COUNTY OF LOSANGELES
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS

“To Enrich Lives Through Effective and Caring Service”

900 SOUTH FREMONT AVENUE
ALHAMBRA, CALIFORNIA 91803-1331

DONALD L. WOLFE, Director Telephone: (626) 458-5100
www.ladpw.org ADDRESS ALL CORRESPONDENCE TO:
P.O. BOX 1460
ALHAMBRA, CALIFORNIA 91802-1460
IN REPLY PLEASE
August 25, 2005 rererTOFLE: PD-3

The Honorable Board of Supervisors
County of Los Angeles

383 Kenneth Hahn Hall of Administration
500 West Temple Street

Los Angeles, CA 90012

Dear Supervisors:

BEVERLY BOULEVARD PHASE IIl WIDENING AND REPLACEMENT OF
BEVERLY BOULEVARD BRIDGE OVER RIO HONDO CHANNEL
MITIGATED NEGATIVE DECLARATION AND AUTHORITY TO PROCEED
SUPERVISORIAL DISTRICT 1

3 VOTES

IT IS RECOMMENDED THAT YOUR BOARD:

1. Consider the enclosed Mitigated Negative Declaration/Findings of No
Significant Impact, including comments received during the public review
process, for the proposed Beverly Boulevard Phase Il Widening and
Replacement of Beverly Boulevard Bridge Over Rio Hondo Channel
project in the Cities of Montebello and Pico Rivera; concur that the project
with the proposed mitigation measures will not have a significant effect on
the environment; find that the Mitigated Negative Declaration/Findings of
No Significant Impact reflects the independent judgment of the County;
and approve the Mitigated Negative Declaration/Findings of No Significant
Impact.

2. Adopt the enclosed Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program to
ensure compliance with project changes and conditions adopted to
mitigate or avoid significant effects on the environment.

3. Approve the project and authorize Public Works to carry out the project.
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4. Authorize Public Works to pay the $1,250 fee to the State Department of
Fish and Game as required by the Fish and Game and Public
Resources Codes.

PURPOSE/JUSTIFICATION OF RECOMMENDED ACTION

Approval of the recommended actions will fulfill the requirements of the California
Environmental Quality Act for the Beverly Boulevard Phase IlI Widening and
Replacement of the Beverly Boulevard Bridge Over Rio Hondo Channel project and
authorize the proposed project to proceed.

An environmental impact analysis/documentation is a California Environmental Quality
Act requirement that is to be used in evaluating the environmental impacts of this
project and should be considered in the approval of this project. As the project
administrator, we are also the lead agency in terms of meeting the requirements of the
California Environmental Quality Act. Due to the inclusion of Federal funding for the
proposed project, the document was also written in compliance with the requirements of
the National Environmental Policy Act. The Federal Highway Administration has
approved a Finding of No Significant Impact for the project in accordance with National
Environmental Policy Act requirements.

The purpose of the proposed project is to improve traffic circulation and pedestrian
safety within the project area. The proposed project consists of widening an
approximately 0.7-mile segment of Beverly Boulevard from 56 to 76 feet between curbs
to provide four 11-foot lanes, a 10-foot two-way left-turn lane, and two 11-foot shoulders
from Montebello Boulevard to Rea Drive. The shoulders would serve as travel lanes
during peak hours to increase capacity, effectively providing three travel lanes in each
direction during peak travel hours. The widening will require acquisition of
approximately 5 feet of right of way along each side of the street and the purchase and
removal of one or more buildings along Beverly Boulevard. This segment represents
the last phase of widening in Beverly Boulevard from Downtown Los Angeles (Alameda
Street) to Whittier (Norwalk Boulevard). The proposed project will also include the
replacement of the Beverly Boulevard Bridge over Rio Hondo Channel east of Rea
Drive. The proposed bridge replacement includes replacement of the existing bridge
with a wider structure, realignment of the driveway to the Rio Hondo Convalescent
Hospital at Rea Drive, removal of the Rea Drive underpass, removal and reconstruction
of the existing retaining wall on the north side of Beverly Boulevard west of Rea Drive,
construction of a bus turnaround area just northeast of the intersection of Beverly
Boulevard and Rea Drive, and modification of the existing traffic signal system at
Rea Drive.
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The Initial Study of Environmental Factors indicted that the project with the proposed
mitigation measures would not have a significant effect on the environment. Therefore,
in accordance with the Environmental Document Reporting Procedures and Guidelines
adopted by your Board on November 17, 1987, a Mitigated Negative Declaration was
prepared and circulated for public review.

Implementation of Strateqgic Plan Goals

This action is consistent with the County Strategic Plan Goal of Service Excellence as
this action will improve traffic circulation and pedestrian safety, which improves the
quality of life in the County.

FISCAL IMPACT/EINANCING

There will be no impact to the County's General Fund. Funding for construction of the
project is proposed to be included in a future Road Fund budget, to be reimbursed by
funding from the City of Pico Rivera, City of Montebello, the Highway Bridge
Replacement and Rehabilitation program, and Los Angeles County Metropolitan
Transportation Authority grant funds.

FACTS AND PROVISIONS/LEGAL REQUIREMENTS

Under the California Environmental Quality Act, any lead agency preparing a Mitigated
Negative Declaration must provide a public notice within a reasonable period of time
prior to certification of the Mitigated Negative Declaration. To comply with this
requirement, a Notice of Public Hearing and Availability of Initial Study/Environmental
Assessment pursuant to Section 21092 of the Public Resources Code, the project was
published in the Eastside Sun, Whittier Daily News, and the Montebello News. Copies
of the Mitigated Negative Declaration were provided for public review to the Cities of
Montebello and Pico Rivera libraries, and the Cities of Montebello and Pico Rivera.
Notices regarding the availability of the Mitigated Negative Declaration were also mailed
to residents within the vicinity of the project.

The public review period for the Mitigated Negative Declaration ended on March 25,
2004. We received comments from six residents of the area. The comments and the
County's responses, thereto, are included in the Mitigated Negative Declaration/Finding
of No Significant Impact document.
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Based upon the Initial Study of Environmental Factors, it was determined that the
project with the proposed mitigation measures will have less than a significant effect on
the environment. Therefore, approval of the Mitigated Negative Declaration is
requested at this time.

ENVIRONMENTAL DOCUMENTATION

The California Environmental Quality Act requires public agency decision makers to
document and consider the environmental implication of their action.

Mitigation measures have been included as part of the project. We have prepared the
enclosed Monitoring and Reporting Program that includes maintaining records to ensure
compliance with environmental mitigation measures adopted as part of this project.
Included in the mitigation measures is the requirement that a Relocation Plan be
prepared and implemented to provide relocation assistance to any business or person
displaced as a result of the acquisition of their property to construct this project. The
Relocation Plan will be prepared when the project's right-of-way needs are confirmed
during final design. Your Board is being asked to approve and authorize Public Works
to carry out this project.

A fee must be paid to the State Department of Fish and Game when certain notices
required by California Environmental Quality Act are filed with the County Clerk. Upon
approval of the Mitigated Negative Declaration by your Board, Public Works will submit
a check in the amount of $1,250 to the County Clerk to pay the fee. In addition, a
$25 handling fee will be paid to the County Clerk for processing. We will also file a
Notice of Determination in accordance with the requirements of Section 21152(a) of the
California Pubic Resources Code.

IMPACT ON CURRENT SERVICES (OR PROJECTS)

The project with the proposed mitigation measures will not have a significant impact on
current road services or projects currently planned.
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CONCLUSION

Please return one adopted copy of this letter to Public Works.

Respectfully submitted,

DONALD L. WOLFE
Director of Public Works

ED:dp
C060163
P:\pdpub\EP&A\EU\Projects\Beverly Boulevard Phase IlI\Board Letter.doc

Enc.

cc: Chief Administrative Office
County Counsel
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COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS

REQUEST FOR REVIEW

Re: SCH No. 2004021042
Beverly Boulevard Phase III Widening and Replacement of the Beverly Boulevard Bridge

Over Rio Hondo Channel.

The County of Los Angeles Department of Public Works (LACDPW), in conjunction with the City of
Montebello and the City of Pico Rivera, cordially requests your final review of the attached documents for
the Beverly Boulevard Phase III Widening and Replacement of the Beverly Boulevard Bridge over Rio

Hondo Channel.

LACDPW, as Lead Agency, determined that a CEQA Initial Study (IS) and NEPA Environmental
Assessment (EA) were appropriate to adequately address the potential environmental impacts associated
with the proposed project. The Draft IS/EA joint document that was circulated for Public Review meets
the requirements of the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) and the National Environmental
Policy Act (NEPA), and Complies with NEPA guidelines as required for this project due to funding
requested from the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA).

It has been determined that although the proposed project could have a significant effect on the
environment, there will not be a significant effect in this case because revisions in the project were made by
or agreed to by the project proponent and a Mitigated Negative Declaration was prepared.

Subsequent to Public Review of the Draft IS/EA/MND, appropriate changes to the proposed actions and/or
mitigation measures were made resulting from comments received and are included in this Administrative
Final IS/EA. A recommendation for FONSI has been submitted with this document.
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ProMiti .-.,_ ative Declaration

=

CEQA ENVIRONMENTAL FACTORS POTENTIALLY AFFECTED

The environmental factors checked below would be potentially affected by this project, involving at least

one impact that is a "Potentially Significant Impact” as indicated by the checklist on the following pages.

O Aesthetics O Agricultural Resources O Air Quality

O Biological Resources O Cultural Resources O Geology / Soils

O Hazards & Hazardous Materials [ Hydrology / Water Quality ~ [J Land Use / Planning
O Mineral Resousces O Noise O Population / Housing
D Public Services [3 Recreation O Transportation / Traffic
O Utilities /Service Systems 0 Mandatory Findings of Significance

CEQA DETERMINATION

On the basis of this initial evaluation:

]

75

T find that the proposed project COULD NOT have = significant effect on the environment, and a
NEGATIVE DECLARATION will be prepared, -

I find that although the proposed project canld have a significant effact on the environment, there
will not be a significant effect in this case because revisions in the project have been made by or
agreed to by the project proponent. A MITIGATED NEGATIVE DECLARATION will be
prepared.

I find that the proposed project MAY have a significant effect on the epvironment, and an
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT is required, .

1 find that the proposed project MAY have a "potentially significant impact” or "potentially
significant unless mitigated” impact on the environment, but at least one effect: 1) has been
adequately analyzed in an earlier document pursnant to applicable legal standards, and 2) has been
addressed by mitigation measures based on the earlier analysis as described on attached sheets.
An ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT is required, but it must analyze only the effects that
remain to be addressed,

I find that although the proposed project could have a significant effect on the environment,
because all potentially significant effects (a) have been analyzed adequately in an eaclier EIR or
NEGATIVE DECLARATION pursuant to applicable standards, and (b) have been avoided of
mitipated pursuant to that earlier EIR or NEGATIVE DECLARATION, including revisions or
mitigation measures that are imposed upon the proposed project, nothing further is required.

o | itez/oy

Signature (Lead Agency Representative) Date
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COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS

REQUEST FOR FINDINGS OF NO SIGNIFICANT IMPACTS

Re: SCH No. 2004021042

Description

The County of Los Angeles Department of Public Works (LACDPW), in conjunction with the City of
Montebello and the City of Pico Rivera, are proposing to widen Beverly Boulevard for a distance of
approximately 0.7 mile in length between Montebello Boulevard and the east side of the Rio Hondo
Channel Bridge, located within the Cities of Montebello and Pico Rivera. The proposed project represents
the last phase of widening on Beverly Boulevard from downtown Los Angeles to Whittier.

The Beverly Boulevard Bridge would be replaced under the Federal Highway Bridge Replacement and
Rehabilitation Program. The proposed new Beverly Boulevard Bridge would have an 80-foot wide
roadway with 6-foot clear sidewalk and concrete barrier rail with picket railing on each side of the
roadway. The bridge's 80-foot wide roadway will have capacity for 6 traffic lanes, or three lanes in each
direction (four 12-foot inner lanes, two 14-foot outside lanes, and a 4-foot painted median). The proposed
improvements will ensure bridge safety, protect the structural integrity of the channel and greatly improve
traffic flow in the project vicinity.

DETERMINATION

LACDPW, as Lead Agency, determined that a CEQA Initial Study (IS) and NEPA Environmental
Assessment (EA) were appropriate to adequately address the potential environmental impacts associated
with the proposed project. The Draft IS/EA joint document that was circulated for Public Review meets
the requirements of the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) and the National Environmental
Policy Act (NEPA), and Complies with NEPA guidelines as required for this project due to funding
requested from the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA).

It has been determined that although the proposed project could have a significant effect on the
environment, there will not be a significant effect in this case because revisions in the project were made by
or agreed to by the project proponent and a Mitigated Negative Declaration was prepared.

Subsequent to Public Review of the Draft IS/EA/MND, appropriate changes to the proposed actions and/or
mitigation measures were made resulting from comments received and are included in this Administrative
Final IS/EA. A FONSI is recommended based on this Administrative Final IS/EA.
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FEDERAL HIGHWAY ADMINISTRATION

FINDING OF NO SIGNIFICANT IMPACT
FOR

BEVERLY BOULEVARD PHASE III WIDENING AND
REPLACEMENT OF BERVERLY BOULEVARD BRIDGE OVER
RIO HONDO CHANNEL
in the
City of Montebello, Los Angeles County

The Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) has determined that the proposed Beverly
Boulevard Phase 111 Widening and Replacement of Beverly Boulevard Bridge over the
Rio Hondo Channel will have no significant impact on the human environment. This
finding is based on the enclosed Environmental Assesswment, which has been
independently evaluated by the FHWA and dctcrmined to adequately and accurately
discuss the environmental issues and impacts of the proposed project. It provides
sufficient evidence and analysis foi determining that an environmental impact statement
is not required. The FHWA takes full responsibility for the accuracy, scope, and content
for the enclosed Environmental Assessment.

Q’eﬁ?ﬂﬁ) | 7,//-1/05'

Date

Division Administrator
Federal Highway Administration



Summary

Project Name: Beverly Boulevard Phase Il Widening and Replacement of Beverly
Boulevard Bridge Over Rio Hondo Channel

CEQA Lead Agency: County of Los Angeles, Department of Public Works
900 South Fremont Avenue, 11" Floor
Alhambra, CA 91803-1331

NEPA Lead Agency: Federal Highway Administration
Cooperating Agencies: City of Montebello and City of Pico Rivera

Project Location:

Beverly Boulevard, extending from the east side of the Montebello Boulevard intersection to the east side
of the Beverly Boulevard bridge over the Rio Hondo Channel; Cities of Montebello and Pico Rivera, Los
Angeles County, California

Project Description (brief summary):

The County of Los Angeles Department of Public Works (LACDPW), in conjunction with the City of
Montebello and the City of Pico Rivera, are proposing to widen Beverly Boulevard for a distance of
approximately 0.7 mile in length between Montebello Boulevard and the east side of the Rio Hondo
Channel Bridge, located within the Cities of Montebello and Pico Rivera. The proposed project represents
the last phase of widening on Beverly Boulevard from downtown Los Angeles to Whittier.

The proposed project involves the widening of Beverly Boulevard from Montebello Boulevard to Rea
Drive in the City of Montebello, as well as the widening of the adjoining Beverly Boulevard Bridge over
the Rio Hondo Channel, located east of Rea Drive (jurisdiction of the bridge is shared between the City of
Montebello on the west side and the City of Pico Rivera on the east side). The proposed project includes
improvements to redesign the intersection of Beverly Boulevard and Rea Drive, which would convert the
intersection to a four-way intersection that would allow for left turn movements. The intersection
improvements include a permanent closure of the existing Rea Drive underpass, realignment of the
existing access road into the Rio Hondo Convalescent Hospital parking lot, and the construction of a bus
turnaround area just north of the intersection of Beverly Boulevard and Rea Drive.

Beverly Boulevard would be widened from the existing 56 feet between curbs to 76 feet between curbs, in
order to provide four 11-foot wide travel lanes, one 10-foot two-way left-turn lane, and two 11-foot
shoulders. The 11-foot shoulders will serve as travel lanes during peak hours to increase capacity,
effectively providing three travel lanes in each direction during peak traffic hours. Land acquisition is
required for certain locations to provide a minimum of 90' right-of-way. Typically, 5 feet of right-of-way
would be acquired from each side of the street at the existing 80' right-of-way section. Buildings located
within the proposed right-of-way would be modified if feasible.

The Beverly Boulevard Bridge would be replaced under the Federal Highway Bridge Replacement and
Rehabilitation Program. The proposed new Beverly Boulevard Bridge would have an 80-foot wide
roadway with 6-foot clear sidewalk and concrete barrier rail with picket railing on each side of the

Beverly Boulevard Phase 111 Widening - IS/EA
I



Summary

roadway. The bridge's 80-foot wide roadway will have capacity for 6 traffic lanes, or three lanes in each
direction (four 12-foot inner lanes, two 14-foot outside lanes, and a 4-foot painted median). The widened
portion of the bridge would be constructed of single-span concrete box girders supported by concrete pier
walls. The existing bridge would be retrofitted to meet current seismic requirements.

In addition to the No Project/No Build Alternative (Alternative 3), two build alternatives are evaluated in
this report. This includes Alternative 1 [City of Montebello Project Study Report (PSR) Design], and
Alternative 2 (Centerline Offset Design). Alternative 2 is the option preferred by LACDPW staff. Each
of the two build alternatives generally include the same design features, yet Alternative 2 shifts to provide
an offset in the horizontal alignment of Beverly Boulevard five feet to the south of the survey centerline.
Each of the build alternatives would require acquisition of additional right-of-way. Additionally,
Alternative 2 includes construction of raised medians throughout the project.

LACDPW, as Lead Agency, has determined that a CEQA Initial Study (IS) and NEPA Environmental
Assessment (EA) are appropriate to adequately address the potential environmental impacts associated
with the proposed project. This joint document meets the requirements of the California Environmental
Quality Act (CEQA) and the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA). Compliance with NEPA
guidelines is required for this project due to funding requested from the Federal Highway Administration
(FHWA).

Areas of Controversy:
No areas of controversy have been raised to date or are currently known.

List of Required Federal Actions:
Listed below are the anticipated federal actions required for the proposed project:

o Federal Highway Administration (FHWA): issue Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI).

e State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO): approval of Final Historic Properties Survey Report
(Section 106 Study).

e U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (ACOE): Section 404 Nationwide Permit.

A complete listing of all required permits and approvals is included in Chapter 1.4 (Permits and
Approvals Needed) of this document.

Summary of Mitigation Measures:

Below is a summary of potential environmental resources affected by the proposed project and
corresponding mitigation measures to reduce potential impacts.

AIR QUALITY

AQ-1 All active portions of the construction site shall be watered to prevent excessive amounts of dust.

AQ-2 On-site vehicle speed on unpaved surfaces shall be limited to 15 mph.

Beverly Boulevard Phase 111 Widening - IS/EA
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AQ-3

AQ-4

AQ-5

AQ-6

AQ-7

All on-site areas within the construction zone shall be paved or landscaped as soon as feasible, or
watered periodically, or chemically stabilized.

All material excavated or graded shall be sufficiently watered to prevent excessive amounts of
dust. Watering, with complete coverage, shall occur at least twice daily, preferably in the late
morning and after work is done for the day.

All clearing, grading, earth moving, or excavation activities shall cease during periods of high
winds (i.e., greater than 25 mph averaged over one hour) or during Stage 1 or Stage 2 episodes.

All material transported off site shall be either sufficiently watered or securely covered to prevent
excessive amounts of dust.

The area disturbed by clearing, grading, earth moving, or excavation operations shall be
minimized at all times.

BIOLOGICAL RESOURCES

B-1

B-2

B-3

Schedule demolition or construction activities outside the active bird breeding season, normally
March 1 through August 31, but as early as February 1 for raptors and Cliff Swallows. This
would also serve to protect any nursing colonies of bats that may utilize the bridge structure. If it
is not feasible to avoid demolition or construction activities during the months of March through
August, to reduce potential indirect impacts on nesting migratory birds, sensitive raptors, or
roosting bats, a pre-construction survey shall be conducted by a qualified biologist to identify the
location of nesting migratory birds and sensitive raptors, and to verify that eggs are not present.

If demolition or construction activities are to begin during the breeding season, normally March 1
through August 31, but as early as February 1 for raptors and Cliff Swallows, a qualified biologist
shall conduct weekly bird surveys starting thirty days prior to activities in proximity to nesting
habitat.

Avoid or cease demolition and construction activities within 300 feet of nesting migratory birds
(within 500 feet for raptors), until the young birds have fledged, as determined by the project
biologist.

If demolition or construction within 300 feet of nesting sites for migratory birds (within 500 feet
for raptors) cannot be avoided or scheduled outside of the nesting season, then as directed by a
qualified biologist, nesting deterrents will be implemented beginning by January 15 and
maintained through July 15 as necessary. Deterrents may include:

- Placing thick plastic sheeting (e.g. Visqueen) over soil substrate that may be used by ground
nesting birds, such as Killdeer.

- Placing reflective ribbon, random noise blasters (i.e., air-horn, audio tape) in select areas
where nearby human occupants would not be disturbed, perch blocks (i.e., nest covers, tarps,
rail spikes, fencing) on site structures to prevent birds from locating nests or roosts in planned
demolition and/or construction areas.

To reduce potential indirect or direct impacts on sensitive bat species, a pre-construction survey
of the Beverly Boulevard bridge structure over the Rio Hondo Channel shall be conducted by a
qualified mammalogist to identify the roosting locations of any sensitive bat species.

Beverly Boulevard Phase 111 Widening - IS/EA
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B-6

If bats are identified within the Beverly Boulevard bridge structure over the Rio Hondo Channel,
then as directed by a qualified biologist, exclusionary devices will be placed over roost exits on
the bridge structure to ensure that the bats evacuate their roost location(s) and do not return to the
location(s). The specific type of exclusionary device(s) to be used would be determined by a
qualified biologist.

If bats are identified within the Beverly Boulevard bridge structure over the Rio Hondo Channel,
a qualified biologist will be consulted to assess the potential need (if any) for the provision of
alternative bat roost location(s) in the vicinity of the bridge during and after construction. The
County will follow the recommendations of the qualified biologist in this matter.

COMMUNITY & RELOCATION IMPACTS

C&R-1 A specific non-residential Relocation Plan shall be prepared and implemented after a preferred

project design alternative is adopted and prior to construction.

CULTURAL AND PALEONTOLOGICAL RESOURCES

C-1:

C-2:

C-3

All earth-moving construction activity within 50 feet of the boundaries of sites RH1 and RH3 will
be monitored by a professional archaeologist. This monitoring will be full-time (i.e., the
archaeological monitor will be present whenever any earth-moving activity is conducted). Earth-
moving activity includes: surface vegetation clearing, “grubbing,” grading, trenching, boring,
auguring, excavation, and any other activity involving work which extends beneath the existing
ground surface. The archaeological monitor will be provided with updated construction
schedules, at least one week in advance, throughout the duration of the project. The
archaeological monitor will have the authority to halt construction, if necessary, to investigate
any potentially significant deposits unearthed during excavation in the vicinity of sites RH1 and
RH3.

The portions of site RH1 that lie outside the project ADI will be demarcated as “Environmentally
Sensitive Areas” (ESAS), in order to ensure their avoidance. High-visibility plastic construction
fencing will be used to prohibit access to these areas. Signs denoting the areas as ESAs will be
attached to the fencing. The ESAs will be defined prior to construction and depicted on all
construction drawings and plans. All construction personnel will be instructed to avoid these
areas, and to contact the archaeological monitor if any unanticipated work is required within the
ESAs. Site RH3 will be protected as an ESA in the same manner.

The archaeological monitor will conduct on-site cultural resources sensitivity training (crew
education) to all workers performing ground disturbance activities at locations in or within 50 feet
of sites RH1, RH3, and the Rio Hondo Channel. Prior to the beginning of earth moving
construction activities (including initial grading and vegetation removal), all construction
personnel (including management) shall be informed of the cultural resource values involved and
of the regulatory protections afforded those resources. The construction personnel shall also be
informed of procedures relating to the discovery of unanticipated cultural resources (as outlined
below). They shall be cautioned not to collect artifacts, and asked to inform a construction
supervisor and the onsite archaeological monitor in the event that cultural remains are discovered
during the course of construction. The onsite archaeological monitor shall administer
supplemental briefings to all new construction personnel who may perform ground disturbance
activities at locations in or within 50 feet of sites RH1, RH3, and the Rio Hondo Channel, prior to
their commencement of ground disturbance construction activities.

Beverly Boulevard Phase 111 Widening - IS/EA
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C-4:

C-6:

In the event archaeological resources are unearthed during excavation activities associated with
the project, work shall be stopped immediately, and the discovery shall be evaluated by a
qualified archaeologist, pursuant to the procedures set forth at CEQA Section 15064.5.

If human skeletal remains are found at the project site during earth moving activities such as
grading or trenching, work shall be suspended and the Los Angeles County Coroner’s Office
shall be notified. Standard guidelines set by California law provides for the treatment of skeletal
material of Native American origin (California Public Resources Code, Sections 5097.98 et seq.;
Health and Safety Code, Section 7050.5 and others). Procedures to be employed in the treatment
of human remains are found in “A Professional Guide for the Preservation and Protection of
Native American Human Remains and Associated Grave Goods,” published by the California
Native American Heritage Commission.

Paleontological resources have not been identified within the project APE; however, if fossilized
shells, plants or bones are discovered during construction of the project, work shall be suspended
in the immediate vicinity of the finds, and the potential significance of the resource shall be
evaluated by a qualified specialist.

HAZARDOUS WASTES & MATERIALS

HZ-1

HZ-2

HZ-3

HZ-4

HZ-5

HZ-6

Prior to any renovation or demolition activities, a certified asbestos consultant shall conduct an
asbestos survey. If any asbestos is found in structures to be modified or demolished, a state-
licensed abatement contractor shall remove any asbestos-containing materials prior to the start of
the structural modification or demolition work.

A lead survey shall be conducted by a qualified lead investigation consultant on each structure
prior to scheduled demolition or renovation. Any lead-contaminated surfaces shall be treated, as
determined by the consultant's report, during demolition or renovation, so that dust and fumes do
not present hazards to workers or children in the area.

The contents of identified 55-gallon drums on site shall be characterized and removed from the
site by a licensed hauler.

Depending upon the project design alternative selected and other logistical considerations, the
building located at 106 West Beverly Boulevard (located between 100 and 108 West Beverly
Boulevard) may ultimately be acquired and demolished as a result of the project's right-of-way
needs. There is a possibility that subsurface contamination from two business located near 106
West Beverly Boulevard may have migrated below the 106 Beverly Boulevard building. If 106
West Beverly Boulevard is ultimately acquired and slated for demolition, a subsurface
investigation shall be conducted to determine whether or not contamination is present prior to
demolition.

A subsurface investigation shall be conducted at 269 East Beverly Boulevard (currently Pio’s
Liquor) to evaluate the potential that contaminants may be present in the soil prior to possible
demolition or street work.

There is a potential for asbestos and lead-based paint to exist at 228 East Beverly Boulevard
(Unique Floral) given the age of the structure. The owner/operator should be questioned about
the use of pesticides to determine whether that would represent a recognized environmental
condition at the site.

Beverly Boulevard Phase 111 Widening - IS/EA
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HZ-7

HZ-8

HZ-9

HZ-10

N-2

N-3

A subsurface investigation should be undertaken if stained or odorous soils are encountered
during project activities at the former gas station properties identified at 116, 117, 200, 201, and
712 East Beverly Boulevard.

Any affected lead-based roadway pavement markings (e.g., yellow and thermoplastic markings)
should be collected, tested, and disposed of according to applicable State and Federal regulations.

Areas of exposed soil affected by project construction should be tested for Aerially Deposited
Lead contamination prior to earthmoving activities. If detected, Aerially Deposited Lead
contaminated soils should be collected, tested, transported, and disposed of in accordance with
applicable State and Federal regulations.

Existing timber supports of the Beverly Boulevard Bridge over the Rio Hondo Channel are coated
with creosote. All creosote-coated timber supports removed during demolition of the existing
bridge shall be classified as hazardous material. The creosote-coated timber shall be handled and
disposed of in accordance with applicable State and Federal regulations.

Without noise abatement, the interior noise level from exterior traffic noise is expected to exceed
FHWA, Caltrans, and State of California Noise Insulation Standards for multiple family
dwellings at the following locations in the project area: 1) Residential unit at 445 Sixth St.,
abutting E/B Beverly Blvd.; and 2) Casa Grande Apartments, abutting W/B Beverly Blvd. at
Fourth Street. To satisfy mitigation requirements in accordance with CEQA guidelines, the
County must investigate and implement interior noise abatement (if determined necessary based
upon the results of actual interior noise measurement readings, engineering investigation, and
building inspection), at these locations as a component of the proposed project. Further
engineering investigation and interior noise measurements must be undertaken during future
project design phases to confirm the existing interior noise insulation performance of the two
buildings and determine an appropriate abatement strategy (e.g., soundwall, building facade
upgrades, or a combination of both) if existing and future interior noise levels are confirmed to be
in exceedance of applicable Noise Insulation Standards at these two locations.

In addition to soundwalls, the alternative interior noise reduction strategy to be investigated by
the County is the concept of upgrading various acoustically weak elements of the building’s
facades. Such building fagade upgrades are assumed to provide a minimum of twenty eight to
thirty one (28-31) dBA of exterior to interior noise reduction in habitable rooms with windows in
the closed position. Building facade upgrades, if implemented, would include the provision of
mechanical ventilation and/or air conditioning as necessary (if not presently existing) to maintain
a comfortable year-round interior temperature environment. Other acoustical upgrades to be
considered by the County at these locations could include new, fully weather-stripped, solid core
or insulating glass exterior doors; single or dual-pane acoustically rated window assemblies, and
sealing or baffling of any building shell penetrations.

Implement soundwalls SW-3, SW-4 and SW-5 to mitigate interior and exterior noise levels in
accordance with CEQA guidelines, as recommended in the proposed project design. The final
design of the soundwalls will be developed during future project design phases.

Before pile driving activities are to occur in the vicinity of the Beverly Boulevard bridge over the
Rio Hondo Channel (as part of the bridge replacement phase of the project), place written notices
in prominent locations within Grant Rea Memorial Park to inform park users of the following: 1)
dates that pile driving activities are scheduled to occur, 2) a notification that pile driving activities
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N-4

N-5

N-8

N-9

N-10

N-11

N-12

N-13

N-14

N-15

may produce loud, intermittent noise disturbances, and 3) a recommendation that while pile
driving activities are in progress, park users should attempt to locate their activities within the
park as far as feasible from the southern boundary of the park.

All noise-producing project equipment and vehicles using internal combustion engines shall be
equipped with mufflers, and air-inlet silencers where appropriate, in good operating condition that
meet or exceed original factory specification. Mobile or fixed "package" equipment (e.g., arc-
welders, air compressors) shall be equipped with shrouds and noise control features that are readily
available for that type of equipment.

All mobile or fixed noise-producing equipment used on the project, which is regulated for noise
output by a local, state, or federal agency, shall comply with such regulation while in the course of
project activity.

Electrically-powered equipment instead of pneumatic or internal combustion powered equipment
shall be used, where feasible.

Material stockpiles and maobile equipment staging, parking, and maintenance areas shall be located as
far as practicable from noise-sensitive receptors.

The hours of conventional construction activities shall be restricted to the periods and days permitted
by the local noise or other applicable ordinance, or exemptions therefrom shall be obtained. In
accordance with the City of Montebello Noise Ordinance, these activities include (but are not limited
to) construction, noisy maintenance activities, all spoils and material transport, demolition, and
grading, and are prohibited between the hours of 8:00 p.m. and 7:00 a.m. on weekdays (Monday
through Friday) and 6:00 p.m. to 9:00 a.m. on Saturdays, Sundays, and legal holidays, except in cases
of emergency as determined and approved by the appropriate City official. The only exception to this
restriction should be inaudible underground tunneling activity.

Driving of piles in the Rio Hondo Channel vicinity shall be permitted only during the hours between
9:30 a.m. and 4:00 p.m., Monday through Saturday, and shall not be permitted on legal holidays.

The use of noise-producing signals, including horns, whistles, alarms, and bells shall be for safety
warning purposes only.

No project-related public address, paging, two-way radio, or music system shall be audible at any
adjacent receptor.

The on-site construction supervisor shall have the responsibility and authority to receive and resolve
noise complaints. A clear appeal process to LACDPW shall be established prior to construction
commencement that will allow for resolution of noise problems that cannot be immediately solved by
the site supervisor.

The contractor shall develop a project noise control plan, which shall have been approved and
implemented prior to commencement of any construction activity.

Noise control features and plans shall be reviewed and approved by a noise control engineering
professional.

Contract incentives may be offered to the construction contractor to minimize or eliminate noise
complaints resulting from project activities.
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N-16 The erection of temporary soundwall barriers shall be considered where project activity is
unavoidably close to noise-sensitive receptors.

N-17 Planting of trees and shrubbery, while useful for visual screening, is not an effective noise control
mechanism and is not considered an abatement/mitigation measure for noise impacts.

N-18 Temporary relocation shall be offered to “day sleepers” and other persons demonstrating hardship
when pile driving is being conducted within 91 meters (300 feet) of their respective dwellings.
Temporary relocation may not be necessary if a vibratory pile hammer can be used exclusively in lieu
of an impact hammer.

N-19 Caltrans Standard Specifications (Sections 7 and 42) and Standard Special Provisions (that provide
limits on construction noise levels) shall be applied and enforced by the contracting agency on the
project contractor(s)).

N-20 Arrange noisiest operations together in the construction program to avoid continuing periods of
annoyance.

N-21 If practicable, implement project noise abatement features prior to construction.

VISUAL/AESTHETICS

VA-1 The unpaved portions within the areas of the Rea Drive realignment, the bus turnaround area on
Rea Drive, and the bridge abutment areas, shall be designed and installed with landscaping per
the standards of the City of Montebello.

VA-2 Trees removed as a result of the street widening project shall be replaced in accordance with an
approved landscape plan to be developed in compliance with the standards specified by the City
of Montebello.

Public Review and Response to Comments

The IS/EA is a preliminary analysis of the proposed project to determine whether a Negative
Declaration/Finding of No Significant Impact (ND/FONSI) is appropriate or if there will be
significant impacts, which would require the preparation of an Environmental Impact
Report/Statement (EIR/EIS). This IS/EA has been prepared in accordance with the California
Environmental Policy Act (CEQA) and the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA).

After review by various agencies and the public, Caltrans and the Federal Highway
Administration in consultation with the City of Montebello has determined that project impacts
can be mitigated to a level of non-significance allowing approval of this ND/FONSI.

Changes have been made to this environmental document since the circulation of the draft
environmental document. Public and Agency comments received during the circulation of the
Draft IS/EA, the Public Meetings, and subsequent agency consultation have resulted in
refinements that have been incorporated in this final document. All changes are shown in
strikeout/underline format within the document.
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Chapter 1: Proposed Project

1.0 PROPOSED PROJECT

1.1  PROJECT DESCRIPTION

The County of Los Angeles Department of Public Works (LACDPW), in conjunction with the City of
Montebello and the City of Pico Rivera, is proposing to widen Beverly Boulevard between Montebello
Boulevard and the east side of the Rio Hondo Channel Bridge, located within the Cities of Montebello
and Pico Rivera. The proposed project involves the widening of Beverly Boulevard from Montebello
Boulevard to Rea Drive in the City of Montebello, as well as the widening of the adjoining Beverly
Boulevard bridge over Rio Hondo Channel, located east of Rea Drive (jurisdiction of the bridge is shared
between the City of Montebello on the west side and the City of Pico Rivera on the east side).

Beverly Boulevard Phase Ill Widening from Montebello Boulevard to Rea Drive:

Beverly Boulevard would be widened from the existing 56 feet between curbs to 76 feet between curbs, in
order to provide four 11-foot wide travel lanes, one 10-foot two-way left-turn lane, and two 11-foot
shoulders. The 11-foot shoulders would serve as travel lanes during peak hours to increase capacity,
effectively providing three travel lanes in each direction during peak traffic hours. The segment of
Beverly Boulevard to be widened (from Montebello Boulevard to Rea Drive) is approximately 0.7-mile in
length, representing the last phase of widening on Beverly Boulevard from downtown Los Angeles
(Alameda Street) to Whittier (Norwalk Boulevard).

Within the project limits, the existing Beverly Boulevard right-of-way ranges from 80' to 100" wide. Land
acquisition is required for certain locations to provide a minimum of 90' right-of-way. Typically, 5 feet of
right-of-way would be acquired from each side of the street at the existing 80' right-of-way section.
Buildings located within the proposed right-of-way would be modified if feasible. Depending upon the
ultimate project design adopted and the wishes of affected property owners, the project may ultimately
result in the purchase and removal of one or more buildings along Beverly Boulevard within the project
limits. Various signs, monuments, and other related private facilities within the proposed right-of-way
would be removed or relocated as part of the project. The private facilities to be removed or relocated
include chain-link fences, concrete block walls, parking lot lightings, planters, landscaping, irrigation
systems, and pavers.

Additional information about the proposed Beverly Boulevard design options is provided in Section 1.3 -
Project Alternatives, of this chapter.

Replacement of Beverly Boulevard Bridge over Rio Hondo Channel:

The Beverly Boulevard Bridge crosses over the Rio Hondo Channel at the easterly end of the project area.
The Beverly Boulevard Bridge would be replaced under the Federal Highway Bridge Replacement and
Rehabilitation Program. The proposed project includes the replacement of the existing bridge with a
wider structure, closure of the existing Rea Drive underpass, modifications to the intersection of Beverly
Boulevard and Rea Drive, realignment of the driveway to the Rio Hondo Convalescent Hospital at Rea
Drive, modifications to the existing traffic signal system at Rea Drive, construction of a bus turnaround
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area just northeast of the intersection of Beverly Boulevard and Rea Drive, and removal and
reconstruction of the existing crib wall on the north side of Beverly Boulevard (west of Rea Drive).

The existing Beverly Boulevard Bridge over Rio Hondo Channel is 535 feet long with 156 feet (4 spans)
of timber deck over a steel girder bridge supported by timber bents on the west end, 236 feet (6 spans) of
similar bridge structure on the east end, and 142 feet (single span) of concrete tee-girders supported by
concrete piers over the concrete-paved Rio Hondo Channel. The existing bridge has a 48-foot roadway
width with a 5-foot 6-inch sidewalk on each side. The proposed new Beverly Boulevard Bridge would
have an 80-foot wide roadway with 6-foot clear sidewalk and concrete barrier rail (Caltrans Type 26) with
picket railing on each side of the roadway. The bridge's 80-foot wide roadway would have capacity for 6
traffic lanes, or three lanes in each direction (four 12-foot inner lanes, two 14-foot outside lanes, and a 4-
foot painted median).

1.2 PURPOSE AND NEED

Beverly Boulevard is a regionally significant major arterial highway providing direct east-west access
from east Los Angeles County and west Orange County to downtown Los Angeles. The highway serves
as an alternate corridor to downtown Los Angeles to relieve the congestion on the San Bernadino/Pomona
freeways. Beverly Boulevard is classified as a truck route in the City of Montebello Circulation Element.
In addition, it serves as a major bus route through the cities of Whittier, Pico Rivera, Montebello, and Los
Angeles for the Metropolitan Transit District (MTD) Transit Line.

The need for and elements associated with the proposed Beverly Boulevard street widening design is
described in the City of Montebello's Project Study Report (PSR) completed in June 1999, and serves as
the basis for development of the build alternatives addressed in this report. The proposed project would
complete the last construction phase of widening Beverly Boulevard from downtown Los Angeles to
Whitter. This last segment of Beverly Boulevard to be widened (the proposed project area) is currently a
"bottleneck™ that constrains traffic flow between the easterly and westerly segments of Beverly Boulevard
that have already been widened. The limited traffic capacity along this segment of Beverly Boulevard is
expected to worsen each year due to this bottleneck effect as traffic levels increase as a result of
population and regional growth.

With future projected increases in traffic volumes, the efficiency of public transportation and the function
of Beverly Boulevard as an alternative transportation corridor will be impacted significantly without the
project. According to the most recent traffic counts conducted by the City of Montebello, the current
Average Daily Traffic (ADT) along Beverly Boulevard in the project area is approximately 38,000. The
proposed project is needed to improve traffic level of service along Beverly Boulevard within and beyond
the project limits. It would save travel time and reduce idle emissions by reducing queues.

The design of the proposed roadway widening (i.e., planned width and number of travel lanes) is not
intended to meet a specific traffic level of service (LOS) performance objective. Rather, the proposed
project is designed to achieve the best possible future LOS performance scenario, in consideration of the
fact that widening of the roadway beyond areas proposed is not feasible due to lack of available right of
way.
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Under existing conditions, the segment of Beverly Boulevard between Montebello Boulevard to the Rio
Hondo Channel is currently operating at LOS E in the westbound direction during the AM peak hour and
LOS F in the eastbound direction during the PM peak hour. These findings are consistent with the
existing directional traffic splits of high westbound traffic in the morning and high eastbound traffic in the
afternoon. The lower demand eastbound direction during the AM peak hour is currently operating at LOS
D, while the lower demand westbound direction during the PM peak hour which is currently operating at
LOS A.

Tables 1.2-1 and 1.2-2 summarize existing and future traffic LOS performance scenarios for the Beverly
Boulevard project segment.

Table 1.2-1. Summary of AM Peak Hour LOS Results - Existing and Future Build/No Build

Scenarios
AM Peak Hour
Capacity Lanes EB wWB EB WB EB WB
[1] Volume Volume V/IC VI/IC LOS LOS
Existing Conditions 750 2 1,218 1,431 081 095 D E
Year 2025 No Build 750 2 1,455 1,709 097 114 E F
Year 2025 Build (With 750 3 1,455 1,709 0.65 0.76 B C
Widening)

[1] - LA County CMP Lane Capacity

Table 1.2-2. Summary of PM Peak Hour LOS Results - Existing and Future Build/No Build

Scenarios
PM Peak Hour
Capacity Lanes EB WB EB WB EB WB
[1] Volume Volume V/IC V/IC LOS LOS
Existing Conditions 750 2 2,911 877 1.94 0.58 F A
Year 2025 No Build 750 2 3,476 1,047 2.32 0.70 F B
Year 2025 Build (With 750 3 3,476 1,047 154 0.47 F A
Widening)

[1] - LA County CMP Lane Capacity

In the future, with the proposed widening of Beverly Boulevard, the project area segment would operate
at LOS C in the westbound direction during the AM peak hour (versus future year LOS F without project)
and would remain at LOS F in the eastbound direction during the PM peak hour. Although the future
with project PM peak hour eastbound direction would remain at LOS F (the same LOS as existing and
future without project conditions), the proposed project would reduce the eastbound PM peak hour
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volume to capacity (V/C) ratio to 1.54, representing a marked improvement over existing conditions (V/C
= 1.94) and future year without project conditions (V/C = 2.32).

In addition, the existing concrete and asphalt pavement along roadway within the project limits is
generally in poor condition with longitudinal and transverse cracking. The proposed project would
resurface the existing paved roadway travel lanes, providing better roadway conditions for motorists.

The replacement of the Beverly Boulevard bridge over the Rio Hondo Channel is needed to provide a
structure that matches the widths (of travel lanes and shoulder areas) of the adjoining segments of Beverly
Boulevard on the west side of the bridge (i.e., planned roadway width per proposed project) and east side
of the bridge (i.e., existing roadway width). Beverly Boulevard on the east side of the bridge has already
been widened, so the existing bridge does not match the current width of the roadway on the east side. In
addition, the proposed new bridge structure is intended to meet current seismic and design safety
requirements.

1.3 PROJECT ALTERNATIVES

This IS/EA describes and evaluates potential impacts for two design alternatives of the proposed project,
as well as a No Project/No Build Alternative, as follows:

1.3.1 ALTERNATIVE 1: CITY OF MONTEBELLO PROJECT STUDY REPORT (PSR) DESIGN

This proposed Beverly Boulevard street widening design is described in the City of Montebello's June
1999 PSR. Under this alternative, Beverly Boulevard would be widened to 76 feet between curbs,
providing four 11-foot travel lanes, one 10-foot two-way-left-turn lane, and two 11-foot shoulders. Left
turn pockets would be provided at designated intersections. It is intended that the 11-foot shoulders
would serve as travel lanes in peak hours to increase capacity, while parking would be permitted in the
shoulders during non-peak hours. This would effectively provide three travel lanes during peak traffic
hours. In the future, if traffic capacity warrants, the 11-foot shoulders could serve as full-time travel
lanes.

Alternative 1 also includes raised medians at selected locations to maintain uniformity with the adjacent
Beverly Boulevard Phase 2 project. The centerline would be realigned near Wilber Place and Rea Drive
using a 10,000-ft. radius to match the bridge alignment. Land acquisition would be required for certain
locations to provide a minimum of 90 feet right-of-way for the entire length of the project area. The
existing Portland Cement Concrete (PCC) or Asphalt Concrete (AC) pavement would be resurfaced with
AC pavement.

The design of the roadway, sidewalk areas, traffic signals, and intersections would be in conformance
with the guidelines of the Americans Disabilities Act (ADA) of 1990. The project includes construction
of 28 wheelchair ramps.
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Alternative 1 Beverly Boulevard Bridge Replacement Scope/Design

The proposed new Beverly Boulevard bridge over the Rio Hondo Channel would have an 80-foot wide
roadway with 6-foot clear sidewalk and concrete barrier rail (Caltrans Type 26) with picket railing on
each side of the roadway. The bridge's 80-foot wide roadway would have capacity for 6 traffic lanes, or
three lanes in each direction (four 12-foot inner lanes, two 14-foot outside lanes, and a 4-foot painted
median). To accommodate the new ultimate width, the existing westerly and easterly timber-steel girder
bridge would be replaced and the existing middle concrete bridge will be widened. The new bridge (both
westerly and easterly portions) would be constructed of 4'6™ deep cast-in-place prestressed concrete box
girders. There would be one new concrete pier on the westerly portion of the bridge and two new
concrete piers on the easterly portion. The existing concrete tee-girders over Rio Hondo Channel would
remain. The widened portion of the bridge would be constructed of single-span concrete box girders
supported by concrete pier walls. The existing bridge would be retrofitted to meet current seismic
requirements.

Construction would require maintaining two traffic lanes open (one lane for each direction) on the bridge.
Access to Rea Drive, as well as the existing equestrian trail, bike path, and levee access roads under the
bridge, would be maintained during construction. Temporary, minor realignment (i.e., realign a few feet
from the existing location) of the existing equestrian trail and levee access road (used as a bicycle path)
along the Rio Hondo Channel may be required during construction of the new bridge piers. The
equestrian trail and bicycle path would be restored in their original locations to original or better condition
when project construction activities are completed.

The proposed bridge replacement scope includes the following additional features:

¢ The intersection of Beverly Boulevard and Rea Drive at the westerly approach roadway would be
redesigned and existing traffic signals would be relocated and modified to improve traffic flow
and safety.

¢ The driveway for the Rio Hondo Convalescent Hospital on the south side of Beverly Boulevard
would be realigned to intersect Beverly Boulevard at Rea Drive. Left turn for the eastbound
traffic on Beverly Boulevard to Rea Drive would be allowed. This would eliminate the need for
the existing Rea Drive underpass.

¢ The Rea Drive underpass would be closed by the placement of sloped compacted fill.

¢ The existing access ramp (located on the south side of the bridge) providing access from Beverly
Boulevard to the bike path (along the Rio Hondo Channel) may be modified and reconstructed in
the same general location it exists today. This reconstruction of the access ramp would not affect
or alter the actual bike path along the Rio Hondo Channel. Access to and along the bike path
would be maintained during construction.

¢ A bus turnaround area would be constructed on an open parcel of land located just north of the
intersection of Beverly Boulevard and Rea Drive (bounded by Rea Drive to the east, west and
north). Construction of the new intersection at Beverly Boulevard and Rea Drive, coupled with
the closure of the existing Rea Drive underpass, would require the construction of the bus
turnaround area to accommodate existing transit service routing. The new bus turnaround would
be constructed on land currently owned by the City of Montebello, and would not require
acquisition of any portion of the adjacent Grant Rea Memorial Park.

Beverly Boulevard Phase 111 Widening - IS/EA
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Chapter 1: Proposed Project

1.3.2  ALTERNATIVE 2: CENTERLINE OFFSET DESIGN

This proposed design is the option preferred by LACDPW staff. It incorporates the same features and
design elements as Alternative 1 throughout the project limits and follows the Alternative 1 configuration
from the westerly project limits (at Montebello Boulevard), eastbound up to 4™ Street. From east of 4"
Street to Wilber Place, the configuration of Alternative 2 shifts to provide an offset in the horizontal
alignment of Beverly Boulevard five feet to the south of the survey centerline. The available setback of
existing buildings on the south side of Beverly Boulevard in this area (between 4™ Street and Wilber
Place) allows the offset of the centerline to reduce the number of impacted buildings on the north side of
the street.

Alternative 2 also includes raised medians throughout the project. Land acquisition would be required for
certain locations to provide a minimum of 90 feet right-of-way for the entire length of the project area.

The design of the roadway, sidewalk areas, traffic signals, and intersections would be in conformance
with the guidelines of the Americans Disabilities Act (ADA) of 1990. The project includes construction
of 28 wheelchair ramps.

Alternative 2 Beverly Boulevard Bridge Replacement Scope/Design
The design of the new Beverly Boulevard Bridge over the Rio Hondo Channel and additional project
features would be exactly the same as described above for Alternative 1.

1.3.3 ALTERNATIVE 3: No PROJECT/NO BUILD

No street widening or bridge replacement would occur. Beverly Boulevard, the Beverly Boulevard bridge
over the Rio Hondo Channel, the Rea Drive underpass, and the equestrian and bicycle trails along the Rio
Hondo Channel would exist primarily as they do today.

1.4  PERMITS AND APPROVALS NEEDED

After the certification of the Final IS/EA for the proposed project [which will include the issuance of a
CEQA Mitigated Negative Declaration (MND) and a NEPA Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI)],
the following jurisdictional permits and approvals are anticipated before construction begins:

¢ California Department of Fish and Game (CDFG): Section 1601 Streambed Alteration Permit
Agreement.

+ California Department of Transportation (Caltrans): Right-of-Way Certification.
+ City of Montebello:

- Approval of final project design plans (including grading plans, construction
plans/specifications, and traffic management plan)

- Approval for rededication of land use
- Construction permit
+ City of Pico Rivera:

Beverly Boulevard Phase 111 Widening - IS/EA
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Chapter 1: Proposed Project

*

*

*

Approval of final project design plans (only for the Bridge Replacement component of the
project, to include grading plans, construction plans/specifications, and traffic management

plan)
Construction permit

Federal Highway Administration (FHWA): issue Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI).
Los Angeles County Department of Public Works: approval of final project design plans.
Los Angeles Regional Water Quality Control Board (RWQCB):

California General Construction Activities Storm Water Permit

General NPDES Permit Authorization for Discharges of Groundwater to Surface Waters
(groundwater discharges during construction are not currently anticipated; however, this permit
would be secured if water discharges are ultimately determined necessary during construction
in the Rio Hondo Channel)

Section 401 Water Quality Certification (if a Section 404 Permit is required from ACOE)

State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO): approval of Final Historic Properties Survey Report
(Section 106 Study).

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (ACOE): Section 404 Nationwide Permit.

Beverly Boulevard Phase 111 Widening - IS/EA
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Chapter 2.1: Human Environment

2.0 AFFECTED ENVIRONMENT, ENVIRONMENTAL CONSEQUENCES,
AND MITIGATION MEASURES

21 HUMAN ENVIRONMENT

The environmental resource areas listed below are discussed in Section 2.1 Human Environment, of this
document.

2.1.1 Land Use

212 Growth

2.1.3 Farmlands / Agricultural Lands

2.1.4 Community & Relocation Impacts

2.1.5 Utilities / Public Services / Emergency Services

2.1.6  Traffic & Transportation / Pedestrian and Bicycle Facilities
2.1.7 Recreation

2.1.8  Visual / Aesthetics

2.1.9 Cultural Resources / Paleontological Resources

Both project design Alternatives 1 and 2 would result in the exact same environmental consequences,
with the exception of noted differences documented in Section 2.1.4, Community & Relocation Impacts.
As such, the discussion regarding Affected Environment and Environmental Consequences presented for
each resource area applies to both project design Alternatives 1 and 2, except for the differences between
design Alternatives 1 and 2 noted in Section 2.1.4.

211 LANDUSE

2111 Regulatory Setting

The proposed project area is located within the jurisdiction of the Cities of Montebello and Pico Rivera
and therefore, must comply with the applicable land use and zoning requirements within those
jurisdictions. The following land use policies apply to the proposed project:

City of Montebello General Plan (Adopted 1973, as amended) Land Use Element

¢ Commercial 4- The City’s major commercial streets, Beverly Boulevard and Whittier Boulevard,
are in need of a major beautification and improvement program. This program should include
street landscaping, provision of ample off-street parking, and some lot unification.

City of Pico Rivera General Plan (Adopted 1993, as amended) Municipal Facilities and Services

+ Policy A.1.3- Encourage and support innovative methods of improving roadway capacity within
the existing rights-of-way.

Beverly Boulevard Phase 111 Widening - IS/EA
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Chapter 2.1: Human Environment

The project right-of-way is not located within or adjacent to the Coastal Zone, as designated by the
California Coastal Act of 1976, as amended, or a Wild and Scenic River, as defined by the Wild and
Scenic Rivers Act, as amended. The project site is not located within a Habitat Conservation Plan area.

The portions of the project right-of-way that are within redevelopment districts are the corner of Beverly
Boulevard and Montebello Boulevard (City of Montebello) and the north side of Beverly Boulevard
immediately east of the Rio Hondo Channel (City of Pico Rivera). The proposed project will not directly
impact the purpose and policies of the redevelopment districts because project activities will not extend
beyond the existing Beverly Boulevard right-of-way at these locations.

2112 Affected Environment

Beverly Boulevard traverses the Cities of East Los Angeles, Montebello, Pico Rivera, and Whittier in Los
Angeles County. The segment of Beverly Boulevard to be widened (from Montebello Boulevard to Rea
Drive) is approximately 0.7-mile in length and represents the last phase of widening of Beverly Boulevard
from downtown Los Angeles (Alameda Street) to Whittier (Norwalk Boulevard). The proposed project is
located within the Cities of Montebello and Pico Rivera. The project area along Beverly Boulevard is
bounded on the west, north and south by single and multi-family residential properties, commercial/light
manufacturing businesses, and medical facilities, while the east end of the project area is bounded by the
Rio Hondo Channel. Structures located on Beverly Boulevard include the Beverly Hospital, commercial
businesses, light manufacturing, and residential units. Portions of the street that are not developed with
structures or pavement support ornamental trees, shrubs, ground cover, and low growing weeds and
lawns.

According to the City of Montebello Zoning Map (1990 rev), the City of Montebello jurisdictional area
along the Beverly Boulevard project area (from Montebello Boulevard to the east side of the Rio Hondo
Channel) is zoned Neighborhood Commercial (C-1), General Commercial (C-2), Commercial - Restricted
(C-R), One-family Residential (R-1), and Multiple-family Residential (R-3). The Rio Hondo Channel
area under the jurisdiction of the City of Montebello is zoned Residential Agricultural (R-A), however,
the Channel area is utilized exclusively for municipal drainage use and no actual agricultural uses occur
near the project area. It is not anticipated that any of the existing zoned uses within the City of
Montebello would change as a result of the proposed project. The City would maintain existing zoning
designations in the project area and issue a rededication of use for any land that is converted to public
transportation use as a result of the project right-of-way acquisitions.

The land along Beverly Boulevard on the east side of the Rio Hondo Channel is under the jurisdiction of
the City of Pico Rivera. The City of Pico Rivera land along the north side of Beverly Boulevard is zoned
Residential Multi-family (R-M) and is within a redevelopment area. The City of Pico Rivera land along
the south side of Beverly Boulevard is zoned Residential Single-family (S-F) and is not within a
redevelopment zone. (City of Pico Rivera, 2003) The project area within the City of Pico Rivera is
limited to the Rio Hondo Channel vicinity and will not require additional right-of-way acquisition or
amendments to existing zoning designations to accommodate the proposed bridge replacement.

Beverly Boulevard Phase 111 Widening - IS/EA
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Chapter 2.1: Human Environment

The area surrounding Beverly Boulevard along the project right-of-way is completely built-out and
urbanized. There are no major development activities proposed within the immediate project vicinity.

2113 Environmental Consequences

The proposed project comprises the widening of an existing roadway and replacement of an existing
bridge within an urban environment. The proposed project would maintain and enhance the existing
transportation corridor land use of the project site. As such, the proposed project would not result in the
physical division of an established community. It would be consistent with the land use plans, policies,
and regulations specified by the General Plans of the Cities of Montebello and Pico Rivera.

The proposed project would not require the acquisition of additional right-of-way within the City of Pico
Rivera and would not require the rezoning of existing land uses within the City of Pico Rivera.

The proposed project would require the acquisition of right-of-way to accommodate the widening of
Beverly Boulevard within the City of Montebello. As previously stated, the Rio Hondo Channel area
under the jurisdiction of the City of Montebello is zoned R-A (Residential Agricultural). However, no
agricultural uses are actually present on this portion of the project site, and therefore, there would be no
impact on agricultural land uses. It is not anticipated that any of the existing zoned uses within the City
of Montebello would change as a result of the proposed project. The City would maintain existing zoning
designations in the project area and issue a rededication of use for any land that is converted to public
transportation use as a result of the project right-of-way acquisitions. As such, no impacts to land use
plans, policies, or regulations would result from the proposed project.

The only potential natural habitat areas in the immediate vicinity of the project are two urban parks (Grant
Rea Memorial Park and Rio Hondo Park) and the Rio Hondo Channel, which is lined with concrete at the
location of the Beverly Boulevard bridge overcrossing. The proposed project is not located within an
approved habitat or natural community conservation plan, and therefore, no impacts would occur.

2114 Avoidance, Minimization, and Compensation Measures
None anticipated.

2115 References

City of Montebello. Adopted June 26, 1973, as amended. City of Montebello General Plan Land Use
Element.

City of Montebello. 1990 rev. City of Montebello Zoning Map.

City of Montebello, Planning Division. 2003. Email transmittal from Hernan De Santos, Planner to K.
Ellis, URS Corporation. April 23.

City of Pico Rivera. Adopted August 16, 1993, as amended. City of Pico Rivera General Plan Land Use
Element.
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Chapter 2.1: Human Environment

City of Pico Rivera, Community Development Department-Planning Division. 2003. Fax transmittal to
K. Ellis, URS Corporation. April 24.

County of Los Angeles, Office of Assessor. 1991. Parcel Map, 5272-004.

County of Los Angeles, Office of Assessor. 1995. Parcel Map, 5272-001.

2.1.2 GROWTH

2121 Regulatory Setting

The proposed project area, located within the jurisdiction of the Cities of Montebello and Pico Rivera, is a
built out urban environment. These communities are not on the urban fringe and all future development
in the area would occur as small urban infill or redevelopment.

The easterly portion of the project limits is adjacent to a redevelopment district within the City of Pico
Rivera. As such, there is the potential for growth along the corridor as a result of community
reinvestment, however, this is not anticipated in the foreseeable future and would not be a result of the
proposed project. The proposed project represents a through widening of Beverly Boulevard would not
induce substantial population growth in the immediate vicinity or the region.

2122 Affected Environment

Beverly Boulevard is an east-west arterial connecting communities within Los Angeles County, providing
an alternative commuting route paralleling State Route 60, and to some extent, Interstate 5. The proposed
widening of Beverly Boulevard between Montebello Boulevard and the Rio Hondo Channel eases
"bottleneck™ congestion resulting from this segment not being as wide and having less travel lanes than
the adjacent configuration of Beverly Boulevard to the east and west of the project area. The resulting
condition is the final piece in the systematic widening of Beverly Boulevard from Downtown Los
Angeles to Whittier. There is no anticipated growth, projects, or development pressure anticipated with
the proposed project, as it is designed to accommodate existing transportation demand already present on
the roadway and ease the effects of the existing "bottleneck™ traffic congestion.

The area surrounding Beverly Boulevard along the project right of way is completely built-out and
urbanized. There are no major development activities proposed within the immediate project vicinity.

Refer to Section 2.1.4 of this document for additional information and analysis regarding Community and
Relocation Impacts.

2123 Environmental Consequences
See section 2.1.4.3 of this document.

2124 Avoidance, Minimization, and Compensation Measures
None anticipated.

Beverly Boulevard Phase 111 Widening - IS/EA
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2.1.3  FARMLANDS / AGRICULTURAL LANDS

2131 Regulatory Setting

Visual inspection of the project area and aerial photographs, as well as consultation of the General Plans
and Zoning Maps of the Cities of Montebello and Pico Rivera, indicates that there are no commercial
agricultural operations at the project site or immediate surrounding vicinity. According to the City of
Montebello Zoning Map (1990 rev.), the Rio Hondo Channel area under the jurisdiction of the City of
Montebello is zoned Residential Agricultural (R-A), however, the Channel area is utilized exclusively for
municipal drainage use and no actual agricultural uses occur near the project area.

2132 Affected Environment

There are no farmlands, agricultural operations of note, nor agricultural preserves in the vicinity of the
project. The project area is a built out urban environment with no large-scale agricultural operations or
farmlands nearby.

2133 Environmental Consequences

The proposed project comprises the widening of an existing roadway and replacement of an existing
bridge within an urban environment. It is not anticipated that any of the existing zoned uses within the
City of Montebello would change as a result of the proposed project. There are no actual agricultural land
uses in the project area, and therefore, no impacts would occur.

2134 Avoidance, Minimization, and Compensation Measures
None anticipated.

2135 References

City of Montebello. Adopted June 26, 1973, as amended. City of Montebello General Plan Land Use
Element: Land Use Map.

City of Montebello. 1990 rev. City of Montebello Zoning Map.

City of Pico Rivera. Adopted August 16, 1993, as amended. City of Pico Rivera General Plan Land Use
Element: Land Use Map.

2.1.4  COMMUNITY & RELOCATION IMPACTS

2141 Regulatory Setting

The project site is located primarily within the City of Montebello and a portion of the easterly project
limits is located within the City of Pico Rivera. The socioeconomic study area for the project includes the
cities of Montebello and Pico Rivera, located within Los Angeles County, California. The cities of
Montebello and Pico Rivera are located in the Southeast Los Angeles County (SELAC) sub-region of the
six-county region of the Southern California Association of Governments (SCAG). The annual average
percent change of population, housing, and employment within the SELAC sub-region is expected to be
less than one percent through the year 2015 or about 20,000 persons/year. The estimated labor force for
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SELAC in 2000 was 1,004,000. The SCAG estimated SELAC population and housing is 2,037,000 and
639,000 dwellings, respectively.

The communities of Monterrey Park, South Gabriel, and Rosemead are located to the north of
Montebello. The cities of Pico Rivera and Downey are located to the east and south, respectively. The
City of Commerce and the unincorporated community of East Los Angeles (County) form the westerly
boundary.

2142 Affected Environment

This section describes the location, economic, and demographic characteristics of the study area,
including population, housing, employment, and economic conditions. The majority of the project site is
located within the City of Montebello, while a small portion of the easterly project limits (a portion of the
Beverly Boulevard bridge over Rio Hondo Channel) is located within the City of Pico Rivera.

Local Setting

The segment of Beverly Boulevard to be widened (from Montebello Boulevard to Rea Drive) is
approximately 0.7-mile in length and represents the last phase of widening of Beverly Boulevard from
downtown Los Angeles (Alameda Street) to Whittier (Norwalk Boulevard). Beverly Boulevard is
bounded by residential homes and commercial businesses to the east, north and south, and the Rio Hondo
Channel to the west. Structures located on Beverly Boulevard include the Beverly Hospital, commercial
businesses, and residential homes. Portions of the street, not developed with structures or pavement,
support ornamental trees, shrubs, ground cover, and low growing weeds and lawns.

Primary Affected Areas

The primary affected area is defined as the area immediately in the project site that could be directly
affected by the proposed project. These properties along the Beverly Boulevard project alignment are in
United States Census Tracts 5300.04 and 5301.01 within the cities of Montebello and Pico Rivera. Figure
2.1.4-1 shows a map of affected Census Tracts in relation to the project area.

Population Totals

The estimated population of Los Angeles County as of May 2002 was 9,824,807. Recent population
figures and projected population estimates for Montebello and Pico Rivera are summarized in Table
2.1.4-1. The changes in population from 2001 to 2002 for the cities of Montebello and Pico Rivera were
1.4% and 1.6%, respectively. The estimated median age of the population for Los Angeles County in
2000 was 32 years, 31.4 years for Montebello, and 30.6 years for Pico Rivera.

Table 2.1.4-1. City Population Estimates

City Total Population 2001 Total Population 2002
Montebello 62,900 63,800
Pico Rivera 64,200 65,200

Source: State of California, Department of Finance, E-1 City/County Population Estimates, with Annual Percent Change, January 1,
2001 and 2002. Sacramento, California, May 2002.

Beverly Boulevard Phase 111 Widening - IS/EA
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Ethnic Composition of Population

The CEQ 1997:19 defines “minority” as individuals who are members of the following population
groups: American Indian or Alaska Native; Asian or Pacific Islander; African American, not of Hispanic
origin; or Hispanic. Table 2.1.4-2 provides the ethnic composition for the existing population within the
project study area.

Table 2.1.4-2. Race/Ethnic Composition of Population 2000

African
Area White American Asian Hispanic Other
Los Angeles County! 32% 10% 13% 45% 1%
Montebello2 11.12% .64% 11.38% 74.57% 2.29%
Pico Rivera? 7.75% 49% 2.43% 88.29% 1.04%
Census Tract 5300.043 16.6% 0.8% 9.5% 70.1% 3%
Census Tract 5301.0132 12.8% 0.6% 3.0% 80.9% 2.6%

Sources:

U State of California, Department of Finance, Race/Ethnic Population Estimates: Components of Change for California Counties,
April 1990 to April 2000. Sacramento, California, March 2003.

2 ERsys-Ethnicity Stats as of 2000 for Montebello and Pico Rivera. Website: www.ersys.com.

3/ 'U.S. Census Bureau, Census 2000.

As can be seen from Table 2.1.4-2, Hispanics constitute the majority in Los Angeles County, Pico Rivera,
and Montebello, as well as the immediate affected area. The percentage of Hispanics within the study
area is higher compared to Los Angeles County. Whites comprise the second largest percentage of the
population within the study area ranging from 7.75 to 12.8 percent of the population. This is low
compared to 32 percent for Los Angeles County. The percentage of African Americans, at approximately
0.49 to 0.80 percent in the study area, is low compared to 10 percent for Los Angeles County. The
percentage of Asians, at approximately 2.43 to 11.38 percent in the study area, is slightly below 13
percent for Los Angeles County.
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Chapter 2.1: Human Environment

Housing

The existing housing stock in Los Angeles County as of May 2002 was 3,293,248 with a vacancy rate of
4.19% (CA State Department of Finance). There are approximately 3.058 persons per household in Los
Angeles County.

The existing housing stock in Montebello as of May 2002 was 19,423 with a vacancy rate of 2.94% (CA
State Department of Finance). There are approximately 3.4 persons per household in Montebello.
Montebello is characterized as a middleclass suburban neighborhood with median home values at
$213,600.

The existing housing stock in Pico Rivera as of May 2002 was 16,841 with a vacancy rate of 2.02% (CA
State Department of Finance). There are approximately 3.9 persons per household in Pico Rivera. The
City is characterized as a suburban neighborhood with a median home value of $163,800. New housing
developments in the last three years have added approximately 400 units in Pico Riviera.

The existing house stock in Census Tracts 5301.01 and 5300.04 as of 2000 was 1,706 and 1,233 units,
respectively. The existing vacancy rate in Census Tracts 5301.01 and 5300.04 as of 2000 was 3.8 and 2.3
percent, respectively. The average household size in Census Tract 5300.04 is 2.99 and 3.17 percent for
Census Tract 5301.01.

Economic Conditions

Property tax rates vary based on the location and use of a property. A tax rate includes a general one
percent tax levy applicable to all property tax bills, voter-approved (pre-Proposition 13) special taxes and
voter-approved debt issues for a particular area. The general tax level is based on state law and is limited
to one percent of the assessed value (equal to $1 per $100 of assessed value). In Los Angeles County, the
total property tax charge was $6.6 billion in 2000. Information on property tax was not available
individually for the local project areas. Table 2.1.4-3 shows the assessed values for potentially displaced
nonresidential properties.

Table 2.1.4-3. Assessed Values for Potentially Displaced Nonresidential Properties

Potential Assessed Assessed
Nonresidential Assessed Land Structure Value Total Value
Project Alternative Displacements Values (range) (range) (range)
Alternative 1. Project Study 10 units within 5 $33,010to $3,308 to $36,318 to
Report Design buildings $511,000 $156,607 $667,607
Alternative 2: Centerline 3 units within 3 $39,985 to $45,955 to $85,940 to
Offset Design buildings $443,161 $156,607 $599,768

Employment and Income
The following employment and economic information has been compiled for the study area using 2000
Census Data:
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Table 2.1.4-4. Employment and Income

Median Percent of
Unemployment Household Population Living
Area Labor Force Rate Income Below Poverty Level
Los Angeles County 4,312,264 5.0% $42,189 17.9
Montebello 25,052 4.7% $38,805 17.0
Pico Rivera 25,317 4.0 $41,564 12.6
Census Tract 5300.04 1,413 6.1 $42,072 8.7
Census Tract 5301.01 1,993 5.5 $27,887 232

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2000 Census Data.

Potential Relocation of Nonresidential Businesses

The two alignment alternatives under consideration would each involve the potential displacement and
possible subsequent relocation of nonresidential businesses. There are no potential residential
displacements. The most potential nonresidential relocations, totaling approximately 10 units (contained
within 5 individual buildings), would occur under Alternative 1: PSR Design. Alternative 2: Centerline
Offset Design may result in the potential displacement of up to three nonresidential units (contained
within 3 individual buildings).

There are numerous areas within the metropolitan Montebello area where nonresidential uses would find
it suitable to relocate. Alternative 1 has the largest number of potential non-residential displacements (10
businesses). These 10 businesses represent less than 1 percent of the total businesses (approximately
3,100) in the metropolitan Montebello area. All businesses that may be displaced are assumed to be
eligible for relocation benefits as indicated in Public Law 91-646. Specifically, Public Law 91-646, the
Uniform Relocation Assistance and Real Property Acquisition Policies Act of 1970 (Uniform Act), as
amended, governs the relocation of individuals and businesses displaced by projects paid for in whole or
part with federal funds. Because this project requires the purchase of property, the Uniform Act
establishes minimum standards for relocation assistance and compensation as follows:

1. Relocation advisory and financial assistance shall be available for individuals and businesses that
must relocate as a result of the public acquisition of property; and

2. Basic standards and requirements for appraisals and acquisition shall be followed in acquiring
real property.

The provisions of the Uniform Act are set forth in the Code of Federal Regulations, 49 CFR Part 24, for
federal and state agencies that are either acquiring the property or providing the financial assistance to do
so. In order to comply with federal, state and County regulations, the County of Los Angeles must
establish a relocation assistance program with the following components:

1. Advisory Assistance: Every person or business being displaced is eligible to receive advisory
assistance in relocating to a replacement dwelling or business location. These services are in
addition to compensation received by the property owner for the acquisition of real property or
real property rights.
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2. Financial Assistance: Beyond the constitutional requirement of just compensation, the Uniform
Act requires certain financial benefits to assist displaced persons in relocating to a new business
location. For eligible business owners or tenants, these include moving allowance payments for
personal property and reimbursement for certain eligible miscellaneous or reestablishment
expenses.

Although outside the scope of this analysis, a Relocation Plan must be developed and approved by the
County of Los Angeles as part of the project approval process. Individuals and/or businesses affected by
the plan shall be contacted for a full explanation of the plan and available benefits during the approval
process. Right-of-way cost estimates are assumed to be the responsibility of the County, and will be
determined after project approval and adoption of a design alternative.

Table 2.1.4-5 provides a listing of building encroachments for Alternative 1 and Alternative 2. The
columns labeled "Potentially Displaced Yes/No" in Table 2.1.4-5 indicate whether or not the affected
buildings are likely be completely demolished/displaced (i.e., a full take) as a result of project right-of-
way needs. Buildings likely to be completely demolished and no longer exist as a result of the project are
indicated with a "YES" in the column. Buildings that may be modified but not completely removed (e.g.,
minor alterations to building facade and/or small reduction in overall square footage) as a result of the
project are indicated with a "No" in the column. The total building square footage is also included within
the table.

As noted in Table 2.1.4-5, most of the buildings to be modified would have approximately 5' or less
removed from the overall building depth. If the removal of the noted depth would result in the removal of
a substantial portion of the overall usable space of a building, it is assumed that the building would be a
full take and be completely removed (as indicated by a "YES" in the "Potentially Displaced" column). If
the removal of the noted building depth would constitute a relatively small portion of the overall usable
space of a building, it is assumed that the building would be modified, as noted, but would still remain in
place and would continue to function as a viable, usable business space after project construction (as
indicated by a "No" in the "Potentially Displaced" column).

As such, it is assumed that existing buildings that are substantially large and/or deep would have enough
usable space remaining after the proposed reduction in depth so that the buildings may remain in place
and be utilized in the same manner they are used today. Similarly, existing buildings that are small in
overall square footage and/or relatively shallow in configuration would be rendered "unusable" after the
proposed reduction in depth. Such small and/or shallow buildings are considered to be likely full takes
that must be demolished/removed as a result of the project.

With the exception of the noted buildings likely to be completely demolished, the anticipated additional
right-of-way required at various building locations would not “displace” any businesses or employees at
each affected nonresidential building. That is, modifications to the various buildings that will be
maintained in place after project construction would not result in the displacement of businesses, nor in
the reduction of workforce housed in the affected buildings.
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Table 2.1.4-5
Alternative 1: City of Montebello Project Study Report (PSR) Design - Building Encroachments
Building
Building Front to be| Depth to be Potentially
Assessor's Parcel Total Modified Modified Displaced
Location Street Address Number (APN) | Building SF| (Approximate SF) (Feet) Roof Overhang Encroach Current Use Residential / Nonresidential Yes/No | Site Photo No.
North Side
UA (Est.
HN 228 | 228 E. Beverly Blvd. | 5278 027 032 | 800*) 143 SF 5 6.3' X 31' e Plora Shop Nonresidential YES 34
HN 116 116 E. Beverly Blvd. | 5269 012 054 | 7,437 -- - 5.3' sign Steakhouse Restaurant Nonresidential No 32
HN 102 | 102 E. Beverly Blvd. | 5269 012 017 | 1.679 327 SF 5 1.5' X 25'+ 1.5' X 49'| Playa Baja Restaurant Nonresidential No 31
Glass Doctor & Domenic's
HN 100 | 100 W. Beverly Blvd. | 5269 012 027 | 2,493 222 SF 5' 2' X 42 Screen Shop Nonresidential No 28
HN 106 | 106 W. Beverly Blvd. [ 5269 012 052 674 148 SF 4 - Sign Agent Nonresidential YES 30
HN 108 | 108 W. Beverly Blvd. | 5269 012 029 3,884 116 SF 5' -- Montebello Messenger Nonresidential No 30
Marufuku Noodle House
HN 208 208 W. Beverly Blvd. - (restaurant) Nonresidential YES
The Hair Concern (hair
HN 210 | 210 W. Beverly Blvd. -- salon) Nonresidential YES
HN 214 | 214 W. Beverly Blvd. | 5269 013 064 | 7,266 858 SF 5 - Nonresidential YES 23&24
HN 220 | 220 W. Beverly Blvd. - Framento's Italian Market Nonresidential YES
HN 222 | 222 W. Beverly Blvd. - Medical Uniforms Nonresidential YES
South Figueroa Medical
HN 224 | 224 W. Beverly Blvd. -- Supply Nonresidential YES
HN 312 | 312 W. Beverly Blvd. - - 27' X 8' +11'sign Popular Liquor Mart Nonresidential No 18
HN 320 | 320 W. Beverly Blvd. 5269 013 036 1,003 Reconstruct Ramp — -- Kentucky Fried Chicken Nonresidential No 17
Aguilera/Cheng/Miuilera
HN 520 | 520 W. Beverly Blvd. | 5269 014 071 7,200 286 SF 5' 7' X 22 Medical Center Nonresidential No 10
T. Kuon Professional
Building (Medical/Dental
HN 600 | 600 W. Beverly Blvd. [ 5269 016 001 | 4.620 425 SF 5.2' - Offices) Nonresidential No 7
Subtotal North: 2,525 SF
South Side
HN 269 | 269 E. Beverly Blvd. | 6347 003 025 | 2,088 650 SF 11 - Pio's Liquor Nonresidential YES 39&41
Reconstruct 6'X60"
HN 265 265 E. Beverly Blvd. | 6347 003 003 UA ramp - -- Pharmacy Nonresidential No 38
Reconstruct ramp at|
HN 229 | 229 E. Beverly Blvd. | 6347 001 033 | 6,251 side -- -- Montebello Surgery Center} Nonresidential No 36
7 SF
(Remove building Odou Medical Clinic &
HN 401 | 401 W. Beverly Blvd. | 6346 003 024 | 4,565 corner) 3 2' X 60 General Dentistry Office Nonresidential No 20
250 SF
(remove 42' + 52'
HN 415 | 415 W. Beverly Blvd. | 6346 003 023 3,202 wall) 5 3.5'x 26" General Dentistry Office Nonresidential No 14 & 16
HN 505 | 505 W. Beverly Blvd. 6346 002 012 2,332 60 SF 5' 5'x12'+1'x11' Dentistry for Children Nonresidential No 12 & 13
HN 509 | 509 W. Beverly Blvd. UA 77 SF 4.2 -- Luis Cimarusti Realty Nonresidential YES 11
6'x 26"
(Remove roof overhang
HN 605 | 605 W. Beverly Blvd. | 6346 001 020 | 1,839 - -- only) AGA Real Estate Nonresidential No N/A
4'x 49
HN 615 & | 615 & 617 W. Beverly b highﬁ‘;p;s( ijp; Century 21 G
. ' remove uilding entury eorge
HN 617 Blvd. 6346 001 042 6.377 103 SF 1 corner) Michael Realty Nonresidential No 4,586
Century 21 George
HN 621 | 621 W. Beverly Blvd. 4'x 25 Michael Realty Nonresidential No 4,5&6
120 SF
(Two-storied
building; remove Farmer's Insurance Group
HN 701 | 701 W. Beverly Blvd. | 6346 001 055 | 3,650 |1.5'X 7' corner wall) 2' 2'x 45 (vacant) Nonresidential No 2&4
Subtotal South: 1,267 SF
Number of Residential Units Potentially Displaced: 0
TOTAL North & South: 3,792 SF Number of Nonresidential Buildings Potentially Displaced: 5
Number of Nonresidential Units (Individual Businesses) Potentially Displaced: 10
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Table 2.1.4-5 (con't.)
Alternative 2: Centerline Offset Design - Building Encroachments
Building
Building Front to be| Depth to be Potentially
Assessor's Parcel Total Modified Modified Displaced
Location Street Address Number (APN) | Building SF| (Approximate SF) (Feet) Roof Overhang Encroach Current Use Residential / Nonresidential Yes/No | Site Photo No.
North Side
UA (Est.
HN 228 | 228 E. Beverly Blvd. | 5278 027 032 | 800*) 143 SF 5' 6.3' X 31' Unique Floral Shop Nonresidential YES 34
HN 116 | 116 E. Beverly Blvd. | 5269 012 054 | 7,437 -- - 5.3' sign Steakhouse Restaurant Nonresidential No 32
HN 102 102 E. Beverly Blvd. | 5269 012 017 1679 - - 1.5' X 25'+ 1.5' X 49'| Playa Baja Restaurant Nonresidential No 31
Glass Doctor & Domenic's
HN 100 | 100 W. Beverly Blvd. [ 5269 012 027 2,493 27 SE - 2' X 42 Screen Shop Nonresidential No 28
South Figueroa Medical
HN 224 | 224 W. Beverly Bivd. | 5269 013 064 | 1286 57 SF - - Supply Nonresidential No 23
HN 312 | 312 W. Beverly Blvd. -- -- 27' X 8'+11' sign Popular Liguor Mart Nonresidential No 18
HN 320 | 320 W. Beverly Blvd. 5269013036 | 7.003 Reconstruct Ramp -- -- Kentucky Fried Chicken Nonresidential No 17
Aguilera/Cheng/Miuilera
HN 520 | 520 W. Beverly Blvd. | 5269 014 071 7,200 286 SF 5' 7' X 22 Medical Center Nonresidential No 10
T. Kuon Professional
Building (Medical/Dental
HN 600 | 600 W. Beverly Blvd. [ 5269 016 001 4,620 425 SF 5.2' - Offices) Nonresidential No 7
938 SF
South Side
HN 269 | 269 E. Beverly Blvd. | 6347 003 025 2.088 650 SF 11 - Pio's Liguor Nonresidential YES 39&41
Reconstruct ramp
HN 265 | 265 E. Beverly Blvd. | 6347 003 003 UA (6' X 60) - -- Pharmacy Nonresidential No 38
Reconstruct ramp atf
HN 229 229 E. Beverly Blvd. | 6347 001 033 6,251 side - -- Montebello Surgery Center| Nonresidential No 36
Reconstruct ramp Montebello Community
HN 105 | 105 W. Beverly Blvd. | 6346 004 033 | 15,544 inside of building - - Health Nonresidential No 27
18 SF
(Remove building Odou Medical Clinic &
HN 401 | 401 W. Beverly Blvd. | 6346 003 024 4,565 corner) 4' 2' X 60' General Dentistry Office Nonresidential No 20
250 SF
(remove 42' + 52'
HN 415 | 415 W. Beverly Blvd. | 6346 003 023 3,202 wall) 5 3.5'x 26" General Dentistry Office Nonresidential No 14 & 16
HN 505 | 505 W. Beverly Blvd. 6346 002 012 2,332 60 SF 5' 5'x12'+1'x11' Dentistry for Children Nonresidential No 12 & 13
HN 509 | 509 W. Beverly Blvd. UA 77 SF 4.2' -- Luis Cimarusti Realty Nonresidential YES 11
6'x 26"
(Remove roof overhang
HN 605 | 605 W. Beverly Blvd. | 6346 001 020 1,839 -- -- only) A&A Real Estate Nonresidential No N/A
4'x 49
HN 615 & | 615 & 617 W. B | O b e
- Beverly . remove 1' X 5' building Century 21 George
HN 617 Blvd. 6346 001 042 6.377 103 SF 1 corner) Michael Realty Nonresidential No 4,586
Century 21 George
HN 621 | 621 W. Beverly Blvd. 4' x 25' Michael Realty Nonresidential No 4,5&6
120 SF
(Two-storied
building; remove Farmer's Insurance Group
HN 701 | 701 W. Beverly Blvd. | 6346 001 055 3,650 |1.5' X 7' corner wall) 2' 2' x 45 (vacant) Nonresidential No 2&4
Subtotal South: 1,278 SF
Number of Residential Units Potentially Displaced: 0
TOTAL North & South: 2,216 SF Number of Nonresidential Buildings Potentially Displaced: 3
Number of Nonresidential Units (Individual Businesses) Potentially Displaced: 3
Notes:

|Red text indicates new text added to table.

* Indicates estimated approximate square footage of building based upon exterior visual assessment.
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2143 Environmental Consequences

Neighborhood and Community Stability

The proposed project is not anticipated to affect life-style, neighborhood character or stability, since it
would not remove or extend the existing facility, nor remove any landmarks or unique topographic
features. The proposed project would not promote the visual polluting of the area, nor physically divide
an established community, nor force the relocation of any residential properties. The project would
enhance the existing facility by promoting safer and more efficient traffic circulation with easier access to
various communities in the vicinity of the proposed project.

Some traffic delays can be expected during construction of the project; however, these impacts are only
temporary in nature and are not considered significant. Vehicular traffic would not be re-routed through
residential areas. The project includes the preparation of a Traffic Management Plan to alleviate this
temporary construction traffic impact.

Pedestrian access would be impacted temporarily during construction as well. Pedestrians would not be
allowed in construction areas, and thus, pedestrian traffic would be re-routed. The construction area will
be properly flagged and sectioned off so as to allow for the safe passage of individuals.

Displacement Effects on Businesses

The Uniform Relocation Assistance and Real Property Acquisition Policies Act of 1970, as amended,
states that Caltrans will provide relocation advisory assistance to any person, business, farm, or non-profit
organization displaced as a result of the acquisition of real property for public use. A Relocation Impact
Study written by URS Corporation, was prepared for the project and is available as a separate technical
report (URS 2003).

Although it is anticipated that the project would require the acquisition of approximately five feet of right-
of-way from up to two residential parcels facing Beverly Boulevard, it is not anticipated that potential
impacts to any of the affected residential parcels would require relocation of residents or modifications to
the actual dwelling structure(s).

The project would require the acquisition of approximately five feet of right-of-way from approximately
30-40 non-residential parcels (i.e., commercial, institutional, municipal use) facing Beverly Boulevard.
Among the 30-40 non-residential parcels affected, there are up to 19 affected buildings that may require
modifications to the fronts of the structures facing Beverly Boulevard. If it is determined that it is not
feasible to modify the fronts of these affected buildings to accommodate project right-of-way needs, then
the affected property owners/businesses may be considered for relocation. There is a potential that up to
five of the affected buildings may ultimately need to be entirely removed and relocated to accommodate
project right-of-way needs, depending upon the project design alternative selected (which would impact
up to 10 businesses). All affected properties and businesses have been identified and analyzed in a
Relocation Impact Study.
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The proposed project may require the displacement of some immediately adjacent businesses due to the
right-of-way acquisition needs of the project (refer to Table 2.1.4-5 above and Table 2.1.4-6 below).
More specifically, if Alternative 1 were selected, a total of five (5) buildings (assessor’s parcel numbers:
5278-027-032, 5269-012-052, 5269-013-064, 6347-003-025, and 6346-002-012) would likely be
completely removed/displaced as a result of project right-of-way needs. These five buildings currently
house ten (10) individual businesses (nonresidential units). If Alternative 2 were selected, up to three (3)
individual buildings (assessor’s parcel numbers: 5278-027-032, 6347-003-025, and 6346-002-012) would
likely be completely removed/displaced as a result of project right-of-way needs. These three buildings
currently house three (3) individual businesses (nonresidential units).

Table 2.1.4-6. Potentially Displaced Businesses in the Project Study Area

Type of Business
Location Displaced APN Year Built
Alternative 1

HN 228 Flower Shop 5278 027 032 1933
228 E. Beverly Blvd.

HN 106 Sign Shop 5269 012 052 1955
106 W. Beverly Blvd.

HN 208 Asian Restaurant
208 W. Beverly Blvd.

HN 210 Hair Salon
210 W. Beverly Blvd.

HN 214 Italian Market
214 W. Beverly Blvd. 5269 013 064 1947

HN 220 Italian Market
220 W. Beverly Blvd.

HN 222 Medical Uniforms
222 W. Beverly Blvd.

HN 224 Medical Supply Store
224 W. Beverly Blvd.

HN 269 Liquor Store 6347 003 025 1933
269 E. Beverly Blvd.

HN 509 Real Estate Office 6346 002 012 1961
509 W. Beverly Blvd.

Alternative 2

HN 228 Flower Shop 5278 027 032 1933
228 E. Beverly Bivd.

HN 269 Liquor Store 6347 003 025 1933
269 E. Beverly Blvd.

HN 509 Real Estate Office 6346 002 012 1961
509 W. Beverly Blvd.

The Project Study Report Design (Alternative 1) has the largest number of non-residential displacements
(up to 10 businesses). These 10 businesses represent less than 0.5 percent of the total businesses (3,100)
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in the Montebello area; therefore, the permanent displacement of these businesses would not have a
significant impact to the overall economy within the Montebello area. Please refer to the Relocation
Impact Study for a discussion of estimated assessed structure and land values for the displaced non-
residential properties.

There may be an initial loss of property and sales tax during the relocation; however, this loss would be
negligible relative to total tax revenue. It is anticipated that tax loss would be temporary and that
displaced businesses would resume payment of property and sales tax upon relocation. Refer to the
Relocation Impact Study for a discussion of the relocation assistance that would be offered to the
displaced businesses as a result of the proposed project.

The relocation of businesses would potentially affect employment and commerce in the immediate area.
Nearby residents who rely on the displaced businesses may be inconvenienced if they have to travel
further away to obtain the same goods and services. However, the displacement impacts of this project
are situated in a heavily commercial area, along a commercial corridor. There are no goods or services
lost that cannot be obtained nearby. Thus, impacts to local residents who rely on the displaced businesses
are considered less than significant.

If it is determined that it is not feasible to modify the fronts of any affected buildings to accommodate
project right-of-way needs, then the affected property owners/businesses may be considered for
relocation. Any relocated residents or businesses would be entitled to relocation assistance in accordance
with the guidelines of Public Law 91-646, the Uniform Relocation Assistance and Real Property
Acquisition Policies Act of 1970, as amended (a.k.a. "Uniform Act"). Impacts of relocation activities, if
required, would be less than significant.

Although displacement impacts are expected to remain below a level of significance, the following
mitigation measure is recommended, in order to document assurances to the public of the administrative
and regulatory steps that will be followed before any commercial units are acquired for relocation:

Mitigation Measure:
C&R-1 A specific non-residential relocation plan shall be prepared and implemented
after a preferred project design alternative is adopted and prior to construction.

Comparable relocation properties appear to be available in the project area, and in sufficient quantity
throughout the metropolitan Montebello area for most of the commercial and office uses. Adequate lead
times are available for businesses to plan for relocation given that construction has not been scheduled.
Interviews with business owners to be relocated and detailed inspection of impacted businesses would
need to be conducted after a preferred alternative and a construction schedule are established.

It is reasonable to surmise that displaced businesses would seek replacement commercial space that is
similar in land use, cost and character to the office/retail space they would leave behind. Actual
destinations of those displaced by the project, however, would vary according to personal preference and
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market conditions at the time of displacement. A specific non-residential relocation plan would be
determined after a project design alternative is adopted.

Environmental Justice and Minority Considerations

This project would be developed in accordance with the Civil Rights Act of 1964, as amended, and
Executive Order 12898, “Federal Action to Address Environmental Justice in Minority Populations and
Low-Income Population.” The Executive Order requires each Federal agency (or its designee) to take the
appropriate and necessary steps to identify and address “disproportionately high and adverse” effects of
federal projects on minority and low-income populations to the greatest extent practical and permitted by
law.

Title VI requires that no person, because of race, color, religion, national origin, sex, age or handicap, be
excluded from participation in, denied benefits of, or be subjected to discrimination by any federal aid
activity. Executive Order 12898 broadens this requirement to mandate the disproportionately high and
adverse health or environmental impacts to minority or low-income populations be avoided or minimized
to the extent possible.

Utilizing poverty guidelines provided by the Department of Health and Human Services, the poverty level
is defined as a per capita income of $8,590 for a one-person family unit, an $11,610 per capita income for
a two-person family unit, a $14,630 per capita income for a three-person family unit, a $14,630 per capita
income for a four-person family unit, a $20,670 per capita income for a five-person family unit, and a
$23,690 per capita income for a six-person family unit.

As presented earlier in Table 2.1.4-2, the ethnic character of the immediate study area (Census Tracts
5300.04 and 5301.01) is predominately Hispanic (between 70.1 to 80.9 percent). African Americans
constitute less than one percent, and Asians make up between 3.0 to 9.5 percent of the population. By
comparison, in Los Angeles County, Hispanics are 45 percent of the total population, African Americans
are 10 percent, and Asians are 13 percent.

As presented earlier in Table 2.1.4-4, 23.2 percent of the population living within Census Tract 5301.01 is
living below the poverty level. This percentage is higher than the County average of 17.9 percent. The
median household income for Census Tract 5301.01 is $24,887, which is also considered lower than the
County average, but higher than the Department of Health and Human Services poverty level threshold of
$14,630 for a three-unit family unit.

Based upon the information above, minority communities would be impacted by property acquisition.
The project would primarily impact businesses along Beverly Boulevard that are to be acquired.
Compliance with the Uniform Relocation and Assistance Real Property Acquisition Policies Act of 1970
would reduce this impact to a less than significant level. Comparable relocation properties appear to be
available in the area, and in sufficient quantity.

Transit services are provided throughout the study area and adjoining areas. It is likely that some of the
businesses displaced by the proposed project have employees that are transit dependent. Access to mass
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transit is one of the many considerations included in the relocation process under the Uniform Relocation
and Assistance Act as implemented during the acquisition and relocation process. It is anticipated that the
acquired businesses would relocate to areas served by transit.

The primary environmental justice issues for development projects would be potential air, noise, visual,
and traffic impacts or exposure to hazardous materials or water emissions that could adversely affect the
health of these populations. Other issues include potential residential or business displacements. The
project would not result in significant air emissions of criteria pollutants that could lead to health effects
in the project vicinity. It would also not result in significant emissions of toxic air contaminants that
could increase the ambient cancer risk or result in non-cancer health effects above established thresholds.
The project would not involve wastewater discharges that could affect drinking water supplies. Due to
mitigation measures included, there would be less than significant noise impacts due to the project. The
project would not displace any homes, but could result in the displacement of up to 10 businesses. The
relocation program required under the Uniform Relocation and Assistance Act would mitigate this impact
to a less than significant level. In light of this, it is concluded that the project would not result in
disproportionate impacts on any low-income or minority populations.

Population Growth

The project would widen an existing roadway and replace an existing bridge to match adjacent street
widths within a fully developed urban environment. No new homes or businesses are proposed as part of
the project. The project would improve localized traffic operations. The project would accommodate
existing local traffic demand more effectively and would not directly nor indirectly induce substantial
population growth. Therefore, no significant growth impacts would occur as a result of the proposed
project.

Parking Impacts

There are a small number of street parking spaces currently along Beverly Boulevard. The few available
street parking spaces would likely not be available for use during project construction activities, resulting
in temporary minor parking impacts along portions of Beverly Boulevard. Street parking spaces would be
restored once project construction is completed. After construction, the Boulevard’s 11-foot shoulder
would be used as a traffic lane during peak hours (i.e., no parking on street during morning and afternoon
peak traffic hours), which is consistent with existing parking operations along the boulevard. In addition,
project right-of-way needs may impact a few surface parking lot locations along Beverly Boulevard;
however, the number of affected parking lot spaces would be minimal (i.e., less than 15 spaces total along
the entire project alignment) and would not represent a substantial adverse effect upon businesses,
patrons, or employees. The City of Montebello and LACDPW staff will work with affected business
owners to ensure that adequate surface parking facilities to serve their businesses are maintained during
and after project construction.
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Utilities and Emergency Services

No impacts to utilities or public services are anticipated as a result of the proposed project. Refer to
Section 2.1.5 (Utilities/Public Services/Emergency Services) of this document for additional information
related to this topic.

2144 Avoidance, Minimization, and Compensation Measures
C&R-1 A specific non-residential Relocation Plan shall be prepared and implemented
after a preferred project design alternative is adopted and prior to construction.
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2.1.5 UTiLTies/ PuBLIC SERVICES /| EMERGENCY SERVICES

2151 Regulatory Setting

Fire protection for the existing project area is provided by the City of Montebello Fire Department.
Emergency access would be provided per the requirements of the Uniform Fire Code and applicable City
fire regulations. Construction materials, including waste, would be handled in accordance with Uniform
Fire Codes and applicable City fire regulations. Police protection for the existing project area is provided
by the City of Montebello Police Department.

2152 Affected Environment

The proposed project includes the widening of the existing Beverly Boulevard between Montebello
Boulevard and the Rio Hondo Channel, as well as the replacement of the Beverly Boulevard bridge over
the Rio Hondo Channel. During construction, a Traffic Management Plan would be implemented to
ensure that all driveway and traffic access (at least one lane in each direction) along Beverly Boulevard
and the bride would be maintained. As such, public and emergency response services would not be
impacted significantly. It is anticipated that improvements in traffic congestion after implementation of
the proposed project would result in improvements to emergency response times. The project does not
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include new public buildings or housing, and would not result in modifications to or the loss of existing
school facilities.

The proposed project includes the modification of existing utility infrastructure, including the
"undergrounding” of existing overhead electric lines, and modifications to existing sewers and storm
water connections. Limited electrical service interruptions to the immediate project vicinity may result
during construction. If service interruptions are necessary, they would be limited to a very short window
of time (i.e., 2-3 hours) and ample notice would be given ahead of time to potentially affected residents
and businesses in the affected service area. The existing medical facilities in the project area are equipped
with emergency backup power sources, so no potential service interruptions would affect medical
patients.

Beverly Hospital is located along Beverly Boulevard within the project limits; however, driveway access
to the hospital will be maintained during project construction and no significant impacts to the hospital
are anticipated.

The project poses no potential to result in increased population for the area, would not affect the quality
or quantity of existing recreational opportunities, and would not create a substantial need for new parks or
recreational facilities. Two urban parks are adjacent to the project area, Rea Park and Rio Hondo Park;
however, these parks would not be directly affected by the projects right-of-way needs. Indirect impacts
to the parks during project construction may include temporary, intermittent increases in noise levels
during construction.

The Rio Hondo Spreading Basins are located along the eastern edge of the Rio Hondo Channel in the
project vicinity. The purpose of the basins are to conserve water to replenish the groundwater capacity of
the Central Los Angeles County Basin. The basins collect stormwater, local runoff, reclaimed water, and
imported water from the Colorado River. The storage capacity of the basins is 3,694 acre/feet and the
intake capacity is 1,950 cubic feet/second. No impacts to the Rio Hondo Spreading Basins are anticipated
as a result of the proposed project.

2153 Environmental Consequences

Fire

Fire protection for the existing project area is provided by the City of Montebello Fire Department.
Emergency access would be provided per the requirements of the Uniform Fire Code and applicable City
fire regulations. Construction materials, including waste, would be handled in accordance with Uniform
Fire Codes and applicable City fire regulations. The project would not result in the need for new or
altered facilities or services related to fire protection.

Police

Police protection for the existing project area is provided by the City of Montebello Police Department.
The project would not affect the potential for crimes or accidents, nor would it require increased levels of
police protection.
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Schools

The project does not include housing and would not result in the modification to or loss of existing school
facilities. As such, the project would not generate the need for new school facilities, nor would it create
the need for physical modifications to existing school facilities.

Parks

The project poses no potential to result in increased population for the area, would not affect the quality
or quantity of existing recreational opportunities, and would not create a substantial need for new parks or
recreational facilities. Potential proximity effects to Rea Park and Rio Hondo Park (both adjacent to the
Beverly Boulevard project area) would include temporary, intermittent increases in noise levels during
construction, and are considered less than significant with applied mitigation (refer to Section 2.2.6 Noise
and Vibration, for additional details). No right-of-way impacts or other long-term impacts to these parks
are anticipated as a result of the project.

Hospitals

Beverly Hospital is located along Beverly Boulevard within the project limits, however, driveway access
to the hospital will be maintained during project construction and no significant impacts to the hospital
are anticipated. No impacts to other public facilities are anticipated as a result of the project.

Stormwater and Wastewater Facilities

The project would not generate new sources of water consumption or wastewater discharge. Due to the
predominance of existing paved conditions along Beverly Boulevard, the project would not substantially
increase the amount of impervious surfaces and the volume of surface runoff/wastewater production
would not be significantly altered from existing conditions. The project would incorporate best
management practices during construction along the roadway and over the Rio Hondo Channel to
minimize potential impacts to water quality, and therefore, significant water quality impacts would not
occur. Prior to construction, if required, a Section 401 Water Quality Certification permit would be
acquired from the Los Angeles Regional Water Quality Control Board (RWQCB).

The project would not alter existing levels water consumption or wastewater production. As such, the
project would not require or result in the construction of new water or wastewater treatment facilities or
expansion of existing facilities. Prior to construction, consultation with the Los Angeles County Flood
Control District would occur to obtain approval of any alterations to existing storm water runoff facilities.

The project would not substantially alter existing drainage patterns, nor result in substantial increase in
the rate or amount of surface runoff, as the existing project vicinity is covered predominantly with
impermeable surfaces. The project would include new stormdrain improvements as part of the widened
roadway. These improvements would include new catchbasins and tie-ins to existing lines. The potential
temporary construction-related environmental effects related to these limited improvements would less
than significant. Prior to construction, consultation with the Los Angeles County Flood Control District
would occur to obtain approval of any alterations to existing storm water runoff facilities.
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Local water supplies are sufficient to serve construction needs. Project operation would not require the
use of water. Should utility relocations be necessary during construction, interruptions in domestic water
service to surrounding properties would be short-term and temporary. The project would not require new
water entitlements.

The project would not generate new sources of wastewater. A determination by the wastewater treatment
provider that serves the project area is not anticipated to be necessary for project approval. Should utility
relocations be necessary during construction, interruptions in wastewater service to surrounding
properties would be short-term and temporary.

Solid waste generated during project construction would be transported to Puente Hills Landfill or another
appropriate solid waste facility with sufficient permitted capacity. After construction, the project would
not generate solid waste.

2154 Avoidance, Minimization, and Compensation Measures
None anticipated.

2.1.6  TRAFFIC & TRANSPORTATION / PEDESTRIAN AND BICYCLE FACILITIES

2161 Regulatory Setting

Beverly Boulevard is classified as a Major Road in the City of Montebello General Plan Circulation
Element, and is a designated truck route in the City of Montebello. The traffic analysis prepared for this
study was performed in accordance with City of Montebello requirements, the enhanced California
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) project review process. The traffic analysis methodology follows the
Los Angeles County Congestion Management Program (CMP) traffic impact analysis requirements,
although there are no designated CMP intersections in the project limits or affected by the project.
Section 2.1.6.3 provides information about the methodology and applicable standards used to conduct the
traffic analysis presented in this document.

2162 Affected Environment

Within Montebello, Beverly Boulevard is a four-lane roadway and provides alternate east-west access
between the SR-60 Freeway to the north and Whittier Boulevard to the south. Freeway access is provided
via ramps at the 1-605 Freeway in Pico Rivera to the east and the SR-60 interchange with Atlantic
Boulevard to the west.

Beverly Boulevard is a regionally significant major arterial highway providing direct east-west access
from east Los Angeles County and west Orange County to downtown Los Angeles. The highway serves
as an alternate corridor to downtown Los Angeles to relieve the congestion on the San Bernadino/Pomona
freeways. Beverly Boulevard serves as a major bus route through the cities of Whittier, Pico Rivera,
Montebello, and Los Angeles for the Metropolitan Transit District (MTD) Transit Line.

The proposed project would complete the last planned construction phase of widening Beverly Boulevard
from downtown Los Angeles to Whitter. This last segment of Beverly Boulevard to be widened (the
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proposed project area) is currently a "bottleneck™ that constrains traffic flow between the easterly and
westerly segments of Beverly Boulevard that have already been widened. The limited traffic capacity
along this segment of Beverly Boulevard is expected to worsen each year due to this bottleneck effect as
traffic levels increase as a result of population and regional growth.

With future projected increases in traffic volumes, the efficiency of public transportation and the function
of Beverly Boulevard as an alternative transportation corridor will be impacted significantly without the
project. According to the most recent traffic counts conducted by the City of Montebello, the current
Average Daily Traffic (ADT) along Beverly Boulevard in the project area is approximately 38,000 (City
of Montebello 2003a).

The existing concrete and asphalt pavement along Beverly Boulevard within the project limits is generally
in poor condition with longitudinal and transverse cracking. The proposed project would resurface the
existing paved roadway travel lanes, providing better roadway conditions for motorists.

Existing Level of Service

Table 2.1.6-1 displays the roadway level of service (LOS) analysis results for Beverly Boulevard between
Montebello Boulevard and eastern city limits under existing conditions. More detailed information
regarding the methodology used for the traffic analysis completed for the project is documented in section
2.1.6.3 below.

Table 2.1.6-1. Roadway Segment Level of Service Results
Existing Conditions

Directional Directional Directional
Volume VIC LOS
Roadway Segment EB /WB EB /WB EB /WB

AM Peak Hour

Montebello Boulevard to
Beverly Boulevard Bridge over Rio Hondo 1,218/1,431 0.81/0.95 D/E

Channel
PM Peak Hour

Montebello Boulevard to
Beverly Boulevard Bridge over Rio Hondo 2,911/877 1.94/0.58 FIA

Channel

As shown in Table 2.1.6-1, the existing level of service performance of the study segment of Beverly
Boulevard is summarized as below.

¢ During the AM peak hour, eastbound directional traffic currently operates at LOS D and the
westbound directional traffic currently operates at LOS E.

+ During the PM peak hour, eastbound directional traffic currently operates at LOS F and the
westbound directional traffic currently operates at LOS A.
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Project Implementation — Traffic/Circulation and Bike Path Considerations

During the Beverly Boulevard Bridge replacement construction activities, minor, temporary realignments
(i.e., realign within a few feet of existing alignments) of the equestrian trail, bike path, and levee access
roads under the bridge may be required to accommodate construction of the new piers. Access to Rea
Drive, as well as the existing equestrian trail, bike path, and levee access roads under the bridge would be
maintained during construction. These facilities would be restored in their original locations to similar or
better than original condition after construction of the bridge is completed. Construction would require
maintaining two traffic lanes open (one lane for each direction) on the bridge.

The proposed project scope includes the following additional features:

¢ The intersection of Beverly Boulevard and Rea Drive at the westerly approach roadway and
existing traffic signals would be relocated and modified to improve traffic flow and safety.

¢ The driveway for the Rio Hondo Convalescent Hospital on the south side of Beverly Boulevard
would be realigned to intersect Beverly Boulevard at Rea Drive. Left turn for the eastbound
traffic on Beverly Boulevard to Rea Drive would be allowed. This would eliminate the need for
the existing Rea Drive underpass.

¢ The Rea Drive underpass would be closed by the placement of sloped compacted fill.

+ The existing access ramp (located on the south side of the bridge) providing access from Beverly
Boulevard to the bike path (along the Rio Hondo Channel) may be modified and reconstructed in
the same general location it exists today. This reconstruction of the access ramp would not affect
or alter the actual bike path along the Rio Hondo Channel. Access to and along the bike path
would be maintained during construction.

¢ A bus turnaround area would be constructed just north of the intersection of Beverly Boulevard
and Rea Drive, along the east side of Rea Drive. Construction of the new intersection at Beverly
Boulevard and Rea Drive, coupled with the closure of the existing Rea Drive underpass, would
require the construction of the bus turnaround area to accommodate existing transit service
routing. The new bus turnaround would be constructed on land currently owned by the City of
Montebello, and would not require acquisition of any portion of the Grant Rea Memorial Park.

2163 Environmental Consequences

Analysis Methodology

The traffic analysis prepared for this study was performed in accordance with City of Montebello
requirements, the enhanced California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) project review process, and
the Los Angeles County Congestion Management Program (CMP) requirements.

Segment Level of Service (LOS) standards and thresholds provide the basis for analysis of arterial
roadway segment performance. The analysis of roadway segment LOS is based on the functional
classification of the roadway, the maximum capacity, roadway geometrics, and existing or forecast
Average Daily Traffic (ADT) volumes. For analysis purposes, the Los Angeles County Congestion
Management Program (CMP) arterial segment volume to capacity methodology was used in evaluating
arterial segment performance. It was assumed that a typical mid-block lane along the study segment of
Beverly Boulevard would reasonably carry 750 vehicles per lane per hour under prevailing traffic
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conditions. This assumption is consistent with a typical CMP link level analysis conducted in Los
Angeles County.

Table 2.1.6-2 presents the range of Volume-to-Capacity (V/C) ratios and corresponding LOS standards
utilized to analyze arterial roadways. For evaluation purposes, the threshold LOS goal is LOS “D”.

Table 2.1.6-2. Level of Service Descriptions

Level of Range of V/C
Service Description of Operation Ratios

Describes primarily free-flow conditions at average travel speeds.
A Vehicles are seldom impeded in their ability to maneuver in the traffic 0.00-0.60
stream. Delays at intersection are minimal.

Represents reasonably unimpeded operations at average travel speed.
B The ability to maneuver in the traffic stream is slightly restricted and 0.61- 0.70
delays are not bothersome.

Represents stable operations, however, ability to change lanes and

C maneuver may be more restricted than LOS B and longer queues are 0.71- 0.80
experienced at intersections.

D Congestl_on occurs and a small change in volumes increases delays 0.81 - 0.90
substantially.

E Severe congestion occurs with extensive delays and low travel speeds 0.91—1.00
occur.

. Characterizes arterial flow at extremely low speeds and intersection >1.00

congestion occur with high delays and traffic queuing.

Year 2025 No Build Conditions

The future horizon year used for analysis is Year 2025 and, in consultation with City of Montebello staff,
the annual traffic growth rate recommended for analysis purposes is assumed to be 0.79 percent per year.
This growth rate projection reflects the anticipated ambient traffic growth occurring within the study area,
as the surrounding land uses in the Cities of Montebello and Pico Rivera have been fully developed with
limited space for new development. This section describes study roadway segment and LOS analysis
results for Year 2025 No Build conditions.

Under Year 2025 No Build conditions, it was assumed that the existing roadway cross-section
configurations would remain the same as existing conditions without widening. It is anticipated that
ambient growth induced traffic increases would potentially warrant signalization at some currently
unsignalized intersections. A combination of factors such as limited roadway capacity (2-lanes per
direction), additional signalization of intersections and long-term traffic increases would cumulatively
contribute to poor roadway performance.
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Year 2025 No Build Level of Service Analysis

Similar to existing conditions, roadway LOS analysis under Year 2025 No Build conditions was
conducted using the methodologies described above in Section 2.1.6.3. Traffic volume projections were
developed in conjunction with City staff to determine Year 2025 No Build traffic base volume.

Table 2.1.6-3 displays the roadway LOS analysis results for Beverly Boulevard between Montebello
Boulevard and eastern city limits under Year 2025 No Build conditions.

Table 2.1.6-3. Roadway Segment Level of Service Results
Year 2025 No Build Conditions

Directional Directional Directional
Volume V/C LOS
Roadway Segment EB /WB EB /WB EB /WB

AM Peak Hour

Montebello Boulevard
Beverly Boulevard to Bridge over Rio 1,455/1,709 0.97/1.14 E/F
Hondo Channel

PM Peak Hour

Montebello Boulevard
Beverly Boulevard to Bridge over Rio 3,476 /1,047 2.3210.70 FIB
Hondo Channel

As shown in Table 2.1.6-3, future year (2025) LOS along the study segment of Beverly Boulevard under
No Build conditions is summarized below.

¢ During the AM peak hour, eastbound directional traffic would operate at LOS E and the
westbound directional traffic would operate at LOS F.

¢ During the PM peak hour, eastbound directional traffic would operate at LOS F and the
westbound directional traffic would operate at LOS B.

Year 2025 Build Conditions (With Widening)

Similar to the Year 2025 No Build Conditions, the Year 2025 Build Conditions with widening analysis is
consistent with Beverly Boulevard Phase Il Widening Project Study Report that was prepared and
approved in June 24, 1999 by the City of Montebello. The Year 2025 Build conditions would be widened
from 56 to 76 feet curb to curb width to provide four 11-foot through lanes, one 10-foot two-way left turn
lane, and two 11-foot shoulders. During the AM and PM peak hour commute the shoulder lanes would
serve as additional travel lanes to increase roadway capacity. This modification would effectively
provide three (3) travel lanes in either direction. The analysis of Year 2025 Build Conditions is
applicable to both Alternative 1 and Alternative 2 of the proposed project. The following discussion
describes the study roadway segment and LOS analysis results for Year 2025 Build with widening
conditions (i.e., implementation of either project design Alternative 1 or 2).
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Under Year 2025 Build conditions, it is assumed that widening of Beverly Boulevard has been
implemented according the detailed work scopes outlined in the Beverly Boulevard Phase 111 Widening
Project Study Report (PSR) and the most recent preliminary project design plans for Alternatives 1 and 2.

Year 2025 Build (With Widening) Level of Service Analysis

Consistent with the Existing and No Build analysis, the roadway LOS analysis under Year 2025 Build
with widening conditions was conducted using the methodologies described above in Section 2.1.6.3.
The Year 2025 Build analysis assumed that the additional peak hour lane capacity (3-lanes) is
implemented on both eastbound and westbound directions. The traffic volume projections used in the
analysis is Year 2025 No Build traffic base volume.

Table 2.1.6-4 displays the roadway LOS analysis results for Beverly Boulevard between Montebello
Boulevard and eastern city limits under Year 2025 Build (With Widening) conditions.

Table 2.1.6-4. Roadway Segment Level of Service Results
Year 2025 Build Conditions (With Widening)

Directional Directional Directional
Volume VIC LOS
Roadway Segment EB /WB EB /WB EB / WB

AM Peak Hour
Beverly Boulevard | Montebello Boulevard
(Widened to 3- to Bridge over Rio 1,455/1,709 0.65/0.76 B/C
lanes) Hondo Channel
PM Peak Hour
Beverly Boulevard | Montebello Boulevard
(Widened to 3- to Bridge over Rio 3,476/ 1,047 1.54/0.47 FIA
lanes) Hondo Channel

As shown in Table 2.1.6-4, future year (2025) LOS along the study segment of Beverly Boulevard under
Build (With Widening) conditions is summarized below.

e During the AM peak hour, the eastbound directional traffic performance would be improve to LOS B,
versus LOS E under No Build conditions. The westbound directional traffic performance would
improve to LOS C, versus LOS F under No Build conditions.
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e During the PM peak hour, the eastbound directional traffic performance would remain at LOS F
condition (the same level as No Build conditions), however, the Build (With Widening) conditions
would result in a substantial reduction in volume to capacity (v/c) ratio of 0.78 in comparison to the
No Build conditions. The westbound directional traffic performance would improve to LOS A,
versus LOS B under No Build conditions.

Summary of Traffic LOS Analysis Findings

This section provides a summary of the LOS analysis results for each scenario analyzed (i.e., Existing
Conditions, Year 2025 No Build, Year 2025 Build (With Widening). The LOS analysis studied the
segment of Beverly Boulevard between Montebello Boulevard to the Rio Hondo Channel bridge. Tables
2.1.6-5 and 2.1.6-6 provide a consolidated summary of the Beverly Boulevard segment LOS analysis for
all scenarios.
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Table 2.1.6-5. Summary of AM Peak Hour LOS Results - Existing and Future Build/No Build

Scenarios
AM Peak Hour
Capacity Lanes EB WB EB WB EB WB
[1] Volume Volume V/IC V/IC LOS LOS
Existing Conditions 750 2 1,218 1,431 081 095 D E
Year 2025 No Build 750 2 1,455 1,709 097 114 E F
Year 2025 Build (With 750 3 1,455 1,709 0.65 0.76 B C
Widening)

[1] - LA County CMP Lane Capacity

Table 2.1.6-6. Summary of PM Peak Hour LOS Results - Existing and Future Build/No Build

Scenarios
PM Peak Hour
Capacity Lanes EB wB EB wB EB WB
[1] Volume Volume VIC VIC LOS LOS
Existing Conditions 750 2 2,911 877 1.94 0.58 F A
Year 2025 No Build 750 2 3,476 1,047 2.32 0.70 F B
Year 2025 Build (With 750 3 3,476 1,047 1.54 0.47 F A
Widening)

[1] - LA County CMP Lane Capacity

The following key points summarize the roadway LOS segment analyses:

1. Under Existing conditions: the study segment of Beverly Boulevard is currently operating at poor
LOS E conditions in the westbound direction during the AM peak hour and poor LOS F
conditions in the eastbound direction during the PM peak hour. These findings are consistent the
existing directional traffic splits of high westbound traffic in the morning and high eastbound
traffic in the afternoon. The lower demand eastbound direction during the AM peak hour is
currently operating at LOS D, while the lower demand westbound direction during the PM peak
hour which is currently operating at LOS A.

2. Under Year 2025 No Build conditions: it is apparent that future increases in traffic without any
roadway capacity enhancement would result in the worsening of the poor existing conditions
traffic performance. During the AM peak hour, eastbound directional traffic would operate at
LOS E and the westbound directional traffic would operate at LOS F. During the PM peak hour,
eastbound directional traffic would operate at LOS F and the westbound directional would
operate at LOS B.
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3. Under Year 2025 Build (With Widening) conditions: there is a marked improvement in roadway
segment traffic performance with the addition of a third lane on both eastbound and westbound
direction. During the AM peak hour, the eastbound direction would operate at LOS B and the
westbound direction would operate at LOS C. The Year 2025 Build (With Widening) forecast for
AM peak hour represents a substantial improvement over the Year 2025 No Build forecast of
LOS D in the eastbound direction and LOS E in the westbound direction.

4. During the PM peak hour under Year 2025 Build (With Widening) conditions, the eastbound
direction would operate at LOS F and the westbound direction would operate at LOS A. The
Year 2025 Build (With Widening) eastbound directional traffic LOS F would be the same level as
Year 2025 No Build conditions, however, the Build (With Widening) conditions would result in a
substantial reduction in volume to capacity (v/c) ratio in comparison to the No Build conditions.
The Year 2025 Build (With Widening) PM peak hour forecast of LOS A for the westbound
direction represents a marked improvement over the Year 2025 No Build forecast of LOS B in
the westbound direction.

Construction Impacts

Temporary traffic impacts during construction would result from partial traffic lane closures, construction
worker commute trips, and the delivery of construction materials, supplies, and equipment. Although
temporary additional traffic delays would occur during project construction, the implementation of the
proposed project would increase the capacity of Beverly Boulevard and improve the existing traffic level
of service in the project area after construction of the project. Prior to construction, a Construction
Traffic Management Plan (TMP) would be approved and implemented by the Cities of Montebello and
Pico Rivera. The TMP would ensure that traffic flow and roadway safety is maintained in the project area
during construction, and therefore, less than significant traffic impacts would occur.

The project design will be reviewed, at a minimum, by the Cities of Montebello and Pico Rivera, County
of Los Angeles, and the Federal Highway Administration. The final project design will not substantially
increase hazards nor introduce incompatible uses. Prior to construction, a Construction Traffic
Management Plan (TMP) would be approved and implemented by the Cities of Montebello and Pico
Rivera. The TMP would ensure that traffic flow and roadway safety is maintained in the project area
during construction.

Emergency access routes would be maintained during project construction to ensure public safety (for
example, access to Beverly Hospital). The project would not interfere with an adopted emergency
response plan or emergency evacuation plan. Prior to construction, a Construction Traffic Management
Plan (TMP) would be approved and implemented by the Cities of Montebello and Pico Rivera. The TMP
would ensure that traffic flow and roadway safety is maintained in the project area during construction.

Operation Impacts

The implementation of the proposed project would increase the capacity of Beverly Boulevard and
improve the existing traffic level of service in the project area. Additionally, the project would not affect
air traffic patterns.
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The project would provide needed roadway capacity along Beverly Boulevard and maintain existing
transit service and non-motorized transportation amenities (e.g., bike path). The design of the widened
roadway would be in accordance with adopted policies, plans, and programs supporting alternative
transportation. The improved traffic flow along Beverly Boulevard after project construction would
improve the headway times of the existing MTD bus service, thereby improving transit service in the
project area.

Parking Impacts

There are a small number of street parking spaces currently along Beverly Boulevard. The few available
street parking spaces would likely not be available for use during project construction activities, resulting
in temporary minor parking impacts along portions of Beverly Boulevard. Street parking spaces would be
restored once project construction is completed. After construction, the Boulevard’s 11-foot shoulder
would be used as a traffic lane during peak hours (i.e., no parking on street during morning and afternoon
peak traffic hours), which is consistent with existing parking operations along the boulevard. In addition,
project right-of-way needs may impact a few surface parking lot locations along Beverly Boulevard,;
however, the number of affected parking lot spaces would be minimal (i.e., less than 15 spaces total along
the entire project alignment) and would not represent a substantial adverse effect.

Project Design and Implementation Considerations

As intended, the proposed project would widen the existing “bottleneck” segment of Beverly Boulevard
from 56 to 76 feet curb to curb width to provide four 11-foot through lanes, one 10-foot two-way left turn
lane, and two 11-foot shoulders. During the AM and PM peak hour commute the shoulder lanes could
serve as additional travel lanes to increase roadway capacity. This modification would effectively
provide three (3) travel lanes in either direction. Based on the evaluation Year 2025 Build with widening
roadway segments, at a minimum, three travel lanes will be needed to sustain AM peak hour traffic
demand for both eastbound and westbound direction. During the PM peak hour, the eastbound direction
would at a minimum require three travel lanes and the westbound direction would still operate at
acceptable level of service with two lanes, therefore the westbound shoulder lanes will still be available
for on-street parking as needed.

In the interim, periodic monitoring of traffic volume is recommended to respond to increases in traffic
demand and monitor use of parking facilities to determine their effectiveness in meeting demand. In
addition, project right-of-way needs may impact a few surface parking lot locations along Beverly
Boulevard; however, the number of affected parking lot spaces would be minimal and would not
represent a substantial adverse effect.

2164 Avoidance, Minimization, and Compensation Measures

None anticipated. As noted above, prior to construction, a Construction Traffic Management Plan (TMP)
would be approved and implemented by the Cities of Montebello and Pico Rivera. The TMP would
ensure that traffic flow and roadway safety is maintained in the project area during construction.
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2.1.7 RECREATION

2171 Regulatory Setting

According to the City of Montebello Land Use Map (City of Montebello 1973, as amended) and an on-
site examination of the project area, the project area along Beverly Boulevard to the west of Rea Drive
has no existing or planned recreational land uses. As such, the widening of Beverly Boulevard to the west
of Rea Drive would have no direct or indirect effects upon open space resources or recreation activities.

To the east of Rea Drive, recreational land uses in the vicinity of the project alignment include Grant Rea
Memorial Park (located immediately north of Beverly Boulevard and Rea Drive, along the west side of
the Rio Hondo Channel, in the City of Montebello), Rio Hondo Park (located approximately 1/4 mile
south of Beverly Boulevard, along the east side of the Rio Hondo Channel, in the City of Pico Rivera),
and an equestrian trail and bike path (both of which run parallel to the west bank of the Rio Hondo
Channel, in the City of Montebello). The Beverly Boulevard project area and nearby recreational parks
are depicted on Figures 3A and 3B at the beginning of this document.

There are no additional planned recreational land uses in the project area.

2172 Affected Environment
In the vicinity of the noted recreational parks and trails along the Rio Hondo Channel, the proposed
project plans include the following features:

o Replacement of the Beverly Boulevard bridge.

e The intersection of Beverly Boulevard and Rea Drive at the westerly approach roadway would be
redesigned and existing traffic signals would be relocated and modified to improve traffic flow
and safety.

e The driveway for the Rio Hondo Convalescent Hospital on the south side of Beverly Boulevard
would be realigned to intersect Beverly Boulevard at Rea Drive. Left turn for the eastbound
traffic on Beverly Boulevard to Rea Drive would be allowed. This would eliminate the need for
the existing Rea Drive underpass.

e The Rea Drive underpass would be closed by the placement of sloped compacted fill.

e The existing access ramp (located on the south side of the bridge) providing access from Beverly
Boulevard to the bike path (along the Rio Hondo Channel) may be modified and reconstructed in
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the same general location it exists today. This reconstruction of the access ramp would not affect
or alter the actual bike path along the Rio Hondo Channel. Access to and along the bike path
would be maintained during construction.

e A bus turnaround area would be constructed on an open parcel of land located just north of the
intersection of Beverly Boulevard and Rea Drive (bounded by Rea Drive to the east, west and
north). Construction of the new intersection at Beverly Boulevard and Rea Drive, coupled with
the closure of the existing Rea Drive underpass, would require the construction of the bus
turnaround area to accommodate existing transit service routing. The new bus turnaround would
be constructed on land currently owned by the City of Montebello, and would not require
acquisition of any portion of the adjacent Grant Rea Memorial Park.

Project construction would require maintaining two traffic lanes open (one lane for each direction) on the
bridge. Access to Rea Drive, as well as the existing equestrian trail, bike path, and levee access roads
under the bridge, would be maintained during construction. Temporary, minor realignment (i.e., realign a
few feet from the existing location) of the existing equestrian trail and levee access road (used as a bicycle
path) along the Rio Hondo Channel may be required during construction of the new bridge piers. The
equestrian trail and bicycle path would be restored in their original locations to original or better condition
when project construction activities are completed.

2173 Environmental Consequences

There would be no direct effects to either Rio Hondo Park or Grant Rea Memorial Park as a result of the
project, as the project would not utilize land within the boundaries of the parks. Minor direct effects to
the equestrian trail and bike path would occur during project construction, due to the temporary, minor
realignment (i.e., realign a few feet from the existing location) of these trails during construction of the
new bridge piers. However, there would be no substantial adverse effects upon the equestrian trail or bike
path, as access to and along the trails would be maintained during project construction, and the trails
would be restored in their original locations to original or better condition when project construction
activities are completed.

Indirect effects to Grant Rea Memorial Park may result from project construction-related traffic
congestion. Construction activities associated with the proposed Beverly Boulevard bridge replacement
and reconfiguration of the intersection of Beverly Boulevard and Rea Drive would be located along the
street access route leading to the entrance and parking area for Grant Rea Memorial Park (located along
Rea Drive, just north of Beverly Boulevard). Construction-related traffic congestion may lead to
temporary, minor delays to motorists traveling to the park entrance and parking area. Pedestrian access to
Grant Rea Memorial Park would be unaffected during and after project construction. Because the
construction-related traffic congestion would be temporary and a Traffic Management Plan (TMP) would
be in place during construction, it is not expected that the project would result in substantial adverse
effects to motorist access to Grant Rea Memorial Park.

Indirect effects to Rio Hondo Park are not expected to result from project construction-related traffic
congestion. The street access route leading to Rio Hondo Park is located a substantial distance away from
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the project area, so it is unlikely that traffic congestion during construction would affect motorists
traveling to Rio Hondo Park.

It is not anticipated that the project would generate increased use of Grant Rea Memorial Park, Rio Hondo
Park, the equestrian trail, or the bike path that may accelerate deterioration of these recreational facilities.
There would be no new access points created for the parks or trails, and no new park structures built. The
project’s proximity to the parks and recreational trails would not have substantial adverse effects upon
recreational opportunities and would not cause the loss of any park land. The project design includes
landscape enhancements that would further complement Grant Rea Memorial Park and reduce potential
effects of the proximity of the road work to park areas. Improved local traffic conditions after project
construction would improve access for motorists to/from the parks. In consideration of the above
conditions, no substantial adverse effects to recreational resources would result from the proposed project.

Please refer to Section 5.2 in Chapter 5 of this document for additional discussion regarding potential
project proximity impacts relating to access and noise in regards to the noted recreational parks and trails.

2174 Avoidance, Minimization, and Compensation Measures
None anticipated.

2175 References

City of Montebello. Adopted June 26, 1973, as amended. City of Montebello General Plan Land Use
Element: Land Use Map.

2.1.8  VISUAL /| AESTHETICS

2181 Regulatory Setting

The Beverly Boulevard project is a street and bridge widening project of an arterial designated as a
"Major Road" in the City of Montebello General Plan. There are no identified scenic vistas near the
project or the immediate vicinity. The project setting is a developed urban setting with no scenic
resources such as rock outcroppings or historic buildings, and it is not within the proximity of a state
scenic highway. The project objective is to maximize travel lanes within a 90-foot right of way in the
existing built out environment.

2182 Affected Environment

No scenic vista would be impacted by the project design. There are no scenic or significant historic
buildings that would be damaged by the project. The project design plans provide for a striped median
and at the Beverly Boulevard/Rea Drive intersection. As such, the project presents the opportunity for
vertical accent landscaping to create a visual entry on the approach into the City of Montebello from Pico
Rivera (traveling west across the Rio Hondo bridge). The bridge abutment area and Rea Drive
intersection realignment creates the opportunity for additional landscaping within the scope of the project.
These areas adjacent to the new roadway edges and bridge area would be landscaped to City of
Montebello specifications to enhance the appearance of the project area.
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There are no new sources of light or glare designed into the project that would adversely affect day or
nighttime views in the area.

2183 Environmental Consequences

Scenic Vistas and Highways

Based upon a reconnaissance of the project site, there appear to be no scenic vistas along the project
alignment that would be impacted. The proposed project would maintain existing transportation corridor
uses within the project area. Additionally, Beverly Boulevard is not a designated state scenic highway
and there are no special scenic features designated in the area. No impacts to scenic vistas or scenic
highways would occur.

Visual Character

The project comprises the widening of an existing road within an urban environment, and is not
anticipated to degrade the existing quality or character of the site and its surroundings. Temporary
aesthetic impacts may occur during construction; however, it is anticipated that the visual character and
quality of the site and surroundings would be generally improved after construction of the project. The
improved visual character after project implementation would result from a new roadway and bridge
structure to replace deteriorated facilities, the under-grounding of existing Edison overhead power lines
and poles, and the installation of landscaping treatments. The following mitigation measures are
recommended to provide assurances to the public that unpaved areas remaining after project construction
would be incorporated into a landscape plan:

Mitigation Measures:

VA-1 The unpaved portions within the areas of the Rea Drive realignment, the bus turnaround
area on Rea Drive, and the bridge abutment areas, shall be designed and installed with
landscaping per the standards of the City of Montebello.

VA-2 Trees removed as a result of the street widening project shall be replaced in accordance
with an approved landscape plan to be developed in compliance with the standards
specified by the City of Montebello.

Light and Glare

Streetlights installed as part of the project would be comparable to those currently in place. Project
construction activities would typically occur during daylight hours so no nighttime glare from
construction lighting is anticipated. After construction, light and glare in the project area would be
similar to existing conditions.

2184 Avoidance, Minimization, and Compensation Measures
The following mitigation measures are recommended to provide assurances to the public that unpaved
areas remaining after project construction would be incorporated into a landscape plan:
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VA-1 The unpaved portions within the areas of the Rea Drive realignment, the bus turnaround
area on Rea Drive, and the bridge abutment areas, shall be designed and installed with
landscaping per the standards of the City of Montebello.

VA-2 Trees removed as a result of the street widening project shall be replaced in accordance
with an approved landscape plan to be developed in compliance with the standards
specified by the City of Montebello.

2185 References
City of Montebello. Adopted June 26, 1973, as amended. City of Montebello General Plan.

City of Pico Rivera. Adopted August 16, 1993, as amended. City of Pico Rivera General Plan.

2.1.9 CULTURAL RESOURCES /| PALEONTOLOGICAL RESOURCES

2191 Regulatory Setting

A Historic Property Survey Report (HPSR) [which includes an Archeological Survey Report (ASR) and
an Historic Resource Evaluation Report (HRER)], was completed for the entire project area. The Final
HPSR has been approved by Caltrans and is currently pending final approval by FHWA and SHPO. In
accordance with confidentiality practices designed to protect potentially sensitive historical resources, the
HPSR is not distributed for general public review. However, the findings of the HPSR are summarized
within this section 2.1.9 of the IS/EA.

The HPSR was prepared for the proposed project to inventory and evaluate the potential for proposed
improvements to Beverly Boulevard to affect cultural resources. Background research, Native American
consultation, and archaeological and historic architectural surveys were conducted in an effort to identify
any cultural resources potentially eligible for listing on the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP)
or the California Register of Historical Resources (CRHR), or that would be determined historical
resources for the purposes of the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA). The HPSR document
was prepared in compliance with applicable sections of the National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA)
and the implementing regulations of the Advisory County on Historic Preservation (ACHP) as they
pertain to federally funded undertakings and their potential impacts on historic properties (cultural
resources eligible for inclusion on the NRHP). Because the Beverly Boulevard Bridge would be modified
under the Federal Highway Bridge Replacement and Rehabilitation Program, this document was also
prepared in compliance with National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) regulations and Federal
Highway Administration (FHWA) guidelines.

A total of 25 cultural resources were documented during the course of the archaeological and historic
architectural surveys conducted for the project. All buildings and structures over 45 years old within the
project area of potential effects (APE) for architectural resources (Architectural APE) were documented
on California Department of Parks and Recreation (DPR) forms and evaluated for eligibility for inclusion
on the NRHP and CRHR. The properties were also evaluated in accordance with Section 15064.5(a)(2)-
(3) of the CEQA Guidelines using the criteria outlined in Section 5024.1 of the California Public
Resources Code. Twenty-two properties were determined to be of historic age (constructed in 1957 or
before), including the Beverly Boulevard Bridge, the Rio Hondo Channel, and 20 buildings located along
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Beverly Boulevard or on parcels adjacent to Beverly Boulevard. None of these properties appear to meet
the eligibility criteria for listing in the NRHP or CRHR, nor would they be considered historical resources
for the purposes of CEQA.

For the purposes of the field surveys and in compliance with regulatory guidelines, the APE for
archaeological resources (Archaeological APE) was defined to comprise all areas with the potential for
project-related ground disturbance. The APE for historic built environment resources (Architectural APE)
was defined to encompass all areas included in the Archaeological APE, as well as all land parcels facing
the proposed project right-of-way. The Area of Direct Impact (ADI) was defined to include only those
areas where project earthmoving activities are planned.

Intensive pedestrian survey of the project APE for archaeological resources (Archaeological APE)
identified three (3) previously unrecorded historic archaeological sites. These resources were recorded
and assigned temporary field numbers of RH1, RH2 and RH3. One (1) historic artifact scatter (RH2) was
recorded outside of the Archaeological APE and would not be affected by the project. Two (2) historic
artifact scatters (RH1 and RH3) are located within the Archaeological APE and within or adjacent to the
Project ADI. The presence of archaeological resources within a project APE typically requires an
evaluation of the resource for eligibility on the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP). Caltrans
guidance requires that a “Phase 1l (PIl) Evaluation” be conducted to determine the eligibility of an
historic archaeological site.

However, in the case of sites RH1 and RH3, the area appeared to be disturbed and it was suggested that
the historic artifacts observed on the ground surface could represent a historic fill deposit imported from
another location during one of several construction projects completed in the immediate vicinity. As
stated in the latest Caltrans guidelines (Environmental Handbook, VVolume 2: Cultural Resources, July
2001 Draft), an “Extended Phase | (XPI) study is conducted to determine whether a site extends into the
project’s APE, or if the site does extend into the APE, whether the portion within the APE is so disturbed
that it would no longer have a potential to contribute to eligibility for the site as a whole (5-6).” As such,
URS conducted an XPI study to determine if a PIl Evaluation would be necessary. The results of the XPI
study indicated that site RH3 and the portion of site RH1 within the project ADI are so disturbed that they
do not have the potential to contribute to eligibility (to the NRHP or CRHR) for the sites as a whole.

Definition of Significance. Under CEQA guidelines, impacts must be considered when a proposed
undertaking has the potential to affect prehistoric or historical resources deemed to be important. As
presented in the Regulations for the Nomination of Historical Resources to the California Register of
Historical Resources (CRHR 84800.3) (CHPL 5024.1 (e)(2) and (4), an “important” historical resource
must be significant at the local, state, or national level under one or more of the following criteria:

1. It has made a significant contribution to the broad pattern of local or regional history, or the
cultural heritage of California or the United States;

2. ltis associated with the lives of persons important to California’s past, or to the nation;

3. It embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, region, or method of construction, or
represents the work of a master, or possesses high artistic values; or
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4. It has yielded, or has the potential to yield, information important to the prehistory or history of
California or the nation.

For purposes of this analysis, potentially significant impacts to historical, cultural, archaeological, and
paleontological resources are defined as project impacts that would:

1. Cause a substantial adverse change in the significance of an historical resource that is listed in or
determined by the State Historic Resources Commission to be eligible for listing in, the
California Register of Historical Resources (CEQA, §21084.1).

2. Cause a substantial adverse change in the significance of an historical resource that has been
included in a local register of historical resources of properties officially designated or recognized
as historically significant by a local government pursuant to local ordinances or resolution
(CHPL, 5020.1(k)), or is deemed significant pursuant to the criteria for listing of an historical
resource in the California Register (CHPL, 5024.1(g), unless the preponderance of the evidence
demonstrates that the resource is not historically or culturally significant.

3. Have a significant effect on an “important” prehistoric or historic archaeological resource,
defined as an archaeological artifact, object, or site about which it can be clearly demonstrated
that there is a high probability that it meets any of the following criteria:

a. Isassociated with an event or person of:
1) Recognized important in California or American history, or
2) Recognized scientific importance in prehistory;

b. Can provide information which is both of demonstrable public interest and useful in
addressing scientifically consequential and reasonable or archaeological research questions;

c. Has a special or particular quality, such as oldest, best example, largest, or last surviving
example of its kind;

d. Isat least 50 years old and possesses substantial stratigraphic integrity; or
Involves important research questions that historical research has shown can be answered
only with archaeological methods.

4. Have a significant effect on an “important” historical resource as defined by CRHR (84800.3).

As noted above, impacts to identified cultural resources need to be considered only if the resource is an
“important” resource or a “unique archaeological resource”, under the provisions of CEQA Sections
15064.5 and 15126.4.

2192 Affected Environment

The additional right-of-way needed to accommodate the widening of Beverly Boulevard would require
the modification or removal existing buildings, some of which are 45 years old or older (the criteria age at
which a building must be evaluated as a potential historic resource). The project also includes
replacement of the Beverly Boulevard bridge over the Rio Hondo Channel, which was constructed in
1952. As such, the bridge is over 45 years of age and was evaluated as a potential historic resource.

The proposed project may potentially affect historic or cultural resources due to ground disturbance and
excavation during project construction and the expansion of the Beverly Boulevard right-of-way.
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CHRIS Records Search. A California Historical Resources Information System (CHRIS) records search
(# 2244) was conducted for the Project on February 18, 2003 by the South Central California Information
Center (SCCIC), at California State University, Fullerton. The CHRIS records search included a review
of all recorded archaeological sites, historic structures, and other known cultural resources within the
Archaeological APE and a 0.25-mile radius around it, as well as a review of reports for all known cultural
resources studies conducted within the 0.25-mile search radius. The following references were also
reviewed: the California Points of Historical Interest (PHI), the California State Historical Landmarks
(SHL), the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP), the California Register of Historical Resources
(CRHR), the California State Historical Resources Inventory (HRI), and the City of Los Angeles
Historic-Cultural Monuments. The CHRIS records search revealed no known cultural resources within
the 0.25-mile radius search area, with the exception of one historic-aged (i.e. constructed 45 years or more
before present [BP]) building listed on the HRI. This building is at a considerable distance removed from
the project vicinity and would not be affected by the proposed project.

Archival Research. In addition to the CHRIS records search, additional archival research was conducted
in support of the HRER. A search of Montebello city directories at the Montebello and Rosemead Public
Libraries was completed to determine the historic occupants and use of the buildings inventoried in the
HRER. City of Montebello building permit records at the Montebello City Hall were consulted to
confirm dates of construction and modifications, as well as historic use of the buildings. Further research
regarding historical context was conducted at the Montebello Public Library. Information on the Beverly
Boulevard Bridge was obtained from the Norwalk office of Caltrans, and the U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers, Los Angeles District, provided historical data regarding the Rio Hondo Channel. The Federal
Emergency Management Agency (FEMA), Region IX, in Oakland, provided contextual information
about flood control structures in the Los Angeles area.

Caltrans Statewide Bridge Inventory. The Caltrans Statewide Bridge Inventory (Historical
Significance — Local Agency Bridges, 1 October 2001) lists Bridge No. 53C-0086 as ineligible for
inclusion in the NRHP. Bridge No. 53C-0086 is the Beverly Boulevard Bridge over the Rio Hondo
Channel, built in 1952. The SCCIC has no records for the Beverly Boulevard Bridge over the Rio Hondo
Channel, nor was it revealed in the review of several different lists of historic cultural resources.

Native American Consultation. A records search of the Sacred Lands File maintained by the California
Native American Heritage Commission (NAHC) was conducted on February 3, 2003. According to the
NAHC, no sites within their Sacred Lands Files are located within the immediate Project area. Letters
and maps were sent to the contacts listed by the NAHC on February 25, 2003, to inform the individuals
and organizations about the project, to inquire if they knew of any unrecorded Native American cultural
resources or other areas of concern within or adjacent to the Archaeological APE, and to solicit
comments, questions, or concerns with regard to the project. One response was received from
Chairperson Susan Frank of the Gabrieleno Band of Mission Indians of California on March 14, 2003. Ms.
Frank indicated that the Project would not have an impact on village or sacred sites associated with the
Gabrieleno Band of Mission Indians.
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Montebello Historical Society. Ms. Lindy Brown of the Montebello Historical Society was contacted
via telephone on 19 February 2003. Ms. Brown did not provide any supplementary information regarding
cultural resources within the Project APE.

Field Surveys

Field inventories were conducted for both archaeological and architectural resources in the project area.
For the purposes of the field surveys and in compliance with regulatory guidelines, the APE for
archaeological resources (Archaeological APE) was defined to comprise all areas with the potential for
project-related ground disturbance. The APE for historic built environment resources (Architectural APE)
was defined to encompass all areas included in the Archaeological APE, as well as all land parcels facing
the proposed project right-of-way. The Area of Direct Impact (ADI) was defined to include only those
areas where project earthmoving activities are planned.

Architectural Field Survey. Twenty-two properties within the Architectural APE were determined to be
of historic age (constructed in 1957 or before), including the Beverly Boulevard Bridge, the Rio Hondo
Channel, and 20 properties located along Beverly Boulevard or on parcels adjacent to Beverly Boulevard.
The subject properties were formally evaluated for eligibility for inclusion on the NRHP and CRHR and
do not appear to be eligible for inclusion on the NRHP or CRHR, nor are they considered historical
resources for the purposes of CEQA. Thus, these ineligible properties are not considered to be historic
properties under NHPA. Table 2.1.9-1 summarizes the properties with buildings and structures that were
evaluated for NRHP and CRHR eligibility.
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Table 2.1.9-1. Historic Aged Properties (Structures) Evaluated for NRHP and CRHR Eligibility

APN or Name Location City Potentially
Eligible?

6347-003-025 269 E. Beverly Blvd Montebello No
6346-003-024 401 W. Beverly Blvd Montebello No
6346-001-019 441 N. 6th Street Montebello No
6346-001-020 605 and 605A W. Beverly Blvd. Montebello No
6346-001-021 609 W. Beverly Blvd Montebello No
5269-016-043 616 W. Beverly Blvd Montebello No
5269-016-045 608 W. Beverly Blvd Montebello No
5269-012-029 108 W. Beverly Blvd Montebello No
5269-012-052 106 W. Beverly Blvd Montebello No
5269-012-027 100 W. Beverly Bivd Montebello No
5269-012-016 102-104 E. Beverly Blvd Montebello No
5269-012-017

5269-013-064 208-224 W. Beverly Blvd Montebello No
5278-027-031 224 E. Beverly Blvd Montebello No
5278-027-001 500 N. Forbes Street Montebello No
5278-027-002 453 Holger Drive Montebello No
5278-027-003 449 Holger Drive Montebello No
5278-027-004 445 Holger Drive Montebello No
5278-027-005 441 Holger Drive Montebello No
Beverly Blvd Bridge East end of project area / Architectural Montebello and Pico No

APE at Rio Hondo Channel Rivera
Rio Hondo Channel East end of project area / Architectural Montebello and Pico No
APE at Beverly Blvd Rivera

Archaeological Field Survey. All accessible portions of the Archaeological APE were subjected to
intensive pedestrian survey for cultural resources on February 19, 2003. Approximately 95% of the
survey area was developed, paved, or landscaped, thus obscuring the ground surface. Inaccessible areas,
including the interior of existing buildings, the concrete-lined channel of the Rio Hondo, and the bridge
itself, were not surveyed. The pedestrian survey of the project Archaeological APE identified three (3)
previously unrecorded historic archaeological sites. These resources were recorded and assigned
temporary field numbers of RH1, RH2 and RH3. All three sites are located in the vicinity of the Beverly
Boulevard bridge over the Rio Hondo Channel. Two of the sites (RH1 and RH3) are located within the
project; however, site RH2 is located adjacent to but outside the APE and would not be affected by the
project. The two historic artifact scatters (RH1 and RH3) located within the Archaeological APE are
summarized in Table 2.1.9-2.

Beverly Boulevard Phase 111 Widening - IS/EA
52



Chapter 2.1: Human Environment

Table 2.1.9-2. Historic Artifact Scatters Located Within The Project Archaeological APE

Name General Location City

RH1 Western terminus of Beverly Blvd. Bridge over Rio Montebello
Hondo Channel

RH3 Eastern terminus of Beverly Blvd. Bridge over Rio Pico Rivera
Hondo Channel

Subsequent, in depth, Extended Phase | testing has revealed that sites RH1 and RH3 do not contain
primary, intact deposits within the project Area of Direct Impact (ADI). A summary of findings at each
site is provided below.

Site RH1. Preliminary investigation of the site revealed the presence of historically aged archaeological
deposits on the surface. Subsequent, in depth, Extended Phase | (XPI) testing was performed to
investigate subsurface areas of site RHI. The XPI testing revealed that site RH1 does not contain
primary, intact deposits within the project Area of Direct Impact (ADI). Based upon the results of
archaeological test excavation, the portions of site RH1 that lie within the ADI appear to be secondary fill
deposits (possibly imported from another location during one of several construction projects completed
in the immediate vicinity). The results of the XPI study indicate that the portion of site RH1 within the
project ADI is so disturbed that it does not have the potential to contribute to eligibility (to the NRHP or
CRHR) for the site as a whole. Although the entire site has not been formally evaluated for CRHR or
NRHP eligibility, impacts to the portions of the site within the ADI do not require further consideration,
as this portion of the site would not be considered “important” or “unique” under CEQA Sections 15064.5
and 15126.4.

Site RH2. Preliminary investigation of the site revealed the presence of historically aged archaeological
deposits on the surface. It was determined that site RH2 is located adjacent to but outside the project APE
and will not be affected by the Project. It is expected that project construction ground disturbance
activities would not encroach upon this site and no further investigation was performed.

Site RH3. Preliminary investigation of the site revealed the presence of historically aged archaeological
deposits on the surface. Subsequent, in depth, XPI testing was performed to investigate subsurface areas
of site RH3. The XPI testing did not detect evidence of any subsurface deposits at site RH3. Although
this site has not been formally evaluated for CRHR or NRHP eligibility, testing results suggest that this
site would not be considered potentially eligible for inclusion on either register, nor would it be
considered “important” or “unique” under CEQA Sections 15064.5 and 15126.4.

Unknown Resources. In addition to known cultural resources, it is important to note that unrecorded
archaeological resources can exist beneath the ground surface at any location. Such unknown resources
could potentially be impacted during the course of grading, excavation, or other ground disturbing
construction activity.
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2193 Environmental Consequences

Historical Resources

The additional right-of-way needed to accommodate the widening of Beverly Boulevard would require
the modification or removal existing buildings, some of which are 45 years old or older (the criteria age at
which a building must be evaluated as a potential historic resource). The project also includes
replacement of the Beverly Boulevard bridge over the Rio Hondo Channel, which was constructed in
1952. As such, the bridge is over 45 years of age and was evaluated as a potential historic resource.

Twenty-two properties within the Architectural APE were determined to be of historic age (constructed in
1957 or before), including the Beverly Boulevard Bridge, the Rio Hondo Channel, and 20 properties
located along Beverly Boulevard or on parcels adjacent to Beverly Boulevard. The subject properties
were formally evaluated for eligibility for inclusion on the NRHP and CRHR and do not appear to be
eligible for inclusion on the NRHP or CRHR, nor are they considered historical resources for the
purposes of CEQA. Thus, these ineligible properties are not considered to be historic properties under
NHPA.

Archaeological Resources

The proposed project may potentially affect archaeological resources due to ground disturbance and
excavation during project construction. The topography of the project site is relatively flat and deep
ground excavation is not expected in most project areas, with the exception of areas directly beneath the
proposed new bridge within and adjacent to Rio Hondo Channel. Deeper ground excavation is expected
to occur in the vicinity of the Rio Hondo Channel in order to remove and replace the support structures
(piles) for the bridge.

URS conducted an archaeological survey of the project for archeological resources. Three historic
archaeological sites were identified, recorded, and assigned temporary numbers in the field (RH1, RH2,
and RH3). All three sites are located in the vicinity of the Beverly Boulevard bridge over the Rio Hondo
Channel. Two of the sites (RH1 and RH3) are located within the APE; however, site RH2 is located
adjacent to but outside the APE and will not be affected by the Project. A summary of findings at each
site is provided below.

Site RHL1. Preliminary investigation of the site revealed the presence of historically aged archaeological
deposits on the surface. Subsequent, in depth, Extended Phase | (XPI) testing was performed to
investigate subsurface areas of site RHI. The XPI testing revealed that site RH1 does not contain
primary, intact deposits within the project Area of Direct Impact (ADI). Based upon the results of
archaeological test excavation, the portions of site RH1 that lie within the ADI appear to be secondary fill
deposits (possibly imported from another location during one of several construction projects completed
in the immediate vicinity). The results of the XPI study indicate that the portion of site RH1 within the
project ADI is so disturbed that it does not have the potential to contribute to eligibility (to the NRHP or
CRHR) for the site as a whole. Although the entire site has not been formally evaluated for CRHR or
NRHP eligibility, impacts to the portions of the site within the ADI do not require further consideration,
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as this portion of the site would not be considered “important” or “unique” under CEQA Sections 15064.5
and 15126.4.

Site RH2. Preliminary investigation of the site revealed the presence of historically aged archaeological
deposits on the surface. It was determined that site RH2 is located adjacent to but outside the project APE
and will not be affected by the Project. It is expected that project construction ground disturbance
activities would not encroach upon this site and no further investigation was performed.

Site RH3. Preliminary investigation of the site revealed the presence of historically aged archaeological
deposits on the surface. Subsequent, in depth, XPI testing was performed to investigate subsurface areas
of site RH3. The XPI testing did not detect evidence of any subsurface deposits at site RH3. Although
this site has not been formally evaluated for CRHR or NRHP eligibility, testing results suggest that this
site would not be considered potentially eligible for inclusion on either register, nor would it be
considered “important” or “unique” under CEQA Sections 15064.5 and 15126.4.

Unknown Resources. In addition to known cultural resources, it is important to note that unrecorded
archaeological resources can exist beneath the ground surface at any location. Such unknown resources
could potentially be impacted during the course of grading, excavation, or other ground disturbing
construction activity.

Although the study findings indicate that none of the identified archaeological deposit sites would be
considered a "significant” cultural resource, the potential exists for archaeological resources to occur
within the project ADI.

Paleontological and Geologic Resources

There is no evidence of paleontological resources or unique geologic features in the project area.
However, the proposed project may potentially affect unknown paleontological resources due to ground
disturbance and excavation during project construction. The topography of the project site is relatively
flat, so deep ground excavation is not expected in most project areas, with the exception of areas directly
beneath the proposed new bridge within and adjacent to Rio Hondo Channel. Deeper ground excavation
is expected to occur in the vicinity of the Rio Hondo Channel in order to remove and replace the support
structures (piles) for the bridge. There is no evidence that construction of the project would destroy a
unique geologic feature.

Human Remains

There is no evidence that the project is located in an area likely to produce human remains. However, the
project would involve ground disturbance and excavation during construction that has the potential to
disturb unknown human remains.

2194 Avoidance, Minimization, and Compensation Measures
Both site-specific and general mitigation measures will be implemented for the proposed project.

Beverly Boulevard Phase 111 Widening - IS/EA
95



Chapter 2.1: Human Environment

Site-Specific Mitigation:

As portions of site RH1 that lie outside the project ADI have not been subjected to testing, and as the site
as a whole has not been formally evaluated for CRHR or NRHP eligibility, ground disturbance to the
portions of site RH1 outside of the project ADI must be avoided during construction. Furthermore, areas
adjacent to natural watercourses (in this case, the Rio Hondo Channel) are considered sensitive for
prehistoric archaeological resources, and the potential exists for previously unknown cultural resources to
be found during construction. The following site-specific mitigation measures would reduce potential
project impacts to sites RH1, RH3, and the Rio Hondo Channel area to a less than significant level:

C-1:  All earth-moving construction activity within 50 feet of the boundaries of sites RH1 and
RH3 will be monitored by a professional archaeologist. This monitoring will be full-time
(i.e., the archaeological monitor will be present whenever any earth-moving activity is
conducted). Earth-moving activity includes: surface vegetation clearing, “grubbing,”
grading, trenching, boring, auguring, excavation, and any other activity involving work
which extends beneath the existing ground surface. The archaeological monitor will be
provided with updated construction schedules, at least one week in advance, throughout
the duration of the project. The archaeological monitor will have the authority to halt
construction, if necessary, to investigate any potentially significant deposits unearthed
during excavation in the vicinity of sites RH1 and RH3.

C-2:  The portions of site RH1 that lie outside the project ADI will be demarcated as
“Environmentally Sensitive Areas” (ESAS), in order to ensure their avoidance. High-
visibility plastic construction fencing will be used to prohibit access to these areas. Signs
denoting the areas as ESAs will be attached to the fencing. The ESAs will be defined
prior to construction and depicted on all construction drawings and plans. All
construction personnel will be instructed to avoid these areas, and to contact the
archaeological monitor if any unanticipated work is required within the ESAs. Site RH3
will be protected as an ESA in the same manner.

C-3  The archaeological monitor will conduct on-site cultural resources sensitivity training
(crew education) to all workers performing ground disturbance activities at locations in or
within 50 feet of sites RH1, RH3, and the Rio Hondo Channel. Prior to the beginning of
earth moving construction activities (including initial grading and vegetation removal),
all construction personnel (including management) shall be informed of the cultural
resource values involved and of the regulatory protections afforded those resources. The
construction personnel shall also be informed of procedures relating to the discovery of
unanticipated cultural resources (as outlined below). They shall be cautioned not to
collect artifacts, and asked to inform a construction supervisor and the onsite
archaeological monitor in the event that cultural remains are discovered during the course
of construction. The onsite archaeological monitor shall administer supplemental
briefings to all new construction personnel who may perform ground disturbance
activities at locations in or within 50 feet of sites RH1, RH3, and the Rio Hondo Channel,
prior to their commencement of ground disturbance construction activities.

General Mitigation:

The potential exists for previously unknown cultural resources to be found during construction at any
location. The County is sensitive to the archaeological issues associated with the project and intends to
take precautions during earthmoving activities to reduce the likelihood of potential impacts to these
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resources to a less than significant level. The general mitigation measures outlined below are designed to
address the identification and treatment of unanticipated archaeological and paleontological discoveries
encountered during construction, and apply to the entire project area:

C-4:

C-5:

C-6:

In the event archaeological resources are unearthed during excavation activities
associated with the project, work shall be stopped immediately, and the discovery shall
be evaluated by a qualified archaeologist, pursuant to the procedures set forth at CEQA
Section 15064.5.

If human skeletal remains are found at the project site during earth moving activities such
as grading or trenching, work shall be suspended and the Los Angeles County Coroner’s
Office shall be notified. Standard guidelines set by California law provides for the
treatment of skeletal material of Native American origin (California Public Resources
Code, Sections 5097.98 et seq.; Health and Safety Code, Section 7050.5 and others).
Procedures to be employed in the treatment of human remains are found in “A
Professional Guide for the Preservation and Protection of Native American Human
Remains and Associated Grave Goods,” published by the California Native American
Heritage Commission.

Paleontological resources have not been identified within the project APE; however, if
fossilized shells, plants or bones are discovered during construction of the project, work
shall be suspended in the immediate vicinity of the finds, and the potential significance of
the resource shall be evaluated by a qualified specialist.
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2.2 PHYSICAL ENVIRONMENT

The environmental resource areas listed below are discussed in Section 2.2 Physical Environment, of this
document.

2.2.1 Hydrology and Floodplains

2.2.2  Water Quality and Storm Water Run-Off
2.2.3  Geology / Soils / Seismic / Topography
2.2.4 Hazardous Waste & Materials / Hazards
2.2.5 Air Quality

2.2.6  Noise and Vibration

2.2.7 Energy

Both project design Alternatives 1 and 2 would result in the exact same environmental consequences. As

such, the discussion regarding Affected Environment and Environmental Consequences presented for each
resource area applies to both project design Alternatives 1 and 2.

2.2.1 HYDROLOGY AND FLOODPLAINS

2211 Regulatory Setting

After the certification of the Final IS/EA for the proposed project [which will include the issuance of a
CEQA Mitigated Negative Declaration (MND) and a NEPA Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI)],
the following jurisdictional permits and approvals are anticipated from water/waterway regulatory
agencies before construction begins:

¢ Los Angeles Regional Water Quality Control Board (RWQCB): California General Construction
Activities Storm Water Permit; General NPDES Permit Authorization for Discharges of
Groundwater to Surface Waters (if dewatering and/or water discharges are required during
construction in the Rio Hondo Channel); Section 401 Water Quality Certification (if a Section
404 Permit is required from ACOE).

+ U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (ACOE): Section 404 Nationwide Permit.

The requirements of the permits and the implementation of standard best management practices (BMPs)
during construction would ensure that no significant hydrology or floodplain impacts would occur as a
result of the project.

2212 Affected Environment

The existing project vicinity is covered predominantly with impermeable surfaces. As such, the proposed
project would not substantially increase the amount of impervious surfaces, would not substantially alter
existing drainage patterns, would not result in substantial additional erosion or siltation, and would not
result in a substantial increase in the rate or amount of surface runoff. Site erosion and siltation control
measures would be incorporated into the project design to prevent runoff from entering offsite areas
during construction.
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According to FEMA Q3 Flood Data, the project area, including the portion of the Rio Hondo Channel at
the location of the Beverly Boulevard bridge crossing, is not located within a 100-year flood hazard area.
However, a 100-year flood hazard area occurs along the Rio Hondo Channel approximately 1/2 mile
north of the Beverly Boulevard bridge crossing. The proposed project would not significantly increase the
potential risk for flooding in the project area because it would not alter the existing drainage capacity or
system. The proposed new Beverly Boulevard bridge over the Rio Hondo Channel has been designed so
that no alteration of the existing course of the concrete-lined channel would be required. The support
structures of the proposed new bridge have been designed to ensure that no significant alteration of flow
rates or carrying capacity within the Rio Hondo Channel would occur.

The Rio Hondo Spreading Basins are located along the eastern edge of the Rio Hondo Channel in the
project vicinity. The purpose of the basins are to conserve water to replenish the groundwater capacity of
the Central Los Angeles County Basin. The basins collect stormwater, local runoff, reclaimed water, and
imported water from the Colorado River. The storage capacity of the basins is 3,694 acre/feet and the
intake capacity is 1,950 cubic feet/second. No impacts to the Rio Hondo Spreading Basins are anticipated
as a result of the proposed project.

2213 Environmental Consequences
See section 2.2.2.3 for a discussion of hydrology and floodplain impacts.

2.2.2  WATER QUALITY AND STORM WATER RUN-OFF

2221 Regulatory Setting

After the certification of the Final IS/EA for the proposed project [which will include the issuance of a
CEQA Mitigated Negative Declaration (MND) and a NEPA Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI)],
the following jurisdictional permits and approvals are anticipated from water/waterway regulatory
agencies before construction begins:

¢ Los Angeles Regional Watery Quality Control Board (RWQCB): California General
Construction Activities Storm Water Permit; General NPDES Permit Authorization for
Discharges of Groundwater to Surface Waters (if dewatering and/or water discharges are required
during construction in the Rio Hondo Channel); Section 401 Water Quality Certification (if a
Section 404 Permit is required from ACOE).

¢+ U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (ACOE): Section 404 Nationwide Permit.

The requirements of the permits and the implementation of standard best management practices (BMPs)
during construction would ensure that no significant water quality or storm water runoff impacts would
occur as a result of the project.

2222 Affected Environment

The project would include new stormdrain improvements as part of the widened roadway. These
improvements would include new catchbasins and tie-ins to existing lines. The project would not
substantially increase sources of polluted runoff.
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The project would incorporate standard best management practices (BMPs) during construction along the
roadway and over/in the Rio Hondo Channel to minimize potential impacts to water quality and to
prevent potential impacts from storm water runoff.

2223 Environmental Consequences

Water Quality and Waste Discharge

Due to the predominance of existing paved surfaces along the Beverly Boulevard, the proposed project
would not substantially increase the amount of impervious surfaces. The project would incorporate
standard best management practices (BMPs) during construction along the roadway and over/in the Rio
Hondo Channel to minimize potential impacts to water quality.

After the certification of the Final IS/EA for the proposed project [which will include the issuance of a
CEQA Mitigated Negative Declaration (MND) and a NEPA Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI)],
the following jurisdictional permits and approvals are anticipated from water/waterway regulatory
agencies before construction begins:

¢ Los Angeles Regional Water Quality Control Board (RWQCB): California General Construction
Activities Storm Water Permit; General NPDES Permit Authorization for Discharges of
Groundwater to Surface Waters (only if dewatering and/or water discharges are required during
construction in the Rio Hondo Channel, which is not anticipated at this time); Section 401 Water
Quality Certification (if a Section 404 Permit is required from ACOE).

¢ U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (ACOE): Section 404 Nationwide Permit.

The requirements of the permits and the implementation of BMPs during construction would ensure that
no significant water quality, water discharge, erosion or siltation impacts would occur as a result of the
project.

Groundwater

The proposed project would not directly or indirectly deplete groundwater supplies or recharge. The soils
investigation report prepared by the County of Los Angeles Department of Public Works for the proposed
widening of the Beverly Boulevard Bridge indicates that groundwater at the project site lies at an
approximate elevation of approximately 159 feet. It is anticipated that new bridge piles will be driven into
the ground at a maximum depth of approximately 70 feet. Thus, no direct impacts or dewatering of
groundwater is anticipated as a result of construction activities.

The existing project site is covered predominantly with impermeable materials. As such, the proposed
project would not substantially alter the amount of impervious surfaces in a manner that would affect
ground water recharge. The project would not alter the storage function of the Rio Hondo Spreading
Basins, located along the Rio Hondo Channel in the project area. No sole-source aquifers or wellhead
protection areas were identified within the project vicinity.
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Drainage

The proposed project would not substantially alter existing drainage patterns, nor result in substantial
erosion or siltation, as the existing project vicinity is covered predominantly with impermeable surfaces.
As such, the proposed project would not substantially alter the amount of impervious surfaces. The
design of the new bridge over Rio Hondo Channel would not alter the existing course of the concrete-
lined channel. The project would incorporate standard best management practices (BMPs) during
construction along the roadway and over/in the Rio Hondo Channel to minimize potential impacts to
water quality resulting from site erosion and siltation. The BMPs would incorporate control measures to
prevent runoff from entering offsite areas during construction.

The proposed project would not substantially alter existing drainage patterns, nor result in substantial
increase in the rate or amount of surface runoff, as the existing project vicinity is covered predominantly
with impermeable surfaces. As such, the proposed project would not substantially alter the amount of
impervious surfaces in a manner that would increase surface runoff or induce flooding on- or off-site.
The proposed new Beverly Boulevard bridge over the Rio Hondo Channel has been designed so that no
alteration of the existing course of the concrete-lined channel would be required. The support structures
of the proposed new bridge have been designed to ensure that no significant alteration of flow rates or
carrying capacity within the Rio Hondo Channel would occur. Also, the project would include new
stormdrain improvements as part of the widened roadway. These improvements would include new
catchbasins and tie-ins to existing lines. The project would not substantially increase sources of polluted
runoff.

Floodzones

According to FEMA Q3 Flood Data, the portion of the Rio Hondo Channel at the location of the Beverly
Boulevard bridge crossing is not within a 100-year flood hazard area. No housing is proposed as part of
the project.

According to FEMA Q3 Flood Data, the portion of the Rio Hondo Channel at the location of the Beverly
Boulevard bridge crossing is not within a 100-year flood hazard area. However, a 100-year flood hazard
area occurs along the Rio Hondo Channel approximately 1/2 mile north of the Beverly Boulevard bridge
crossing. The proposed new Beverly Boulevard bridge over the Rio Hondo Channel has been designed so
that no alteration of the existing course of the concrete-lined channel would be required. The support
structures of the proposed new bridge have been designed to ensure that no significant alteration of flow
rates or carrying capacity within the Rio Hondo Channel would occur.

The proposed project would not significantly increase the potential risk for flooding in the project area
because it would not alter the existing drainage capacity or system. No new buildings to be occupied by
people would be constructed as part of the project, and the project area is not within a flood hazard zone
that would be impacted as a result of a failed levee or dam.
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Seiche or Tsunami

There is no risk of seiche or tsunami in the project area. The proposed project would not significantly
increase the potential risk to people or structures of inundation by mudflow, as no new buildings to be
occupied by people would be constructed as part of the project.

2224 Avoidance, Minimization, and Compensation Measures
None anticipated.

2225 References
Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA). 2003. Q3 Flood Data Map.

2.2.3 GEOLOGY/ SoILS / SEISMIC /| TOPOGRAPHY

2231 Regulatory Setting
There are four seismic/geologic zones in the City of Montebello, classified by variations in subsurface
characteristics. The zones include:

Thick alluvium underlain by sedimentary rocks;

Thick alluvium including the Gaspur aquifer;

Thin alluvium underlain by sedimentary rock; and

Pico Formation of San Pedro formation rocks exposed at the surface.

* & o o

The bulk of the project area in the City of Montebello is underlain with the alluvial deposits. The
alluvium over the Gaspur aquifer exposes the City of Montebello areas to liquefaction potential along the
Rio Hondo Channel, under a portion of the project site.

Exploratory soil borings taken in the vicinity of the Rio Hondo Channel (the site of the proposed bridge
replacement) reflect samples of a medium dense to very dense material. The on-site soils at the proposed
bridge replacement location consist primarily of clean silt and sand with some gravel and cobbles.
Groundwater was encountered during the sample borings at 156 and 161 feet. The samples contained less
than 2,000 parts per million soluble sulfates, indicating that no special precautions for corrosion are
necessary. There was isolated sand clay layers encountered in some borings, however, there is no
expansive clay type soils in the bridge replacement project area.

On-site soils within one mile of the Whittier Fault Zone may subject the site to prolonged shaking.
Therefore, liquefaction is possible at depths of 167 to 177 feet in the footprint of the proposed bridge
replacement. However, bridge piles have been appropriately designed per soil engineering standards in
the project plans so that liquefaction risk is minimal to the project.

The greatest cause of damage from a geologic perspective within the project area is associated with
ground shaking from an earthquake. A major earthquake on the Newport-Inglewood, Sierra Madre, or the
Whittier Faults poses the primary seismic risk. A great earthquake of nearly 8.0 magnitude on the more
distant San Andreas Fault would also result in strong ground shaking at the project site.
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Ground failure is another potential seismic hazard present within the City of Montebello. However, the
ground failure hazards resulting from differential settling, liquefaction, natural landslides, and subsidence
are considered limited in the City. Ground displacement (the rupturing of ground along a fault) is not
considered a major hazard because there are no known active faults present within the City limits.

2232 Affected Environment

The topography of the project site along Beverly Boulevard is relatively flat, with the Montebello hills
north of the project area. Deep ground excavation is not expected in most project areas, with the
exception of areas directly beneath the proposed new bridge within and adjacent to Rio Hondo Channel.
Deeper ground excavation is expected to occur in the vicinity of the channel in order to remove and
replace the support structures (piles) for the bridge. The alluvial soil types in the project area generally
support development and public infrastructure without special engineering.

A perfectly risk-free seismic environment does not exist in Southern California. True seismic risk is not
quantifiable. However, the general geology of the project area, the specific geologic characteristics of the
project site, and the structural design of the project site are not considered especially high-risk with
respect to seismic hazards. Pre-1933 structures may be considered at a higher level of risk due to the age
and construction techniques used at construction. Overall, the project does not pose an extraordinary risk
with respect to seismic or soils hazards.

2233 Environmental Consequences

Seismicity

The project is located within an earthquake-prone region; however, there are no known active faults
present within the limits of the City of Montebello. The primary seismic hazard affecting the project is
the Whittier Fault Zone located approximately one mile west of the project limits. However, impacts to
people or structures resulting from project implementation would be considered less than significant, due
primarily to the fact that no housing or commercial building structures are proposed as part of the project.

The proposed widened roadway and new bridge will be designed in compliance with improved, modern
seismic safety standards. It is expected that the new Beverly Boulevard bridge would be a generally safer
structure than the current bridge with respect to stability during an earthquake event.

The project is located within an earthquake-prone region; however, there are no known active faults
present within the limits of the City of Montebello. A major earthquake on the Newport-Inglewood,
Sierra Madre, or the Whittier Faults poses seismic risk in the project area. A great earthquake of nearly
8.0 magnitude on the more distant San Andreas Fault would also result in strong ground shaking at the
project site. The project would be designed and constructed in accordance with modern standards and
specifications for seismic safety. It is anticipated that, although the new, widened bridge structure could
potentially accommodate more vehicles and people at one time, the new bridge structure itself would be
an improved design with respect to seismic safety than the existing bridge structure. The project involves
modification of existing transportation facilities and does not include new buildings that would be
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occupied by people. As such, no new or additional exposure (beyond existing conditions) of people to
seismic hazards would result from the project.

According to the State of California Seismic Hazard Zones ElI Monte Quadrangle Official Map (released
3/25/99), the project area to the east of Rea Drive (which includes the proposed new bridge over Rio
Hondo Channel and the limits of the bridge work on the east of the channel) lies within an area that has
the potential for liquefaction to occur. The County of Los Angeles Department of Public Works
conducted a soils investigation in the immediate vicinity of the proposed Beverly Boulevard bridge
replacement. The soils analysis and report concluded that the potential for liquefaction is high between
elevations 167 and 177 feet above mean sea level in the vicinity of Piers 2 and 3 of the bridge. The soils
report provided recommendations for deeper embedment of Piers 2 and 3 in the bridge design compensate
for additional down-drag forces due to liquefaction. The soils report concluded that the proposed bridge
replacement is feasible from a geotechnical standpoint.

The widened roadway and new bridge will be designed in compliance with improved, modern seismic
safety standards. The bridge piles (support structures) have been appropriately designed per soil
engineering standards in the project plans so that liquefaction risk is minimal to the project. It is expected
that the new Beverly Boulevard bridge would be a generally safer structure than the current bridge with
respect to stability during an earthquake event.

Landslides

The topography of the immediate project vicinity is relatively flat and paved. According to the State of
California Seismic Hazard Zones ElI Monte Quadrangle Official Map (released 3/25/99), there are
hillsides with landslide potential areas located approximately one mile north of the project area. The
potential for landslides from these hills impacting the project area is considered less than significant due
to their remote distance and the prevalence of physical barriers between the hillsides and the project area.

Erosion

The majority of the proposed project area is paved or covered over with impermeable material, including
asphalt paving and concrete sidewalks. The proposed project includes the widening of a paved street into
existing paved sidewalk and building areas. As such, the proposed project (after construction) would not
result in exposed topsoil that could be subject to erosion.

The topography of the project site is relatively flat, so deep ground excavation during construction is not
expected in most project areas, with the exception of areas directly beneath the proposed new bridge
within and adjacent to Rio Hondo Channel. Deeper ground excavation is expected to occur in the vicinity
of the channel in order to remove and replace the support structures (piles) for the bridge. However, it is
expected that the majority of excavated soil would be replaced and paved over at the site after the piles
and new paved surfaces are installed. As such, construction and operation of the proposed project will
not result in substantial soil erosion or loss of topsoil.
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Unstable Geologic Conditions

There is minimal risk of impacts from unstable geologic conditions along the portion of Beverly
Boulevard to be widened between Montebello Boulevard and Rea Drive. The ground failure hazards
resulting from differential settling, liquefaction, natural landslides, and subsidence are considered limited
in the City of Montebello. Ground displacement (the rupturing of ground along a fault) is not considered
a major hazard because there are no known active faults present within the limits of the City of
Montebello. The project itself would not cause any existing geologic unit or soil to become unstable.

The bridge replacement portion of the project is located within a liquefaction potential zone. However,
the widened roadway and new bridge will be designed in compliance with improved, modern seismic
safety standards. The proposed new bridge design incorporates pile (support) structures specifically
suited for the liquefaction-potential soil within which they would be located. As such, it is expected that
the new Beverly Boulevard bridge would be a generally safer structure than the current bridge with
respect to stability during an earthquake or liquefaction hazard event.

Expansive Soils

The soil investigation report completed by the County of Los Angeles Department of Public Works
concluded that the subsurface soils in the vicinity of the Beverly Boulevard bridge over Rio Hondo
Channel "consist predominantly of silt and clean sands with some gravel and cobbles, in a medium dense
to very dense condition." As such, the bridge is not located on expansive soils. The specific soil types
along the alignment of the remainder of the Beverly Boulevard project area are non-expansive alluvium.
The roadway-widening project itself would not create substantial risks to life and property.

The proposed project does not involve the use of septic tanks or alternative wastewater disposal systems.

Mineral Resources

Deep ground excavation during construction is not expected in most project areas, with the exception of
areas directly beneath the proposed new bridge within and adjacent to Rio Hondo Channel. Deeper
ground excavation is expected to occur in the vicinity of the Rio Hondo Channel in order to remove and
replace the support structures (piles) for the bridge. However, it is expected that the majority of
excavated soil would be replaced and paved over at the site after the piles and new paved surfaces are
installed. There is no evidence of known mineral resources within the project area. As such, the project
would not result in the loss of a known mineral resource.

2234 Avoidance, Minimization, and Compensation Measures
None anticipated.

2235 References
City of Montebello. City of Montebello Engineering Geologic Map.
City of Montebello. City of Montebello General Plan Safety Element.

City of Montebello. City of Montebello General Plan Seismic Safety Element.
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EDR: The Source for Environmental Risk Management Data. March 2003. NEPA Check Report.

Los Angeles County Department of Public Works. 1999. Soils Investigation Report for the Replacement
of Beverly Boulevard Bridge Over the Rio Hondo Channel.

State of California. March 25, 1999. Seismic Hazard Zones ElI Monte Quadrangle Official Map.

2.24 HazARDOUS WASTE & MATERIALS /| HAZARDS

2241 Regulatory Setting

A Hazardous Materials Survey Report of properties along Beverly Boulevard, between Montebello
Boulevard and Rea Drive in the City of Montebello, was conducted to evaluate the environmental
conditions of the area (URS 2003). The entire Hazardous Materials Survey report is avaiable as a
separate technical document. A summary of the environmental setting and findings of the report is
provided below.

Based upon observations made during the site reconnaissance, review of the environmental regulatory
database, aerial photographs, historical city directories, and information provided by the Los Angeles
County Department of Public Works regarding properties that may be acquired, twelve properties were
reviewed as part of the Hazardous Materials Survey. These properties are identified in Table 2.2.4-1.

Table 2.2.4-1. Properties Selected For Hazardous Materials Survey

Address Current Occupant Reason Selected
105 West Beverly Boulevard Los Angeles Regional Surgical Center Underground storage tank site
106 West Beverly Boulevard Sign Agent (signs & graphics) Potential acquisition for project right of way
208-224 West Beverly Boulevard 208-Marufuku Noodle House Potential acquisition for project right of way
210-The Hair Concern

214-Frumento’s Italian Market
220-Medical Uniforms
222-224-Medical Supply

509 West Beverly Boulevard Louis Cimarusti Realty Potential acquisition for project right of way
712 West Beverly Boulevard Razed gasoline service station Identified on regulatory database

116 East Beverly Boulevard Wild Coyote Steakhouse Former service station site

117 East Beverly Boulevard Beverly Medical Plaza Former service station site

200 East Beverly Boulevard Office Building Former service station site

201 East Beverly Boulevard Strip mall-food and service businesses | Former service station site

220 East Beverly Boulevard Beverly Car Wash Oil/water clarifier onsite

228 East Beverly Boulevard Unique Floral Potential acquisition for project right of way
269 East Beverly Boulevard Pio’s Liquor Potential acquisition for project right of way

2242 Affected Environment

In general, it appears that the project area had been occupied by mixed undeveloped and agricultural land
from the 1920s to sometime before 1950. The potential may exist for the presence of pesticide or
herbicide residues in the soil at portions of the site north and south of Beverly Boulevard. However, these
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substances do not appear to warrant further investigation at this time because site development has
probably affected the distribution of such residues and potential exposure is reduced by the presence of
buildings and pavement at the most of the portions of the site that had been agriculturally developed.
With regard to the portions of the site slated for acquisition and demolition, agricultural development was
present at 208-224, 509, and 712 West Beverly Boulevard. While it is likely residues of agricultural
chemicals are minimal, there is a possibility of encountering such residues in the soils beneath the
surfaces of those properties during demolition/construction.

The project area is at the southern end of an oil well field. No oil well related equipment was observed to
be located within Beverly Boulevard or on the properties slated for acquisition. An oil well and
associated tanks were located southeast of the intersection of Beverly and Montebello Boulevards from
sometime between 1928 and 1949 to before 1976. That well was completed and abandoned and a
building is currently constructed on that site. Other wells were located at least a few hundred feet away
from Beverly Boulevard. According to the State Fire Marshal’s office, there are no oil pipelines in the
area of the subject property. Because the project site is located within a well field, it is possible that oily
residues or remnant pipelines or equipment may be present.

The L.A. Regional Surgical Center at 105 West Beverly Boulevard operates an underground storage tank
(UST). The tank is located approximately 150 feet south of Beverly Boulevard. The site is listed on the
regulatory database search as a permitted UST site. Based on the distance of the UST from the project, it
is unlikely the presence of the UST will impact the street widening activities.

Gasoline service stations have occupied at least two of the four corners of the intersection of Beverly
Boulevard and Poplar Avenue from 1949 to the 1980s and the northeast corner of the intersection of
Beverly and Montebello Boulevards from 1962 to recent time. The addresses of the former stations were
116, 117, 200, 201, East Beverly Boulevard and 712 West Beverly Boulevard. However, all but one
located at 712 Beverly Boulevard have been redeveloped and paved over. Three unlabeled 55-gallon
drums of unknown contents were observed at the unpaved site during the area reconnaissance. The
contents of these drums, if any, should be characterized and removed from the site by a licensed hauler.
The former owner or Shell Oil would be responsible for this activity. Based upon the developed status of
most of the former service station sites and the regulatory status of the former station at 712 West Beverly
Boulevard, further investigation into those properties does not appear warranted at this time. However,
should stained or odorous soils be encountered during project activities, a subsurface investigation should
be undertaken.

A “repair shop” was located at 218 East Beverly Boulevard and an auto repair shop was located at the
rear of 100 West Beverly Boulevard in the 1950s. A print shop has been located at 108 West Beverly
Boulevard since at least 1950. No suspect areas of potential contamination were observed at those areas
during the site reconnaissance. However, 106 West Beverly Boulevard, is intended for acquisition and
demolition. It is possible that subsurface contamination from these two business types may have
migrated below the building to be demolished. A subsurface investigation should be conducted to
determine whether or not contamination is present.
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A tool works operated at 220 East Beverly Boulevard from at least 1950 until the Beverly Car Wash
occupied that site in the 1960s. Based on the scope of work for the project, the position of the car wash
structure, and the historic position of the small building which previously occupied the site, the presence
of the car wash and the former presence of the tool works does not appear to represent a recognized
environmental condition for the project.

Unique Floral has occupied the section of the property located at 228 East Beverly Boulevard since at
least 1950. There is a potential for asbestos and lead-based paint to exist at that site given the age of the
structure, and the owner/operator should be questioned about the use of pesticides to determine whether
that would represent a recognized environmental condition at the site.

A manufacturing company (details not available), then a metal polishing facility operated at 269 East
Beverly Boulevard (currently Pio’s Liquors) in the 1950s. There is a possibility that contaminants may be
present in the soils beneath the site as those businesses operated in the 1950s. A subsurface investigation
is recommended at this portion of the subject property.

The remainder of the Beverly Boulevard Corridor has been mostly commercially developed since at least
the 1950s. Beverly Boulevard itself has been in its present location since at least 1925. No further
investigation into those areas appears warranted.

It is possible the structures on the subject properties were built utilizing asbestos-containing materials
(ACM), due to their dates of construction (approximately 1958-1979), with the exception of 200 East
Beverly Boulevard, which was constructed in 1994. Five of the buildings included in this survey (106,
208-224, and 509 West Beverly Boulevard and 228 and 269 East Beverly Boulevard) are slated for
demolition. Further, certain features, such as storefronts and walls, may be required to be demolished for
the project. By law, all friable and non-friable ACM that will become friable must be removed from
buildings before demolition or renovation, since these actions will impact the material. Therefore, prior
to any renovation or demolition activities, an asbestos survey should be conducted by a certified ashestos
consultant. Any asbestos-containing materials must be removed by a state-licensed abatement contractor
prior to the demolition of these structures.

Based upon the age of all but one of the subject buildings (up to 1979), it is possible that lead-based paint
was used. In 1978, the federal government banned the use of lead-based paint in residential applications;
however, usage in general industry continued at a decreased rate to the present. Lead-based paint presents
a hazard through inhalation or ingestion of paint chips or vapor fumes. The greatest cumulative health
threat is to young children, and for this reason the Department of Housing and Urban Development
(HUD) has promulgated lead standards and survey requirements for buildings affected by HUD funding.
This HUD regulation represents the only federal requirement for lead-based paint hazard management
applicable to privately owned structures. The structure at 200 East Beverly Boulevard was constructed in
1994 and it is therefore unlikely that the painted surfaces contain lead-based paint. A lead survey should
be conducted on those structures and features scheduled for demolition or renovation. Any lead-
contaminated surfaces should be treated with care during demolition or renovation so that dust and fumes
will not be of concern to workers or children in the area.
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Several facilities along the subject property were listed on various agency-generated databases. Some of
the former gasoline service stations were listed as Leaking Underground Storage Tank sites; however, all
but one of the cases were listed as soil contamination only and the cases are closed, indicating that the
agencies are satisfied with the cleanup. The one case that presented a release to groundwater (a former
Chevron station at 200 East Beverly Boulevard) is also closed. Based on a review of files maintained by
the California Regional Water Quality Control Board, Los Angeles Region, groundwater contamination
was either not detected or did not exceed action levels for petroleum hydrocarbons. As mentioned, the
case is closed and no further action appears warranted.

Other than the leaking tank sites, the database report indicates the subject property is not listed on the
environmental regulatory databases reviewed that would indicate current environmental concerns exist at
the site. Several sites within the ASTM-indicated search radii are listed on the databases. However,
based on the regulatory status or distance from the subject property relative to groundwater flow in the
area, the potential for those sites to have created a recognized environmental condition at the subject
property is low.

Hazardous Materials and Hazardous Wastes

Access was not provided to the interiors of the various properties evaluated for this survey. However,
hazardous materials and wastes expected to be present or generated at the facilities are identified in Table
2.2.4-2 below.
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Table 2.2.4-2. Hazardous Materials and Wastes Observed Or Expected to be Present
at Subject Properties

Address

Occupant

Substance(S)

105 West Beverly Boulevard

Los Angeles Regional Surgical
Center

A UST is located in the rear parking area,
approximately 150 feet south of Beverly
Boulevard.

Janitorial supplies, medicinal substances, x-ray
fixer & developer-all in small quantities

Biohazardous wastes in small quantities.

106 West Beverly Boulevard

Sign Agent (signs & graphics)

Inks, dyes, solvents-in small quantities.
Janitorial supplies in small quantities.

208-224 West Beverly
Boulevard

208-Marufuku Noodle House
210-The Hair Concern
214-Frumento’s ltalian Market
220-Medical Uniforms
222-224-Medical Supply

Janitorial supplies in small quantities.

Acetone dyes and cosmetics at The Hair
Concern.

509 West Beverly Boulevard

Louis Cimarusti Realty

Janitorial supplies in small quantities.

712 West Beverly Boulevard

Razed gasoline service station

3 unlabeled 55-gallon drums were observed
within the vacant unpaved lot.

116 East Beverly Boulevard

Wild Coyote Steakhouse

Janitorial supplies in small quantities.

117 East Beverly Boulevard

Beverly Medical Plaza

Janitorial supplies in small quantities.

200 East Beverly Boulevard

Office Building

Janitorial supplies in small quantities.

201 East Beverly Boulevard

Strip mall-food and service
businesses. 201A-Beverly Cleaners

Janitorial supplies in small quantities.
Dry cleaners appears to be a drop-off shop only.
No dry cleaning machine observed or reported.

220 East Beverly Boulevard Beverly Car Wash Janitorial supplies in medium quantities.
228 East Beverly Boulevard Unique Floral Janitorial supplies in small quantities.
269 East Beverly Boulevard Pio’s Liquor Janitorial supplies in small quantities.

Solid Waste

Trash dumpsters were located within the parking areas of the subject properties.

observed on the concrete and asphalt surfaces beneath the dumpsters.

Wastewater

Staining was not

Sanitary sewage from the facilities is discharged into the sanitary sewer system. For all but one of the
businesses, wastewater is not produced on-site. The Beverly Car Wash operates an oil/water clarifier.
Based on review of records maintained at the Los Angeles County Sanitation District, no unauthorized
releases or violations were reported.

Above Ground Storage Tanks
Aboveground storage tanks (ASTs) were not observed or reported on the subject properties.
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Underground Storage Tanks

The L.A. Regional Surgical Center at 105 West Beverly Boulevard operates an underground storage tank
(UST). The tank is located approximately 150 feet south of Beverly Boulevard. The site is listed on the
regulatory database search as a permitted UST site. The historic UST database indicates a tank was
installed in 1979 and contained diesel fuel. It is likely that the current tank contains diesel fuel, as its
footprint appears small and it is located at a surgical center that would likely operate an emergency
generator. Although it is not known what year the current tank was installed, the concrete and asphalt
pavement in the parking area appeared more recent than one would expect from a 1979 installation.

No indications of USTs, such as vent lines or fill pipes, were observed at the other selected sites during
the site reconnaissance.

Drums and Containers

Three 55-gallon drums with no visible labeling were located on the property at 712 West Beverly
Boulevard. If the drums are not empty, the contents will need to be characterized and removed from the
site. The former owner or Shell Oil would be responsible for this activity. Drums were not observed or
reported on the remaining subject properties. Janitorial or other substances located onsite would likely be
present in small to medium-sized containers. Spills were not observed on the accessible concrete and
asphalt surfaces of the subject properties.

Drains, Sumps, or Clarifiers

Other than the clarifier located at the Beverly Car Wash, drains or clarifiers associated with waste were
not observed or reported on the subject property. One storm drain was observed in the parking lot of 201
East Beverly Boulevard.

Wells
Wells were not observed or reported on the subject property.

Discolored or Stained Pavement/Soil; Stressed Vegetation
Discolored soil or pavement and stressed vegetation were not observed or reported on the subject

property.

Pits, Ponds, or Lagoons
Pits, ponds, or lagoons were not observed or reported on the subject property.

Polychlorinated Biphenyls

Approximately 10 pole-mounted transformers were observed along the north side of Beverly Boulevard.
Stains or leaks were not observed on, or adjacent to, the transformers. The transformers are owned by
Southern California Edison (SCE). Although it is possible the units contain polychlorinated biphenyls
(PCBs), according to SCE, they have never specified the use of PCBs in their transformers. Further,
based upon statistical sampling, less than four percent of SCE transformers require special management
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under US EPA rules governing PCB containing units. However, regardless of their PCB content, the
equipment is the responsibility of SCE.

Elevators likely exist at 105 West and 200 East Beverly Boulevard; however, based upon the age of the
structures, it is unlikely that the elevator equipment would contain PCBs. Elevators, hydraulic
equipment, or other equipment potentially containing polychlorinated biphenyls were not observed at the
other subject properties. Other properties along Beverly Boulevard may utilize elevators and other
hydraulic equipment; however, it does not appear that the street widening project would affect those
areas.

Asbestos

It is possible the structures on the subject properties were built utilizing asbestos-containing materials
(ACM). Five of the buildings included in this survey (106, 208-224, 509 West Beverly Boulevard, and
228 and 269 East Beverly Boulevard) are slated for demolition. Additionally, with regard to the street and
bridge work, there may be asbestos present in concrete expansion joints, packing material at abutments, or
transite conduits, fire lines, water lines or sewer lines. All friable and non-friable ACM that will become
friable by law, must be removed from buildings before demolition or renovation, since these actions will
impact the material. Therefore, prior to any renovation or demolition activities, an ashestos survey should
be conducted by a certified asbestos consultant on those buildings to be demolished and any other
structural features scheduled for renovation or removal.

At this time, no further investigation into the presence of ACM in the remaining subject buildings that are
not slated for renovation or demolition is recommended. However, according to USEPA guidance, a
building may only be classified as "non-asbestos containing” if: (1) the building was constructed after
October 12, 1988, and (2) an architect, or project engineer responsible for the construction of the building,
or an accredited asbestos building inspector signs a statement that no ACMs were utilized. This clause is
from the document "A Guide to Performing Reinspections Under the Asbestos Hazard Emergency
Response Act (AHERA)" USEPA publication #EPA700/B001, February 1992. Certifying that the
subject properties could be classified as non-asbestos containing in accordance with USEPA guidance or
CFR 61.145 was not within the Assessment Scope of Work.

Although there was a ban on ACM being used in many materials from 1988 to 1999, the ban never
applied to roofs. The ban was lifted in 1999 and materials manufactured after that time may contain
asbestos. Therefore, roofs and materials affected by the project that were installed in and after 1999 may
contain asbestos.

Radon

Radon is emitted by the natural breakdown and radioactive decay of uranium in rocks and soils. It may
enter a structure as an off-gas by-product of building materials, natural-gas contaminant, or a water
contaminant. Potential entry into buildings may occur through cracks in the foundation, sump pumps,
areas around drainage pipes and other openings. Once inside an enclosed space, radon can accumulate if
the structure is not ventilated.
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The Site is located within EPA-designated radon Zone 2. Zone 2 is defined as having an average indoor
radon level of equal or greater than 2.0 and less than 4.0 pico Curies per Liter (pCi/L). The EPA action
level for radon is 4.0 pCi/L. Therefore, further assessment for radon does not appear warranted.

Lead-Based Materials

Based upon the age of all but one of the subject buildings (circa 1958-1979), it is possible that lead-based
paint was used. In 1978, the federal government banned the use of lead-based paint in residential
applications; however, usage in general industry continued at a decreased rate to the present. Lead-based
paint presents a hazard through inhalation or ingestion of paint chips or vapor fumes. The greatest
cumulative health threat is to young children, and for this reason the Department of Housing and Urban
Development (HUD) has promulgated lead standards and survey requirements for buildings affected by
HUD funding. This HUD regulation represents the only federal requirement for lead-based paint, hazard
management applicable to privately owned structures. The structure at 200 East Beverly Boulevard was
constructed in 1994 and it is therefore unlikely that the painted surfaces contain lead-based paint.

It is possible, in fact likely, that yellow and thermoplastic pavement markings and traffic stripes contain
lead. Lead also may be present in other types or colors of street or municipal paints. Any affected lead-
based roadway pavement markings (e.g., yellow and thermoplastic markings) should be collected, tested,
and disposed of in accordance with applicable State and Federal regulations.

As in the case for any project that involves excavation, there is the potential for unknown hazardous
contamination to be encountered during project construction. Aerially Deposited Lead contamination may
be encountered during excavation in unpaved areas of soil adjacent to traffic lanes or shoulders.
Therefore, areas of exposed soil affected by project construction should be tested for Aerially Deposited
Lead contamination prior to earthmoving activities. If detected, Aerially Deposited Lead contaminated
soils should be collected, tested, transported, and disposed of in accordance with applicable State and
Federal Regulations.

Effective June 3, 1993, the Lead in Construction Standard codified in 29 CFR 1926.62 applied to sources
or potential sources of lead exposure present in an "employment-related™ context. The trigger mechanism
for application of the standard is an activity that, by its inherent nature, may cause exposure to lead.
Therefore, prior to renovation, demolition, or any activity that will cause a disturbance of any suspect
lead-based paint, sampling to determine lead content is recommended.

Hazardous Materials Database Search

Information was gathered from several environmental databases to evaluate whether activities on or near
the subject property have the potential to create adverse environmental impacts on the subject property.
Listed sites along the Beverly Corridor and listed facilities identified in close proximity to, or within %-
mile of, the project area (within the database search radii) are summarized in Table 2.2.4-3 below. The
EDR facility identification numbers are shown in parenthesis.
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Based upon the distance from the project area, relative location with respect to groundwater flow in the
area, and/or regulatory status, the potential for the facilities listed in Table 2.2.4-3 to have created a
recognized environmental condition within the project area is considered low.
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Table 2.2.4-3. Database Listed Sites Near Project Area That Produce or

Contain Hazardous Materials

Site

List

Detail

PROPERTIES ALONG THE BEVERLY BOULEVARD PROJECT CORRIDOR

K&K Service (A1, A3)
117 East Beverly Boulevard

Los Angeles County Street Number
List of Industrial Waste and UST
Sites (HMS)

Tank permitted/status-removed.

Hazardous Substance Storage
Container Database (HIST UST)

Six historic USTSs at site:

Two 4,000-gallon unleaded,
4,000-gallon regular,
6,000-gallon unleaded,

Two unreported size waste oil.

116 East Beverly Boulevard (A2, A8)

Emergency Response Notification
System (ERNS)

No Details Provided.

California Hazardous Materials
Incident Reporting System

10-gallons of crude oil from a drum
spilled and cleaned up on 9/26/88.

(CHMIRS)
Beverly Surgical Center (A4, A5) UST 1 Permitted UST.
105 West Beverly Boulevard No details provided.
Los Angeles County HMS 1 Permitted UST.
No details provided.
Montebello Outpatient Surgical (A6) HIST UST One 1,000-gallon diesel UST installed in

Same address as above

1979.

Turner Diagnostic Imaging (A7)
111 West Beverly Boulevard

Hazardous Waste Information
System (Haznet)

Hazardous waste generator:
Metal sludge-alkaline solution.

Sprague Radiological Med. Gp. Inc. (A10)
Same address as above, Suite 103

Resource Conservation and
Recovery Information System-Small
Quantity Generator (RCRIS-SQG)

Small quantity generator of hazardous
waste.
No violations found.

Facility Index System (FINDS)

Identified on Facility Registry System
(FRS) and on Resource Conservation
and Recovery Act Information system
(RCRAINFO).

Beverly Oncology & Imaging Center (A9) | Haznet Hazardous waste generator:
120 West Beverly Boulevard Metal sludge-alkaline solution.
Khalid B. Ahmed, MD (B11) Haznet Hazardous waste generator:
101 East Beverly Boulevard, Ste. 103 Metal sludge-alkaline solution.
Beverly Oncology & Imaging Center Haznet Hazardous waste generator:
(B12) Metal Sludge-Alkaline solution.
101 East Beverly Boulevard, Ste. 201
Chevron Station 9 3545 (C13) RCRIS-SQG Small quantity generator of hazardous
200 East Beverly Boulevard waste.
No violations found.
FINDS Identified on FRS and on RCRAINFO.
Leaking Underground Storage Tank | Gasoline release to groundwater on May
(LUST) 14, 1992. Case closed on July 17, 1996.

Hazardous Waste & Substances
Sites List (Cortese-named for the
senator that sponsored the bill
creating the list)

Leaking UST site.
No further details provided.
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Site List Detail
93545 (C15) HIST UST 4 Historic tanks onsite:
Same address as above 2,000-gallon product,

Two 7,500-gallon product,
550-gallon waste.
Allinstalled in 1955.

Chevron USA SS 9-3545 (C16) Los Angeles County HMS Permitted tank site, permit removed.
Same address as above
Chevron Products Co. (C17) Haznet Hazardous waste generator:
Same address as above Gas scrubber waste,
Other organic solids.
Patrick K. O'Hara, DDS, MS, A Prof. Haznet Hazardous waste generator:
Corp. (C14) Oxygenated solvents.
Same address as above, Suite 103
Beverly Hospital (D18, D19) HIST UST 3 Historic USTs:
309 West Beverly Boulevard Two 7,500-gallon product (installed in
1956 and 1972),
2,500-gallon diesel (installed in 1951).
RCRIS-SQG Small quantity generator of hazardous
waste.
No violations found.
FINDS Listed on FRS, RCRAINFO, AIRS Facility
System and National Emissions Trends.
LUST Hydrocarbons release to soil only on
12/11/95. Case closed 11/12/96.
Haznet Hazardous waste generator:

Unspecified organic liquid mixture;
Empty containers less than 30 gallons;
Other empty containers 30 gallons or
more;

Halogenated solvents;

Other inorganic solid waste;
Off-specification, aged, or surplus
organics;

Laboratory waste chemicals;
Oxygenated solvents;
Asbestos-containing waste;

Waste oil and mixed oil;

Unspecified solvent mixture waste;
Metal sludge-alkaline solution;

PCBs;

Organic solids with halogens;

Latex waste;

Liquids with pH<UN->2;

Liquids with mercury >20 mg/L;
Unspecified aqueous solution;
Contaminated soil from site cleanups;
Alkaline solution without metals.

Cortese Leaking UST site.
No further details provided.
Dermendjian Levon (C20) Los Angeles County HMS Formerly permitted tank site-removed.
220 East Beverly Boulevard
Beverly Boulevard Between Ray Dr. & CHMIRS 500 cu. ft. methane released to the road
Bradley (23) and cleaned up on March 7, 1989.
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Site List Detail

Rio Hondo Hospital (G28) Haznet Hazardous waste generator;
Rio Hondo Convalescent (G29) Asbestos-containing waste;
273 East Beverly Boulevard Waste oil and mixed oil.
Tomo Hamasaki, DDS, Inc. (31) Haznet Hazardous Waste Generator;
600 West Beverly Boulevard, Suite A Unspecified organic liquid mixture.
Varela Dental Group (H34) Haznet Hazardous waste generator:
709 West Beverly Boulevard, #201 Photochemicals/ photoprocessing waste.
Ael Pradin (H35) HIST UST Three historic USTS at this site:
712 West Beverly Boulevard 10,000-gallon unleaded,

10,000-gallon regular,

10,000-gallon premium.

Allinstalled in 1978.
Shell Service Station (H36) RCRIS-SQG Small quantity generator of hazardous
Same address as above waste.

No violations reported.

FINDS Identified on FRS and RCRAINFO.
Shell (H37) Haznet No details provided.
Same as above
Kal's Shell (H38, H39) Haznet Hazardous waste generator:
Same address as above Waste oil and mixed oil.
Los Angeles County HMS Two permits on record. One is closed

and one is removed.

SITES WITHIN 1/8-MILE OF THE BEVERLY BOULEVARD PROJECT SITE

Montebello City Landfill (E21)
283 East Maiden Lane

Waste Management Unit Database
(WMUDS)/

Solid Waste Assessment Test
(SWAT)

Municipal landfill.
No violations or releases reported.

Montebello Land & Water Co. (E22)
Same as above

Solid Waste Facility (SWF)/ Landfill
(LF)

Inert waste disposal site accepting
construction/demolition wastes.
No violations or releases reported.
Due to close in January 2015.

Montebello Land & Water Co. (F26, F27)
344 East Madison Avenue

WMUDS/SWAT

Prime waste:

Solid wastes-Inert/influent or solid wastes
that do not contain soluble pollutants or
organic wastes and have little adverse
impact on water quality. Such wastes
could cause turbidity and siltation.

Waste Discharge System (WDS)

Active facility-Under waste discharge
requirements.

HIST UST

One historic 500-gallon unleaded UST
formerly at the site.

4th Street Radiology (24)
433 North 4th Street, Suite 210

RCRIS-SQG

Small quantity generator of hazardous
waste.
No violations reported.

FINDS

Identified on FRS and RCRAINFO.

Haznet

Hazardous waste generator:
Metal sludge-alkaline solution;
Other inorganic solid waste.

Freeway Nissan

California Facility Inventory
Database (CA FID)

Active UST location-no further details
reported.

Los Angeles County HMS

Two removed UST permits and one open
UST permit.
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Site List Detail
802 West Beverly Boulevard (K46) CHMIRS 500 gallons of wax stripper released to
ground 2/22/89 and cleaned up on
2/23/89.
804 West Beverly Boulevard Rear of CHMIRS Chemical name and quantity released

Vons Market (K47)

not known. Spill and cleanup occurred on
121/28/88.

SITES BETWEEN 1/8 AND 1/4 MILE FROM THE BEVERLY BOULEVARD PROJECT SITE

Montebello USD Fremont Elementary RCRIS-SQG Small quantity generator of hazardous
School (25) waste.
200 West Madison No violations reported.
FINDS Identified on FRS and RCRAINFO.
Haznet Hazardous waste generator:
Other inorganic solid waste.
P&R Rio Hondo (32) HIST UST One historic 1,000-gallon regular product
4637 Myrtle Street UsT
San Diego Commercial, LLC (L48) Haznet Hazardous waste generator:
8540 Beverly Boulevard Tank bottom waste.
Cortese Leaking UST site.
No further details provided.
La Mesa Service Station (Former) (L49) LUST Gasoline release to soil only on 3/16/98.
Same address as above Case closed on 5/31/2000.
NATIONAL PRIORITIES LIST (NPL) SITES
Operating Industries, Inc. NPL Formerly operated 190-acre landfill in

2550 Greenwood Avenue
(1/2-mile and greater crossgradient-
Northwest)

Monterey Park from 1948-1984.
Hazardous liquid waste disposed of on
32-acre portion of site. Leachate from
landfill contains vinyl chloride,
chloroform, heavy metals, styrene,
phenol, trimethyl benzene, lead,
benzene, tetrachloroethene, toluene, and
xylene. Further details in EDR report.

Comprehensive Environmental
Response, Compensation, and
Liability Information System
(CERCLIS)

Records of Decision (ROD)
Consent Decrees

Discovery-1979.

Preliminary assessment-1984.
Remedial investigation—1986.

Final listing on NPL-1986.

Remedial investigation-1990.

Various Records of Decisions, Consent
Decrees, and Administrative Orders.
Details contained in EDR report.

Corrective Action Report
(CORRACTS)

1984-Corrective Action prioritization,
facility assigned a high corrective action
priority.

1996-Corrective action responsibility
referred to a non-RCRA federal authority,
Corrective Action referred to CERCLA.
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Site List Detail
Operating Industries, Inc. RCRIS Large Quantity Generator,
2550 Greenwood Avenue Transportation, Storage, and Disposal
(continued from above) Facility. Violations-TSD financial

responsibility requirements; TSD other
requirements (oversight); Civil action for

compliance.

FINDS On RCRAInfo and Facility Registry
System.

Los Angeles County HMS Closed Los Angeles County site. Permit
removed.

HIST UST 6 Historic USTs-unleaded, diesel, and 4

waste tanks.

2243 Environmental Consequences

Hazardous Materials

The project would allow for an increase in traffic capacity along Beverly Boulevard, but would not create
a significant hazard to the public or the environment. After construction, the project would not cause
additional transport of hazardous materials above existing levels. If hazardous materials are needed for
selected construction activities, their use would be short-term in nature and regulated to ensure safety.
Any transport of hazardous materials necessary for project construction would comply with applicable
DOT regulations.

The project would create no foreseeable upset or accident conditions involving the release of hazardous
materials into the environment. A project health and safety plan would be implemented during
construction to minimize potential hazards to construction workers associated with grading and soil
excavation activities.

Local schools in the project vicinity include Fremont Elementary School (located at 200 W. Montebello
Avenue, approximately one-quarter mile south of Beverly Boulevard), and the Armenian Mesrobian
Elementary and High School (in Pico Rivera, approximately one-quarter mile south of Beverly
Boulevard). Hazardous materials, substances, or waste would be transported and routed in accordance
with applicable DOT regulations to ensure the safety of adjacent schools and other land uses.

Hazardous Materials Properties

A Hazardous Materials Survey was completed as part of the environmental analysis. The Hazardous
Materials Survey included a field investigation of selected properties (summarized in Table 2.2.4-2
above), which identified hazardous materials and wastes expected to be present or generated at facilities
that may be physically modified or disturbed by the proposed project. The Hazardous Materials Survey
also included a hazardous materials database search, summarized in Table 2.2.4-3 above.

Several facilities along the subject property were listed on various agency-generated databases. Some of
the former gasoline service stations were listed as Leaking Underground Storage Tank sites; however, all

Beverly Boulevard Phase 111 Widening - IS/EA
80



Chapter 2.2: Physical Environment

but one of the cases were listed as soil contamination only and the cases are closed, indicating that the
agencies are satisfied with the cleanup. The one case that presented a release to groundwater (a former
Chevron station at 200 East Beverly Boulevard) is also closed. Based on a review of files maintained by
the California Regional Water Quality Control Board, Los Angeles Region, groundwater contamination
was either not detected or did not exceed action levels for petroleum hydrocarbons. As mentioned, the
case is closed and no further action appears warranted.

Other than the closed leaking tank sites, the database search indicates that no locations within the project
site are listed on the environmental regulatory databases reviewed. This implies that current hazardous
material/substance concerns do not exist within the project site. Several sites within the ASTM-indicated
search radii (i.e., outside of the direct project site, but near the project area) are listed on the database
search. However, based upon the regulatory status or distance from the project area relative to
groundwater flow in the area, the potential for those sites to have created a recognized environmental
condition within the project site is low.

If future site investigation activities (prior to and during construction) identify potential hazardous
materials sites within the project construction ground disturbance limits, special precautions and
remediation (if necessary) of the hazardous material will take place to ensure no risk to construction
workers or to the public or environment would occur.

Airport Vicinity
The project is not located within two miles of an airport or airport land use plan. Also, the project is not
located within the vicinity of a private airstrip.

Emergency Plans

The project would improve roadway capacity along Beverly Boulevard. Temporary increases in traffic
congestion would occur along Beverly Boulevard and adjacent cross streets occur during construction of
the project. A Traffic Management Plan (TMP) would be adopted and implemented prior to and during
construction to ensure that Beverly Boulevard and the bridge over Rio Hondo Channel would be
maintained open to traffic during project construction. The TMP would ensure that emergency access
routes would be maintained during project construction to ensure public safety (for example, access to
Beverly Hospital). As such, the project would not significantly interfere with an adopted emergency
response plan or emergency evacuation plan.

Wildland Fires
The proposed project is located in an urbanized environment, not located immediately adjacent to
wildlands, and therefore would not expose people or structures to loss, injury, or death associated with
wildland fires.

2244 Avoidance, Minimization, and Compensation Measures
The following mitigation measures are advised to ensure that recommendations noted in the Hazardous
Materials Study are addressed prior to project construction:
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HZ-1

HZ-2

HZ-3

HZ-4

HZ-5

HZ-6

HZ-7

HZ-8

HZ-9

HZ-10

Prior to any renovation or demolition activities, a certified asbestos consultant shall
conduct an asbestos survey. If any asbestos is found in structures to be modified or
demolished, a state-licensed abatement contractor shall remove any asbestos-containing
materials prior to the start of the structural modification or demolition work.

A lead survey shall be conducted by a qualified lead investigation consultant on each
structure prior to scheduled demolition or renovation. Any lead-contaminated surfaces
shall be treated, as determined by the consultant's report, during demolition or renovation,
so that dust and fumes do not present hazards to workers or children in the area.

The contents of identified 55-gallon drums on site shall be characterized and removed
from the site by a licensed hauler.

Depending upon the project design alternative selected and other logistical
considerations, the building located at 106 West Beverly Boulevard (located between 100
and 108 West Beverly Boulevard) may ultimately be acquired and demolished as a result
of the project's right-of-way needs. There is a possibility that subsurface contamination
from two business located near 106 West Beverly Boulevard may have migrated below
the 106 Beverly Boulevard building. If 106 West Beverly Boulevard is ultimately
acquired and slated for demolition, a subsurface investigation shall be conducted to
determine whether or not contamination is present prior to demolition.

A subsurface investigation shall be conducted at 269 East Beverly Boulevard (currently
Pio’s Liquor) to evaluate the potential that contaminants may be present in the soil prior
to possible demolition or street work.

There is a potential for asbestos and lead-based paint to exist at 228 East Beverly
Boulevard (Unique Floral) given the age of the structure. The owner/operator should be
questioned about the use of pesticides to determine whether that would represent a
recognized environmental condition at the site.

A subsurface investigation should be undertaken if stained or odorous soils are
encountered during project activities at the former gas station properties identified at 116,
117, 200, 201, and 712 East Beverly Boulevard.

Any affected lead-based roadway pavement markings (e.g., yellow and thermoplastic
markings) should be collected, tested, and disposed of according to applicable State and
Federal regulations.

Areas of exposed soil affected by project construction should be tested for Aerially
Deposited Lead contamination prior to earthmoving activities. If detected, Aerially
Deposited Lead contaminated soils should be collected, tested, transported, and disposed
of in accordance with applicable State and Federal regulations.

Existing timber supports of the Beverly Boulevard Bridge over the Rio Hondo Channel
are coated with creosote. All creosote-coated timber supports removed during demolition
of the existing bridge shall be classified as hazardous material. The creosote-coated
timber shall be handled and disposed of in accordance with applicable State and Federal
regulations.
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2.2.5 AR QUALITY

2251 Regulatory Setting

The proposed project is included in the Final 2004 Regional Transportation Improvement Program
(RTIP) and, therefore, conforms to the SIP. Further, this air quality analysis was prepared in
conformance with appropriate standards, using procedures and methodologies prescribed in the California
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Air Quality Handbook of the SCAQMD, April 1993.

The CAAA of 1990 require that transportation plans, programs, and projects that are funded by or
approved under Title 23 and 49 of United States Code or Federal Transit Act conform to state or federal
air quality plans. Transportation conformity ensures that transportation agencies and air quality planning
are integrated at the metropolitan and state levels such that the SIP and transportation plans and programs
are consistent in identifying and implementing strategies to reduce emissions from mobile sources and
meeting the NAAQS. Regional Transportation Plans (RTPs), such as the Transportation Improvement
Programs (TIP), are developed by counties and submitted to SCAG for approval. The RTP consists of
policies, programs, and projects which, if implemented, would potentially reduce emissions for the
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project area. The TIP must be consistent with the conforming transportation plan, and the TIP must be
found to conform with the SIP. Specifically, the results of the transportation plan and TIP must reduce
emissions consistent with the emissions inventory proposed in the SIP. In order for a project to be found
to conform, the project must be included in a conforming transportation plan and TIP; the design concept
and the scope of the project that was in place at the time of the conformity finding must be maintained
through implementation; and the project design concept and scope must be sufficiently defined to
determine emissions at the time of the conformity determination.

The MPO and SCAG must have transportation plans in place that present a 20-year perspective on
transportation investments for their region. SCAG is responsible for adopting regional growth forecasts
and the Regional Transportation Improvement Plan (RTIP). The RTIP is a listing of all transportation
projects proposed over a six-year period for the SCAG region. The projects include programs such as
highway improvements, transit, rail and bus facilities, high occupancy vehicle lanes, signal
synchronization, intersection improvements, and freeway ramps. Once SCAG develops the RTIP, it is
submitted to the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) and the Federal Transit Administration for
approval.

The 2002 RTIP was finalized and approved by the federal agencies on October 4, 2004. The proposed
project is included in this document and is considered to be consistent with the RTIP and the RTP. The
RTIP is in accordance with all applicable SIPS and is consistent with the 2004 RTP. The RTIP
conformity findings are based on five analyses: Consistency with the 2004 RTP; Regional Emissions
Analysis; Transportation Control Measures (TCM) Analysis; Fiscal Constraint Analysis; and Interagency
Consultation and Public Involvement. Assumptions used in the 2004 RTIP regarding population,
employment, travel, and congestion were the most recent data developed by SCAG for the 2004 RTP, and
included the most recently approved planning assumptions by SCAG’s Regional Council. SCAG
conducted a regional emissions analysis using CARB emission factors EMFAC7F.1 and EMFACT7G to
estimate the regional emissions impact from implementation of the FY 2004 RTIP. The 2004 RTIP
conforms to all applicable SIPs for the Basin and is based on the latest assumptions; is consistent with the
emissions factors used in the respective SIP; is consistent with the 2001 RTP; is financially constrained,
and provides for the timely implementation of TCMs. This project has not been altered in design, concept,
or scope from that described in the RTP and RTIP; therefore, this project conforms to the requirements of
the federal CAAA of 1990 and can be implemented. The proposed project components listed in the 2004
RTIP are described as follows:

Beverly Boulevard Montebello Blvd to w/o Poplar Ave reconstruct & widen from 4 to 6 lanes;
Beverly Boulevard at Poplar Avenue widen intersection from 4 to six lanes; Beverly Boulevard
Poplar Avenue to Rea Drive reconstruct & widen from 4 to 6 lanes; Beverly Boulevard over Rio
Hondo Channel Bridge Replacement widen from 4 to 6 lanes.

Beverly Boulevard Phase 111 Widening - IS/EA
85



Chapter 2.2: Physical Environment

Lead Agency Project ID Description
Beverly Boulevard At Poplar Avenue - Widen Intersection - Widen From 4
Los Angeles County LA960017 to 6 Lanes
Beverly Boulevard (Montebello Blvd to W/O Poplar Ave) - Reconstruct &
Los Angeles County LA960018 Widen - Widen From 4 to 6 Lanes
Beverly Boulevard (Poplar Avenue to Rea Drive) - Reconstruct & Widen -
Los Angeles County LA960019 Widen From 4 to 6 Lanes
Beverly Boulevard Over Rio Hondo Channel Bridge Replacement - Widen
Los Angeles County LA960024 From 4 to 6 Lanes
Beverly Boulevard Widening Phase Il - Widen From 56 ft. to 76 ft. Between
Curb to Provide Four 11 ft. Travel Lanes, 10 ft. Turn Lane, and Two 11 ft.
City of Montebello LA996345 Shoulders

The project site is located in Los Angeles County, an area within the South Coast Air Basin (Basin) that
includes Orange County and the non-desert portions of Los Angeles, Riverside, and San Bernardino
counties. Air quality conditions in the Basin are under the jurisdiction of the South Coast Air Quality
Management District (SCAQMD), a regional agency that regulates stationary sources of pollution
throughout the Basin.

An Air Quality Analysis was prepared for the proposed project (URS 2003).

The study evaluates

potential air quality impacts associated with the project and identifies whether it conforms to the State

Implementation Plan (SIP).
standards applicable to the project area.

Table 2.2.5-1. Federal and State Ambient Air Quality Standards

Table 2.2.5-1 presents the California and federal ambient air quality

Averaging California Standards® Federal Standards?
Pollutant Time Concentration3 Method Primary35 | Secondary3s Method?
0.09 ppm 0.12 ppm
1 Hour (180 pg/m?) Ultraviolet (235 pg/me): | Same as Ultraviolet
Ozone (O:) Photomet 0.08 Primary Photometr
8 Hour - "y 26 ppm Standard y
(157 pg/md)
- 3 3
Resplrable 24 Hour 50 pgim N 150 pg/m Same as Inertial Separation
Particulate | Annual Gravimetric or Beta . 4 L
Matter Geometric 20 pg/m3 Attenuation* 50 pg/m? Primary and Gravimetric
Standard Analysis
(PMuo) Mean
1 3
qu 24 Hour No Separate State Standard 65 pg/im Same as Inertial Separation
Particulate | Annual Gravimetric or Beta Primary and Gravimetric
Matter Arithmetic 12 pg/m? Attenuation 15 pg/m? Standard Analysis
(PM2s) Mean
9.0 ppm 9 ppm . .
8 Hour 3 3 Non-dispersive
Carbon (2100 mg/m?) Non-Dispersive (3150 mg/m?) None Infrared Photometry
Monoxide | 1 Hour Ppm Infrared Photometry Ppm (NDIR)
(23 mg/m3) (40 mg/m3)
(CO) (NDIR)
8 Hour 6 ppm 3 i i
(Lake Tahoe) | (7 mg/m3)
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Averaging California Standards® Federal Standards?
Pollutant Time Concentration3 Method“ Primary®s | Secondary3é Method?
Annual
. . . B 0.053 ppm
N!tro.gen Arthmetic Gas Phase (100 pg/ma) S"’?”‘e as Gas Phase
Dioxide Mean I Primary I
Chemiluminescence Chemiluminescence
(NO2) 1 Hour 0.25 ppm B Standard
(470 pg/md)
30 days 3
average 1.5 pg/m
Lead Atomic Absorption Same as High Volume
Calendar 3 . .
Quarter - 1.5 pg/m Primary Sampler and Atomic
Standard Absorption
Annual
Arithmetic - ?3830 F;EHT) -
Mean HO
Sulfur 0.04 ppm . 0.14 ppm -- Spectrophotometry
Dioxide | 24 Hour (105 pgim?) Ultraviolet (365 pgim?) (Pararosaniline
Fluorescence
(SO2) 3 Hour N 0.5 ppm Method)
- (130 pg/md)
0.25 ppm -
1 Hour (655 pg/m?) 3
Extinction coefficient of 0.23 per
kilometer — visibility of 10 miles of more
Visibility 8 Hour (0.07-30 miles or more for Lake Tahoe)
Reducing due to particles when the relative
Particles humidity is less than 70 percent. Method:
Beta Attenuation and Transmittance
through Filter Tape. NO FEDERAL STANDARDS
lon
3
Sulfates 24 Hour 25 pg/m Chromatography
Vinyl 0.01 ppm (26 Gas
Chloride 24 Hour ug/m3) Chromatography
Hydrogen 1 Hour 0.03 ppm Ultraviolet
Sulfide (42 pgim3) Fluorescence
Source: California Air Resources Board (7/9/03)
Notes:
1. California standards for ozone, carbon monoxide (except Lake Tahoe), sulfur dioxide (1 and 24 hour), nitrogen dioxide, suspended

particulate matter -PMzo, PM2:s, and visibility reducing particles, are values that are not to be exceeded. All others are not to be equaled or
exceeded. California ambient air quality standards are listed in the Table of Standards in Section 70200 of Title 17 of the California Code
of Regulations.

National standards (other than ozone, particulate matter, and those based on annual averages or annual arithmetic mean) are not to be
exceeded more than once a year. The ozone standard is attained when the fourth highest eight hour concentration in a year, averaged
over three years, is equal to or less than the standard. For PMo, the 24-hour standard is attained when 99 percent of the daily
concentrations, averaged over three years, are equal to or less than the standard. For PM2s the 24-hour standard is attained when 98
percent of the daily concentrations, averaged over three years, are equal to or less than the standard. Contact the U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA) for further clarification and current federal policies.

Concentration expressed first in units in which it was promulgated. Equivalent units given in parentheses are based upon a reference
temperature of 25°C and a reference pressure of 760 torr. Most measurements of air quality are to be corrected to a reference
temperature of 25°C and a reference pressure of 760 torr; ppm in this table refers to ppm by volume, or micromoles of pollutant per mole
of gas.

Any equivalent procedure which can be shown to the satisfaction of the CARB to give equivalent results at or near the level of the air
quality standard may be used.

National Primary Standards: The levels of air quality necessary, with an adequate margin of safety to protect the public health.

National Secondary Standards: The levels of air quality necessary to protect the public welfare from any known or anticipated adverse
effects of a pollutant.
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7. Reference method as described by the EPA. An "equivalent method" of measurement may be used but must have a "consistent
relationship to the reference method" and must be approved by the EPA.

8. New federal 8-hour ozone and fine particulate matter standards were promulgated by the EPA on July 18, 1997. Contact the EPA for
further clarification and current federal policies.

9. The ARB has identified lead and vinyl chloride as ‘toxic air contaminants’ with no threshold level of exposure for adverse health effects
determined. These actions allow for the implementation of control measures at levels below the ambient concentrations specified for
these pollutants. California Air Resources Board (7/9/03)

Table 2.2.5-2 presents the summary of the State and federal attainment/non-attainment designations of
criteria pollutants for the South Coast Air Basin.

Table 2.2.5-2. State and Federal Attainment/Non-attainment Designations for South Coast Air

Basin
Criteria State Federal
Pollutant
Los Angeles County N
Orange County A
Co Riverside County A N Serious
San Bernardino County A
NOx A M/A M/A
SO« A A A
PM1o N N Serious
PM2s U U
Ozone N N Extreme
Lead A
Source: www. arb.ca.gov
Notes: A = Attainment M = Maintenance
N = Non-attainment NT = Non-attainment-Transitional

U = Unclassified

2252 Affected Environment

The air quality monitoring station nearest to the project site is located in the City of Pico Rivera. Data
from the Pico Rivera monitoring station show that current ambient air quality concentrations for the
general project area do not exceed either state or federal ambient air quality standards. The Pico Rivera
air monitoring station monitors most of the criteria pollutants. Table 2.2.5-3 shows the criteria pollutants
monitored at the Pico Rivera station, which include CO, ozone (O3), nitrogen dioxide (NO,), and fine
suspended particulate matter less than 2.5 microns in diameter (PM,s).! Sulfur dioxide (SO,) and lead
(Pb) are not listed because there has been no exceedance of the federal or state standards in the past 10
years.

1 U.s. Environmental Protection Agency web page - http://www.epa.gov/air/data/monvals.html

California Air Resources Board web page - http://www.arb.ca.gov/adam/welcome
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Table 2.2.5-3. Ambient Air Quality at Pico Rivera Air Monitoring Station*

Respirable
Particulate Matter2 | Fine Particulate Matter Nitrogen
Carbon Monoxide (CO) Ozone (03) (PM1o?) (PM2s) DioxideNO2
Max Max Max Max Max Max Max
1-hour Number | 8-hour | Number | 1-hour | Number | 8-hour | Number | 24-hour | Number 1-hour Number 1-hour Number
Conc. of Days Conc. of Days | Conc. | of Days Conc. of Days Conc. of Days Conc. of Days Conc. of Days
(ppm) Exceeded | (ppm) |Exceeded| (ppm) | Exceeded| (ppm) |Exceeded| (ug/m3) |Exceeded (ppm) Exceeded (ppm) Exceeded
g:z;edards > 20 ppm/ 1 hour >=9 ppm/ 8 hour >0.09 ppm/ 1 hour NDs3 > 50 pg/md/ 24 hour > 65 pg/m3/ 24 hour > 0.25 ppm/ 1 hour
2002 5.2 0 4.0 0 0.111 3 0.079 ND3 65 8 61 0 0.125 0
2001 5.4 0 3.96 0 0.132 7 0.1 ND3 97 20 773 3 0.138 0
2000 6.8 0 5.11 0 0.139 11 0.114 ND3 80 15 89.5 4 0.150 0
1999 6.8 0 55 0 0.119 6 0.098 ND3 88 19 85.6 2 0.155 0
1998 7.3 0 6.07 0 0.183 31 0.12 ND3 80 11 ND3 ND3 0.14 0
Maximum 7.3 6.07 0.183 0.12 97 89.5 0.155
g?:ﬁéglr ds > 35 ppm/ 1 hour > =9 ppm/ 8 hour >0.12 ppm/ 1 hour | >0.08 ppm/8 hour | > 150 pg/m?/ 24 hour > 65 pg/md/ 24 hour 5 Oéggl:)&gnﬁlv:rrw?]%iavg
2002 5.2 0 4.0 0 0.111 0 0.079 0 65 0 61 0 0.034 0
2001 54 0 3.96 0 0.132 1 0.1 2 97 0 77.3 3 0.035 0
2000 6.8 0 511 0 0.139 2 0.114 4 80 0 89.5 4 0.036 0
1999 6.8 0 5.5 0 0.119 0 0.098 2 88 0 85.6 2 0.039 0
1998 7.3 0 6.07 0 0.183 10 0.12 12 80 0 ND3 ND3 0.037 0
Maximum 7.3 6.07 0.183 0.12 97 89.5 0.039
Notes:

1 Data from California Air Resources Board web page - http://www.arb.ca.gov and U.S. Environmental Protection Agency web page - http://www.epa.gov
2 PMyo data are not monitored at the Pico Rivera station. PMzo is from the Los Angeles — North Main Street monitoring station, which is the next closest monitoring site to the project location with PM1o data.
3 ND - No data available.
ppm — parts per million

pg/m3 — micrograms per cubic meter
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2253 Environmental Consequences

The proposed project is subject to the air quality regulations of the South Coast Air Quality Management
District (SCAQMD). The project could affect the quantity and distribution of local and regional mobile
source emissions, but is not anticipated to conflict or obstruct the applicable air quality plans. The project
is located in a non-attainment area as specified in the regional air quality management plan certified by
the SCAQMD. It would result in the addition of lanes to an existing roadway to ease traffic congestion,
improve the level-of-service, and improve local air quality.

An Air Quality Study was prepared for the proposed project (URS 2003). Short-term (construction-
related) and long-term (operational) air quality impacts due to the implementation of the project were
evaluated.

Construction (Short-term) Emissions

The proposed project has the potential to expose sensitive receptors along the right-of-way to increases in
pollutant concentrations from construction activities for a short duration. Short-term air quality impacts
from construction activities are not expected to have a significant impact to local air quality because total
construction emissions during peak construction days would not exceed the SCAQMD’s daily thresholds
for any criteria pollutants. Furthermore, compliance with the SCAQMD’s rules and regulations during
construction will reduce cumulative fugitive dust impacts.

Fugitive Dust

Fugitive dust emissions are generally associated with demolition, land clearing, exposure, and cut and fill
operations. Dust generated during construction would vary substantially, depending on the level of
activity, the specific operations, and weather conditions. Nearby sensitive receptors and on-site workers
may be exposed to blowing dust, depending upon prevailing wind conditions. Fugitive dust would also be
generated as construction equipment travels on unpaved roads or on the construction site.

PMyo emissions from grading operations during a peak grading day are based on assumptions and
experience with similar type projects. Construction of the proposed project will occur in segments to
ensure the existing traffic will not be impeded. The fugitive dust emission factor for such a construction
site used in this analysis is derived from a California Air Resources Board (CARB) document. The
fugitive PMy, emissions rate prescribed in the document is 0.42 tons per acre-month (30 days) of activity
or approximately 56 pounds per acre-day. Daily fugitive dust emissions from the project are calculated
using the SCAQMD PMy, emissions factor on a peak day construction scenario.

The combination of the PMy, fugitive dust and PMy, exhaust emissions from construction equipment are
added together and compared to the SCAQMD daily threshold for PMy, to determine whether the project
has a significant impact on air quality. Table 2.2.5-4 lists fugitive dust emission and construction
equipment exhausts, and further shows that the total construction emissions would not exceed the
SCAQMD daily construction thresholds for any of the criteria pollutants; therefore, the proposed project
will not have a significant impact on local air quality.
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During construction activities, fugitive dust control measures as presented in SCAQMD’s Rule 403 are
recommended for implementation to reduce the amount of dust generated.

Demolition

Construction of the proposed project will require demolition of the existing street and some businesses.
The material used to construct the street and the structure proposed for demolition may potentially have
asbestos-containing material (ACM). ACM was widely used in construction up to the mid-1980s;
therefore, any structures scheduled for demolition should be inspected for ACM by a certified asbestos
inspector. Furthermore, the proposed project site was not shown on a California Division of Mines and
Geology map as a naturally occurring asbestos (NOA) area. However, the only way to establish the
presence or absence of ashestos is to have a qualified geologist inspect the project site. If ACM and NOA
are found to be present at the proposed project site, preventative measures and proper asbestos guidelines
shall be adhered to during construction activities, including SCAQMD Rule 1403, Asbestos Emissions
From Demolition Activities, and CARB’s Asbestos Airborne Toxic Control Measures.

Odor

Construction activities would include asphalt paving that could potentially generate objectionable odors.
Such odors, however, would be temporary (only during construction activities), localized, and would not
affect a substantial number of people.

Table 2.2.5-4 provides a detail of the construction scenario assumptions and air quality emissions
calculations for project construction activities.
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Table 2.2.5-4. Construction Equipment Exhaust and Fugitive Dust Emissions

Cco ROC NOx SOx pPM10
Parameter 1 |Parameter 2| Parameter 3 [ Parameter 4 | Emission | Emission | Emission [Emission|Emission|Emission|Emission| Emission | Emission | Emission
Source [1] [1] [2] [1] [1] Factor | (Ibs/day) | Factor |(Ibs/day)| Factor |(Ibs/day)| Factor | (Ibs/day) Factor (Ibs/day) Notes
CONSTRUCTION EQUIPMENT:
Wheeled Loader 8 1 0.572 4.6 0.230 18 1.900 15.2 0.182 15 0.1700 14 [3]
hours/day unit Ib/hr Ib/hr Ib/hr Ib/hr Ib/hr
Backhoes 79 0.465 8 2 0.015 8.8 0.003 1.8 0.022 12.9 0.002 1.2 0.001 0.6 [3]
hp load factor | hours/day unit Ib/hp-hr Ib/hp-hr Ib/hp-hr Ib/hp-hr Ib/hp-hr
Excavator 168 0.58 8 1 0.011 8.6 0.001 0.8 0.024 18.7 0.002 1.6 0.0015 12 [3]
(Model 325) hp load factor | hours/day unit Ib/hp-hr Ib/hp-hr Ib/hp-hr Ib/hp-hr Ib/hp-hr
Concrete Saw 56 0.73 8 1 0.020 6.5 0.024 7.8 0.002 0.7 0.003 1.0 0.001 0.3 [3]
hp load factor | hours/day unit Ib/hp-hr Ib/hp-hr Ib/hp-hr Ib/hp-hr Ib/hp-hr
Roller 8 1 0.300 24 0.065 0.5 0.870 7.0 0.067 0.5 0.0500 04 [3]
hours/day unit Ib/hr Ib/hr Ib/hr Ib/hr Ib/hr
Motor Grader 8 1 0.151 12 0.039 0.3 0.713 5.7 0.086 0.7 0.0610 0.5 [3]
hours/day unit Ib/hr Ib/hr Ib/hr Ib/hr Ib/hr
End-dump Trucks 40 8 2 0.019 12.2 0.003 1.8 0.027 17.1 0.0002 0.2 0.001 0.6 [4],[5]
miles/roundtrip| trips/day unit Ibs/mile Ibs/mile Ibs/mile Ibs/mile Ibs/mile
Water Truck 8 1 0.675 54 0.150 1.2 1.700 13.6 0.143 11 0.1400 11 [3]
hours/day unit Ib/hr Ib/hr Ib/hr Ib/hr Ib/hr
Worker's vehicles 60 10 0.014 84 0.001 0.9 0.001 0.9 0.00001 0.005 0.00011 0.07 [4]
miles/day | employees | Ibs/mile Ibs/mile Ibs/mile Ibs/mile Ibs/mile
Fugitive Dust 2 30 0.42 56.0 [6]
tons/acre-
acres days/month month
Daily Total
(Ibs/day) 58.1 16.9 91.8 7.8 62.1
SCAQMD Daily
Construction
Thresholds
(pounds/day) 550.00 75.0 100.0 150.00 150.00
Exceed SCAQMD
Significance
Threshold (Y/N)? NO NO NO NO NO
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Project Operation (Long-term) Emissions

Emissions associated with the operation of Beverly Boulevard are primarily from the generation of
electricity to power the streetlight and traffic signals, which would be nearly the same as under existing
conditions. Therefore, long-term air quality impacts from the operation of Beverly Boulevard are
expected to remain unchanged and would not have any detrimental impact on local or regional air quality.
Similarly, the CO and PMy, hotspot analyses show that the impact to local air quality would be less than
significant.

Long-Term Microscale (CO Hotspot) Analysis

The primary mobile source pollutant of local concern is CO. CO concentration is substantially higher
when a vehicle is idling or traveling at low speed. CO disperses rapidly with distance from the source
under normal meteorological conditions. However, under certain extreme meteorological conditions, such
as stagnant air, CO concentrations proximate to a congested roadway or intersection may reach unhealthy
levels affecting local sensitive receptors (i.e., residents, school children, the elderly, hospital patients,
etc.). Typically, high CO concentrations are associated with roadways or intersections operating at
unacceptable levels of service or with extremely high traffic volumes. In areas with high ambient
background CO concentrations, modeling of CO concentrations is recommended in determining a
project's effect on local CO levels.

The CALINE4 air quality model is used to assess CO impacts resulting from transportation activities. The
air quality model estimates the CO concentration at designated sensitive receptor locations near
intersections or roadway segments using traffic data, roadway geometry, topography, and meteorological
data as model input parameters. Sensitive receptor locations are areas accessible to the general public
such as sidewalks, retirement homes, hospitals, schools, and residential property lines. The receptor
locations are usually placed at the sidewalk on the corners of the intersection to determine the significance
of impact. The results from the CALINE4 model are added to the ambient CO concentration and
compared to the CO standards and thresholds to determine the level of significance and impact on
regional and local air quality. Since traffic data are only available for the existing and the horizon year
(2025) for Beverly Boulevard, the potential air quality impacts from CO emissions associated with this
project were analyzed on a general basis.

The CALINE4 model results for the Existing, Future (Year 2025) No Build, and Future (Year 2025)
Build scenarios are shown below in Table 2.2.5-5. The basic differences in the scenarios are as follows:

¢ Existing scenario assumes no changes to the existing roadway infrastructure;
¢ Future (Year 2025) No Build scenario has the same roadway layout as the existing roadway; and

¢ Future (Year 2025) Build scenario has modifications made to the existing roadway (one
additional lane) including intersections.

Data in Table 2.2.5-5 shows that there would be no exceedance of either the State or federal CO standards
for the one-hour or the eight-hour durations. The one-hour CO concentrations near the roadway analyzed
are much lower than the one-hour State standard of 20 ppm. Similarly, the eight-hour CO concentrations
are also much lower than the eight-hour State standard of 9.0 ppm. Because no CO hotspots were
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identified, no sensitive receptors would be affected by project-related local air quality impacts. Hence, the
implementation of the Beverly Boulevard expansion would not have an adverse impact on local air
quality, but actually lower CO concentrations.

Table 2.2.5-5. Carbon Monoxide Concentrations Existing,

Future No Build and Build Conditions?

Receptors are Existing Future (Year 2025) | Future (Year 2025) Increase by the
Placed (2-hour/8- No Build Build Project’

Randomly Along hour) (2-hour/8-hour) (2-hour/8-hour) (2-hour/8-hour)

the Street?

Receptor 7 10.1/8.0 5.9/4.7 5.7/4.5 -0.2/-0.2
Receptor 9 10.2/8.1 5.9/14.7 5.7/14.5 -0.2/-0.2
Receptor 11 10.1/8.0 5.9/4.7 5.7/14.5 -0.2/-0.2
Receptor 13 10.2/8.1 5.9/4.7 5.7/14.5 -0.2/-0.2

1 Existing CO concentrations shown include background concentrations of 7.3 ppm and 6.07 ppm for existing one-hour and eight-hour,
respectively. Similarly, the CO concentrations for the Future Build and Future No Build scenario include background concentrations of 5.1 ppm
and 4.1 ppm for the one-hour and eight-hour, respectively. A persistence factor of 0.7 was used to calculate the eight-hour CO concentration
from the one-hour concentration.

2 The four receptors with the highest concentrations are shown to illustrate the worst-case scenario.

% The increase or decrease in CO concentrations is the difference between the No Build and the Build scenario.

PM3, Hotspot Analysis

FHWA currently requires a qualitative or a quantitative PMyg analysis for all non-exempt projects in PMyg
nonattainment areas. The proposed project is located in a PMy, nonattainment area, therefore, an
qualitative analysis is conducted for this project. PMy, emissions would be generated during construction
activities and project operation. However, a PMj, hotspot is only analyzed for project operation;
therefore, PMyo generated during construction is not included as part of this analysis.

PMyo emissions associated with motor vehicles are generated from fuel combustion, tire wear, brake wear,
and entrained dust. Considering that the implementation of the Beverly Boulevard expansion would not
generate any new vehicle trips, VMT is expected to remain the same in the region, vehicle fleet mix is not
expected to change, it can be concluded that at worst-case, PM;o emissions would remain the same. Also
as shown in Table 2.2.5-3, PMy, emissions in the project area have not exceeded the NAAQS in the last
five years and are well below the 24-hour standard of 150pg/m®. Furthermore, since PMy, emissions are
directly correlated with vehicle speed and idling time, and the operation of the Beverly Boulevard would
improve LOS at local intersections and reduce idling time, it can be concluded that the operation of the
new Beverly Boulevard would reduce PMy, concentrations at intersections and within the local region.
Since the construction of the Beverly Boulevard expansion is deemed to have a less than significant
impact and the operation of the roadway would maintain or reduce PM,, concentrations, PMo emissions
are not expected to cause a hotspot at the project site.
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2254 Avoidance, Minimization, and Compensation Measures

The project will be required to comply with regional rules, which would assist in reducing short-term air
pollutant emissions. SCAQMD Rule 403 requires that fugitive dust be controlled with best available
control measures (BACMS) so that the presence of such dust does not remain visible in the atmosphere
beyond the property line of the emission source. In addition, SCAQMD Rule 402 prohibits dust from
creating a nuisance off site. These dust suppression techniques are summarized below. Implementation
of these dust suppression techniques, as required by the SCAQMD, can reduce the fugitive dust
generation (and thus the PMy, component) by 50 to 75 percent. Compliance with the required SCAQMD
rules, which include the following BACMs (classified as mitigation measures for documentation purposes
within this document), would reduce impacts on nearby sensitive receptors:

AQ-1 All active portions of the construction site shall be watered to prevent excessive amounts of dust.

AQ-2 On-site vehicle speed on unpaved surfaces shall be limited to 15 mph.

AQ-3 All on-site areas within the construction zone shall be paved or landscaped as soon as feasible, or
watered periodically, or chemically stabilized.

AQ-4 All material excavated or graded shall be sufficiently watered to prevent excessive amounts of
dust. Watering, with complete coverage, shall occur at least twice daily, preferably in the late
morning and after work is done for the day.

AQ-5 All clearing, grading, earth moving, or excavation activities shall cease during periods of high
winds (i.e., greater than 25 mph averaged over one hour) or during Stage 1 or Stage 2 episodes.

AQ-6 All material transported off site shall be either sufficiently watered or securely covered to prevent
excessive amounts of dust.

AQ-7 The area disturbed by clearing, grading, earth moving, or excavation operations shall be
minimized at all times.

2255 References
California Air Resources Board web page, http://www.arb.ca.gov.

California Department of Transportation Environmental Program. Transportation Project-Level Carbon
Monoxide Protocol, Revised December, 1997. University of California Davis, Institute of
Transportation Studies. UCD-ITS-RR-97-21.

California Department of Transportation, 1998. User’s Guide for The Caline4 Model. ST1-997480-1814-
UG.

Caterpillar Performance Handbook, Series 26, 1995.

Federal Highway Administration web page, http://www.fhwa.dot.gov.

Southern California Association of Governments web page, http://www.scag.ca.gov.

Southern California Association of Governments, Final 2001 Regional Transportation Improvement
Program (RTIP).

Beverly Boulevard Phase 111 Widening - IS/EA
95



Chapter 2.2: Physical Environment

Southern California Association of Governments, 2001 Regional Transportation Program (RTP).

South Coast Air Quality Management District (SCAQMD), California Environmental Quality Act
(CEQA) Air Quality Handbook of the SCAQMD, April 1993.

South Coast Air Quality Management District web page, http://www.agmd.gov.

URS. 2003. Traffic Analysis, Beverly Boulevard Phase Il Widening and Replacement of Beverly
Boulevard Bridge Over Rio Hondo Channel, July 2003.

URS. 2003. Air Quality Study, Beverly Boulevard Phase 111 Widening, August 2003.

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency web page, http://www.epa.gov.

2.2.6  NOISE AND VIBRATION

226.1 Regulatory Setting

The cities of Pico Rivera and Montebello have adopted general noise policy guidance in the Noise
Element of their respective General Plans. The City of Montebello has also enacted a Nuisance Noise
Ordinance that regulates construction activities. The City of Montebello and City of Pico Rivera Noise
Elements identify various land uses as noise-sensitive including residential uses.

Per local regulations (City of Montebello Municipal Code 9.08.050 generally, and specifically parts | & L
thereof), certain activities are declared to be loud and raucous noises (i.e., Offenses Against the Public
Peace). These activities include (but are not limited to) construction, demolition, and grading between the
hours of 8:00 p.m. and 7:00 a.m. on weekdays (Monday through Friday) and 6:00 p.m. to 9:00 a.m. on
Saturdays, Sundays, and legal holidays, except in cases of emergency as determined and approved by the
appropriate City official; and operation of any pile driver, pneumatic hammer, bulldozers or other
construction vehicles, motorized hoists, or other devices operated between 8:00 p.m. and 7:00 a.m. of the
following day. Construction is lawful during times other than the noted prohibited periods.

The Caltrans Project Development Procedures Manual, Section 2 of Chapter 30 (Highway Traffic Noise
Abatement) also places residences, parks, schools, and hospitals in Activity Category B. These uses are
also defined as Category B by the FHWA in 23 CFR 772. The exterior Noise Abatement Criteria (NAC)
for Activity Category B is 67 dBA L. In accordance with Caltrans and federal guidelines, noise
abatement must be considered when the existing or predicted future peak-noise-hour approaches, equals,
or exceeds the exterior or interior NAC. Peak-noise-hour levels of 66 dBA L are considered to approach
the exterior NAC for Category B uses. A noise impact can also occur if the project would increase traffic
noise by 12 A-weighted decibels (dBA). Where no exterior areas of frequent human use are affected, the
interior NAC of 52 dBA peak-noise-hour is used to determine the requirement for noise abatement, if any.
The California Noise Insulation Standards require the interior noise level in habitable rooms to not exceed
45 dBA L4/CNEL as a result of exterior noise sources. If satisfaction of this standard requires windows
to be closed, then mechanical ventilation, and air conditioning if necessary, must be provided to maintain
a habitable environment [State Building Code (Part 2, Title 24, CCR; App. Chapter 35)].
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As noted above, NEPA guidelines require that noise abatement be considered if a project may result in
potential adverse noise effects. However, NEPA guidelines do not require that long-term traffic noise
abatement actually be implemented unless certain conditions listed under 23 CFR 7721.3 regarding
feasibility and reasonableness of the abatement are satisfied (e.g., feasibility of construction; cost of
abatement vs. number of benefitted residences; cost of abatement vs. overall project construction cost). In
effect, NEPA guidelines allow for: 1) preliminary noise abatement/mitigation design to be changed or
eliminated from the final project's design; and 2) a final decision regarding the construction of the noise
abatement to be made upon completion of the project design and public input.

In contrast with NEPA guidelines, CEQA guidelines require that all potentially significant noise impacts
be mitigated to a level of insignificance unless a Statement of Overriding Considerations is included and
certified as part of a final CEQA Environmental Impact Report (EIR). However, the CEQA analysis
presented in this document for the Beverly Boulevard Widening project follows the format of a CEQA
Mitigated Negative Declaration (MND). The CEQA guidelines for the adoption of an MND require that
all potentially significant noise impacts be mitigated to a level of insignificance (and a Statement of
Overriding Considerations cannot be adopted). As such, the traffic noise abatement (mitigation
measures) specified in this document must be implemented to satisfy CEQA mitigation requirements at
identified sensitive receptor locations along the Beverly Boulevard project alignment that would be
subject to noise conditions in exceedence of the above-noted thresholds.

A Noise Analysis Report, prepared pursuant to Caltrans’ California Traffic Noise Analysis Protocol
(CaTNAP) and TeNS, the Technical Noise Supplement (Caltrans, 1998), summarizing the results of the
noise study, is available as a separate technical document (URS 2003). The Noise Analysis Report
presents an evaluation of the noise abatement requirements of the project and presents preliminary design-
level information to determine the most feasible noise abatement actions, where necessary. The analysis
and findings of the Noise Analysis Report are summarized below.

2262 Affected Environment

The affected environment is exactly the same for both design Alternatives 1 and 2 of the proposed project.
Noise-sensitive land uses that directly abut Beverly Boulevard in the study area consist of single and
multiple family dwellings, a convalescent hospital and two community parks. Nearby (beyond the study
area limits) noise-sensitive uses include a school. The Beverly Boulevard existing and future through
traffic lanes in the study area are predominately at-grade, with a small portion of the project near the
replacement bridge above grade relative to the noise-sensitive uses adjacent to the street. The project is
not located within two miles of an airport, or within an airport land use plan. Also, the project is not
located within the vicinity of a private airstrip.

A traffic and construction noise study was conducted to assess the need for construction and traffic noise
abatement or mitigation for the proposed project. Figure 2.2.6-1 and Figure 2.2.6-2 display the location
of the noise measurement locations and recommended noise abatement locations in the project area.
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Table 2.2.6-1 provides a summary of measured existing and calculated existing peak-noise-hour levels for
representative locations along Beverly Boulevard in the project area.

Table 2.2.6-1. Summary of Existing Noise Levels for Representative Noise-Sensitive Receivers

Number of  [Noise Abatement| Existing Peak- Noise Level
Location or Type of Housing Units Category and |Noise-Hour Noise| Measured* or
Receiver ID Address Development [ Represented | (Criterion), dBA | Level, Leqry, dBA|  Modeled**?
ST-1 exterior | 445 Sixth Street Residential 3 B (exterior 67) 74 Measured
ST-1interior | 445 Sixth Street Residential 3 E (interior 52) 54 Measured @)
Modeled (no
calibration
LT-1 512 Sixth Street Residential 2 B (67) 59 constant)
Modeled (no
400 W Beverly calibration
M-1 Blvd Residential 10 E (interior 52) 48 constant) 4.2
ST-2 509 Third Street Residential 3 B (67) 65 Measured
ST-3 437 Wilber Place Residential 2 B (67) 60 Measured
Rio Hondo Modeled (no
Convalescent Convalescent calibration
M-2 Hospital Hospital 4 B (67) 70 constant)
Rio Hondo
Convalescent Convalescent
ST-4 Hospital Hospital 4 B (67) 66 Measured
LT-2 445 Holger Drive Residential B (67) 73 Measured
Backyard of 512
ST-6 Forbes Avenue Residential 1 B (67) 56 Measured
Backyard of 8321
ST-5 Culp Drive Residential 5 B (67) 57 Measured

* Unless otherwise indicated, all measurements shown reflect worst hour noise levels, i.e., they were either measured during the noisiest hour
or adjusted to noiest hour traffic characteristics.

** Unless otherwise indicated, modeled receivers include a calibration constant.

1 Interior noise level deduced from measured outdoor noise level; result assumes 20 dBA noise reduction by the structure, windows closed.

2 Approximately 18 additional units are located on the second floor that would receive no noise reduction from a soundwall.

Traffic noise within the project area was measured and modeled for representative noise-sensitive uses
that abut or have an unobstructed acoustical “view” of the street. Weather and traffic information was
collected simultaneously with the noise measurements. During representative daily periods, the existing,
exterior, unabated, peak-traffic-noise-hour levels in the noise-sensitive areas adjacent to the street,
calculated from field measurement data, ranged from 56 dBA to 74 dBA L. The peak-noise-hour L
describes the noise level that is equivalent to the energy average noise levels that would be measured
continuously during the hour producing the highest traffic noise during a typical 24-hour period.

The traffic noise was evaluated in terms of the Ly noise descriptor as used in the Caltrans Traffic Noise
Prediction Model (S32) to satisfy Federal and State Noise Abatement Criteria (NAC) for Activity
Category B uses. The S32 model is functionally equivalent to the federal model STAMINA 2.0 as
defined in FHWA RD 77-108. The peak-noise-hour L., (described above) is typically within
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approximately two decibels of the Day-Night Average Sound Level (Lgy) and the CNEL descriptor used
by the local jurisdictions through which the highway passes.

2263 Environmental Consequences

A local increase in construction and traffic noise is considered a potential environmental impact resulting
from construction of highway improvement projects. Temporarily elevated noise levels during
construction activities result primarily from the use of heavy equipment vehicles and specialized
machinery to clear, excavate, grade, and finish the project. The environmental consequences related to
noise are exactly the same for both design Alternatives 1 and 2 of the proposed project.

Traffic Noise

The future (year 2025) overall number of cars and trucks traveling along Beverly Boulevard are expected
to be similar with or without the implementation of the proposed project. However, long-term increases
in traffic noise may occur if vehicle speeds increase appreciably, and/or if the percentage of heavy trucks
and busses in the traffic flow increases relative to passenger cars and light trucks. As such, project
operation (i.e., post-construction vehicle traffic) has the potential to permanently affect ambient noise
levels in the project vicinity. After project completion, the widening of Beverly Boulevard would bring
traffic lanes approximately five feet closer to noise-sensitive receptors adjacent to the roadway (i.e.,
residences, Rio Hondo Convalescent Hospital), resulting in slight increases in traffic noise levels at
sensitive receptor locations.

A noise analysis that conforms to the requirements of FHWA, Caltrans, and the Cities of Montebello and
Pico Rivera was conducted in order to evaluate potential noise impacts and the potential necessity for
noise abatement/mitigation. Table 2.2.6-2 provides a summary of predicted traffic noise levels in the
project area resulting from the proposed action without noise abatement. The future traffic characteristics
were used as input to the S32 noise model along with the horizontal and vertical coordinates of receiver
locations that were obtained from project design layouts, aerial photographs and field observations.
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Table 2.2.6-2. Predicted Future (Year 2025) Traffic Noise Impacts of Proposed Action Without

Abatement
Existing | Predicted
Peak-Noise-|Future Peak- Noise Noise Location
Development| Hour Noise | Noise-Hour | Noise | Abatement |Increase (+) Impact Qualifies
Receiver |_ocation or Predates Level, |Noise Level, [Abatement| Criterion, |or Decrease Type* for Noise
ID IAddress 19787 Leq(h), dBA Leq(h), dBA Category NAC (dBA) (-), dBA IAbatement?|
ST-1
exterior |445 Sixth Street Yes 74 757 B 67 +1 AE No3
ST-1
interior |445 Sixth Street Yes 54 551 E 52 +1 AIE YES
LT-1 [512 Sixth Street Yes 59 61 B 67 +2 None No
M-1 |400 W Beverly
interior | Blvd Yes 48 5212 E 52 +4 AIE YES3
ST-2 | 509 Third Street Yes 65 65 B 67 0 None No
ST-3  |437 Wilber Place Yes 60 60 B 67 0 None No
Rio Hondo
Convalescent
M-2  [Hospital Yes 70 72 B 67 +2 AE
Rio Hondo YES
Convalescent
ST-4 |Hospital Yes 66 69 B 67 +3 AE
LT-2 [445 Holger Drive Yes 73 73 B 67 0 AJE YES
Backyard of 512
ST-6 |Forbes Avenue Yes 56 59 B 67 +3 None No
Backyard of 8321
ST-5 | Culp Drive Yes 57 59 B 67 +2 None No

T Considered “severe impact” due to existing elevated noise levels.

* S = Substantial Increase (12 dBA or more).

* AJE = Approaches or Exceeds the NAC.

1 Assumes 20 dBA Noise Reduction by the structure, windows closed.

2 18 additional units are located on the second floor.

3 Exterior (outdoor area) at this location is not an area of frequent human use, so exterior noise abatement is not necessary.

As noted in Table 2.2.6-2, the predicted future (year 2025) with-project exterior unabated peak-noise-
hour sound levels (resulting from vehicle traffic) would range from 59 dBA Leg to 75 dBA L. Interior
noise levels would be 52 dBA L¢q and 55 dBA L, for sites M-1 and ST-1 respectively. Peak-noise-hour
noise levels would either remain the same or increase by no more than 4 dBA at any of the representative
receptors. None of the sensitive receptor locations would experience a substantial increase (of 12 dBA or
more). Receptors ST-1 (exterior and interior), M-1 (interior only), M-2, ST-4 and LT-2 would approach
or exceed the applicable NAC. The 75 dBA L4 at location ST-1 could constitute a severe noise impact if
not abated, due to the already-existing elevated noise levels at this residential location.

The noise analysis determined that future-with-project peak-noise-hour noise levels in the project area
would approach or exceed the NAC of 67 dBA L., for Category B land use at four noise-sensitive
receptor locations within the project limits. As such, existing or approved development affected by the
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project is subject to protection in accordance with regulatory noise abatement policy (FHWA: Highway
Traffic Noise Guidance and Policies and Written Noise Policies, HEP-41, June 1995). Thus, the four
noted areas sensitive receptor areas adjacent to the project alignment qualify for the implementation of
noise abatement features into the project design (e.g., a noise barrier or “soundwall”) to avoid long-term
traffic noise impacts.

It is noteworthy that existing traffic noise levels above 66 dBA may be considered to be incompatible
with noise-sensitive uses and affected sensitive receptors may require noise abatement. Evaluation of
noise abatement and mitigation is required by state and federal regulations when traffic noise levels
greater than 66 dBA are existing and/or predicted for the peak-noise-hour. Although four noted sensitive
receptor locations qualify for abatement, the noise analysis determined that future-with-project noise
levels at these locations would not exceed the applicable Caltrans and FHWA “significant increase”
criterion in hourly traffic noise level of 12 dBA or more. As such, with the implementation of noise
abatement at specified locations, the project would not result in substantial adverse effects related to long-
term traffic noise.

Refer to Section 5.2 of Chapter 5 [Section 4(f) Resource Analysis] of this document for a discussion of
potential traffic noise impacts to recreational land uses adjacent to the project area (e.g., Grant Rea
Memorial Park, Rio Hondo Park, and the equestrian trail and bike path along the Rio Hondo Channel).

Construction Noise

Conventional and special project construction activities have the potential to generate temporary impacts
to local ambient noise levels in the areas near the construction activities. The project’s conventional and
specialized construction noise was evaluated as part of the Noise Analysis Report that conforms to the
requirements of FHWA, Caltrans, and the Cities of Montebello and Pico Rivera. The noise analysis
evaluated potential construction noise impacts and the potential necessity for construction noise
abatement/mitigation.

During certain types of construction activities (i.e., demolition of existing paved surfaces and structures,
operation of heavy equipment), construction of the project may result in temporary, intermittent increases
existing noise levels in areas immediately adjacent to the project area. The “conventional construction”
activities for this project will require the use of vehicles and heavy equipment whose noise characteristics
are known. The equipment ranges from concrete mixers producing noise levels of 80 to 86 dBA at a
distance of 15 meters (50 feet) to jackhammers producing 90 to 95 dBA at a distance of 15 meters (50
feet). The noise analysis determined that noise from conventional construction activity would not create a
significant adverse noise impact if standard limits in construction equipment noise and good noise
management practices are followed.

To avoid the potential effects of construction noise, the project’s contracting agency will apply Caltrans
Standard Specifications (Sections 7 and 42) and Standard Special Provisions, which provide limits on
construction noise levels. Normally, conventional construction noise levels should not exceed 86 dBA
(Lmax) at a distance of 15 meters (50 feet). Additional measures that are considered good practice during
project construction are:
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e Arrange noisiest operations together in the construction program to avoid continuing periods of
annoyance.

e Locate materials stockpiles and/or vehicle staging areas as far as practicable from dwelling units.

e Use additional enclosures, shrouds, shields, and portable noise barriers if necessary at noise-
critical locations.

o |f practicable, implement project noise abatement features prior to construction.

Construction of the widened roadway could generate ground-borne vibration or ground-borne noise. A
vibration analysis was conducted as part of this IS/EA in order to evaluate potential ground-borne
vibration/noise impacts and the potential necessity for abatement/mitigation. The analysis determined
that construction activities could generate minimal, less than significant ground-borne vibration/noise,
and roadway operation will not generate perceptible ground-borne vibration/noise. Thus, no abatement or
mitigation is required for vibration.

Noise from specialized construction activity such as pile driving would generate substantial noise near the
activity. Construction noise in the vicinity of the proposed replacement bridge over the Rio Hondo
Channel, although temporary, is likely to become substantially elevated because of pile driving in
proximity to noise-sensitive uses. Intermittent, sustained noise levels resulting from pile driving activities
are predicted to be 93 dBA L., and 86 dBA L, at residences located 100 feet and 225 feet, respectively
from the pile being driven. These levels would be substantially above the existing ambient environmental
noise levels temporarily during the bridge construction period.

Although noise related to pile driving activities would be substantially elevated, pile driving activities and
associated noise would be limited to a small portion of the project in the vicinity of the bridge. Also,
noise from pile driving would move from one side of the bridge to the other as construction of the
replacement bridge footings proceeds. In general, no single residence or noise-sensitive area would be
subject to continuous, constant noise levels for the duration of the project.

Pile driving activities would be restricted to a few hours during daytime weekday periods (9:30 a.m. to
4:00 p.m., Mon.-Sat.). However, noise levels within 91 meters (300 feet) of pile driving would still be
substantially elevated. Temporary relocation will be offered to “day-sleepers” and other residents for
whom pile driving noise would cause demonstrated hardship when pile driving is within 91 meters of
their residence(s). Short-term relocation may not be necessary if the vibratory hammer can be used
exclusively to drive piles.

Adverse noise impacts from pile driving activities may be avoided by following the noted mitigation
measures. In conclusion, noise from pile driving would not cause a significant adverse noise impact due
to the following circumstances: 1) a limited physical area affected by pile driving activities, 2) the
temporary nature of the pile driving activities (i.e., only for a limited number of days during the bridge
construction), 3) restricted daily hours during which pile driving may occur, and 4) an offer of short-term
relocation where necessary.
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Refer to Section 5.2 of Chapter 5 [Section 4(f) Resource Analysis] of this document for additional
discussion of potential construction noise impacts to recreational land uses adjacent to the project area
(e.g., Grant Rea Memorial Park, Rio Hondo Park, and the equestrian trail and bike path along the Rio
Hondo Channel).

2264 Avoidance, Minimization, and Compensation Measures

Noise Mitigation for Conventional and Special Construction Activities

The special construction activity of pile driving will require mitigating actions (e.g., temporarily relocate
sensitive residents when pile driving is within 300 feet of dwelling) to avoid significant noise impacts
pursuant to CEQA. Conventional construction activities would not result in significant adverse effects to
noise if the recommended best management practices for construction noise control (per Mitigation
Measures N-3 through N-21) are followed during project construction.

Traffic Noise Abatement

Existing and predicted traffic noise levels at four noise-sensitive receptor locations within the project
limits approach and exceed the peak-noise-hour NAC of 67 dBA L., for Category B land use. Thus,
noise abatement was evaluated for the area adjacent to W/B Beverly Boulevard between Sixth Street and
Fourth Street and adjacent to Rea Drive. Noise abatement was also evaluated for two areas adjacent to
E/B Beverly Boulevard; for the residential land use adjacent to Beverly Boulevard at Sixth Street; and at
the Rio Hondo Convalescent Hospital west of Rea Drive.

Alternative measures for reducing traffic noise were considered in the Noise Analysis Report where noise
abatement or mitigation was believed to be necessary and feasible. The purpose of a noise barrier is to
reduce highway traffic noise according to criteria established by the FHWA as codified in 23 CFR 772,
and by Caltrans as presented in Chapter 30 of the Project Development Procedures Manual and Chapter
1100 of the Highway Design Manual. It was determined by observation that the likely locations for
traffic noise barriers would not provide sufficient area to construct earthen berms. Thus, potential noise
abatement features may consist of soundwalls constructed near the right-of-way (R/W), where applicable,
and as vertical extensions of the required retaining walls, insofar as possible.

Where appropriate, the Noise Analysis Report recommends the preliminary locations, dimensions and
acoustical performance of the required noise abatement, including noise barrier(s), based on the
preliminary plans for this project. The considered noise abatement for this project and expected future
(year 2025) with-project (design Alternatives 1 or 2) noise levels are summarized in Table 2.2.6-3.
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Table 2.2.6-3. Noise Abatement Considered in the Noise Analysis Report

Receiver
ID

Future (Year
2025) Peak-
Noise-Hour
Noise Level
w/ No Wall
(dBA)

Noise
Abatement
Description?

Affected
Sensitive
Receptor
Location

Placement

Approximate
Soundwall
Length
(meters)

Approximate
Soundwall
Height
(meters)

Future (Year
2025) Peak-
Noise-Hour
Noise Level
with Soundwall
(dBA)

Noise
Reduction
with
Soundwall
(dBA)

ST-1
(exterior?)

75

ST-1
(interiors)

55

SW-14

Residential
duplex at 445
Sixth St., abutting
E/B Beverly Blvd.

RIW

23

3.0

64

11

44

11

M-1
(interior)

52

SW-25

Casa Grande
Apartments at
400 W Beverly
Blvd., abutting
WI/B Beverly
Blvd. at Fourth
St.

R/W

137

18

46

66

M-2

72

SW-3
(connected to
SW-4)

Rio Hondo
Convalescent
Hospital’,
abutting EB
Beverly Blvd.

On retaining
wall

46

18

63

ST-4

69

SW-4
(connected to
SW-3)

Rio Hondo
Convalescent
Hospital’,
abutting EB
Beverly Blvd.

RIW

61

37

64

LT-2

73

SW-5

Residences
adjacent to W/B
Beverly Blvd.,
between Rea Dr.
and the Beverly

Park Apartments

On retaining
wall/top-of-
slope

168

18

63

10

1 SW denotes “soundwall” type noise barrier.
2 May not be an “area of frequent human use” thus exterior noise abatement would not be required. However, some form of abatement is
required to satisfy interior California and FHWA NAC at this location.
3 Some form of noise abatement required to satisfy interior NAC. Upgraded building noise insulation may be feasible and reasonable
alternative abatement for this location.
4 SW at this location provides feasible noise abatement but may not be reasonable. Alternative form of abatement may be required. Also see
notes 1, 2, and 3.
5 Calculated acoustical effect of a SW is provided to quantify the degree of noise abatement required to satisfy the interior NAC. While
feasible, a SW is likely not a reasonable interior noise abatement measure at this location. (The exterior is not an “area of frequent human
use” thus exterior noise abatement is not required.) Building acoustical insulation is likely a more feasible noise abatement measure, if
required—see text.
6 Ground floor noise reduction only; no reduction for 2n floor units.
7 Has exterior “area of frequent human use” in addition to interior patient sleeping rooms with exposure to project.

Traffic Noise Abatement Feasibility Summary
As noted in Table 2.2.6-3, at two receptor locations (ST-1: residential duplex at 445 Sixth Street; and M-
1: Casa Grande Apartments at 400 W. Beverly Blvd.), it may not be physically feasible or practical to
construct soundwalls as the noise abatement strategy. Soundwall SW-1 for receptor ST-1 can provide a 5
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decibel reduction in traffic noise. However, it may not be feasible to construct because of potential traffic
safety concerns with sight line obstruction resulting from constructing an opaque soundwall. Soundwall
SW-2 for receptor M-1 provides a minimum of 5 decibels traffic noise reduction to satisfy the interior
noise standard only for ground floor units (second floor units at this location would not be benefited). In
these cases, building fagade sound insulation upgrades may be installed as an alternative abatement
strategy for interior noise.

All other considered soundwalls (e.g., SW-3, SW-4, and SW-5) would be feasible and could be
constructed using standard approved soundwall materials. A final decision regarding the specification of
the exact abatement measures to be installed at each noted location will be made during final design
stages of the project (see Mitigation Measures N-1 and N-2).

Traffic Noise Abatement Reasonableness Allowances

Based on the soundwall parameters presented in the Noise Analysis Report, the Caltrans worksheets were
used to develop the Reasonable Allowances per Benefited Residence shown in Table 2.2.6-4. The project
cost was based on an assumed $6,475,000 base cost [local Assistance Project Transmittal Memo from
Mazen Dabboussi, Caltrans Project Manager, to the Division of Environmental Planning re Project
RPSTPL-5247(002)] and an assumed $7.9 million bridge construction cost. Allowances per benefited
residence would range from $31,000 to $39,000.

Table 2.2.6-4. Noise Abatement Reasonable Allowances

Reasonable Allowance per Benefited
Noise Barrier ID Residence (USD)
SW-1 $39,000
SW-2 $35,000
SW-3 $35,000
SW-4 $35,000
SW-5 $31,000
Notes:

1 Assumes all residences pre-date 1978 and a base allowance of $17,000
2 See Table 2.2.6-3 for recommended soundwall parameters.

Traffic Noise Abatement Conclusions

With feasible noise abatement incorporated where necessary, the predicted future exterior peak-noise-
hour noise levels would range from 59 dBA to 64 dBA L. These abated traffic noise levels would be
less than significant pursuant to CEQA guidelines. In conclusion, by incorporating the noise abatement
actions of providing exterior soundwalls, or alternatively, building noise insulation upgrades as described
in Table 2.2.6-3 (and in the Noise Analysis Report) into the project description and design, the project
would avoid creating significant adverse environmental effects in compliance with NEPA guidelines and
would not result in significant noise impacts pursuant to CEQA guidelines.
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Noise Mitigation Measures

Implementation of measures N-1 and N-2 is required to mitigate potential significant impacts, in accordance
with CEQA guidelines, from operational (traffic) noise after project construction. Implementation of
measures N-3 through N-21 is required to reduce potential adverse effects from construction noise in
accordance with NEPA guidelines, and to mitigate potential significant impacts in accordance with CEQA
guidelines.

N-1

N-2

N-3

Without noise abatement, the interior noise level from exterior traffic noise is expected to exceed
FHWA, Caltrans, and State of California Noise Insulation Standards for multiple family
dwellings at the following locations in the project area: 1) Residential unit at 445 Sixth St.,
abutting E/B Beverly Blvd.; and 2) Casa Grande Apartments, abutting W/B Beverly Blvd. at
Fourth Street. To satisfy mitigation requirements in accordance with CEQA guidelines, the
County must investigate and implement interior noise abatement (if determined necessary based
upon the results of actual interior noise measurement readings, engineering investigation, and
building inspection), at these locations as a component of the proposed project. Further
engineering investigation and interior noise measurements must be undertaken during future
project design phases to confirm the existing interior noise insulation performance of the two
buildings and determine an appropriate abatement strategy (e.g., soundwall, building facade
upgrades, or a combination of both) if existing and future interior noise levels are confirmed to be
in exceedance of applicable Noise Insulation Standards at these two locations.

In addition to soundwalls, the alternative interior noise reduction strategy to be investigated by
the County is the concept of upgrading various acoustically weak elements of the building’s
facades. Such building fagade upgrades are assumed to provide a minimum of twenty eight to
thirty one (28-31) dBA of exterior to interior noise reduction in habitable rooms with windows in
the closed position. Building facade upgrades, if implemented, would include the provision of
mechanical ventilation and/or air conditioning as necessary (if not presently existing) to maintain
a comfortable year-round interior temperature environment. Other acoustical upgrades to be
considered by the County at these locations could include new, fully weather-stripped, solid core
or insulating glass exterior doors; single or dual-pane acoustically rated window assemblies, and
sealing or baffling of any building shell penetrations.

Implement soundwalls SW-3, SW-4 and SW-5 to mitigate interior and exterior noise levels in
accordance with CEQA guidelines, as recommended in the proposed project design. The final
design of the soundwalls will be developed during future project design phases.

Before pile driving activities are to occur in the vicinity of the Beverly Boulevard bridge over the
Rio Hondo Channel (as part of the bridge replacement phase of the project), place written notices
in prominent locations within Grant Rea Memorial Park to inform park users of the following: 1)
dates that pile driving activities are scheduled to occur, 2) a notification that pile driving activities
may produce loud, intermittent noise disturbances, and 3) a recommendation that while pile
driving activities are in progress, park users should attempt to locate their activities within the
park as far as feasible from the southern boundary of the park.
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N-4

N-5

N-6

N-7

N-8

N-9

N-10

N-11

N-12

N-13

N-14

All noise-producing project equipment and vehicles using internal combustion engines shall be
equipped with mufflers, and air-inlet silencers where appropriate, in good operating condition that
meet or exceed original factory specification. Mobile or fixed "package" equipment (e.g., arc-
welders, air compressors) shall be equipped with shrouds and noise control features that are readily
available for that type of equipment.

All mobile or fixed noise-producing equipment used on the project, which is regulated for noise
output by a local, state, or federal agency, shall comply with such regulation while in the course of
project activity.

Electrically-powered equipment instead of pneumatic or internal combustion powered equipment
shall be used, where feasible.

Material stockpiles and mobile equipment staging, parking, and maintenance areas shall be located as
far as practicable from noise-sensitive receptors.

The hours of conventional construction activities shall be restricted to the periods and days permitted

by the local noise or other applicable ordinance, or exemptions therefrom shall be obtained. In
accordance with the City of Montebello Noise Ordinance, these activities include (but are not limited
to) construction, noisy maintenance activities, all spoils and material transport, demolition, and
grading, and are prohibited between the hours of 8:00 p.m. and 7:00 a.m. on weekdays (Monday
through Friday) and 6:00 p.m. to 9:00 a.m. on Saturdays, Sundays, and legal holidays, except in
cases of emergency as determined and approved by the appropriate City official. The only exception
to this restriction should be inaudible underground tunneling activity.

Driving of piles in the Rio Hondo Channel vicinity shall be permitted only during the hours between
9:30 a.m. and 4:00 p.m., Monday through Saturday, and shall not be permitted on legal holidays.

The use of noise-producing signals, including horns, whistles, alarms, and bells shall be for safety
warning purposes only.

No project-related public address, paging, two-way radio, or music system shall be audible at any
adjacent receptor.

The on-site construction supervisor shall have the responsibility and authority to receive and resolve
noise complaints. A clear appeal process to LACDPW shall be established prior to construction
commencement that will allow for resolution of noise problems that cannot be immediately solved
by the site supervisor.

The contractor shall develop a project noise control plan, which shall have been approved and
implemented prior to commencement of any construction activity.

Noise control features and plans shall be reviewed and approved by a noise control engineering
professional.
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N-15 Contract incentives may be offered to the construction contractor to minimize or eliminate noise
complaints resulting from project activities.

N-16 The erection of temporary soundwall barriers shall be considered where project activity is
unavoidably close to noise-sensitive receptors.

N-17 Planting of trees and shrubbery, while useful for visual screening, is not an effective noise control
mechanism and is not considered an abatement/mitigation measure for noise impacts.

N-18 Temporary relocation shall be offered to “day sleepers” and other persons demonstrating hardship
when pile driving is being conducted within 91 meters (300 feet) of their respective dwellings.
Temporary relocation may not be necessary if a vibratory pile hammer can be used exclusively in
lieu of an impact hammer.

N-19 Caltrans Standard Specifications (Sections 7 and 42) and Standard Special Provisions (that provide
limits on construction noise levels) shall be applied and enforced by the contracting agency on the
project contractor(s)).

N-20 Arrange noisiest operations together in the construction program to avoid continuing periods of
annoyance.

N-21 If practicable, implement project noise abatement features prior to construction.
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2.2.7 ENERGY

The proposed project consists of the widening of an existing roadway and replacement of an existing
bridge within a fully-developed urban environment and would not induce population or community
growth. Due to the “replacement” nature of the project, no measurable net additional uses of non-
renewable or other energy sources would occur as a result of the project.

During construction, additional gasoline and diesel-fueled construction vehicles and equipment would be
utilized at the project site, as well as some electric-powered construction equipment. The number of
vehicles and equipment utilized during construction would be typical of a small-to-medium scale
construction project and would be temporary in nature. As such, fossil fuel consumption and electrical
power utilized as a result of construction activities would be negligible. Therefore, an analysis of
potential effects upon energy resources is not considered relevant to the scope of this environmental
assessment.
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2.3 BIOLOGICAL ENVIRONMENT

The environmental resource areas listed below are discussed in Section 2.3 Biological Environment, of
this document.

2.3.1 Wetlands and Other Waters of the United States
2.3.2 Vegetation / Wildlife / Threatened & Endangered Species

Both project design Alternatives 1 and 2 would result in the exact same environmental consequences. As

such, the discussion regarding Affected Environment and Environmental Consequences presented for each
resource area applies to both project design Alternatives 1 and 2.

2.3.1 WETLANDS AND OTHER WATERS OF THE UNITED STATES

2311 Regulatory Setting

There are no wetlands within the project area. Rio Hondo Channel is a concrete lined channel at the
location of the proposed project, under the jurisdiction of the United States Army Corp of Engineers. See
section 2.3.2 of this document.

After the certification of the Final IS/EA for the proposed project [which will include the issuance of a
CEQA Mitigated Negative Declaration (MND) and a NEPA Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI)],
the following jurisdictional permits and approvals are anticipated before construction begins:

o California Department of Fish and Game (CDFG): Section 1601 Streambed Alteration Permit
Agreement.

e Los Angeles Regional Water Quality Control Board (RWQCB): California General Construction
Activities Storm Water Permit; General NPDES Permit Authorization for Discharges of
Groundwater to Surface Waters (if dewatering and/or water discharges are required during
construction in the Rio Hondo Channel, however, this activity is not anticipated at this time);
Section 401 Water Quality Certification (if a Section 404 Permit is required from ACOE).

e U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (ACOE): Section 404 Nationwide Permit.

Compliance with the requirements of the above-listed permits and approvals would ensure that the project
does not impose any significant impacts on the Rio Hondo Channel.

2312 Affected Environment

There are no wetlands within the project area. Rio Hondo Channel is a concrete lined channel at the
location of the proposed project, under the jurisdiction of the United States Army Corps of Engineers.
See section 2.3.2 of this document for a summary of the Biological Resources Survey Report prepared for
this project (URS 2003).

2313 Environmental Consequences
See section 2.3.2.3.
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2.3.2  VEGETATION / WILDLIFE / THREATENED & ENDANGERED SPECIES

2321 Regulatory Setting

Definition of Direct Impacts. Impacts on biological resources result from their alteration, disturbance,
or destruction of the resources during the course of, and because of, project implementation. Examples of
direct impacts include removing and grading vegetation, filling wetland habitats, or severing or physically
restricting the width of wildlife linkages. Other direct impacts may include loss of foraging or nesting
habitat and individual organisms because of habitat clearing.

Definition of Indirect Impacts. Examples of indirect impacts include elevating the levels of ambient
noise or lighting, changing surface-water hydrology within a flood plain, and increasing erosion or
sedimentation downstream from a project site. These impacts may adversely affect the breeding and
foraging behavior of nearby wildlife. Indirect impacts can also affect the health of vegetative
communities and their use by sensitive animals, both on the project site and offsite.

Definition of Permanent and Temporary Impacts. Permanent impacts may result in irreversible
damage on biological resources. Temporary impacts are interim changes in the local environment due to
construction that would not extend beyond project-associated construction.

Beverly Boulevard Project Area Regulatory Setting

As part of the Biological Resources Survey Report (URS 2003) conducted for the project, Rare Find 2002
California Natural Diversity Database (CNDDB) was queried for records of plant and animal species and
habitats that are considered sensitive according to the United States Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS),
California Native Plant Society (CNPS), and the California Department of Fish and Game (CDFQG) in the
El Monte, Whittier, Los Angeles, and South Gate, U.S.G.S. 7.5” Minute Quadrangles. The CDFG Lists
of Special Animals (July 2002) and Special Vascular Plants, Bryophytes, and Lichens (July 2002) were
also consulted to identify other sensitive species with potential to occur on within the vicinity of the
proposed project.

Nesting birds that may occur in the project area, including raptors but excluding several pest species, are
protected under the Migratory Bird Treaty Act.

After the certification of the Final IS/EA for the proposed project [which will include the issuance of a
CEQA Mitigated Negative Declaration (MND) and a NEPA Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI)],
and before construction begins, it is anticipated that a California Department of Fish and Game (CDFG)
Section 1601 Streambed Alteration Permit Agreement would be secured. Compliance with the
requirements of the permit would ensure that the project does not impose any significant impacts to
potential biological habitat along the Rio Hondo Channel.

The Biological Resources Survey Report completed for the project concludes that the Beverly Boulevard
project site is not likely to support sensitive plants or animals; however, there is a limited potential for
direct and indirect impacts on migratory birds and raptors as a result of the proposed project (URS 2003).
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Table 2.3.2-1 lists the findings of the sensitive species biological survey conducted for the project, as well
as the regulatory status of each listed species.

Table 2.3.2-1. Potential Occurrence of Sensitive Species (CNDDB) in the
Beverly Boulevard Project Area

Likelihood of
Occupying
Common Scientific Adjacent
Name Name Regulatory Status Habitat Habitat
Amphibians
California Red Rana aurora Fed: Threatened Prefers shorelines with extensive None
Legged Frog draytonii State: None vegetation., including quiet pools of Habitat is absent
NDDB: G42T3S2S3 streams, marshes, and occasionally | within project
DFG: CSC ponds. survey
boundaries.
Southwestern Clemmys Fed: SC Water bodies below 6,000 ft with None
Pond Turtle marmorata State: None basking sites provided by submerged | Habitat is absent
pallida NDDB: G3-G4 S2 logs, vegetation mats, or open mud within project
DFG: CSC, Protected banks. survey
(full species) boundaries.
FS: Sensitive
BLM: Sensitive
Western Spade | Scaphiopus Fed: FSC Primarily a lowland species that is None
Foot hammondii State: None found in washes, floodplains of rivers, | Habitat is absent
NDDB: G3 S3 alluvial fans, playas, and alkali flats. within project
CDFG: SC It also ranges into foothills and survey
mountains. Prefers open vegetation boundaries.
and short grasses with sandy or
gravelly soil. Found in valley and
foothill grasslands, open chaparral,
and pine-oak woodlands.
Reptiles
San Diego Coleonyx Fed: None Prefers pinyon Juniper or mixed None
Banded Gecko | variegatus State: None chaparral habitat, but is most Habitat is absent
abbotti CNDDB: G5T3T4S2S3 | abundant in sandy flats and desert within project
washes. survey
boundaries.
San Diego Phrynosoma Fed: None Habitat associations include coastal Unlikely
Horned Lizard coronatum State: None sage scrub and chaparral in arid and | No chaparral or
blainvillei NDDB: G4 S3 semi-arid climates with friable, rocky, | coastal sage
DFG: CSC, Protected or shallow sandy soils. The scrub vegetation
(full species) subspecies found in southern observed on site.
California, blainvillii, is distributed
throughout the foothills and coastal
plains from Los Angeles area to
northern Baja California.
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Likelihood of
Occupying
Common Scientific Adjacent
Name Name Regulatory Status Habitat Habitat
Birds
Least Bell's Vireo bellii Fed: Endangered Found only in riparian woodlands in Unlikely
Vireo pusillus State: Endangered southern California, with the majority | Whittier Narrows
NDDB: G5T2S2 of breeding pairs in San Diego, Santa | Recreational
DFG: None Barbara, and Riverside Counties.. Park, which
PIF: Watch list Restricted to riparian woodland and is | supports habitat
FWS: MNBMC most frequent in areas that combine | for Least Bell's
an understory of dense young willows | Vireo, is located 3
or mule fat with a canopy of tall miles to the
willows. Southeast.
Western Coccyzus Fed: None Can be found in forest to open Unlikely
Yellowed-Billed | americanus State: SE woodlands, those areas with dense Whittier Narrows
Cuckoo occidentalis NDDB: G5T3 S1 undergrowth such as parks, riparian Recreational
woodlands and thickets are Park, which
considered their favored habitats. supports habitat
for Least Bell's
Vireo, is located 3
miles to the
Southeast.
Mammals
Desert Woodrat | Neotoma lepida | Fed: None Prefers Pinyon-Juniper, mixed None
State: None chamis-redshank chaparral, Habitat is absent
NDDB: G5T3S3 sagebrush, and most desert habitats. | within project
DFG: CSC survey
boundaries
Fringed Myotis Myotis Fed: FSC Optimal habitats are Pinyon-Pine None
thysanodes State: None Juniper, valley foothill hardwood and | Habitat is absent
NDDB: G4G5S4 hardwood conifer, generally at 1300- | within project
BLM: Sensitive 2000m. survey
boundaries
Long Eared Myotis evotis Fed: FSC This species has been found in nearly | None
Myotis State: None all brush, woodland, and forest Habitat is absent
NDDB: G554 habitats, from sea level to at least within project
BLM: Sensitive 2700 mm but coniferous forests are survey
preferred. boundaries
Long legged Myotis volans Fed: FSC This species is most common in None
Myotis State: None woodlands and forests above 1200 Habitat is absent
NDDB: G554 m. Also forages in chaparral, coastal | within project
BLM: Sensitive scrub, Great Basin scrub habitats. survey
boundaries
Southern Onychomys Fed; FSC Alkali desert scrub and desert scrub None
Grasshopper torridus ramona | State: None habitats are preferred. Also occursin | Habitat is absent
Mouse NDDB: G5T3S3 coastal scrub, mixed chaparral, sage | within project
DGF: CSC brush, low sage, and hitterbrush survey
habitats. boundaries
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Likelihood of
Occupying
Common Scientific Adjacent
Name Name Regulatory Status Habitat Habitat
Yuma Myotis Myotis Fed: FSC Optimal habitat is open forests and None
yumanesis State: None woodlands, also prefers caves, Habitat is absent
NDDB: G554 tunnels, or buildings in arid areas. within project
BLM: Sensitive This species usually feeds over water | survey
such as ponds or streams boundaries
Plants
Brand's Phacelia Fed: None Prefers coastal scrub and coastal None
Phacelia stellaris State: None dunes. Distributed in southern Habitat is absent
NDDB: G1G2 S1.1 California and Baja Mexico. within project
CNPS: 1B survey
boundaries.
California orcutt | Orcuttia Fed: Endangered Vernal pools from southern California | None
grass californica State: Endangered and Baja.
NDDB: G2S2.1
CNPS: 1B
Coutler's Lasthenia Fed: None This species occurs in tidal marsh None
Goldfields glabrata ssp State: None areas near the coast at the extreme Habitat is absent
coulteri NDDB: G4 S2.1 upper end of tidal inundation. It has within project
CNPS: 1B also been noted on the periphery of survey
vernal pools such as near Miramar boundaries.
Airfield. Coulter's Goldfields utilizes
alkaline marshes in the inland valleys
of western Riverside County;
Frankenia salina may grow nearby.
Davidson's Atriplex Fed: None Inhabits coastal bluff scrub, and None
Saltscale serenana var State: None coastal scrub with alkaline soil within | Habitat is absent
davidsonii G5S2 Southern California. . within project
CNPS 1B survey
boundaries.
Los Angeles Helianthus Fed: None Prefers marshes and swamps less None
Sunflower nuttallii ssp State: None than 500 m. Presumed extinct. Habitat is absent
parishii NDDB: G5 within project
CNPS 1A survey
boundaries.
Many-Stemmed | Dudleya Fed: None Associated with clay soils in barrens, | None
Dudleya multicaulis State: None rocky laces, or thinly vegetated Habitat is absent
NDDB: G2 S2.1 openings in chaparral, coastal sage within project
CNPS: 1B scrub, and southern needlegrass . survey
Majority of the population are boundaries.

associated with coastal sage or open
coastal sage scrub
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Likelihood of
Occupying
Common Scientific Adjacent
Name Name Regulatory Status Habitat Habitat
Parish’s Ribes Fed: None Inhabitant of shaded canyons and None
Gooseberry Divaricatum var | State: None stream banks at low elevations Habitat is absent
parishii NDDB: G4 S1.1 (<2000 ft./610 m) from southern within project
CNPS: 1B California to British Columbia. The survey
species is more or less continuous in | boundaries.
its distribution from Santa Barbara
County northward, but the
populations in Los Angeles and San
Bernardino Counties are widely
disjunct and probably long isolated
from the rest of the species.
Plummer’s Calochortus Fed: None Occurs on rocky and sandy sites, None
Mariposa Lily plummerae State: None usually granitic or alluvial material Habitat is absent
NDDB: G3 S3.2 within Coastal scrub, Chaparral, within project
CNPS: 1B Valley and Foothill Grassland, survey
Cismontane Woodland, lower boundaries.
Montane Coniferous Forest.
Prostrate Navarretia Fed: FSC Inhabits coastal scrub, valley and None
Navarretia prostrata State: None foothill grasslands, and vernal pools. | Habitat is absent
NDDB: G2 S2.1 within project
CNPS: 1B survey
boundaries.
Orcutt's Linanthus orcutti | Fed: None Prefers Chaparral, and lower None
Linanthus State: None Montane Coniferous Forest. Habitat is absent
NDDB: G4 S2.3 within project
CNPS: 1B survey
boundaries.
Southern Scutellaria Fed: None Prefers gravelly soils on stream None
Skullcap bolanderi ssp State: None banks within in Chapperal, Habitat is absent
austromontana | NDDB: G4T2 S2.2 Cismontane Woodland, and lower within project
CNPS 1B Montane Coniferous Forests. survey
boundaries.
Southern Centromadia Fe: None The Southern Tarplant utilizes valley | None
Tarplant parryi ssp State: None and foothill grasslands, alkaline Habitat is absent
australis NDDB: G4 S2.1 locales, and peripheral Salt Marsh. within project
CNPS 1B survey
boundaries.
Notes:

Likelihood of occupancy
*Unlikely = necessary habitat conditions range from poor to not present.

*None = necessary habitat conditions are not present.
Fish and Wildlife Service (Federal)
FE = Endangered (In danger of becoming extant throughout all or a significant portion of its range)

FT = Threatened (Likely to become endangered in the foreseeable future in the absence of special protection).
FC = Federal Candidate (candidate for FT or FE listing)
FSC = Species of Concern (Sufficient information exists which warrants concern over that species status and warrants study)
PFE = Proposed Endangered
California Department of Fish and Game (State)
SE = Endangered (In danger of becoming extant throughout all or a significant portion of its range)

ST = State Threatened (Likely to become endangered in the foreseeable future in the absence of special protection).

SC= State Candidate

CSC = California Special Concern species (Information exists which warrants concern over that species’ status and may warrant future listing)

Beverly Boulevard Phase 111 Widening - IS/EA

118



Chapter 2.3: Biological Environment

RS = Rare

California Native Plant Society (CNPS) designations:

1A = Plants presumed extinct in California.

1B = Plants are rare and endangered in California and throughout their range.

2 = Plants are rare, threatened or endangered in California but more common elsewhere in their range.
3 = Plants about which we need more information; a review list.

4 = Plants of limited distribution; a watch list.

Global Ranking Natural Diversity Database (NDDB).

The global rank (G-rank) is a reflection of the overall condition of an element throughout its global range.

SPECIES OR NATURAL COMMUNITY LEVEL:

G1 = Less than 6 variable element occurrences (Eos) OR less than 1,000 individuals OR less than 2,000 acres.

G2 =6-20 Eos or 1,000-3,000 individuals OR 2,000-10,000 acres.

G3 =21-100 Eos OR 3,000-10,000 individuals OR 10,000-50,000 acres.

G4 = Apparently secure; this rank is clearly lower than G3 but factors exists to cause some concern; i.e., there is some threat, or somewhat
narrow habitat.

G5 = Population or stand demonstrably secure to ineradicable due to being commonly found in the world.

S-rank is assigned much in the same way as the G-rank, except state ranks in California also contain a threat designation attaches to the S-
rank.

S1 = Less than 6 Eos OR less than 1,000 individuals OR less than 2,000 acres
S1.1 = Very threatened
S1.2 = Threatened
S1.3 = No current threats known
S2 =6-20 Eos OR 1,000-3,000 individuals OR 2,000-10,000 acres.
S2.1 = Very threatened
S2.2 = Threatened
S2.3 = No Current threats known
S3=21-100 Eos or 3,000-10,000 individuals OR 10,000-50,000 acres
S3.1 = Very threatened
S3.2 = Threatened
S3.3 = No Current threats known
S4 = Apparently secure within California; this rank is clearly lower than S3 but factors exist to cause some concern; i.e. there is some threat, or
somewhat narrow habitat. No threat rank.
S5 = Demonstrably secure to ineradicable in California. No threat rank.

2322 Affected Environment

Beverly Boulevard is bounded by residential homes and commercial businesses to the east, north and
south, and the Rio Hondo Channel to the west. Structures located on Beverly Boulevard include the
Beverly Hospital, commercial businesses, and residential homes. Portions of the street, not developed
with structures or pavement, support ornamental trees, shrubs, ground cover, and low growing weeds and
lawns. Other than a few previously cleared vacant lots and one park area, Beverly Boulevard does not
support open areas of natural vegetation or wildlife habitat. The upper banks of the concrete Rio Hondo
Channel support ornamental trees, low growing weeds, and shrubs. Grant Rea Park is located at the
corner of Beverly Boulevard and Rea Drive, and is developed with ornamental trees and lawns. Rio
Hondo Park, located approximately 0.25 mile southwest of Beverly Boulevard, also supports ornamental
trees and lawns. Seven developed school facilities are located within 1 mile of the site. These schools are
paved or landscaped with grasses and other nursery stock.

Whittier Narrows Recreation Area is located approximately 3 miles northwest of the site. This large
regional recreation area is situated between the San Gabriel and Rio Hondo Rivers and is developed with
a combination of surface waters (lakes and rivers), extensive riparian vegetation, and open fields, all of
which attract and support a wide variety of wildlife species. Staff from the Recreation Area report 297
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species of birds, of which 100 are categorized by the Nature Center as “rare,” although this is an
unofficial designation. Because Whittier Narrows Recreational Facility is approximately 3 miles from the
project site, and the project lacks any relevant linkages, natural habitats, or open spaces, the proposed
project will not have an effect on biological resources supported by the nature center.

Because the Beverly Boulevard project site and vicinity have been urbanized for approximately 30 years,
essentially eliminating native biological populations and habitats within 1 mile of the site (refer to Table
2.3.2-1), the Biological Survey was conducted on a qualitative basis.

2323 Environmental Consequences

Biological Resources

Due to the urbanized nature of the project area, significant impacts to biological resources are not
anticipated, and protocol surveys are assumed unnecessary. A field biological investigation was
conducted in February 2003. The investigation confirmed that there is no evidence of the presence of
candidate, sensitive, or special status species in the project vicinity, and the potential for such sensitive
species to occur in the project area is considered low, due to the lack of available suitable habitat (refer to
Table 2.3.2-1).

The only potential natural habitat areas in the immediate vicinity of the project are two urban parks (Grant
Rea Memorial Park and Rio Hondo Park) and the Rio Hondo Channel. The Rio Hondo Channel is lined
with concrete at the location of the Beverly Boulevard bridge overcrossing, so riparian habitat is not
present in the Channel at or near the location of the proposed project.

After the certification of the Final IS/EA for the proposed project [which will include the issuance of a
CEQA Mitigated Negative Declaration (MND) and a NEPA Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI)],
and before construction begins, it is anticipated that a California Department of Fish and Game (CDFG)
Section 1601 Streambed Alteration Permit Agreement would be secured. Compliance with the
requirements of the permit would ensure that the project does not impose any significant impacts to
potential biological habitat along the Rio Hondo Channel.

Wetlands

The bridge widening portion of the proposed project would include work at the Rio Hondo Channel,
which is lined with concrete at the location of the Beverly Boulevard bridge overcrossing. A field
biological investigation was conducted in February 2003. The investigation confirmed that there is no
evidence of the presence wetlands in the project vicinity. After the certification of the Final IS/EA for the
proposed project [which will include the issuance of a CEQA Mitigated Negative Declaration (MND) and
a NEPA Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI)], the following jurisdictional permits and approvals
are anticipated before construction begins:

e California Department of Fish and Game (CDFG): Section 1601 Streambed Alteration Permit
Agreement.
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e Los Angeles Regional Water Quality Control Board (RWQCB): California General Construction
Activities Storm Water Permit; General NPDES Permit Authorization for Discharges of
Groundwater to Surface Waters (if dewatering and/or water discharges are required during
construction in the Rio Hondo Channel, however, this activity is not anticipated at this time);
Section 401 Water Quality Certification (if a Section 404 Permit is required from ACOE).

e U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (ACOE): Section 404 Nationwide Permit.

Compliance with the requirements of the above-listed permits and approvals would ensure that the project
does not impose any significant impacts on the Rio Hondo Channel.

Wildlife Corridors

A field biological investigation was conducted in February 2003. The investigation confirmed that there
is no evidence of the presence of terrestrial migratory wildlife corridors or wildlife nursery sites in the
project vicinity. The only potential natural habitat areas in the immediate vicinity of the project are two
urban parks (Grant Rea Memorial Park and Rio Hondo Park) and the Rio Hondo Channel, which is lined
with concrete at the location of the Beverly Boulevard bridge overcrossing. The proposed bridge
widening would require construction work within the Rio Hondo Channel. The support structures of the
proposed new bridge over the Rio Hondo Channel have been designed to ensure no significant alteration
of water flow or carrying capacity in the channel.

After the certification of the Final IS/EA for the proposed project [which will include the issuance of a
CEQA Mitigated Negative Declaration (MND) and a NEPA Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI)],
and before construction begins, it is anticipated that a California Department of Fish and Game (CDFG)
Section 1601 Streambed Alteration Permit Agreement would be secured. Compliance with the
requirements of the permit would ensure that the project does not impose any significant impacts to
potential biological habitat along the Rio Hondo Channel.

Local Policies and Ordinances

A field biological investigation was conducted in February 2003. The investigation confirmed that there
is no evidence of the presence of sensitive biological resources in the project vicinity. The widening of
Beverly Boulevard would require the removal and replacement of approximately 76 trees along the
roadway alignment. Most of the impacted trees are located within the right-of-way of the existing
sidewalks and maintained by the City of Montebello. The project would include a landscape plan, in
accordance with City of Montebello standards, to ensure that tress removed to accommodate construction
are replaced.

The following Mitigation Measures would be applied to the project.

VA-2 Trees removed as a result of the street widening project shall be replaced in accordance
with an approved landscape plan to be developed in compliance with the standards
specified by the City of Montebello. [Note: This mitigation measure is specified in
section 2.1.8 (Visual/Aesthetics) of this document.]
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B-2 If demolition or construction activities are to begin during the breeding season, normally
March 1 through August 31, but as early as February 1 for raptors and Cliff Swallows, a
qualified biologist shall conduct weekly bird surveys starting thirty days prior to
disturbance of nesting habitat.

B-3 If possible, avoid or cease demolition and construction activities within 300 feet of
nesting migratory birds (within 500 feet for raptors), until the young birds have fledged,
as determined by the project biologist.

Adopted Plans

There is no local habitat conservation plan applicable to the project area. The only potential natural
habitat areas in the immediate vicinity of the project are two urban parks (Grant Rea Memorial Park and
Rio Hondo Park) and the Rio Hondo Channel, which is lined with concrete at the location of the Beverly
Boulevard bridge overcrossing. Because the Rio Hondo Bridge is known to support nesting Cliff
Swallows, a migratory bird, a pre-construction survey and nest clearance conducted by a qualified
biologist before the Cliff Swallow breeding season (early to mid-February 1 through August 31) would
eliminate the likelihood of violations of the Migratory Bird Treaty Act.

Although the Rio Hondo Bridge is unlikely to support sensitive bats, judged on the lack of evidence of bat
guano beneath the bridge at the time of the February 2003 field survey, it is possible that bats could
occupy the bridge structure at different times of the year and/or occupy areas of the bridge structure that
were inaccessible during the survey. Mitigation has been designed to reduce potential indirect or direct
impacts on any sensitive bat species. This includes a qualified mammalogist conducting a pre-
construction survey of the Beverly Boulevard bridge structure over the Rio Hondo Channel. If bats are
identified within the Beverly Boulevard bridge, then as directed by a qualified biologist, exclusionary
devices will be placed over roost exits on the bridge structure to ensure that the bats evacuate their roost
location(s) and do not return to the location(s). Additionally, a qualified biologist shall be consulted to
assess the potential need (if any) for the provision of alternative bat roost location(s) in the vicinity of the
bridge during and after construction.

The following mitigation measures have been designed to reduce potential adverse project-related impacts
with respect to violations of the Migratory Bird Treaty Act and potential impacts to any sensitive bat
species:

Mitigation Measures:

B-1 Schedule demolition or construction activities outside the active bird breeding season,
normally March 1 through August 31, but as early as February 1 for raptors and Cliff
Swallows. This would also serve to protect any nursing colonies of bats that may utilize
the bridge structure. If it is not feasible to avoid demolition or construction activities
during the months of March through August, to reduce potential indirect impacts on
nesting migratory birds, sensitive raptors, or roosting bats, a pre-construction survey shall
be conducted by a qualified biologist to identify the location of nesting migratory birds
and sensitive raptors, and to verify that eggs are not present.
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B-2

B-3

B-4

B-7

If demolition or construction activities are to begin during the breeding season, normally
March 1 through August 31, but as early as February 1 for raptors and Cliff Swallows, a
qualified biologist shall conduct weekly bird surveys starting thirty days prior to activities
in proximity to nesting habitat.

Avoid or cease demolition and construction activities within 300 feet of nesting
migratory birds (within 500 feet for raptors), until the young birds have fledged, as
determined by the project biologist.

If demolition or construction within 300 feet of nesting sites for migratory birds (within
500 feet for raptors) cannot be avoided or scheduled outside of the nesting season, then as
directed by a qualified biologist, nesting deterrents will be implemented beginning by
January 15 and maintained through July 15. Deterrents may include:

- Placing thick plastic sheeting (e.g. Visqueen) over soil substrate that may be used by
ground nesting birds, such as Killdeer.

- Placing reflective ribbon, random noise blasters (i.e., air-horn, audio tape) in select
areas where nearby human occupants would not be disturbed, perch blocks (i.e., nest
covers, tarps, rail spikes, fencing) on site structures to prevent birds from locating
nests or roosts in planned demolition and/or construction areas.

To reduce potential indirect or direct impacts on sensitive bat species, a pre-construction
survey of the Beverly Boulevard bridge structure over the Rio Hondo Channel shall be
conducted by a qualified mammalogist to identify the roosting locations of any sensitive
bat species.

If bats are identified within the Beverly Boulevard bridge structure over the Rio Hondo
Channel, then as directed by a qualified biologist, exclusionary devices will be placed
over roost exits on the bridge structure to ensure that the bats evacuate their roost
location(s) and do not return to the location(s). The specific type of exclusionary
device(s) to be used would be determined by a qualified biologist.

If bats are identified within the Beverly Boulevard bridge structure over the Rio Hondo
Channel, a qualified biologist will be consulted to assess the potential need (if any) for
the provision of alternative bat roost location(s) in the vicinity of the bridge during and
after construction. The County will follow the recommendations of the qualified
biologist in this matter.

2324 Avoidance, Minimization, and Compensation Measures

No sensitive plant or animal species were observed within the project survey area; however, because
raptors and migratory birds may nest within and adjacent to the proposed site, the following mitigation
measures would avoid, reduce, or eliminate impacts upon biological resources.
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B-1

B-2

B-3

B-6

B-7

Schedule demolition or construction activities outside the active bird breeding season,
normally March 1 through August 31, but as early as February 1 for raptors and Cliff
Swallows. This would also serve to protect any nursing colonies of bats that may utilize
the bridge structure. If it is not feasible to avoid demolition or construction activities
during the months of March through August, to reduce potential indirect impacts on
nesting migratory birds, sensitive raptors, or roosting bats, a pre-construction survey shall
be conducted by a qualified biologist to identify the location of nesting migratory birds
and sensitive raptors, and to verify that eggs are not present.

If demolition or construction activities are to begin during the breeding season, normally
March 1 through August 31, but as early as February 1 for raptors and Cliff Swallows, a
qualified biologist shall conduct weekly bird surveys starting thirty days prior to activities
in proximity to nesting habitat.

Avoid or cease demolition and construction activities within 300 feet of nesting
migratory birds (within 500 feet for raptors), until the young birds have fledged, as
determined by the project biologist.

If demolition or construction within 300 feet of nesting sites for migratory birds (within
500 feet for raptors) cannot be avoided or scheduled outside of the nesting season, then as
directed by a qualified biologist, nesting deterrents will be implemented beginning by
January 15 and maintained through July 15 as necessary. Deterrents may include:

- Placing thick plastic sheeting (e.g. Visqueen) over soil substrate that may be used by
ground nesting birds, such as Killdeer.

- Placing reflective ribbon, random noise blasters (i.e., air-horn, audio tape) in select
areas where nearby human occupants would not be disturbed, perch blocks (i.e., nest
covers, tarps, rail spikes, fencing) on site structures to prevent birds from locating
nests or roosts in planned demolition and/or construction areas.

To reduce potential indirect or direct impacts on sensitive bat species, a pre-construction
survey of the Beverly Boulevard bridge structure over the Rio Hondo Channel shall be
conducted by a qualified mammalogist to identify the roosting locations of any sensitive
bat species.

If bats are identified within the Beverly Boulevard bridge structure over the Rio Hondo
Channel, then as directed by a qualified biologist, exclusionary devices will be placed
over roost exits on the bridge structure to ensure that the bats evacuate their roost
location(s) and do not return to the location(s). The specific type of exclusionary
device(s) to be used would be determined by a qualified biologist.

If bats are identified within the Beverly Boulevard bridge structure over the Rio Hondo
Channel, a qualified biologist will be consulted to assess the potential need (if any) for
the provision of alternative bat roost location(s) in the vicinity of the bridge during and
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after construction. The County will follow the recommendations of the qualified
biologist in this matter.
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24  CUMULATIVE IMPACTS / MANDATORY FINDINGS OF SIGNIFICANCE

241 ENVIRONMENTAL CONSEQUENCES

The proposed project comprises the widening of an existing roadway and replacement of an existing
bridge in an urban environment. No significant impacts to biological resources are anticipated as a result
of the project. Impacts to archaeological resources as a result of excavation activities in the bridge area
are considered less than significant with the incorporation of specified mitigation measures.

With the specified mitigation measures implemented, the proposed project would potentially generate less
than significant impacts related to air quality, cultural resources, noise, and population and housing.
Construction activities associated with the project may cause temporary, less than significant impacts
upon air quality, traffic, noise, and population and housing that could result in adverse direct or indirect
effects on human beings. Because project construction activities would be temporary and mitigation
measures would be applied, the level of impacts upon humans is anticipated to be less than significant.

There are no known other significant or large-scale projects in progress or planned in the proposed project
area that would result in significant cumulative impacts.

Cumulative Air Quality Impacts

Although there are no known other significant or large-scale projects in progress or planned in the
proposed project area, the proposed Beverly Boulevard expansion/bridge replacement and other
(unknown) small-scale development projects in the general vicinity of the project area may be
simultaneously under construction. Depending on construction schedules of the proposed project and
other (unknown) small-scale projects in the area, fugitive dust and pollutant emissions generated during
construction may result in substantial short-term increases in air pollutants, which would contribute to
short-term cumulative air quality impacts. However, the implementation of the Best Available Control
Measures (BACMSs) during site grading activities would further reduce fugitive dust emissions.

Currently, the South Coast Air Basin (Basin) is in non-attainment for Oz, CO (technically), and PM.
Construction of the proposed Beverly Boulevard expansion, in conjunction with other planned
developments within the cumulative study area and the subregion, would contribute to the existing non-
attainment status in the Basin. The growth assumptions used to determine future baseline conditions in
the 1999 Amended Air Quality Management Plan (AQMP) included construction of the proposed project;
however, any development results in additional emissions, which must be offset by control strategies
outlined in the 1999 Amended AQMP. Thus, the control strategies outlined in the 1999 Amended AQMP
are to be adequately implemented, or the proposed project would exacerbate non-attainment of air quality
standards within the subregion and Basin and contribute to adverse cumulative air quality impacts.

During the construction of the proposed Beverly Boulevard expansion, all applicable and feasible
pollutant control strategies outlined in the most recently-adopted AQMP would be adhered to. With the
implementation of the required pollutant control strategies and the mitigation measures specified in this
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document, the proposed project would potentially generate less than significant cumulative impacts
related to air quality.
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3.0 COMMENTS AND COORDINATION

Please see appendices F and G.
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50 SECTION 4(F) RESOURCE ANALYSIS

5.1 REGULATORY SETTING

Section 4(f) of the U.S. Department of Transportation (DOT) Act of 1966 states that the Federal Highway
Administration “may approve a transportation program or project requiring publicly-owned land of a
public park, recreation area, or wildlife and waterfowl refuge of national, state or local significance, or
land of a historic site of national, state, or local significance (as determined by the federal, state, or local
officials having jurisdiction over the park, area, refuge, or site) only if there is no prudent or feasible
alternative to using that land and the program or project includes all possible planning to minimize harm
to the park, recreation area, wildlife and waterfowl refuge, or historic site resulting from the use “ (49
U.S.C. 303).

A “use” of a section 4(f) resource, as defined in “Title 23, Code of Federal Regulations, Part 771.135(p),”
occurs:

(1) when land is permanently incorporated into a transportation facility;

(2) when there is a temporary occupancy of land that is adverse in terms of the statute’s preservationist
purposes; or

(3) when there is a constructive use of land. A constructive use of land occurs when the transportation
project does not incorporate land from resources, but the project’s proximity impacts are so severe
that the protected activities, features, or attributes that qualify a resource for protection under Section
4(f) are substantially impaired. For example, a constructive use can occur when:

a) the projected noise level increase, attributable to the project, substantially interferes with the
use and enjoyment of a noise-sensitive facility of a resource protected by Section 4(f);

b) the proximity of the proposed project substantially impairs aesthetic features or attributes of a
resource protected by Section 4(f), where such features or attributes are considered important
contributing elements to the value of the resource. An example of such an effect would be
the location of a proposed transportation facility in such proximity that it obstructs or
eliminates the primary views of an architecturally significant historical building, or
substantially detracts from the setting of a park or historic site which derives its value in
substantial part due to its setting, and/or;

c) the project results in a restriction on access, which substantially diminishes the utility of a
significant publicly-owned park, recreation area, or historic site.

A number of court decisions, including Adler v. Lewis, 675 F.2d 1085 (9™ Cir. 1982), have established
"substantial impairment" as the threshold for constructive use.
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5.2  AFFECTED ENVIRONMENT AND POTENTIAL EFFECTS

Publicly-owned Land of Public Parks

The project is located adjacent to Grant Rea Memorial Park (north of Beverly Boulevard, and west of the
Rio Hondo Channel) and about one-quarter mile north of Rio Hondo Park (located on the east side of the
Rio Hondo Channel). No land from either of these two parks would be temporarily or permanently
converted to transportation uses as a result of the project. Figure 5 displays the fence line boundary of
Grant Rea Memorial Park in relation to the project limits.

The proposed project includes construction of a new bus turn around, to be located near the northeast
corner of Beverly Boulevard and Rea Drive, immediately adjacent to (south of) Grant Rea Memorial
Park. The new bus turnaround would be constructed on land currently owned by the City of Montebello.
However, the bus turnaround would be constructed on a parcel of land located outside of the boundary of
Grant Rea Memorial Park, so no land from the park would be required, permanently or temporarily, to
implement the proposed bus turn around.

Access to and Use of Recreation Areas

During construction, traffic lanes along Beverly Boulevard and the bridge over the Rio Hondo Channel,
as well as all driveway access areas along the project boundaries, would be maintained open at all times.
Construction would require maintaining two traffic lanes open (one lane for each direction) on the bridge.
Access to and along Rea Drive, as well as the existing equestrian trail, bike path, and levee access roads
under the bridge, would be maintained during construction. As such, there would be no access
restrictions, during of after project construction, to any nearby publicly-owned park or recreation area.

In addition, the existing access ramp (located on the south side of the bridge) providing access from
Beverly Boulevard to the bike path (that runs parallel to the Rio Hondo Channel) may be modified and
reconstructed in the same general location it exists today. This reconstruction of the access ramp would
not affect or alter the actual bike path along the Rio Hondo Channel. Access to and along the existing
bicycle path would be maintained during construction. As such, there would be no access restrictions,
during of after project construction, to and along the bike path, as a result of the project.

Temporary, minor realignment (i.e., realign a few feet from the existing location) of the existing
equestrian trail and levee access road (used as a bicycle path) along the Rio Hondo Channel may be
required during construction of the new bridge piers [refer to Chapter 2.1.7 (Recreation) for more
information regarding the above-referenced recreational trails]. The equestrian trail and bicycle path
would be restored in their original locations to original or better condition when bridge construction
activities are completed. Ultimately, implementation of the proposed project would not result in a
restriction of access that would substantially diminish the utility of these recreational facilities. As such,
the project does not present the potential for a "use" of these recreational trail facilities, as defined by
Section 4(f) regulations.
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Chapter 5: Section 4(f) Resource Analysis

Wildlife or Waterfowl Refuges

There is no wildlife or waterfowl refuge within the vicinity of the proposed project. Rio Hondo Channel
is a drainage channel lined with concrete in the vicinity of the proposed project. A biological resources
survey was conducted as part of the environmental analysis. The survey identified no suitable waterfowl
habitat along the Rio Hondo Channel in the vicinity of the proposed project.

Historic Sites

A Historic Property Survey Report (HPSR), which includes an Archaeological Survey Report and a
Historic Resource Evaluation Report, was completed for the entire project area. The results of the HPSR
are summarized in Chapter 2.1.9 (Cultural Resources/Paleontological Resources) of this IS/EA. The
results of the HPSR identified a total of 22 properties within the Architectural Area of Potential Effect,
including the Beverly Boulevard Bridge and the Rio Hondo Channel. The HPSR also identified three
previously unrecorded historic archaeological sites within, or partially within, the Area of Direct Impact.
However, the final analysis indicates that none of the 25 identified historic properties are eligible for
inclusion on the National Register of Historic Places. As such, no significant historic resources would be
affected by the proposed project.

Proximity Impacts - Aesthetics

There would be no indirect aesthetic impacts to 4(f) resources in the vicinity of the project, as the project
would simply widen the existing roadway and replace the existing bridge, thereby maintaining the
existing visual character of the area. The locations of potential building modifications and demolitions
along Beverly Boulevard are not within the line of sight of existing 4(f) resources (which are located near
the bridge/Rio Hondo Channel area). Even so, the building modifications and demolitions that may occur
along Beverly Boulevard are not anticipated to have significant adverse effects on the visual character of
the project area. In summary, there would be no substantial, permanent proximity effects from aesthetics
upon 4(f) resources as a result of the proposed project.

Proximity Impacts - Noise

A Noise Analysis Report was prepared for this project, the results of which are summarized in Chapter
2.2.6 (Noise and Vibration) of this IS/EA. The findings of this study reveal that predicted future (With
Project) peak-noise-hour levels associated with the operation of the widened roadway and bridge would
not approach, equal, or exceed applicable NAC at Grant Rea Memorial Park or Rio Hondo Park.

Table 5-1 below indicates the current (measured) and predicted future (With Project) unabated traffic
noise levels at receptor site ST-5, in the vicinity of Rio Hondo Park, and receptor site ST-6, adjacent to
Grant Rea Memorial Park. Refer to Figure 2.2.6-2 (in Section 2.2.6, Noise and Vibration, of this
document) to view the location of receptor sites ST-5 and ST-6 in relation to Grant Rea Memorial Park
and Rio Hondo Park.
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Table 5-1. Predicted Future (Year 2025) Traffic Noise Impacts of Proposed Action Without
Abatement - Receptor Locations Near Section 4(f) Resources

Existing | Predicted
Peak-Noise-| Future Peak- Noise Noise Location
Hour Noise | Noise-Hour | Noise | Abatement |Increase (+) Impact Qualifies
Receiver |_ocation or Level, |Noise Level, [Abatement| Criterion, |or Decrease Type* for Noise
ID Jaddress Leqin), dBA | Leqy, dBA | Category | NAC (dBA) | (), dBA Abatement?
Backyard of 512
ST-6 | Forbes Avenue 56 59 B 67 +3 None No
Backyard of 8321
ST-5 |Culp Drive 57 59 B 67 +2 None No

* S = Substantial Increase (12 dBA or more).
* AJE = Approaches or Exceeds the NAC.

Grant Rea Memorial Park - Potential Noise Impacts

The location of receptor site ST-6 is the same distance away from the Beverly Boulevard project limits as
the southern end of Grant Rea Memorial Park, which is located immediately east of the ST-6
measurement location. As such, the noise measurement taken at receptor site ST-6 is indicative of noise
conditions at the southern end of Grant Rea Memorial Park. As noted in Table 5-1, the current peak-
noise-hour level at receptor site ST-6 is 56 dBA, while the projected future (year 2025) With Project
peak-noise-hour level at receptor site ST-6 would be 59 dBA. The current and future (With Project)
unabated peak-noise-hour levels at receptor site ST-6 (and Grant Rea Memorial Park) are well under the
noise abatement criteria threshold of 67 dBA. Therefore, there would be no adverse proximity noise
impacts to Grant Rea Memorial Park as a result of the proposed project.

The proposed bus turnaround area, to be located on the parcel of land to the immediate south of Grant Rea
Memorial Park (bounded by Beverly Boulevard and Rea Drive), would pose no potential for permanent
increases in noise levels at Grant Rea Memorial Park. Currently, transit buses are utilizing the Rea Drive
underpass and traveling along the Rea Drive loop road immediately adjacent to the southern fence line of
the park. The proposed closure of the Rea Drive underpass and construction of the bus turnaround area
would actually move bus operations several feet farther away (south) from the southern fence line
boundary of Grant Rea Memorial Park. As such, the bus turnaround does not have the potential to result
in increased noise levels at the park resulting from future bus operations.

Rio Hondo Park - Potential Noise Impacts

The location of receptor site ST-5 is closer to the Beverly Boulevard project limits as the northern end of
Rio Hondo Park, which is located approximately 250 feet south of the ST-5 measurement location. As
such, the noise measurement taken at receptor site ST-5 represents a very conservative indication of noise
conditions at the northern end of Rio Hondo Park. As noted in Table 5-1, the current peak-noise-hour
level at receptor site ST-5 is 57 dBA, while the projected future (year 2025) With Project peak-noise-hour
level at receptor site ST-5 would be 59 dBA. The current and future (With Project) unabated peak-noise-
hour levels at receptor site ST-5 (and Rio Hondo Park) are well under the noise abatement criteria
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threshold of 67 dBA. Therefore, there would be no adverse proximity noise impacts to Rio Hondo Park
as a result of the proposed project.

Equestrian Trail and Bike Path - Potential Noise Impacts

An existing equestrian trail and bike path both run along the west side of the Rio Hondo Channel in the
vicinity of the project, passing under the west end of the Beverly Boulevard bridge. Based upon existing
measured and future predicted (With Project) noise levels at receptor sites ST-5 and ST-6 (refer to Table
5-1 above), it is anticipated that traffic noise in year 2025 in the vicinity of the bridge would be 2 to 3
dBA higher than existing conditions during the peak-noise-hour. This increase would not represent a
substantial noise increase (defined as an increase of 12 dBA or more). Furthermore, the portions of the
equestrian trail and bike path immediately under and adjacent to the Beverly Boulevard bridge would be
occupied by people only during temporary, short durations, as the trail/path users pass by the bridge area.
As such, future (With Project) traffic noise would not have the potential to increase noise levels to the
extent that the use or utility of the equestrian trail or bike path would be substantially impaired or
diminished.

Construction Noise - Potential Impacts

There would be a temporary increase in noise levels in the vicinity of Section 4(f) resources (near the
Beverly Boulevard bridge) resulting from construction-related activities. However, these impacts would
be short-term in nature and would not substantially interfere with the use and enjoyment of Grant Rea
Memorial Park, Rio Hondo Park, the equestrian trail, or the bike path. Mitigation measures have been
developed as part of this project to minimize the effect of construction-related noise effects on
surrounding noise-sensitive receptors [refer to Chapter 2.2.6 (Noise and Vibration) for more information
regarding noise mitigation].

Conclusion Summary - Potential Noise Impacts

In summary, there would be no substantial, permanent proximity effects from noise upon 4(f) resources as
a result of the proposed project. Temporary, minor proximity effects related to construction noise may
occur during project construction, however, the specified noise mitigation measures would ensure that the
potential temporary construction noise disturbance would not impair the use or diminish the utility of
Section 4(f) resources.
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APPENDIX A: CEQA ENVIRONMENTAL SIGNIFICANCE CHECKLIST

This checklist identifies physical, biological, social and economic factors that may be affected by the

proposed project.
determinations associated with potential impacts as defined by CEQA guidelines.

The words "significant™ and "significance™ used in the checklist relate to impact
Note: Additional

information and analyses in support of the responses to this CEQA checklist are detailed within the
applicable sections of Chapter 2 of this document.

Potentially | Potentially Less Than No
Significant | Significant Significant | Impact
Impact Unless Impact
Mitigation
Incorporated
l. AESTHETICS.
Would the project:
a) Have a substantial adverse effect on a scenic vista? | O O O %}
b) Substantially damage scenic resources, including, | O O 4|
but not limited to trees, rock outcroppings, and
historic buildings within a state scenic highway?
c) Substantially degrade the existing visual character O O 4] O
or quality of the site and its surroundings?
d) Create a new source of substantial light or glare O O ] O
which would adversely affect day or nighttime
views in the area?

Explanation:

a) No Impact. Based upon a reconnaissance of the project site, there appear to be no scenic vistas along
the project alignment that would be impacted. The proposed project would maintain existing
transportation corridor uses within the project area.

b) No Impact. Beverly Boulevard is not a designated state scenic highway and there are no special
scenic features designated in the area.

c) Less Than Significant Impact. The project comprises the widening of an existing road within an

urban environment, and is not anticipated to degrade the existing quality or character of the site and
its surroundings. Temporary aesthetic impacts may occur during construction; however, it is
anticipated that the visual character and quality of the site and surroundings would be generally
improved after construction of the project. The improved visual character after project
implementation would result from a new roadway and bridge structure to replace deteriorated
facilities, the under-grounding of existing Edison overhead power lines and poles, and the installation
of landscaping treatments. The following mitigation measures are recommended to provide
assurances to the public that unpaved areas remaining after project construction would be
incorporated into a landscape plan:

Beverly Boulevard Phase 111 Widening - IS/EA
137




Appendix A: CEQA Checklist

d)

Mitigation Measures:

VA-1 The unpaved portions within the areas of the Rea Drive realignment, the bus turnaround
area on Rea Drive, and the bridge abutment areas, shall be designed and installed with
landscaping per the standards of the City of Montebello.

VA-2 Trees removed as a result of the street widening project shall be replaced in accordance

with an approved landscape plan to be developed in compliance with the standards

specified by the City of Montebello.

Less Than Significant Impact. Streetlights installed as part of the project would be comparable to
those currently in place. Project construction activities would typically occur during daylight hours
so no nighttime glare from construction lighting is anticipated. After construction, light and glare in
the project area would be similar to existing conditions.

Potentially | Potentially Less Than No
Significant | Significant Significant | Impact
Impact Unless Impact
Mitigation
Incorporated

1. AGRICULTURAL RESOURCES:

In determining whether impacts to agricultural resources are significant environmental effects, lead agencies may
refer to the California Agricultural Land Evaluation and Site Assessment Model (1997) Prepared by the California
Dept. of Conservation as an optional Model to use in assessing impacts on agriculture and farmland. Would the
project:

a) | Convert Prime Farmland, Unique Farmland, or O O | 4
Farmland of Statewide Importance (Farmland), as
shown on the maps prepared pursuant to the
Farmland Mapping and Monitoring Program of the
California Resources Agency, to non-agricultural

use?

b) | Conflict with existing zoning for agricultural use, or O O O ]
a Williamson Act contract?

c) | Involve other changes in the existing environment O O O 4]

which, due to their location or nature, could result
in conversion of Farmland, to non-agricultural use?

Explanation:

a) No Impact. There are no designated areas of Prime Farmland, Unique Farmland, or Farmland of
Statewide Importance in the project vicinity.

b) No Impact. The proposed project comprises the widening of an existing roadway and replacement of
an existing bridge within an urban environment. According to the City of Montebello Zoning Map
(1990 rev.), the Rio Hondo Channel area under the jurisdiction of the City of Montebello is zoned
Residential Agricultural (R-A), however, the Channel area is utilized exclusively for municipal
drainage use and no actual agricultural uses occur near the project area. It is not anticipated that any
of the existing zoned uses within the City of Montebello would change as a result of the proposed
project. There are no actual agricultural land uses in the project area, and therefore, no impacts would
occur.
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c)

No Impact. The proposed project comprises the widening of an existing roadway and replacement of
an existing bridge within an urban environment. No zoned agricultural areas or actual agricultural
land uses in the project area would be converted to another use as a result of the project; therefore, no
impacts would occur.

Potentially | Potentially Less Than No
Significant | Significant Significant | Impact
Impact Unless Impact
Mitigation
Incorporated

AIR QUALITY:

Where available, the significance criteria Established by the applicable air quality management or air pollution
control district may be relied upon to make the following determinations. Would the project:

a) | Conflict with or obstruct implementation of the O O O 4]

applicable air quality plan?

b) | Violate any air quality standards or contribute O O 4] O

substantially to an existing or projected air quality
standard?

c) | Resultin a cumulatively considerable net increase O O ] O

of any criteria pollutant for which the project region
is non-attainment under an applicable federal or
state ambient air quality standard (including
releasing emissions which exceed quantitative
thresholds for ozone precursors)?

d) | Expose sensitive receptors to substantial pollutant O O ] |

concentrations?

e) | Create objectionable odors affecting a substantial O O 4 |

number of people?

Explanation:

a) No Impact. The proposed project is subject to the air quality regulations of the South Coast Air
Quality Management District (SCAQMD). The project could affect the quantity and distribution of
local and regional mobile source emissions, but is not anticipated to conflict or obstruct the applicable
air quality plans.

b) Less Than Significant Impact. The proposed project will result in the addition of lanes to an existing
roadway to ease traffic congestion, improve level-of-service, and improve air quality.

c) Less Than Significant Impact. The project is located in a non-attainment area as specified in the
regional air quality management plan certified by the SCAQMD. The proposed project will result in
the addition of lanes to an existing roadway to ease traffic congestion, which would result in improve
level-of-service and improve local air quality.

d) Less Than Significant Impact. The proposed project has the potential to expose sensitive receptors

along the right-of-way to increases in pollutant concentrations during construction activities for the
short duration. Localized CO and PM10 concentrations resulting from the project construction and
operation are considered less than significant. Over the long term, air quality would be improved as a
result of less traffic congestion and improved level-of-service.
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e) Less Than Significant Impact. Construction activities include asphalt paving that could potentially
generate objectionable odors. Such odors, however, would be temporary (only during construction
activities), localized, and would not affect a substantial number of people.

The following mitigation measures would reduce potential project-related air quality impacts to a less
than significant level:

Mitigation Measures:

AQ-1 All active portions of the construction site shall be watered to prevent excessive amounts
of dust.

AQ-2 On-site vehicle speed on unpaved surfaces shall be limited to 15 mph.

AQ-3 All on-site areas within the construction zone shall be paved or landscaped as soon as
feasible, or watered periodically, or chemically stabilized.

AQ-4 All material excavated or graded shall be sufficiently watered to prevent excessive
amounts of dust. Watering, with complete coverage, shall occur at least twice daily,
preferably in the late morning and after work is done for the day.

AQ-5 All clearing, grading, earth moving, or excavation activities shall cease during periods of
high winds (i.e., greater than 25 mph averaged over one hour) or during Stage 1 or Stage
2 episodes.

AQ-6 All material transported off site shall be either sufficiently watered or securely covered to
prevent excessive amounts of dust.

AQ-7 The area disturbed by clearing, grading, earth moving, or excavation operations shall be
minimized at all times.

Potentially | Potentially Less Than No
Significant | Significant Significant | Impact
Impact Unless Impact
Mitigation
Incorporated
V. BIOLOGICAL RESOURCES.
Would the project:
a) | Have a substantial adverse effect, either directly or O O | 4
through habitat modifications, on any species
identified as a candidate, sensitive, or special status
species in local or regional plans, policies, or
regulations, or by the California Department of Fish
and Game or U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service?
b) | Have a substantial adverse effect on any riparian O O O %}
habitat or other sensitive natural community
identified in local or regional plans, policies,
regulations or by the California Department of Fish
and Game or US Fish and Wildlife Service?
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Potentially | Potentially Less Than No
Significant | Significant Significant | Impact
Impact Unless Impact
Mitigation
Incorporated
c) | Have a substantial adverse effect on federally O O A O
protected wetlands as defined by Section 404 of he
Clean Water Act (including, but not limited to,
marsh, vernal pool, coastal, etc.) through direct
removal, filling, hydrological interruption, or other
means?
d) | Interfere substantially with the movement of any O O 4 |
native resident or migratory fish or wildlife species
or with established native resident or migratory
wildlife corridors, or impede the use if native
wildlife nursery sites?
e) | Conflict with any local policies or ordinances O O 4] O
protecting biological resources, such as a tree
preservation policy or ordinance?
f) | Conflict with the provisions of an adopted Habitat O ™ O O
Conservation Plan, Natural Community
Conservation Plan, or other approved local,
regional, or state habitat conservation plan?
Explanation:
a) No Impact. Due to the urbanized nature of the project area, significant impacts to biological resources

b)

are not anticipated, and protocol surveys are assumed unnecessary. The only potential natural habitat
areas in the immediate vicinity of the project are two urban parks (Grant Rea Memorial Park and Rio
Hondo Park) and the Rio Hondo Channel, which is lined with concrete at the location of the Beverly
Boulevard bridge overcrossing. A field biological investigation was conducted in February 2003.
The investigation confirmed that there is no evidence of the presence of candidate, sensitive, or
special status species in the project vicinity, and the potential for such sensitive species to occur in the
project area is considered low, due to the lack of available suitable habitat (refer to Table 2.3.2-1).

No Impact. Due to the urbanized nature of the project area, significant impacts to biological
resources are not anticipated, and protocol surveys are assumed unnecessary. The only potential
natural habitat areas in the immediate vicinity of the project are two urban parks (Grant Rea
Memorial Park and Rio Hondo Park) and the Rio Hondo Channel. Rio Hondo Channel is lined with
concrete at the location of the Beverly Boulevard bridge overcrossing, so riparian habitat is not
present in the Channel at or near the location of the proposed project. A field biological investigation
was conducted in February 2003. The investigation confirmed that there is no evidence of the
presence of riparian habitat or sensitive natural communities in the project vicinity (refer to Table
2.3.2-1).

After the certification of the Final IS/EA for the proposed project [which will include the issuance of
a CEQA Mitigated Negative Declaration (MND) and a NEPA Finding of No Significant Impact
(FONSI)], and before construction begins, it is anticipated that a California Department of Fish and
Game (CDFG) Section 1601 Streambed Alteration Permit Agreement would be secured. Compliance
with the requirements of the permit would ensure that the project does not impose any significant
impacts to potential biological habitat along the Rio Hondo Channel.
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c)

Less Than Significant Impact. The bridge widening portion of the proposed project would include
work at the Rio Hondo Channel, which is lined with concrete at the location of the Beverly Boulevard
bridge overcrossing. A field biological investigation was conducted in February 2003. The
investigation confirmed that there is no evidence of the presence wetlands in the project vicinity.
After the certification of the Final IS/EA for the proposed project [which will include the issuance of
a CEQA Mitigated Negative Declaration (MND) and a NEPA Finding of No Significant Impact
(FONSI)], the following jurisdictional permits and approvals are anticipated before construction
begins:

e California Department of Fish and Game (CDFG): Section 1601 Streambed Alteration Permit
Agreement.

e Los Angeles Regional Watery Quality Control Board (RWQCB): California General
Construction Activities Storm Water Permit; General NPDES Permit Authorization for
Discharges of Groundwater to Surface Waters (if dewatering and/or water discharges are
required during construction in the Rio Hondo Channel); Section 401 Water Quality
Certification (if a Section 404 Permit is required from ACOE).

e U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (ACOE): Section 404 Nationwide Permit.

Compliance with the requirements of the above-listed permits and approvals would ensure that the
project does not impose any significant impacts on the Rio Hondo Channel.

d) Less Than Significant Impact. A field biological investigation was conducted in February 2003. The

investigation confirmed that there is no evidence of the presence of terrestrial migratory wildlife
corridors or wildlife nursery sites in the project vicinity. The only potential natural habitat areas in
the immediate vicinity of the project are two urban parks (Grant Rea Memorial Park and Rio Hondo
Park) and the Rio Hondo Channel, which is lined with concrete at the location of the Beverly
Boulevard bridge overcrossing. The proposed bridge widening would require construction work
within the Rio Hondo Channel. The support structures of the proposed new bridge over the Rio
Hondo Channel have been designed to ensure no significant alteration of water flow or carrying
capacity in the channel.

After the certification of the Final IS/EA for the proposed project [which will include the issuance of
a CEQA Mitigated Negative Declaration (MND) and a NEPA Finding of No Significant Impact
(FONSI)], and before construction begins, it is anticipated that a California Department of Fish and
Game (CDFG) Section 1601 Streambed Alteration Permit Agreement would be secured. Compliance
with the requirements of the permit would ensure that the project does not impose any significant
impacts to potential biological habitat along the Rio Hondo Channel.

Less Than Significant Impact. A field biological investigation was conducted in February 2003.
The investigation confirmed that there is no evidence of the presence of sensitive biological resources
in the project vicinity. The widening of Beverly Boulevard would require the removal and
replacement of approximately 76 trees along the roadway alignment. Most of the impacted trees are
located within the right-of-way of the existing sidewalks and maintained by the City of Montebello.
The project would include a landscape plan, in accordance with City of Montebello standards, to
ensure that tress removed to accommodate construction are replaced.

As specified in section I. Aesthetics of this CEQA checklist (and section 2.1.8 Visual/Aesthetics of
this document), the following Mitigation Measure would be applied to the project:
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Mitigation Measure:

VA-2 Trees removed as a result of the street widening project shall be replaced in accordance
with an approved landscape plan to be developed in compliance with the standards
specified by the City of Montebello.

f) Less Than Significant With Mitigation Incorporated. There is no local habitat conservation plan
applicable to the project area. The only potential natural habitat areas in the immediate vicinity of the
project are two urban parks (Grant Rea Memorial Park and Rio Hondo Park) and the Rio Hondo
Channel, which is lined with concrete at the location of the Beverly Boulevard bridge overcrossing.
Because the Rio Hondo Bridge is known to support nesting Cliff Swallows, a migratory bird, a pre-
construction survey and nest clearance conducted by a qualified biologist before the Cliff Swallow
breeding season (early to mid-February 1 through August 31) would eliminate the likelihood of
violations of the Migratory Bird Treaty Act.

Although the Rio Hondo Bridge is unlikely to support sensitive bats, judged on the lack of evidence
of bat guano beneath the bridge at the time of the February 2003 field survey, it is possible that bats
could occupy the bridge structure at different times of the year and/or occupy areas of the bridge
structure that were inaccessible during the survey. Mitigation has been designed to reduce potential
indirect or direct impacts on any sensitive bat species. This includes a qualified mammalogist
conducting a pre-construction survey of the Beverly Boulevard bridge structure over the Rio Hondo
Channel. If bats are identified within the Beverly Boulevard bridge, then as directed by a qualified
biologist, exclusionary devices will be placed over roost exits on the bridge structure to ensure that
the bats evacuate their roost location(s) and do not return to the location(s). Additionally, a qualified
biologist shall be consulted to assess the potential need (if any) for the provision of alternative bat
roost location(s) in the vicinity of the bridge during and after construction.

The following mitigation measures have been designed to reduce potential project-related impacts to
a less than significant level with respect to violations of the Migratory Bird Treaty Act and potential
impacts to any sensitive bat species:

Mitigation Measures:

B-1 Schedule demolition or construction activities outside the active bird breeding season,
normally March 1 through August 31, but as early as February 1 for raptors and Cliff
Swallows. This would also serve to protect any nursing colonies of bats that may utilize
the bridge structure. If it is not feasible to avoid demolition or construction activities
during the months of March through August, to reduce potential indirect impacts on
nesting migratory birds, sensitive raptors, or roosting bats, a pre-construction survey shall
be conducted by a qualified biologist to identify the location of nesting migratory birds
and sensitive raptors, and to verify that eggs are not present.

B-2 If demolition or construction activities are to begin during the breeding season, normally
March 1 through August 31, but as early as February 1 for raptors and Cliff Swallows, a
qualified biologist shall conduct weekly bird surveys starting thirty days prior to activities
in proximity to nesting habitat.

B-3  Avoid or cease demolition and construction activities within 300 feet of nesting
migratory birds (within 500 feet for raptors), until the young birds have fledged, as
determined by the project biologist.
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B-5

B-6

B-7

If demolition or construction within 300 feet of nesting sites for migratory birds (within
500 feet for raptors) cannot be avoided or scheduled outside of the nesting season, then as
directed by a qualified biologist, nesting deterrents will be implemented beginning by
January 15 and maintained through July 15 as necessary. Deterrents may include:

- Placing thick plastic sheeting (e.g. Visqueen) over soil substrate that may be used by
ground nesting birds, such as Killdeer.

- Placing reflective ribbon, random noise blasters (i.e., air-horn, audio tape) in select
areas where nearby human occupants would not be disturbed, perch blocks (i.e., nest
covers, tarps, rail spikes, fencing) on site structures to prevent birds from locating
nests or roosts in planned demolition and/or construction areas.

To reduce potential indirect or direct impacts on sensitive bat species, a pre-construction
survey of the Beverly Boulevard bridge structure over the Rio Hondo Channel shall be
conducted by a qualified mammalogist to identify the roosting locations of any sensitive
bat species.

If bats are identified within the Beverly Boulevard bridge structure over the Rio Hondo
Channel, then as directed by a qualified biologist, exclusionary devices will be placed
over roost exits on the bridge structure to ensure that the bats evacuate their roost
location(s) and do not return to the location(s). The specific type of exclusionary
device(s) to be used would be determined by a qualified biologist.

If bats are identified within the Beverly Boulevard bridge structure over the Rio Hondo
Channel, a qualified biologist will be consulted to assess the potential need (if any) for
the provision of alternative bat roost location(s) in the vicinity of the bridge during and
after construction. The County will follow the recommendations of the qualified
biologist in this matter.
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Potentially | Potentially Less Than No
Significant | Significant Significant | Impact
Impact Unless Impact
Mitigation
Incorporated
V. CULTURAL RESOURCES.
Would the project
a) | Cause a substantial adverse change in the O O ] O
significance of a historical resource as defined in §
15064.5?
b) | Cause a substantial adverse change in the O A O O
significance of an archaeological resource pursuant
to § 15064.5?
c) | Directly or indirectly destroy a unique O O 4 O
paleontological resource or site or unique geologic
feature?
d) | Disturb any human remains, including those O O 4 |
interred outside of formal cemeteries?

Explanation:

a) Less Than Significant Impact. The additional right-of-way needed to accommodate the widening of
Beverly Boulevard would require the modification or removal existing buildings, some of which are
45 years old or older (the criteria age at which a building must be evaluated as a potential historic
resource). The project also includes replacement of the Beverly Boulevard bridge over the Rio
Hondo Channel, which was constructed in 1952. As such, the bridge is over 45 years of age and was
evaluated as a potential historic resource.

Twenty-two properties within the Architectural APE were determined to be of historic age
(constructed in 1957 or before), including the Beverly Boulevard Bridge, the Rio Hondo Channel, and
20 properties located along Beverly Boulevard or on parcels adjacent to Beverly Boulevard. The
subject properties were formally evaluated for eligibility for inclusion on the NRHP and CRHR and
do not appear to be eligible for inclusion on the NRHP or CRHR, nor are they considered historical
resources for the purposes of CEQA. Thus, these ineligible properties are not considered to be
historic properties under NHPA.

b) Less Than Significant With Mitigation Incorporated. The proposed project may potentially affect
archaeological resources due to ground disturbance and excavation during project construction. The
topography of the project site is relatively flat and deep ground excavation is not expected in most
project areas, with the exception of areas directly beneath the proposed new bridge within and
adjacent to Rio Hondo Channel. Deeper ground excavation is expected to occur in the vicinity of the
Rio Hondo Channel in order to remove and replace the support structures (piles) for the bridge.

URS conducted an archaeological survey of the project APE for archeological resources. Three
historic archaeological sites were identified, recorded, and assigned temporary numbers in the field
(RH1, RH2, and RH3). All three sites are located in the vicinity of the Beverly Boulevard bridge
over the Rio Hondo Channel. Two of the sites (RH1 and RH3) are located within the APE; however,
site RH2 is located adjacent to but outside the APE and will not be affected by the Project. A
summary of findings at each site is provided below.
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Site RH1. Preliminary investigation of the site revealed the presence of historically aged
archaeological deposits on the surface. Subsequent, in depth, Extended Phase | (XPI) testing was
performed to investigate subsurface areas of site RHI. The XPI testing revealed that site RH1 does
not contain primary, intact deposits within the project Area of Direct Impact (ADI). Based upon the
results of archaeological test excavation, the portions of site RH1 that lie within the ADI appear to be
secondary fill deposits (possibly imported from another location during one of several construction
projects completed in the immediate vicinity). The results of the XPI study indicated that the portion
of site RH1 within the project ADI is so disturbed that it does not have the potential to contribute to
eligibility (to the NRHP or CRHR) for the site as a whole. Although the entire site has not been
formally evaluated for CRHR or NRHP eligibility, impacts to the portions of the site within the ADI
do not require further consideration, as this portion of the site would not be considered “important” or
“unique” under CEQA Sections 15064.5 and 15126.4.

Site RH2. Preliminary investigation of the site revealed the presence of historically aged
archaeological deposits on the surface. It was determined that site RH2 is located adjacent to but
outside the project APE and will not be affected by the Project. It is expected that project
construction ground disturbance activities would not encroach upon this site and no further
investigation was performed.

Site RH3. Preliminary investigation of the site revealed the presence of historically aged
archaeological deposits on the surface. Subsequent, in depth, XPI testing was performed to
investigate subsurface areas of site RH3. The XPI testing did not detect evidence of any subsurface
deposits at site RH3. Although this site has not been formally evaluated for CRHR or NRHP
eligibility, testing results suggest that this site would not be considered potentially eligible for
inclusion on either register, nor would it be considered “important” or “unique” under CEQA
Sections 15064.5 and 15126.4.

Unknown Resources. In addition to known cultural resources, it is important to note that unrecorded
archaeological resources can exist beneath the ground surface at any location. Such unknown
resources could potentially be impacted during the course of grading, excavation, or other ground
disturbing construction activity.

Although the study findings indicate that none of the identifies archaeological deposit sites would be
considered a "significant™ cultural resource, the potential exists for archaeological resources to occur
in the project ADI. The following mitigation measures would reduce potential project impacts to
archaeological resources to a less than significant level:

Mitigation Measures:

C-1:  All earth-moving construction activity within 50 feet of the boundaries of sites RH1 and
RH3 will be monitored by a professional archaeologist. This monitoring will be full-time
(i.e., the archaeological monitor will be present whenever any earth-moving activity is
conducted). Earth-moving activity includes: surface vegetation clearing, “grubbing,”
grading, trenching, boring, auguring, excavation, and any other activity involving work
which extends beneath the existing ground surface. The archaeological monitor will be
provided with updated construction schedules, at least one week in advance, throughout
the duration of the project. The archaeological monitor will have the authority to halt
construction, if necessary, to investigate any potentially significant deposits unearthed
during excavation in the vicinity of sites RH1 and RH3.
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C-3

C-4:

The portions of site RH1 that lie outside the project ADI will be demarcated as
“Environmentally Sensitive Areas” (ESAs), in order to ensure their avoidance. High-
visibility plastic construction fencing will be used to prohibit access to these areas. Signs
denoting the areas as ESAs will be attached to the fencing. The ESAs will be defined
prior to construction and depicted on all construction drawings and plans. All
construction personnel will be instructed to avoid these areas, and to contact the
archaeological monitor if any unanticipated work is required within the ESAs. Site RH3
will be protected as an ESA in the same manner.

The archaeological monitor will conduct on-site cultural resources sensitivity training
(crew education) to all workers performing ground disturbance activities at locations in or
within 50 feet of sites RH1, RH3, and the Rio Hondo Channel. Prior to the beginning of
earth moving construction activities (including initial grading and vegetation removal),
all construction personnel (including management) shall be informed of the cultural
resource values involved and of the regulatory protections afforded those resources. The
construction personnel shall also be informed of procedures relating to the discovery of
unanticipated cultural resources (as outlined below). They shall be cautioned not to
collect artifacts, and asked to inform a construction supervisor and the onsite
archaeological monitor in the event that cultural remains are discovered during the course
of construction. The onsite archaeological monitor shall administer supplemental
briefings to all new construction personnel who may perform ground disturbance
activities at locations in or within 50 feet of sites RH1, RH3, and the Rio Hondo Channel,
prior to their commencement of ground disturbance construction activities.

In the event archaeological resources are unearthed during excavation activities
associated with the project, work shall be stopped immediately, and the discovery shall
be evaluated by a qualified archaeologist, pursuant to the procedures set forth at CEQA
Section 15064.5.

c) Less Than Significant Impact. There is no evidence of paleontological resources or unique geologic
features in the project area. However, the proposed project may potentially affect unknown
paleontological resources due to ground disturbance and excavation during project construction. The
topography of the project site is relatively flat, so deep ground excavation is not expected in most
project areas, with the exception of areas directly beneath the proposed new bridge within and
adjacent to Rio Hondo Channel. Deeper ground excavation is expected to occur in the vicinity of the
Rio Hondo Channel in order to remove and replace the support structures (piles) for the bridge.
There is no evidence that construction of the project would destroy a unique geologic feature.
Although potential project impacts to paleontological resources are anticipated to be less than
significant, the following mitigation would be implemented:

Mitigation Measure:

C-6:

Paleontological resources have not been identified within the project APE; however, if
fossilized shells, plants or bones are discovered during construction of the project, work
shall be suspended in the immediate vicinity of the finds, and the potential significance of
the resource shall be evaluated by a qualified specialist.

d) Less Than Significant Impact. There is no evidence that the project is located in an area likely to
produce human remains. However, the project would involve ground disturbance and excavation
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during construction. Although potential project impacts to human remains are anticipated to be less
than significant, the following mitigation would be implemented:

Mitigation Measure:
C-5:

If human skeletal remains are found at the project site during earth moving activities such

as grading or trenching, work shall be suspended and the Los Angeles County Coroner’s
Office shall be notified. Standard guidelines set by California law provides for the
treatment of skeletal material of Native American origin (California Public Resources
Code, Sections 5097.98 et seq.; Health and Safety Code, Section 7050.5 and others).
Procedures to be employed in the treatment of human remains are found in “A
Professional Guide for the Preservation and Protection of Native American Human
Remains and Associated Grave Goods,” published by the California Native American

Heritage Commission.

Potentially
Significant
Impact

Potentially
Significant
Unless
Mitigation
Incorporated

Less Than
Significant
Impact

No
Impact

VI.

GEOLOGY AND SOILS.

Would the project:

a)

Expose people or structures to potential substantial
adverse effects, including the risk of loss, or injury,
or death involving:

i. Rupture of a known earthquake fault, as
delineated on the most recent Alquist-Priolo
Earthquake Fault Zoning Map issued by the State
Geologist for the area or based on other substantial
evidence of a known fault? Refer to Division of
Mines and Geology Special Publication 42.

ii. Strong seismic ground shaking?

O

=

iii. Seismic-related ground failure, including
liquefaction?

iv. Landslides?

=

b)

Result in substantial soil erosion or loss of topsoil?

O

O

&~

|

Be located on a geologic unit or soil that is unstable,
or that would become unstable as a result of the
project, and potentially result in on- or off-site
landslide, lateral spreading, subsidence,
liquefaction, or collapse?

d)

Be located on expansive soil, as defined in Table
18-1-B of the Uniform Building Code (1994),
creating substantial risks to life or property?

e)

Have soils incapable of adequately supporting the
use of septic tanks or alternative waste disposal
systems where sewers are not available for the

disposal of wastewater?
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Explanation:

a.i)

a.ii)

a.iii)

a.iv)

Less Than Significant Impact. The project is located within an earthquake-prone region;
however, there are no known active faults present within the limits of the City of Montebello.
The primary seismic hazard affecting the project is the Whittier Fault Zone located approximately
one mile west of the project limits. However, impacts to people or structures resulting from
project implementation would be considered less than significant, due primarily to the fact that no
housing or commercial building structures are proposed as part of the project.

The proposed widened roadway and new bridge will be designed in compliance with improved,
modern seismic safety standards. It is expected that the new Beverly Boulevard bridge would be
a generally safer structure than the current bridge with respect to stability during an earthquake
event.

Less Than Significant Impact. The project is located within an earthquake-prone region;
however, there are no known active faults present within the limits of the City of Montebello. A
major earthquake on the Newport-Inglewood, Sierra Madre, or the Whittier Faults poses seismic
risk in the project area. A great earthquake of nearly 8.0 magnitude on the more distant San
Andreas Fault would also result in strong ground shaking at the project site. The project would
be designed and constructed in accordance with modern standards and specifications for seismic
safety. It is anticipated that, although the new, widened bridge structure could potentially
accommodate more vehicles and people at one time, the new bridge structure itself would be an
improved design with respect to seismic safety than the existing bridge structure. The project
involves modification of existing transportation facilities and does not include new buildings that
would be occupied by people. As such, no new or additional exposure (beyond existing
conditions) of people to seismic hazards would result from the project.

Less Than Significant Impact. According to the State of California Seismic Hazard Zones El
Monte Quadrangle Official Map (released 3/25/99), the project area to the east of Rea Drive
(which includes the proposed new bridge over Rio Hondo Channel and the limits of the bridge
work on the east of the channel) lies within an area that has the potential for liquefaction to occur.
The County of Los Angeles Department of Public Works conducted a soils investigation in the
immediate vicinity of the proposed Beverly Boulevard bridge replacement. The soils analysis
and report concluded that the potential for liquefaction is high between elevations 167 and 177
feet above mean sea level in the vicinity of Piers 2 and 3 of the bridge. The soils report provided
recommendations for deeper embedment of Piers 2 and 3 in the bridge design compensate for
additional down-drag forces due to liquefaction. The soils report concluded that the proposed
bridge replacement is feasible from a geotechnical standpoint.

The widened roadway and new bridge will be designed in compliance with improved, modern
seismic safety standards. The bridge piles (support structures) have been appropriately designed
per soil engineering standards in the project plans so that liquefaction risk is minimal to the
project. It is expected that the new Beverly Boulevard bridge would be a generally safer structure
than the current bridge with respect to stability during an earthquake event.

Less Than Significant Impact. The topography of the immediate project vicinity is relatively flat
and paved. According to the State of California Seismic Hazard Zones EI Monte Quadrangle
Official Map (released 3/25/99), there are hillsides with landslide potential areas located
approximately one mile north of the project area. The potential for landslides from these hills
impacting the project area is considered less than significant due to their remote distance and the
prevalence of physical barriers between the hillsides and the project area.
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b)

d)

Less Than Significant Impact. The majority of the proposed project area is paved or covered over
with impermeable material. The proposed project includes the widening of a paved street into
existing paved sidewalk and building areas. As such, the proposed project (after construction) would
not result in exposed topsoil that could be subject to erosion.

The topography of the project site is relatively flat, so deep ground excavation during construction is
not expected in most project areas, with the exception of areas directly beneath the proposed new
bridge within and adjacent to Rio Hondo Channel. Deeper ground excavation is expected to occur in
the vicinity of the Channel in order to remove and replace the support structures (piles) for the bridge.
However, it is expected that the majority of excavated soil would be replaced and paved over at the
site after the piles and new paved surfaces are installed. As such, construction and operation of the
proposed project will not result in substantial soil erosion or loss of topsoil.

Less Than Significant Impact. There is minimal risk of impacts from unstable geologic conditions
along the portion of Beverly Boulevard to be widened between Montebello Boulevard and Rea Drive.
The ground failure hazards resulting from differential settling, liquefaction, natural landslides, and
subsidence are considered limited in the City of Montebello. Ground displacement (the rupturing of
ground along a fault) is not considered a major hazard because there are no known active faults
present within the limits of the City of Montebello. The project itself would not cause any existing
geologic unit or soil to become unstable.

The bridge replacement portion of the project is located within a liquefaction potential zone.
However, the widened roadway and new bridge will be designed in compliance with improved,
modern seismic safety standards. The proposed new bridge design incorporates pile (support)
structures specifically suited for the liquefaction-potential soil within which they would located. As
such, it is expected that the new Beverly Boulevard bridge would be a generally safer structure than
the current bridge with respect to stability during an earthquake or liquefaction hazard event.

No Impact. The soil investigation report completed by the County of Los Angeles Department of
Public Works concluded that the subsurface soils in the vicinity of the Beverly Boulevard bridge over
Rio Hondo Channel "consist predominantly of silt and clean sands with some gravel and cobbles, in a
medium dense to very dense condition.” As such, the bridge is not located on expansive soils. The
specific soil types along the alignment of the remainder of the Beverly Boulevard project area are
non-expansive alluvium. The roadway-widening project itself would not create substantial risks to
life and property.

No Impact. The proposed project does not involve the use of septic tanks or alternative wastewater
disposal systems.
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Potentially
Significant
Impact

Potentially
Significant
Unless

Less Than
Significant
Impact

No
Impact

Mitigation
Incorporated

VII. HAZARDS AND HAZARDOUS MATERIALS.
Would the project:

a) | Create a significant hazard to the public or the O O 4] O
environment through the routine transport, use, or
disposal of hazardous materials?

b) | Create a significant hazard to the public or the O O 4] O
environment through reasonably foreseeable upset
and accident conditions involving the release of
hazardous materials into the environment?

c) | Emit hazardous emissions or handle hazardous or O O ] O
acutely hazardous materials, substances, or waste
within one-quarter mile of an existing or proposed
school?

d) | Be located on a site which is included on a list of O O ] O
hazardous materials sites Compiled pursuant to
Government Code Section 65962.5 and, as a result,
would it create a significant hazard to the public or
the environment?

e) | For a project located within an airport land use plan, O | | 4
or, where such a plan has not been adopted, within
two miles of a public use airport, would the project
result in a safety hazard for people residing or
working in the project area?

f) | For a project within the vicinity of a private airstrip, O O O 4]
would the project result in safety hazard for people
residing or working in the project area?

g) | Impair implementation of or physically interfere O O 4] O
with an adopted emergency plan or emergency
evacuation plan?

h) | Expose people or structures to a significant risk of O O O ]
loss, injury or death involving wildland fires,
including where wildlands are adjacent to urbanized
areas or where residences are intermixed with
wildlands?

Explanation:

a) Less Than Significant Impact. The project would allow for an increase in traffic capacity along
Beverly Boulevard, but would not create a significant hazard to the public or the environment. After
construction, the project would not cause additional transport of hazardous materials above existing
levels. If hazardous materials are needed for selected construction activities, their use would be short-
term in nature and regulated to ensure safety. Any transport of hazardous materials necessary for
project construction would comply with applicable DOT regulations.
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b) Less Than Significant Impact. The project would create no foreseeable upset or accident conditions

involving the release of hazardous materials into the environment. A project health and safety plan
would be implemented during construction to minimize potential hazards to construction workers
associated with grading and soil excavation activities.

Less Than Significant Impact. Local schools in the project vicinity include Fremont Elementary
School (located at 200 W. Montebello Avenue, approximately one-quarter mile south of Beverly
Boulevard), and the Armenian Mesrobian Elementary and High School (in Pico Rivera,
approximately one-quarter mile south of Beverly Boulevard). Hazardous materials, substances, or
waste would be transported and routed in accordance with applicable DOT regulations to ensure the
safety of adjacent schools and other land uses.

The following mitigation measures are advised to ensure the recommendations noted in the
Hazardous Materials Survey are addressed prior to project construction:

Mitigation Measures:

HZ-1 Prior to any renovation or demolition activities, a certified asbestos consultant shall
conduct an asbestos survey. If any asbestos is found in structures to be modified or
demolished, a state-licensed abatement contractor shall remove any asbestos-containing
materials prior to the start of the structural modification or demolition work.

HZ-2 A lead survey shall be conducted by a qualified lead investigation consultant on each
structure prior to scheduled demolition or renovation. Any lead-contaminated surfaces
shall be treated, as determined by the consultant's report, during demolition or renovation,
so that dust and fumes do not present hazards to workers or children in the area.

HZ-3 The contents of identified 55-gallon drums on site shall be characterized and removed
from the site by a licensed hauler.

HZ-8 Any affected lead-based roadway pavement markings (e.g., yellow and thermoplastic
markings) should be collected, tested, and disposed of according to applicable State and
Federal regulations.

HZ-9 Areas of exposed soil affected by project construction should be tested for Aerially
Deposited Lead contamination prior to earthmoving activities. If detected, Aerially
Deposited Lead contaminated soils should be collected, tested, transported, and disposed
of in accordance with applicable State and Federal regulations.

HZ-10 Existing timber supports of the Beverly Boulevard Bridge over the Rio Hondo Channel
are coated with creosote. All creosote-coated timber supports removed during demolition
of the existing bridge shall be classified as hazardous material. The creosote-coated
timber shall be handled and disposed of in accordance with applicable State and Federal
regulations.

d) Less Than Significant Impact. A Hazardous Materials Survey was completed as part of the

environmental analysis. The Hazardous Materials Survey included a field investigation of selected
properties (summarized in Table 2.2.4-2 above) which identified hazardous materials and wastes
expected to be present or generated at facilities that may be physically modified or disturbed by the
proposed project. The Hazardous Materials Survey also included a hazardous materials database
search, summarized in Table 2.2.4-3 above.
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f)
9)

Several facilities along the subject property were listed on various agency-generated databases. Some
of the former gasoline service stations were listed as Leaking Underground Storage Tank sites;
however, all but one of the cases were listed as soil contamination only and the cases are closed,
indicating that the agencies are satisfied with the cleanup. The one case that presented a release to
groundwater (a former Chevron station at 200 East Beverly Boulevard) is also closed. Based on a
review of files maintained by the California Regional Water Quality Control Board, Los Angeles
Region, groundwater contamination was either not detected or did not exceed action levels for
petroleum hydrocarbons. As mentioned, the case is closed and no further action appears warranted.

Other than the closed leaking tank sites, the database search indicates that no locations within the
project site are listed on the environmental regulatory databases reviewed. This implies that current
hazardous material/substance concerns do not exist within the project site. Several sites within the
ASTM-indicated search radii (i.e., outside of the direct project site, but near the project area) are
listed on the database search. However, based upon the regulatory status or distance from the project
area relative to groundwater flow in the area, the potential for those sites to have created a recognized
environmental condition within the project site is low.

If future site investigation activities (prior to and during construction) identify potential hazardous
materials sites within the project construction ground disturbance limits, special precautions and
remediation (if necessary) of the hazardous material will take place to ensure no risk to construction
workers or to the public or environment would occur.

Hazards and Hazardous Materials Mitigation Measures:

HZ-4 Depending upon the project design alternative selected and other logistical
considerations, the building located at 106 West Beverly Boulevard (located between 100
and 108 West Beverly Boulevard) may ultimately be acquired and demolished as a result
of the project's right-of-way needs. There is a possibility that subsurface contamination
from two business located near 106 West Beverly Boulevard may have migrated below
the 106 Beverly Boulevard building. If 106 West Beverly Boulevard is ultimately
acquired and slated for demolition, a subsurface investigation shall be conducted to
determine whether or not contamination is present prior to demolition.

HZ-5 A subsurface investigation shall be conducted at 269 East Beverly Boulevard (currently
Pio’s Liquor) to evaluate the potential that contaminants may be present in the soil prior
to possible demolition or street work.

HZ-6 There is a potential for asbestos and lead-based paint to exist at 228 East Beverly
Boulevard (Unigue Floral) given the age of the structure. The owner/operator should be
questioned about the use of pesticides to determine whether that would represent a
recognized environmental condition at the site.

HZ-7 A subsurface investigation should be undertaken if stained or odorous soils are
encountered during project activities at the former gas station properties identified at 116,
117, 200, 201, and 712 East Beverly Boulevard.
No Impact. The project is not located within two miles of an airport or airport land use plan.

No Impact. The project is not located within the vicinity of a private airstrip.

Less Than Significant Impact. The project would improve roadway capacity along Beverly
Boulevard. Temporary increases in traffic congestion would occur along Beverly Boulevard and
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h)

adjacent cross streets occur during construction of the project. A Traffic Management Plan (TMP)
would be adopted and implemented prior to and during construction to ensure that Beverly Boulevard
and the bridge over Rio Hondo Channel would be maintained open to traffic during project

construction.

The TMP would ensure that emergency access routes would be maintained during

project construction to ensure public safety (for example, access to Beverly Hospital). As such, the
project would not significantly interfere with an adopted emergency response plan or emergency

evacuation plan.

No Impact. The proposed project is located in an urbanized environment, not located immediately
adjacent to wildlands, and therefore would not expose people or structures to loss, injury, or death

associated with wildland fires.

Potentially
Significant
Impact

Potentially
Significant
Unless
Mitigation
Incorporated

Less Than
Significant
Impact

No
Impact

VII.

HYDROLOGY AND WATER QUALITY. Would

the project:

Violate any water quality standards or waste
discharge requirements?

O

O

b)

Substantially deplete groundwater supplies or
interfere substantially with groundwater recharge
such that there would be a net deficit in aquifer
volume or a lowering of the local groundwater table
level (e.g., the production rate of pre-existing
nearby wells would drop to a level which would not
support existing land uses or planned uses for which
permits have been granted)?

O

O

Substantially alter the existing drainage pattern of
the site or area, including through the alteration of
the course of a stream or river, in a manner which
would result in substantial erosion or siltation on- or
off-site?

d)

Substantially alter the existing drainage pattern of
the site or area, including through the alteration of
the course of a stream or river, or substantially
increase the rate or amount of surface runoff in a
manner which would result in flooding on- or off-
site?

Create or contribute runoff water which would
exceed the capacity of existing or planned
stormwater drainage systems or provide substantial
additional sources of polluted runoff?

f)

Otherwise substantially degrade water quality?

|

9)

Place housing within a 100-year flood hazard area
as mapped on a federal Flood Hazard Boundary or
Flood Insurance Rate Map or other flood hazard
delineation map?
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Potentially
Significant
Impact

Potentially
Significant
Unless

Less Than
Significant
Impact

No
Impact

Mitigation
Incorporated

VII.

HYDROLOGY AND WATER QUALITY. Would the project:

h)

Place within a 100-year flood hazard area structures O O

which would impede or redirect flood flows?

Expose people or structures to a significant risk of O O
loss, injury or death involving flooding, including

flooding as a result of the failure if a levee or dam?

)

Inundation by seiche, tsunami, or mudflow?

Explanation:

a)

b)

Less Than Significant Impact. Due to the predominance of existing paved surfaces along the
Beverly Boulevard, the proposed project would not substantially increase the amount of impervious
surfaces. The project would incorporate standard best management practices (BMPs) during
construction along the roadway and over/in the Rio Hondo Channel to minimize potential impacts to
water quality.

After the certification of the Final IS/EA for the proposed project [which will include the issuance of
a CEQA Mitigated Negative Declaration (MND) and a NEPA Finding of No Significant Impact
(FONSI)], the following jurisdictional permits and approvals are anticipated from water/waterway
regulatory agencies before construction begins:

e Los Angeles Regional Watery Quality Control Board (RWQCB): California General
Construction Activities Storm Water Permit; General NPDES Permit Authorization for
Discharges of Groundwater to Surface Waters (if dewatering and/or water discharges are
required during construction in the Rio Hondo Channel); Section 401 Water Quality
Certification (if a Section 404 Permit is required from ACOE).

e U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (ACOE): Section 404 Nationwide Permit.

The requirements of the permits and the implementation of BMPs during construction would ensure
that no significant water quality or water discharge impacts would occur as a result of the project.

No Impact. The proposed project would not directly or indirectly deplete groundwater supplies or
recharge. The existing project site is covered predominantly with impermeable materials. As such,
the proposed project would not substantially alter the amount of impervious surfaces in a manner that
would affect ground water recharge. The project would not alter the storage function of the Rio
Hondo Spreading Basins, located along the Rio Hondo Channel in the project area.

Less Than Significant Impact. The proposed project would not substantially alter existing drainage
patterns, nor result in substantial erosion or siltation, as the existing project vicinity is covered
predominantly with impermeable surfaces. As such, the proposed project would not substantially
alter the amount of impervious surfaces. The design of the new bridge over Rio Hondo Channel
would not alter the existing course of the concrete-lined channel. The project would incorporate
standard best management practices (BMPs) during construction along the roadway and over/in the
Rio Hondo Channel to minimize potential impacts to water quality resulting from site erosion and
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d)

siltation. The BMPs would incorporate control measures to prevent runoff from entering offsite areas
during construction.

After the certification of the Final IS/EA for the proposed project [which will include the issuance of
a CEQA Mitigated Negative Declaration (MND) and a NEPA Finding of No Significant Impact
(FONSI)], the following jurisdictional permits and approvals are anticipated from water/waterway
regulatory agencies before construction begins:

e Los Angeles Regional Watery Quality Control Board (RWQCB): California General
Construction Activities Storm Water Permit; General NPDES Permit Authorization for
Discharges of Groundwater to Surface Waters (if dewatering and/or water discharges are
required during construction in the Rio Hondo Channel); Section 401 Water Quality
Certification (if a Section 404 Permit is required from ACOE).

e U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (ACOE): Section 404 Nationwide Permit.

The requirements of the permits and the implementation of BMPs during construction would ensure
that no significant erosion or siltation impacts would occur as a result of the project.

Less Than Significant Impact. The proposed project would not substantially alter existing drainage
patterns, nor result in substantial increase in the rate or amount of surface runoff, as the existing
project vicinity is covered predominantly with impermeable surfaces. As such, the proposed project
would not substantially alter the amount of impervious surfaces in a manner that would increase
surface runoff or induce flooding on- or off-site. The proposed new Beverly Boulevard bridge over
the Rio Hondo Channel has been designed so that no alteration of the existing course of the concrete-
lined channel would be required. The support structures of the proposed new bridge have been
designed to ensure that no significant alteration of flow rates or carrying capacity within the Rio
Hondo Channel would occur.

The project would incorporate standard best management practices (BMPs) during construction along
the roadway and over/in the Rio Hondo Channel to control surface runoff and prevent runoff from
entering offsite areas during construction.

After the certification of the Final IS/EA for the proposed project [which will include the issuance of
a CEQA Mitigated Negative Declaration (MND) and a NEPA Finding of No Significant Impact
(FONSI)], the following jurisdictional permits and approvals are anticipated from water/waterway
regulatory agencies before construction begins:

e Los Angeles Regional Watery Quality Control Board (RWQCB): California General
Construction Activities Storm Water Permit; General NPDES Permit Authorization for
Discharges of Groundwater to Surface Waters (if dewatering and/or water discharges are
required during construction in the Rio Hondo Channel); Section 401 Water Quality
Certification (if a Section 404 Permit is required from ACOE).

e U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (ACOE): Section 404 Nationwide Permit.

The requirements of the permits and the implementation of BMPs during construction would ensure
that no significant surface runoff or flooding impacts would occur as a result of the project.

Less Than Significant Impact. The project would not substantially alter existing drainage patterns,
nor result in substantial increase in the rate or amount of surface runoff, as the existing project
vicinity is covered predominantly with impermeable surfaces. As such, the proposed project would

Beverly Boulevard Phase 111 Widening - IS/EA
156



Appendix A: CEQA Checklist

f)

9)

h)

),

not substantially alter the amount of impervious surfaces in a manner that would increase surface
runoff. The project would include new stormdrain improvements as part of the widened roadway.
These improvements would include new catchbasins and tie-ins to existing lines. The project would
not substantially increase sources of polluted runoff.

The project would incorporate standard best management practices (BMPs) during construction along
the roadway and over/in the Rio Hondo Channel to control surface runoff.

Less Than Significant Impact. The proposed project would incorporate best management practices
during construction along the roadway and over the Rio Hondo Channel to minimize potential
impacts to water quality.

After the certification of the Final IS/EA for the proposed project [which will include the issuance of
a CEQA Mitigated Negative Declaration (MND) and a NEPA Finding of No Significant Impact
(FONSI)], the following jurisdictional permits and approvals are anticipated from water/waterway
regulatory agencies before construction begins:

e Los Angeles Regional Watery Quality Control Board (RWQCB): California General
Construction Activities Storm Water Permit; General NPDES Permit Authorization for
Discharges of Groundwater to Surface Waters (if dewatering and/or water discharges are
required during construction in the Rio Hondo Channel); Section 401 Water Quality
Certification (if a Section 404 Permit is required from ACOE).

e U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (ACOE): Section 404 Nationwide Permit.

The requirements of the permits and the implementation of BMPs during construction would ensure
that no significant water quality impacts would occur as a result of the project.

No Impact. According to FEMA Q3 Flood Data, the portion of the Rio Hondo Channel at the
location of the Beverly Boulevard bridge crossing is not within a 100-year flood hazard area. No
housing is proposed as part of the project.

Less Than Significant Impact. According to FEMA Q3 Flood Data, the portion of the Rio Hondo
Channel at the location of the Beverly Boulevard bridge crossing is not within a 100-year flood
hazard area. However, a 100-year flood hazard area occurs along the Rio Hondo Channel
approximately 1/2 mile north of the Beverly Boulevard bridge crossing. The proposed new Beverly
Boulevard bridge over the Rio Hondo Channel has been designed so that no alteration of the existing
course of the concrete-lined channel would be required. The support structures of the proposed new
bridge have been designed to ensure that no significant alteration of flow rates or carrying capacity
within the Rio Hondo Channel would occur.

No Impact. The proposed project would not significantly increase the potential risk for flooding in
the project area because it would not alter the existing drainage capacity or system. No new buildings
to be occupied by people would be constructed as part of the project, and the project area is not within
a flood hazard zone that would be impacted as a result of a failed levee or dam.

No Impact. There is no risk of seiche or tsunami in the project area. The proposed project would not
significantly increase the potential risk to people or structures of inundation by mudflow, as no new
buildings to be occupied by people would be constructed as part of the project.
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Potentially | Potentially Less Than No
Significant | Significant Significant | Impact
Impact Unless Impact
Mitigation
Incorporated

VIIl. LAND USE AND PLANNING. Would the project:

a) | Physically divide an established community? O O O 4]

b) | Conflict with any applicable land use plan, policy, O O ] O

or regulation of an agency with jurisdiction over the
project (including but not limited to the general
plan, specific plan, local coastal program, or zoning
ordinance) adopted for the purpose of avoiding or
mitigating an environmental effect?

c) | Conflict with any applicable habitat conservation O O | 4

plan or natural community conservation plan?

Explanation:

a) No Impact. The proposed project would maintain the existing transportation use of the project site
and would not result in the physical division of an established community.

b) Less Than Significant Impact. The proposed project comprises the widening of an existing roadway

and replacement of an existing bridge within an urban environment. The proposed project is
consistent with the land use plans, policies, and regulations specified by the General Plans of the
Cities of Montebello and Pico Rivera. The project represents an enhancement to the existing
transportation corridor land use. The proposed project would not require the acquisition of additional
right-of-way within the City of Pico Rivera and would not require the rezoning of existing land uses
within the City of Pico Rivera.
The proposed project would require the acquisition of right-of-way to accommodate the widening of
Beverly Boulevard within the City of Montebello. However, it is not anticipated that any of the
existing zoned uses within the City of Montebello would change as a result of the proposed project.
The City would maintain existing zoning designations in the project area and issue a rededication of
use for any land that is converted to public transportation use as a result of the project right-of-way
acquisitions.

c) No Impact. The only potential natural habitat areas in the immediate vicinity of the project are two

urban parks (Grant Rea Memorial Park and Rio Hondo Park) and the Rio Hondo Channel, which is
lined with concrete at the location of the Beverly Boulevard bridge overcrossing. The proposed
project is not located within an approved habitat or natural community conservation plan.
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Potentially | Potentially Less Than | No
Significant | Significant Significant | Impact
Impact Unless Impact
Mitigation
Incorporated
IX. MINERAL RESOURCES. Would the project:
a) Result in the loss of availability of a known | OO O O %}
mineral resource that would be of value to the
region and the residents of the State?
b) Result in the loss of availability of a locally | O O O 4}
important mineral  resource recovery site
delineated on a local general plan, specific plan or
other land use plan?

Explanation:

a) No Impact. The project site is currently covered in impermeable surfaces, including asphalt paving
and concrete sidewalks. Deep ground excavation during construction is not expected in most project
areas, with the exception of areas directly beneath the proposed new bridge within and adjacent to Rio
Hondo Channel. Deeper ground excavation is expected to occur in the vicinity of the Rio Hondo
Channel in order to remove and replace the support structures (piles) for the bridge. However, it is
expected that the majority of excavated soil would be replaced and paved over at the site after the
piles and new paved surfaces are installed. There is no evidence of known mineral resources within
the project area. As such, the project would not result in the loss of a known mineral resource.

b) No Impact. The project site is currently covered in impermeable surfaces, including asphalt paving

and concrete sidewalks. Deep ground excavation during construction is not expected in most project
areas, with the exception of areas directly beneath the proposed new bridge within and adjacent to Rio
Hondo Channel. Deeper ground excavation is expected to occur in the vicinity of the Rio Hondo
Channel in order to remove and replace the support structures (piles) for the bridge. However, it is
expected that the majority of excavated soil would be replaced and paved over at the site after the
piles and new paved surfaces are installed. There is no evidence of known mineral resources within
the project area. As such, the project would not result in the loss of a known mineral resource.
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Potentially
Significant
Impact

Potentially
Significant
Unless

Less Than
Significant
Impact

No
Impact

Mitigation
Incorporated

X. NOISE. Would the project result in:

a)

Exposure of persons to or generation of noise level O % O O
in excess of standards established in the local
general plan or noise ordinance, or applicable
standards of other agencies?

b)

Exposure of persons to or generation of excessive O O A O
groundborne vibration or groundborne noise
levels?

A substantial permanent increase in the ambient O O 4 |
noise levels in the project vicinity above levels
existing without the project?

d)

A substantial temporary or periodic increase in O 4 | |
ambient noise levels in the project vicinity above
levels existing without the project?

€)

For a project located within an airport land use O O O 4]
plan, or, where such a plan has not been adopted,
within two miles of a public airport or public use
airport, would the project expose people residing
or working in the project area to excessive noise
levels?

f)

For a project within the vicinity of a private O O | ]
airstrip, would the project expose people residing
or working in the project area to excessive noise
levels?

Explanation:

a) Less Than Significant With Mitigation Incorporated. During certain types of construction activities

(i.e., demolition of existing paved surfaces and structures), construction of the project may result in
temporary, intermittent increases above existing noise levels in areas immediately adjacent to the
project area. The *conventional construction” activities for this project will require the use of
vehicles and heavy equipment whose noise characteristics are known. The equipment ranges from
concrete mixers producing noise levels of 80 to 86 dBA at a distance of 15 meters (50 feet) to
jackhammers producing 90 to 95 dBA at a distance of 15 meters. To avoid the potential effects of
construction noise, the project’s contracting agency will apply Caltrans Standard Specifications
(Sections 7 and 42) and Standard Special Provisions, which provide limits on construction noise
levels. Normally, conventional construction noise levels should not exceed 86 dBA (L) at a
distance of 15 meters. Additional measures to minimize project construction noise are listed below as
Mitigation Measures N-3 through N-21.

After project completion, the widening of Beverly Boulevard would bring traffic lanes approximately
five feet closer to noise-sensitive receptors adjacent to the roadway (i.e., residences, Rio Hondo
Convalescent Hospital), resulting in slight increases in traffic noise levels at sensitive receptor
locations. A noise analysis that conforms to the requirements of FHWA, Caltrans, and the Cities of
Montebello and Pico Rivera was conducted in order to evaluate potential noise impacts and the
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b)

c)

d)

potential necessity for noise abatement/mitigation. The noise analysis determined that existing and
future-with-project noise levels in the project area exceed applicable threshold levels. As such,
existing or approved development affected by the project is subject to protection in accordance with
regulatory noise abatement policy (FHWA: Highway Traffic Noise Guidance and Policies and
Written Noise Policies, HEP-41, June 1995). As such, Mitigation Measures N-1 and N-2 below
would mitigate operational (traffic) noise impacts to a less than significant level.

Less Than Significant. Construction of the widened roadway could generate ground-borne vibration
or ground-borne noise. A vibration analysis was conducted as part of the Noise Analysis Report
prepared in support of this IS/EA in order to evaluate potential ground-borne vibration/noise impacts
and the potential necessity for abatement/mitigation. The analysis determined that construction
activities could generate minimal, less than significant ground-borne vibration/noise, and roadway
operation will not generate perceptible ground-borne vibration/noise. Thus, no mitigation is required.

Less Than Significant Impact. Project operation has the potential to permanently affect ambient
noise levels in the project vicinity. A noise analysis that conforms to the requirements of FHWA,
Caltrans, and the Cities of Montebello and Pico Rivera was conducted in order to evaluate potential
noise impacts and the potential necessity for noise abatement/mitigation. The noise analysis
determined that future-with-project noise levels in the project area would not exceed the applicable
Caltrans and FHWA “significant increase” criterion in hourly traffic noise level of 12 dBA or more.

Less Than Significant With Mitigation Incorporated. Conventional and specialized project
construction activity has the potential to generate temporary impacts to ambient noise levels in the
project vicinity. A noise analysis that conforms to the requirements of FHWA, Caltrans, and the
Cities of Montebello and Pico Rivera was conducted in order to evaluate potential noise impacts and
the potential necessity for noise abatement/mitigation.

The noise analysis determined that noise from conventional construction activity would not create a
significant adverse noise impact if standard limits in construction equipment noise and good noise
management practices are followed. Noise from specialized construction activity such as pile driving
would generate substantial noise near the activity. However, pile driving activities and associated
noise would be limited to a small portion of the project in the vicinity of the bridge. Also, noise from
pile driving would move from one side of the bridge to the other as construction of the replacement
bridge footings proceeds. In general, no single residence or noise-sensitive area would be subject to
continuous, constant noise levels for the duration of the project. Additionally, pile-driving activity
would be restricted to a few hours during daytime weekday periods (9:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m., Mon.-
Sat.). However, noise levels within 91 meters (300 feet) of pile driving would still be substantially
elevated. Temporary relocation will be offered to “day-sleepers” and other residents for whom pile-
driving noise would cause demonstrated hardship when pile-driving is within 91 meters (300 feet) of
their residence(s). Short-term relocation may not be necessary if the vibratory hammer can be used
exclusively to drive piles.

Because of the limited area affected; a time and period of work restriction (i.e., a limited number of
days and limited hours each day); only intermittent, temporary periods of construction noise
increases; plus an offer of short-term relocation where necessary; noise from pile driving would not
cause a significant adverse noise impact. The construction and noise mitigation measures listed
below (measures N-3 through N-21) would reduce potential impacts to less than significant levels.

No Impact. The project is not located within two miles of an airport, or within an airport land use
plan.
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f) No Impact. The project is not located within the vicinity of a private airstrip.

Noise Mitigation Measures:

Implementation of measures N-1 and N-2 is required to mitigate potential significant impacts, in accordance
with CEQA guidelines, from operational (traffic) noise after project construction.

N-1

N-2

Without noise abatement, the interior noise level from exterior traffic noise is expected to exceed
FHWA, Caltrans, and State of California Noise Insulation Standards for multiple family
dwellings at the following locations in the project area: 1) Residential unit at 445 Sixth St.,
abutting E/B Beverly Blvd.; and 2) Casa Grande Apartments, abutting W/B Beverly Blvd. at
Fourth Street. To satisfy mitigation requirements in accordance with CEQA guidelines, the
County must investigate and implement interior noise abatement (if determined necessary based
upon the results of actual interior noise measurement readings, engineering investigation, and
building inspection), at these locations as a component of the proposed project. Further
engineering investigation and interior noise measurements must be undertaken during future
project design phases to confirm the existing interior noise insulation performance of the two
buildings and determine an appropriate abatement strategy (e.g., soundwall, building facade
upgrades, or a combination of both) if existing and future interior noise levels are confirmed to be
in exceedance of applicable Noise Insulation Standards at these two locations.

In addition to soundwalls, the alternative interior noise reduction strategy to be investigated by
the County is the concept of upgrading various acoustically weak elements of the building’s
facades. Such building fagade upgrades are assumed to provide a minimum of twenty eight to
thirty one (28-31) dBA of exterior to interior noise reduction in habitable rooms with windows in
the closed position. Building facade upgrades, if implemented, would include the provision of
mechanical ventilation and/or air conditioning as necessary (if not presently existing) to maintain
a comfortable year-round interior temperature environment. Other acoustical upgrades to be
considered by the County at these locations could include new, fully weather-stripped, solid core
or insulating glass exterior doors; single or dual-pane acoustically rated window assemblies, and
sealing or baffling of any building shell penetrations.

Implement soundwalls SW-3, SW-4 and SW-5 to mitigate interior and exterior noise levels in
accordance with CEQA guidelines, as recommended in the proposed project design. The final
design of the soundwalls will be developed during future project design phases.

Implementation of the following construction noise avoidance/abatement practices (N-3 through N-21) prior
to and during project construction, as necessary, appropriate, and practicable for each project component,
would reduce potential construction noise impacts to a less-than-significant level:

N-3

N-4

Before pile driving activities are to occur in the vicinity of the Beverly Boulevard bridge over the
Rio Hondo Channel (as part of the bridge replacement phase of the project), place written notices
in prominent locations within Grant Rea Memorial Park to inform park users of the following: 1)
dates that pile driving activities are scheduled to occur, 2) a notification that pile driving activities
may produce loud, intermittent noise disturbances, and 3) a recommendation that while pile
driving activities are in progress, park users should attempt to locate their activities within the
park as far as feasible from the southern boundary of the park.

All noise-producing project equipment and vehicles using internal combustion engines shall be
equipped with mufflers, and air-inlet silencers where appropriate, in good operating condition that
meet or exceed original factory specification. Mobile or fixed "package" equipment (e.g., arc-
welders, air compressors) shall be equipped with shrouds and noise control features that are readily
available for that type of equipment.
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N-6

N-7

N-8

N-9

N-10

N-11

N-12

N-13

N-14

N-15

N-16

N-17

N-18

All mobile or fixed noise-producing equipment used on the project, which is regulated for noise
output by a local, state, or federal agency, shall comply with such regulation while in the course of
project activity.

Electrically-powered equipment instead of pneumatic or internal combustion powered equipment
shall be used, where feasible.

Material stockpiles and mobile equipment staging, parking, and maintenance areas shall be located as
far as practicable from noise-sensitive receptors.

The hours of conventional construction activities shall be restricted to the periods and days permitted
by the local noise or other applicable ordinance, or exemptions therefrom shall be obtained. In
accordance with the City of Montebello Noise Ordinance, these activities include (but are not limited
to) construction, noisy maintenance activities, all spoils and material transport, demolition, and
grading, and are prohibited between the hours of 8:00 p.m. and 7:00 a.m. on weekdays (Monday
through Friday) and 6:00 p.m. to 9:00 a.m. on Saturdays, Sundays, and legal holidays, except in cases
of emergency as determined and approved by the appropriate City official. The only exception to this
restriction should be inaudible underground tunneling activity.

Driving of piles in the Rio Hondo Channel vicinity shall be permitted only during the hours between
9:30 a.m. and 4:00 p.m., Monday through Saturday, and shall not be permitted on legal holidays.

The use of noise-producing signals, including horns, whistles, alarms, and bells shall be for safety
warning purposes only.

No project-related public address, paging, two-way radio, or music system shall be audible at any
adjacent receptor.

The on-site construction supervisor shall have the responsibility and authority to receive and resolve
noise complaints. A clear appeal process to LACDPW shall be established prior to construction
commencement that will allow for resolution of noise problems that cannot be immediately solved by
the site supervisor.

The contractor shall develop a project noise control plan, which shall have been approved and
implemented prior to commencement of any construction activity.

Noise control features and plans shall be reviewed and approved by a noise control engineering
professional.

Contract incentives may be offered to the construction contractor to minimize or eliminate noise
complaints resulting from project activities.

The erection of temporary soundwall barriers shall be considered where project activity is
unavoidably close to noise-sensitive receptors.

Planting of trees and shrubbery, while useful for visual screening, is not an effective noise control
mechanism and is not considered an abatement/mitigation measure for noise impacts.

Temporary relocation shall be offered to “day sleepers” and other persons demonstrating hardship
when pile driving is being conducted within 91 meters (300 feet) of their respective dwellings.

Beverly Boulevard Phase 111 Widening - IS/EA
163



Appendix A: CEQA Checklist

N-19

N-20

N-21

Temporary relocation may not be necessary if a vibratory pile hammer can be used exclusively in lieu
of an impact hammer.

Caltrans Standard Specifications (Sections 7 and 42) and Standard Special Provisions (that provide
limits on construction noise levels) shall be applied and enforced by the contracting agency on the
project contractor(s)).

Arrange noisiest operations together in the construction program to avoid continuing periods of
annoyance.

If practicable, implement project noise abatement features prior to construction.

Potentially | Potentially Less Than No
Significant | Significant Significant | Impact
Impact Unless Impact
Mitigation
Incorporated
XIl. POPULATION AND HOUSING. Would the project
a) Induce substantial growth in an area either directly O O O 4]
(for example, by proposing new homes and
businesses) or indirectly (for example, through
extension of roads or other infrastructure)?
b) Displace substantial numbers of existing housing, O O %] O
necessitating the construction of replacement
housing elsewhere?
c) Displace substantial numbers of people, O O A |
necessitating the construction of replacement
housing elsewhere?
Explanation:
a) No Impact. The project would widen an existing roadway and replace an existing bridge to match

b)

adjacent street widths within a fully developed urban environment. No new homes or businesses are
proposed as part of the project. The project would improve localized traffic operations. The project
would accommodate existing local traffic demand more effectively and would not directly nor
indirectly induce substantial population growth.

Less Than Significant Impact. The project would require the acquisition of approximately five feet
of right-of-way from approximately 30-40 non-residential parcels (i.e., commercial, institutional,
municipal use) and up to two residential parcels facing Beverly Boulevard. It is not anticipated that
any of the affected residential parcels would require modifications to the actual dwelling structure(s)
located on the lots. Among the 30-40 non-residential parcels affected, there are up to 19 affected
buildings that may require modifications to the fronts of the structures facing Beverly Boulevard.

If it is determined that it is not feasible to modify the fronts of these affected buildings to
accommodate project right-of-way needs, then the affected property owners/businesses may be
considered for relocation. There is a potential that up to five of the affected commercial buildings
may ultimately need to be entirely removed (and up to 10 affected businesses within these buildings
be relocated) to accommodate project right of way needs, depending upon the project design
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alternative selected. All affected properties and businesses have been identified and analyzed in a
Relocation Impact Study. Any relocated residents or businesses would be entitled to relocation
assistance in accordance with the guidelines of Public Law 91-646, the Uniform Relocation
Assistance and Real Property Acquisition Policies Act of 1970 (a.k.a. "Uniform Act").

In order to document assurances to the public of the administrative and regulatory steps that will be
followed before any commercial units are acquired for relocation, the following mitigation measure is
recommended:

Mitigation Measure:
C&R-1

A specific non-residential relocation plan shall be prepared and implemented after a
preferred project design alternative is adopted and prior to construction.

c) Less Than Significant Impact. If it is determined that it is not feasible to modify the fronts of the
affected buildings to accommodate project right-of-way needs, then the affected property
owners/businesses may be considered for relocation. It is anticipated that there is a potential that up
to five of the affected buildings may ultimately need to be entirely removed, resulting in the
relocation of up to 10 affected business within those buildings. All affected properties and businesses
have been identified and analyzed in a Relocation Impact Study. Any relocated residents or
businesses would be entitled to relocation assistance in accordance with the guidelines of Public Law
91-646, the Uniform Relocation Assistance and Real Property Acquisition Policies Act of 1970 (a.k.a.
"Uniform Act").

Potentially | Potentially Less Than No
Significant | Significant Significant | Impact
Impact Unless Impact
Mitigation
Incorporated

XI11. PUBLIC SERVICES.

a) Would the project result in substantial adverse
physical impacts associated with the provision of
new or physically altered governmental facilities,
need for new or physically altered governmental
facilities, the construction of which could cause
significant environmental impacts, in order to
maintain acceptable service ratios, response times
or other performance objectives for any public
services:
Fire protection? O O O M
Police protection? O O O M
Schools? O O O M
Parks? O O M O
Other public facilities? O O M O

Explanation:
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Fire protection?

No Impact. Fire protection for the existing project area is provided by the City of Montebello Fire
Department. Emergency access would be provided per the requirements of the Uniform Fire Code
and applicable City fire regulations. Construction materials, including waste, would be handled in
accordance with Uniform Fire Codes and applicable City fire regulations. The project would not
result in the need for new or altered facilities or services related to fire protection.

Police protection?

No Impact. Police protection for the existing project area is provided by the City of Montebello
Police Department. The project would not affect the potential for crimes or accidents, nor would it
require increased levels of police protection.

Schools?

No Impact. The project does not include housing and would not result in the modification to or loss
of existing school facilities. As such, the project would not generate the need for new school
facilities, nor would it create the need for physical modifications to existing school facilities.

Parks?

Less Than Significant Impact. The project poses no potential to result in increased population for
the area, would not affect the quality or quantity of existing recreational opportunities, and would not
create a substantial need for new parks or recreational facilities. Potential proximity effects to Grant
Rea Memorial Park and Rio Hondo Park (both adjacent to the Beverly Boulevard project area) would
include temporary, intermittent increases in noise levels during construction, and are considered less
than significant with applied mitigation [refer to Section 2.2.6 (Noise and Vibration), and Section 5.2
of Chapter 5 (Section 4f Resource Analysis) for additional details]. No right-of-way impacts or other
long-term impacts to these parks are anticipated as a result of the project.

Other public facilities?

Less Than Significant Impact. Beverly Hospital is located along Beverly Boulevard within the
project limits, however, driveway access to the hospital will be maintained during project
construction and no significant impacts to the hospital are anticipated. No impacts to other public
facilities are anticipated as a result of the project.
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Potentially | Potentially Less Than No
Significant | Significant Significant | Impact
Impact Unless Impact
Mitigation
Incorporated
XIV. RECREATION.
a) Would the project increase the use of existing O O O %}
neighborhood and regional parks or other
recreational facilities such that substantial physical
deterioration the facility would occur to be
accelerated?
b) Does the project include recreational facilities or O O | 4]
require the construction or expansion of
recreational facilities which might have an adverse
effect on the environment?
Explanation:
a) No Impact. The project alignment is located adjacent to Grant Rea Memorial Park (north of Beverly

b)

Boulevard, west of the Rio Hondo Channel) and about one-quarter mile north of Rio Hondo Park.
There is an existing bike path and equestrian trail along the Rio Hondo Channel (that pass under the
bridge) that may be temporarily realigned (i.e., within a few feet of the current location) during
project construction. However, access to and along the equestrian trail and bike path would be
maintained during project construction and the trails would be restored in their original locations to
original or better condition when construction is complete.

The project does not include enhancements to recreational facilities and poses no potential to result in
increased population in the area. Therefore, the project would not result in the increased use of
existing recreational resources (parks and trails) in the project area.

Construction activities adjacent to Grant Rea Memorial Park may have a temporary and minor
indirect effect on park access in the form of increased traffic congestion. However, the project would
not generate increased use of the park that would accelerate deterioration of park facilities (i.e., there
would be no new access points created for the park nor new park structures built). The project design
includes landscaping features that would further complement Grant Rea Memorial Park and would
also serve to reduce potential effects of the proximity of the road work to park areas.

No Impact. The project does not include new recreational facilities and does not require the
expansion of existing recreational facilities.
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Potentially | Potentially Less Than No
Significant | Significant Significant | Impact
Impact Unless Impact
Mitigation
Incorporated
XV. TRANSPORTATION/TRAFFIC. Would the project:
a) Cause an increase in traffic, which is substantial in O O ] O
relation to the existing system (i.e., result in a
substantial increase in either the number of vehicle
trips, the volume to capacity ratio on roads, or
congestion at intersections)?
b) Exceed, either individually or cumulatively, a level O O | 4]
of service standard established by the county
congestion management agency for designated
roads?
c) Result in a change in air traffic patterns, including O O O 4]
either an increase in traffic levels or a change in
location that results in substantial safety risks?
d) Substantially increase hazards due to design O O 4] O
feature (e.g., sharp curves or dangerous
intersections) or incompatible uses (e.g., farm
equipment)?
e) Result in inadequate emergency access? O O 4] O
f) Result in inadequate parking capacity? O O 4] O
g) Conflicts with adopted policies, plans, or programs O O O ]
supporting alternative transportation (e.g., bus
turnouts, bicycle racks)?
Explanation:
a) Less Than Significant Impact. Temporary traffic impacts during construction would result from

b)

d)

partial traffic lane closures, construction worker commute trips, and the delivery of construction
materials, supplies, and equipment. Although temporary additional traffic delays would occur during
project construction, the implementation of the proposed project would increase the capacity of
Beverly Boulevard and improve the existing traffic level of service in the project area after
construction of the project. Refer to Section 2.1.6 of this document for details of the traffic impacts
evaluation conducted. Prior to construction, a Construction Traffic Management Plan (TMP) would
be approved and implemented by the Cities of Montebello and Pico Rivera. The TMP would ensure
that traffic flow and roadway safety is maintained in the project area during construction.

No Impact. Beverly Boulevard is not a designated Congestion Management Plan (CMP) roadway.
The implementation of the proposed project would increase the capacity of Beverly Boulevard and
improve the existing traffic level of service in the project area. Refer to Section 2.1.6 of this
document for details of the traffic impacts evaluation conducted.

No Impact. The project would not affect air traffic patterns.

Less Than Significant Impact. The project design will be reviewed, at a minimum, by the Cities of
Montebello and Pico Rivera, County of Los Angeles, and the Federal Highway Administration. The
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e)

f)

9)

final project design will not substantially increase hazards nor introduce incompatible uses. Prior to
construction, a Construction Traffic Management Plan (TMP) would be approved and implemented
by the Cities of Montebello and Pico Rivera. The TMP would ensure that traffic flow and roadway
safety is maintained in the project area during construction.

Less Than Significant Impact. Traffic lanes along Beverly Boulevard, existing driveway access
points, and the bridge over the Rio Hondo Channel would be maintained open during project
construction to ensure public safety (for example, access to Beverly Hospital). The project would not
interfere with an adopted emergency response plan or emergency evacuation plan. Prior to
construction, a Construction Traffic Management Plan (TMP) would be approved and implemented
by the Cities of Montebello and Pico Rivera. The TMP would ensure that traffic flow and roadway
safety is maintained in the project area during construction.

Less Than Significant Impact. There is a small number of street parking spaces currently along
Beverly Boulevard. The few available street parking spaces would likely not be available for use
during project construction activities, resulting in temporary minor parking impacts along portions of
Beverly Boulevard. Street parking spaces would be restored once project construction is completed.
After construction, the Boulevard’s 11-foot shoulder will be used as a traffic lane during peak hours,
while parking would be permitted in the shoulder area during non-peak traffic hours (i.e., the on-
street parking regulations would remain the same as existing conditions). In addition, project right-
of-way needs may impact a few surface parking lot locations along Beverly Boulevard, however, the
number of affected parking lot spaces would be minimal (i.e., less than 15 parking spaces along the
entire project alignment).

No Impact. The project would provide needed roadway capacity along Beverly Boulevard. The
design of the widened roadway would be in accordance with adopted policies, plans, and programs
supporting alternative transportation. The improved traffic flow along Beverly Boulevard after
project construction would improve the performance of the existing bus service.

Potentially | Potentially Less Than No
Significant | Significant Significant | Impact
Impact Unless Impact
Mitigation
Incorporated
XVI. UTILITIES AND SERVICE SYSTEMS. Would the project:
a) Exceed wastewater treatment requirements of the O O O 4]
applicable Regional Water Quality Control Board?
b) Require or result in the construction of new water O O O 4]
or wastewater treatment facilities or expansion of
existing facilities, the construction of which could
cause significant environmental effects?
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Potentially | Potentially Less Than No
Significant | Significant Significant | Impact
Impact Unless Impact
Mitigation
Incorporated
XVI. UTILITIES AND SERVICE SYSTEMS. Would the project:
c) Require or result in the construction of new storm O O %] O
water drainage facilities or expansion of existing
facilities, the construction of which could cause
significant environmental effects?
d) Have sufficient water supplies available to serve O O O ]
the project from existing entitlements and
resources, or are new or expanded entitlements
needed?
e) Result in determination by the wastewater O O | 4]
treatment provider which serves or may serve the
project that it has adequate capacity to serve the
project's projected demand in addition to the
provider's existing commitments?
f) Be served by a landfill with sufficient permitted O O 4] O
capacity to accommodate the project's solid waste
disposal needs?
9) Comply with federal, state, and local statutes and O O O ]
regulations related to solid waste?
Explanation:
a) No Impact. The project would not generate new sources of water consumption or wastewater
discharge. Due to the predominance of existing paved conditions along Beverly Boulevard, the

b)

project would not substantially increase the amount of impervious surfaces and the volume of surface
runoff/wastewater production would not be significantly altered from existing conditions. The project
would incorporate best management practices during construction along the roadway and over the Rio
Hondo Channel to minimize potential impacts to water quality. Prior to construction, if required, a
Section 401 Water Quality Certification permit would be acquired from the Los Angeles Regional
Water Quality Control Board (RWQCB).

No Impact. The project would not alter existing levels water consumption or wastewater production.
As such, the project would not require or result in the construction of new water or wastewater
treatment facilities or expansion of existing facilities. Prior to construction, consultation with the Los
Angeles County Flood Control District would occur to obtain approval of any alterations to existing
storm water runoff facilities.

Less Than Significant Impact. The project would not substantially alter existing drainage patterns,
nor result in substantial increase in the rate or amount of surface runoff, as the existing project
vicinity is covered predominantly with impermeable surfaces. The project would include new
stormdrain improvements as part of the widened roadway. These improvements would include new
catchbasins and tie-ins to existing lines. The potential temporary construction-related environmental
effects related to these limited improvements would not be significant. Prior to construction,
consultation with the Los Angeles County Flood Control District would occur to obtain approval of
any alterations to existing storm water runoff facilities.
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d) No Impact. Local water supplies are sufficient to serve construction needs. Project operation would
not require the use of water. Should utility relocations be necessary during construction, interruptions
in domestic water service to surrounding properties would be short-term and temporary. The project
would not require new water entitlements.

e) No Impact. The project would not generate new sources of wastewater. A determination by the
wastewater treatment provider that serves the project area is not anticipated to be necessary for
project approval. Should utility relocations be necessary during construction, interruptions in
wastewater service to surrounding properties would be short-term and temporary.

f) Less Than Significant Impact. Solid waste generated during project construction would be
transported to Puente Hills Landfill or another appropriate solid waste facility with sufficient
permitted capacity. After construction, the project would not generate solid waste.

g) No Impact. Solid waste generated during project construction would be handled and disposed of in
compliance with federal, state, and local statues and regulations related to solid waste. After
construction, the project would not generate solid waste.

Potentially | Potentially Less Than No
Significant | Significant Significant | Impact
Impact Unless Impact
Mitigation
Incorporated
MANDATORY FINDINGS OF
SIGNIFICANCE.
a) Does the project have the potential to degrade the O 4 O O
quality of the environment, substantially reduce
the habitat of a fish or wildlife species, cause a fish
or wildlife population to drop below self-
sustaining levels, threaten to eliminate a plant or
animal community, reduce the number or restrict
the range of a rare or endangered plant or animal
or eliminate important examples of the major
periods of California history or prehistory?

b) Does the project have impacts that are individually O O 4 |

limited, but cumulatively considerable?
(“Cumulatively considerable” means that the
incremental effects of a project are considerable
when viewed in connection with the effects of past
projects, the effects of other current projects, and
the effects of probable future projects)?

c) Does the project have environmental effects which O ™ O O

will cause substantial adverse effects on human
beings, either directly or indirectly?

Explanation:
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a)

b)

Less Than Significant With Mitigation Incorporated. The proposed project comprises the widening
of an existing roadway and replacement of an existing bridge in an urban environment. No
significant impacts to biological resources are anticipated as a result of the project. Impacts to
archaeological resources as a result of excavation activities in the bridge area are considered less than
significant with the incorporation of specified mitigation measures.

Less Than Significant Impact. With the specified mitigation measures implemented, the proposed
project would potentially generate less than significant impacts related to air quality, cultural
resources, noise, and population and housing. There are no known other projects in progress or
planned in the proposed project area that would result in significant cumulative impacts.

Less Than Significant With Mitigation Incorporated. Construction activities associated with the
project may cause temporary, less than significant impacts upon air quality, traffic, noise, and
population and housing that could result in adverse direct or indirect effects on human beings.
Because project construction activities would be temporary and mitigation measures would be
applied, the level of impacts upon humans is anticipated to be less than significant.
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APPENDIX B: TITLE VI POLICY STATEMENT

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR

1120 N STREET

P, 0. HOX 942873

SACRAMENTO, CA 94273-0001

PHOME (916) £54-5267

FAX (916) 654-6608

July 26, 2000

TITLE ¥1
POLICY STATEMENT

The California State Department of Transportation under Title VI of the Civil Rights
Act of 1964 and related statutes, ensures that no person in the State of California shall,
on the grounds of race, color, sex and national origin be excluded from participation
in, be denied the benefits of, or be otherwise subjected to discrimination under any
program or activity it administers.

JEFF éDRALES

Director
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APPENDIX C: SUMMARY OF RELOCATION BENEFITS

All businesses that may be displaced are assumed to be eligible for relocation benefits as indicated in
Public Law 91-646. Specifically, Public Law 91-646, the Uniform Relocation Assistance and Real
Property Acquisition Policies Act of 1970 (Uniform Act), as amended, governs the relocation of
individuals and businesses displaced by projects paid for in whole or part with federal funds. Because
this project requires the purchase of property, the Uniform Act establishes minimum standards for
relocation assistance and compensation as follows:

1. Relocation advisory and financial assistance shall be available for individuals and businesses that
must relocate as a result of the public acquisition of property; and

2. Basic standards and requirements for appraisals and acquisition shall be followed in acquiring
real property.

The provisions of the Uniform Act are set forth in the Code of Federal Regulations, 49 CFR Part 24, for
federal and state agencies that are either acquiring the property or providing the financial assistance to do
so. In order to comply with federal, state and County regulations, the County of Los Angeles must
establish a relocation assistance program with the following components:

1. Advisory Assistance: Every person or business being displaced is eligible to receive advisory
assistance in relocating to a replacement dwelling or business location. These services are in
addition to compensation received by the property owner for the acquisition of real property or
real property rights.

2. Financial Assistance: Beyond the constitutional requirement of just compensation, the Uniform
Act requires certain financial benefits to assist displaced persons in relocating to a new business
location. For eligible business owners or tenants, these include moving allowance payments for
personal property and reimbursement for certain eligible miscellaneous or reestablishment
expenses.

An actual determination of building structures and affected businesses that would need to be relocated as
a result of the proposed project’s right-of-way needs would not be confirmed until after the Final IS/EA is
approved for the project and after a project design alternative is adopted. A Relocation Plan must be
developed and approved by the County of Los Angeles Department of Public Works and the City of
Montebello as part of the approval process. Individuals and/or businesses affected by the plan shall be
contacted for a full explanation of the plan and available benefits during the approval process.

The Uniform Relocation Assistance and Real Property Acquisition Policies Act of 1970 (as amended) and
Title 49 Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) Part 24 serve as the basis for the policies and procedures of
the California Department of Transportation (Department) and apply without discrimination to this
project. A complete discussion of the Relocation and Housing Assistance Programs are found in Chapter
10 of the Department Right of Way Manual. Important components and definitions are outlined below.
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Any person, household, business, farm, or nonprofit organization displaced by a public project is entitled
to relocation benefits if they are in occupancy of the property being acquired at the time of the First
Written Offer (FWO). Persons and entities displaced by a project and determined to be eligible for
benefits are classified as a “displacee.” The only exception is the “Non-Occupant Owner”.

The term “displaced person” (or displacee) means any person who moves from the real property or moves
his personal property from the real property as the direct result of:

1.

A written notice of intent to acquire, the initiation of negotiations for, or the acquisition of, such
real property in whole or in part for a project.

A written notice of intent to acquire, or the acquisition, rehabilitation, or demolition of, in whole
or in part, other real property on which the person conducts a business or farm operation, for a
project. However, eligibility for such person under the Uniform Act applies only for purposes of
obtaining relocation assistance advisory services, and moving expenses. This includes persons
who occupy the real property prior to its acquisition, but who do not meet the length of
occupancy requirements of the Uniform Act.

Persons not considered “displaced” for purposes of obtaining relocation benefits are those who:

1.

Move before the initiation of negotiations unless the Region/District issued a Notice of
Intent to Acquire.
Initially entered into occupancy of the property after the date of its acquisition for the project.

Occupied the property for the sole purpose of obtaining assistance under the Uniform Act. (The
burden of proof is on the Region/District).

Are not required to relocate permanently as a direct result of a project as determined by the
Region/District. This can be because it is a temporary easement or because the partial acquisition
does not require they relocate from the remainder. However, if the remainder has been
determined to be an Uneconomic Remnant, then the occupant on the property is considered a
displacee.

After receiving a Notice of Eligibility, are notified in writing that he or she will not be displaced
for a project. Such notice shall not be issued unless the person has not moved and the
Region/District agrees to reimburse the person for any expenses incurred to satisfy any binding
contractual relocation obligations entered into after the effective date of the notice of relocation
eligibility.

Retains the right of use and occupancy of the real property for life, or some other fixed term,
following its acquisition by the Department.

Are not lawfully present in the United States and who have been determined to be ineligible for
relocation benefits. The term “citizen,” for purposes of this part, includes both citizens of the
United States and noncitizen nationals. The term “State” refers to any of the several States of the
United States, the District of Columbia, the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, any territory or
possession of the United States, or a political subdivision of any of these jurisdictions.

Tenured occupants are those occupants that meet the minimum occupancy requirement for full benefits.
They are:
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+ 180-Day Owner-Occupant - occupants of the household who have lived in AND owned the
residence for at least 180 days immediately prior to the FWO.

¢ 90-Day Owner-Occupant - members of the household who have occupied AND owned the
residence for at least 90 days immediately prior to the FWO, but less than 180 days.

¢ 90-Day Tenant - members of the household who have occupied the residence that is owned by
someone else, and paid rent to that person for at least 90 days prior to the FWO.

+ Business, Farms, and Nonprofit Organizations that occupy the property on the day of the FWO.

Non-Tenured occupants are those occupants that do not meet the minimum occupancy requirement, but
may still be entitled to some benefits. They are:

¢ Less than 90-day occupant - a tenant or an owner who has not lived in the residence for at least 90
days, but is there at the time of the FWO.

¢ Post-Offer occupant - a tenant or an owner who moves into the residence after the FWO.

+ Business, Farms and Nonprofit Organizations that occupy the property after the FWO.

Unlawful occupants are not entitled to relocation benefits. Unlawful occupants are considered to be:

& Squatters - someone who occupies the property to be acquired but without the owner’s
permission.

+ A person who occupies the property to be acquired that is owned by another, and has received an
Eviction Notice or other court action to cause the property to be vacated.

Consequential displacement is displacement of a person, business, farm, or nonprofit organization from
the unacquired remaining property as a direct result of acquisition for the proposed project. Where only a
portion of a property is acquired for public purposes, occupants are eligible for relocation payments only
insofar as the Region/District determines that their displacement is a direct result of the acquisition.

The phrase “person not lawfully present in the United States” means someone who is not “lawfully
present” in the United States and includes:

1. A person present in the United States who has not been admitted or paroled in the United States
pursuant to the Immigration and Nationality Act, and whose stay in the United States has not
been authorized by the U.S. Attorney General, and;

2. A person who is present in the United States after the expiration of the period of stay authorized
by the U.S. Attorney General, or who otherwise violates the terms and conditions of admission,
parole, or authorization to stay in the United States.

Eligible displacees may be entitled to Advisory Assistance, Moving Costs, and Replacement Housing
Payments as follows:

+ Advisory Assistance - available to everyone who occupies the real property acquired by the
Department.
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+ Moving Costs - reimbursement for actual, reasonable and necessary expenses. Available to
everyone who must move their personal property from the real property acquired by the
Department.

¢ Replacement Housing Payments - available for residential occupants based on type and length of
occupancy at the time the Department initiates negotiations to acquire the real property.

Each person seeking relocation payments or relocation advisory assistance shall, as a condition of
eligibility, certify:

1. In the case of an individual, that he or she is either a citizen or national of the U.S., or a person
who is lawfully present in the U.S

2. In the case of a family, that each family member is either a citizen or national of the U.S., or a
person who is lawfully present in the U.S. The certification may be made by the head of the
household on behalf of other family members.

3. In the case of an unincorporated business, farm, or nonprofit organization, that each owner is
either a citizen or national of the U.S., or a person who is lawfully present in the U.S. The
certification may be made by the principal owner, manager, or operating officer on behalf of
other persons who have an ownership interest.

4. In the case of an incorporated business, farm, or nonprofit organization, that the corporation is
authorized to conduct business within the U.S. The certification shall indicate whether such
person is either a citizen or national of the U.S., or a person who is lawfully present in the U.S.

Certification shall be made prior to giving relocation advisory assistance and prior to approval of any
claims. It should be obtained at the time the owner or tenant signs the Certificate of Occupancy or
receives the Notice of Eligibility, whichever is earlier.

No relocation payments or relocation advisory assistance shall be provided to a person who has not
provided the certification described in this section or who has been determined to be not lawfully present
in the U.S., unless such person can demonstrate to the displacing agency’s satisfaction that the denial of
relocation benefits will result in an exceptional and extremely unusual hardship to such person’s spouse,
parent, or child who is a citizen of the U.S., or is a person lawfully admitted for permanent residence in
the U.S. Persons not lawfully present in the U.S. are not eligible for relocation benefits or advisory
assistance.

In extremely rare circumstances, the denial of benefits to an uncertified occupant may create a severe
hardship on the remaining certified occupants. The eligible occupants may submit a claim for benefits for
the uncertified occupant and request that the denial of the benefits be reconsidered because of their
particular situation. In order to claim bene