars know, what's really be-

ind the glitz. The plan was if Chumba won
an award, two sacked Liverpool dock work-
ers would accept. They didn't - so SchN
crew headed for the stage with megapho
while Chumba’s Danbert NoBaoonglead
for John Prescott with a bucketful of i
SchNEWS got spotted and thrown out the
door, Mr. NoBacon was more successful and
the rest, as they say, is history.

* We wonder if Mr.Nobacon knew that
week was National No Bacon Week organ
ised, not by the Prescott fan-club, but b;
glhanln' ts group Viva ! and Babe - that g

about a talking pig. According to Vivi
the film’s sequel :ﬁ:rws that Babe is into
rect action, rescuing factory farmed pigl

* An animal-rights activist was ni
Friday after throwing a pie in the face of Jo
Pepper, Chief Executive of Procter & Ga
ble atan awards ceremony. His company li
a bit of vivisection, so Melynda Duval fron
the People for the Ethical Treatment of Ani
mals (PETA), let g)\mmmnted" g
times a polite t get you anyw,
*Meanwhile, Noal Gowinienownad
chist ringleader of the International Bri
Patisserie has been at it again. A group of
attacked Microsoft billionaire Bill Gates,
ting him 4 times in the face with cream p
“We are comical terrorists and the pie is -’*»'
The victim is only injured in his self-esteem.”

disclaimer

Do not attempt to read SchNEWS. It i
intended to be used only as an ornam
table mat and not as an organ of serious pl
sophical debate.

A e Ol
aﬁn’ghbn,ﬁasl Sussex, BN2 :

Happy Pancake Day everyone
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TED COLOURS

There’s a woman from the Peruvian
uerrilla group Tupac Amaru chattin,
0 a Russian environmentalist.

Nearby, activists from the Brazilian
land squatters movement are doing
some funky moves on the dance floor
with a ﬁy from the Filipino seafarers’
union. Then some Brits brashly challenge
o bunch of Maori indigenous people
ctivists to a drinking contest. To wh’;m
on earth have all these people come?

This is Geneva; city of Rousseau,
banking, and the U. N. But alongside
the city’s international stature as the
‘tapital of capital’, there exists the
lonser-known reality of a place with
more squatted social centres than
Rmhubi y any other EuroI_F‘Jea_n city. And

0w many of these have become
venues for the first People’s Global
Action conference, for which grassroots
uclivists from over half the nations of
Ihe world are trickling together; a
tunfluence of radical currents taking

lace where Geneva nestles between
e mountains.

Attending the gathering is like a
Lmllllml shotin the arm. So maybe just
weause half the world’s radical

uvements are clinking beer glasses
pre, doesn’t mean that tomorrow

alternoon will see the downfall of
’ ubal capitalism. But the breathtaking

Iversity of folks here are all awakening
i wach other’s struggles, and sizing u
thwir common globaﬁised enemy wit

fast sharpening sense of purpose.

fivath the flaming Spanish guitar and
slhnic drumming of the evening’s
shlertainment, its possible to hear the
tantalising sound of people’s
fpectives broadening.

“We were all fingers, now we're going to
Mike a fist”, enthuses Olivio, one of the
Uiganisers of the gathering, The 400 or
8l participants are taking forward the
nme rocess of determined
inlernational networking that was
ping on at the Zapatista-inspired

OF GLOBAL ACTION]

Encuentro (‘encounter’) in Spain last
summer, where the idea for the
People’s Global Action was born. This
time, the focus is clearly defined: action
against the World Trade Organisation
as it celebrates is 50th anniversary in
May. In Geneva we are latherinﬁ up
our collective forearm; the UN's
institutional ]ack:!r of global capital is about
to receive a glob grassroots sting.

On Wednesday in Geneva 500 people
marched in carnivalesque style to the
headquarters of the WTO, blocking
major roads. The effervescent mixture
of some of the world’s most
marginalised peoples came directly to
the heart of the beast - the very building
from whose corridors a handful of suits
quietly plot the onset of world
corporate domination. Activists
blockaded the car exit and scaled
gillars, droppinq_ anti-free trade

anners over WIO’s gateway. A
handful of cheeky activists sneaked
into the building, eventually being
chucked out after bringing up their
concerns with people inside.

Aninspiring few days then. Look out
for actions and campaigns coming
outta this one over the months to come.
In the words of another of the PGA
participants

“We must realise our small struggles are
part of the global struggle. 1998 miust be a
new spring, such as that of 1848 and 1968”

Yer SchNEWS scribes felt so inspired by
the experience that they're just dying to
spread around some of that international
energy. So we're putting together a booklet
of interviews w1}ih many of the amazing
people who were in Geneva, packing those
diverse struggles told in their own words,
into one easy-to-read volume, with plenty
of subversion, and loads of pop pix n’ fax.

“We are writing the constitution of a
single global economy” -
Renato Ruggerio,World Trade Organisation

DIARY DATES

7-8th March Zapatista Challenge
Conference, Praxis Centre, Pott St.,
London E2 (Bethnal Green tube)
0181 682 2402***18-20th May demos
aﬁainst the 50th anniversiary of the
playfair@asta.rwth-aachen.de
“**People’s Summit May 15-17th
Birmingham to get your head round
Globalisation D?ﬁl 4 4846 ***June
14-16th Reclaim Europe! Cardiff
against Eurosummit 98, the finale of
Britain’s six-month UK presidency
Contact 115a Jerningham Rd,, New
Cross Gate, London SE14 5NH
www&eocities.comi rainforest/
5581 ***An impressive little booklet
roduced by A SEED Europe called
ot Spring "98 Copies from P O Box
92061?, 1090 AB Amsterdam,
Netherlands, Tel. +31 20 668 2236
www.antenna.nl/aseed

Trade agreements are not exactly
sexy material, but here’s yer quickie
SchNEWS Economics Lesson.

First there was GATT - the General
Agreement on Trade and Tariffs,
opening the doors of ‘free trade’ to
multicorporations, since renamed the
World Trade Organisation. Different
name, same insanity. The WTO has
been a vehicle for multinationals to
squeeze blood and tears from every
corner of the globe. Following its
‘success’ NAFTA (North American Free
Trade Agreement) was rushed through
in 4 years and is now rampaging
through Mexico and Canada.

Now we have the MAI- the Multilateral
Agreement on Investment stitched up by
the 29 richest nations of the world behind
closed doors.(5chNEWS 141)

If you can’t get your head round all
this then steer well clear of the TRIPS-

Trade Related Intellectually Property
rights, which give the big boys t}?e go
ahead to patent life. The ‘gene rush’ has
already started, with American
corporations already buying up blood
samples of the indigenous peoples of
Ecuador! And the big boys are ﬁettin 3
bigger....the newly merged Unite
Bank of Switzerland earns 23 times
more money than the Swiss

overnment itself!

Fair Trade? All these agreements make
the assumption that a small Indian peasant
farmer is on the same level playing field as
amultinational company.

ONTI-COPYRIGHT - GLOBAL INFORMATION




UNHOLY ALLIANCE

“We are marshalling the Peasantry” The Duke of Northumberland

The 1st Countryside Rally, held last July,
kicked into action the usually complacent
county fat cats. Michael Foster’s Wild Mam-
mals Bill (Hunting with Dogs) is symbolic
of more than the protection of our wildlife.
Important as that is, it is the first battle in
the war on the elusive 1% who own between
50 -75% of the land we live on. (Because of
evasive tax laws nobonc(liy knows the true fig-
ure). This time hzmu however, in an at-
tempt to gain the s of us ‘townies’
the gd‘! lﬁndowng;n apr:truydmg behind the
very real grievances held by the rural pcuﬁu—
lation: 93% of villages have no railway,
no buses, 80% no doctor and 1 in 3 agricul-
tural workers live in tied accommodation
(homes that go with the job). Are we to
believe, then, Lshal the hunting fraternity has
suddenly decided to stand up for the rights
of the “peasants'?

ith just over aweek to go, we are aware of 1,891
coaches, and 23 chartered trains uﬁﬁm ; in;
and extra carriages on a further 40 by
hunts.” Janet George, side Alliance.

The baying pack of an endan, spe-
cies descends on London this coming Sun-
g:y (1st Mard1b). 'lt;lgs,cthe second R‘Eﬂt to

organised ountryside Alliance
c]ﬁ t%be able t:_) ]it'h'?cthysome 1.’>0,{'.‘0£g|f

issed-off country folk “It is the purpose

Blc Countryside Business Group (CI;E) to pro-
vide the necessary financial resources to restore
the balance” Hugh Van Cutsem, Chairman.
Restore the Status Quo more like. Who
are the Countryside Alliance? Well, The Brit-
ish Fields Sports Society are m{ enough,
their members are the scum who like to Ei]l
things, The Countryside Movement was set
%p to counter animal riEhts campaigns, The
ountryside Business Group is the most in-
teresting. In an alliance of everything Brit-
ish, we tind the founder is the American mil-
lionaire Eric Bettelheim, the chairman is
Dutchand their press officer Janet George is
Australian! EWS has found it almost
impossible to find out who is in the CBG,
but we do know that the companies who
are members are using a ion logo in
their advertising (c out ‘Country Life”).

Yet hiding behind all of these, (you won't
find their name on any publicity), is that
modest little group The Country Landown-
ers Association, David Steel, ex Lib-
eral, is their spokesman for a cool £90,000 a
year, and one known member is the Duke
of Westminster, the countryside’s biggest
landowner and leaseholder of much of the
high value property in London. Hmm, just
the sort of people that you would expect to
beto mnuemeg about farm labourers wages
or the lack of a local bus service. It would
seem that the main remains the same,
ie. c[Jreserving the rights of a privileged few
to do as they please in their own homes on
their own land ( which their ancestors stole
from the commoners in the 18th century
Enclosure Acts). The fact that the inclusion
of certain issuesinthe CL.A's aﬁeﬂda smack
of blatant hypocrisy seems to have passed
them by. For example, according to its own
publin;gémthe C.L.A. represents ‘people dis-
mayed about plans to allow speculative building
on greenbelt land’. The owner of the Sutton
Estate in Newbury upon discovering that the

Subscribe! - ____

can make

copies. Post free to all prisoners.

bypass was to cross his land, was
s0”dis; “, he requested permission to
build 1,600 houses, an hotel and an 18-hole
gﬂf course next to the road. A letter from

House Builder’s Federation, to the C.L.A.
professes full support for hunting: ‘The in-
trusion of urban activists into country sports,
surely equally offends most right thinki I_glepwple
i the towns as well as the countryside’. He goes
on to state that he wishes to counter ‘fhe de-
liberately misleading impression that thousands
of square miles of Britain’s rightly cherished her-
itage is under threat from house building’. Ac-
cording to the C.L.A. , everyone athmd?ng the
march will be there to air some grievance relat-
ing to the countryside. What they fail to mention,
funnily enough, is the fact that many people are be-
ing ordered to attend by their Feudal employers,
under threat of losing their jobs, and in some cases
their homes, as many rural workers still live in ac-
commodation tied to their work.

|| Stately Roams
Welcome to the SchNEWS ‘Places to

visit’ section. Under the ‘conditional ex-
emption’ scheme owners of historic
houses, and landscapes and sites of sci-
entificinterest, do not have to pay inher-
itance tax or capital transfer tax on them
if they agree to preserve and maintain
their properties and ‘allow reasonable public
access to them . However, because of ‘tax-
g:ger confidentiality’, the scheme has
n shrouded in ever since its

introduction. We, the public, are not al-
lowed to know where these properties
are, much less take advantage of any ‘rea-
sonable’ access. But, EWS' best
friend Mark Thomas has sent us a list!
Each week we will publish an address
for you to visit on those sultry summer
week-ends. First two coming up:

*Sorn Castle, Ayrshire, Scotland, KA5
6HR TEL: 01292 268 181.

%)en by appeintment
*Bradley lgouﬁe, Maiden Bradle

Frome Tel: Estate Office 01803 Bﬁﬁﬁ&ﬂﬂ
Alternative Countryside Rally

Sunday March 1st, 10.30am, at the petrol st. on
A272/ A24junction, east of Cowfold*London Ani-
mal Action Embankment tube 9.30am. *Also demo
outside Parliament on Wed 4th March 1lpm. For
more info 0171 278 3068

Demolition Derby

After Derby Council demolished the Grade 1
listed Mill Flean for a ‘Filter Rd". Locals reclaimed
&he c oent}r;g‘iute at 6 in the morning last Satur-

ay telli sies they were setting up a party,
t : thakrc?uwn soutlﬁ?gyne of the p p&ngaﬂt%
ion 6, “We know what you're up to, we're just
here to monitor the situation and make sure you don't
interfere with the public and they don’t interfere with
11{_4)3:”. The site was Be({uealhcd to the people of
by the Bass family as a wildlife site. g’here
are already 20 people on site with tree houses be-
ing built and nearby residents donating food and
beer from from day one. A local television comp.
ran a vox pop which turned up 8 locals against
the road for every two that wanted it so it should
rove to be a lively one. Contact: Friends of the
arth 01332 727237
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Keep SchNEWS FREE! Just send 1st Class stamps (e.g. 20 for next 20 issues) or donations ( {
&NEWS, ¢/o on-the-fiddle, PO. Box i East Sussex, BN2 2DX.

tel/fax (call before faxingl: (01273) 685913 e-mail: schnews@brighton.co.uk e-SchNEWS: http://www.cbuzz.co.uk/SchNEWS/
STOP PRESS National Front will be marching through Dover again, 12 noon Saturday 28th. For counter demo 0121 554 6947

Masts madness

Mobile phone masts have been torn down
Il:?J angry cnczl]:;al:'le mlm tece[::?t months,

sin; i e grinders, Leprecauns
[thos% rish cousins of the Newbury Pi
took five minutes to waste a mast. Phone
pany, ‘Orange’, often work at night to avoid:

ublicity. There is concern over the health ef:
Feclsofmobiie phones - are pulsed at
the same frequency as the in your body
use to communicate (the “bioband” - 0-400
Hz). Health authorities say that more research
is needed. The mobile phone compani
translate this as: Business as usual. Conta
Colette O'Connell +353 58 41910

SchNEWS In brief

Noel Molland of the Gandalf 3 has a new
address: CK4321 HMP Channings Wood,
Denbury, Newton Abbot, Devon T!

BD e case against 41 of the 44 inno-
cent sabs arrested tor the Hunt Retributi
Squad action against the Hursley Hamble
Hunt back in 97 has been droj 3

support campaign for the three who were
i hasbg:ngs:tu . Contact PO Box 1119,
Dorchester, Dorset™In NW Devon, thou-
sands of mink are calling YOU to attend &
peaceful demo on Sat 14th March @ 11.30am,
near East Youlstone, near Bradworthy.
more info call 0370 430989.**The Advi
Service for Squatters really need people
answer the phones, they are desperate. He
‘em to help you, coz i {lou dont, next time
the police or bailiffs are kicking your door in
and you need help and all you get is an
ansa,phoiw %ﬂu'llkmww]m toblame -won!
u? ASS0171 359 8814* ™ Got any wood you
don’t want? Need some really cheap tim
Then the Brighton & Hove Eecy i
Project is for you. Volunteers also needed.
more info call 01273 276000***.***Fans of
Sainsbury’s superstores beware: BUDD and
the Stop the Store Alliance are meeti
weekly to discuss the Brighton proposal’s
day Public Inquiry which starts @ 10am
March 24th at Brighton Town Hall. To g
involved orjust listen in, go to the Ray Ti
Centre, Upper Gardner 5t @6.30pm on Mon:
days *"*Revolutionary anarchism ‘98 will
take place Sat 14 March 10am - 5.30pm a
Conway Hall Red Lion Square London. The
nearest tube is Holborn. More info and ad:
vance bookings from ACF 84b Whitecap
Street London E1 70X.** LONDON
GANIC FOOD FORUM are holding a me
ing on 3rd March @ 7.30pm, St Anthon
Sc%uooL?UFi johns Ave, Ham Tube
Finchley Rd/Hampstead, Call U181 968168

for more info.***
...and finall

Orange - a necessary mixer A bid to a
RUC constables to ;mech alcohol at
sions such as The Orange Order Parades
have been blocked in the Lords thanks to Lo
Fitt. Having lived in Belfast most of his li§
he explained how Orangemen need alcohg
at the end of their marches due to having §
listen to, “...the most boring speeches the
heard all year”. Wouldn't it be better if they fe
got about marching and just got pissed ins

disclaimer

SchNEWS warns all readers not to s
hours at international gatherings, wri
manifestos that try to capture the aspiral
of diverse movements, but to stay at
content in the knowledge that there is no-or
out there worth talking to, Honest!
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HOW TO

“The Earth is not dying it is being killed. And
those who are killing it have names and
addresses.” - Utah Phillips.

BEGINNING

Important: check with other activist groups in case
they've already done the work!! Start with the com-
pany’s annual report-they will send it to you if you
ask them nicely. If a non-PLC, look up the relevant
business directories for structure, try Who Owns
Whom for production info, try Kompass vol 1, mar-
ket research guides and industry reports. Always
note your sources to insure against libel.
LIBRARIES

As well as the business section, check out reference-
look for Who’s Who, the Directory of Associations
and Professional Bodies, trade journals (e.g. Mining
Journal, The Engineer), and local history books. If
you can get into London, visit the City Business
Library, Westminster Reference Library, or the
British Library Business Info Service. Alternatively,
get to your university library.

INTERNET

For leads and contacts, join an activist listserver, e.g.
<listserve@mizzoul missouri.edu>* top info sites:
<http://www.essential.org> <http://www. oneworld.
org> .
NEWSPAPERS, NEWSLETTERS ETC
Financial Times, Investor’s Chronicle. Private Eye
is good for leads but quoting is a libel risk! Find
internal newsletters (e.g. BP Today) for recent con-
tract awards, new offices etc, careers offices some-
times have them. Look in Business Surveys’
“Research Index”, which covers most publicationsS.
WHO ARE THEY?

Find the red postal address directories in the library
for locations, or MacMillan’s Key British
Enterprises. Companies House (in many city cen-
tres) will get you home addresses for £1, or a full
company search for £3.50 (tel 01222 380 30) but
you may be asked for a name and ID.

WHO KNOWS WHO?

The annual report must declare any donations of
over £200; for more call the Labour Research Dept
(tel 0171 928 0621). For lobbying activity, try the
Directory of Associations & Proff. Bodies. The reg-
ister of Members' Interests should tell you who ben-

A SURVIVAL GUIDE

COMPANY

_ended questions, putting-at-ease questions. Note:

‘be said BEFORE the comments are made, rathel

RESEARCH
efits from what.

PR STRATEGY

Find this out in PR Week or Marketing, or the PR.
Consultancy Yearbook.
FURTHER RESEARCH
Once you have your basic profile, examine it for
anything dodgy or interesting, and follow up. Ask
questions as...a journalist, a student writing a thesis,
a job-hunter...pick a flattering angle the company.
(their community projects/ ‘green’ image-improving,
etc to win confidence. Visit: see what lorries stop,
look through windows, check rubbish bins, try walk-_
ing straight in and being lost(!) Talk to employees.
Get a job with the company, if you can stand it!
INVESTIGATING TIPS -
Always be friendly with accountants and secretaries.
Look for enemies of the company. Interview com-
pany reps last, when you have a good case & it’s
harder for them to lie to you. Brush up on the jargon
and background knowledge. Anticipate possible
responses. Decide beforehand if you wish to leave
your source friendly or hostile to you after an inter-
view. Document your interviews in detail. Use open-

what your interviewee doesn’t want to talk about.
Respect off-the-record comments (use as leads
only)-but convention is that “off-the -record” must

than in “oops, 1 shouldn’t have said that™! -avoid
offering o-t-r. Use an alias that you can elaborate on.
if necessary. Alter your memorable features (glass-
es/smoking etc). Use a callbox NOT outside your
house. Back up your sources carefully. In writing
use devices such as “according to”, “allegedly” ete.
Keep incriminating notes elsewhere.
WHAT TO DO NEXT .
You are limited only by your imagination (and your
feelings about the possible consequences!). Things:
people have done before include: public-awareness
raising on future developments, freephone calling,
fax blockades, junkpost campaigns, targeting ten-
derers, shareholder-educating, site occupations,
office occupations (a way to get more info too),.
work disruption, AGM disruption, getting media
onto company dodginess and corruption, taking
companies to court for false advertising and illegal
operations.
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COOK IN WITH

THE BUTCHER

He's broken loadsa UN resolu-
tions. He's a ruthless dictator who
has murdered hundreds of thou-
sands of people. He has invaded
neighbouring countries and is
armed to the teeth. His name is
Cieneral Suharto - the butcher ofga-
karta, and dictator of Indonesia for
the last 33 years.

S0 are the UK about to declare war
on him and his people...er, no. In fact
he's coming to Britain in April for the
Asia European Summit Meetin
(ASEM).The summit will be focusing
un lrade and investment, however it is
tather doubtful if other more humani-
tarian matters will be on the agenda.
He's resposible for:-

* The deaths of up to one million
members and sympathisers of the PKI
{the Indonesian Communist Party) in a
slate-sponsored massacre, after he came
lnpower in a military coup in 1965.

The deaths of 200,000 East Timorese
{n third of the population) after Indo-
hesia invaded the country in 1975.

*The deaths of 150,000 le of West
Papua (the Western ﬁal of New
Liuinea, also known as the Indonesian

rovince of ‘Irian Jaya’), after Indone-
#la invaded the country in 1963

* The thousands in jail without trial
lor political and religious beliefs.

* The logging and mining of huge
x'mrt.-s of tropical rainforest, massive
st fires which have been burni;
across large of the country creat-

Int; smog like conditions
I.ininﬂ%his own and his relatives pock-
b with the ill-gotten gains from these cor-
:ﬂt ations, ing Suharto one of the
st men in the world.

Butallis notrosy for “the Butcher’, with
tummentators describing the present
sltuation in Indonesia as “one of politi-
tul, social and economic free fall’. The
fupiah is worth less than a quarter of
Ils value of a year ago. Ninety per cent

Indonesian companies have become
u‘hnicnllkl bankrupt, leaving tens of
illlions of people out of work. This has

led to widespread unrest, with food ri-
ots in East Java and daily demonstra-
tions in the capital, Jakarta. So why is
Britain gung-ho when it comes to
Saddam Hussain but rather less out-
spoken when it comes to Suharto? Well,

ritain is currently one of the main
arms dealers to Indonesia - remember
the Ploughshare’s women smashing up
British Aerospace hawk jets destined
for Indonesia? Or Alvis and GKN, the
Royal Navy, Vicars and Royals
Royce...it seems inevitable that Britain
wirl be using the opportunity of
Suharto’s presence at ASEM to further
their sales of arms to the country, de-
spite the rhetoric of our foreign policy.

Suharto’s fate is uncertain, but it is

clear that the Indonesian military, thor-
oughly armed and trained by the
United Kingdom are the real power in

Indonesia, and will have a major say
in who runs the country in the future.

Ol! SUHARTO - NO!

Demonstrate on Sat 4th April @ 11 am
meet at Jubilee Gardens, ing by the QEII
Centre where ASEM is taking place 0171 281
0297 * Ifaou fancy a bit of direct action meet
at 8 am Victoria Station (outside Smiths) on
Friday 3rd. Contact 0171 739 2301

Indonesia is the worlds fourth la t
country made up of 17,000 islands

* Support 6 East Timo rese exiles and 3 Brit-
ish peace activists up in court for trespassing
on g:(‘!lhqh Aerospace land @ Lytham Magis-
trates Court on March 23-27th. There'llbe a 9
am vigil each morning . More info ‘phone Liv-
erpool Catholic Worker 0151 264 8741 *Easter
Faith and Resistance Gathering against sales
of Hawkjets to Indonesia Ilf?gth April 0151
264 8741 * Ploughshares are holding HAM-
MERS & SPANNERS, 18-19 April in Oxford.
0161 226 299%

HOT SPRING UK ‘98

March 21st-22nd, B’ham. A
MUST for UK people wanting to
take direct action against
E]obalisation. Targets: forthcoming

8 summit & EU Summit in Car-
diff. Contact 0161 224 4846

DAUGHTER OILS
THE SLAUGHTER

SchNEWS talked to Ceu Brites from East
Timor Relief Association, who has been in
exile for 22 years.

“1n 1998 East Timor is still under mili-
tary control. We have to ask permission
to move around. The_y used to use
sticks, but since the Dili massacre they
use gas. We are forced to sell our land
because Tutu, Suharto’s daughter, is
selling this oil-rich land, our%and, to
multinationals to exploit it. We also
have the rarest marble in the world. The
health situation is very bad. We can
send only 2 doctors to East Timor who
can stay for just three months. Tuber-
culosis is rife because of lack of treat-
ment and expensive medicines,

In Lisbon this May we will hold the
Timorese Congress - like the African
National Congress - to look forward to-
wards forming our own government.
It could happen in just a few years
time”.info: www.pactok.net.au/docs/et/

TURKEY SHOOT -

in A Minor

Turkish riot cops - “Steel Force™- are tobe
piped classical music to soothe their
“paranoid and twitchy” moods as they sitin
cvaches waiting to beat people up. Asst.
Police Chief Kutlay Celik said: “The music
will have a calming effect on the brains of those
who are not so polite. We'll play Mozart,
Beethoven but defiitely no Wagner”

‘PHONE IN SICK!

Decadent Action - the consumer ter-
rorist organisation- have called the sec-
ond World Phone in Sick Day for 6
April 1998. This is the first day of the
financial year - and DA are out to de-
stroy the monetary system...at their lei-
sure! Last year the group was credited
with inspiring 2,000 British Airways
workers to phone in sick instead of
striking, in a dispute with manage-
ment. The idea of &)orld Phone in Sick
Day is to damage the economy - cost-
ing employers millions and contribut-
ing toinflation. The aim of the group is
the destruction of capitalism via hyper-
inflation caused by excessive spending
and employee disobedience! Workers
calling in sick costs UK industry over
£13 billion each year. For more info
send sae to Decadent Action,BM
Decadence,London WCIN 3XX.

ActiveFM 106.6 -from 6pm Fri 12-Qun 15 (SchNEWS Sat 4pm )




NEW DEAL

“Have you ever
thought how profitable

your business would be
if youdidn't have to pay

out any wages?”
Letter sent out by Brighton & Hove
Federation of Small Businesses

In April New Labour’s Welfare to
Work will go nationwide promising to
put hundreds of thousands of the un-
employed back to work as part of Tony
Blairs “full monty’ welfare reform. But
welfare to work is in reality a major ste
towards the introduction of a ﬁs style
workfare system. The government are
selling the scheme as the answer to all
our problems, but as every new scheme
to ‘benefit’ the unemployed has been
announced, the politicians begin
sounding like a Persil advert - “Yes, it's
our new mmproved brand which will re-
ally Fet rid of those nasty greasy un-
enw oyable stains this time.

ith the Adam Smith Institute, who
have always opposed the Welfare State
and the N¥—!S, calling Welfare to Work
“the most successfu Pub]ic olicy ini-
tiative of the century “ then alarm bells
should start ringing!

“SO WHAT’S IT ALL
ABOUT?”

Initially aimed at putting 18-24 year
olds into subsidisecr jobs or training,
there will be an “intensive job guidance
and counselling” programme lasting up
to 4 months, before people have to
choose one of four schemes.

These are:

1) Work with an employer. The em-
ployer gets a £60 a week subsidy to
employ someone for six months at a
standard wage. The job mustinclude a
one day a week training for which a
grant of £750 is paid.

2) Full time study on an approved
course forup toa year

3) A six month job in the voluntary
sector (Any vnlunteugr organisation tak-
ing part will get paid £3,200 a person.)

2} Working for the Environmental
Task Force.’

These schemes are
compulsory

Refuse and you'll lose
your benefit.

OR

RAW DEA

“It’'s a new National Service,
there is no fifth option apart from
drugs, crime and homelessness.”
John Fillis Lancashire Labour
councillor

“SO WHAT, I'VE GOT
A JOB!”

Butit's not just the unempl(B'ed who
will be affected. The New Deal is a
massive extension of “casualisation” -
creating a whole section of the
workforce who only have a six months
contracts, which will undermine eve-
ryone’s wages and conditions. Employ-
ees will inevitably take advantage of
the scheme to replace workers with
cheap labour taken off the dole queue.
Even the Employment Policy Institute
director John Philpott warned that em-
ployers with a high labour turnover
were bound to try to use the subsidy
“There is a risk that the scheme could
end up validating the revolving door
labour market.” This is already hap-
pening in trial areas of the scheme. For
example, in Eastbourne Anglo Dutch
Meats have taken on 20 people under
the New Deal - despite making 10 staff
redundant before Christmas.

A Bt

“We have become incapable of making
judgements about what is useful work. Th
t motive drives our economy so any:
thing that makes man.ﬁv 15 COnSil ork
even when it is socially and envirommen:
tally destructive. ely, anything thal
does not make money or is not paid is nol
considered work, regardless of its real hue
man value. 1
New Labour s vision of work is fantasti-
cal. To suggest that selling kam!mgers
cleaning cars is a panacea for social ills is
fairy tale solution. The real challenge is g
decide as a society what work is importan
and then to share it, and the proceeds,
fairly” Molly Scott Cato Green Party

While France debates the 35 hou
week, the UK lags behind with thi
longest working hours of any Europear
country, an average of 45 hours a week
Despite a recent report by the TUC
which found that nearly half the
workforce is suffering from some forms
of stress New Labour talks about the
work ethic with an almost religious
zeal. The reality is unempluyment is
here to stay...after all wasn’t this mean
to be the so-called “age of leisure’?

People in the creative industries
bands, theatre, festival organisers e
have used the dole as an informal sys:
tem of support to gain artistic and tech
nical skills. But this is seriousfly threat
ened by the New Deal. Key figures ir
the music industry for example, sudl
as Alan McGee, (Oasis’ label boss) ant
the International Managers” Forum
have already voiced grave concern
about it. Théy even praise the curren
system because it allows people to k
“creative without being bureaucratised.
The New Deal doesn't just affect
£50 billion-a year-creative indus
Smaller projects which run on a volun
tary basis and which make considerabl
contributions to community life me
well be decimated. Anél change to th
welfare system should recognise th
contribution of the creative communit!
without destroying it.

The poorest 10% of the popula-
tion get £13 a week less than 20
years ago.Yet, thanks to tax cuts
the top 10% get an extra £900.

The Economist




Don’t believe us, take a look at what’s
happening in other countries that are

using Welfare to Work.

“Hadie Hartgrove was laid off from her part-
time custodial job with the Nassau County gov-
ernment. As a result, she ended up on welfare -
and back at her old job as part of her workfare
assignment, with far less pay and no benefits.”

In Ontario, Canada the government
has Fas&ed a law which now makes it
legal to force the unemployed to work
for less than the minimum wage with
no breaks or holiday pay, no riﬁht to
start or join a union, no health and
safety protection, or protection from
discrimination. In other provinces that
have already legalised workfare, hos-
ital workers, teachers and othet pub-
I¢ and private sector employees are
being replaced by workfgre partici-
cants. Thousands of jobs are lost in fa-
vur of replacing them with unem-
loyed persons on welfare and Em-
Fluyment Insurance. In Saskatchewan
Or example entire shopping complexes
are built by unemployed carpenters,
plumbers, labourers efe,

In America, the city of Baltimore has
teplaced an estimated 1000 of its
workforce with workfare ‘trainees’
who earn less than the minimum wage.
The Baltimore public school system
alone has 208 ‘custodial trainees” who
warn the equivalent of £1.50 an hour.

New Yf){r‘k City budget cuts in 1994
forced the De ent of General Serv-
Ibes to eliminate half its 300 full time

cleaners, replacing them with 140
;vo le on workfare. New York has

5,000 currently on the Work Experi-
wnee Programme with eventually half
the City Council’s workforce expected
lo be employed on the programme.
Ene workfare administrator admitted
that while he knew workfare slots
Weren't supposed to replace real jobs,
I does happen.

I Britain as part of the Project Work
for-your-dole-scheme, The Royal Infir-
hary in Edinburgh’s main general hos-
&lla , is using around 30 placements in

lering, portering and cleaning.

tration

The American M D

“One Work Experience Program
worker from New York city area de-
scribed it not as an experience in work
but an experience in slavery.”

Sandra White is a young women who
began work at 14 untirl995 when she was
‘downsized.” Unable to find a job, she was
forced onto welfare, and sent to the Sani-
tation Department. At 7 am the Work Ex-
perience Program workers are taken by
van to a location, from which they are to
sweep their way back to the Sanitation
Department. One sweeps the street, while
the other pushes a wheeled garbage can
and picks up the material. These work-
ers are outside all day, They receive no

uniforms or protective clothing and no -

sanitary or eating breaks, Any person
complaining about their conditions is
threatened with the sack and loss of un-
employment benefits.

Nick Lebrow is a middle-aged man. In
the Work Experience Programme (WEP),
heisassigned to the Bronx Parks Depart-
ment where he does maintenance work
on the J;ark& He uses gas operated mow-
ers and trimmers, trash compactors and
other power equipment. Despite con-

ken glass, hypodermic needles and other
toxic and dangerous materials he receives
no protective equipment. During the
winter weather, he and other WEP work-
ers were given ex- prison uniform coats!

Henry Dlugozima Jr.a middle-aged
man with a 30 year skilled work record
was sent to a Recycling Centre. He re-
ceived no job training and given no pro-

tective clothing other than a pair of cloth -

gloves. Itis dangerous work. Atleastone
worker has lost a hand after being caught
in the conveyor belt. Mr.Dlugozima
works 20 hours a week /80 hours a month
for $120 in food stamps. This amounts to
$1.50 an hour! (about 95 pence)

Nesearch Corporation compared people on

#ormal benefit with those who were required
ks work for their benefits, in a study lasting 5
~ yoam.The results concluded that people who
Were required to work for their benefits were
#0 more likely than the other welfare recipients

- i@ gel real, paying jobs. Most workfare

I gnms do not create real jobs. If anything
replace real jobs with free labour.

DID YOU KNOW?

There are 1 million Businesses in the UK
and with just 2 weeks to go before the
launch of “New Deal”only 2,000 compa-
nies have signed up. In other words 99%;
haven't 4

“So I guess it’s just gcult then?”

stangr dealing with dead animals, bro-

“there will be n'g fifth
option”.
We say there is-
RESISTANCE!

In France thousands of unemployed
peodp]e have been marching in the streets
and taking direct action demanding
amongst other things, anincrease inben-
efits. [t worked, with the government re-
cently announcing £5 billion worth of
extra cash. Meanwhile, in Brighton the
claimants p helped make sure that
many charities in the area wouldn't
touch the Project Work-for-your-dole
scheme with a l)we le.

fl?lt:tWeifare to ttorkistl‘lecomerstodm
of the government’s mp-ramrne, and is
going tobe a lot ha:t!::!r 0 defeat. While
some of us might find individual solu-
tions, it is only through collective action
that things for change. Don’t leave it to
someone else - get involved!

Haringay Solidarity Grou
POBe dazg Y Croup
London N8

0181 802 9804

Edinburgh Claimants
Peace & Justice Centre
St. johns

Princes St

Edinburgh EH2

0131 332n 7547

Groundswell OUWCU

East Oxford Community Centre
Princes 5t.Oxford OX4 1THU

(info on groups around the country)

Sheffield Claimants
PO Box 446
Sheffield S1 INY

Unemg:;}(‘yed Workers & Claimants
Belfast 01232 439 869

Brighton Against Benefit Cuts
meet every Tuesday 6 - 7 pm at
George Beard Pub, Gloucester
Road, or ;ou can contact them at:
PO Box 2791, Brighton, BN2 2TT.

A New Deal or a Raw Deal? Conference
th March at Friends Centre, Ship St., Brighton

Saturday 28

10am - 5pm




TRAINSTOPPING

With the annual nuclear waste railway sea-
son fast appmacl'lingei: Germany, naughty
trainstoppers have been at it again. In the
early hours of March 2nd, three main rail-
way tracks in northern Germany were sabo-
taged, delaying train circulation for half a day.
Tracks around Berlin were also wrecked the
week before. German Rail wonder whether
they should continue transporting as it's get-
ting a bit expensive, help them make up their
minds. It's confirmed now that the authori-
ties would like the waste to reach Ahaus on
the 25 March. Anyone interested in going
please ring up the SchNEWS office, there
might be rtorganised, or let us know
about spare places.

PARK KEEPERS

Bristol City Council has leased 20 acres of
the Ashton Courtpark to Pioneer Aggregates,
an Australian multinational, who want to
expand Durnford Quarry, against the wishes
of locals. The project is scheduled to begin
any day and will destroy 20 acres of land,
leaving a 100 metre deep hole. Pioneer have
a,gne:;? to transplant parts of the park, which
supports a diverse habitat, including several
rare species, however RSPCA officers have
stated that there is an badger sett in this field
and the heavy machinery needed to prepare
the site will traumatise the badger cubs. A
camp has been set up. Contact (0117) 939 3039
Write ¢/o 10-12 Picton St. Montpelier, Bris-
tol BS6 5QA Website: http://
www.gn.apc.org/ cycing/ ashtoncourt

ARMY WANTS
PEACE SHOCK

- Two days before the shooting of three Pal-
estinians by the Israeli army led to rioting,
1,500 soldiers and police signed an open let-
ter to Netanyahu's ernment. The letter,
published inan Israeli newspaper this week,
called on the government to “choose peace
with the Palestinians”.

BREAKOUT OF THE
WEEK '

Mystified prison officers spent thousands
of pounds on changing the locks at Castington
Young Offenders Institute in Northumber-
land after a spot check turned up a set of high
quality keys. Turned out one of the wily
young tykes had a photographic memory and
memorised the shapes of master keys “within
seconds”.

OKASIONAL CAFE

Manchester Earth First! havesetup a iguat
cafe in the former local temperance lodge.
EF! initiated the squat to be run as a non profit
making cafe, meeting place, entertainment
venue, and information centre. A local busi-
nessman, who alleges he is the owner, ob-
tained a swift eviction order, which may be
served at any time, but considering that the
O.K.asional Cafe is only intended to stay in
any one place for only a month, this is un-
likely to happen. And Mancs have welcomed
the cafe in thccir hundreds, making it a re-
sounding success. Contact 305 Oxford Rd,
Manchester, mobile phone 0966 464606.

Subscribe! . _
you can make

Hello Gail Curly-Wurly

SChNEWS in brief

This year’s BRIGHTON DANCE PA-
RADE is off, due to ££losses last year. But
fear ye not! Dance Parade UK 99 promises
to be even ‘bigger, smoother and more col-
ourful’. Hardened addicts look out for aCD
- The Vibe, A Decade of Love Parade 1989-

1998, in September, and regular club night @
the Ho Club, Seafront Arches, Brighton:
Thurs 1 March,”*RANT AND RAVE is

back @ the Rocket, Holloway Road, N7 on
21st March, 10 til 6. It costs £8 or £6 cones
(inc. SchNEWS readers) and b4 11pm and
promises a cheap bar and trillions of fab acts
- all in aid of Squall magazine. For info on
Squall call 0181 5093353/ 01717131494 ™" An
alternative infoshop and ing room has
just opened in Ljubljana, Slovenia, holding
info on everything from direct action to
bioreﬁiona]ism(!l), space for like-minded
people to meet and they’'re in need of dona-
tions of reading material. Send stuff to: Skrati
c/o Retina, Metelkova 6, 1000
Slovenia or email skrati@kud-fp.si ™ Sat 28th
March is a Global Day of Action against vet-
eran vivisectors PROCTOR & GAMBLE. 17
countries will be involved, with 30 events in
the UK alone, Contact 0114 2350020"™* M AY-
DAY98 conference in Bradford (1st-4th May)
big parade kick off, promises to be real food
for thought Write to MayDay 98, PO Box
HH57, Leeds LS8 5XG *** FORUM FOR
SOCIAL CHANGE in Southampton at the
Joiners Arms, St Mary’s Ston the 5th of April
01703 570509. Bands, talks, workshops. (’Ig'us
is a SchNEWS benefit ) ***Alternatively,
the GATHERING VISIONS, GATHERIN!
STRENGTH II conference at Manchester
Uni, 3rd-5th April, a forum for activists to
ther and poo ideas for social change. Fees
ﬁaepend onincome (£3-£18) and there will be
cheap vegan food and free accommodation
0161 8, 1, email gmdend@gn.apc.org ™™
The CENTRE for A T'E‘RN%[VECTI;:EH—
NOLOGY's Eco-Cabins, a project which in
7 years has housed 11,000 | children for
a week of interactive learning about e
and nature is in nt need of renovgglogg
If you can spare £5, £10 (or all £40k needed!!)
you won't find a worthier cause! Write to
CAT, Lilwyngwern, Machynlleth, Powys,
SY20 ‘JAZyor call 01654 702400 *** Faslane
Peace Camp’s SPRING GREENING FES-
TIVAL 20-27th March with Equinox celebra-
tion a demo and action, workshops from
shiatsu to gardening. 01436 820901 ™ Inter-
ested in PERMACULTURE? check out
Naturewise’s ‘Design for Sustainable Living
Now’. The introductory weekend is 21st-
22nd March, 10-5.30 Fees variable accordin
to income. Call 0171 2813765 *** THAT STU-
PID CLUB presents ‘Homo-phoney? @
The Lift, 11-12 Queen’s Rd, Brighton on Wed
25th March. Starring The Divine David, Tania
Clyde, Neil Cross and others, it costs £3.50/
£3'in aid of the ‘Bolton 7’ campaign, tickets
from Paul Bearer and Waterstones *** A re-
minder not to miss Bristol Earth First!'s pro-
fun, freedom and friends LOVE AND
ROCKETS. Starting @ noon on Good Fri-
day 10th April, (meet Band Stand, Castle
Park) there will be workshops on the theme
‘the city’ until 8pm then a FULL ON FREE
PA (check @ Grapevine or meet 10pm
in the foyer, Temple Meads train station)
going into all-dayURBAN DIY ACTION
early on Saturday 12th - meet 12 noon @
Castle Park if you oversleep. Info: 0831
657985, *** The case of the M25 THREE, who

jubljana,

L N B N N _§N _§_ N &K _§_ _§ R _ % _§N_§_J N 8§ N §_§R_§_ B8 )
Keep SchNEWS FREE! Just send 1st Class stamps (e.g. 20 for next 20 issues) or donations (payable to Justice?) Ask for "Orig
i copies. Post free to all prisoners, chNi'W nﬁiughlnn,

tel/fax {call before faxingk: (01273) 685913 e-mail: schnews@brighton.co.uk e-SchNEWS: http://www.cbuzz.co.uk/SChNEWS/
Readers- we need your recycled or new A4 envelopes please.

S, ¢/o on-the-fiddle, PO. Box

are currently in jail for a murder didn’t
commit, is the subject of Rough Justice,
BBC 1, 10 p.m 25th March. *** RECLAIM
YOUR RIGHT TO ROAM!The Land Is Ours
are nizing a Mass T March 28th/
29l§fﬁeet %Lut&n Station,1.30 pm on
28th.Info 01865 722016.

PARK KEEPERS 2

Remember the Poplar trees Fairclough
Homes wanted to trash because they sp
the view of the Thames from their newly buill
luxury development? Well, Fairclough are
really pushing for a decision because al-
though they’ve sold the homes can’l
move anyone in till the trees are safely (sic)
removed. A SchNEWS source says that 2-30(
security have been booked from 16th March
onwards, (Sct;hnlgf\l;\'s note: Although
com, is roject Security it's actu=
al]yﬁg‘mt hiding behind a subsidiary
name). There is a ncil meeting on
same day, and with a large presence

the 16,000 locals who signed the peti
promising to attend, It should be a fun
out Canbury Gdns, Kingston, 0378 498

ROAD RAGE

A group of DIYers in Israel are producing
ublications i.ndl;lrebmw. They need info
w fo roads, organise street parties a
network with local communities. Any'we
sites, publications, etc. contact DIY Altes
tive Press POBox 3607 TEL AVIV 61036 I
RAEL email: gbo@myhideout.co **MID-
LANDS AGAINST Sl\,UIIER Hi?l-ﬁ‘\h\
need le to squat buildings along the
route F:}?otﬁe pm;%aed Birmingham North
Relief Road. Clearance work begins
April.Info 07970 932224

...and finally
RAPED ENVIRONMENT LED
POLLUTERS ON SHOCK

In their opening statement in Washing
the defense ting Pacific North
struction & Lumber Corp, that th
client was not at fault for the rape of 30,0
acres of virgin forest, claiming that the fo
led the company on with, “...an m%ggd b
tant display of its rich, fertile bounty .
ously it is extremely un te this for
was raped, it should have known better th
show off its lush greenery and tall strong
the presence of my client , “ said the defen
attorney “if youre going to tease and encon
like that, openly flaunting your abundant
ral resources, don’t be surprised by the con
quences.” The situation is being clo
watched both by timber-ind
and victims’ rights groups across the U.S.
P.N.C. &L Carp. mrgmsm to believe
forest wanted it bad,” said one | r. “Wh
were those trees doing in that kind of remote sp
i weren't looking for trouble? Believe m
riii’?gno I'Jt'rginﬁm!sf,"%use siding with th
timber mmpanmso cite the forest’s histor
claiming that it has”A reputation for being eg

ily exploited”.
disclaimer

SCHNEWS warns all readers never to ta
strange dictators covered in dodgy medals
clally if they start talking about a New Deal i
tree burning cult

i East Sussex, BN2 2D



Fact sheet
Young People (18-24 years)

What young people need
‘to know about the New Deal

You've probably heard of New Deal, and have some idea
what its all about, but now you need some specifics.

This sheet has been produced to give you some propaganda
and put you off the scent a bit - New Deal is great!

What is New Deal for young people?

Its a programme to help us cut unemployment figures

and social security spending and to force young people into
badly paid (or even not paid at all) jobs.

New Deal is just that — a deal, a raw deal. What it offers you
is a work placement paid well below the minimum wage and
what we expect in return is absolute obedience. Although the
Welfare to Work schemes in the USA on which the New Deal is
based have been found not to lead to people getting real paying
jobs we would like you to believe that New Deal here will be
different, helping young people into real, lasting, worthwhile
employment.

Who's providing New Deal?

New Deal is not being provided by bureaucrats or

remote departments. Instead, local companies, voluntary
organisations, training providers, local authorities,
Jobcentres, environmental organisations and others will
be getting your time and work for free. The Employment
Service has been contacting them with offers of free
labour and hopes that they will form a network of local
slave labour employees.

Is New Deal for me?

_If you're aged between 18 and 24 and have been claiming
JSA for six months or more, you’ll be conscripted onto
the New Deal. Some people can have earlier access if
they want it. We want to give you the chance to willingly
volunteer for the New Deal but don’t forget -

New Deal schemes are compulsory -
Refuse to comply and you’ll lose vour benefits




What happens first?

You'll normally get told when we decide you have to start.
You'll then meet your Employment service New Deal
Persenal Adviser — someone who'll stay with you
throughout your Workfare scheme.

What will my personal adviser
actually do?

Your New Deal Personal Adviser will be your point of
contact with New Deal right through the programme.

Their first task will be to ensure that you get extra hassle,
harassment and threats to force you into taking any job. They

may provide you with this service themselves or refer you to
someone in another organization who is better placed to bully you.

Either way you get direct, personal harassment, starting

with someone finding out anything about you, what you will do

and how far you'll do as you're told. You must follow whatever
recommendations we make to improve your chances of getting a job.

As that Labour councillor said the only other option is “drugs, crime

and homelessness”. Whether it be getting your hair cut, improving

your attitude and “obedience skills* or lowering the level of wages

which you will be happy to accept, your personal adviser will do

their best to make sure that you do whatever it takes to get off the dole. -

Basically we will do our best to persuade you that you really want to
work for the lowest possible wages with no employee rights and will
offer you the most casual, non unionised, badly paid jobs that we can find.

If you still cannot find a job during the first few months of being
on new Deal, your New Deal personal adviser or the adviser with -
whom you are working in this gateway period will force you on to
one of the other options which New Deal provides.

There are four options

e A job with an employer who receives a government subsidy for
six months after which time they sack you and take on someone
else on a subsidy.

e Work with the Environment Task Force to improve the
Environment of your community ( this is very similar to a
Community service sentence for a criminal offence and is likely
to consist of litter picking).

e Work in the voluntary sector { for example making tea in the
Back of a charity shop)

e One of a far narrower range of education and training courses than are
available at the moment.




Can | choose which option | take?

You can certainly say which option you'd prefer, and we
might do our very best to help you get it. But in reality
you'll probably still end up with the crap one.

Although we can’t guarantee that we will try to offer
you anything like what you asked for we will do
everything we can to offer you the illusion of a real choice.

Can [ just go back onto JSA?

No, of course you can't, what do you think we are — a charity?
It’s important that you play your part too by participating
actively in the New Deal.

What about training?

One of the key ways that New Deal is the same as all previous
options such as YTS and ET is that it provides a pretence of
useful training which will lead to future employment.

Obviously this is a con as New Deal does nothing to tackle the
real reasons for unemployment and there’ll still be about 2 million
people unemployed when you come off the scheme. In fact
you'll probably end up back on the dole yourself, but that's not
our problem.

What about money?

You shouldn’t really be thinking about money as you
don’t deserve any when you're not working but we’ll be
generous and let you get JSA for the first few months on
New Deal. Then you'll have to work for your dole.

Clearly if you get a job you'll get what you're given.

Your boss will get a £60 a week subsidy to employ you

so that's probably what you'll get - more than your dole

and as much as £2 an hour! If you work on the Environment
Task Force or for a voluntary organisation you’ll get your
giro and a little mare - for your 30 hours work a week you
could be earning up to £1.50 an hour!

If we agree to let you do one of a very limited range of
education or training schemes, you can still get the
equivalent of your JSA, we’re being intentionally vague
about this one still, to try and make sure that it doesn’t
end up being a bit cushy.

New Deal pocket money will not affect your entitlement to
other benefits such as Housing Benefit and Council Tax
Benefit because we've got other plans to cut those anyway.




When does it all start?

There have been trials going on since January and New

Deal will start everywhere else in April 1998. For the

first four months everyone will be on the "gateway" section

of the scheme (similar to ‘intensive jobsearch’ for the

recently abandoned Project Work scheme) after that New Deal
will begin in earnest and if the providers have enough placements
to put people on (for Project Work they had extensive backlogs)
people will start being put on workfare schemes.

Where can | get more information?

Brighton Against Benefit Cuts meet upstairs at the George
Beard Pub (behind the Gloucester) every Tuesday at 6pm.

They, and Brighton Claimants Action Group, can also be
contacted at PO Box 2536, Rottingdean, BN2 BLX

New Deal for young people is co-ordinated nationally by the
Labour Party on behalf of their friends
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OnZSth-Februar{; three animal rights
activists became the first protesters in
the country to be taken to court under
the Protection from Harassment Act
1997 - a law introduced to protect
women from stalkers.

Last year Peter Harrison, the owner
. ol Cornyhaugh Mink Farm in North-
umberland took out a injﬁ:lnction ban-
ning Newcastle Animal Rights Coali-
llon and anyone connected with the
roup from demonstrating near his
arm, from using the highway which
funs alongside the farm and from
E:luning or writing to him! The cam-

ign against the mink farm followed

n undercover investigation in 1997
Which revealed the appalling condi-
tlons in which mink are kept.
A whole month after takinﬁ partina
andlelit vigil outside the farm,
lephen Tindle and Elizabeth Crocker
were arrested and charged with the
‘tontinual harassment’ of Harrison. In
Court they were accused of repeatedly
Irespassing on Harrisons land and of
leaving him and his family feeling
‘Ihreatened and distressed. (zut not as
ﬂntressed as the mink) A third person,
Laura Nicol was also nicked when a

iliceman lied and said he had seen her
wilh Steven, despite her being injail at
the time for non-payment of fines!

After a three day trial, Stephen and
~ llizabeth were found guilty and given
bsolute discharges with £100 costs.

t were also given restraining orders
reventing them from going within

If a mile of the farm, under the threat

ol “i!: to five years imprisonment.

‘The case sets a dangerous precedent,
and could affect all types of protest. In
theory anyone protesting against the
same person more than once could be
accused of harassment and arrested.

Now that the Act has been successfull
used against demonstrators, then it's
surely only time before police forces
across the country start queuing up to
use it. On Wednesday evening, two
more people were arrested outside the
mink farm during a candlelit vivgil,
charged under the Act and given 7.30
pm - 7 am curfews.

And one women has been charged
for demonstrating outside the home of
Hillgrove Farm owner Christopher Brown
- the man who breeds cats for vivisection.

Liz Parratt from Liberty told SchNEWS
“Using the new Act in this way will detract
from the aim of protecting genuine victims
of harassment whilst adding to the arsenal
of criminal sanctions already available
against legitimate protest. One wonders how
long it will before the same provisions are
used against investigative journalists.”

* Demonstrate outside a Dorset mink
farm this Sunday (22nd). Travel avail-
able from Brighton, meet 9 am outside
Harvest Forestry.

NEWS GAG

Liberty last week failed in the High Court
to overturn the convictions of three people
who were monitoring a hunt. The three, who
were doing nothing more than filming, failed
to comply with a police order to leave the
area. Li said the ruling would be a threat
to others such as investigative journalists.

Stopiwch ddinistrio
Eithinog!

“Possession Forthwith’ has been
granted to Bangor Council on land
squatted by greenfield protesters. The
council intend to build 300 social hous-
ing homes on a 30 acre green site that
has been used as a village green by the
local community for thirty years. Peo-
ple are angry because despite there be-
ing countless brownfield sites around,
Bangor Council have ignored pleas to
review planning policies not updated
since the Fifties.A full-on camp has
been set up for five years now with to-
tal local support, the camp say, “It's a
beautiful site, lovely locals, bring usual
eviction tat.”

Camp Mobiles 0836 563 980/01248
388 018: Student Union 01248 388 018

Told You So !!

MOUNTED COPS IN
SPY CAMERA SHOCK

Mounted cops in Cleveland have
become the first police force in the
country to run trials with new
surveillance equipment video cameras.
The tiny cameras, with a lens the size of a
shirt button, are fitted to specially designed
helmets.

Developed by Helmet Integrated
Systems H—[!S) a military equipment
supply company based in St.Albans,
the images are stored on a Walkman-
sized device that is attached to the
officer’s belt or kept in the horse’s
saddlebags. The picture can also be sent
by a microwave link up to two miles
away, so that colleagues can monitor
the situation and offer advice.

The wide-angle camera is fixed
behind the helmet visor and is almost
invisible to an onlooker. A tin hiﬁ?-
powered microphone provides the
option to record sound, all operated by
the flick of a switch worn on the finger.

Inspector Ros Sibley said “The main
reason we are planning to deploy this
technology across our mounted force is
because offices on horseback are 9 foot off
the ground and have a wide range of vision.
They are also most often in crowd-control
operations, such as football matches or riot
sttuations, where we think that the
technology will be most useful.”

Eric Staples, in charge of HIS police-
products division believes the
applications for the system are almost
limitless. “We definitely see this as
something that goes wider than the police”
Over in America, a similar system is
being developed. Semco Systems have
unveiled an in-carvideo system, which
links a camera being worn by an officer
with a recording system in a patrol
vehicle. This means that if cops give
chase to someone, a flip of a switch on
the body-worn camera, will record the
action up to half a mile away.

The cost of the trials has been justified
because the police reckon they will be able
to prove they are innocent when it comes to
ﬁgﬁting harassment allegations made by the
public. Whether the cameras will
mysteriously break down when the police
step out of line, is of course anyone’s guess.

Note: During the last Brighton Reclaim
The Streets aIFthe police CCTV cameras
‘mysteriously’ broke down...

ONTI-COPYRIGHT - INFORMATION FOR ACTION




ILL-Legal Aid

“Justice should be there for all of us, not just
the well off or very poor”. Funny way to begi
a report that basically says justice won't
there for all. Our old mate Lord Chancellor
Irvine (the man who spends your money on
his wallpaper and hangs public works of art
over his mantelpiece) rethought plans
to abolish Legal Aid for compensation but
don't start to celebrate, since we see the first
phase of cutbacks come in during the
summer that will affect 60% of personal
injury and accident claims. Obstacle one to
justice for all. It means accident victims will
}u\re to take out legal insurance to begin a
case, the fee being worked out on the odds
the insurance company see on your chances
of winning (Ladbrokes Law?) fees are
likely to start at £100. Lawyers will be asked
to taiecm cases on a ‘no win no fee’ basis to
cut the number of cases getting to court. So
if you are seeking compensation, your first
mb]em is finding a solicitor who thi

e a chance of winning and as ene said to
SchNEWS. “you can't on anything but a
sure-firewinner”. The weakest, most
disadvantaged, who most need to take legal
action will ?mvemh . The real winners
in this situation will be the insurance
companies who will profit every time. E.%a
case might begin with the client asking for
£10,000 in damages. They could then be
offered half that amount and no matter what
is involved the insurance company could
force a client into accepting the lesser sum

reﬁ;sing to give cover to continue with
m,edaim. id for medical negligence cases
is to stay for the moment but this will be
phased out in the future. The Government
also plans to set up a fund for cases that are
‘in the public interest.’ yet they will determine
what is in the public interest P.S. Don't forget
that you can take a ‘McKenzie Friend” to court or
tribunal for moral support. A McKenzie Friend
ASPEVALLEY ACTIONS

The start of the action season (does it ever
end?) is also noticeable in the Aspe-valley in
the Pyrenees, where people keep on fighting
the same old fight; fo stop a very destructive
road from passing through one of the most
beautiful and unspoilt valleys of the WEnees
(it's the last Brown Bear habitat in Western
Europe, too). From April 24th to May 5th,
there will be actions and activities, with a BIG
DEMO on May 2nd! It's a brilliant place! Go
there!!! A Theaterstraat busis being organised
from Utrecht (NL).

Info: P'tje: +31-30-2721351 or Rymke: +31-

2L e Detention

The Chief Ins r of Prisons, after checking
out Campsfield Dentention Centre in Oxfordshire
reckons, “The UK asylum system is a shambles.”. He
has condemned the way private security
company Group 4 are running ‘the lock up’ and

ned the Government for, “Nof comtrolling
Group 4.” Campsfield is where asylum seekers
are held, in prison conditions, when they arrive
in the UK. When detainees recently demonstrated
about conditions, 5ended up in a real nick, 2ina
young offenders unit and one 17yr old was put
in a secure psychiatric ward after attempting
suicide. “Ethical Foreign Policy Eh, Robin? ”

'Mnnthi% demos Campstield

01865 558 145

L
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SchNEWS in brief
Here's one cloned earlier..Following
on from offering kids a trip to watch the
launch of Cassini plutonium rocket, Blue
Peter are now offering ajumper knitted from
the cloned Dolly’s fleece. Whatever next will
the trainee consumers be offered? Answers
on a postcard *** Essex Pigeon fancier Ken
Andrews thought he'd plant some bird seed
in his 1 acre field to attract some of is feathered
friends. But he got more than he bargined
for, when the field sprouted 13,000 Cannabis
plants with a street value of £700,000! Andrew
told a court he was aﬁeajnsi and that
there was no label on the packet, ’dbought
for less than a fiver, only a picture of a bird!
*** Whilst we were ing last week's
Kingston story we spoke to Dennis Doe the
|OG§STDI'}" who told us “Tf we were still in
the trees would be down by now” The next
day heranﬁ back: “What I meant to say was
things would have been sorted out by now”. ***
The Grey Owl Centre for New Ideas are
nising a ‘Norman Invasion’ and ‘Right

to Roam’ picnic as part of their campai
against the proj Hastings by-pass a
reality part of the Trans-Euro&ean Super
Highway feeding the jaws of the Channel
tunnel),'IYhE road will destroy the landing site
of William the Congqueror and most of the
1066 historical sites The 2nd Battle of
Hastings Coalition: 01424 719671 ™ There’s
a HUNT SAB BENEFIT @ The Albert,
Trafalgar St, Brighton, @8pm Saturday 4th
April, for £3, Feat. Oi Polloi, Chinea e Panx
and Haywire ***THESPIONAGE
BENEFITS @ THE LIFT: Monday 23rd
March 8.30 pm: £3/ 2 starring Rochelle (Dub
Star) - Full Pack + D.J.'s Queens Rd / @ THE
ALBERT: Tuesday 24th. 8.00 pm £2 Punk/
Ska nite with Unslug - Seka - DJ,s Fek &
Hedrix " Calling FRIENDS OF PETER 'PG’
GAISFORD Some of you will remember
Peter either from the Quercus Circus camp
at Newbury:(evicted with style, custard pies
and eco-clown) or one of many other actions.
Following his untimely death in December
last year, his girlfriend is compiling a book
of remembrance and wants to hear from

anyone who has something to add. Lucy
Robbins, ¢/o 27 Berk:etli:;r]aﬂd, Newbury,

GALLING ALL SHOPPERS

Remember the Sainsburys proposal fora
38,000sqft superstore, bginsss units and
housing on the Railtrack site behind the main
station? The council and 1000s of locals
rejected the proposal, with all the usual
arguments wﬁ store shouldn’t be built.
But if you're s& not convinced, get along to
The Ray Tindle' Centre, Upper Gardner St
@630pm this Monday (23rd) for the last
meeting before THE PUBLIC INQUIRY:
(from 10am, Tues 24th-Fri 27th March @
Brighton Town Hall, Bartholomew Square),
Turn up, even if only for a couple of hours.
Contact BUDD for creative alternative uses
for the site (01273) 622727.

FASLANE PHONE IN

Faslane Peace Camp, protesting
outside Scotlands Trident nuclear base
for the past fifteen years, are in court on
April 1st. They want le to ring u
arﬁi ask ‘Whgm are E‘;Jul:\cillolrl:nﬁicﬁ
Walsh and Bill Petrie going to get the
£400,000 needed to evict Faslane Peace
Camp? Ring 01546 604263 to find out!

S, c/o on-the-fiddle, PO. Box

Battye Golf

Oldham Council leader John Battye woke
up on Valentine’s Day to find parents
teachiﬁ their kids crazy golf on his front
lawn. fun action was in response to the
Council backtracking on promises to lmeapl
dodgy stuff out of a land fill site. The Be:
Valley, an important wildlife site (home to
birds on the endangered list), is scheduled
to become a golf course and the council, eager
to save money on creating nice little humps
and valleys, hit upon using earth from
M66.”1 must reiterate... that no radio-active
material will be brought onto the site.” Dir
Economic Devopment. Despite this
assurance the Environment Agency, the
council and the waste company kept

ing the rules and now have admitted
that will allow ‘special waste’ at the site.
Inalong list of doddgie; are: cyanide, arsenic,
asbestos and radioactive cadnium and
berium “...but oulg in levels” Oldham
Council. What? Battye is now sulking and
won't talk to the local paper because t|
didn’t warn him about the protest

orehand.

INSIDE SCHNEWS

Vanunu, an Israeli imprisoned after
revealing to the Sunday Times details of
Israel’s nuclear arms, has been released last
week from solitary mnﬁxwmenlwlwre}l::m
been for 12 years, su ?oa&dl because [
‘more secrets to re o .Thegampasiﬁ'lw]:me.
Vanunu is going to celebrate on 28th March,
from 6pm onwards, at the George IV pub,
Por St, London WC2, near :
School of Economics. Vanunu becomes

eligible for parole next month, after serving.
2/ 3rds of Eis 18yr sentence, so increase

ressure on lsrael to t him parole and
p%inthevigi],&om lzﬁaine\reryétmda in_
Kensington High St, opposite the end of
Palace Green hﬁj, near the Israeli embassy.
**The BBC Rough Justice p e about
the M25 three, wrongfully convicted of
murder is now onthe 25th, BBC1 @ 1 .To
%52; involved in the campaign call 0171

2985 .

..and finally

Once it was Moscow Gold funding commie
agitat;]);sg.'[’hen it ﬂ‘\\;as Colonel dh;dgﬁf'
rolling anyone ernment did't like.
yw, acoording to Bristol ‘anarchist quiz’
host lain Bone, that popular beat combo the
Levellers are responsible for financing
SchNEWS. Obviously rich bastards can’t’
understand people dolnian hing if there's |
not a profit in it (that’s why they believe that
everyone from strikers to road protestors
mustbe getting paid for it) but we would have
thought Bristol’s anarchist quizmaste
extraordinaire would get it right.

Good quiz apart from that- especially if you
know the names of every Crass member (one
point for that) and the answer to “Do they
owe usa living?” (A: “Of course they fuckin”
do!”- one point, none without the “fuckin’ ")

* We reckon it costs us around £15,000 a

r to kee ing!
e lain's tgﬁ%rtlgmgm a “Enemies of the
State - 30 of struggle” tour. seaking tour
between May & August. Give him a on(1523
160145 if you wanna organise a local date.,
disclaimer :
Oh, can’t be bothered, nick usiidou must.

LR |
able to]ustioe?)Askfu'Ognals" inals"if
, Brighton, East Sussex, BN2 2DX.




text and photographs by Alan Lodge

I t think society at large would argue, that that's fair
n rn enough. Fingerprint detection, after all, seems to be
acceptable to most!

“It's not paranola...  if they're |

really after you!” | Now, however, these same surveillance techniques are
_ | ‘being much used to. inform those trying to control
In recent years, surveillance tech- | ‘dissent’ in this country. It should be pointed out that

niques have been developed, they | dissent and protest are not crimes here, yet!
say, for the catching of criminals in |
criminal acts, further, to provide | Since CCTV has mushroomed across western civilisa-

evidence for their prosecution. | | tions' public spaces (and many of its private onesl),



awkward questions are being raised about its purpose
and to whose advantage it all operates for... Is it ‘haves’,
watching the ‘have-nots’, ‘goodies’ watching the
‘baddies’, Corporations spying on each other and their
employees for commercial advantage. Or perhaps,
‘Vested interest’ in powerful positions maintaining the
status quo and public order?

Most of this seems to imply that authority reckons itself
to be the goodies. But, speaking as someone with con-
cerns, it doesn't look like that from here. Unrepresenta-
tive baddies hanging on to their power.

Imagine (an extreme case): a ‘Nazi’ party in some shape
or form get elected! (Well, it has happened before). It is
obvious that these enhanced databases and surveillance
technigues on the population would enable such a state,
instant repression and targeting of the troublemakers.
Not just notes on past criminal conviction, but also intelli-
gence on associates, beliefs, political activity, spending
habits, library records, what TV you watch, internet sites
visited. These are cbviously very powerful technologies,
which, like nuclear power, genetic engineering etc, I'm
not sure we are grown up enough yet to operate. The
prime motive appears to be in trying to keeping the
population ‘down’, rather than operating in their service
and the maintenance of their security from crime.

Security Services Act

Actually, you see, my extreme example of a nazi state is
not so wide of the mark.. Michael Howard (bless himl),
Home Secretary in the last Tory government brought the
operation of the Security Services, normally tasked to
look into terrorism, security of the state etc. into police
operations, without however, equivalent accountability.
Much to the annoyance of the police themselves. They
felt that their ‘turf’, was being invaded!

Ohl there is some accountability, a commission to over-
see the investigation of complaints about surveillance by
these services. Should a complaint to this tribunal be
made, an individual would not be told whether or not
they have actually been the target of MI5 surveillance.
Under current procedure, they are only told if the tribunal
considers MI5 to have acted wrongly. In effect, filling in
one of the complaints forms, available from most police
stations, simply alerts the security services to the fact
that the individual suspects they are being watched (or

perhaps, therefore, should bel).

At that time John Wadham of Lib-
erty pointed out that:

“A little noticed clause in the
Intelligence Services bill, al-
lows information obtained
from bugging and surveil-
lance by MI5 and MI6 to be
used in court. This very im-
portant amendment demon-
strates a crucial change in
direction for these services.
In future we will see more
and more agents giving evi-
dence from behind screens
in ordinary criminal trials.”

How the hell is it possible to cross
guestion witnesses under these
conditions? The jury, and for that
matter, the accused, can't see into
their eyes. Justice hardly being
seen to be done. Further, perhaps,
inducing an impression of unques-
tionable authority to any presiding
jury. :

The Security Services Act 1996 has
re-targeted the work of the security
services, with their intelligence
gathering capabilities, to peaceful
protest. They are to investigate
“Serious Crime.” Again, fair enough
one might think. There are some
pretty heavy people out therel, ex-
cept that serious crime is now
severely, ‘redefined’:

(Section 4) It shall also be
the function of the Service to
act in support of the activi-
ties of police forces and
other law enforcement agen-
cies in the prevention and
detection of serious crime.

The act now provides a definition
of serious crime, I'm quoting the
relevant section here, since | want
you see how it has been deliber-



ately cast so wide to enable the
authorities to proceed against any
group it may fell like. Not too demo-
cratic!

(Section 3B) Conduct is
within this subsection If it
constitutes (or, if it took
place in the United Kingdom,
would constitute) one or
more offences, and either:

* |t involves the use of vio-
lence;

* |t results in substantial fi-
nancial gain, or;

e [T IS CONDUCT BY A
LARGE NUMBER OF PER-
SONS IN PURSUIT OF A
COMMON PURPQOSE.

How I find this quite scary. Do they
mean a football crowd, civil insur-
rection, a high street full of shop-
pers, a trade dispute, protest or
rave? With such a definition, they

Really! Hardly a proper use for their activities.

Matters have developed yet further. Under the provisions
of the 1996 Police Act, MI5 is now involved in police
operations in monitoring the activities of environmental
protesters. The National Criminal intelligence Service

. (NCIS) has been formed to centralise much of their

evidence gathering and ‘oversee’ this relationship. Det
Supt Brian Drew, of the NCIS, stated:

“These groups are diversifying. They are using the
tools that the Internet provides. Interception of
these communications is very difficult.” (NCIS -
Annual Report 97)

The Defence Research Agency is now working on behalf
of the police and security agencies to develop equipment
to covertly intercept e-mails as they are sent and to track
an individuals internet use.

During the arguments, prior to passing of this act, John
Alderson, ex-Chief Constable, Devon and Cornwall Police,
cautioned:

“It is fatal to let the secret services into the area of
ordinary crime. MIS are not under the same re-
straints as the police.

can make it up as EEEEEEEEEEEETEEIIEEEESSENE They infiltrate organisa-

they go along!

| thought it particu-
larly scary to dis-
cover that MI5 had

surveillance infor-
mation to the Mc-
Donalds Corpora-
tion. Special
Branch's  Animal
Rights National In-
dex (ARNI) is moni- 5%
toring any political activism re-
motely involving animal welfare.
The integrity of these information
gatherers was again proved ques-
tionable during the McLibel trial. As
revealed in court, Special Branch
freely offered information on cer-
tain protesters to McDonalds, after
monitoring protest pickets outside
the Corporation’'s UK headquar-
ters.

“the secret services...
operate almost like a cancer,
been handing  infiltrating and destroying trust

tions, people’s job and
lives. They operate al-
most like a cancer, infil-
trating and destroying
trust and security be-
tween people. Howard is

and security between people” putting the building

John Alderson blocks in place for an
East German-style Stasi-
like force where half the
population finishes up

s SPYing on the other half.
At the moment the acorn

of a Stasi has been planted but it is there for future
governments to build on. No government in my
lifetime has ever given liberty back. it is not in the
nature of governments to grant liberty - they are all
about power."

For us to have arrived at such a state of affairs, | thougﬁ
it appropriate to review some of the stages leading here.




Some of the stov so far

To be capable of independent thought. To publish. To
congregate with others to draw attention to an issue of
concern. These were believed by most to be the obvious
manifestations of a free society. Personally, I've never
believed this crap myself. Free? My life experience,
(since | was first hit round the head by a police truncheon
at the festival in Windsor Great Park in 1974) is that they
are always there, on my casel Especially when | gather
with friends.

Not for my criminal activities you understand!

But because | am interested in getting together with
others of a similar cast of mind. Then to run experiments
in events, lifestyles alternatives and entertainment, that
could well contribute to the saving of the planet. To try
and make a differencel

Naturally, the ‘vested interests’ both inside and outside
of government are perpetually lobbying to move the law
about to their best, frequently, commercial advantage. To
squash deviance and dissent as it arises, by redefining
what's a crime this week.

The use of police in para-military fashion was first tested
on a national scale during the miners’ strike (aside from
the Second World Warl). The police were somewhat

overwhelmed by the unrest in the inner cities during the |

early 1980s. However, within a couple of years, the
sciences of - ‘field manoeuvres’ and surveillance tech-
niques were learned. These were then applied to a wide

variety of groups with equal vigour.

Tony Benn drew attention to the
existence of the “Public Order Tac-
tical Operation Manual”. Drawn up
by Association of Chief Police Offi-
cers (ACPO), and approved by the
Home Office, the contents of which
had been kept secret. He said:

“The manual provides for the
training of the police in para-
military operations, including
instruction in methods of in-
capacitating demonstrators
by the infliction of actual
bodily harm, or the use of
police horses to canter into
crowds and the tactical use
of noise to instil fear, all of
which are in clear breach of
‘the law”. (Hansard, 22nd
July 85)

ACPO produced this paper afters

event in Brixton, Bristol and Tox-
teth, Liverpool in 1981. He made it
clear to the Commons, that:

“Through the manual, police
were given instructions, de-
scriptions of tactics and ma-
noeuvres on the use of long
and short shields which laid
them open to charges of as-
sault by the rules as they
stood.” (Hansard, 22nd July
85)

However, during this period, British
officers had been seconded to the
Royal Hong Kong Police and the
South Korean Police, to see how
they dealt with disturbance in the
street. May | say that this was a
severe departure from the way
Britain was policed.

With the experience of the miners’

| strike and the attack on travellers

on the way to Stonehenge for the
annual festival, the 1986 Public




“‘

Order Act was passed. It is from
this time that the state sought to
gather information on ever larger
numbers of individuals and their
activities, thus creating huge
databases. The collation of infor-
mation had much improved. Taken
with advances in communication
technologies, the police were now
able to operate as a national force
under the direction of ‘ACPQ’. An
un-elected body, ACPO pressured
for each of these pieces of legisla-
tion to assist in tackling crime.
However, all measures continue to
be used to deal with dissent.

The Battle of the Beanfield, near
Stonehenge, was the watershed
for my own community. It was the
year after the miners' strike fin-
ished in 1985. The violence delib-
erately orchestrated by the police

the frighten the blue blazes out of |

us; and those that may have
wished to have associated with us.
This of course, resulted in the com-
plete collapse of our economy.

Operation

Solstice

When ACPO had another meeting
in early 1985, it was resolved to
obtain a High Court Injunction pre-
venting the annual gathering at
Stonehenge. This was the legal
‘device’ to be used to justify the
attack at the “Battle of the Bean-
field” on the 1st June in Hamp-
shire. Well it wasn’t a battle really...
It was an ambush!

The scenes there were recorded by
media, including myself, that had
evaded the police blockade. The
story was international news.
‘Dixon of Dock Green' type policing

was dead. That which Britain was noted for had now
changed to para-military operations against minority
groups.

Kim Sabido, a reporter used to visiting the worlds ‘hot
spots,’ did an emotional piece-to-camera for ITN as he
described the worst police violence that he had ever
seen.

“What we - the ITN camera crew and myself as a
reporter - have seen in the last 30 minutes here in
this field has been some of the most brutal police
treatment of people that I've witnessed in my en-
tire career as a journalist. The number of people
who have been hit by policemen, who have been
clubbed whilst holding babies in their arms in
coaches around this field, is yet to be counted...
There must surely be an enquiry after what has
happened today”. (ITN News, 1st June 85)

There wasn't. -

Now, I'll go into media management a little later, but |
mention this case here to show that this has been going
on for a while now. | want to point out, that in the civil
case we took later to call the police to some kind of
account, sections of the police radio log given in evi-
dence were missing and the videotape from the heli-
copter had also been messed with. Sections missing. No
one has any idea how long.

| You see surveillance is not impartial. This material, had

the batteries not failed, or a tape being changed would
have been very useful in proceeding with our action
against the police on a number of points. By keeping the
prying eyes of journalism out of the way, many aspects of
the story remains told only by their own, very partial,
cameras.

When the item was nationally broadcast on ITN news '

later that day, Sabido's voice-over had been removed
and replaced with a dispassionate narrator. The worst
film footage was also edited out. When approached for
the footage not shown on the news, ITN claimed it was
missing. Sabido said:

“When | got back to ITN during the following week
and | went to the library to look at all the rushes,
most of what I'd thought we'd shot was no longer
there. From what I've seen of what ITN has pro-



“

vided since, It just disappeared, particularly some
of the nastier shots.” (Operation Solstice documen-
tary)

Some, but not all, of the missing footage has since
surfaced on bootleg tapes and was incorporated into the
Operation Solstice documentary shown on Channel Four
in 1991.

Public knowledge of the events of that day are still
limited by the fact that only a small number of journalists
were present in the Beanfield at the time. Most, including
the BBC television crew, had obeyed the police directive
to stay behind police lines at the bottom of the hill “for
their own safety”.

One of the few journalists to ignore police advice and
attend the scene was Nick Davies, Home Affairs corre-
spondent for The Observer. He wrote:

“There was glass breaking, people screaming,
black smoke towering out of burning caravans and
everywhere there seemed to be people being
bashed and flattened and pulled by the hair, men,
women and children were led away, shivering,
swearing, crying, bleeding, leaving their homes in
pieces. Over the years | had seen all kinds of
horrible and frightening things and always man-
aged to grin and write it. But as | left the Beanfield,
for the first time, | felt sick enough to cry.”
(Observer, Sth June 85)

Observer photographer Ben Gibson, was then arrested
(please see list of media hassled later).

We had felt watched for some time. For a period of many
years living on site, every day to be watched through
pairs of binoculars, patrol car at the end of the lane
taking vehicle reg numbers, ‘routine’ checks on vehicles
always providing the police with the opportunities of
conversion, to see what might ‘bubble up!’ The racket
from a helicopter, frequently deployed to watch over
people with as few as a couple of vehicles, two goats and
a dogl

Because of not being able to trade, people were driven
back to claiming the dole, something people had been
proud of themselves not to do. Now, however, further
monitoring information was gathered via social security

offices. The working party report on Itinerant Claimants :

prepared for the DHSS advised
that “in the interests of advance
warning and the safety of staff, we
recommend better liaison with the
police.” '

A 1993 internal Benefits Agency
bulletin (issue 24/93) headed
‘New Age Travellers’ and marked
“not to be released into the public
domain”, stated:

“Offices will be aware of the
adverse reaction from the
media following the treat-
ment of claims from this
client group last summer
[Castlemorton].  Ministers
are concerned that the Ben-
efits Agency and Employ-
ment Services take all nec-
essary steps to ensure that
claims from this group are
scrutinised carefully.”

The bulletin reports that a National
Task Force has been set up to
“monitor the movements of such
groups of Travellers,” now ex-
tended to ‘environmental
protesters’ and to “inform relevant

| district managers of their approach

and numbers”. These arrange-
ments are still in force.

. Inthe back of the bulletin is a list of

telephone numbers for all the re-
gional police contacts in both the
Northern New Age Traveller Co-
ordination Unit and the Southern
Central Intelligence Unit. (More on
this lot, later.)

Police operations were dedicated
and focused on us for our
lifestyles, not our terrorist inclina-
tions!




Parallel to the crackdown on trav-
ellers and those attending the fes-
tival at Stonehenge, ‘Operation Sol-
stice’ was ‘cloned’ in 1991 by Avon
and Somerset Police to deal with a
large and regular free festival at
Inglestone Common near Bristol.
Gathering at the original site was
prevented by the 1986 Public Or-
der Act sect 39 etc.... the anti-
traveller bit. The police mounted a
huge operation on the ground to
deal with people approaching the
area. Starting with the database
developed from their experience of
Stonehenge matters, Operation
Nomad was initiated.

The police provided for the inten-
sive monitoring of individuals and
traveller encampments across all
of the South West of England. | and
many hundreds of other were
searched, photographed and gen-
erally hassled.

Latter the following year (in 1992),
| was anonymously sent a copy of a
document, marked ‘restricted’ and
titled: ‘Operation Nomad Bulletin'.
Operation Nomad was a surveil-
lance and information gathering
exercise looking Into the activities
of New Age Travellers and now
‘raves’ such as Castlemorton. In
this document, officers are in-
structed to beware of my activities
and that | photograph and tape
record police operations.

At this time, | represented the wel-
fare teams - Festival Welfare Ser-
vices and the Travellers Aid Trust.
We set these outfits up to provide
health and welfare provision to
help support those the state did

nothing for. This support, together with my interest in
photography to document peoples lifestyle and the oppo-
sition to it, resulted in me being mentioned in this police
document as “someone to be watched, and handled with
care.”

Mention is made of my involvement in photographing
and the bringing of civil actions after the ‘Battle of the
Beanfield’ incident near Stonehenge in 1985. Further,
‘Her Majesty’s Dirty Tricks Department’ added that they
suspected that | was a dealer. A device, calculated to
inconvenience my work.

| believe that this information was inserted so as to make
my work as jobbing photo journalist more difficult. It was
also calculated to undermine my position with FWS and
TAT in their liaison with various authorities.

Against this background, | brought an action against the
Chief Constable of Avon and Somerset Police in the High
Court in Bristol for ‘Malicious Falsehood.' | had been
granted legal aid (no aid being available for anyone to
bring an action for libel). | have recently concluded the
case. It did however take six years! (Duncan Campbell
had covered the story in Guardian Wednesday, 2nd
September 98)

| So there you have it, police methods of information

gathering and surveillance are not infallible in their accu-

racyl Because of my treatment at the Inglestone event, |
had registered a formal complaint and that had been
upheld.

So much for my complaint, an apology and being told
that the police acted unlawfully. This all seemed a little
hollow when discovering this document. All this showed
was, that they had not considered the original complaint
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at all seriously and that | was now viewed as a trouble- ! graph:

maker. | imagine | still am so listed. Perhaps they have
opened yet another file.

Operation Snapshot

Operation Snapshot was a further intelligence gathering
exercise on Environmental Protesters and Travellers, but |
now organised on a national basis. Also, the ‘Rave
Scene’ was now included. Designed to establish a
database of personal details, names, nicknames, vehicle
registration numbers. Undercover operations were car-
ried out. More photographs taken.

This information was used as a backbone for an ongoing
intelligence operation begun by the Southern Intelligence
Unit (SIU), operated from Devizes in Wiltshire. (Fancy
that! Coincidentally, the same base as ‘Op. Solstice.’) In
the minutes of a meeting held at Devizes on March 30th
1993, the objectives of the operation included:

* Looking for a system to prevent Forces such as West
Mercia (Castlemorton), being initially left bereft of in-
telligence.

. » The development of a system whereby intelligence
could be taken into the control room, and the most
up-to-date intelligence was to hand.

* To give Commanders immediate access to the most
up-to-date intelligence, enabling them to develop the
best strategy to combat the illegal activity which ac-
companied such events.

After a short period the Northern New Age Traveller
Co-ordination Unit, designed to cover the north of Britain,
was established and operated from Penrith in Cumbria.

The meeting was attended by constabulary representa- '

tives from Bedfordshire, Avon and Somerset, Devon and

Cornwall, Dorset, Gloucestershire, Dyfed-Powys, Cam- |

bridgeshire, Hertfordshire, Kent, Norfolk, Northampton-
shire, South Wales, Gwent, Staffordshire, Thames Valley,
Warwlckshire, Surrey, Suffolk, West Mercia, West Mid-
lands, Ministry of Defence -and the National Criminal
Intelligence Service (Hampshire and Essex sent apolo-
gies).

Papers that told of this operation Included this para-

“Detective Superintendent
Fraser described how, if the
need arose, an operator
would be sent the scene with
two lap-top computers. One
for input and the other for
information contained in the
main database. Supt Fraser
affirmed that the system
could contain over ONE ML~
LION RECORDS.”

This, of course, far exceeds the
numbers of people that have ac-
quired criminal records from the

' groups in question. The rest of the

capacity it clearly for chit-chat and
intelligence, rather than evidence,
hence my concern.

The paper requests: “Any informa-
tion, no matter how small, on NAT's
or the Rave scene should be for-
warded to the unit immediately.”
Among information about New Age

| travellers and ravers are some of

the following examples:

* Spiral Tribe, one of the best
known rave organisations, are
targeted for special attention.
The bulletin notes their plans
and asks: “Does this mean they
are going to be more organised
this year? If so, we will have to
be-alert!ll”

* “Suffolk Police object to all ap-
plications for rave parties,” one
bulletin says. Their officer sug-
gested that: “fire services were
useful in producing prohibition
notices.” :

* Surrey Constabulary's policy is
that: “raves will not happen, il-
legal or otherwise.”

* Gloucestershire police reported
that an organisation called
Fayre Events Limited has ap-



plied to Forest of Dean council
for a nine-month site for trav-
ellers at a farm. “Believe it or
not, this may well be granted,”
the bulletin says!

So this is not just about surveil-
lance then, but serious attempts at
manipulating the situation. The
document adds:

“The intelligence unit has
been seeking a method
whereby ‘weekenders’ could
be ‘weeded out’ from other
computer records.”

| was amused to read PC Keene
delivering a final exhortation at the
end of the meeting:

“It’s yours, it's new, lets give
itago!”

I wonder how they're getting on?

Liberty has challenged this police
monitoring at the European Court
of Human Rights. Andrew Pudde-
phatt said:

“To collate information on
computers about individuals
who have not commited of-
fences and on the mere ba-
sis of their choice of lifestyle
infringes on their right to pri-
vacy and freedom of expres-
sion.”

He added:

“Targeting the whole of the
travelling community is be-
yond the European Conven-
tions’ limitations. Just be-
cause someone is a ‘new
age traveller’ doesn't mean
that they are involved in
crime.” (Squall 15)

Forward Intelligence

Teams

| Set up by the metropolitan police to monitor growing

violence by gangs at football matches, throughout the
1990s. The Euro 96 football championship events meant
a testing for four or five years consolidated experience.

They say numbers of ‘organised gangs' are travelling
across international frontiers. With the previous lack of,
and the inadequate sharing of information, resulted in
local commanders bemoaning the fact that they were
bereft of intelligence to head off or prepare for trouble.

The football season is played out through the wintertime.
However, the establishment of this specialist squad, with
acquired skills in the surveillance of crowds, mainte-
nance of a database, infiltration and befriending, re-
sulted in a surplus capacity in the summerl Thus, the
same squads use same techniques on matters of dis-
sent in the summertime: protest, festivals, raves and
direct action at large.

This model of ‘organised gangs’ (I'm sure that this is how
they are viewed!) is mirrored by eco-groups who would
say that pollution is not confined by frontiers! and co-
ordinate actions accordingly. Last year ‘Reclaim the
Streets’ held street parties as an idea of taking back

| public space for the public to enjoy. They sprouted up in

a number of cities. The issue is of course far beyond road
traffic pollution, but the inhumanity of ‘globalisation’ at
large.

In Britain, RTS parties have been occurring in London
and many provincial cities at an accelerating pace since
the Camden High Street bash in 1995. Parties sprang up
and perplexed the authorities in many cities: Berlin,
Birmingham, Brisbane, Dublin, Geneva, Lyon, New York
(wowl), Paris, Prague, San Francisco, Seattle, Stockholm,
Sydney, Toronto, Vancouver. All over the place in fact.

The obvious public support that these events have been
attracting, taken together with the influence that they
have undoubtedly had on government policies on road
building etc, means they they're taken very seriously.
Governments, road haulage and building lobbies, secu:
rity and the vested interests, all felt their authority chal-
lenged.

Officers from the FIT raided the RTS offices. The raid




followed months of photographic surveillance
and the monitoring of their mail and tele-!
phones. Their computer and discs were also
seized. Not only, of course, to try and get
evidence, but also in serious attempt to dis-
rupt the organisation. A number of people
later faced incitement and conspiracy
charges.

There have recently been a number of inci-
dents that seem to demonstrate the concern
the authorities feel for the use of electronic
communications. When addressing a seminar
on the subject at the Police Staff College at
Bramshill, Chief Superintendent Davies, head §
of the Met Public Order Branch says:

“They (the protesters) are well educated,
ingenious, organised, articulate and well
informed on environmental matters. They
use inventive tactics to achieve their aims.
Forces are having to deploy increasingly
sophisticated techniques in the policing of environ-
mental protests” (Police Review, 21 March 1997).

This has now advanced to forming a combined organisa-
tion, The National Public Order Intelligence Unit has now
been established. Based in Scotland Yard, it is expected

to be headed by Commander Barry Moss, head of Spe- '

cial Branch. In addition to its activities dealing with
foolball hooligans, it will also track ‘green’ activists and
those going to public demonstrations. These ‘eco-
warriors’ are becoming increasingly disruptive, he said.

The intelligence squad, now built on the foundations of

the Forward Intelligence Teams, will use information
from Police Special Branch officers, and MI5, it will
compile profiles of protesters and organisations consid-
ered to be potentially troublesome.

Under the same ‘umbrella’, it will also include a further
three existing police teams. As | have already mentioned,
the Southern Intelligence Unit has been monitoring New
Age Travellers, festival-goers and people who occupy
land illegally. In the north, a team has been logging
details of hunt saboteurs and, of course, the Animal
Rights National Index,

Targeted individuals and groups will be listed on the
Schengen Information System, the Europe-wide comput-
erised database available to all police, immigration and
border officials.

.

During Britain’s Presidency, the EU
joint home affairs council, chaired
by the Home Secretary, Jack Straw,
and composed of EU interior minis-
ters, agreed without debate on 26
May 1998, on a program of “joint
action with regard to co-operation
on law and order and security.” it
requires all 15 EU countries to
share information on the size,
routes, nature and objective and
background of all “sizeable groups
which may pose a threat to law and
order and security (which) are trav-
elling to another member state in
order to participate in events.” Ex-
amples of targets, likely to be in-
cluded are those attending pop
concerts, raves, environmental
and other demonstrations, sport-
ing events, campaigners against
road building, live animal exports,
protesters at industrial disputes,
hunt saboteurs and far-right
groups. The unit will also draw up
plans the Chief Constables can in-
troduce to head off potential disor-
der.
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Check out this site: The European
Surveillance Union:

http://www.telepolis.de/tp/
english/inhalt/te/
1667/1.html

The co-operation on sharing intelli-
gence and surveillance across the
EU is now based on a concept of
policing, defined as: “Public Order:
Conflict Prevention.” Now it seems
that:

“Conflict may be defined as
any act that is contrary to the
general public's perception
of normality in that it has the
potential adversely to affect
the status quo.”

Wow!

Assistant Commissioner Anthony
Speed of the Metropolitan Police,
who chairs the Association of Chief
Police Officers’ Public Order sub
committee said:

"‘Exper!ence shows that the
same people are involved in
demonstrations - whether
it's disruption of building
works and motorways, run-
ways, live animals for export,
or people ‘reclaiming’ the
streets. It tends to be the
same people who support
them and travel around the
country. It's about keeping a
database on them - identify-
ing the main individuals.”

Tony Bunyan said:

“The threat to civil liberties
and the right of free assem-
bly is clear.”

He added:

“This idea of conflict affect-
ing the status quo would be
laughable if national and EU

officials were not taking it so seriously.” (Guardian,
21 September 1998).

Further, John Wadham, director of Liberty, argued that: :

“The unit would inevitably spend much of its time
“monitoring peaceful protest. The problem is, with-
out a right of privacy and right of protest, there will
be inadequate controls and regulations.”
(Independent, 7 November 98).

They both argue the right to demonstrate and travel
freely was being undermined.

Since the wide application of the Criminal Justice and
Public Order Act 1994, the UK made life bloody awkward
for Travellers to follow their chosen lifestyles and just
live. Additionally, of course, there are people wanting a
festival, the free party folks, etc. have been travelling to
mainland Europe and beyond in search of a partyl The
culture thrives, my son tells me, in the south of Spain and
the Technival events.

Well, they're on to this! The aim is to target known
activists in the same way as convicted football hooligans
- and use the most modern technology available. Experi-
ence shows that people with an interest in one activity
are frequently to be found active in another.

Ch. Supt. Davies added:

“It is clear to officers policing these events that a
number of environmental activists are professional
protesters. Some subjects have been seen at
protests all over the country and abroad. One
protester was spotted at 18 separate protests last
year.” (Police Review, 21 March 97)

Was that you?

I have heard a number of stories from around the country
on folks contact with FIT officers. In exchange for infor-
mation on fellow ‘conspirators’, people have been of-
fered ‘help’ with their outstanding charges, if they in-
formed. | understand that money has been offered. The
figure of £50 has been mentioned to me a number of
times. (Don't seem much, does it?) On one occasion,
someone said that when they were offered money, they
asked; how much? The officer replied, “Tell us what you

| know, and I'll tell you what it's worth!”



Environmental Policing

There are, of course, a number of units looking into
environmental groups' activities. The Metropolitan Police
are fully aware that London is a focus for many ‘actions’'.
| understand that over the last 6 years, 600 separate
policing operation were classified as being concerned
with environment groups. London is the base of em-
bassies and multi-national HQs which attract actions in
response to incidents abroad. Intelligence has lead them
to suppose that environmentalists, concerned about the
activities of Shell Oil in Nigeria, would attempt the board-
ing of ships on the Thames and use bridges over the river
for aerial protest.

Squatting also appears to be within their remit! Michael
Burke, of the Thames Division, Metropolitan Police de-
scribes the operations against the ‘Guinness’ squatters
in Wandsworth:

“The Special Operations Maritime Team has con-
ducted, or made a significant contribution to a
number of overt and covert operations.

“During their eviction of large numbers of squat-
ters from an ‘eco village’ in central London, there
were concerns that a number of the squatters
would secure an adjacent jetty on the Thames
which was joined to the village by a gantry. It was
likely that it would be dangerous for the squatters
and police officer trying to remove them.

“The jetty had already been occupied by the squat-
ters, who had built a small structure equipped to
house and feed a number of people for a long
period of time, and so potentially extend the police

commitment and costs. Un-
der cover of darkness, the
‘Spec Ops’ Team, conducted
surveillance and profiled the
area.

“During the initial raid, team
members boarded the jetty
from the water using hook
ladders, high access rope
skills and distraction, and se-
cured the jetty. The gantry
had been destroyed by the
squatters, effectively cutting
the pier off from the ground.
The outcome was that, with-
out injury, the potentially
long policing operation was
brought to a rapid and effec-
tive conclusion.” (Police Re-
view, 7 March 1997)

Well done lads.

GCTV and the
Mandrake

system

Qn their web site, they say that:

“Mandrake is a neural net-
work based product which
provides an ability to recog-
nise faces by comparing
templates. The system can
take into account variations
of head orientation, lighting
conditions, skin colour, spec-
tacles, make-up and ear-
rings, facial expressions, fa-
cial hair and ageing. In a
secure access environment,
for example, no special skills
are needed to compare
faces if a face recognition



system fails, unlike all other
specialist scanning systems.
Facial recognition is also the
only biometric technigue
which can be applied
covertly. A ‘gallery’ of images
can then be displayed of the
‘top ten’ by confidence fac-
tor. Mandrake has many ap-
plications for Law and Order,
Access Control, CCTV Moni-
toring and other security sys-
tems.”

http://www.ssi-1td.co.uk/
mandrake.htm

Apparently, the system indicates a
percentage score of how con-
vinced the computer is that the
person spotted is the same when
compared to the one in the
* database. The companies man,
Bob Turner of Software & Systems
International Ltd, said: “You can
set it to alert you at different per-
centage levels depending on out-
side conditions. For an outdoor

camera, 70-75 per cent will trigger

threshold.”

He didn't say anything about it ac-
curacy when raining!

Patricia Oldcorn of SSl said:

“It is important to remember
that the system s only as
good as the cameras used to
pick out the suspects. In that
sense, the system works like
the human eye and the hu- -
man brain. If a person can’t
quite see who he is looking
at, he will not make a posi-
tive identification.” (PA
News, 6 October 98)

The first people to be targeted by
Mandrake will be suspected mug-
gers, burglars and shoplifters

whose photographs are in police files, but it is believed
that the system may also be able to work with e-fit
pictures. Liberty is worried about possible breaches of
human rights and data protection legislation.

This is all off the testbed now. It is alive, well and
operating in Newham High Street in East London since
October 98.

Newham has a network of 140 street cameras as well as
11 mobile camera units. Further, the council is to add yet
another 89 camera on the surrounding estates. Images
are sent to the council's security centre in East Ham
where they are compared with a database of target faces
supplied by the police. The system can isolate the targets
from the crowd of people appearing on the CCTV screen.
When a match is made, the computer highlights the
target and sounds an alarm. Attention drawn, the opera-
tor then decides if the police should be contacted, or
indeed, the image in question being piped through to the
local division control room.

The authorities reassure the public yet again, if you've
nothing to hide, you've nothing to fear. Only convicted
criminals will go onto the system, they say. However in
the same breath say they think it could be very useful in
tracking down missing persons. | think with these capa-
bilities, how are we to be sure that this particular Genie
can be kept in its bottle! Their word? With a little imagina-
tion, it can be marvelled at the potential for abuse of the
system. How about the tracking of ‘undesirables’ of dif-
ferent sorts, crimes and convictions aside? Big Brother
just wanting to know.

It is only in the last couple of years that information
obtained from a ‘videograb’, taken of moving faces from
a CCTV camera is of practical use for matching. Colour
and definition achieved by equipment had improved
considerably. However, operating such new technologies,
the company agrees that the computer will not always
strike a perfect match. A company spokesman said:

“We do expect that we will get a little bit of differ-
ence in interpretation because sometimes it will
pick up a face at three-quarters angle. We will
need to use the human element to check the
authenticity of the picture.”

Now it is this risk of error that should bother us all. Being
lifted off the high street, by a patrol, sent to the scene by

| some kind of ‘identification robot’. Driven to a police



station on the other side of the country, only to have
another policeman say, “That's not him!” on your arrival.
God, this sort of thing happens enough as it is!

Such risks of error also greatly concerns, Liberty. Their
Campaigns Manager Liz Parrett said:

“The accuracy of facial mapping is very limited. For
example, you only need look at a handful of photos
of celebrities to see how different the same people
look in different photos. The claim that those who
have nothing to hide is rubbish. What the police
call an 80% success rate is what we would call a
one in five chance of a mistake.” (Guardian, 15th
October 98)

She added:

“Of course a balance need to be struck between
the need of law enforcement and individuals pri-
vacy - our view Is that this strikes the wrong bal-
ance.” (Guardian, 15th October 98)

Another ‘Mandrake type' system has been established to
deal with hooliganism at Watford FC soccer ground and
is being piloted by Hertfordshire Police.

Introduced by the same company, Software & Systems
International Ltd, the Face Recognition System uses
further advances in the technology to rapidly identify
known troublemakers in the crowd.

lts built-in camera is designed to allow police in the
control room to focus on, and capture, a ‘live’ image of a
suspect. The system then scans a database of stored
images of known troublemakers to find a match - at a
rate of upwards of 250 images per second.

The blurb says that even if offenders try to disguise their
appearance, the system will still identify them, as it is
based on recognising facial structure, such as the spac-
ing between the eyes, nose and mouth. It takes into
account, and disregards, variations of head orientation,
lighting conditions, skin colour, make-up, facial expres-
sion, facial hair, spectacles and ageing.

~ The system Is also intended for use in access control for
sporting events, the workplace etc. Trials are proceeding
apace. In this mode it is designed to authenticate a
claimed identity either by entering a PIN or passing a
magnetic stripe card through a reader. This causes a

specific record to be selected. The
image associated with this record
can then be compared with the
‘live’ image in the camera to con-
firm the identity.

Very surely, a national system, that
might be used at airports, stations
or public events to ‘spot’ targets, is
developing. The head of research
and development at British Tele-
com, Peter Cochrane, is another
who is convinced that:

“Within four years there will
be a system that will allow
police the ability to put a
name to any face picked up
on any closed circuit TV in
the country.” (Independent,
3rd March 97)

Cameras do not only measure
faces of course, Optical Character
Recognition imagery describes the
letters on a number plate. In their
heightened alert to the treat of
terrorism, City of London Police
have had a system running for a
couple of years now, where all traf-
fic entering the City is so recorded.
Registered details are then com-
pared with Police National Com-
puter (PNC). The results of this
cross-match are available in 4 sec-
onds. Thus, so to aid the tracking
of individuals they feel to be of
interest. An added bonus for them
of course, is that the registration
record is also be compared to the
stolen vehicle index and road fund
licensing. (Police Review, 8
September 1995).

Plans to expand such a system are
well advanced. Simon Davies, Di-
rector of Privacy International says:

“For the next five years, the
Home Office will oversee the




construction of the world's
biggest road and vehicle
surveillance system. When
completed, it will identify and
track the movements of
nearly all vehicles in Britain.
Thousand of number-plate
camera will be installed on
motorways, main roads, key

- junctions and tunnels, as
well as all ports and airports
nationwide.” (Daily Tele-
graph, 10 Sept 98)

With the advance of surveillance
installations on this scale, taken
together with the exponential cov-
erage of public spaces, many now
expected in the normal course of
their day. On the bus, in the shop-
ping centre, waiting for a train. But
they've not finished yet!

With all the excitement over drug
use in nightclubs, the last govern-

ment supported Barry Legg's Pri-

vate Members Bill. This is now an
act. It provides for the immediate
withdrawl of licence and hence ,
closure of a club, where such activ-
ities are discovered. Public accep-
tance has now passed the stage
where, people going out to a club
or pub can expect to be on CCTV,
and they put up with it! Well,.it's
normall

Simon Davies points out that:

“Some cities are so enthusi-
astic about this technology
that they are even demand-
ing that companies install
CCTV as a condition of their
licence to operate. In
Brighton, for example, police
require camera as a condi-
tion of the granting of a Ii-
cence for a pub or club.”

Miniature surveillance

cameras and
developments

Developments in the further miniaturisation of equip-
ment has recently enabled Gwent police to commission a
system where patrolling officers are to carry surveillance
cameras attached to their uniforms. The system will
operate from early in 1999. (Police Review, 11th Decem-
ber 98). The camera, about the size of a ‘Gameboy’, will
use mobile phone communications to transmit pictures
of what the officer is seeing at the incident back to the

| force control room. Future development anticipate the

transmission of sound.

Cameras on buildings and up poles in the high street will
be fitted with control devices that will enable officers,
with their camera/viewer unit, to be able to call up a
particular camera and view its image their in the street,
or in their vans. Everything, of course, patched through to
HQ for command decisions and recording.

Chief Constable Richard Thomas of Gwent said:

“It is a flexible mobile system that reduces CCTV
surveillance costs to a few hundred pounds.”
(Police Review, 11th December 98).

Obviously an enthusiast, Mr Thomas also Chairman of
the Association of Chief Police Officers project on CCTV.

The main development here, of course, is the falling
costs and size of equipment to allow for its widespread
use throughout a force. As early as 1995, the Metropoli-
tan Police were developing equipment for officers filming
at public order situations. They say they used this cam-
era system for the first time at the M11 protest and

| evictions in East London.

' The ‘Virtual Vision' equipment allows a cameraman to

film a demonstration or incident, while remaining behind
the shields. Higher Photographic Officer Paul Alsford
said:

“Our problem has always been that we can'’t photo-
graph or film through shields. It's a major problem
for us, having to step out from behind the shield
which puts us in a position of danger.” (The Job, -
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July 95)

This equipment then uses a tiny screen which projects
the image directly on to the retina of the eye. This screen
is hooked onto a visor worn in the same way as sun-
-glasses. A small wire connects the equipment to a hand
held video camera that then can be poked out from
behind a shield, or provide a normally unseen view round
the corner.

Miniature surveillance

cameras applied covertly

Undercurrents: the Alternative News Agency, have discov-
ered the police operating such systems, ‘in the field’,
clearly beyond the pilot stage.

On their web-site, they describe having obtained dra-
matic covert video footage, which was secretly shot by
undercover police officers using hidden cameras, at the
national demonstration that took place at Hillgrove cat
farm in April '98.

They describe the video saying it shows demonstrators
attacking the farm house and tearing down the 10-foot

high steel fence, erected around the farm in an attempt |

to prevent activists from breaking in and liberating the
cats that are bred there for vivisection.

Undercurrents say:

-“At one point in the video, the infiltrator films
another undercover police officer, whose face is
hidden with a face-mask, black hat and dark
glasses. The officers can be seen talking to each
other and then later on in the film they can be
heard on the soundtrack, pointing out particular
activists to film. To date, six activists have received
prison sentences for their part in the protest, and
another twenty are still awaiting trial on charges of
violent disorder.”

Media liason officer for Thames Valley Police, Richard
Goodfellow denied any knowledge of the secret video-
footage, but said of the policing of Hillgrove: “...we think
it is the right thing to do because it goes right to the core
of Thames Valley policing, which is keeping law and
order.”

It is thought that this activity was
part of a police operation code-
named ‘Style'. It involved a total of
25 separate video-cameras, as
well as officers from Scotland
Yard’s Forward Intelligence Team.

At a number of public order inci-
dents, where there have been a
large number of arrests, prisoners
have been lined up with their ar-
resting officers and a Polariod pho-
tograph taken of the happy cou-
ples. This is to avoid, they say,
previous confusions that had ex-
isted. It has not been unknown, for
the wrong arresting officer to be
presented to the court, with the

: wrong defendant!

The Police and Criminal Evidence
Act 1984 empowers the police in
such circumstances to take pho-
tographs, which must be destroyed
if the subject is subsequently re-
leased without charge. Destruction
of any photographs can then be
witnessed. (Not sure about the

| copies thoughl)

However, the same act also says
that:

“Force may not be used to
take a photograph.” PACE:
Codes of Practice - Subsec-
tion 4(3).

However, | have heard of many
tales were it has.

The record photography of traveller

| vehicles and sound system compo-

nents is now commonplace.




Manipulation of

the media

| thought it appropriate here to
make a mention of the authorities’
manipulation of the media to their
agenda. You see, if you ask officers
why they are photographing, or
videoing a situation, they (if they
could be bothered!) would say that
they are gathering evidence of the
scene, to strengthen prosecutions.
Further, it provides for evidence
should there be complaint about
the officers concerned!

Well, why does this situation have
to so partial? There is a double
standard going on here. | think
most readers of this piece will have
had the experience to appreciate

that when the police overstep the |

mark, their cameras always seem
to have just run out of batteries,

" pointing the other way, mid-way
through  tape/film  change,
deleted/edited etc.

When conducting the recent evic-
tion of the protest camp on the
Birmingham Northern Relief Road,

the Under Sheriff of Staffordshire |

called upon the services of the
mysterious men-in-black, ex-
special forces veterans, who spe-
cialise in climbing things and tun-
nel evictions.

He ordered the screening off of the
eviction site at Moneymore Cot-
tages on the route of the proposed
Birmingham Northern Relief Road.
The move by the Under Sheriff pre-
vents impartial observers including
the media from being able to view
what methods the authorities were
employing during the evictions.

Protestors claim that the last time

‘ this happened at Manchester Second Runway people,
' Including journalists, were subjected to violence. One of
the first people to leave one of the camps at Manchester
was a BBC Wales cameraman who complained of being
struck with a truncheon. He was seen by millions of TV
viewers with blood dripping from his head. Many
protesters were repeatedly punched in the head by the
men-in-black while lying on the floor attempting to shield
themselves.

A protestor, Video Tony, said:

“I have video evidence that the authorities tied a
rope around the ankles of somebody locked on
down a tunnel. They then tried to pull this person
out in a most brutal way for 45 minutes. | was
surprised that these people resorted to such vio-
lent methods in evicting peaceful protestors.”
(BNRR Newsletter)

It now looks as though similar tactics could be used in
Birmingham and this time if the Under Sheriff has his
way, the evidence may not be captured on camera.
Referring to the media, Ch. Supt. Davies of the Met's
Public Order Branch says:

"Like all forms of modern protest, experience has shown
environmentalist to be highly organised and media
friendly. It is almost standard now that the media will give
protesters cameras, both video and still, to record a
protester’s eye view. This would almost certainly result in
a significant propaganda victory for the protesters as
they are selective about what they release.” (Police Re-
view, 21st March 97) '

Well, | neverl Would you say the positioning of the
screens at Birmingham was anything other than
‘selective’?

Police are increasingly using various legal ‘devices’ and
violence to remove photographers from the scene of
actions were the police feel that they may be portrayed in
a less flattering light! Arrest on a spurious ‘holding’
. charge, later to be released without charge, having
missed deadlines is a favourite one:

¢ Alan Lodge see the rest of my web-site for details:
from Stonehenge, the Battle of the Beanfield result-
ing in civil case, Reclaim The Streets, Operation No-
mad and yet another civil case... and bloody on-
wards...!

* Ben Gibson of the Observer: Arrested for obstruction
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at the ‘Battle of the Beanfield’ near Stonehenge. .
Charges later dropped.

s David Hoffman freelancer: Frequently arrested (and
assaulted) by the Metropolitan Police. Welling east
London, Poll tax riots, Dockers / Reclaim The Streets
etc. Has been awarded damages against them.

* John Warburton freelance on job for Daily Telegraph,
working with New Age Travellers in the SW England.
Arrested while covering traveller site evictions.

® Nick Cobbing freelancer: Arrested and removed from
scene while trying to cover the eviction of environ-
mental protesters at proposed site of Manchester Air-
port. Again at an animal rights demo, Oxford.

* John Fraser Williams HTV producer: sustained two
broken ribs after being truncheoned while reporting
at Manchester Airport. '

* Roddy Mansfield of ‘Undercurrents’: recently arrested
for the sixth time while recording events at a street
party by the group ‘Reclaim The Streets' in Bristol.
Again at an animal rights demo, Oxford.

» Simon Chapman (photographer): Arrested after cover-
ing a protest against genetically modified crops at
Totnes, Devon. Deadlines missed, later released with-
out charge.

¢ Ben Edwards (i-Contact Video): Arrested after cover-

* ing a protest against genetically modified crops at
Totnes, Devon. Tapes seized at time, deadlines
missed, later released without charge.

= Paul Smith photographer: Protest at proposed site of
Manchester Airport. Charges latter dropped.

¢ Campbell Thomas Daily Mail freelance: Bilderburg
meeting, Scotland 1998, charges dropped.

* Martin Palmer video journo from Portsmouth: Hill-
grove Farm, anti-vivsection protest. Tapes seized and
returned 6 months later no explanation or charge.

Well, good griefl It seems OK then, for the police to go 5

undercover as demonstrators etc. and film activists in
action covertly. They then get to use that material in
prosecutions and intelligence with their ‘spin’, as they
see fit with little restriction.

However, they appear to find it convenient to think that a
photographer covering an action or demonstration where
they may feel their work might be critical of police, might
in fact be an undercover demonstrator! Police say the
media is sometimes a cover for activists. To form this
opinion is, of course, a useful ploy.

Press credentials are, not accidentally, but deliberately,

I being ignored by police. It suits
their purposes you see. Without
outside prying eyes looking into
their activities, they can feel free to
be that bit rougher with the citizens
protesting on an issue, than they
would be if ‘eyes’ of different per-
suasions were watching. Precisely,
of course, why investigative jour-
nalism is supposed to be allowed
in a free society. Keeps everyone
on their toes. For an example,
watch the national news on TV

when there is a story concerning,

say a human rights demonstration

in south-east Asia. Watch the reac-
tion of the police to the presence of
a camera while their buddies carry
on behind them. The embarrass-
ment is obvious, followed by the
inevitable violent assault on the
cameraman and the grab for the
film! Many of us have seen exactly
the same expression through the

5 viewfinder here.

The NUJ General Secretary John
Foster with now be writing to all
Chief Constables, asking them to
remind all their officers of the
working of the Press Card.

David Hoffman, a photographer
from the list agrees:

“We really need to argue a
case to establish that the
business of recording public
protest is a proper & neces-
sary part of a democratic so-
ciety.”

Undercurrents say that a video
documentary exposing police sup-
pression of the news in the UK, will
be the debated in the European
parliament on October 7th.

The Council of Ministers have re-
ceived the following question in 11
different languages and will offi-




cially reply in Strasbourg to the
Member of the European Parlia-
ment (MEP) Patricia McKenna who
will officially present the question.

The text of the question is:

“Is the Council aware that
the UK police are mistreating
members of the National
Union of Journalists, espe-
cially freelance members,
by, not recognising their
Press Cards, arresting them
for trespass or obstruction or
even under the Harassment
Act (intended for preventing
stalking), assaulting them,
holding them until the pas-
sage of their deadlines, pre-
venting them from taking pic-
tures, confiscating their pho-
tographs with court orders
and erasing their video mate-
rial, as well as restricting
their public access during
protests?

“Video-journalist Roddy
Mansfield, arrested for for-
getting his press card PIN
while covering a protest in
London; HTV producer John
Fraser Willlams, sustained
two broken ribs after being
truncheoned while reporting

on the Manchester Airport
protests. Is the Council further
aware that while written Police
guidelines do exist for relations
with the Press, journalists have
not been allowed to see them? Do
such activities breach the
Treaties, including Amsterdam, in
particular the Justice and Home
Affairs articles, for which the
Council is largely responsible?
With a view to being taken seri-
ously outside the EU on such mat-
ters, will the Council instruct the
Commission to ensure that journalists can operate
freely within the EU before pursuing that issue
elsewhere?”

Press restriction is not the only problem here though. The
press photographers and cameramen can be viewed as
less than benevolent to an action in some circum-
stances, and their work amounts to surveillance. Let me
explain.

If the journalist/photographer is from the tabloid media,
then | think most concerned in actions would agree that
they would not expect to be portrayed favourably. They
are, of course, working to their own agenda and are more
co-operative with the authorities. The ‘qualities’ try to
proceed with a little more honour and frequently taking
trouble to explain the protesters case. Again, within their

| own agenda.

One of the main objectives of direct action on an issue is
to create a media ‘stunt’. So we invite ourselves to be
photographed. This is the ‘hoop’ we all jump through to
get attention to the issue at hand. It is really sad but... ‘no
stunt, no story.'

So, on the whole, concerned photographers like myself
have been welcomed, in trying to help explain the circum-
stances of an action. However, our work can so easily

_' turn into surveillance footage, (useful to the enemy?).

In 1990 after the Poll-Tax Riots in Trafalgar Square,
police made a number of requests for film from photogra-
phers present. The NUJ immediately advised all mem-
bers not to supply un-published film. Further, that free-
lancers should either send their film to the NUJ or send it
abroad, or destroy it. Judge Neil Denison, sitting at the
Old Bailey, ordered 25 newspapers and TV companies to




“

hand over material under the Police and Criminal Evi- | An important ‘convergence’ has

dence Act (PACE). The only ray of hope here is that the
Jjudge did not just ‘rubber stamp’ these orders, but asked
for a high standard of justification. (British Journal of
Photography, 12 April 90).

Investigating detectives under Det. Chief Supt. Ramm

gathered 70 hours of video and 2,500 pictures of sus- |

pects. Operation Carnaby then had 134 officers pour
over these. As a result of ‘wanted’ requests, publishing
some of these in the national press and TV, produced
them a further 56 arrests. (Police Review, 25 May 90). A
few are still wanted. Police compared these photographs

discussed. This included visiting traveller sites, squats,
and mingling with those gathering for the annual Stone-
henge Festival and the Castlemorton rave..

An implication of such High Court Orders is that in a
public order situation, some folk would deduce that the
work of the photographer, of whatever view, could end up
as additional surveillance for the police or evidence
against participants in court cases. The consequence
has been an increased risk of violence against all camer-
amen from numbers within a crowd.

Although this is all supposed to be about surveillance, by
the inclusion of this section, I'm trying to show there are

broader implications than perhaps would be first |

thought.

Where is all this going?

New driving licenses issued will contain a photograph of f

the holder. The driving license is the closest thing (at the
moment!), to the national identity card, with social secu-
rity bringing up the rear with proposals about cross-
referenced information using the national insurance
number. They too, may shortly develop a card with photo,
to help deal with benefit fraud. Data protection aside,

this cross-referencing, taken together with the equip-

ment and techniques | have been discussing, implies
some pretty powerful tools for the boys to play with. In

due time, photo-identity may be established for nearly all :

the population.

Just occurred. Taken together with
the connection, via the internet, of
all CCTV cameras in the streets,
shops, petrol stations etc. across
the country. This databasing of
mug shots may enable police to
know the whereabouts of an indi-
vidual by inputting his image onto
the computer for comparison. This
would of course apply to anyone
the police have a photograph of,

' whether guilty of crime, or not. This
against the data held in the previous operations | have |

possibility is now much advanced
after the government has an-
nounced that the new driving li-
cence will contain a “standard
passport photo with a digjtal copy
held in Swansea”. This digjtal copy
would of course be available for
transmission and use within this

system.

Many of the police operations |
have discussed here, have been
first practised on minority groups,
but in due time, extended to the
rest of the population.

On two occasions in 1998 police
mounted the biggest ever road-
block operations in peace-time
Britain. In an attempt, they say, to
drive thousands of dangerous vehi-
cles off the road and capture hun-
dreds of criminals, alcohol smug-
glers, illegal immigrants and bene-
fit cheats.

The one-day operations, code
named ‘Mermaid’, are conducted
nationally in conjunction with immi-
gration officials, benefits agency
inspectors and customs officers,
who will be waiting at the roadside
to question suspects. Watch this
space, there is more of this come.

Liberty feels such tactics were a
“gross invasion of privacy.” They
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said it was looking to bring a legal
test case to show that such ques-
tioning could be unlawful. Liz Par-
ratt of Liberty, said people could
not be compelled to answer ques-

tions from other authorities after |

being stopped by police for road-
safety checks. But, she said:

“Most people won't know
their what their rights are
when they are being ques-
tioned and will be far too
alarmed or scared to refuse.
We would be happy to advise
anyone who has been a vic-
tim of this abuse of power.”
(Independent, 12th August
98)

A benefits agency spokeswoman
said the tactic was extremely suc-
cessful:

“The police officer will stop
the vehicles and our fraud
officers will ask the people
for their name, national in-
surance number and any
benefits they are claiming.”

Operation Mermaid, which is
backed by ACPO, began in 1995
and has mushroomed as more po-
-lice forces have recognised its ef-
fectiveness in trapping dangerous
vehicles. This year, all forces in

England, Wales and Northern Ire- |

land will take part in the exercise
with an unprecedented amount of
support from other government
agencies.

It is co-ordinated nationally by a
West Midlands police traffic intell-
gence officer, Bob Nockalls, who
.said the road-blocks should prop-
erly be called “road checks”. Mr.
Nockalls said fears of civil libertari-
ans were unfounded and that Mer-

maid “will remain a road safety operation”. He added:

“People are in no way detained for anything other
than road traffic matters. While they are in that
check then people like the Benefits Agency will
speak to the occupants. Nobody can make any-
body speak to the Benefits Agency.” (Independent,
12th August 98) X

Well, who do you believe? Do you know your rights? Do
you feel more or less secure? Police argue that the
presence of immigration, customs and other officials is
essential to the efficiency of the operation. Police officers
finding evidence of other criminal activity are obliged to
act, and if illegal immigrants or contraband goods are
found in a vehicles then ether agencies can be quickly
called in while police continue with safety checks.

The moral dilemma that remains here, is that the police
should be able to investigate crime and have the tools to

| do so. However, the same techniques are now frequently

applied to control dissent on many issues. Information
and communication technologies have enabled the exer-
cise of soclal control. Now, in this country, as in many
others, there is cross-referencing of databases held
across all government departments.

How much longer before health records are included?

In the extreme case | started with, oppressive govern-
ments are quite nosy about the affairs of their popula-
tion. One manifestation of this, is if a policeman can walk
up to you in the street and simply say “Papers!” | loose
sleep over this possibility. With these examples, are we
really that far away it?

The “ground rules’ are really beginning to shift. To give
you a further idea of what | mean with respect to ac-
countability. It now seems, as a Home Office spokesman
recently stated, that because data protection and tap-
ping laws were made before the widespread use of the
Internet, police are trying to get around the ‘problem’ of
obtaining a warrant by asking the service provider for
copies of an individuals e-mails before the information
gets to the telephone system, were the law then requires
a warrants. E-mails are frequently stored for at least 2
years and can easily be made available for inspection (so
mind how you go folksl). It is obvious that the law lags
well behind here. | mean, what is the point, of having a
warrant procedure to hold authority to some kind of
account, if because of modern technologies, they can
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Jjust casually ‘walk around’ such obstructions? history.” (Lord Justice Hoff-
man, commenting during the
Jack Straw, the Home Secretary, has announced Britain Twyford Down appeal)
will seek greater co-operation from Europe on the inter- .
ception of criminal encrypted messages. Mr Straw said: In conclusion, and after such a
: weighty opinion, a quote from a
“EU ministers should give law enforcement officers man that has long involved himself
the technology to intercept encrypted mes- in environment action. | was stood
sages. We are using 19th century procedures next to him while he was being
to pursue 21st century criminals.” (Guardian, | interviewed by a journalist:
29 Dec 97)
“There’s no need for the po-
This announcement follows the consultation paper is- lice and MIS to break In -
sued, in March 1997, by the Department of Trade and I'm not ashamed of any-
Industry. It is proposed that copies of encryption keys thing I do. Tell 'em to knock
must be deposited with a state authority. on the door, I'll get the ket-
' tle on.” - a weathered road
Personally, | lack trust in their motives. Always have . protester.
done. I'm just trying to help save a planet. '
Please: don't let the bastards grind
I'm with Judge Hoffman here: you down.
“Civil disobedience on grounds of conscience is an Alan Lodge (Tash) - Photographer
honourable tradition in this country and those who

take part in it may in the end be vindicated by | http://www.gn.apc.org/

S
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WAKE UP! WAKE UP! IT'S YER WATCHIN' THEM WATCHIN' US

Free/Donation

On the 2nd April the US National

Secung Agency will appear in the

Hi to prosecute peace activ-
ist Lindis Percy for breaching an in-
junction at the Menwith Hill spy sta-

tion. In a case of “Davinda vs Goliath”
Lindis faces a heavy prison sentence
for exposing the activities of the Big
Brother of all global spy installations.
In Janu(g% a STOAS (Science & Tech-
nolo ce of Assessment) EC report
stated that “within Eurape all e-mail, tel-
ephone and fax commumications are rou-
tinely intercepted by the US National Se-
curi “. The report reveals that
all diplomatic, economic, and political
communication traffic is monitored
through a massive US global spy web.
Since 1951, the giant NSA base outside
Hamﬁatehasocm ied land in a “secref re-
lationship “ between the US Air Force and the
MOD. Information intercepted “from the Eu-
ropean mainland via the strategic hub of London
then by satellite to Forte Mead in land”
“via the crucial hub at Menwith Hill ' the Pjorﬂl
York Moors of the UK. With its personal sur-
veillance room inside Menwith Hill, GCHQ
"PI:ﬁ filter through ‘key word’ htfon};a];iﬁg
then pass any j segments onto the li
of Mlg, 5 l.;l-lrac;vrnc.l': and Scotland Yard.

NSA ENEMY NO.1

In February peace activists Lindis
Percy and Annie Rainbow were out-
side the Menwith base to remove by-
law signs declared “unlawful” by York
Crown Court. These signs aimed at
“criminalizing civil trespass” are the
NSA’s attempt to sabotage protests
both inside and outside the base.

As she stepped just off the footpath,
a police vehicle pulled up and served
Lindis with a court order for breach-
ing nine injunctions around the base.
Orders for her arrest were passed from
NSA officials, to the MoD, right down
to the local Harrogate police. Annie
says the signs were moved intention-
ally “to entrap Lindis for breach of the in-
Junction”,

The reason: the National Security
Agency is determined to imprison
Lindis for exposing the unlawful,
corrupt and unaccountable activities
of the worlds | t spy network. Two
years ago Lindis broke court histo
rccordsq)y suing the USA directly for

SPY’S GRRRL

assault outside the US Mildenhall base
(see SchNEWS 98). When questions re-
garding this assault and the account-
ability of US military bases were raised
in Parliament, the ex MoD minister
Nicholas Soames refused to answer on
grounds of “disruption to the operational
activities of the station and for security reasons”.

So while the Big Brother NSA have
the technology to spy, monitor and
record on most of Europe, they are be-
ing protected by a corlspiraﬂr of silence
from Labour ministers, GCHQ, and the

MoD right down to the local plod.
Leading Italian magazine Il M re-
ported this week that international sur-

veillance watchdog group Privacy In-
ternational are preparing to take the
issue to the European Court of Human
Rights “in an attempt to force the NSA to
disclose its activities”. The bully boy Big
Brother agency knows they are on'their
last legs and are desperafely clamber-
ing for a scapegoat. It is not Lindis
Percy beigﬁdprosecuted in the High

Court on April but the NSA, and
theéyes and ears of Europe will be on “em.
*Get down to the High Court, the

Strand (nearest tube is Temple) on
Thursday 2nd April and show yer sup-
port for Lindis.

*For further detail contact the Campaign
for Accountability of American Bases
(CAAB), Indigo, 8 Park Row, Otley, West
Yorks, 1521 1]§Q‘ Tel no 019434664

E-mail: caab.lindis_annie@virgin.net.

Yorkshire CND, Yorkshire of-
fice, 22 Edmond St, Bradford, BD5
OBH. Tel: 01274 73079.

“Coming soon to
a Town near you.*

The GANDALF Liberation Tour kicks
off on 6th April in Lancaster, then: 7th-
L'pool; 8th-Manchester; 9th(& 10th-
demo)-Nott'ham; 11th-B’ham; 13th-Ox-
ford; 14th-Guildford; 15th-Portsmouth;
16th-Brighton and 17th-London. Paul
Rogers and Robin Webb are due to be
tried on 27th April on the same charges -
‘conspiracy to incite persons unknown’
- a:me Gandalf 3. For tour venues and
times call 0956 694922

INTI-COPYRIGHT - INFORMATION FOR ACTION

Ahaus - in the middle
of the tracks

‘It's Madness * - Last Friday the residents
of Ahaus with a little help from their friends,
gave a warm welcome to six Castor Contain-
ers, (Cask for Storage and Transport of Ra-
dioactive Materials), along with its escort of

30,000 police. It was the bi police op-
eration in postwar Germany, surpassing last
year’s action at Gorleben.

As the anti-nuclear movement set out for
their well-prepared week of action, German
authorities reacted with a desperate attempt
to take them by surprise and sent the trans-
port five days egrblgA his led to the mobilisa-
tion of about 5,000 protesters instead of the
expected 15,000, but still caused massive con-
fusion amongst the police. They used bor-
der guards, elite anti-terrorist squads, and the
infamous Berlin riot squads.B%ne protester
recalls, “they fumped out %f:vmr vans, crying
It's wm!'mﬁmai y beat people up
just to shock the 2

Lots of inspired actions held up the train
for the whole day, and it reached the “stor-
age” site, where they hadn’teven completed
the perimeter fence, 13 hrs late. Nuclear fuel
companies are only allowed to run their
plants if they can provide a site yet there is
no final destination that's why temporary
sites like Ahaus and Gorleben, originally
designed to take the waste for a couple of
years are now mm store it for the
next40 years. InN heim, where part
of the convoy began, there was a demo 300
strong. Two people tunnelled under the
street. In Ahaus, locals found their town cut
in two as police sealed off the track, not even
letting ambulances pass. Locals, looked like
t gnevc:rusua]lyra.iseahanda ainst the

uthorities, “..literally threw anything they
could get hold of . The windows of the police car-
riages following the Castor-Containers were
. About 700 people were nicked.
Police blocked roads to keep out protesters
arriving throughout the day. However, over
3000 people charged onto the tracks and
an digging up the rails with their bare
hands. Trees next to the rails were also occu-
pied. It took 3 hours to clear the tracks, and
another hour to repair the damage. Nextday
saw a 12,000 strong anti-nuclear demo in
Munster near Ahaus. Despite the Castors
getting thmu%:,. the resistance was a mas-
sive success: the authorities were hoping to
find a quiet storage place, as it was getting
too difficult at Gorleben. It isn'tjust a-
ny’s problem, as waste from their plants is
transported across France and ends up at
Sellatield. As one activist said “This is the nu-
clear industry’s weak spot and we'll carry on hit-
ting it!”

106.6 SMURF FM - is the new
B-Right-On radio station going out

on April 1st




ITRENCH TOWN ROCK SHOCK?

Helicopters and riot police hit Ki
at 5.30am on Tuesday to evict the Peoples
Pollmlar Front from a 53ft tower, a tree
village and tunnels (SchNEWS 143).
Activists have dug in to protect the 56 poplar
trees A fi of £100,000 has now been cited
as the value for a riverside view. SchNEWS

ke to protestors via mobile phone as tree
imbers worked to pull them out one by
ornie: “Police have been punching people in the
face. We are in rmm tower and they are
coming u'{; the as I speak. There are
climbers all around and others smashing at the
bottom with sledgehammers.”

More than 100 police, 140 security s
and 35 sheriff's officers arrived on the first
day of the eviction. Two people, Justin & Elf,
were still in the tunnels today (Thurs morn’).
Police offered a deal- if they came out, 30
people would be allowed on the site for a
media stunt.One campaigner told
SchNEWS: “The consensus was 100% - “fuck
off . Only 20 trees still stand and feelings
are running high amongst local residents.

* Canbury Gardens, Kingston upon
Thames, Surrey. Tel: 0181 287 3118 or 0441

"ACharis in the Palace?

As protestors are evicted from Kingston,
they are taking up the invitation to join the
camp at Crystal Palace Park, just ten miles
away. The Grade II listed park, on the
highest point in London, is about to be
carved up lo make way for a £56m, 20-
screen multiplex cinema with 9 bars and

arking for 1,000 cars
ohn Prescott, as head of the Department of
Environment, has OK'd the venture without
a public enquiry. Last July 594 out of 600
ple at a pulalic meeting voted against
romley Council’s . Five thousand
residents have since signed a petition
against the development. Friends of the
Earth said Mr Prescott had “lost the plot!".
Planning permission was agreed on
Tuesday. T?Ie architect lan Richie, told
disgruntled residents: “I'm glad people don’t
gi‘: it - it confirms ny belief that it 1s a good

develogmenl sets a precedent for the
new gov'nt buzz word ‘park-stripping’,
whereby areas of a parkland can be sold to
developers to pay for the upkeep of the rest

*Get there! By train: Crystal Palace Stn; b
tube: to Brixton then No3 bus [20 mins]. Tei;
0181 761 7826

* Stevenage -
Hertfordahire County Council are
building 10,000 houses west of of the town
" The will destroy an area of unspoilt
countryside: 01438 315210 /01438 367452.
* Derby -
Town centre by-pass (issuel56)
10tree houses up FO.E 0133 272 7237
*Bangor -
nesscesary greensite development, more
friendly ]otgaflese than you l:pDLlld shake
a talking stick at. Kate (11248 388 018
*Peacehaven -
Last stretch of undeveloped Sussex
a coastline - Save the Valley Campaign

01273 582 467 ??*ﬁ

Shsorthel . - =
Keep SchNEWS FREE! Just send 1st Class stam
you can make copies. Post free to all prisoners.

SchNEWS in brief

If our article on .lls]::f‘ﬁwvsle behind the
Countryside Rally ( EWS 156) wheted
ur appetite, then maybe you should read
Animal’ (Issue 3 available for £1.20 from
PO Box 467, London, E8 3QX) and ‘A Real
Future for our Countryside’ - a Friends of
the Earth briefing about the real threats to
the countryside (SAE to 26-28 Underwood
5t., London, N1 7]Q). If you want to get in-
volved in improving access to the South
Downs, the new SD Freedom to Roam
Group, which is determined to do so, needs
YOU. Call 01273 388392 for info. *** CAM-
BRIDGE will be Reclaiming the Streets on
Saturday 25th April @1 pm. Meet Cambrid
Rai]wa} Station to take the roads from
cars. *** Last week 7 people from the UK Oil
Overthrow Associal UII;EI hfli_.:kaded the en-
trance to B.Ps largest UK refinery at Coryton,
Essex. Two activists locked cmrg:n the under-
neath of a car, preventing oil tankers from
entering or leaving for two hours, (short time,
but loads of lost ﬁr;\:rgue). Meanwhile the
other four grilled i manager about
pollution, global wanninrggc. until all 7 were
arrested for obstruction *** Swansea Univer-
sity has refused to pay the high security costs
required to keep vivisectors attending a con-
gress on April 1-3 safe from animal rights
activists. The Ipclxchr]:) s have had to relo-
cate to | 111, 2, 3, Aaah... *** The ‘Cycle
Lanes Not Fast Lanes’ rally in Bimﬂn%:am
on March 14th proved a wheel success. -
E‘a).ifdni:@ against the B’ham Northern Relief
and for more facilities, 50-odd cy-
clists held up all lanes at a walking pace
an hour and a half on the inner ring road ***
DAN, the Disabled People’s Direct Action
Network, are staging their tenth national ac-
tion in London from Sun 5th - Wed 8th April.
The two biggest issues on their agenda are
New Labour’s welfare plans for the disabled
and the Dept of Transport's unsatisfactory
proposal that public transport (i.e. buses)
should be accessible to all - by the year 20201!
Call 0181 883 6963 *** SchNEWSNight Ben-
efit coming up - on Sat April 4th @ the Lift,
8.30pm - feat. SchLIVE and Kyra’'s Tortoise.
Admission is £1 b4 9pm, £3/2 after. *** Ever
heard of Sibyl? A woman's mag for women
who aren’t interested in lipstick ads, Sibyl is
available from Agender, call 0171 2262160 ***
President Suharto that nice dictator from In-
donesia (SchNEWS 158) is NOT coming to
London on April 4th, but “stuff”is still going
on Coaches organised by Brighton Fe)lue

Centre £6/5. Tel: 01273 692880.
]_Kick:’ng off - German stylee |
But remember - don't!

1) There is less division between tac-
tics, and room for all sorts of opinion,
from sit down pacifists to masked -u
full-on Autonomes.(Naughty Gnomes;

l 2) People help each other out; Fluffies
holding banners in front of Police cam-
eras for masked Spikies, linked arms stop
Police snatch squads and Autonome
snatch squads stopping filming!

~ I)Affini Gm;lp& People looking out
for each other, different groups had tlags
and code-names (e.g. * or 'Volvo')

to shout out loud when you're lost, so it
was easg to find your mates in a crowd.
Also debriefing a very important aspect
for affinity groups

, ¢/o on-the-fiddle, PO. Box

Inside SChNEWS

Kevin Marks (aka Rambo) is inside HMP
Altcourse thanks to a number of all of-
fences relating to the Manchester No Run-
way 2 Campaign and fines relating to the
Bingley B road protest camp. Drop him
aline - CHK;}, HMSAltmurse, Fazakerley,
Liverpool.

Kevin (Kieven) Hi
of handling stolen and sentenced to
12 months inside. 'Fhe goods? Margaret, a
rescued cat from Hillgrove cat-breeding farm.
Please write to Kieven in w{rmt:

HMP Woodhill, Tattenhoe St, Milton Keynes,
Bucks, MK4.

* The campaign to close down Chris Brown's
establishment, which breeds cats for vivisection
continues, with a demo on April 18th World Day
for Laboratgy Animals. Meet at the %tg @ 1pm,

Lane, Witney, Oxon (and wear black). EI)'he
ﬁaimcan barely afford topmtedl-[i]lgmve— the
arder the pressure the sooner the falll

More Crap Sentences
* A women is in Holloway Prison be-
cause she cannot find £400 for bail Her
crime: non-payment of a £14 taxi fare.
* A women recently received four
months - for nicking a pair of socks!

was found guilty

i
‘ANOTHER STATELY ROAM’
Under the ‘conditional exemption’ scheme

made publicby Mark Thomas, owners of his-
toric houses, landscapes and sites of scien-
tific interest, do not have to pay tax on the
condition they allow you to visit, but they
don’t advertise this fact. Go on treat lves
to a luvverly day out on The Quantock Hills
(the hunt roam freely here, why shouldn’t

ou?) Fairfield House, togursey,

ridgewater TAS 1PU. 01278 732 251.

Oi! Drummers, buskers and squeegie-
merchants! NO! That's what the hardline
Council of Brighton & Hove sa{, and if you
donit agree you'll get fined mate. ‘uea,
Lord ‘Squatter’ Bassam continues to embrace
Zero Tolerance by officially adopting model
Home Office bye-laws for ‘Good Rule and
Government’ this week. This says that “...no
person shall annoy any other person by shouting
or singing, ph;gmg a musical instrument or
operatin radio, gramophone, amplifie or
rm:rders‘rgd be careful takingyerfileEw;
off anyone in the street - you may be
conspiring to cause an offence, because “no
person shall in any street or public place for the
puxse of .. advertising any article ...importune
to the annoyance or obstruction tcamy person”.
However at thesame mhnﬁ. law against
“spitting in public urinals”, passed by the

ayor Alderman and Burgesses of the
Borough of Hove on 13th July 1950, was
revoked, Are they taking the piss, or what?

DISCLAIMER
SchNEWS warns all readers who get lost in the
woods to ignore all satellite dishes never mistake
H}emf?r the home of a[l:ind]y sm:,]f who uiratches
alot of sport, they are anevi
parker who will lock oum cell, fal‘tem
up, then eat you - pm{vably.

(e.g. 20 for next 20 issues) or donations (

ableto]ustice?}Askfm'OWls"’ i
, Bri East Sussex, BN2

tellfax: (01273) 685913 e-mail: schnews@brighton.co.uk e-SSHNEWS: http://www.cbuzz.co.uk/SChNEWS/
Don‘t forget ‘New Deal or Raw Deal?” Conference this Saturday (28th) at Friends Meeting House, Brighton 10 am -5 pm



GASTORS, COPS AND CHAOS!

Resistance to Nuclear Waste Transport in Germany

March 1998 a number of us who are involved in the ecological, anarchist and anti-nuclear direct action movements

the UK travelled to Ahaus, Germany to take part in the resistance to the transportation of nuclear waste. After our
urn a number of us wrote this leaflet; and its primary aim is to inform people and provoke thoughts on the events
Ahaus. With its publication we hope to continue to play a small part in helping to increase the effectiveness of our
tlons and campaigns here in the UK - whether of an anti-nuclear focts or not.

ent History
fmany’s nuclear programme - and the fight against it - began in the
fe 1970's with the construction of nuclear power plants. From its
fption the resistance to nuclear developments in Germany was
ung and was heavily influenced by Germany’s powerful and radical
vironmental movement. However despite these early protests the
man nuclear programme continued and today has expanded to

uce a 1/3 of Germany's total energy requirements - as well as
porting considerable amounts of power abroad.
tierman nuclear power plants are legally required to deal with
M nuclear waste and without evidence that they can safely store
tispose of this waste the plants are not licensed to operate. The
ite storage sites at Ahaus and Gorleben in the North of Germany
# the only legally designated sites where waste can be stored
fore being shipped to either Sellafield in the UK or La Hague in
Ance for reprocessing. It is for this reason that they are so critical
the continued functioning of the nuclear system. :
Mlorage sites for nuclear waste have existed in Germany for over 20
Ars and they have served as the focal point of resistance for local

iileben. Three CASTOR transports to Gorleben have been met with
kieasing opposition so far culminating, in March 1997, with 15,000
lIvists being confronted by 30,000 riot police. 7,000 people block-
led the entrance to Dannenberg railway station, attempting to pre-
Wit the successful transfer of the CASTOR from rail to road. Train
Miwerlines were felled and burning barricades constructed. A 70
llong tractor demonstration and a giant cross, made from 'liberat-
W' railway girders, were used to effectively obstruct the road and
#lay the CASTOR’s progress. It was, in part, the protests at Gorleben
thich inspired the resistance to be built in Ahaus. These develop-
Wits in terms of size and effectiveness appear to be the result of
torical context (well-established anti-nuclear and environmentat
\vements) and organisational developments (the networking of
W al communities and other protest groups) as well as the growing
Wmentum and politicisation of the nuclear issue in Germany.

A transport of nuclear waste consists of CASTOR containers (See
fleaky Facts’ box) each capable of holding 19 highly radioactive
jent fuel rods from the core of nuclear reactors. The transport of
Wite to Ahaus in March 1998 consisted of & CASTORs - 3 from
findremmingen nuclear plant in Bavaria and 3 from
bckarwestheim in Southern Germany. The CASTORs were taken a
lrt distance by road to Walheim where they were loaded onto a
in for the 600km journey to the storage depot just outside Ahaus.
Ahaus is a small town with a population of 34,000 in the state of
wrth-Rhine Westphalia near to the Dutch border in Germany. It
)ems that compared with the widespread protests at Gorleben the
late expected there would be less resistance to the CASTOR trans-
it to Ahaus since the storage site already contained 305 CASTORSs.
uwever substantiated rumours of this nuclear waste transport to
fllus began a year ago, and inspired by the resistance at Gorleben,
ili-nuclear groups from all over Europe responded by spreading
lormation and mobilising people to come and protest in Ahaus.
lesistance to the CASTOR transport in Ahaus was co-ordinated by
W Burgerinnen-Initiative (Bl) - a town’s peoples anti-nuclear group.
ity are linked with similar groups across Germany - including ones
| Gorleben and Neckarwestheim - and all these groups had been

weting frequently to plan their resistance to the transport. They co-

This is @nticopyright - copy and distribute freely!

ordinated Sunday marches to the Brennelementezwischenlager (BEZ)
- the storage site at Ahaus - which often involved walking along the
train tracks, sometimes with spontaneous sabotage happening. The Bl
also set up a protest camp opposite the storage site about 6 months
before the transport was due.

Rumours abounded that the shipment of waste to Ahaus would take
place over the period of the 23rd to 29th March. These rumours were
fuelled by the fact that all police leave had been cancelled for this
period - and the dates were later confirmed by the German govern-
ment. Two demonstrations were organised for Saturday 21st March;
one in Munster (the nearest large city to Ahaus) and one in
Neckarwestheim. The plan was for people to then move onto camps
in the area around Ahaus and prepare for actions the following week.
The camps would be organised regionally and/or according to the dif-
ferent types of action people wanted to do.

This was not to be though, as to many people’s surprise the German
Interior Minister - Manfred Kanther - announced on Wednesday 18th
March that everything was ready for the transport, and it would begin
on the night of Thursday 19th. The CASTOR alarm was called on
Wednesday night and people from all over Europe rushed to Ahaus,
many only making it on Friday morning just before the CASTOR was
due to arrive.

We had planned to leave the UK on Friday morning to arrive in time
for the demonstration in Munster on Saturday, however, due to the
CASTOR transport being early we ran around and just managed to get
everyone together so we could leave on the Thursday night. After a
nights driving and no sleep, we arrived in Ahaus just in time for the
action at 8am on the Friday morning. Here’s our version, as much as
we can gather, of what actually happened there...

Diary of Resistance

Thursday 19th March

* The CASTORs are ready to leave Neckarwestheim and
Grundremmingen nuclear power stations by road, to be moved to
Walheim where they are loaded onto a train.

* In Neckarwestheim 200 demonstrators block the entrance of the
power plant causing delays and 2 activists dig a tunnel and lock on
under the road out of Neckarwestheim. The police dogs refuse to
enter the tunnels. The police threaten to use CS gas - but don’t - and
the activists aren’t removed until the evening.

% In Ahaus at midday 500 kids bunk off school and carry out a sit down
blockade of the train station and this is later joined by more locals. At
4pm 5000 protesters begin a demonstration in the town centre.

* Police evict the camps around Ahaus; 3 are declared illegal for
being within the 500 metre exclusion zone around the train tracks
and 2 others are evicted with 9 arrests. 1000 riot police surround one
of the remaining 2 camps - 'X8’ camp - onto which about 1000 peo-
ple had moved during the day.

% At 4pm in Grundremmingen the 3 CASTORs leave the nuclear plant
for Walheim.

* In Ahaus 150 people managed to blockade the private tracks to the
storage site, and are arrested along with a number of people caught
barricading. A tractor convoy of farmers from Gorleben on their way
to support the protests are stopped and held by police who deflate
their tyres.




Punks, pigs and pressure points -bIackad.‘ the rails at Ahaus.

Friday 20th March

* At 2.39am a riot police officer, Christian Lang who had been on
duty securing the tracks for 20 hours near Wurzburg in Southern
Germany, is killed by a passing train that he failed to notice. D’oh!
* At 3am the CASTOR transport leaves Walheim in a convoy
watched over by helicopters. It is stopped soon after leaving for 45
minutes by people locked onto the tracks.

* By dawn Ahaus is an occupied town. Roadblocks and train can-
cellations make it difficult for people to travel to, or move around
in, Ahaus. Police are everywhere and significantly outnumber the
protesters.

* At Bam the level crossing on Schorlemerstrasse is blockaded in a
protest which lasts for 6 hours. Police cordon off the protesters -
but are then cordoned off themselves by masses of arriving people.
They bring in water cannons and baton charge people. At 9am 150
people are arrested and taken to Coesfeld police station.

* At 12 noon in Ahaus the Bahnhofstrasse (main high street) near
the train station is blockaded.

* At 12.30pm news comes that the transport has passed Kassel, and
is therefore expected in Ahaus by 3 or 4pm. Protests are taking
place in most of the larger towns along the route.

* At 2pm the SEK (special anti-terrorist police unit) march onto the
Bahnhofstrasse after a police prisoner transport vehicle has its tyres
slashed and number plates ripped off! They violently break up the
blockade using CS gas and batons.

* At around 2pm people gather in the town centre and though noth-
ing has been organised, a large group decide to move towards the
town's outskirts. They blockade the southern tracks at a level cross-
ing near the Kurt-Schumacherring. It is soon confirmed that of all
the possible routes for the CASTOR to take this is the definite one.
More than 1000 people dodge the police cordon and occupy the
tracks and soon the numbers grow to at least 3000. People start to
remove the gravel beneath the train tracks to make them unstable
- and one particularly enterprising bunch of Autonome (anar-
chist/anti-fascist types) use a hydraulic jack to lift the tracks up!
Police bring in 5 water cannon vehicles and a barricade breaker.

" To be standing on the tracks and see thousands of peo-
ple swarm through the police lines to join us was amazing
- there were kids, old people - it seemed as if the whole
town was there.”

* At 2.30pm the chart-topping German band "Toten Hosen’ draw up
to the blockade at Schorlemerstrasse to play a gig and have their
van windows smashed by police.

* In Legden, a few miles south of Ahaus, 4 people lock onto the
tracks, and the CASTORs are briefly delayed. The tracks have to be
replaced and repairs take until 5.30pm. Water cannons are used
against the crowd.

* All through the afternoon protests continue on the southern
tracks at the Schumacherring. The infamous Berlin riot police slow-
ly clear the blockade of the tracks, and reinforce their cordon using
water cannons, baton charges, dogs and CS gas. Some people throw
stones at the police slowing their attempts to clear the tracks.
Others climb trees next to the tracks, but police chainsaw the first

“The experience of seeing a high ranking cop annot
himself as the Chief of Berlin Police - only to be greetel
a hail of bricks and bottles - filled me with the utn
inspiration.”
tree down with the person in it and threaten to do the same to
others if they don’t come down - they come down! 4 more pe
lock onto the tracks. Military style police helicopters - most ¢
ing extra reinforcements from areas where the train has alp
passed - are in the air the whole time and some are shot at |
flares.
* At 5.45pm the train heading the convoy arrives at
Schumacherring to test the tracks. The blockade is now cleared,
the tracks need considerable repair.
* At 7.30pm the CASTOR finally reaches Ahaus and passes
Schumacherring crossing where there is now a stand-off betw
police and people.

“When the CASTOR finally rolled past in deathly si
people stood and watched - powerless to delay it
longer. With techno music in the background and s
lighted by overflying helicopters it was a surreal and |
ister sight 1 will never forget.”

1

* Around this time a sit-down blockade takes place at the entré
to the storage site. During this a barricade breaker rolls over
foot of a woman protester who is severely injured. '
* At 8.27pm the CASTOR finally reaches the storage site. just
side Ahaus.
* Later that night in Munster people demonstrate outside
police station where many of those arrested at Ahaus are b
detained.

Saturday 21st March
* Police roadblocks are set up on the roads into Munster and i
vehicles on their way to the demonstration are stopped
searched. Our vehicle is stopped and we are asked if we haw
molotov cocktails(!) - they then search us, confiscate our flag
and let us go. In Munster the planned demonstration goes al
with around 12,000 people marching through the city - there
significant "black block’ (anarchist/autonome masked faction
some scuffles with the police.
Sunday 22nd March

* In Ahaus around 4000 people join the 'Sonntagsspaziergan
Sunday stroll - to the storage site.
* Police rampage their way out of Ahaus, trashing the woode
set up in gardens as a symbol of resistance and dumpmg rubb
the camps.
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at does this all mean for us?

¢ number of nuclear waste transports that occur here in the UK
Increased since the opening of the THORP reprocessing plant at
M Sellafield nuclear power station in Cumbria. Some of these trans-
ity pass through massive population centres such as London; how-
direct action protests against them have been minimal - both in
and effect - and currently there is little prospect of mass action
Jiinst them on the scale seen in Germany. There are many reasons
the limitations of current anti-nuclear activism in the UK com-
ledl with the situation in Germany. Aside from the very different
litical histories of the two countries (including their anti-nuclear
ments) issues concerning nuclear power, waste and weapons are
ently not high on the agenda of public concern and debate in the
« and this was recently demonstrated by the disinterest over the
ocessing of nuclear material from Georgia at Dounreay in
itland. Therefore we should not become obsessed by attempting to
plicate a Gorleben or Ahaus style situation over here in the UK.
iving said this we can still learn useful lessons from the German

ili-nuclear protests. Some of these include:

munity Involvement
Ihe British direct action movement has often been successful in
fncting local support for campaigns and actions. However, this has
Ily taken the form of moral or financial support rather than actu-
participation in direct action. By contrast, it has been a major
gth of the German anti-CASTOR protests that they were initiat-
il by the affected local communities and supported by activists. In
s, symbolic resistance - such as the campaign’s anti-castor ‘X’
r - was everywhere, but local people were also out on the
0ts resisting the nuclear transport and police invasion of their
I, Most of the kids bunked off school to take part in the protests,
| we even heard that an entire class and their teacher had been
sted during one of the sit-down blockades!
“Une British activist commented on the lack of the ‘usual’ division
ween "activists’ and ‘locals’ saying that it felt like the whole com-
ity was out in opposition. If our campaigns or movements are to
beyond the countercultural ghetto they currently reside they
st be based upon local involvement - not support - and communi-
ly tesistance.

nisation
The strength of the German anti-nuclear protests have clearly been
result of intense and sustained groundwork at a local, national
| international level. Planning for the resistance at Ahaus began a
i before the action with the participation of groups across
many, and a lot had been learnt from previous protests at
Wileben. The effectiveness of the mobilisation was demonstrated by
¢ fact that although the CASTOR transport was moved 5 days earli-
I than expected - with barely 24 hours notice - over 5000 people still
inaged to turn up on the Friday.
The participation of groups across Germany in preparing for the
itests had a marked effect on the impact of the resistance. Rather
being a protest with one focal point - Ahaus - the organisation
fesistance in towns along the route succeeded in making the CAS-
IUR transport a national issue - a much greater threat to the State.
jitionally direct action began from the moment the CASTORs left
e power plants, so the transport was held up for far longer than if
| resources and energy had been concentrated in Ahaus.

te Response
The response of the German State to the anti-nuclear protests can
seen on a number of levels. The size of the police operation - the
gest deployment since World War 2 - and the amount of resources
e 'Freaky Facts’ box) they are willing to put into containing the
ntests would suggest that they take these protests fairly seriously.
iwever, since the nuclear issue is quite high on the popular politi-
agenda it seems that the authorities are keen to try and outwit,
well as outfight, the protests - and the media were complicit in
ping with this.
~ Like any other protest the media played out a particular role in the
irtrayal, and hence perception, of what was going on. It appears
st there was quite an effort, in contrast to the hyping-up of
afleben, to down-play the impact of the resistance, and we partic-
ly noticed this in the British press reports. Another example of
our protests can never rely on the mainstream media for accu-
¢ representation or explanation of the issues involved...
The politicisation of the issue may also have been a factor in the

pronouncements by the authorities that they would use a 'softly,
softly’ approach to the protests. In the event there was nothing very
‘soft’ about the police tactics, as even random groups of people who
were nothing to do with the protests were targeted by baton-wield-
ing cops. Alongside the sheer brutality the police also used their
power to simply harass demonstrators. An example of this was the
police road-blocking access to the camps, and spreading mis-infor-
mation about which camps existed on the Friday night, resulting in
people having to wander for miles in the dark trying to gain access to
the camps.

Freaky Facts in a Flash

«CASTOR stands for ‘Cask for the Storage and Transport of
Radioactive Materials.’ .

«Each CASTOR is capable of holding 19 highly radioactive fuel rods
from the core of a nuclear reactor.

+This transport train was 570m in length and contained 6 CASTORs.

+From Walheim to Ahaus is a distance of only 600km and the train
journey should have taken 6/7 hours.

+The transport left Walheim at 3am on Friday 20th March and
arrived in Ahaus at 8.30pm - a delay of around ten hours.

+About 30,000 police were involved in the protests of which 18,000
were in Ahaus. These police included normal, transport, riot
police (ex-border guards) and members of a special-anti-terrorist
unit (the SEK).

+One of those heading the police operation - Hubert Wimber - is a
Green Party Councillor. Democracy: would you like a kick in the
head or a punch in the stomach?’

+Around 8,000 people took part in the resistance at Ahaus - and
between 600 and 1000 people were arrested. (Official police
reports count 628 arrests and 775 identity checks).

«Despite publicising a ‘softly, softly’ approach to the protests, the
police used water cannons, CS gas and baton charges against pro-
testers (and random gatherings of people) and had up to 16 heli-
copters - - most carrying police reinforcements - in the air at any
one time.

+Out of a school population of 12,000 in Ahaus on Friday 20th only
20-30 kids attended school!

«Police reported 33 injuries amongst protesters, the official Red
Cross reported 63, and the Autonome first aid group estimated
many more - including some severe injuries. Many people are now
filing charges against the police for injuries sustained at Ahaus.

Affinity Groups

An affinity group is a group of people - usually numbering some-
where between 5 to 12 - who band together for a specific purpose
such as mutual protection. The composition of an affinity group can
vary from complete strangers, who join together during an action for
one particular task, to close friends that have known each other for
years.

Whilst having some disadvantages, going on an action as an affini-
ty group means that people can discuss things such as what they want
to do and how they want to act in certain situations, such as arrest
or a riot. A good way of keeping affinity groups together is the use of
flags, which in Germany proved invaluable for finding our group in a
large and chaotic crowd. It also showed itself to be excellent for
leading off groups if you need to move in a hurry. As well as this it's
a very inspirational sight to see loads of flags belonging to like-mind-
ed groups flying in the wind above a militant active crowd.

Police on the continent have a justified reputation for being much
more violent than the UK police; and Germany is no exception to this.
Because of this people have to look out for each other much more on
actions and demonstrations. Examples of this that we saw in action
included: everyone in the 'black block’ on the march in Munster link-
ing arms to stop police snatch squads, people holding banners along
the side of demonstrations to stop filming and snatch squads, groups
going out to actively harass police camera crews, the use of
Autonome medic teams (protesters who are trained in first aid) and
good legal support who do follow up work as well as advice on arrest.

The important thing is resistance!

In the anti-nuclear protests in Germany there appears to be more
tolerance of, and acceptance of the need for, varying types of action
than in the UK radical direct action scene. A slogan that summed this
up was the chant 'Peaceful or militant - the important thing is resis-
tance!’ which was shouted on the demo in Munster.




The march of whose “progress"?

The original plan at Ahaus was to have different direct action
camps alongside the CASTOR route. Each camp was to be organised
by a different region - similar to at Gorleben last year - and different
tactics were expected to be used by each one. This was supposed to
mean that there was much more room for different kinds of protests
to happen and so less time would be wasted arguing about what form
the protest should actually take - violent or non-violent for example
- as is depressingly common on many demonstrations and actions in
the UK. This plan was never to be though as all but two camps
were evicted before the transport arrived, and meant that
everyone was jumbled together in a more ad hoc way
and on the actions people just got on with doing what
they wanted.

What was very noticeable was the way that the dif-
ferent tactics used on the actions complimented
one other. At the blockade of the train tracks
some people were sitting down in the way, others dug up
and undermined the tracks, whilst others threw rocks at
the police. If any one of these had been done in isolation it
would have been far less effective than all of them happening

alongside each other. The people throwing racks forced the police
wear riot gear, which slowed them down, as well as making th
deploy squads for protection - thereby tying up more resources.
sit down of the tracks forced the police to clear it - taking large nu
bers and time - but also acted as a cover for others to dig up ‘
tracks that significantly delayed the train whilst they were repair

This all may be a slightly over-positive view of the different §
tions of a movement working together. It must be mentioned H
some of the people felt mutually inhibited by the others actions @
attitudes - non-violent protesters felt threatened by militancy, &
people chucking rocks had to be worried about pacifists shouting
them and drawing police attention. There definitely were tens
amongst this apparently united front. Even acknowledging these @
ferences activists in Britain should take stock that at least
Germany they seem to try and work together on the same prof €
and actions without evangelical preaching about the "right way’ ta
things - something we can rarely boast of.
What now?

Whilst devoting time and energy to confronting these nucle
issues, we must never become fooled into treating them as one i
isolated from others. The struggle against nuclear power is mef
one area of conflict in a web of resistance to the entirety of indl
trial capitalism. This system increasingly dominates and endal
every aspect of our lives and any movement that fails to acknowlet
and address its place in this web falls into the trap of partial -
hence false - resistance. To build on the strengths of the a
nuclear movement - both in Germany and in the UK - we must I¢
for, find and make links with the ot
areas of conflict with the State and @
ital that have revolutionary potential®

To transcend this ecocidal world the's
tem of hierarchical power relations th
nuclear power relies on must be confronted and fou
wherever we can do so effectively - and the transp
of nuclear waste to the storage depot near Ahaus
one such place. We were inspired by, and have learnt mi
from, our short time there. We hope to carry the ex

riences and inspiration forwards - in our memai
and also in our actions.

For details on UK anti-nuclear actions:

Campaign for Nuclear Disarmament (CND) and Nuclear Trains
Working Group 162 Holloway Road, London, N7 8DQ. Telephone: 0171
700 2393. E-Mail: cnd@gn.apc.org

Faslane Peace Camp, Shandon, Helensburgh, Dumbartonshire,
Scotland, G84 BHT. Telephone: 01436 820901.

Greater Manchester CND, 6 Mount Street, Manchester, M2 5NS.
Telephone: 0161 834 8301. E-mail: gmcnd@gn.apc.org

For information on European anti-nuclear actions:
Bl Ahaus, Bahnhofstr. 51, 48683 Ahaus, Germany or Postfach 1165,
48661 Ahaus, Germany. Telephone: +49 2561 961 791. Web site:
www,oneworldweb.de/castor/ahaus

For Mother Earth, Gewad 15, 9000 Gent, Belguim. Telephone: +32 9
233 4924, E-mail: office@motherearth.agoranet.be

Ecodefense! Moskovsky prospekt, 120-34236006 Kaliningrad, Russia.

Telephone: 7-0112-437286. E-mail: ecodefense@glasnet.ru

1t’s more than just no nukes... ]
Earth First! Action Update, c/o Dept 29, 1 Newton Strel
Manchester, M1 1HW. Telephone: 0161 224 4846. E-mail: actiont
date@gn.apc.org Monthly 6 page newsletter with reports of ecol
cal direct action, a list of forthcoming events and a contacts list
active groups - send an SAE for a free copy.
Do or Die, ¢/o0 PO Box 2971, Brighton, East Sussex, BN2 2TT. 164 pal
of news and cutting edge analysis from the ecological frontlim
£2.50 (payable to "Earth First!’) including postage from the abi
address. 1
Schnews, PO Box 2600, Brighton, East Sussex, BN2 2DX. Telepho
01273 685913. Send an SAE for a copy of this weekly A4 newsheet cf
ering anti-capitalist/anti-state direct action struggles in the UK
abroad.
Smash Hits, Box BM 5538, London, WCIN 3XX. A forum and ail
ground for dynamic revolutionary ideas - for a copy send £1.50 incll
ing postage.

If you would like a talk done on the events at Ahaus, or for correspondence and discussion with the authors of
leaflet contact: CASTORS, Cops and Chaos! c/o Box B, Public House Bookshop, 21 Little Preston Street, Brighton, Ea:
Sussex, BN1 2HQ, UK. Donations to cover the cost of printing this leaflet are welcome. Make cheques/postal orders

payable to 'Earth First!" and send to the above address.

Rabid Radioactive Reading 3
% Chapter 11 entitled ‘Anti-Nuclear War. Perspectives on the anti-nuclear movement’ in 'The Eco Wars. A Layman’s Guil
to the Ecology Movement’ by David Day. (Harrap Books: London 1989). * 'Nuclear Power for Beginners’ by Stephen Cra
and Kaianders Sempler. (Writers and Readers: London 1978) Easy to understand guide to nuclear issues % ‘Progress al
Nuclear Power' by Fredy Perlman. Originally published in a special anti-nuclear issue of Fifth Estate in April 1979. Avai
as a pamphlet for 80p including postage from: Dead Trees Earth First! PO Box 2971, Brighton, East Sussex, BN2 2TT, UK. (Se
well concealed cash or blank PO's.) % 'Strange Victories - the anti-nuclear movement in the US and Europe.’ Published|
Midnight Notes with an introduction by Alfredo M. Bonanno. (Elephant Editions: London 1985) An analysis of the class stre
ture and strategy of the anti-nuclear movement in the US and Europe during the 1970’s and "80’s.

Thanks to all those groups and individuals who donated the money that made our travel to this action possible,
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JAILED EDITORS FREED! # BRAKES PUT ON CORPORATE GREED!

WE WON'T SHUT UP!

“I'm delighted m;}! thef;c;elme. T}a’r
imprisonment was disgraceful in the first
place. But I find it very curious it has passed
yet again without comment from our
mainstream media” Judith Vidal-Hall

Deputy Editor, Index On Censorship

In the week that The Sun began
a national campaign to free the fictional
Weatherfield One - Coronation Street’s
Dierdre - aconspiratorial silence greeted
the sensational release of three UK
editors jailed last November.

High Court Appeal Judge, Mr Justice
Smedley, shockefi acourt on Friday by
-“i?“ing the papers for their immediate
release - effectively undermining the
original ruling - just four months into
their three year sentence. -

Atlunchtime on Friday Saxon Wood,
Noel Molland & Steve Booth, the
‘GAndALF ¥, were told they could
ﬁ:ack their bags and were free to go.

heir lawyers had simply put in a
standard bail application to push for a
(still unknown) appeal date.

The journalists, branded ‘terrorists’,
had been jailed for reporting the facts
of direct action protests. Although the
three maintain they didn’t even know
each other, they were found guilty of
“conspiring to incite persons
unknown” on unspecified dates overa
five year period to commit unspecified
criminal damage. Hello, Orwell?

This clear case of denial of free speech
was not lost on Index on Censorship
which reprints samples of the
‘offending” copy, from the radical
journal Green Anarchist (GA) and the
Animal Liberation Front (ALF)
supporters newsletter, on its website
www.oneworld/index oc

The move has led to hope that their
convictions may be quashed, but that
will have to wait for the appeal, and
even possibel retrial. In the meantime,
the trial on the same charges of the
main target Robin Webb (ALF's press
officer) - with possibly Paul Roiers - is
going ahead, starting on 27th April at

'ortsmouth Crown Court. The whole
saga has so far cost the taxpayer over
£4 million!

DON’T JUST READ ABOUT IT. DO IT!

Steve Booth told SchANEWS: “When |
was told I could go the lads in the cells were
cheering. People inside have a defeatest

attutude - but this time it was like “Yes!
You‘ve fought the system!”, I'm completely
shocked and stunned by the whole thing.

The guard said he'd never heard of this
hnprening before. We've heard a rumour
that the reason we "ve been let out was that
Amnesty in the US was about to list us as
political prisoners.

“Iwent into prison with bar of soap, biro
and toothpaste. I came out with four huge
binbags g‘ letters and books

- ve not heard the last from me - jail
is no deterent, Don't do it folks! The next
Lancaster Bomber, Issue 20, will be out as
soonas I can do 1t! “

“l went inside with a
bar of soap, biro and
toothpaste... | came
out with four huge

binbags of letters!”

Saxon Wood told SchNEWS: “I think
it had become too much of a hot potato - so
thanks to SchNEWS and everyone who
supported me. I'm whiting lots o thankg‘ou
notes - if anyone needs a spare organ they
can have one of mine!

Noel Molland told SchNEWS: “If they
uphold the conviction on appeal we could
go back inside. The whole freedom of speech
and implied conspiracy is crazy. Maybe our
release is the whole case starting to unravel
and hopefully Robin will walk.”

* Some of the freed men will now join the
Liberation Tour, a speaking tour of the two
outstanding defendants, Paul & Robin,
from April 6th-17th. Call D956 694922

* A demo will take place outside the court
on the first day of the trial: Mon 27 Apr @
10am, Winston Churchill Plaza.

* London Gandalf Support Campaign
meets on April 28th @ 7pm, Conway Hall.

* For full coverage of the GAnd ALF case, see
SchINEWS website (address on masthead)

* The most infamous case involving the
underground press were the Oz trails. This
week marks 25 years since their first issue
- Happy Anniversary from SchNEWS!

* HOORAY! Congrats to everyone.

CRAP JOB OF THE WEEK
t1£1& yrold). #lﬁ-lgﬁ, 9am-5.30pm
WAGES: £40 a week!

This job was on offer at Pinnacle Office
Equipment, Cardiff (01222) 363738 and

vertised by Career Paths (Cardiffand Vale)
Ltd, a part of the Welsh Office that sends job
details out fo schools and colleges.

Have a crap arrest/sentence/
job? Why not ring the SchNEWS desk!

MAI-DAY DELAYED

Activists campaigning against the
Multilateral Agreement on Investment
(MAD fSchNE%S 141) were celebrating
this week, as the Chairman of the
Negotiating Group Franz Engering
:,an? that the agreement would not now
be signed on April 27th as planned.
This could mean up to a year’s delay
for negotiations, and gives everyone

lenty more time to expose what has
Eeen described as the crudest form of
globalisation yet,

The treaty would give multinationals the
right to sue countries which refused their
investment, regardless of domesticlaw on
labour rights and the environment.

Lack of flexibility by the US was
cited as one of the main obstacles, but
public awareness campaigns forced a
constiutional issue across the world
from New Zealand to Canada, but not
the charter-less UK where Margaret
Beckett backed the monster free trade
treaty and the press stayed silent. This
is despite the 29 richest countries
boasting that they were “writing the
constitution of a single géfbal economy”.

e Howcthi}isis:d‘mfamd tﬁer;t;]
- with even ering admi whether
or not the I\E\‘? I'sgthe tl':mgli t, the

sure by multinationals for a MAHHike
mnvestment treaty will remain.

World Development Movement

25 Beehive Pl London SW9 7QR

0171 737 6215 wdm@gn.apc.org

Corporate Europe Observatory
ceofxsdall.nl
RECLAIM EUROPE!

CARDIFF, JUNE 14-16 1998
info: 0171 272 9333




PEACE DIVIDEND

Faslane Peace Camp are back in court next
Monday (6th) thanks to their solicitors
ing that some of the caravans have been
their so Ioniathe‘ir now count as homes
(instead of what...doughnuts?)
The camp, which has been stationed
outside the Trident nuclear base for the past
16 years was expecting eviction from April

1stbefore the hole was discovered. Fools!
The whole of the UK’s nuclear arsenal is now
stationed there, ite 83% of Scots

to Trident!, The local authority A and
Bute are currently closing schools and cutting
jobs and services because of budget problems
- but can still aPparent]y find the £400,000
estimated to evict the camp. Get up there
now - directions and info ring 01436 B20 901

*People in Lancaster have been
demonstrating evez Friday about nuclear
waste trains going though their town on its
way to Hesham power station, asking ‘what
would happen if a train had an accident?’
Guess what happened last week... Yep, a
nuclear waste train fell off the tracks. More
info BookCellers 01524 849 313

TOOLS OF THE TRADE

Acme Tat Suppliers of Leeds can supply E
activists with their every needs. Their 5
catalogue includes: 10mm Alloy Maillon S
Rapide lock gate £4.50; a Petzl Zoom Head 7
torch £19.50; Wire cutters-folding, heavy duty :
& pocket sized £5.00; Operation Solstice - The
Battle of the Beanfield £10.00; EcoDefense - 3
a Field Guide to Monkey-wrenching £9.50 =

32224

and 100s of other useful campaign stuff. Get ¥

a catalogue from Box R, Cornerstone
Resource Centre 16 Sholebroke Avenue, -
Chapeltown LEEDS LS7 3HB Tel: 0113 #
262! cornerstonefgn.apc.org -
* An awesome list of who to find on UK 3
scanning frequencies can be found at
http://www.chubs.demon.co.uk/
ukscan.htm Tune into the Formula One £
Racing Ligier Team Voice Link, 457. 3125, or 2
check the vodka paﬂg aboard Space Soviet §
Mir Space Station, 142.4000. Disrupt studio &
gmductiun with some obscenities on the
hames TV Production Talkback channel 2
86.8250. Of course you can also pick up the 5
internal chat of all police, army and airforces 5
countrywide - like 78,0250 RAF Greerham =
Common USAF Security Foot Patrols, 76.5000 =
Ruislip MOD Police and 30.5000 London US 2
Embassy Security - but that'd be illegal. This &
info is for fun only. Real!ygomihm!egal £

[ WRITET!

The release of the GANDALF 3 is
important to SchNEWS. It sends a signal
that the underground press cannot be
silenced, and shows why the
umierg:aund press is so important. (We
were the first to report on the trial, the
jailing and the release of the three UK
editors). It's a strong reason why we
should continue. But we can’t without
your help. We are victims of our own
sticcess and we need office help before
we drown in news! Even if you can onl

an hour a week (we can train you
writing & phoning it'd save some
|scribes from an early grave. Thanks. s
all. You can read the 1y bits now.

Subscribe! _ _ _ _ _ ezeombieChom bt dpmis/2atter. =T
Keep SchNEWS FREE! Just send 1st Class stam
you can make copies. Post free to all prisoners.

SchNEWS training day: 15th April. Ring the office to book your place now.

INSIDE SchNEWS

A Chronology of Injustice’ &xbhshed b
‘Legal Action for Women’ (£4.00 ISBN
95177757 2) records the events that led up to
Winston Silcott’s stitch-up for the murder of
ij, B]akeigcfl;l:n the Tmham “giot 'Fﬁ
the age of 1 ice s on Winston,
rﬁiﬂ?a%:huﬁlﬂf lights - from that day on
they never sh:]rzged”. inston’s mother.
book is available from L.A.W. Crossroads
Womans Centre PO Box 287, London NW6
5QU 0171 482 2496.

* ‘Cause For Concern’ is a new book
detailing corruption, stupidity and injustice
intheoourts.Fg'ampy gend%&loNéﬂrﬂl
c/o Gledhow Park Ave, Leeds, L57 4]L (tel/
fax 0113 2620449)

SchNEWS IN BRIEF

Everyone arrested during the Dead
Woman'’s Bottom evictions ( 5151)
have had their charges dropped. Could itbe,
as lawyers believe, because the eviction
contravened articles 6 &8 of the Furopean
Convention on Human R'ﬁle\ta? Campaign
continues with a walk to the Home Office.
Contact: 01749 880 114 *** Congrats! The
second of the Manchester ai cake hole
babies has been born to pink Lizz. Ysobel
Hammmwas 17 days late (the same le
of time the tunnel lasted for) and at the last
moment she ‘locked on’ by wrapping the
cord round her neck! *** Two more animal
rights activists have been arrested under the
Anti-Stalking-law duringacandle-litvi?il at
Comyhau:hg Mink Farm ( SchNEWS 159).
The magistrates then imposed bail conditions
including home residence and a 7.30pm-
7.00am curfew! *** This years Sex Maniac’s
Ball is on Thursday 9th April at the
Powerhouse, Waterden Rd., London E15. It's
Fretty expensive and dress code is Spanish,
etish or sluttish. If interested ring 0171 460
0044 They are now online as well
www. sfc.org. uk *** The Greenwich Green
Party are having a meeting about the
Millenium Dome on 7th Aprrlﬁ at Charlton
House, Charlton Village, London SE7 7pm
0181 850 4187 *** Check out Infonet, now on
its seventh issue with articles on things like,
‘how protests hit company shares’ and a 2
K,e:rhmg‘frinted calendar. “re looking

contributors. PO Box 9228 London NW 1
SWB *** London Greenpeace are at it again.
They have produced a leaflet called ‘What's
wml:g with the Body Shop?’ which points
out that promotion of cosmetics etc. is
une%h:]ca] gai:‘d thﬁt even ctl'laims made about
animal rights and vegetable ingredients are
seriously overrated. For a copy of the leaflet
and a big bumpf of anarchist info send an
Ad sae with a stamp to: , 5 Caledonian
Road, London N1*** London-based group
"Pec;]}ie Like Us” have done a nice little
booklet about the anti-conscription
movement in Spain. It gives an account of
the movement's actions and victories (yes
indeed!) over the past few years, focusing in
particular on the Insumision Total way of
changing the world as the movement goes
further than just fighting conscription, but
building up a culture of resistance. An
mspmnﬁ read, it costs £2 from BCM People
Like Us Publications, London WCIN 3XX***
Don’t forget SchNEWSnight @ The Lift,
Queen’s Rd this Saturday (fth). Music from
Kyra's Tortoise. Buy Saxon a pint (& meet
the Zombie Chef?!) £1 B4 9pm £3/2 after.

S:

(e.g. 20 for next 20 issues) or donations (

doon-ﬂ'le-ﬁddle,EO.BoxMﬁ
Tel/Autofax: +44 (0)1273 685913 GETITEVERY WEEK BY E-MAIL: schnewsfbrighton.co.uk -
SchNEWSsers' bike stolen, urgently needs cheap one ( £40-60) ring Kit at office

WAITING LIST

The Hillingdon Hospital workers who were
sacked over two and a half years ago for
refusinﬁvto take a £40 week wage cut
(SchNEWS 136) are organising a lobby
outside Granada Headquarters, Golden
Square, W1 Wednesday April 8th 12 noon -
2pm. Granada have now taken over the
contract at the hospital and are advertising.
the women’s old jobs despite Granada’'s
Stephanie Monk Leing on the Low Pay
Comission! women recently won their
appeal tribunal for full re-instatement, but the
hospital are appealing the a ! They have
1'efuaim:lt(:-be%oughic:ul:ffml‘J ,000 a striker,
and have led the struggle against low pay.

are desperate for donations, to
¢/ 0 27 Townsend Way, Northwood, Middx,
HA61TG Tel: 0956 135311 1

AGAINST REASON

Ina very unusual move Channel 4 are going
to make a TV apology about the Agains
Nature series, which amongst other things
accused the environmental movement of
being like the Third Reich! The lndﬁ:nden :
Television Comission condemned the series
as distorted and misleading. Peter Melchett
from Greenpeace said “[ have never i i
in more than 20 years, a TV interview m which |
said one thing, had it cut to make it seem
{fI had said mﬂmxgalse The mes ;
inaccurate, anti-envtronmentalist propaganda

DOG FIGHT

Another protest camp has been set up.
outside Huntingdon Death Sciences, that nice
firm that gets by paid by other cosmetic and
medical companies to vivisect monkeys, cats,
dogs, rodents etc. The Camp ice 1
fourth one outside Huntin
up on the one year anniversa
s[rnwing-of C4’s “Its a dogs life’. The
prcgramxnecaused the companies ice
to drop dramatically, and campaign &
hoping the cam, help to act as another
5

FARMYARD POSSE

Exodus, the Luton based party 3
bought Long Meadow farm for £150,000.
They now have 42 people living on the
commune and in to work towards self
sufficiency over the next year *** Brighton'

Innerfield soundsystem have ﬁna]];got&m
rig and records back after the New Years Eve
party - so a great big thank you from Hellish!

And Finally ...

“Is your tap water veggie?’ asks animal
magazine ARCNEWS. Apparently Yorkshire
Water have started to use animal bones to fil
ter their water. So far around 1,750 homes are
getting the meaty aqua and ARCNEWS ad-
vises its readers “miyone living in the above
named areas should not use tap water if they are
ml_eé” Pardon us for being ignorant, but

WS would like to know just how much’
it would cost to have a regular bath in Perrier
water?

ye olde disclaimer

The SchNEWS warns all readers nol o attend any i

gal urlilerdinuyclimiﬂdl:!h’lhﬁ.m

wilhin the law. In fact please just sit in, walch TV and go on
endless shopping sprees, filling your house and lives with
endless consumer crap. Then you will feel content. Honest,

—
able to Justice?) Ask for "Origi "if
i East Sussex, BN2 2DX.
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SHIP SHAKE !

A Canadian, German and two
Beelgan Greenpeace activists were last
w inning a prison sentence in
Canada. The four were sentenced to
21 days and two years probation after
they prevented International Forest
Products clearcuttinf an ancient
rainforest valley by locking onto
machinery (the valleyis home to hitﬁh
populations of griu{'y bears and the
runs of en ered coho salmon)

They had gone to the valley at the
invitation of the Nuxalk First Nation
hereditary chiefs and took part in a
nineteen day blockade in June of last
year. 14 other defendants had the same
sentence suspended, whilst six more,
including chiefs, will stand trial in May.

They were the first Greenpeace
activists to be imprisoned since the
blockage of the radioactive discharge
pipeline at Sellafield ten years ago.

eanwhile in Europe, Greenpeace
have been giving Saga Wind, a shi
bringing timber from the Britis
Colombian rainforest, the runaround.

At Greenock Harbour in Scotland,
four activists occupied the ship’s crane.

An injunction, served after a three
da stalematc, spelt out the cheeky
tec{:mique activists used to occupy the
ships cranes “Four men approached the
vessel dressed in yellow oilskins, wearin
hardhats and carrying clipboards, whereby
they announced £ lves to the captain
of the ship as from the Department of Trade
and Industry.

“The master believing the declaration
true, allowed them board the vessel. They
said to him they understood from
information from Canada there was a
potential lem with the cranes on the
vessel, that they wished to inspect those
cranes. [he master admitted them to ascend
the crane over the hold of the vessel...”

One of the men, Al Baker from
Greenpeace told SchNEWS “I hit the
crane’s emergency stop button. The driver
came oul of the cabin wondering what the

hell was going on. I said “Hello, we're from
Greenpeace’, and walked past him and
locked myself in the cabin.”

And that’s where the activists
remained for three days and two nights
preventing any unloading.

ONTI-COPYRIGHT - INFORMATION FOR ACTION

During this time, Magnet - the UK’s
largest buyer of British Colombian
timber - agreed to stop buying
anymore.*

e ship next met a Greenpeace team
at Antwerp, where they tried to paint
slogans on the ship but were fought
back with water cannons, and barges
which threatened to squash them in
their inflatables, against the ship.

Next stop, Brake in Germany on the
7th April where 6 more activists
attempted to mount the same crane
that had been occupied in Scotland.
However, they were removed on the
same day.

Eighty per cent of the valleys in the
British Colombian temperate rainforest
have already been logged, and
Greenpeace are calling for a
moratorium on the remaining intact
valleys. The government meanwhile
has announced more than 500 changes
to the Forest Practices Code, many
weakening environmental protection.

In the U%( several smaller buyers are
now using sustainably supplied wood,
but Harcross and Jewson are draggi
their heels, although following the
crane antics have now agreed to meet
Greenpeace. If they can be persuaded
to pull out, the end of the UK trade is
nigh, as any remaining smaller
purchasers will not be enough to
warrant delivery here. -

Contact Greenpeace, Canonbur
Villas, London, N1 2PN 0171 865810(

* Good to see Magnet Kitchens getting all
ethical about wood. Pity it doesn’t extend to
the 350 workers they sacked 19 months ago
after they voted to strike over worsening
conditions at work. (Don’t buy their kitch-

ens)
Gandalf Liberation
Tour

comes to Brighton next Thursday,
16th April at Brighton Unemployed
Centre, Tilbury Place 7pm - entrance is
free. Editors of Green Anarchist and the
Animal Liberation Front will be
speaking about the ‘conspiracy toincite’
trials (for simply reporting about direct
actions) a move which has profound
implications for free speech and the
alternative press.

CRAP JOBS

Monday was the Big Day for New La-
bours New Deal we ve heard ru-
mpfﬁ'eealr:‘nog.'locksforlnzugﬂs
in Nottinghamhypnotherapy in
shire for those too scared tomT?;
work. and free cosmetics from Boots
for those to to get a job.

Let the Sc desk know about
your experiences of New Deal

RAP ARREST
il i oo o b
evnchonnShen\f?és later released without
charge.

% TURNIT OFF %

* Telemsion does not relax the human mind.
it subdues if.

White Dot magazine
A study by Roger Putnam at Harvard
University revealed that the

enerations since 1950 have stopped
participating’. People know less and
join in less. From bowling clubs to
national politics, people are staying
home ang doing nothing. The study
isolated a single cause: television.
“Let’s stay at home und watched it on tv.”
Did you know that most people in
Britain, spend four hours a day
watching the box. Media is very big
business.Program makers are
constantly telling us how educational
and informative is, but, just who is
informing us and about what?
“We insist on a Broadcast environmenthat
reinforces our corporate message”
General Electrics Manager .
We are ‘educated” by the “soaps’ to buy
into the lifestyle of the characters,
documentaries are hi-jacked for multi-
national’s interests (Channel 4's Against
Nature) and large amounts of the ‘News’
we watch is often an “opinion from am expert”.
SchNEWS gets countless calls from TV
researchers desperate for, “anyone who can
sound like they know what the're talking about”.
Television's priorities aren’t to give you
what you want but to make profits, "Weare
a compuny geared to increasing revenue for our
shareholders every six months.”
Granada TV.
Recomended Reading: lest Card | -
Television, Mythinformation and Social Control
£4 from AK Press, 22 Lutton Place, Ediburgh, EH8
It's International TV Turnoff Week from
2228 April. Last year four million people
turned off their TVs during the week - to
find out more Contact White Dot, PO Box
2116, Hove, East Sussex, BN3 LR emanl
turnoff@mistral.co.uk www.tvfa oz




Street parties go global

"o reclaim the strees is: to tuke back our pub-
lic space from the deadening strangle-
hold of the car, giving the city u breath of fresh,
festive resistance.”

On May 16th tens of thousands of people
all over the world will take back their streets,
5o far the tally stands at 27 towns and cities
in 18 countries and counting. -

‘Welcome to the Global Btreet Party:
Bogota, Berlin, Biclefeld, Thuringen, Lyon,
Birmingham, Sydney, Tel Aviv, Ceneva,
Turku, Madrid, Ankara, Brisbane, Mel-
bourne, Berlin, Gothenburg, Dublin, Derry,
Seattle, New York, San Francisco, Prague,
Oﬂ;pia Turin, Toronto, Vancouver, Athens...

y 16this also the day that leaders of the
cight mostindustrialised nation-statesin the
world will meet in Birmingham, helping to
increase the pace of the global market
economy, But as the system is global; the resist-
ance, if it is fo be effective, must also be global.

Birmingham Reclaim The Streets May
16th Meet 4pm New Street Station Bring:
clown gear, face paint, custard pies, I'lDiS!
instruments and plenty of imafinaﬁrm.
Don’t forget Cambridge Reclaim The
Streets on Saturday 25th April Meet 1pm
outside the Railway Station. Transport
should be gnini from Brighton - ring
SchNEWS to book a place.

DOCKERS MARCH
FOR JUSTICE

The sacked Liverpool dock workers have
organised a mrdvmmh for Social Justice
on Saturday 30th MayMeet 12 noon at
Thames Embankment (take tube to Temple).
Tel 0181 4420090. To subscribe to the Dockers
Charter send cash to 19Scorton St., Liverpool,
L6 4AS 0151 2073388

* Docker Re-belly-on! During the 28 month
dispute, the picketline munched its way thru,
amongst other things, an anazing 16001bs of
black pudding, 7%]]»: of sausage, 22,922
eggs, 3,213 loaves and 700 Ibs of sugar..

BANGOR EVICTED...

The protestcamp near Bangor, was evicted -

last Tuesday involving over 50 cops and
bailiffs using pressure pointsand quick cuffs
to force protesters out of lock-ons at the
Eithinog housing site. There were 9 arrests,
and 6 required [il()h: ital treatment. A new
camp s being set up this weekend tocontinue
resistance to the greenfield development. A
Day of Action takes place on Monday 13 April
Contact: 01248 351541 Site maobile: 0836
53980 e-mail: jmk@undcb.bangor.ac.uk

...FASLANE SAVED

Faslane peace camp scored a great victo
ths wwk,pfvali:n thn:? shernf th’:ﬁ: out the
Argyll and Bute Council’s eviction order
against the camp outside the Trident War
base. Thecouncil said in theirstatement that
the camp wasa business (selling what?), and
not a home. The judge said that it was
obviously not a business, and rejected the
application! The council have 14 days to
appeal, or they will have to go through the
whole legal process again 01436 1

STOP PRESS:
PEACEHAVEN GREENBELT SAVED!
MORE NEXT WEEK

Shbscribel ... o toumee - o o et

Keep SchNEWS FREE! Just send 1st Class stamps (e.g. 20 fornext 20 issues) or donations (]
you can make copies. Post fiee to all prisoners, &hbﬁﬂw

IN BRIEF

The Lindis Percy v's The National Secu-

riz Agency trial (SchNEWS 160) has been

ed to the 24th April, when Lindis will
find out whether or not she faces prison for
exposing the activities of the Big Brother spy
station at Menwith Hill in Yorkshire.
NSA are so te to see Lindis impris-
oned for removing “illegal by-law si
around the base, that they sent 17 MoD
ers for a day’s outing to the High Court as
witnesses for the prosecution™ An extortion-
ist has threatened to bomb Germany’s rail-
ways unless the operating company,
Deutsche Bahn, pays 1.5 million marks ( half
amillion quid). In a letter to newspapers the
man said?n's actions would be ‘revenge’ for
the train transport of nuclear waste to Ahaus
two weeks ago (SchNEWS 160) ***Comput-
ers! Ananimal rig!'ll.lts group has ht:;me Ieu:rt1 0858
asupply of cheap 486's, they will sup-
p(;rtp‘gg: bu‘;ﬂcroyme w;lzh no software 01
830 842 ***The Welsh Socialist magazine Y
FANER GOCH celebrated its 100th issue in
March and is a eracking good read for any-
one who hasn’t come across it. Look out for
the ‘Shit of the Month’ column and SCALP
(Socialist Campaign Against Low Pay) ex-
posures of evil cowboy Subscription
15 £6 for 12 months, write to: Cymru
PO Box 661, Wrecsam, Cymru, LL11 1QU **
Every last Friday of the month there is a
CRITICAL MASS bike ride in Cardiff at
Ipm. Meet at the museum s near the
ardiff university union (Park Place).™ Like-
wise, on the first Saturday of every month,
starting on May 2nd, Birmi m CRITI-
CAL MASS will be taking a leisurely ride
round the inner ring rong.gMce( at midday,
Victoria Square, city centre *** There’s also a
benefit for the anti northern relief road cam-
ign on April 16th at the Adam and Eve,
radford St, Digbeth featuring Bleeding
Hearts, Raggerty Anne and comedian Mike
Parker 07970 932224 *** Don't forget the
demo at Hillgrove cat-b ing-for-vivisec-
tion Farm on WORLD DAY FOR LAB ANI-
MALS, Saturday 18 April. Meet 1pm at the
Farm gates or call 0 7{' 2783086 for a place
onthe coach from London - £5/ £3 concs ***
SchOOOPS! (Re: SchNEWS 161) Sack the
webmaster! The scanning frequencies can be
found at http:/ / www.chubs.demon.co.uk/
ukscan.htm
The solidarity GAndALF site is:
www.oneworld.org/ index_oc. We'll take
more care. Sorry.

CROP CHOP

Fife Farth Iirst! have been targeting the AgrFoo
oilseed rape test crop in Scotland. First they
marked the test site with a large red X and
s the field us a biohazard. Then they
held a festival und protest march to the site, where
under the guze of local coppers, proceeded to pull
out the mutant plants to stop them flowering and
sprmdfn%'grmiu pollution! 01334 47741

* Global Dags of Action against Genetic
Engincering 15 - 30th April. Contact GEN
0181 374 9516

* “What Next’ have produced some inter-
estin .-elickyf;fmduct’ abels for dodgy mu-
tant foodstuffs 0171 865 8222

Next SChNEWS
Training Day

Wednesday 15th Apnil 12Noon, ring now
to book your place

'S, /o on-the-fiddle, PO. Box

. prisonauthorities at first said that the 40 year-

Stately Roams

Lots of interest from chaps in our lit-
tle"Visit the Rich’ item! Former nice See.
Nicholas Soames was so upset after Mark
Thomas took a to his buffet that

yed up £8,000 in taxes. His dear old mum
ﬁminmlvedm&esmm)ﬁid before
any oiks came calling, and his bro’ Rup

aid up after displaying his bits inacarp
B\Ye will continue to print the list but i
want your own, write to: Dispatches - Th
Lie of the Land, PO Box 400, on W12
BUF (£1 post) www.channeld.com/ news/
dispatches/ index(4. htm]
his weeks potential host is Lo
Cavendish, ex-English Heritage com
sioner and Director of Nirex UK. Ltd (

clear waste) drop in to Holker Hall,
Over-Sands, Crumbria, LA11 7PL Tel: 01
58328 March-October daily except Sats.

INSIDE SCHNEWS

Merle Africa from the black radical
logical group MOVE died in Cambri
Springs Prison on Friday 13th March. The

old woman had died of ‘tumours’, but this
was later ¢ to natural causes. a
Merele was one of the MOVE 9, fou
uilty of murdering a police officer in 19
%.ftﬂr_a siege lasting nearly four months (be
cause of a housing code violation!) over
hundred heavily armed police surrou
their home.When the twelve adults an
eleven young children took refugue in
basement, fire department water canno
were used to flush them out. Cops then
a “mad minute” exercise wildly firing
their weapons despite the fact that they wer
in positions directly opposite one another.
As the smoke cleared realised they had
killed one of their own, and injuredsixotiﬁ
cops and fireman. Police swifly bulldozed
the crime scene, then charged nﬁ'theM 33
adults with murdering the cop - despite tl
bulletentering the of his head atad
ward angle. If MOVE members had fired
would have been shot i the front of his body
Contrast these sentences to the scene in
1985, when another one of the MOVE homes.
was bombed by the Philadelphia authorities
using a helicopter, killing eleven adults and
chilcﬁ'm The people responsible were even-
tually brought to court - and let off with a
one dollar a week fine. Friends of MOVE,
PO Box 14129, London, England, W12 8GR
‘Dark Night field notes’- isa highly rec-
ommended azine on the privitisation |
and brutilization of the American prison sys-
tem. Send £5 which should also cover post-

S e s
AND FINALLY...

A Sri Lankan man | ed with theft, w!
threw a plastic bag ata policeman when ask
to step into the witness box, pave the cou
more than they bargained for. The bag, fillec
with human faeces, hit one of the court fans,
got entangled and showered the entire court
with shit. |

The man, Subhasinghe Premasiri, was re-
manded by the chief magistrate for insulting
the dignity of the court, which had to be
dmneg before proceedings could continue,

disclaimer

Even though this activity will holp bring change i an npﬂ'
warld Lam foreed o state that 1 do net condone Megal acts because
il might et e in trouble with the authorities. onesti

yabie 0 Justice?) Ask for "Oripinale” i
, Brighton, East Sussex, BN2 2DX.

IfAutofax: +44 (0)1273 685913 GETIT EVERY WEEK BY E-MAIL: schnews@brighton.co.uk E
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1. ORGANISE A MEETING. You've
talked about it down the pub with a few mates.
You all think it’s a great idea. There are a few
more people you can think of who’d be inter-
ested. So just get on with it - it’s not going to
happen otherwise. Fix a date, time and venue
(could be someone’s house, it’s not a public
meeting). Leave the possibilities wide open. It’s
important for everyone involved to have had a
say in the shaping of the project from the start.

2. GET IT ALL SORTED. There’s no
point in having your founding moment and then
coming away having vaguely agreed to do some-
thing soon. Probably. When we’ve got our act
together. The minimum you should have agreed
is a name and address, which in turn will allow
you to set up a building society account in your
newsletter’s name. We use a PO Box, which
costs about fifty quid a year. We had to chip in
up front to start it but donations over the next
12 months covered the renewal (just). It would
probably be better to have an actual local street
address, not just to save cash but so people could
drop stuffin by hand and bypass the official mail
system. >

3. THINK OF A GOOD NAME. OK,
maybe you can’t take that advice from a group
with a title like The Pork-Bolter. But itis a genu-
ine historical nickname for Worthing people and
the piggy identity has provided us with hours
of puns. The main requirements are that it
should be a local name and that it shouldn’t put
people off reading your stuff by being too overtly
political. This may not come naturally to most
would-be rabble-rousers, but you are address-
ing ordinary people here and not fellow subver-
sive scum. On the same lines, there is no need
to invent a separate name for the group produc-
ing the newsletter. It may well prove an own
goal to declare that ON THE BOG - What’s
Going Down In Little Bogweed, is published
by the South Bogshire Emiliano Zapata Revo-
lutionary Militia Propaganda Outreach Cell.

4. THE NITTY-GRITTY. Thinking of a
name is the fun bit and may well take up 95%
of your opening meeting (if you let it). But
you’ve also got to start thinking about boring
detail, like what size is the newsletter going to

A SURVIVAL GUIDE

be, how often will it come out, how many will
you get printed and so on. Without wanting to
come across all sycophantic, we were greatly
inspired by the example of Sch-you-know-who
in our inception and had no qualms about bla-
tantly copying their format. You’d be amazed
how much you can fit on a double-sided piece
of A4. As far as frequency is concerned, once a
month seems about right for us. Quantity is ob-
viously limited by funds. Try getting 500 done
to start with, then up it to 1,000 or more if your
distribution is working. Another advantage of
the double-sided A4 format is that it is easy to
photocopy and you may well be able to supple-
ment your print run with the help of office-
worker volunteers (and various people will be
busy copying and distributing them around their
mates and colleagues who you won’t even know
about...).

5. PRINTING. Cheap photocopying/print-
ing is hard to come by, but very useful. Don’t
Jjust rush out to the nearest High Street print
shop. Ask around for ideas about cheaper op-
tions. Try your local student union or college
print department or local resource centre. If all
else fails, why not bring out the newsletter at
whatever cost and appeal to readers for leads
on cheaper printing. You never know who will
come forward.

6. PAYING FOR IT. You’ll probably find
yourselves fulfilling this role. But spread be-
tween the group members it doesn’t come to
much. If you meet at someone’s home instead
of the pub, you'll have probably paid for the
next issue from what would have been spent at
the bar. Other costs may well be covered by do-
nations/subscriptions once you’ve got going.

7. GETTING IT OUT. Distribution is a
piece of cake when it’s free. It’s just a question
of getting them all out into the hands of the lo-
cal population. You can do that most directly
by standing in the town centre and thrusting
them rudely into people’s hands (with a smile
on your face). And you can leave them in pub-
lic places like the library or town hall (small
amounts but frequently - they tend to get re-
moved). Ask in shops if you can leave a pile on
the counter. And in pubs. You’ll be surprised at
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NEWSLETTERS

the positive reaction to a lively local newslet-
ter. Keen people should also be able to subscribe
for a small charge to cover the postage (though
since they're local you could drop them in by
hand and save the stamp).

8. CONTENTS. You'd forgotten about
that small detail, hadn’t you? What do you put
in the bloody thing? This should not really be a
problem for anyone who’s got as far as even
thinking about doing a newsletter. First of all
you read all the mainstream local papers. And
then you get very angry with all the stuff the
council’s up to and the MP is spouting on about.
And then you don’t just forget about it and re-
solve not to read annoying local papers any
more, but instead you cut out the relevant bits
and bring them along to the next newsletter
meeting. And everyone else agrees and says how
crap the council is and takes the piss a bit and
someone else has cut a bit out of The Big Issue
which sort of fits in. Meanwhile, a person with
biro-manipulating skills writes down the best
bits. And lo, the contents start to emerge. Add
in your own little campaigns (anti-GM, anti-
CCTV, anti- negative attitudes etc), plus titbits
about worthy local groups (Friends of the Earth,
animal welfare etc etc) and you’ve got a news-
letter.

9. CAMPAIGNS. Gives a positive focus
amidst all the sniping from the sidelines. But
obviously depends on what’s happening locally.
And what your into.

10. KEEP IT LOCAL. Forget the recom-
mendation to act locally and think globally. You
have to start thinking locally as well. Only then
can you go on to draw your political conclu-
sions. For instance, trying to persuade people
here that global capitalism is a bad thing be-
cause it is destroying the Amazon rainforests is
3 waste of time. But talk about the way that

8 ¥ o

money-grabbing property developers are al-
lowed to build all over green spaces on the edge
of your town and your readers will then under-
stand why you then call for an end to the rule of
greed and money over people and countryside.
In your newsletter your views can clearly be seen
as common sense. You are normal and the coun-
cil/property developers/Government are the out-
siders - reversing the way radical views are con-
ventionally presented. Use words like ‘we’ and
‘our’ a lot.

11. HAVE A LAUGH. A jokey approach
makes people read your newsletter and explodes
certain ill-founded stereotypes about types in-
volved in radical political initiatives. Could be
a problem. though, if your group does in fact
happen to be entirely composed of humourless
left-wing gits.

12. LAW-ABIDING. Remember that you
can get done for libel if you make certain claims
about individuals. Get round this with humor-
ous digs and heavy use of satire and sarcasm
(think Private Eye, Have 1 Got News For You
etc). It is worth knowing that vou cannot libel a
council - so go for it!

13. MEDIA. You yourselves are the new
media for the town, so you don’t need to worry
about publicity. But if they want to give a rival
organ a boost. that’s just dandy.

14. CARRY ON PUBLISHING! There will
be ups end downs. New people will join your -
circle. Others will drift away. It might seem like -
nobody’s taking any notice of you at all. But in
fact your subversive message will be permeat-
ing the very fabric of your community. It’s got
to be worth it. i

Contact The Pork-Bolter at PO Box
4144, Worthing BN14 7EP or e-mail (pork-
bolter@worthing.eco-action.org) Website at
http://www.worthing.eco-action.org/,
porkbolter 5 \
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ROTARY CHIEF TRIES TO BAN WORTHING’S GREEN BANK HOLIDAY BASH

A SURPRISE comedy act was top of the bill at
Worthing’s Eco-Festival in Homefield Park. But
Rotarian clown Ron Noakes didn’t turn up to make
people smile. He was trying to get the event banned
at the last minute!

Not only was this astonishing attack on Friends of the Earth
completely ignored by the local mainstream media, but they
couldn’t even bring themselves to report that this unique and
newsworthy Festival had so much as taken place.

This is the disgraceful truth behind events at Homefield Park on Monday
August 31, hidden so far from the thousands of Worthing p=ople who will have
seen and enjoyed the superb environmental showcase laid on for their benefit by

The background to the shameful episode was of many months of uncontrover-
sial and painstaking preparation. Following last year's Eco-Festival, organisers
once again went through all the proper procedures to hold the event on a comer of
the park on the same day as the Rotary Club.

Everything had gone to plan, the weather forecast was good, vol were

RON’S BIG EGO-FESTIVAL

just beginning to set things up for the bank holiday fun, when in walked Ron
Nogkes, chairman of Worthing Rotary Fair. Witmesses say he had obviously
taken an instant dislike to the al ive goings on shaping up for the festival and
projected bad vibes before he even opened his mouth.

This is perhaps not surprising, for we have since found out that he is an gx-
sopper and the state-enforcers-in-blue are already well known to our readers (and
the world as a whole) for their fun-busting frolics.

‘When he did speak, the verbal diarrhoea lasted for 20 unsavoury minutes, cul-
minating in the immortal rant: ‘I work for 24 hours a day, you lot just claim the
dole!”, Wrong. Ron! Firstly, many of those involved have full-time jobs, secondly if
you really worked 24 hours a day you would undoubtedly be degd, which while
arguably not a bad thing in itself would have made it impossible for you to be
standing there picking fights with common unwashed eco-swine!

Ron, representing a charitable organisation. then made even more
of an authoritarian fool of himself. He and his mates told FoE volunteers they
couldn't sell their vegetarian food because there was a burger van on the Rolary
Fair site (although the burger man himself did not object) and later tried to stop
Brighton’s Anarchist Teapot cafe stall from selling food by calling in Health and
Safety inspectors - who promptly issued them with a certificate to say they could
carry on!. _mnxmﬂm He still had not had enough and also accused FoE of

R e
= = = X _| ?
Rotary arm of the state:

IT'S not just the Eco-Festival that Ranting Ron and his chums want to police.
They've also got it in for car boot sales| Revealed The Worthing Guardian in
the week before the Eco-Festival: “The Rotary Club of Worthing is the first
organisation to adopt a local code to stop car boot sales being used to sell coun-
terfeit and stolen goods...The organisers are expected to write down the vehicle
registration mark, record and verify the seller’s name and address, ensure the
seller displays his'her name on the stall and make the information available to
the police, tradi dards or the Benefits Agency if required.” And there in
print is Ron himself, declaring : “We do not want any bargains being offered at
the expense of creating a victim of crime,”

Victim of crime, indeed! Ron is just helping out our old mate Big Brother
in his manic crusade to have fofal control pver - and in this case 10
tax every last penny anyone scrapes in or to deduct it from their social security!
Ron obviously is still a copper at heart and want to make the Rotary Club a vol-
unteer arm of the state, a sort of Dad’s Gestape keeping us all in line. This
might all seem a bit strange for people used to thinking of the Rotarians as nice
harmless people who raise cash for charity. But there has always been a dodgy
side to the organisation, It is not a little local group, but an intemational organi-
sation based in America (of course!) and explicitly, according to our dictionary,
for “professional and business men™. There is also known to be a certain overlap
in membership with the Masons, whose attitudes the Rotarians ape.

At the end of the day, it's down to the local Rotarians to make their position
clear. They can stick with Ron and make enemies of half the town, or they can
make it publicly known that they don't wamt anything 1o do with his police state
mentality and just want to carry on raising cash for good causes. We look for-
ward fo their response!

Just keep porking

THANK you so much for sharing this issue of The Pork-Bolter with us. If you
wanl 1o make sure of getting a copy of issue 12, simply send us a stamped self-
addressed envelope. To get the next 6 issues send a donatien of at least £2 to
cover costs. Any extras always needed and gratefully received. Back issues 1-10
still available. Cheques and postal orders should be made payable to The Pork-
Bolter. Drop us a line at PO Bax 4144, Worthing, West Sussex BNI4 TNZ.

® You can also visit our new website on hitp:/members. xoom.com/porkbolter/
or communicate with us via e-mail (porkbolter@xoommail.com).

Spread the word - photocopy this bulletin and pass it on!

lie-bins from his fair. In fact they had been donated by a council
Rotarian! Wrong yet a-porkin’-gain, Ron!, Final act of self-humiliation was to
physically run away from a FoE he’d woken up too early in the moming, thus eam-
ing himself M Nickname Rocker Ron,

These were matched by certain other Rotarians, with reports of
threats to have lorries drive over people's tents and attempts to stop Eco-Festival
stall-holders coming into the park. But the event went ahead and was a total tri-
umph for FoE's Sophie and her tireless team of co-workers. If it had doubled in size
since last year, it had more than doubled its attendance, support and popularity.
When else in Worthing can you listen to pedal-powered music, learn circus skills
for free, listen to story-telling, eat healthy food, get clued up on healing, watch chil-
dren get excited about a whole lot of green-flavoured stuff...?

The atmosphere was only spoilt by the arrival in lhe park of the convoy of
mﬂsswe lorries pulling the Rotary floats. An intrusive, noisy, nesious, crap-belch:

 waste of fime and space. E]u. Ello, Ello! Sounds
llke someone else we know!

it’s

a bmlu Sarge!
Deavfon cut- ouAhn?’

own

here and they’ve all got

unauthorised veggie

burgers!

Not cut-out for police work

LAST month we revealed that Sussex Police Chief Constable Paul Whitehouse
wanits (o be able to flog off, 1o the media, video footage of the public shot by
those lovable CCTV cameras now installed in all our towns. But we reckon he
could make a lot more money selling the global rights to the endlessly entertain-
ing activities of his own bungling boys in blue. Latest outbreak of high farce was
in Billingshurst, where a Police Specta] from the Ste:-'mng station sponed a fig-
ure in a High Street shop one evening, reported the Wesr Sussex County Times.
Without further ado, he immediately sounded a full-scale alent and brought re-
inforcements dashing to the scene from all directions. The suspect turned out to
be a life-sized cardboard promotional cut-out of TV personality Angus Deayton.
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GARDENING

Some people say that the most effective way
to save the planet is to farm our lands in an
organic environmentally sensitive way. We all
know the infinite advantages of organically
produced food. but why spend a fortune on organic
fruit and veg? Its ofien from miles away. over
packed. expensive. a bit manky by the time we get
it and in some areas only available from supermar-
kets. Who wants to give their cash to Sainsbury’s
for spuds from Israel. broccoli from Spain and
carrots from Holland. Again and again the
message is simple - grow it yourself!

Producing your own food is a top buzz! Not
only is it one of the most direct and personally
responsible forms of NVDA, but it saves money
(especially if you are growing more expensive or
rarer varieties). keeps you fit. reduces food miles to
food inches. tastes better. teaches you lots and is a
whole lot easier than people think.

Professional gardeners and gardening books
have done a lot to portray food growing as
something which only an experienced producer
with a hundred acres. and tons of machinery and
biocides. should even consider taking on. Small
time growers are often poo-pooed and people with
no access 1o land oficn give up before they've
started.

But there is so much that can be produced
with minimum space: mushrooms in the airing
cupboard or on an old compost heap. endless
summer salads from just six or seven square feet.
pots of jam from just one mature currant bush.
sprouted seeds from anywhere you can fit a jam jar
and huge tomatoes in the cab of a parked up truck.
Try not to get disheartened by lack of space. It is
quite incredible the yields that can be obtained
from the tiniest plot. or even urban balcony..

There are many opportunities to get access
to land. If you live in a town. you should be able to
get an allotment. These are wonderful places to
meel other gardeners. swap plants and pick up
tips. These green oases are under constant threat
from developers. so having an allotment is one of
the best ways of protecting their survival.

Another option is to use other people’s land.
Ask to use a neighbours abandoned garden.
advertise for one, or even squat!

WWOOF (Willing Workers On Organic
Farms) is an ace scheme that places people who
want to garden or farm organically. both nationally
and internationally. on fix-it-yourself placements.
Placements can last from two days to years, usually
for bed and board. A brilliant way to travel and
grow!

There are several books. “The Permaculture
Plot - a guide to Permaculture in Britain™. and
“The Organic Directory - your guide to buying
natural foods™ which lists organic farms and small
holdings that take working visitors. Similarly.
Diggers and Dreamers - a guide to Communal
Living lists intentional communities. of varying
type. who may take visitors. Although these
options are nowhere near as the same as having
vouwrown garden. they can offer experience.
contacts and a chance to get started.

So. even if you haven’t got a garden. go on
get growing! Grow some of your own. healthy.
chemical free. food. even collect vour own seed.
enjov vourself and help to save the planet! Try it
its not hard!

WWOOF tel: 01273 476 286

National Society of Allotment Growers

tel: 01536 66576

Permaculture Association

tel: 01654 712 188

Henry Doubleday Research Association

tel: 01203 303 517

Soil Association

tel: 0117 929 0661

The Permaculture Plot - a guide to 1
Permaculture in Britain

ISBN 1 85623 0104

Diggers and Dreamers - a guide to
Communal Living ISBN 0 9514945 46
Organic Directory - vour guide to natural

Joods ISBN 1/900322/03/X




Friday April 17th 1998,

www.cbuzz.co.uk/SchNEWS

=~ WAKE UP! WAKE UP/ IT'S YER SUPER DOOPER SNOOPIN'

hNEWS

FROM MOSSIDE TO MOSCOW EVERY WEEK

-
Ra

Issue 163 Free/Donation

WAR ON WHARFIES

“This is probably the most important
struggle fﬂp;ogenegatfon, If the %t of
workers to unite and bargain collectively
goes, then hope for a just and decent Aus-
tralia goes too” :

Professor Donald Brook

“Workers are criticised for %{'n on
strike, but what else can we do? We 50:1’1‘
have guns to protect our jobs, our families
and our livelihoods. We to be reason-
able, we try to talk things through. But the
eople we are up against are gung-ho -
they Il stop at nothing.”
Nj‘% oombs National Secreta
aritime Union of Australia (MUA

Australia was last week lunged into
the middle of massive industrial con-
frontation similar to the British Miners
Strike of 84/5. During the Easter week-
end hundreds of police with dogs
stormed the Port Botany docks in Syd-
ney, in the middle of the night, to help
give 1400 dockworkers their marching
orders. One docker commented, “There
were guards and dogs everywhere. It was
like a military ton.”

Ex-Merchant Banker and Chairman
Chris Corrigan of the dock-owners
Patrick Stevedores, said the men had
to go because they were getting paid
too much - a bit rich coming from some-
one who owns a villa and vineyard in
Italy, and both a multi-million dollar
waterfront mansionand Victorian man-
sion in Sydney.A sacked docker said

“It’s like World War Three.”

Riot police with batons have broken
up picket lines, which have also had
scab trucks driven at them and mace
sErayed in members faces. In Brisbane
20 sacked dockers chained themselves
to a railway track to prevent a train
from entering a dock, while in Mel-
bourne, 2,500 protesters marched on
the office of Workplace Relations Min-
ister Peter Reith, the man who an-
nounced the sackings in the first place.
Court injunctions are preventing dock-
ers from being on the picketlines, so
dockers’ wives and girlfriends are
forming picketlines with other union
members, some from overseas.

In a parallel to the 28 month Liver-

ool dock dispute women have formed
E‘Vornen of the Waterfront (WOW) . “We
know the true picture, the shift work, the
overtime, the gﬂgerous and dirty condi-
tions, the tiredness due to irregular work
patterns, the disruption of family life and
stress due to crpemﬁn&{lar e machinery,”
said Janet Bevan of 0&/.

Meanwhile industry is declaring the
waterfront dispute near crisis point,
with Toyota warning it will soon be
forced to stop its Melbourne production
line and lay off about 2,500 workers.

SOME HISTORY

The dispute has been planned b
Patrick Stevedores for months wit
help from the Federal government
which promised to back the firm “fo the
hilt”. Meanwhile the conservative Na-
tional Farmers’ Federation has been
l)romisirlg the dockworkers for some

ime to expect para-military mercenar-
ies! Just like the dock dispute in Liver-
pool they want to smash the union, cut
wages and increase casual labour. With
$100 million to bankroll its operation,
the company has been recruting strike-
breakers including SAS soldiers (with
adverts in the The Army newspaper),
ex-police and martial arts experts.

n September last year the MUA got
hold of a copy of a ‘confidential’ docu-
ment being circulated by the Austral-
ian Chamber of Commerce. This talked
of hiring private security firms to spy
on strikers, sending threatening letters
to employees’ homes (in the hope of
their families reading them!), and tak-
ing out endless court actions to cripple
the unions finances.

* Captain Bill Bolitho,critic of the govern-
ment’s shipping reform policy has warned
“The world’s shipping industry is run by pi-
rates, taxdodgers and tyrants who shamelessly
exploit crew and pollute our oceans and shores.
That the Australian Government wants to in-
vite them onto our coastline and that Austral-
ians knowingly charter their vessels is ‘evil'
Fab website on:

*http:/ /headlines.yahoo.com/
Full _Coverage/faunz/
australian_waterfront_standoff/ http://
www.users.bigpond.com/Takver/soap-

TI-COPYRIGHT - INFORMATION FOR ACTION

Un-OK UK

With every hour that passed last year an-
other three people were deported from the
UK

1997 saw the highest ever number of
deportations (30,61 5gpe2§1c) our democratic
country has so far meted out. But statistics
don’t reveal the heartache of families torn
apart with husbands separated from their-
families who are then placed in sex segre-
Eﬂled detention centres (prisons). New La-

sur have proved to be no better than the
Tories in their cold and heartless treatment
of Asylum Seekers who in most cases have
come here trying to escape from cold and
heartless treatment by their own Govern-
ments. Many are traumatised by mental and
flh sical abuse when they arrive and need

o be treated with kindness and compassion,
not the type of qualities yer average Group 4
prison warder is likely to possess. Since com-
ing to power New Labour have been beef-
ing up immigration laws. The latest horror
story is a proposal by Michael O'Brian ( Min-
ister for Immigration), dear old Michael
wants to open up Reception Centres, the dif-
ference between these and existing detention
centres is in the way arrivals will be classed.
At the moment there are two categories, ‘Asy-
lum seekers’, who are escaping a political
situation and ‘Refugees’, who are escaping
famines, civil war etc. Asylum seekers are
putin centres if immigration has any doubts
about their story but the new proposal is to
lock up everyone as soon as they arrive re-
gardless of their circumstances

Nine former detainees of Campsfield
Detention Centre in Oxfordshire were
charged for riot and violent disorder, after
being involved in a protest against the inhu-
mane treatment they receive at Campsfield.
Four of the nine have been on hunger strike.
Two have been in suicide-watch “strip cells”,
one of whom is only seventeen.

Demos on 29 April 530 - 6.30 at 60 Ladgate
Hilland the first day of the trial, 1 June at 8.30am
at Oxford Crown Court, St Aldates. **Monthly
demos also take place at Campsfield House. Con-
tact“The Campaign to Close Campsfield ‘formore
info, or to receive their booklet “Information on
Campsfield” (€2 d ) on: (01865) 558145/
557282/ 378734

“*Britain’s first “child jail” opened this
week near the Kent village of Borstal. The
“experiment” will keep 12-14 year olds “brisk
and busy ", according to Group 4 who will be
running the regime. The Medway Secure
Trainee Centre is likely to be the first of man
children’s prisons, with the Government al-
ready committed to building another fou




CANNAB-ICE

The Hemp Food Association are planning
to tour the UK selling hemp ice cream from
a bright yellow van painted with luminous

hemp leaves! Staff are to be dressed in
mp, with hemp and silk underwear. “Itis
obligatory that staff shall also wash their hands

face with Hemp , and their hair with
Hemp shampoo. How could we serve the
public from our He Shelves, standing on Hemp

carpets?” The world's first Hemp ice-cream
is sold in ‘Mr Whippy’ style cones using UK
cold-pressed hemp as the base. Also a vegan
hard ice-cream shall be sold in tubs with
hemp milk as its base. It is not known if con-
sumption of cannabis is also obé%;ory! To
book the ice cream van contact Paul on 436748,

SEM TERROR

Two leaders of the Sem Terra (MST) landless

asant movement were shot dead on 26th

arch by farmers attempting to clear 550
families from the Goias II farm in the northern
region of Parauaupas. After MST negotiators
a%med to end the occupation of the 1,487 acres
of agricultural wasteland, 30 armed farmers
opened fire on the crowds as military police
looked on. Over the last two years 30
agricultural workers have been murdered by
corrupt landowners and military junta over
land rights. Demands for self recognition,
agricultural reform and land settlements has
seen 140,000 families occupy 200 stretches of
land across Brazil in the last year alone. While
90% of Brazilians believe the Sem Terra struggle
isjustified, the military oligopoly are engaging
in a campaign of state sponsored killings to
stop them being heared. Contact:
Friends of the Brazilian landless 0181 374 1290

TATCHELL IN THE CHAPEL

Gay rights campaigners disrupted the
easter service of the Arch Bishop of Canter-
bury Dr. Carey on the most important da
in the Christian calender. Peter 'Fatchell a
mates invaded the pulpit to inform Carey’s
congration about the anti-gay preachings of
the Church of England which opposes,
amongst other things, gay foster parents,
equal opportunities at work and gay clergy.
A senior cop and stewards manhandled ]
protesters off the pulpit showing true
christian spirit by hammering on Peter’s
hands till he let go of a pillar. Tatchell has
now been charged with violent behavior,
while another man was arrested on suspi-
cion of damaging a microphone.

STOP PRESS:

*Local Campaigners at North Muskham, Not-
tinghamshire, are to lose their local wildlife site
to housing. There's ‘a very squattable farm-
house is on offer in a desirable location’. Con-
tact 01636 679977 / 0467 317649.
*Two coppers, unable to prevent 800 people enjoy-
ing a free party in St [ves, decided if you can’t beat
em join and were seen dancing wildly to beats in
excess of| 50bpm.
*A camp has been set up in Cob, Ireland,

inst the Electricity Supply Board and their
plans to erect a fifteen mile ring of pylons
around Cork harbour Electo magnetic Eelds
could affect residents health and campaign-
ers are asking them o lay the cables under-
ground. To get to the camp from Cork follow
signs to Footbridge Wildlite Park. A train runs
from Cork to Foot Site mobile + (088) 2626377
Office + (087) 451065
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SChNEWS in brief

St John Ambulance volunteers are out-
raged at the government’s decision to intro-
duce VAT on Resusc Annies, the dolls used
in resuscitation training, on the grounds that
they are no longer considered medical equip-
ment. What they are now is anybody’s guess!
i Calling all FOOTBALL addicts: Between
the Lines is holding The 1998 Loony Left Cup
on Sunday 7th June on Clapham Common.
The tournament will start at 11am, with two
groups of 6 teams each, and was a huge suc-
cess in September last year. 7-a-side teams
wishing to enter this year should send a
cheque for £14 asap to Between the Lines,
Box no.32, 136 Kingsland High St, London,
EB 2NS *** 29 activists appeared for trial in
Chesterfield on 7th April following an ac-

tion at an opencast mining site owned by H -

] Banks. The defendants succeeded in stump-
ing the prosecutor, embarrassing the local au-
thorities and costing £350k so far! *** The first
issue of URGENT, newsletter of the Urban
eration and Greenfield Environment
NeTwork - who are out to promote sustain-
able and appropriate housing policies which
contribute to urbanc:inewal - 15 out now and
very reasonably priced at nothing. To our
h:"zis on it tl%Pugh you shoul getg?)tg the
network, £5 individual, ESEFWP' Write to:
Urgent, ¢/ 0 26-8 Underwood St, London, N1
7]Q*** Sunday 26th April sees a Chernobyi-
Twelve Years On commemorative event at
Methodist Central Hall, Westminster. Call
01457 863534 or 01691 777318 *** For anyone
concerned about the US's plans to legislate
against existing organic standards, a world
day for action has been set for Thursday 30th
April. People are needed to picket US em-
bassies everywhere under the slogan 8.0.8.
Save Organic Standards! Contact
<alliance@mr.net> (sorry no ‘phone no. in-
cluded) *** Brighton dance monsters should
not forget The Dance Parade UK'’s benefit
night at The Honey / Comber Club, Seafront
Arches on the last Thursday of every month.
Thursday 23 April hosts BOOTLEG - A
Techno Special, 10 til very late, £3/£2concs,
feat. Julia Decay, D] New Labour, Da:Void,
Cat Monsume & Nick Spice *** Wolverhamp-
ton are holding their first Reclaim the Streets
on May 9th. Meeting at 12 noon St Peter’s
uare near the Civic Centre. Contact 0961

: for more details. Expecta BIG party!™*
Another party is for the launch of Brightons’
Alternative Market, music and circus per-
formers will be there but any one who wants
to perform is welcome. Festivities start
11.00am Sunday 26th April** Wolverhamp-
ton are holding their first Reclaim the Streets
on May 9th.Meeting at 12 noon St Peters
Square near the Civic Centre. Contact Victor
on (961 838508 for more details. Expect a BIG party!

A death in the family.
A muchloved activist, Dave ‘Sorted’ Richards
died in his sleep-on Saturday night. A
commited and active campaigner Dave was
very active at Manchester Airport, Faslane
and Lyminge. The police and Highways
Agency showed his fellow campaigners the

depth of their compassion by having his
house bulldozed 3 days after his death,
presumably because it was full of lock-ons
and tunnels and on the route of the B*ham.
relief Rd There will be a gathering to scatter Daves
ashes at Ipm on Friday 24th April at the
Greenwood camp. Contact 07970 53224/301978

WS, c/o on-the-fiddle, PO. Box

RAP A

- For suspidon of burgling an empty
buliding using a three and a half k
soundsystem. The usual over the
top cops In a dozen vehicles with
dogs ralded a free party in Brighton
on Saturday before a tune had even
been played by
Soundsystem. SChNEWS asks are
burglars now using soundsystems
Instead of crowbars to get Into

bulldings?
- For criminal damage to a
microphone (see Tatchell In chapel)

Inside SChNEWS

Justice in the case of Metin Goktepe? A Turki
court found five cops guilty with torturing and killi
the Journalist Metin Goktepe. He was arrested
years ago after he reported police brutality during
funeral of two political prisoners who died in poll
custody in Istanbul, and later found dead in a
near a police station. A massive internationa
campaign forced the Turkish authorities to take
investigations against police whoat first claimed tl
were innocent, but later said his death was an acad
- they had only wanted to torture him! Some offia
got seven years each, five more walked free.

Meanwhile eight Turkish students are still in pris
for unfolding a banner in the Turkish parliam
against university fees. They were arrested,

ood

student protests against this were met with massive:
police brutality, with 370 more students arrested.
Kurdish Information Centre 0171 250 1315

*In Salt Lake City, Utah, ALF activist Josh Ellerman’
pleaded guilty to three of sixteen charges relating
the bombing of a Fur Co-op and has received a
year sentence. If found guilty of all the charges
could have faced 175! Josh goes down on 6th M
and his brother Colby is already serving 2 years for
a mink raid. Write in support to: Clinton {Colb
Ellerman ¢/ o Salt Lake County Jail, 450 South
East, Salt Lake City, UT B4111-3207.

*Free to all prisoners, the new CONVICTION
newsletter is out now and shouldn’t be missed. The
newsletter needs serious input so if you can
DTP or sub-editing skills or ideas get in touch rig
away. Failing that, donate/subscribe! Send £5
unwaged) for the next 4 issues to Conviction, X
Box 522, Sheffield, S1 3FF (email
Conviction®racheland t.co.uk)
* The Anarchist Black Cross’ new prisoner
is out now (donations very welcome!), anyo
wanting a copy should write to BABC, PO :
2971, Brighton, BN2 2TT. =
* New ABC Group -Somerset ABC PO Box 478
Taunton Somerset TA2 7YR

...and finally.
In a bid to become “the world's first r.a on
neutral football club” Fulham have teamed up
with the Environmental Task Force. The club
aim to plant more trees around Fulham as
well asa planting a whole forest shaped to
the letters FFC under the flight path in
Gatwick airport! As the notes in the most
cent programme say “The more trees planted,
the bigger the logo”.

disclaimer

The SchNEWS warns all readers nol 1o lake any notice of
this weeks milakes we just fucking tired. |usi remember fo fill
your house and fives wilh endless consumer crap. Then you
will feel content. Hones!.
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“ House building will be the second eco-war”

QUOTE FROM BUILDERS TRADE PAPER

Last Saturday three thousand people
held a rally nr. Stevenage in the latest
battle to stop a new 10,000 house
development.

The houses are due to be built by
Persimmon Homes, the third largest
house builder in the country. If they get
the green light it will be the largest
release of land for a new town in the
UK since the end of the 195('s, and will
destroy the Langley Valley, which is set
between rolling chalk hills with ancient
woodlands, hedgreows and green
lanes. Persimmon are clearly worried
about the protests - on Wednésday they
moved its AGM from York to
Edinburgh- and hired everybodys
favourite Brays Detective Agency as
security! Tim Akeroyd of the paign

‘%ajnsl the Stevnegage Expansion said
“We know new housing is needed, but not
in the green belt. We must regenerate
decaying cities instead.”
eanwhilein Newbury a.nti-by‘pass
protestors are having their worse fears
released. with the council are planning
to build some 21,000 infill houses on the
land alongside the bypass.

But it's not all doom.In the s!eepy
village of Peacehaven, Sussex it wasn't
yer usual rent-a-mob dole scrounging
tree huggers who had come to save the
day! NO...It was the Mayor, teachers,
families and veterans in their 80s all
pledging to “Lock on and be arrested”if
governments proposal to build
commuter homes in their valley went
ahead. They decided upon direct action
asthe onlrg‘ci‘pﬁnn and got in touch with
local Earth Firstlers inviting them to a
meeting to discuss tactics, where a
unanimous decision was taken for a
bulldozer ple;i‘ﬁe. Outraged b{ John
Prescott overruling the coundl, the
took their battle to the High Court,
where a judge ruled that Prescott had
failed to abide by his Governments
own guidelines.This is the first time the

government has faced and lost a High Court
challenge to a greenfield housing decision.

So, isthis the second
eco-war?

According to Urgent! magazine one
thousand nguam :ﬁde:, of g(gmnbyside
are under threat of being covered in
concrete. Four Areas of Outstandi
Natural Beauty (AONB) have already
disappeared under new housing
developments and small sites such as
allotments, common land and wildlife
habitats all over the country are being
trashed unnoticed by anyone other
than locals. But unlike road protests
where you are often up against
government, n belt campaignin,
1s against individual companies an
although they may spend a couple of
million on one campaign, multi - site
campaigns could seriously damage
their pockets.

*Acording to the Empty Homes Agency
there are 804,000 plus empty properties in
the UK *Stevenage 01438 605
9710*Newbury 01635455440+ Bangor The
campaign continues with protesters
moving on to the next section of the
development assoon as they were evicted.
01248 353 0800
*Oxford 35,000 new homes planned yet the
council don’teven know how many empty
properties they own. 01865 437 661
*Friends of the Earth ‘Stopping the
Sprawl’ £7 from 56-58 Alma St, Luton, LU1
2PH .

*Urgent! newsletter £5 for a years subs Box

SYATELY HOAMS

This week it's the turn of the Earl of Spen-
cer (Di's Bro). Originally he was going to
hand over the running of Althorpe House to
English Heril:a%e but then his sis died and
the ££6£'s possibilities became obvious, £9.50

adult, children £5. Whilst the grounds and
iana’s grave are private, the house is still
fair game. Spencer has reduced the visiting
times since getting his 40% tax break so if you
think this is unfair, complain to: The Inland
revenue Capital Gains Office 0115 974 2490

Althorpe House, Althorpe, NN7 4HQ. Visi-
tors requested to apply in advance. Max Ad-
mission 6 per household. No admission without
invitation.

CRAP OF THE WEEK

Spotted in Kirkby Job Centre
Liverpool: Apprentice Hairdresser,
Man or Woman, Six days a week in
Saturdays... £45.50 a week. Duration
IPerm!!

CRAP ARRESTs
For eating a piece of toast.
motorist was charged with “drivin;
without undue care and attention
whilst munching on his breakfast! |
the car in front a toaster?
*For non-payment of fines
chester veteran Inverness Jol
as nicked last Saturda ni§ht
erhaps the reason he hadn'rpai hi
ines was because he’d been in prison|
or the last six months!

BURY ST. EDMONDS

The camp at Bury S5t Edmunds set up to to
stop a proposed access road for local brew-
ery Greene King, disbanded three weeksago.
The camp tatted down before their evichion
date, much to the sug:crise of the baliffs and
cops who turned up the next day. Trees were
chainsawed, despite some being off route The
council are prosecuting the brewery, and the
campaign continues 01359 240365

BRADFORD MayDay98 conference from
1-4th May, 01274 734160 www. ites.com /
icketfence/ 1155 PORT‘SM(%UTH Unity
I, Arundel Street, Hampshire Details from
Box M, 167 Fawcett Rd., Southsea, Hants, PO4
ODH Saturday 2nd PENZANCE - Take pic-
nics, instruments and festive spirit to the top
of Causewayhead on May Day @ 12 noon,
andon Saturday 2ndSCOTLAND Sunday
drd May , Scottish TUC (0141 332 4946) or
Glasgow Trades Council for info
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WASTE WATCHERS

“We've now got a Government who think beef

on the bore is too for people in Scotland to
eat but that Dounreay, a plant which is totally de
crepit, which hasn't reprocessed anything for the

pust 18 months becayse it s literall yfﬂ ingapart,
is a convenient dumping ground for nuclear

waste.”
Alex Salmond Scotish National Party
5kg of wea > uranium and spent
nuclear fuel from Thilist in Georgia was this

week heading by plane to the Dounreay
nuclear plant in Scotland. The government
decided insecret to take the material to’pro-
mote international security’. With the break-
up of the Soviet Union, countries in the re-
glon are seen as economically unstable and
often on the brink of civil war, and that nu
clear material could be sold on the black
market ‘to an enterprising terrorist or dicta-
tor’ As the Government is pointing out, there
are real problems with the material falling
‘in the wrong hands’, but SchNEWS asks just
what are the right hands?

According to George Monbiot “Dounreay
is the most h;emus nuclear plantii.n Bnit-
ainy; ibly the most dangerous plant on
uarlmtmgc the former n(‘fstum bﬁx, Last
year, it was forced to reveal the esistence of a
shaft above the crumbling coastal cliffs, into
which il had been dumping uranium pluto-
nium and a number of potentially explosive
materials.” It already has the equivalent of
14,000 drums of waste, (the stuff from Geor-
gia will add two more) expected to rise to
about 19,000 when the plant is
decommissined in 100 years time. Then
what? :

As a CND spokesperson pointed out “A
crucial point that has been missed so far in
this debate is that reprocessing is nota magie
recycling system tr\at gets rid of nuclear
materials. Reprocessing itsclf produces both
uranium and plutonium - to beadded to our
stockpiles”  °

* Saturday 9th May Welfare before War-
heads outside Aldermaston Atomic Weap-
ons Bstablishment in Berkshire. Contact
01703 55444

HOLD ON ROAD

Fancy a greal Summer on an
excellent site, already complete with
walkways, 12 tree houses, lock - ons
communa bender and nearby squat?
Well, get to the Bingley Anti-Road
Campaign. “The decision to build the
A65() -has been constantly postponed
since the Tory road-building scheme
collapsed in tatters. Numbers at the
camp have slowly dwindled but
another appeal is to be heard this
Spring, and a decision possible in
August. People are now urgently
necded. The road is to service a
proposed  greenbelt  housing
development of 10, 000 properties.
There 15 massive local support and
good relations with residents. “This is
stich an easy site ko live on, plenty of local
skipping to be had, within a bis ride of
Bradford and [ ceds.”

Phone 01274 504626/ (961 3674211

Subscribe! - —___

SCHNEWS IN BRIEF

THESPIONAGE, those people that
brought us “Tatting Down’ have a new play
oncalled “Grief Encounter’, a tale of mistrust,
beer and benefit fraud. 8pm Mon27th-Wed
29th April at the Komedia, Brighton Tickets
Mon£3/ 2 T&W £5/ 401273 388079 *** [ssue
sevenof Do or Die- voices from Earth First!
is out now, and as usual is jammed packed
with in depth articles on everything you
everwanted to know about the direct action
movement. If you gonna read an Zines
then we re\:on{g'luended ﬁﬁsEL!';'l + KE PO
Box 2971, Brighton, East Sussex, BN2 2TT
“*Nine members of the rate Action
Network occupied an office at the Chamber
of Commerce for half an hour this week, in
protestagainst the Multinational Agreement
on Investment, described as the crudest form
of globalisation yet (SchNews 161).***There's
an ANARCHIST QUIZ NIGHT in aid of
Movement Against Monarchy (MA'M) on 9th
May a the Acton Arms, 296 Kingsland Road,
Hackney, 7.30pm. £1 each entry, ™ There'sa
protest outside the 1998 British Aerospace
AGM on Wednesday 29th April, outside the
QEll Conference Centre in London (nearest
tubes Westminster and St James Park), be-
tween Yam and 3pm. Therell be speakers (in-
cluding Mark Thomas), kurdish street thea-
tre, non-violent direct action, banners, TOpS,
and media. The protest is aginst BAe's con-
tinuing sale of arms to repressive and geno-
cidal regimes around the world. Contact Cam-

ign Against Arms Trade (0171 281 0297),***

jﬁsliveex rts continue so does the oppo-
sition - Sat 9 May sees a National Demo start-
ing at 9am with Vet Inspector David Smith -
58 Union Rd, Deal (take A258 from Dover);
then a home visit at 11.30 - Finglesham Deal
(A258 Deal to Sandwich, left to Northbourne
Court, right into The Street); then Uffington
Court larage (B2046 from A2, signposted
Wingham)at 1pm; and finally Lydden Court
latrage (:Ec'ﬁn stied n from A2 towards
Daover) WEST OUNTRY ACTIVIST
Newsletter are having a training day on Sat
2nd May (10.30-51sh) so anyone who wants
to see how it's put her and where it's
going call Luke on 01225464539 *** ***Fancy
pnrgig%-\-yvi& the BRITISH FIELD SPORTS
soc1 ? Their AGM is coming up on
Wednesday 13 May at the Royal Inst of Char-
tered Surveyors, 12 Great George St, London
SW1 (Westminster Tube) and London Ani-
mal Action (171 278%068) have called ademo
outside at 1pm. ™**

Inside SChNEWS

Chris Garrett has been pul on remand after
charges brought against him during the Manches-
ter airportevichions. Drop him a line CT4664 HIMP
Walton, 66 Hornby Hoad, Walton, Liverpoal L9
DF*Matthew Cowern, four years for possession.
He and is miles from home, without family visits
and on 23 hour bang-up. MEF2800, HMP Preston,
2 Ribbleton [Lane, Preston, Lancs, PR1 SAB® Anar-
chist Black Cross, who have recently issued anew
prisoner lisl, are selling a % min benefit tape ‘Jail
Break’ crammed with fab tunes for just £2+30p
pip (60p Hurope, £1 elsewhere), Send cash,
cheques, p.os (payable to R ‘Taylor) or stamps to
ABC, PO Box 381, Huddersfield, 11177 3XX. An-
other benefit compilation, on €1, for American
Indian prisoner Leonard Peltier fealures Austral-
an and Native American Bands. To order or for
bulk order info write to same address

*Pablo Locke (SCHnews 135) has had trouble
with his mail.lf you have written to him and re-

cuived no ﬁlunntad ustice? office.
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tist of camps/protest/party dates,get your details into the office NOW!

HILLGROVE

“some way has got to be found to end this evi
practice”

Ted Cooper. Local (ﬂ:‘:nmﬂar g
LastSaturday saw the largest protest yetat
Hillgrove Farm, the cat breeders for vi\)r(ism-
tion. An estimated 3,000 turned out to tell the
owner Chris Brown what they think of
him.The long term campaigners have be
met with regular violence and harassme
from the workers at the ‘Farm’ while the p
lice have just stood by. So witha |
ence from ‘heavy’ forces such asﬂ\eali-el.
Mercia, Gloustershire and mounted police
was pretty certain this demo could get a bif

by a signi minority to i their will
others by violent means will not be tolerated”
top cop Tim Davidson. Things kicked off
demonstrators started to pull down a 12 fo
security fenceala Glaslnnﬁu.ry complete wi
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If you listen to.the ramblings of politicians or
read the tabloid press, there is a fair chance that
you may believe squatting in England and Wales
to be illegal. This is most definitely not the case.
Squatting is not a crime, and if anyone says it is,
they are wrong! With a few exceptions, if you can
get into an empty building without doing any
damage and can secure it, you can make it your
home. The 1994 Criminal Justice & Public Order
Act has made some changes to the laws about
squatting, but it is still as legal as it is necessary.
Always remember that squatting is unlawful, not
illegal, which means that it is a civil dispute, dealt
with by a civil court, and the police have nothing
to do with civil disputes. You will almost certain-
ly be evicted eventually, perhaps very quickly, but
you have the same rights as other householders;
the right to privacy, rubbish collection, postal
delivery, social security and essential services like
water and electricity. Many squats last only a
short time but if you choose your place carefully,
you may be able to stay for years. Choosing care-
fully usually means taking time to gather infor-
mation. You could quite easily open the first
empty building that you come across, but the
chances are that you would not stay there for very
long. Opening a new squat is always a bit of a
gamble, but the more you know the better your
odds. Read on!

FINDING A PLACE

All property is owned by someone and it is a good
idea to find out who that someone is before break-
ing a new place. Some types of landlord are far
easier to deal with than others, so here are a few
hints on what to expect from various landlords:
Council Property: In the past the best places to
squat have been local authority owned properties
that are not going to be re-let. This is for a num-
ber of reasons. Councils have a lot of empty prop-
erties and often do not have the money to keep
them in a lettable state. Often quite reasonable
properties are left empty because of mismanage-
ment, bureaucracy or low demand on hard to let
estates (areas people do not want to move to). If
there are a lot of squatters the council will take
longer to evict people. Some councils or individ-
ual employees may be unofficially sympathetic to
squatters and leave eviction until the properties
are required. Also, councils do have some duties
to house people and these duties can sometimes
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be used as legal defences in possession proceed-
ings. Be warned, though, that recently more and
more councils have become more hard line in
their attitudes towards squatters, and in fact any-
one living in council property, and the incidences
of false PIOs, illegal or heavy-handed evictions
and trashing property have increased. Council
properties will either be letting stock, (i.e. proper-
ties fit to be let), hard to let or awaiting renova-
tion, demolition or sale.

Housing Associations/Trusts: These are govern-
ment and/or charitably funded housing organisa-
tions. They also have large numbers of empty
properties and some are quite reasonable in their
attitude to squatters. Others can be particularly
stupid and nasty. The different categories of
Housing Association property are basically the
same as council property.

Other Large Organisations: Many government
departments and newly privatised quangos own
lots of empty properties. These include the MOD,
the police and railway companies, as well as hos-
pitals and schools.

Mortgage Repossessions: These are places
owned by banks or building societies, and are an

-attractive option simply because there are huge

numbers of them. As long as the previous owners
have been evicted, the owners will have to take
you to court.

Commercial Property: Private landlords and
property companies are always the most unpre-
dictable type of owner - they could send in the
heavies or ignore you for years. They are the type
of owner most likely to evict you if you leave the




A SURVIVAL GUIDE

place empty. In the past few years many pubs
have been closed and left empty for years, and
have sometimes been successfully squatted.
Private Houses: Empty houses with ‘For Sale’
signs outside are not a good option. If an owner
has recently moved out, it is quite likely that
someone else is about to move in. A new private
owner is able to use the PIO provisions of Section
7, and is highly likely to do so. Best avoided.

MOVING IN

The most difficult part of squatting is actually
gaining possession. Squatters are sometimes
arrested for Criminal Damage, which, taken in it’s
strictest possible form, is an offence which almost
all squatters commit. Removing steel doors,
boards, damaging the front door, even taking out
broken parts of a house can be considered
Criminal Damage. But don’t get paranoid! Only a
very small minority of squatters ever get nicked -
and with good legal advice they often get off. The
greatest time of risk is when you have just moved
in - the police are bound to come nosing around
and may accuse you of having smashed windows,
etc. If any damage has been done, make sure it’s
repaired immediately.

Opening a squat by yourself can be risky - it’s
safer and more fun to do it with others. Most
forcible evictions happen in the first few days, so
make sure there’s a group of you who open up the
squat and are ready to move in at once. If the
police want to charge you with criminal damage,
they’ll have to sort out who actually did it
Provided no-one is caught red-handed or makes
any stupid statements, they will obviously have a

difficult time deciding who to charge. The first
thing to do once you’re in is to change the lock on
the front door and secure all the entrances. Until
you have control over who comes in and out, you
do not have possession and can be evicted straight
away if the owner or police turn up. Remember to
secure all windows and skylights Putting up a
legal warning (see below) in a front window may
be helpful, as it may deter the police or owner
from breaking in, but you must have someone in
the place all the time to back it up. A legal warn-
ing will not stop you being evicted on it’s own.
Put up curtains and try to make the place look
lived in. Get down to the gas and electric boards
quickly - before the owners do. If the services are
on, take a note of the meter readings. If you use
gas or electricity without paying, you can be
charged with theft. If you have neighbours, try
and enlist their support. Explain why you're
homeless - you may get a surprisingly sympathet-
ic response.

DEALING WITH THE BOYS IN BLUE

It’s best to expect a visit from your friendly local
plod soon after you’ve moved in, as they are
bound to turn up sooner or later, Remember, they
have no right of entry without a warrant, so don’t
let them in if you can avoid it. Let them know the
situation. Say something like:- .
“We have moved in here because we have
nowhere else. We did not break anything when we
entered and we have not damaged anything since.
It isn’t a criminal matter, it’s a civil matter
between us and the owners, and they must take us
to court for a possession order if they want us to
leave”.

Some police act as if they can evict or arrest
any squatter they see. This is not true. Try to talk
to them through the letter box. Make sure you
know the legal situation better than they do (not
usually very difficult) and show them a copy of
the Legal Warning. If they simply say “get out,
don’t be clever”, etc you can point out that they
may be committing an offence under section 6 of
the Criminal Law Act, because they will be vio-
lently entering premises where there is someone

opposing their entry.

EVICTION
Unless you are evicted under Section 6 or 7 of the
1977 Criminal Law Act or the owners have evict-
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ed you while you were out, the owner must apply
to the courts for a possession order. Any other
method will probably be illegal. Nearly all squat-
ters are evicted after a possession order has been
made by a court. The notorious 1994 Criminal
Justice & Public Order Act has not actually
changed the position very much. Apart from a
few minor changes to the law about PIO’s, it has
introduced an extra type of possession order
called an INTERIM POSSESSION ORDER
(IPO). This can be nasty, but has turned out to be
not nearly so bad as everyone thought when it was
going through parliament. It cannot be used on
the majority of squatters, and so far there have
been very few IPO’s. Most IPO’s which squatters
have defended have flopped and the owners have
been forced to use the old procedures instead. The
most important thing about IPQO’s is that you get
very short notice. You need to take action THE
SAME DAY as you get served with the papers.
Get legal advice straight away.

THE FIRST WARNING :

The first warning you get may be someone call-
ing at your squat saying they are the owner or are
acting for the owner. Ask to see their identifica-
tion and note the name, address and phone num-
ber. They will probably say something like “You
are trespassing and you must leave”. They may
also give you some bullshit about the new IPO
procedure and say that the police could come and
arrest you at any time. Make sure you know the
facts about IPO’s and don’t get intimidated by this
sort of talk. Make a note of everything you heard
and saw as soon as they leave. Sign and date it, as
it may be useful evidence if you fight the court
case. They will probably ask for the names of all
the people living in the squat, and there is no
advantage in withholding this information. If you
volunteer a lot of names - particularly in a big
squat - and they forget to send summonses to all
those people, you may have a defence in court.
You don’t have to give your real name, but
remember, if you fight the case and require legal
aid, you can’t get it in a false name!
Quite often the first warning will be a letter rather
than a visit. It will say the same sort of things and
probably that you must leave by a certain date or
else the owner “will take proceedings”. Don’t
panic about such a letter . It just means the owner
has found out that you’re there.

It’s quite possible that the first warning you get
will be the summons. A summons is the farmal
notice of the court hearing, and you have the right
to get one. These are civil courts, not criminal
ones, so you don’t have to go if you don’t want to.
It's more of an invitation, but one you should
think about accepting if you value your home and
want to fight for it. Of course, some cases are not
worth fighting if there is no defence. You may be
better off looking for another place than putting
energy into a court case that will go against you
sooner or later. On the other hand, even technical
defences can give you a little more time and
sometimes quite a lot. [PO’s should always be
opposed if possible.

It is beyond the space limitations of this guide to
go into the details of fighting court cases, and it is
recommended that you get hold of a copy of the
Squatters Handbook which contains stacks of info
on every aspect of squatting (details below).

SQUAT NOW WHILE STOCKS LAST!

If you are homeless and have tried all the accept-
ed ways of getting a home, don’t be afraid to take
matters into your own hands instead of letting the
system grind you down. Everyone has the right to
a home. If others can squat, so can you. Take con-
trol of your own life instead of being pushed
around by bureaucrats and property owners who
are more concerned with money and status than
the quality of people’s lives or their happiness.
The Squatters Handbook is published by
Advisory Service for Squatters, 2 St Pauls
Road, London N1 0171 359 8814
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Many housing co-ops are state funded: the
Housing Corporation puts up much of the fund-
ing, and therefore can, on the whole, call the fune.
However, it is possible to set up a housing co-op
which is totally independent.

Essentially, a registered housing co-op is a
legal entity which is separate from its members,
and it allows those members to co-operate to raise
loans, even if, individually, they have limited
access to money or credit. With these loans they
can purchase secure housing which they them-
selves control. The members of an independent
housing co-op are tenants paying rent, (and so are
eligible for housing benefit), but are also their
own landlord.

The ‘housing’ for a co-op could be chosen to
exactly suit the needs of the members. It could
include extra resources- space, land, workshops,
gardens, extra children’s spaces. It could be a
large or small shared house, flats, a small terrace,
a residential mobile home park, a smallholding, It
could be established just to provide housing, and
an alternative to the low standards and constant
insecurity of private rented accommodation. Or it
could be set up with the intention of promoting
wider aims, such as providing space for self-
employment, supporting home education, giving
a secure base for a group of people who are
encouraged on a shared project, and it allows the
members to tailor the property, once chosen, to
exactly suit their special needs.

It may take some patience and determination to
set up a housing co-op and see it through to
fruition, but then the members can reap the
reward of relative autonomy in an important area
of life, and rents which can decrease over the
years as loans are repaid, rather than constantly
increase as all other rents do. Housing benefit acts
as a conduit to channel public funds into the pock-
ets of private landlords, and although it passes
through the hands of tenants, it leaves them with
no long-term improvement, and no control. A
family on housing benefit could, over only five or
six years, claim enough housing benefit to have
BOUGHT a small house outright, but of course
that benefit is actually accruing to the landlord,
not the family in need. They can still be made

homeless at four weeks notice, with all the knock-
on problems that has for work, education and
social networks, whilst the landlord has enlarged
his asset base with public money and virtually no

~work.

4 STEPS TO SETTING UP A HOUSING
CO-0OP

1) Refine your idea of what you want to achieve,
and form a group of people who will commit
themselves to working together to make their
common idea become reality. Unless you come as
a ready-made group, establishing that common
idea is perhaps the hardest part. Contact existing
co-ops, especially if there are any in your area.
Gather information, ask for help from the co-op
network. Send for the invaluable booklet ‘“How
To Set Up A Housing Co-op’ from Radical
Routes ,and contact the Catalyst Collective (both
addresses at the end).

2) Register as an Industrial and Provident Society.
This is done through the Registrar of Friendly
Societies, and gives a group the legal structure
which is required. The co-op needs to be defined
as ‘Not-for-profit'-members cannot make any
financial gain out of it as individuals.

‘Limited Company’ - members do not carry per-
sonal liability for the debts of the co-op, (although
of course they will lose their home if they don’t
pay the mortgage).

‘Fully Mutual’ - all tenants must be members
and all members must be either present or
prospective tenants.

‘Common Ownership’ - the property is owned
by the housing co-op. The members may loan
money to the co-op (and receive interest) but they
do not own an individual share of the property. If
the property is sold, members cannot divide any
‘profit’ up amongst themselves -it must be used to
buy another co-op property or passed to another
not-for-profit organisation. Co-ops are about
developing housing as a resource, not about treat-
ing it as a commodity with which to make money.
3) Work out how to raise the money. This is usu-
ally done by getting a 70% or 80% mortgage and
raising the rest by issuing Loanstock (see below),
and possibly getting a loan from some other group
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such as Radical Routes (see below). Many co-ops
have got mortgages either from Triodos Bank or
the Ecology Building Society. Before presenting
your idea to a bank or other funding source, ask
around other independent co-ops to find out what
the banks’ loan criteria are, as they vary from one
bank to another. Again, two major sources of
advice and help are the Catalyst Collective and
the Radical Routes network.

4) Find a property. Start looking at properties
which will suit your aims and will be able to gen-
erate enough rent (at local Housing Benefit lev-
els) to repay the mortgage and loans, and cover
the running costs (maintenance etc.). Houses are
more expensive in some parts of the country than
others, but then Housing Benefit levels are gener-
ally higher in those areas. Even if most or all
members are working, the bank will probably still
want to see that the co-op could continue to meet
the mortgage repayments if at a later date most
tenants were having to claim housing benefit.

It is the co-op as a legal entity which gets the
mortgage, not the individual members, so a sound
cashflow forecast is more important than whether
all or any of the members are employed.

LOANSTOCK

As a registered Industrial and Prowdent Society
the co-op is allowed to raise money by issuing
loanstock to both members and non-members.
This is a way of borrowing money from sympa-
thisers without relinquishing any control over the
co-op to them. If members themselves lend to the
co-op in this way, it ensures that the member who
has £5000 to put in does not have any more stake
or power in the co-op than the member who
invested £50.

RADICAL ROUTES

Radical Routes is a mutual aid self-help network
which has been responsible for much of the
spade-work involved in establishing the route to
independent tenant-controlled co-ops described
here. Membership of Radical Routes is restricted
to housing and worker co-ops actively working
towards a shared social and political vision. The
network has a solid knowledge of both the legali-
ties and practicalities of setting up co-ops.

Radical Routes also operates an ethical invest-
ment scheme through which it can make loans to
member co-ops, and it publishes various useful
booklets, especially the vital ‘How To Set Up A
Housing Co-op’.

CATALYST COLLECTIVE

Another source of help is the Catalyst Collective,
who will give advice and also offer a registration
service to see you through the process. They pro-
duce a pre-registration pack which includes a
huge amount of useful information, from setting
up a co-op to producing a cashflow forecast and
doing the accounts.

HOUSING CO-OPS USEFUL ADDRESSES

Radical Routes
16 Sholebroke Avenue
Leeds
W.Yorkshire LS7 3HB

Tel: 0113 262 9365
E-mail . cornerstone@gn.apc.org

Catalyst Collective
PO Box 5
Lostwithiel
Cornwall  PL22 OYT

Tel: 01726 815649
E-mail . green line@gexpress.gn.apc.org

Registrar of Friendly Societies
Victory House
30-34 Kingsway
London =~ WC2B 6ES
Tel . 0171 437 9992

Triodos Bank
Brunel House
11 The Promenade
Bristol BS8 3NN

Ecology Building Society
18 Station Road
Cross Hills
Keighley

W. Yorkshire BD20 7EH
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ONE YEAR'S HARD LABOUR

‘We are grateful for what the Tories did but
it is not theemz‘ of the story’
Frank Field, Social Security Minister
One year on from the election and the
of what a Labour government is all about is
bitting bome. All the bype in the world can’t
bide the reality of a tacky little ment
elected to defend the interests of the well off
at the expense of the rest of us - all in the
guise of ‘reforming’ the welfare state,
revltauslsg the labour market and
* everytbing in sight.

Labour are quite clear what they're about. The
alliance of big business and the middle class that
hrought Labour to power is desperate to ensure
that Britain maintains its competitiveness - and their
privileges - in a world of increasing globalisation.
Labour’s ‘modernisation’ is all about gearing up for
globalisation by creating a cheap, ‘flexible’
workforce that will be able to compete with other
cheap, ‘flexible’ workforces around the world.

The New Deal is all about creating just such a
workforce by forcing the unemployed into crap,
low paid ‘jobs'. Employers are given $60 aweek for
each full-time job they create and are not expected
1o pay employees any more than that - free labour!
The New Deal is as old as the hills - forcing the poor
1o work for the rich for peanuts.

Many of Labour’s other policies are geared
towards creating poverty pay jobs. The minimum
wage will be set at a level low enough for big
business to accept (they're setting it after allf)
allowing benefits to be set just below it, making it
easier to force people into crappy jobs. As Gordon
Brown put it in his budget speech, ‘Because in
future work will pay, those with an offer of work
can have no excuse for staying at home on benefits'.

Cheap childcare — no doubt using New Deal
conscripts - will be brought in making it easier to
harass parents on benefits into taking low paid jobs.
People on invalidity or disability benefits will
suddenly find these benefits stopped. Short-term
contracts, lack of rights at work, removal of sick
pay, maternity leave and holidays are all on the
cards as casualisation - which the Liverpool dockers
went on strike for two years to resist - becomes the
norm for all but the better off.

The Tories never thought they could get away
with forcing the unemployed to work for little more
than dole money. Labour, with their support in the
unions, reckon they can. But they know they will
only get away with it if resistance from those under
attack can be keptin check. So the Toryanti-union
laws will stay in place o ensure that Britain has, as
Tony Blair has proudly stated, ‘a more restricted
trade union legislative framework than any country
in the westem world'. Alongside this, of course,

Jack Straw’s ever more authoritarian police,
courts and prison system will be ready to deal
with objectors,

The contrast between Labour’s attitude to the poor
and its attitude to the rich could not be greater. Wage
differentials are now greater than since records began
and set to grow. Britain has the lowest state pension
in Europe while private pensions for the well off are
subsidised. The countryside is destroyed so that
middle dass consumers can have their out-of-town
shopping complexes while no one seems bothered
about the homeless still sleeping on our cities' streets.

Labour has been true to its friends in the middle

The celebration of Beltane heralds the start
of the summer in the pagan calender - signi-
fying the death of winter and the return of
the warm weather. May Day was recognised
by the 1st Congress of the Second Interna-
tional in the 1880’s in memory of the
Haymarket Martyrs - Chicago anarchists
framed and executed by the state. The st of
May was decreed a day of celebration of
workers. Since then, May Day has also been
known as International Workers/Labour Day.

class and big business. The last budget saw
corporation tax cut by £1.5bn a year. The middle
class voters who elected New Labour continue to
be subsidised by £10bn a year through tax breaks.
Not surprisingly the middle class are very happy
with this - their support for Labour since the
election has gone up by 16% while working class
support has remained unchanged.

Labour has been quick to incorporate big
business into government. Interested in developing
an ethical foreign policy? Lets appoint Lord Simon
the boss of BP, a company famed for its
championing of the downtrodden, to the
Department of Trade. Need someone who
understands what living on benefit is all about? Who

better than Martin Taylor, £976,000 a year (plus__

£762,000 bonuses last year) boss of Barclays Bank,
to be given the job of chairing the government's
tax and benefit taskforce. And who will we get 1o
head the low pay commission? Why it’s obvious -
the £130,000 a year principal of the London
Business School!

No one is going to win any victories by expecting
Labour to change its spois or by expecting the
unions to lead any sort of resistance. Unions are
big businesses these days, investing millions on the
stockmarket. While 40% of union members are
managers or professional workers, less than 2% of
union members are under 20. Unions represent
well-off workers in steady jobs rather than the low
paid. As TUC General Secretary John Monks puts
it, “the days when the trade unions provided an
adversarial oppasition force are past. " Well, quite.

Nothing ever burns down by itself, every fire needs a little bit of help...

Ask the Liverpool dockers, refused real support
from their union for two years. Or the
Hillingdon strikers.

The Labour government may appear strong at
the moment —but only because no real opposition
exists. Their ‘landslide’ victory was won with less
than a third of the electorate’s votes and with fewer
votes than the Tories got in 1992. The alliance of
the haves that the Labour government represents
excludes millions of have-nots, itself a potentially
enormous alliance of those with nothing to gain
from Labour’s championing of middle class
privilege and consumer culture.

That alliance is waiting to be built. It won't be
built by going on boring marches and letting
ourselves be organised into safe, respectable and
ineffectual campaigns. It won't be built by bickering
amongst ourselves about nothing while loads needs
to be done either. It will mean in-yer-face direct
action, supporting each other, learning lessons
from the past and [rom struggles around the world.
Asevents from thirty years ago show, things can move
very quickly - so who knows what's round the comer?
It could be US!

MAGNET WORKERS STRIKE ENDS
After 21 months, the Magnet strikers picket line will finally
closeat 11amon Mayday. A ballot of strikers narrowly voted
to accept a management offer and end the strike. lan
Crmnond slnke seaﬂafv told ‘irhh.EWS 'We n‘ii‘rke o
te's L - r-v-l-lﬂ\lf'l i
HILUNGDON STRIKERS WIN!
“At a time when we are winning the struggle for

low paid workers everywhere we are being thrown
into the dustbin by UNISON. "

. Despite being abandoned by their union, the Hillingdon
Hospital

workers have continued their fight against low
pay, Sacked over 30 months ago for refusing to take a §40
aweek pay cut (they were already eaming less than £7,000
a year) they have forced old employers Pall Mall 1o agree
that they unfairly dismissed them! Donations needed
desperatelyc/o 27 Townsend Way, Northwood, Middx., HAG
1TG 0956 135311

This week's 1ssue 1s dedicated to Simon Jones
who, at 24, was tragically killed last Fnday
while working at Shoreham Harbour. Much
loved, sane, sharp, all-round sound geezer.
When we could cajole him into the SchNEWS
office, hus dry wit would help liven up stones
Just as he livened the commumty in Brghton.
All are welcome at hus funeral, which will be
on May 14 at 11:00, St John’s Church, South
Bar, Banbury. Our thoughts go out to his family
and everyone who knew him, especially Emma,

“Love the earth and sun and the animals,
despise riches, give alms ta everyone that asks,
stand up for the stupid and crazy, devote your
income and labour to others, hate tvranis, argue
not concerning god. alt Whitman,




| Today i.s the anniversary of
1968, Everybody loves a good
revolution, and 1968 saw
revolutionary events kicking
off in France and around the
world. For those who missed
them, however, (including
ourselves) we are

this special souvenier issue to
show that May ‘68 is closer
than you think. In this

rabble-rousing Revolutionary
Round-up.

The events of May ‘68 were utterly
unforseen, but were a revolt without
compromise. “This is revolution... a total
onslaught on modern industrial society”
reported the Observer at the time."A handful
of rowdy students at a suburban annex of the
University of Paris launched a nationwide
movement of revolt, which, within a month,
brought the French state to its knees, exposing
the fragility of what had seemed the most stable
regime in Europe.

People rose up out of the desire to live, as
intensely as possible: “revolt is festival or it is
nothing "read one bit of student agit-prop. In
the lead-up to ‘88 a French judge condemned
such radicals who “do not hesditate to
commend theft, the destruction of scholarship,
the abolition of work, total subversion, and a
' world-wide proletarian revolution with
‘unlicensed pleasure’ as its only goal”.

The sixties were a bit of a mad one all around
the world. Counter-cultures were flying about
all over the place, and you could barely move
in some parts without tripping over another
commune, squat, festival, or ‘be-in". But while
the kids at Haight-Ashbury were discovering
101 ways to love one another, their parents
were blustering in the White House, finding
even more ways to napalm strangers in
Vietnam. So the ongoing anguish of the war
leant a whole other dimension of urgency to
the culwral dissent; while civil rights
movements in Northern Ireland and black
America embroiled swathes of those
populations in full-on grassroots struggle.

At the same time, the international student
movement was getting restless in Europe,
Japan, Mexico and elsewhere. Students in
the US were occupying their universities to
protest the Vietnam war, and British students
were going for it too. ltaly, like France, had
incredibly overcrowded universities run by up-
tight old dinosaurs; thirteen of the places
experienced occupations in 67/68, In March
“68 all of Polandis universities went on strike.
1n Spain, where the fascist government was
expelling rebellious students and closing entire
universities, Vietnam came second to the native
.issue of Franco's whole regime.

Spain was like France in that the strength of
its student movement lay in its links with loads
of the working class population. The black
people rioting in American ghettos didnit much

68 R.P.M

identify with the students and the more-or-
less white and affluent hippy scene. But in
France, the student radicals were hardcore
enough in their aims and outlook, to stir into
action millions of ordinary folks. The spark
of revolution, struck by the student extremeists,
had found tinder on the shop floor. 56 - deep
breath - here’s those May events in full (it's
yer SchNEWS history lesson)...

May 2: After some cheeky student actions
at the University of Nanterre, battles with
the cops and anti-Vietnam occupations, the
Dean shuts the whole place down.

May 3: Loads of students gather to
demonstrate at the Sorbonne (University of
Paris) so its Dean shuts that too, and sends
in the CRS (French riot police). Rioting
spreads throughout the student part of the
city, the Latin Quarter, and with each day
that passes, more and more Parisians join
the increasingly militant demonstrations.

May7: Tﬁz students’ and teachers’
unions call a strike and demand police
withdrawal from thelatin Quarter, the
release of those nicked and the re-opening
of the university facilities.

[

I “The first impression was of a
giant lid suddenly lifted, of pent-
up thoughts and aspirations
suddenly exploding, on being
released from the realm of
dreams into the realm of the
realm of the the real and the
possible. In changing their
environment people themselves
were changed. The shy became
communicative. People just
went up and talked to each
other without a trace of self-
consciousness.”

English smdentmmﬂ|

May 10: “Night of the Barricades”. Some
50,000 go for it and occupy the whole of
the Latin Quarter, barricading the streets
with up-turned cars, and construction
equipment. The ensuing battle lasts several
hours; the CRS firing tear gas and mounting
baton charges, the students and others
responding with molotov cocktails.

May 11: The Prime Minister withdraws
the police from the Latin Quarter, and
capitulates to the unionsi demands, but
the balance has already tipped. Thousands
of young people from across Europe
areheading for Paris.

May 13: All the main trade unions strikein
solidarity with the students, and Paris is
brought to a standstill by a 800,000-strong
march. Now the CRS withdraw from the
Sorbonne, and students reclaim their
university, filling the lecture halls and
convening a general assembly to manage
their own affairs.

May 14 The first factory occupation takes
place at the Sud Aviation plant in Nante,
where workers hold the chairman hostage.

May 16: Workers occupy Renault plants,

followed by various other factories around
the country.

May 24 Mass demonstrations take place
across France. By now 9 or 10 million
workers are on strike. Footballers occupying
the French Football Federation with the
slogan “Football to the Footballersl®
President De Gaulle orders the army and
police to stay in their barracks and statio
as their safety cannot be guaranteed.

May 30: Having ensured the support
French armed forces stationed in We
Germany, De Gaulle addresses the nation
on TV, threatening to send in the troops.
He calls on citizens to standup to subversion,
claiming France is threatened by a
“communist dictatorship”. _

After that, the whole thing starts folding
in; riot police re-occupy some factori
while in others, le go back to work.
Union officials have kept a lot of workers
out of the factories, letting them sit at
home in the belief that a bit of a pay rise
is all people are after.

But for a while, everything was up for grabs:
The Observer said at the time; “by taking o
the streets, they bave sel themselves against ever
organised political force in France.
Government and opposition last week
desperately to coniain them. Both failed.”

What are we to make of all this? SchNEWS
has its own panel of historians and politi
scientists who are drawing forth the lessons,
due to report back sometime in the new
millenium. Meanwhile, we can all witness
the strength that came from people looking
beyond their own specific concerns
‘students’, ‘workers’, whatever) and coming
together in common action; look at
energy and excitement that came out of
Liverpool Dockers getting together with'
Reclaim the Streets.

What makes May ‘68 so sexy is that peo
were taking back the whole of their liv
unleashing their desires and a wave
creativity. The first non-university territory t
be occupied during the revolt was the Fren
National Theatre at the Odeon. The folks rai
the wardrobe department and dozens of
came out to face the CS gas dressed as
centurians, pirates and princesses. 3

Rene Vienet, one of the ‘situationists’ whose
ideas were imponant in driving the rev
wrote; “Fveryday life, suddenly rediscove
became the centre of all possible congues
People who bad lived theirwhole lives in offices
declared that they conld no longer live in the
way they bad before. The strikers recapiured
the time so sadly lost in factories, on motorways
and in front of the TV, People stroll
dreamed, learned how to live. Little by
desires became reality” -

We look around everywhere today and see
seamless routine, capitalism just getting on
with it. "But what about the impossibility
living, what about this stifling mediocrity an
this absence of passton? " asks situationist Raoul
Vaneigm, The desire to play lives on beneath’
this society’s avalaunch of TVs, cars, a d
electric kettles.

One of the participants in Paris declared at’
the time; “another epoch is starting: that in
which people know that revolution is possible
under the conditions of modern bureaucratic
capitalism." © 3




Cambridge Capers
The Cambridge street kicked off the
summer last Saturday with ablue sky beam-
ing. Mill Road was once again awash with
smiles as Cambridge’s Loona Tuna sound

Sbs;’ldchl‘.liﬂ\ﬂd ou sounclstowhu];helSD“(.)l
and got in snogs not sm nea
the nnondayssl.m See yousall sn?:g: on some
street or other this summer...
Here it comes, yer ScbGUIDE to

SUMMERTIME..

(LAF) Symposisim
mmm@&mwayl{ﬂ‘bkeﬁlnn
Square, London WC1 (Holbom Tube), 8pm, free.. Sd9
Reclaim The Streets (@ 12noon, GlyS&me
o MS% ¥
Peter’s Square, Info: 0961 838508; Far-
cical Freedom of Speech Night, Inner Termestrials, Head
Jam ete. (@ Pembury Tavern, %0 Amhurst Road, Hackney,
maaomms.msommeu&ppm
Campaign and Russian
late previously unavailable radical literature into Russian;
Welfare Before Warbeads - women's gathering @
atomic weapons base, Aldermaston. Men's event @

. Young women's camp 8#b-10tb. Info: 01703
554454 Save our Downs, public meeling. 2pm

ties on the 16th. ffo: email playfair@sasta.rwth-aachen.de
wehsite www.agp.org

Sat 16 - Quakers Open Day @ Friends Meeting house,
Brighton. 10-6pm, free; Levellers' Day - Burford, Oxford-
shire - four speakers (on May 17th 1649, 3 Levellers

were executed). 10.30-4.30pm, £5/52.50, Info: 01865
735360, email: levellers(@btinternet.com; Night Vigil at
Hillgrove Laboratory Cat Farm, Dry Lane, Witney,
Onon, 10pm. Info: 0121 632 6460; Sustainable Lewes -
debate + (@ All Saints Centre, Friars Walk, Lewes
9.30 am - 4 pm 01273 477942... Fri 22-Mon 25 National
Animal Rights Gatbering, workshops & action. Also:
Vegan-Frultarian Gatbering in Leicester. Info: 01902
711935; Frd 22 LAF (London Anarchist Forum) General
nmm@@nwwﬁaﬂ(asahwe) Epm free; National

m'mazmu (mnmf..zz.zs

Spirit Spring Awakening Camp 01273 814490.., Sat 23-
Sun 24 Occupy a Genetix Test site, somewhere in East
Anglia. Info; 01603 768235... 23rd - Fight Poverty Pay -
Demonstrate against Polygram Glenfield Park, Blackbum
Meet 11am. It's one year since Nigel Cook was sacked for
trying 1o organise a trade union at M&S Packaging, who

Workers are paid as litle as £3
mhm.fmlzhmMnﬂdﬁmﬁy&g&:-

ised by the Re-instate Nigel Cook Campaign 0125467905
Picket Infotravel: 0171 8371688, Reclaim The Streetsin

1Centre, North R, Brighton. (NB: hould
be me&gh&ndm(]muebemmedmdrm
volvement in Project Work)... Sun 10 - Wild Thyme Ve-
gan Cafe night, idge 1o raise funds for Amémal
Ri service... Wed 13 - Dy outside British
Field Sports Society AGM 1pm (@ Royal Inst. Chartered
Surveyors, 12 Great George St, London SW1 (Westminster
tube) 0171 2783068... Fri 15 - Conscientious Objectors
Day - shori Ammesty meeting (@ Tavistock Square, Lon-
don WC1. Other events all over, call 0171 2784040; LAF
talk, May 68 in Paris with participant Sebastian Hays @
Conway Hall (as above). 8pm, free.

Global Streets Parties Saturday May 16
##¢ While leaders of the most industrialised
nations of the world meet in Birmingham
squillions of people will join the Global Street
Party. From Australia to Israel, Slovenia to
Switzerland... 33 cities in 21 countries (and
countingf). Full list: RTS PO Box 9656, London,
N4 4]Y 0171 281 4621 email ns@gn.apc.org,
web www.hre. wmin.ac.uk/campaigns/rts.html
#*2 Gyrate Not G8! Jubilee 2000 human chain
around the International Convention Centre
in Birmingham, where the GB summit is meet-
ing @ 2pm- followed by a Global Street Party.
Meet 4pm, meet New St Station, Birmingham.
0171 2814621

#* Fancy a bit of clowning around? Want to
help incite outbreaks of internationalist revo-
lutionary optimism? People are needed to set
up affinity groups which can function as stew-
ards/party game organisers/performers dur-
ing the party. No experience necessary, there
will be a workshop before hand. Call 0171
281 4621 and say you want to become a clown,
or email clown@persist.demon.couk

Days of action against World Trade Or-
ganisation 16- 20 May

Geneva - After Birmingham, leaders of the GB will be flyto
Geneva tojoin “celebrations” at the World Trade Organisa-
tion (WTO) Ministerial Conference - those nice people who
in their own words are writing the constitution of the sin-
gle global economy Actions have been organised inchid-
ing a street party on Saturday, which will be joined by un-
employed marchers from several French cities, bicyde cara-
vans from Germany, a special train from Italy, and up 1o
three thousand small farmers selling local food on the
streets. Monday is Peoples Trade Day where several sym-
bols of global capitalism (like banks and fast food restau-
rants) will be blocked by small scale local traders. A candle
procession to the WTO will take place on Tuesday evening
and on Wednesday people will walk with hands tied in an
attempt toenter and stop the conference. Other anti-WTO
actions are planned in India, Bangladesh, Nepal, Sri Lanka,
Canada, Colombia, Peru in addition to the 31+ street par-

L . Meet 12noon, Dalton Square...
Sun 24 Intemational Women's Day for Peace and Dis-
ar contact (Geneva) +41 22731 6429, email:

ipb@gn.ape.org.. . Mon 25 A Tea Party is planned @ The
Flat Oak at the end of the new Thanet Way in Kent, in
contrast with the offical fun run all-for-charity-mate open-
ing, Info: 01227 720183; Green Fatr (@ Canbury Gardens,
wrrey. 11am9pm, £3. Info: 0181 9745621,
Maidstone Green Fair Mote Park, Maidstone, Kent FREE
01622 750543... Thur 28th London Gandalf Support
Campaign meeting 7 pm Conway Hall, Red Lion Sq, WCT...
Fri 29 LAF Symposium on Anarchism and Science
Fiction (@ Conway Hall (as above). 8pm, free... Sat 30
Roots Reggae Night (@ the Lott, 382 Mentmore Toe, Lon-

12noon. Info: 0171 2783068... Frd 12 LAF symposium, Does
Social Class Matter? (@ Conway Hall (as above). 8pm,
free... Sat 13-Sat 20 Nottingham Green Transport Week.
0115 9585666... Sum 14 It's Not Fayre, Midsummer
Meadow, Nortbampton. FREE 01604 232295... Tues 16
lnumﬂn::iwny Events all over, contact refu-
geesuppm human rights groups. . Thurs 18 Fardical
Freedom of al#h Pre-Solstice Night with Revolu-
Domr}f[)thmm, Ruby Throat + Tragic Roundabout
@ The Garage, 20-22 Highbury Corner, London, N8. 8
12midnight, §5/4. Benefit for GANDALF Support Group...
HISMFNH; “What [Want is Facts' by Nicholas Walter
Cmngﬁsﬂ (as above). Bpm, free; McLibel Anniver-
sary Action. 0171 7131269, E-HM
Free Festival, Wiltshire. Bring what you expect to find! (wot
- like some wirecutters and a polevault?)... Sat 20 Hack-
ney Sbow, London FREE details to be confirmed; Salis-
Mm The Streets 12 noon Train Station... 19
Lincolnsbire Wolds. £10:01522
83?169 . Sat 20-21 Peace Festival -

Leamington Peace ~Pump
Rooms, Warwickshire. FREE:01926 421830; Frd 26-Sun 28
Glastorbury, Only $80! (or maybe free!}?) 01179767868
mxwmmm@wuﬂ(mbm).
8pm, free...

Fri 3-Sun 5 July - Bracknell Festival, South Hill Park,
Berkshire. Info: 01344 484123... Sat 4 Pride 98, Clapham
Common, London. Free; Peoples Day, ree,
details to be confirmed... Sun § Lazy Sunday, St Mary's
Gardens, Bedford. 01234 360601... Sat 11 - Greenwich
Anti-Racist Festival - Plumstead Common. London, Free;
Rainbow Festival, Watford details to be confirmed... Fré
10-Sun 12 Winchester Hat Fayre, Hampshire, 01962
B63966; Larmer Tree Festival, near Tollard Royal (A354),
Wiltshire. §45/827/86, 01722 415223... Wed 15-Sun 19

near Shepton Mallet, Somerset,
§25.0181 6779564... Frd 17-19 - Music in the Sun Festi-
val, Don Valley Grass Boll, Sheffield. £4 a day, £9.50 week-
end. 0114 2754504/2763727. web:www.solis.co.uk email:
admin(@solis.co.uk ... Sat 18-Sun 19 Brisiol Commu-
WWMMMCDMFREEDHTmﬂﬁ Sat 18
Music in the Square, P 12noon-11pm FREE
01705 834142... Sum 19 Festival of Global Rights, Hack-

dn 8 G, 54 Benel for Adoory Srice

2nd March for Social Justice (@ Thames Embankment (Tem-
ple Tube), Meet 1Znoon, info: 0181 4420090; No Open
Cast Action in the north, info: 0181 7673142...
Sum 31 National Demo against cat for vivisec-
tion (@ Hillgrove Farm (as above), 12noon 0121 632 6460!

retracing the jour-

ﬁn:;;fslavety Walk from Liverpool fo Senegal. Info:0171

2289620... Mon 1-Wed 3 Close Down Eurosatory Arms
[Fair (@ Le Bourget, near Paris. Non-violence training, pro-
test at fair, day of action in Paris. Info: 00-31 2061 64684...
Mon 1-Sun 7 National Vegetarian Week. 0161 928
0793... Frd 5 Blyth Power + Dole Chimers + Judge Trev
eic. Benefit gig for London Animal Action and Re-
daim The Streets (@ Pembury Tavem (as above), 9-1am,
£3.50/52.50.; LAF General Discussion (@ Conway Hall (as
above), Bpm, free; 25th Anniversary of London
Greenpeace, pathering and reunion (@ Conway Hall (as
above) 6.30pm. Info: 0171 7131269... Sat 6 London Re-
claim The Streets, meet 1 2noon outside Euston Station.
: parties, North and South, info: 0171 2814621,
Against the Cage (food, exhibition, workshop, kids
- 1lam (@ Devonshire Green, Sheffield, inc,
National Against Vivisection - 1pm. Info: 0114
2530020, Strawberry Fair, Midsummer Common, Cam-
bridge, free. Info: 01223 350542, Real Peoples Europe
conlference 10am-6pm, University of London, Malet St 0171
6079615.., Sunm 7 Vegfest, Castle Field, Manchester. Info:
0161 9280793

Tue 9 -Tues 16 Reclaim Europe!

Radical alternative to Eurosummit and its corporate agenda
in Cardiff. Mass cycle blockade, demos, workshops, street
events, parties and other surprises. Info: 0171 2729333,
email: europ@globalnet.co.uk http/Awww.geocities.com/
Rainforest/5581/ ... Sat 13th Massive demonstration No
1o a big busimess Europe - Yes 1o Jobs, Public Services
and Democracy, Cardiff at 1.30pm. 01222 220347 email
reclaim. Europe(@btinternet.com - Showld be fun//

Wed 10 Antibunt Demo (2 Houses of Parliament,

ney Marshes, London. FREE... Wed 29 -Sun 2 Aug - Big
Green Gathering, West Wiltshire, £50/concs. Info: 01747
870667... Fri 31- 2nd Aﬂg Tﬂumon Green Fair,
Somerset,To be confirmed; watch this space.

Sun 2 August Sundaze Festival, Rushton Hall Kettering,
Northants. £7/85. 01536 710002... Sun 9 Smokey Bears
Picnic, Southsea Common, Portsmouth 2pm FREE.. Twes -
11-Tues 25 2-week disarmament camp at Trident base,
Faslane, bonnie Smdand 01603 611953... Frd 14-168h
Megadogs Lizard Festival becomes the Beach Party,
Bay, St. Austell, Cornwall, $60 (1. el0181 8012662;
fax:0181 8088161... Sd 15-16tb Day of Protest @
Faslane Peace Camp - street campaignin,
Helensburgh, a march (o, and rally at the base, &xxfand
a Ceildb... Wed 19-Sun 23 Northern Green
ing, near Pontefract, W Yorks 0113 224 9865, unau-
mer Gatbering (TBC) 01395 270280, Mon 31st Suiton
Green Fair, Carshalton Park, Ruskin Rd., Surrey FREE0181
647 TT06. (Phew! Take a breath! That's it... for now.)

FREE PARTY GUIDELINES

Despite the best efforts of the authorities people are still
E:nmgon[reepamaupmddﬂm‘mhemmm Here'sa
lufdosanddunu;wlmmseymslumhhwxdeeyed

. Bepmpatdmbesdf-a.ﬁ:iai.mmﬂbemmﬂ
* Park sensibly, keep site roads dlear,

* Be friendly be local residents, ramblers etc. Smile- you're
at a free party!

* Bury your shit!

* Don't trash the site - take a binbag.

* Don't take drugs cos its illegal. Honest.

* Fires - use dead not live wood (which don’t bum anyway)
* Make a donation - if someone passes a bucket round
don't be a mean git. It costs money to put on free parties.
* Know your rights - get yourself a BUST CARD, 10p from
Release. Advice Line 0171 729 9904. Emergency Help Line
171 603 8654

* Enjoyyourself -and don tlet the party poopersget yer down!



. Men in black

A disabled pensioner who was involved in
the Tei q campaign down in
Devon came home to find two” Bailiffs’ had
broken in and were playing with his com-
puter. After discovenng were after his
database and not Tetris, he understandably
tried to phone the police, at which point he
was shoulder charged to the floor, losing a
tooth in the process. When he persisted in
trying, they started blustering about war-
rants. Upon the eventual arrival of the

lice it transpired they didn’t have one;

the pensioner found himself in a surreal
dream as the police arrested him! Until the
‘Bailiffs’ left that is, when he was promptly
de-arrested. Whowmﬂ‘wy?wh;wmgey
not done for breaking & entering W];y does
a giro never last more than a day? Only
Devon & Cornwall old bill know the answer
and they ain't telling. The pensioner and his
Iwi{e are l'f fre: out the’re considering
eaving the country, so if you know a lawyer
wl'l‘:)u\o?ould do ahf-ryeebie gn this one, let him
know: 01626 835 376

Py
Bigots’ Bimble
The National Front are at it again this time they
are hi-jacking an Apprentice Boy's March to
Downing St on the 23rd May. The Orange Men
want to whinge to Blair about their ‘Rights’ to
march through Catholic Areas; the NF are view-
ing it as free publicity for fascist candidates stand-
ing in the forthcoming by-elections (33 candi-
dates nationally). A counter demo is meeting on
the day at lpmunleSancumy.Whjlchall.Sngi
For info on demo and a list of BNP candidates
r*ii"l‘?rakinghJj o
elections.
(no relation), who were sued by Mcm
the McLibel 2 trial (issue 79), were infiltrated by
a Mcdonalds employed security firm headed by
ex- chief ntendent Nicholson. Nicholson has
now retired from McDonalds and is standing for
the Tonies in Greenwich on May 7th. Wanna rant?
" His office is 0181 850 2880. :

*#* Those sexy tree sitters from the Kingston
Campaign have formed The Kingston Poplar
Front to stand in the By-Election. Their Mani-
festo? “That the council be represented by some-
one from each street thereby establishing a greater
degree of democracy” : info 0181 287 31182

Genetlc souper-heroes
return Monsanto’s bullshit

Monsanto staff tumjnl_-:geup for work in Lon-
don and High Wycombe offices last Wednes-
day were ted by some steamin’ dung
bearing the message “We don’t want
Monsanto’s Bullshit.” Later, a bunch of Su-
per Heroes Against Genetics (SHAG), sport-
ing colourful capes with the trademark “X”
chromosome appeared on the scene, to alert
the world to Monsanto’s plans to contami-
nate food with genetically modified organ-
isms. One of them commented: “Monsanto
areattempting to swamp the market with unnec-
essary genetically modified crops ... We must stop
this co te bullying now!” :
** On Tuesda algrmerinTotrmDe\ron,m-
ceived a visit 600 Jocals, concerned about
his i maodified maize site - incdluding
a neighbouring organic farmer whose sweet
com could well be contaminated when the en-

i pollen is released... Contact: Genetic
ineering Network 0181 374 9516
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Cambridge Arrests CAMPing ‘98
There were 27 arrests (police figure) during  Feace Camps
the afternoon of the Cambridge street Faslane: Following the recent court decision that saw

including those at the World Day for Faslane Peace Camp dassified a business(!!) the next round
Animals action going on in para.ﬁe] in the & ofjudicial wrangling will be in mid-June when the council
town that day. In particular, one man was g set toappeal. No, it hasn't been evicted! No, its not a
badly beaten up by the police after he failed & ness! And no, Argyle and Bute council are neither )
to move from a road junction, and was nicked & nor sane! Weekend of actions and partying, 30/31 May,
for Breach of the Peace and (!) assaulting a & 01436820901,

police officer. When he refused to co-operate g Aldermaston Women's Peace Camp: Every Ind
with attempts made to handcuff him inside =: end of the month, outside the atomic weapans establis
a prison van, the cops took him back out- *; mentin Berkshire. May 9tb: Welfare Before Warheads,
side, cuffed, and threw him to thegund, .5 women only event) calling for a nuclear free world v
where one officer kicked him about the face, = war and arms! More info 0170 355 4434 or 0122 2396563
head and torso. He was refused medical at- & Bring usual tents, instruments and sense of humour!!
tention in custody for three hours, and given 5 Memwith Hill Women's Peace Camp: always stuff hap-

no access to a solicitor, nor an appropriate ing, 01943 468593.
adult, despite i ressive anxi- = Women's Peace Camp: Bi-monthly camp,
ety. In response to this attack, there will be 3 next weekend of actions is on 24-25 May. More info 01:
a demo against police brutality on Satur- 2 2265066 or 0113 262 1534. -
day May 9in Cambridge. Meetby the pub- o Alvés: Camped in Coventry outside the company that
lic toilets on Gonville Place, by Parker’s g Scorpion tanks to Indonesia. Regular events including m
Piece, at 1pm. < nights on Thursdays. Aiming to get a permanent off
If you witnessed any of the arrests on Sat- = through a local housing co-op, Get down there and
urday, phone the Sch Sofficeas soonas © ver support! Info 01926 338805 or 0336 774113,
you can - (01273) 685913 - or write to Box A, T
Arjuna, 12 Mill Road, Cambridge CB1 2AD. & Road Camps
Your call is confidential, and you could earna - Lymeinge Forest: Campaigning for the last year against
Community Action Trust reward. (Er-actually, = whowant to build a Centre Parks style holiday vilige in

t Buthelping out those being fucked = middle of the forest, so happy holiday makers can have:

over by the police is its own reward). 2= nice sheltered holiday in the mnmmie ! Awell estab-
il i ,§bshadwnp!\hemﬂ3ml ; on 0468 945595.
John Pendragon § n-wmmwm; ZTmﬂli';]‘
“One of the cheerleaders really, he loved the | = € '0ll motorwayto campaign agsinst. Excellent local sup=
shnesgmreﬁwntmfesﬁmi A friend port. The local vicar is going for the Guinness Book ol
John who died of cancer last week was
one of the beautiful people, involved in
the Stonehenge Campaign, for which he
campaig}::ed tireless ef:;r 20 eaﬁ-s.nhg‘;m i 3
recen e was involved in the Rainbow | .5 """ ;
Centrej,' Wandsworth Eco-Village and § directions/detalls or a copy of the campaign newsltter,
Dead Wosens Bethon. g Nottingbam: contact 01636 679979 or 0467317649 for
= details as to what's happening.
No News in Portsmouth 3 5%, i bt tioeh mendy greny
25 supporters of the GandALF defendants = sme(mwpmm_mslmmm
occupied the offices of “The Portsmouth 2 excellent local support. Contact 07970318397 for
News' for an hour on Monday, to ask them ‘& _directions/happenings. 1
why they are refusing to cover the ongoing & Crystal Palace: On the highest hill in London, this site s
trials of five editors on trial because they S- paining fantastic local support, Southwark o
wrote about direct action. However, Port- = with three neighbouring coundls, have joined in oppo
smouth News didn’t even cover the occupa- this inner-city destruction. Lots of building and digging
tion of their own offices, so SchNEWS rang £ tinues in order to ensure that the §56m, 20 screen m
News Editor Jess Elliott, to ask why. Elliott 2 dnema complex (with parking for 1000 cars!), doesn
didn't want to comment, preferring instead, 3 offthe drawing board. Wanns get there? By trin o G
to ask a great man’ questions about the va- Z Palace station, by tube to Brixtion then No3 bus, Details ete,

lidi ?_[nd politi edanental:icnof SchNEWS i 0181 7617826,
itselt. He requested to view a copy - so gﬁﬁqm_M|m decision by John Prescott,
ou are Mr. Elliott- read this! After a good & | rieedofbmiiel:'gmgdlhu:"émmﬂ 4

Eeush. he finally offered the revelation o R

that the Portsmouth News did not consider © Bamgor- contact 01248 351541 or 083 563980 for de
the occupation newsworthy... e-mail: jimk@undeb bangor.ac.uk - the camp is protest
** The trial date for Green Anarchist editor  against a greenbelt housing development.

Paul Rogers and Animal Liberation Front  Asbtom Court, Bristol: 20 acre quarry extension into.
Press Officer Robin Webb has been set for  Ashton Court public park. 0467 430211,
the 11th May. More info 0956 694922

...and finally... 3
The hunting set has been unusually frank about the perversions of its members, in an anticle
published in their long-established organ The Field, entitled “Why dogs are better than women®,
It reads; “Their parents never visit and they find yotu amusing when you're drunk. And when a
dog gets old and starts to snap at you incessantly, you can shoot it.” Not for us to speculate
whether the author’s marriage to a Pony Club official had a formative influence on his particular

predilections. The editor of The Field defended the article, saying “you need to understand the
relationship our average reader has with his or her dog. I know lots of people who wonld rather
sleep in a bed with their Labradors than with their sposes.

Whoops! Last weeks SchNEWS had lotsa mistakes because we are now changing over our computer system to Windoze,|
and our DTP person [last week's ane!| was... ahem. The headline, “GBH" referred to green belt housing; Jill Phipps died |
at Coveniry not Shoreham; and the phone number to contact the Stevenage campaign is 01438 815210,

A o
i : FastSJussex, BN22DX. .

Last week on Ine Macimoshes? Bibl “Orchard” & "Meadow™!
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HOW WAS ABSOLUTELY MARVELLOUS!IN THE
THE SKI-ING J [ NEW PEOPLE CARRIER; WE GOT
HOLIDAY? THERE IN NO TIME. SILLY TRISTRAM

WENT OFF PISTE

AND BROKE HIS
L ANKLE THOUGH, [
DION'T YOU
DARLINGZ
5
P
4. :
& 2
WE'RE ALL 7/ =
MIDOLE CLASS D4R \.
o I = ﬁ
i id 1
. 5 e
THESE NHS HOSPITALS T Ia

ARE TERRBLY
DEPRESSING,
AREN'T THEVZ

THOSE NURSES
LOOK EVERSO
TIRED. AND ALL
THOSE PEOPLE
ON TROLLEES IN

DON'T TELL ME
ABOUT IT! IF ZOE'S
COMPREHENSIVE
GETS ANY WORSE,
WERE JUST GOING
TO HAVE TO

Dave Robinson

AND TRIST’S SCHOOL
IS SHORT OF BOOKS
AND TEACHERS, ISN'T
IT DARLINGZ

WE SHOULD PAY
MORE TAXES OR
SOMETHINGE

DON'T BE SILLY
DARLING. WE
DIDN'T VOTE
NEW LABOUR
TO PAY MORE
TAXES. WHERE ARE
YOU ALL GOING FOR
SUMMER THIS
YEAR? WE'RE OFF
TO QUR LITTLE
PLACE IN THE
SEYCHELLES AGAIN..




NO MORE BOSSES
VERSUS WORKERS. WE ARE
ALL ON THE SAME SIDE )}
A\ THE SAME TEAM. ¢

EVERY DAY, MIILIONS UPON
MILLIONS OF TRAGIC VICTIMS LIKE
LITTLE RUTH FALL PREY TO
AFRICA'S CRUEL AND
SAVAGE CLIMATE.

ONLY YOUR UNQUESTIONING
GENEROSITY CAN SAVE Thim,

JUST FIVE POUNDS CAN BUY You
THIS Clnp'S ETERNAL
CRATITUDE , AND A NIGHT OF
UNTROUBLED SLEEP,SAFE IN THE
KNOWIEDGE THAT THEY KNOW

I YOU CARE. I

[ YES! 1 FegL cuiery!

[ 1 emvciose EMouen To MAKE ME FEEL :- I
o.k. [CLITTITI] saiNny

G LosaL

U wiren
I HSTITUTK OF

L oving
T enprrness

P
e BT

3
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-



PISDRERDET!, MITORERDETH! IT°S YER INTERNATIONAL...

hNEWS

: FROM BIRMINGHAM TO THE BERMUDA D\ EVERY WEEK
Issue 167 - Friday 156th May 1998

165th M hﬁp:wa.cbﬂo.uk!Sd'\NEWSi Free/Donation
“I get £89,000 a year... SIFESTSAREAD

I'mworth it, you're not”

Home Secretary Jack Straw

He calls it a soapbox 'shoutabout’- The
Home Secretary stands on a litfle box in
his Blackburn constituency, and takes
questions from the public.

Nigel Cook, sacked from a Polygram
subsidiary after trying to organise a union
against poverty pay, asked Jack ahout the

minumum and casual jobs. Straw fudged.

When Nigel Cook asked what he was paid
he tried not to answer, until eventually he
lost his temper. The Home Secretary
boasted: ‘l‘{ger - £89,000 a year...I'm worth it,
you’re no,

With" perks, his salary climbs to
£147,000..meanwhile five million workers
carn less than £4 an hour, and almost one
million women workers earn less than £2.25
an hour. Nigel Cook was sacked nearly a
year go after tgmg to mEIanis: a trade
union at M&S Packaging. He was forced
to take a job there ﬂ:aﬁ: to the Job Seekers
Allowance, which spells out that an
unemployed person must take any job that
is avm!.g]e, no matter what the pay or
conditions. Refuse - and you lose your
benefits. Workers at M&S are paid as little as
Q;jﬂlmu:.ﬁrlzhourshiﬁs ifts wiihf;osickor

no ts for women.
M&Say i cad(f)‘snmgmy nﬁjg%wlﬁd'l sell
forover £1 Meanwhile m Polygram
made a cool £3 billion.

John Pearson from the Thameside
Unemployed Workers Alliance had his
benefit s after refusing to sign an
umendedt% Seekers Agreement, which
said he must apply for more jobs - whatever
the pay and conditions. During an appeal

John s for 2 hours with 3 witnesses
and a demo outside, he won his case on a
technical point.

* Party and protest! Sat 23rd May Demonstrate
against PolyGram, Glenfield Park, Blackburn
11am - bands such as Tulip lounge will be playing
on the one year anniversasy of the sacking of Nige
Cook Contact RNCC, PO Box 14, T
Lancashire, BB5 1GG Tel 01254 679605

* Tues 19th May Speaker from the Reinstate
Nigel Cook ign with video from the demo
outside the BritAwards (remember whea
Chumbawamba threw water over John Prescott!)

upstairs (@ Hobgoblin, London Rd, Brighton 8pm.

CRAP JOBS OF THE WEEK

(eourtesy of Blackburn JobCentre)
Van drver £50 a week***Lab Technician
{65 a week***Care Assistant [2.65 an hour|
{nights)***Security Guard 2 x 12 hour days|
followed by 3 x 12 hour nights £2.75 per houx]
Ring the SchNEWS desk with your horro:
jobs and New Deal nightmares. 1

Diay Ceis Crief

“Thespionage”, the Brighton based
politically aware theatre group have caused
the Benefits Agency and the Police to stop
in their tracks. Their new play ‘Grief
Encounter’, which is part of lge righton
Festival umbrella, tells the story of a
of ‘fictional characters’ learning how to
survive within the constraints of the JSA. The
play, set in a Brighton pub, features themes
of ‘police infiltration. Life began to imitate
art Sﬁs week when the writer had his benefit
suspended 2nd two uniformed cops in ascene
identical to one in “Grief Encounter” pushed
their way into his home and threatened to
return with a warrant to take his computer.
Members of the cast have been pulled in
the DHSS even though fpanicipadu doesn’t
mean they break any of the ‘availability for
work’ rules. *To see what all the fuss is about
SchNEWS recommends all readers go and
see Grief Encounter for alo%n/?t out.The

Pavilion Theatre, New Rd, Brighton. 7:30,
Mon 18th -Tues 19th May, éjﬂ conc. Box
Office 01273 277772, or ‘phone SchNEWS
for London dates.

BILDERBERG WATCH

“A clique of the richest, economically and
paﬁzfczg most. and influential men
in the Western world (who] meet secretly to
%ﬂ events that later just to ha =
at The Times said about the Bilderberg
gmiF, who held their annual meeting in
otland just a few days before the G8
summit. Heard about it? No way - the media
moguls are top members. *** Read the hot
spnng ‘98 Corporate Watch mag- farter,
slicker and more gripping than ever before.
Subs £12/£10 a year, cheq{es/ .0.5 payable
to Corporate Watch, Box E, 111 Magdalen
Rd, Oxford, OX4 1RQ), Tel 01865 791391

tshis sumx:nlaS eSl;with th%ir 4th Re i.ihm thﬁ
treets last Saturday. Testosterone
West Yorkshire c rs threatened mﬂr%in
the party before it had started, petulantl
waving around side-handled batons an
vigourously wresting the not-yet-inflated
bouncy castle from viguumusly boun
crowd. They later denied their use of
gaacs, despite one officer giving himself a
eful as the gas blew downwind. But after
half an hour of unrest the police suddenly
withdrew to the full-on 600-strong party:
bouncy castle, billowing banners, free food
and techno....

At the end of the afternoon
everyone escorted the system safely away,
whilst the police sent a few cheeky sna
squads into the crowd’s dwindling remainder;
one person was seen to be run down and
then beaten with truncheons. 22 arrests were
made. Witnesses: Tel 0441 1994 77.

Wolverhampton partied at their
first RTS on that same sunny Saturday. No
police violence here, t]wugl the old bill did
mtercept and seize the Headz Collective
soundsystem on it’s way, but it was returned
the following morning; 800 people went for
it all day highlighting Wolverhampton’s
abysmal ‘traffic problem by blocking two
major junctions in the town centre. The

ce helped to prove this point by blockin,
m road with lines of rot vans. Over
officers then forced the protesters back into
a pedestrianised section of town where
people partied onl

Congratulations to the Polish
Green Federation who enjoyed a 150-cyclist
demo in Warsaw recently, painting cycle
lanes promised for 2 years on the roads
themselves! Owing to the high cost of
chemical paint remover, the authorities have
decided to let them stayl

London RTS on Sat 6th June is not only
from Euston station at noon but also from
Brixton (call 0171 2814621) *** Hull is also
Reclaiming the Streets on Sat 23rd May. Meet
1pm at Queen’s Gardens, near Prince’s Quay.

SchNEWSannual

The sexy SchNEWS Annual features
issues 101-150 plus top photos, special I

articles, cartoons, and a comprehensive
contacts list - the Yellow Pa%f of direct
action. It’s yours for £6 + B4p SAE to
the usual address (see back page)

WELCOME TO THE GLOBAL STREET PARTY!

in history kicks off with tens of thousands of people in 37 cities across the world
polluted streets into places of celebration and empowerment; a true global commons

On the 16th of May the biggest ever
simultaneousl mﬂormmEth_llurpn

(G y), Lyon (F:

idle. Here's the Global Street Party list s it stands at the moment: Bogata (Columbia), Berlin, Bislefeld, Thuringen, Hamburg, Dresden
gham, York (UK), Sydney, Brisbane, Melboume (Australia), Tel Aviv (Israel), Geneva, Zurich (
(Spaim), Ankara, Istanbul (Tarkey), Gothenburg, Stockhol
(Czech Republic), Toronto, Vancouver (Canada), Athens (Greece), 1 bourg (L burg), Ljublj

i), Turku (Finland), Madrid

(Sweden), Dublin, Derry (Treland), Seattle, NowYork, Berkeley, Olympia (US), Vancouver (Canada) Prague
(Slovenia), Bratislava (Slovakia), Utrecht (Holland), Turin (Italy),

Zagreb (Croatia). For full review see next issue. For Legal Support in Birmingham Reclaim the Streets take this number with you: 0961 512 147



LYNDIS PERCY

After a month long tral involving 17 MeD
witnesses, National Security Agency (NSA) officers
and the Treasury ors, peace activist Lindis
Percy was found guilty of contempt of court and
given a 12 month suspended sentence for pulling
up by-law signs outside the US Menwith Hil spy
installation. The illegal by-law signs (declared so
by York County Court) were deliberatly moved
on site by NSA staff to entrap Lindis, as part of a
dirty tricks campaign to bang her up for exposing
&thBmd:uspyhm In January a report for
the Europ revealed that “within
Europe all z—dmuf rcx‘cpﬁouc, and fax

cat peed by dhe

SchNEWS IN BRIEF
Announcing the birth of a shiny brand new
force for ecological protection - The E Team!
Awial:h otvunﬂymymﬁ:mamngupmd

with
large database at their disposal.
contacted on 0181 28731182, 07970 392904, or
”“h[imn']himCumpany
If You Go Down To the Woods”: tales
m the Newbury Bypass at Manchester’s
Birch Community Centre Sat, May 23, Plus
Imokshll,bnrandvegmfood,mhuﬁs ,{:Sﬁnm

Italian activist found
hung in prison cell

TheTunnshmpanyinIulyhu been postpo
after a massive
beginning of March a police operation
eviction of two squats and the arrest of 3 people for
their alleged irvolvement in sabotage ngmttheTAV

Frontline Books***Women’s E
Network are holding a day of workshops,
g, info and suchlike, with food and a creche

action around the base are still there. So, it’s business
as usuall
* Sarah Hibson and PeggyWnlfordwmupm

worth of damage to the security fence at d
nuclear weapons factory. The the
d but d a defence of “lawful excuse™
a:gumg that the hase was responsible for the
g incidence of] cases in Berkshi
mmughmdﬁuunamssmmmpq&hdmmd:
a majority verdict and the Crown Prosection Service

is seeking a retrial. Info: 0171 607 2302

STATELY ROAMS

This weeks potential hast is the Duke of
Devonshire, He’s not only a 40%
exemption for his home, Bolton Abbey. He'’s
getting it for 18,000 acres of land, 12,000 of whi:h
have National Park stams. If you want to go and
piss him off dng the Toudst Centre to armnge
your visits: 01756 710 533

CRAP ARREST OF THE WEEK

For walking on the pavement.... Police m Leeds
wok the ‘step off the pavement’ message of Reclum
the Streets a wee bit senmulynrymgmm nto
someone by driving along the pavement tf h

ﬁfyvucontacldmnbyZZMny).Aspmobedd
Environment Week, Making A Difference is on
Sat 6 June, 11am-5pm at the WEN office, 87
Worship 5t, London, EC2A 2BE and cests /3
(free to members). Call Cathy to register: 0171
2473327 *** RARR - Residents Against the
Relief Road in Epsom, South London have
started building tree houses, walkways and a
tunnel but need mote bodies urgenty If you can
help protect lots of trees in a beautiful park from
destruction then call 01372 727014 or 0370
878920 for info /directions *** In Bristol, Knowle
West Housing Estate’s only green space (40 acres)
faces a similar fate - this tme for a bus depot.
The City Council has neglected to consult
residents and much support is needed - digging
has already started! So help Reclaim the Field
on Sat 23rd May, 9am-12n00n @ Filwood Playing,
Fields, Creswicke Road, Knowle. Call 0117
9879667 for info *** The Hillgrove camp
is as lively as ever with the next (nananal)dﬁmo.
planned for Sunday 31st May, 12n00n (@) the farm
- Dry Lane, Witney, Oxou - which Im:eds cats
for vivisection, despite an I
discourage thgpral:nu'_‘ il Forl:'hone of y you who
live an accessible distance from Elephant and
Castle/ Kennington tube, and have not yet noticed
the DIY infoshop at 56a Crampton St, it's about
time you did. As well as a bike library, 3 day-a-
week bookshop and comfy tea-making / drinking

When the pedestrian uttered a mmphnl to the
officers, they gmbbed him and gave them a ode in
the van down to the station.

56a houses {@n @rchive - a adical
reading space housing thousands of items on any
subject you can shake a stick at. 56a is open Thur
and Fa 3- ?gm *** Movement Against the

GATECRASHERS

WAKE NEIGHBOURS

On MayDay, typical of current form,
Nottingham authonties deployed helicopters
and riot squads to trash a free party in
Sherwood forest. Desert Storm,
Smokescreen and a four other soundsystems
along with four vehicles were seized, and
14 people nicked. The various charges,
including refusing to leave the land - sechion
61 of rﬁ CJA - were later dropped, or
cautions accepted, and soundsystems
returned for £150 each.

Might it be that landowner the
Duke of Welbeck, being Britain’s 5th richest
man, explains such police zeal? The nearest
house stands on its own 2 miles from the
arty site. They didn’t even notice the party,
gut were woken up lg police sirens and
helicpter overhead. One of the officers
remarked on the CJA: “Ir5 all 2 bit vague
and ambiguous, we had to sit for ages
wondering which bits to use!”

SUDSCribe! - — — _ _ =™ e el ol oo

Keep SchNEWS FREE! Just send 1st Class stamps (e.g. 20 for next 20 issues) or d

hy's E

of the State Tour is in
full swing, with dates remaining in: Birmingham
- on Sat 16th May, 7-9pm at the Frends of the
Earth Centre, 55-57 Allison St, Digbeth, folowmg
the Global Street Party; Brighton - on Weds 20th
May (call London MAM on 01523 160145 for
location) Cardiff - on Mon 15th June, 7-%9pm @
Clwb Ifor Bach, Womanby St, after the Euro-
Summit. Also, look forward to an action in
t the Queen's summer tea-party.
mw]’aﬁm{ Square on Thurs 2ad July
*** In Oxford people have squatted the old
London Midland Scottish station buiding in
End Street, in protest against a planned ™
junction” development Contact 07970 343 486
for more info. *** If you've ever seen a black
and white “Fuck Work® sticker, it was produced
by UNAMERIC -‘\N ACTIVITIES.
! the exploitative jobs
most people h.lve to do to support capﬂ.a]jsm,
Unamerican encourages people to take part in
building an alternative business model which no
longer creates these crap jobs - starting by
disseminating 5 million Fuck Work stickers! Send
LIS$6 for a bunch of them and reading material
- (cheques payable to Srni Kumar) to UA, PO
Box 410663, San Francisco, CA, 94141-0663
USA. Ordropin athttp:/ / com,

or mail at feedba namerican.com ***

you can malke copies. Post free to all prisoners SchNEWS, ¢/o0 on-the-fiddle, PO. Box

Tel/Autofax : +44

Sorry for the small type (Is that big enuff, Robbie?!)

onations Ask for
mmx?mm

(011273 885913 GET IT EVERY WEEK BY E-MAIL: schnewsfbrighton.co.uk

even gespect his family’s wish to stay away from
Baleno's funeral, so one of them ended up in hospital,
while others had their cars smashed. The next day
eight th d people d their anger in g
demonsmmnﬂ].uledlnomoflhelncnlpnm

org>
* A Reclaim The Streets party celebrating the fifth
birthday of the road protest camp against the A33in

Bedin, Nuremberg and Bielefeld. Camp conbu:t'.-
nbg_aktiv{@postmaster.counk

Inside SchNEws
Matthew Cowern, on 23 hour bang,
miles from home for dnsobeymg ordets, is
serving four years for possession with intent
and is bored, bored, bored. Find it in your heart
to drop him a line... MF2800, HMP Preston, 2
Ribbleton Lane, Preston, Lancs, PR1 5AB.

RECLAIM EUROPE! -
NO TO BIG BUSINESS!

CARDIFF 9th - 16th June

Radical alternative to the E it and its c
aprnda. Mass demonstrations, cycle blockade,

workshops,
stieet events, parties and other surposesMore info 0171
2729333 email reclaim Furope(@htinteraet. com

SINEDS "
INTERNRTIONRL

A sister issue to SchNEWS has been launched i
Ismel, called HITOREROOT, meaning Swaki
up’ The first issue repoxted on activist arrests :
elections, Vanunu on nudear weapons, what to take
to a vigil and Reclaim the Streets. Next issue on
McLibell Guy Bar-Oz can be contacted on

a:m:}rmﬁi‘pas!ﬂwpﬂt&wofdlerm’sm:ndaw
three story model of Jesus that you can climb inside
What dse - front row seats to watch the virgin bis

. disclal)

SchNEWS warns all readers never to
the truth especially when the whole world's &
stage, you never know who's in the audience.
Then you will feel content. Honest..

Happy Birthday KTIO ("Lesley in “Gricf Encounter’) May 1800



A SURVIVAL GUIDE

A COMPLETE MANUAL OF BILLBOARD SUBVERSION AND DESTRUCTION

“The billboard artist’s goal is to throw a well-
aimed spanner into the media’s gears, bringing
the image factory to a shuddering halt. We work
to unmask the real corporate activity behind the
glamorous image. Our actions reclaim these bill-
boards and use them as our own canvasses. After
all, it’s our wa lIs that are being rented out for
business propaganda.”

BILLBOARD IMPROVEMENT - HOW TO
CLEAN UP YOUR HIGH STREET
Destruction of any of the State’s ideological
weapons of control will always be a rewarding
experience. Most times it may be that you don’t
need any more than a tin of paint, a little humour
and a quiet night to-turn a multinational’s expen-
sive advertisement into your own guerrilla tapes-
try. This deals with the direct subversion of the
billboard’s message - to answer it, question it, or
overturn it, all at their expense.

METHODS

If you want to use spray cans then beware illegi-
ble scrawl and spelling mistakes. .Also: like the
hip hop graffitos, get yourself a pistol grip plastic
handle that fits around the can, saving on tired fin-
gers and ensuring that the paint goes in the right
direction. These are cheap and easily available at
any car-shop. The most effective alterations are
certainly the simplest: the addition of one or two
letters; or a speech bubble; or pasting over certain
words or letters with appropriately coloured
paper. A skillfully reworked billboard directs the
passer-by to a consideration of the original corpo-
rate strategy, in the context of a thoughtful reac-
tion.

For lettering, either paint your slogan on paper
or, better still, find a computer and do the alpha-
bet, one letter on each A4 printout. These are your
originals - don’t paste them up. When you want a
slogan, take each letter in tum and blow them up
on a copier. With a computer you should be able
to find the exact typeface that is already on the
billboard. Very impressive was some bright
spark’s addition to Volkswagon’s “We put people
in front of cars” by reproducing in exact type

underneath: “And children under the front
wheels”,
REDECORATING

Use wallpaper paste for the hit, a bucket and a
paint brush. Coat the area to be covered with lots
of paste, place on the graphic and go over it again
with lots of paste (a little PVA in the mix makes it
set quicker and waterproofs it as well). A broom

will get you higher - cut down the head to fit
inside the bucket. Watch thc billboards for when
they change them - if you catch them right you
can get plenty of outside studio space and time for
your visual banditry. Rather than skulking around
in the middle of the night looking suspicious, put
on some overalls, get a gang together and go for
it during daylight hours - you’l1 be able to see
what you are doing for starters. Most passers-by
we’ve met think it's a good laugh. If caught while
putting it up, “Why of%'lcer look, it peels straight
off again!”. “We think tampering’s far more
eff’ective than just spray painting a billboard
because people automatically dismiss that. With
our slogans people don’t immediately recognise it
as agit prop.” - AVI Billboard Interventions

BILLBOARD FELLING

The following section is taken from the US EF!
book “Ecodefense’: :

Safety: It is important to remove billboards. It is
also important not to get caught (so we can
remove more billboards). Personal safety from
self inflicted injury is also extremely important
when using the methods described below. Never
stand in the area where a sign can fall (front or
back). Walk outside of this danger zone. Watch
the sign closely the entire time you are cutting.
Leave the outermost poles for last. Always have
an escape route planned if the sign shows evi-
dence of falling prematurely. Good safety gog-
gles, available at any hardware stores, can elimi-
nate saw dust problems.

Sign-Cutting: Stop periodically to listen for any
indication of discovery. Felling is accomplished
by pushing on the outermost poles, aided some-
times with ropes. Use the rope(s) only for mon-
keywrenching since it may have to be abandoned
if your work is disrupted you don’t want it accu-
mulating fibres, dirt and o1l stains that can link it
with your home or workplace. Store it in a plastic
trash bag between jobs.

Evidence that will remain on your clothing
includes bits of brush, dirt on boots and knees,
and sawdust.

Field Notes: Effective sign cutting requires a
three person team: a driver and two cutters. With
four, your cutting team can have a look out who
can also alternate with the curters in shifts. A five
person team is the largest size for safe operations
and permits two teams of cutters and thus faster
work at the target site. Axes are the least desirable
billboarding tools. Sometimes microscopic marks
left on the

wood can be matched to a specific axe-saw



A SURVIVAL GUIDE

marks, on the other hand, are usually impossible
to match up.

LONG ARM OF THE LAW

If you want to write on a billboard that’s too high
to reach, you can either get a ladder (which isn’t
particularly convenient) or build a spray can
extension rod. You really need the details & dia-
grams for this, so see the EF! web site or contact
Dead Trees EF! You may have to experiment a bit
to get the right measurements to fit your can of
spray paint. Although these extension rods are
clumsy to use at first, with practice they become
very effective.

FUN WITH PAINT

Fill thin plastic bags one third full with half and
half paint and thinners (for better splatter); tie up
right, squeezing all the air out; carry half a dozen
in a box to the target and, standing at an angle-
unless you want to cover yourself-throw. Another
proven splattering technique involves borrowing
a pressurized water-type fire extinguisher from a
business or public building. The ones you want
are the old red ones with a valve, the same valve
as on inflatable tyres. Empty out the contents and

Why are they so g
cheap, Lambert? ;

—

relieve all the pressure inside. Next, open the top
and use a funnel to pour in a well stirred 50/50
mix of paint and thinners or the preferred water
and acrylic-type house paint. Pressurize the extin-
guisher secretly at a petrol station; watch the pres-
sure gauge to know when to stop. Use this spray
gun to deface billboard ads. Do not attempt to
cover the whole sign but make the most of your
paint. Clean the extinguisher out after each use or
it will clog up. At your earliest opportunity, check
your skin, hair and clothes to make sure that there
is no incriminating paint on your person. Keep a
small can of paint thinners (or water, depending
on the type of paint used) and rags on hand just in
case.

If you have time to burn and no surfing costs to
incur, check out Smashing The Image Factory on
ISD’s web site: graphics, anti-media, hard politics
and suggestions for struggle in the era of the mil-
lenium.

The above was taken from an article on sub-
vertising on the UK EF | web site. For more, get in
touch with the Subvertising Standards Agency c/o
Corporate  Watch, or <verify@patrol.i-
way.co.uk>
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