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Racan' s L' Ar ten ice, an Addition to 
the English Canon 

N ~ccctnbcr 162. 5 Queen Henrietta 1\1aria, then just sixteen, and 
still surto11ndcd by her French attendants, ,vho had been her sole 
companions during her first n1.onths in Engiand., proposed to en~ 
tertain the Court lvith a pastoral to be acted by herself and ·her 

ladies and gentlernen in the n1anncr she had knoi.vn in France at the 
Petit Bourbon, the Hotel de \Tille, or the Grande Salle of the I~ouvre. 
S01ncrset I-louse~ or Denn1ark House, as it ,vas then kno,vn, ,vns chosen 
as the place ,vherc this cntertainn1cnt ,vould be produced, and for 
,veeks it 1nust have been very busy·, as a theatre ,vas erected in the great 
ha 11~ and the seen cry" and cost u n1 cs , verc prep a red .. 1 

As carlJr as the 18th Dccc1nbcr~ Bcnjan1in Rudyerd ,vrote to Sir 
Francis N cthcrsolc, 'The d e111oiselles 1ncan to present a F rcnch pastoral 
,vherein the Queen is a principal actress, t 2 and prcsutnabl)r during the 
next t,-vo months the Queen and her attend-ants ,vcrc busy learning 
their parts, choosing n11d being fitted for costurnes. Finally on Shrove 
T11esday, 2. 1 February 1626, the pastoral ,vas perf onncd~ gnd a fe,v 
day-s later A1ncrjgo Salvetti~ the Tuscan Resident at the Court of· 
\\.rhitchall, ,vrote to Cosi1no de~ l\'.ledici, the Grand Duke of Florcncct 
·'I--Icr l\1ajesty the Queen conducts herself ,vith )7 0uthfnl grace. On 
the day of carnivalt for ,vhich Tuesday ,vas set -aside, she acted in a 
beautiful pastoral of her o\vn con1position, assisted by t,vclvc of her 
ladies ,vhorr1 she l\ad trained since Christmas. The pa~toral succeeded 
adn1irably; not un~y in the decorations and changes of scenery-, but 
also in the ncting and recitation of th~ ladies-Her l\1ajesty surpassing 
all the others. The perfornlance ,vas conducted as privately as possi-
ble, inasn1uch as it is an unusual thing jn this country to sec the Queen 
upon a St8.gc; the audience consequently ,vns Jin1itcd to a fe\v of the 
nobility, expressly invitcd1 no others being admitted.' 3 

1 i\1ore than t\'/O thousand . pounds ,vere 1ipe n t on ti 1e costu n1cs alo nc ( i\1 a1o ne 
Society, Collrctions, II~ O~f ord, 1931, 328-3 l 1 )1 and the carpentry -and other ,vorks 
am oun tc-d to n1orc than one hundred and sixty-eight pounds ( Pu 1J lie R cc ord O £lice, 
A. 0. l + i424/ 56)~ 

!1: Calendar of State Paper;~ Do1nestic Series, of the Reign of Cb~rles 1. 1625-1626 
(Londo[l, r858 ), p. 179. 

;:i, Hi st o ri ca! A-f anu.u; ri pts Co111111i ss ion i E fc7N11t b Rep o-rt ( Lon doni l 88 7 ) 1 A ppcndix 

[8J 
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1;ron1 the so far published contcmporar) 1 references to this enter~ 

taiillllcnt aD that can . b c ascertained is that it consisted of a F rcnch 
pastoral of the Queen's o\vn composition follo\.vcd by a masque. ,Vhat 
the pla) 7 ,vas has not b ccn conj ecru red but these rcfcrcn c cs ha vc 
caused I-Ienrietta l\1aria to be recorded as a p]aY'vright in aH the usual 
reference books including a n1orc than t,vo-pagc notice in Professor 
G. E .. Bcntlcy,s great compilation, Tbe Jacobean and Caroline Stage.4-
But despite all her char1n and gaiety· it is doubtful if the then frivo-
lous Henrietta i1aria could have found the time foi; or been capable 
of v?riting a play. 

If it is un1ikely that the Queen ,vrote this pastoral, ,vho did and 
,vhat ,vas the play? The solution of this pu7..zlc is the purpose of this 
paper. An important clue has been found in a manuscript collection 
of pocn1s b)T Saint Amant, Deshayons, Gombauld., Ra.can, Thcophtle, 
and ochers, entirclr in the hand of Valentin Conrart, ,vho ,vas the 
French Acadcrn y, s first secrcta !)7 and an in ti mate friend of the poets 
,v hose ,vorks arc here recorded. This recu eU ,vas begun apparently· 
in 1 6 24 and continued for several ycarst and is in a deHghtf ul gi1t vell urn 
bh1ding ,vith the cjpher of Julie-Lucic d' Angenne, Duchesse de A1on-
tausier, to ,vhom it ,vas apparently presented, or perhaps for ,vhom it 
,vas prepared.:. A1nong the nin cty-nin e pieces in this vo 1 u1n e is an 
anon y·m ous ode en tit 1 ed 'Sur 1 es fi gores., et chan gen1 ens de Th ca trc 1 ors 
quc ]a Reyne d' Angleterre joii:i Ja pa:storcllc de .i\1[" de llaca11, sous le 
It pT 47, 6 i1arch l 626. r,.Juch the san1c account \l'as given the same day by the \ 1ene-
tbn Amb;u:~~dor 1 except that he s~id the pastoral '-Yas 'follo,vcd by nw.sqoe/ and 
,vent on to say j n cipher '~ t did no~ gh•e comp] e te ~ad sf actio ni Lee a use the Eng] i sh 
obj ec tcd to tJ 1e fir st pl rt ( -a c:r:ione) being de d aimed by the q uccn' (Cal eud ttr of State 
Pnperst Venetian,, 16.2s-1626, London~ 19131 pp. 345~346). John Chan1bcrb.in c~-
prc-ssc d tl l c English \' j e,v in a letter to Sir Dudley Car] esto n: 1 0 n Shrovctu isd a)' the 
Qu~ne and her ,vom c 11 had a nrn s ke or p a!itoraH pby at Sorn er set H 01J se, ,v hc.rin 
horse 1 f s.ctcd a p~rt, a.n d s:orn e of the rest 1,,, .. ere di ~gu csed ljkc ln en jn beards. I have 
kno, 1i.in the -tin1c ,:,,\•hen this ·wold have seemr!d a str;;lunge .sight, to see a Quene a.ct in 

p1ay but 1eJnpora 1uutantur et "}lOS~ ( The Letters of ]obn Cbautberlain .. edT N. E~ 
l\1cClure,. Philadelphia, 1939., II, 630). 

4 lV' ( Oxford, 1956 )~ 548'-550. Cf. also 1'1. S. Steele, I'laJS & iHasques at Court 
(Nc\l' Ha,,cn, 1916 ), pp. 231~:z 31; Alfred l·larbige, C~1'ihllier Drmna ( Nc:,v York, 
193 6), pp. I 1-1 2, and A 1Hurls of Eng /is b 1 )rn1na (Phi lad.elph • a, t 940) i pp. 98---99. 

jlj This nrnnoscript '\\'as described, ,vith reprodoctjon of the bindjng, in the ca.ta-
]ogt1e of the J e:111 j\1eynial s~le, J9251 lot 1:25. It ,vas ]atcr in the possession of i\1. 
Claude Cartier -of I)aris -snd N cw York, \\'ho,. through the interce.!'.isiun of l\11\1, 
Can1j1Ie Blach and Jean J\lcyniali granted ·pern1iss.ion for the quotacion Ji(':rc rnnde. 
Frederic L~chevrej Glaner bibliographiquei et littcraires (Parist J 929 ), III I45, men-
tions this ode in. a note on this volume but 1ncrdy sars that it is :anouy1nous. 
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Ra c ails· L, Arteni cc 

personnage dJARTENICE4, The octosyllabic poc1n,. preceded b)7 a prose 
address 'Les b ergers I a s a j\la jest c,' consists of six t cen nine-line stan r ..as 
rhyming ahabcdccd., and -amid a ,vclter of preciosity n1anages to reveal 
remarkably fe,v facts except that her l\1Iajesty's costun1c ,vas of a \ 7erd 
naissant' (stanza 2, Jine 9) 4 The changes of scenery are thus described 
in st-a nzas 4 and 5 : 

Nos cham pst en miracles f ertiles, 
Noas ont fait naitrc des clochcrs, 
Et les tours3' les ponts3' et les villcsi 
Succeder nu lieu des Rocherst 
Sur rorme 011 l'on nvoit COL1tumc 
D'ou);.r le concert des oyseaux 
Sc plaindrc en s'cpluchant la plume~ 
Les Rochcrs ont emu l'ccutnc 1 . 

En cou ppant de rani es les ea tu.:. 

Parfois stelevoyent des n1ontagnes, 
Don t le somtn~t au d acieu x 
De ·ha U t ]]) e prlS O it lcs cam pagn CSJ 
Et de J) res n1 en a ~oi t les Cieux; 
Plus b s on voi oyt les f on tai nes 
Serp enter 11 n cou rs negligent, 
Et 1c beau cristal de leurs vcincs 
Donner un visage~ nos pleincs 
De velours vcr4 a fond d'argent. 

The pastoral of I-lonorat de Bucit Seigneur d c ll-acan, ,vhic h ,vas 
originally entitled L'Artenice,. from the n-an1e of the heroine~ hut ,vas 

· first published in 162 5 under the title Les bergeries/' ,vas a ,vc11-kno,vn 
and in1portant drmna that) ,vhilc b:lscd chic.fly· on Guarini's Pastor fido., 
\Vas probably the first p1ay to introduce the rcforn1s of 1'1alherbc. It 
,vas probably composed son1ctin1c in the years 1619-21 ,7 anµ as ,vas 
the custom may· have been produced sever-al times before publication, 

'° Tw cl vo c di cions under t ll is ti tlc, including G enev~n counterfeit,_ ,ve.rc pu h-
li shed by I 63 s ( see Louis Ar nou 1 dt U 11 genti/ b0Jn111e de 1 ct tre.s au X V l r si eel e. 
H ouo-rat de nudl,, Seig'lleur de Rnc .. u1i :2nrt cd.i- P..iris~ 1901, pp. 286-187., n. 5). The 
privilege of the first cditio~ is dated 8 April J 625, ~nd it ,;,.vas evidently published 
soon af tcr • for it is n1cntion c d in the So nnne t beo lag iq ue of Fran-go is G r~ sse, of 
,vhich the priv·ilcge is dti.ted 14 Augu~t 162-5 {Arnould, Rac:~u, p. 28(.t n. 4). On B 
i\·I ay J 6i s R ac n sold his rj gh ts £ or ten ye a r .s to the. pub1ish~r. It mar ,vel1 have be en 
pub 1 i sh cd at that date. 

' The -arguments concerning the date of co1nposi ti on a re set forth by A ru ou l d,, 
Ra can, p. 1 86, ~nd Jul es l\ 1 arsan I La past Q rel/ e dn1n1u. ti qu~ en France ( Par j s, c 90 5)., 
P· 3 2.4. 
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so that it is quite likely that I-Ienrictta A1aria n1ay· have attended one or 
1nore perfom1anccs of it in Pgris. In any- case it ,vas doubtless much 
talkc d of') for the n a tn e of the h cro in e Arte nice, V{as an an ag rain n1ad e 
by Racan f ro1n the Christian nnn1c of Catherine Chabot, l\1nrquise de 
Tcrn1es, ,vhon1 at that tin1c he ,vas incff cctualiy but very· publicly 
courting .. In a letter to 1\la1hcrbc, prefixed to the plaJT ,vhcn printcdJ 
llacan states that he has somelvhat changed the first t...-vo acts because 
of ~lcs dcsplaisirs qne ic receus d,unc certainc personne .. ' In June 162 51 

,vhen Henrietta l\•lgria lcf t Fiance for England~ this n1ust have been 
d1c latest Jircrary sensation of Paris and it is not surprising that six 
n1onths later~ ,vhcn she -and her ladies i.verc planning the pre-Lenten 
cntcrtai11111cnt for the Eng1ish Court, the;7 thought of f_}Artenice. 

ltcccntl)r the Harvard Library acquired a copy of an hitherto un-
dcscribed 8 abridged edition of the text of L'A·rtenice, pub]ished ,vith-
out in1print., but ,vhich for reasons set forth beloYv ,vas printed for use 
on this o~casion. It contains four ornan1ents (see Plates Ila and Illa) 
recorded by· .i\1cK.crro,v as belonging in· 162 5-26 to Ed\vard Alldc, 
the l.ondon printer 1 and ,vas lvithout doubt printed by hin1. That this 
book ,vas preserved at all must be attributed ntainly· to the fact that 
it ,vas bound in gilt oli,Te n1orocc_o at the tirne it ,vas printed .. The 
binding, ]ikc the printing., can be demonstrated to be London ,vork, 
although the principal tool, the Reur-dc-lis ,vith £]a1ncnts bcnvccn 
the ]eaves, has not been traced. T11at it is not a Paris bindjng may be 
easily seen by comparing it 1vith a binding of very similar design (cf. 
Plate Ta and lb) on a copy· of the first edition of Jean Gombauld's 
J...?F..udhnio111 Parjs, r 62.4~ dedicated to Anne of Austria, Henrietta 
l\1aria"'s sisrer-jn-1a,v., and no,v jn i'\1r Phj]ip Hof cr's possession. A 
gJancc at the t,vo ,viii sho,v the relative crudeness of the English Lind-
jng~ 1·11c sa\Y-tooth and bead-ro11 fillets ~re comn1011 English tools, 
but those used here appeir to he identical ,vith ones that occur, the first., 
on a cop)7 of Philen1on I-Io1land \s Cyrupnedia of Xenophon, r 6 3 2., and 
the second., on the Scottish Booke of Co1;nuo11I1rayer,1637., both bound 
for Charles I ,vith his nrn1s, and both no,v at Harvard. The cinque-
f oil and the fleur-de-lis ure co1nn1on ornaments on London bindings 

!:I It ,n1s of course descril1ed in tl1c )."' cmc.niz sale: as noted below·, though 
"irvithout ascription to Racanj and rvlir.san had evjdently seen it, for hEs description 
of jt (Pastordle dranMtique-, p. 51 o) is not based on the Y cn1cni~ note+ I-I c., ho"\l'-
e,~or I di sn ii sscs .it gs -a counterfeit~ 

Librar·y,, 4th ser .• X ( l919""'"30 )1 14g--r 56 (Nos. 61 18~ 11, and 1). 
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of this tirne bllt, as yet., these particular too]s have not been identified. 
It may be- observed., ho,vcver, that no books have been traced thnt 
either bear the arn1s of I-I enrjetta I\1a rin or ,vcre hound to her order, 
although several hooks dedicated to her and in dedication binding~ 
arc kno,vn. 

The e:trly· provenance of this volume is obscure. Presun1ahiy-it ,vas 
in the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries in the library of the family 
of one of the noble -actors or actresses. It has on recto [A1] (sec P]atc 
Illa) a. press1nark, 'E.5 .. 26~>, very· sitnilar to tl1ose often found in Eng~ 
lish private libraries of the late seventeenth ~nd early eighteenth cen-
turies1 as~ for example, in the books fron1 Ampthill~ but ,vhcther those 
earl)r o,vners ,verc English or French cannot be nsccrt-ained. The 
ear]iest rcco'rd of it js in I 867-, at the sale of l\1. N. Yenieniz., lot 1945., 
although it docs 11ot bear his coin bookp1ntc~lo It has a ninctecnth-
ccntury· bookplate., made in Paris, of Tho1nas Po\vell (Franks 2 3957 

presumably· a 1nember of a 1\1elsh fami1y then Jiving in Franc~, for 
there is another bookpl~tc recorded by· Franks for a 1nan of the san1e 
name that ,vas engraved in Rouen)., and it bears the ticket of Theophi]e 
Belin, the "rel1-kno,,rn Paris bookseller bct\vecn the \Vars. Fjnall)r, it 
appeared in 195 2 in a catalogue of Georges I-Icilbrun., a very able Paris 
bookseHer., f ron1 \vhon1 it ,vas acquired for the ITlarvard Library· through· 
the generosity of Curt H. Reisinger~ "12. _· · 

The text here printed omits 360 out of i:l~e· s61ne· 2990' lin~s of ·the· 
original edition1 all the dedicatof)T and co1n1~1cndator);.. ·ve1:se·s· arid the· 
'Lettre de i\1onsieur de Rae an, a 1\-lonsicur de l\1a Pherhe' that. ,,~ere· 
piefixed, the appended 'Epirhahnnc' and 'Eglogu·e,:, and· the privilege 
and the crrata.) 1 Nevertheless, there can be little doubt that this Eng-· 
]ish edition ,vas printed fro1n the first., Paris, edition, 162 s (sec Plate 
lib), not only because the Pads edition ,vas the on]y-one then -a.vailable 
but also because the English edition is so close a reprint that even such 
an error as the 01n i ssio n of closing q not es in th c Par is edition js re-
p ca tc d .12 Alld~ began the text of the pla)7 itself on recto [A6], having 

J.I) A l.Jookpfo.te either ,ova] or sh:eld-shap~d, not Eke the Y cm~niz. plate~ ]rn~ hcon 
reLTIOYed fron1 the top center inside the front co, 1ct· .. 

11 The chorusest tot2li ng 182 Ii ncs, that o cc: ur t the end of rr ch of the fi r.,;;t four 
acts -in the Pa rj s edition are omitted, :-1.s is also the 'P rolog LJ e <le 1 Nymph c d c Seine. 
Au Roy/ 41 lines; Tisin1andre 1s song (II.~ ii) is reduced from 48 Jine~ to 1 :, Artcnicc~s 
Jong speech ( III, ii) from 59 lines to 3, CJeantes speech (] n., h~) from 22 to 1., and 
Alcjdo.r,s song (\', ii) from 36 to LL 

1.~ Par is1 p. 91 line 1 o; Lond ont p. 71 lin~ r o. 
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omitted th~ "Prologue/ -and for the next eleven pages (through recto 
B4) made a paginar) 71 indeed a linear~ reprint of the Paris edition. 
"\~1hilc setting the outer f onnc of sheet B) ho,vcvcr 1 he observed the 
first of the cuts in the copy he ,vas follo,ving- the on1ittcd part of 
the ~Chanson dt Tisin1and re, ,vould h a\rc bee11 on verso [ B8 J ; he then 
n1ust have cast off copy and discovered that almost thirteen pages 
,verc to be 01nittcd 2nd that if he saved a fe,v _Jines by· leading less 
heavi]y· tl1an 11is copy he could co1npress his text into 118 pages instead 
of r 3 3 less r 3 of the copy and so end his text on verso [H8] -...vithout 
any portion left uver. 13 Perhaps beca11sc he found this a difficult text 
to set, AJidc proceeded ,vith su111c care. His italic had no Io,vcr case 
'j/ so he normally used .cj,' '\Vith son1ctin1es a ro1nan 'j/ Frequentl}r he 
used the form 'aucc' instead of the tauecque' that occurs in the 162 5 
edition (and also in the Paris 162.8 edition, ,vhich ,ve also used for 
com parjson), and th ere are other smaH va ria tionsl' s on1 c of ,v hi ch are 
ac tu a 11 y cor reccions. For cxa1n plc, in the original Paris c di tion a four-
line ans,vcr of Alcidor in Act \T, Scene ii, 1s run on to a speech of 
Clorise ,vithout any· break, ,vhereas in the J .Jondon edition it is cor-
rect]y given to Alcidor4 H: 

Th c Harvard vo 1 u 111 c is o th cr,v isc of int er est bcca u sc it contains a 
nun1bcr of manuscript notes, in a not very clcgr French hand, regard-
ing various changes of scene a.s ,vcll 2s lighting and sound effects. T"i1e 
, vriter of the d cs cri ptj on of this book in the Y c111 en i z sale took these as 
proof that this piay-had heen produced at ]east once, though he thought 

· probahlr at the French Court. These notes evident]y· refer to the 
sccncr~t and ~eff ccts"' prepared for this pastoral h)7 Inigo Jones, of 
,v hi ch ~01n e d ra., vi n gs re stil I preserved at Chu ts,v orth. The proce-

i u n 1 and standing scene docketed "Pa~toral Sccane S01n~ House 
I 62 5 r 6]' is reproduced in the '''alpole Society's Desigus by Inigo 

1~ The p8gioation of the London ~clition ends "\Vith 116 hut pp. 85 ~nd 86 :.=i.rc 
repeated., and there are other errors. 0 n th c fast page, verso [ I 7 J of the P~ ri~ c-d i tio11 i 

six pass'J.ges totaling nine lines \Vere inserted ,vith tho hc'1.ding ,,r oicy quclques vcr.s qni 
pour avoir E:Ste envoyez trop tardi n~ont sccu csu-c corrjgc7, sur la prcsse/ AH of 
these Alldc inserted properly, and of conrse had to :.tllo,,;'" for: theln in his casting 
off. H c "\l'~s a Ii ttle more cavalier -a hon t the crratal of i.yJ, ic h n:vo pages ·were Ji sted 
in Lhe P~ris edition. Of the thirty-nine errors there listed that relate to the text 
Al1dc printed he corrected only hventy-one. :F·urther! on p. ii ]1e iote:rchti.nged li11es 
5 and 6, on p. 41 he urnitretl the last line of Alcidor~s rcplyt and on p. 68 he otnitt-cd 
one ]inc. 

:u P .. 113 of the P.arls editionf pp. 96--97 of the London. 1~hc spc-cchc:s ~re correctly 
djv id ed in the 1 6? 8 edition. 
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Racan' s J} .l\.rtenice 
Jones .1,j Al tog c th er, if th cse n1 an u script notes are com plcte, there ,vere 
five or six changes of scene. At the foot of the list of 'Les Actcurs/ 
verso [ A5], is ,vritten 'La Seine [scene] est v-ng village," ,vhich possi-
hl)r refers to the scene r~produced h)r the '''a1pole Society. At the 
head of Act I~ Scene i, on p. 1, there is ,vrittcn 'La 1 une se Lcuuc dune 
nue por 1nonstrer quil est nnict/ Possibly this refers to one of Inigo 
Jones,. unidentified dr~nvings at Chats,vorth, No. 393 in the '''alpole 
Society catalogue., of ,vhich a reproduction is given in Plate I\Ta.1n At 
the beginning of Act II., Scene i, p. 18, is ,vritten 'La Seine se change 
en vng bois,' ,vhich again r11ay· refer to the dra,ving., No~ 396, here re-
produced in Plate Illb, ,vhich is much Jess a f orcst th2n No. 393. In 
the n1iddle of Act II, Scene iv, p. 35 t ,vhere Artenice says 'Dieux qu'est-
ce que ie voy?, is 1vrittcn ,;Icy· tonncrcs ct csclairs et La lune sobcursist,' 
0nd on p. 36, after Polistcnc says 

Courage m cs cnf ans~ bien tost ie me promets 
De v o us rend re le iour au ssi c] air q ue iatn ais. 

is ,vrittcn 'Icy J..,a lune <lenient Claire... At the beginning of Act Illt 
Scene i, p. 47, is ,vritten 'l~a Seine se change [ one or nvo \Vords in-
decipherable] en village.pastoralJe.," ,vhich may he ChatS\vorth dra.\ving 
No. 392., reproduced in Piute 1, 7b. At the beginning of -.-\.ct IIf, Scene · 
iii~ p. 58, is -\\~ritten "'La Seine se change en La [ several indecipherable 
Jette.rs] de Seine., At the beginning of Act I\T, Scene v, p. 76, is ,vritten 
'La Seine se change en vng viHnge pastoral/ ,vhjch is prcsu1nably the 
sa1ne as Act III1 Scene i. At the beginning of Act \T, Scene i., p. 88, is 
,vritten 'La Seine sc change encore vne fois en vng bois,' ,vhich again 
ma)7 refer to the .same scene as at the beginning of Act I, Scene i. At 
the beginning of Act V, Scene v, p. 106., is "'ritten tLa Seine se change 
en vng village pastoral/ once n1orc presumably returning to Act III, 
Scene i Fina11y., at the end of the p1ay, p. J 16 (really 118), is ,vritten 
'Quand La pastoreJle est finist La seine sc change en vng mont desus 

1~ Plate X of Designr /Jy lnigo Jones for .klflsqrres & Plays at Court 1 ed. Percy 
Simpson and C. FL BE 11 (The 1~·,Ncl ft h ,r ol u me of the 1=\1 a] po] e Sod ety; 0 xf ord, 
1 914) _ Th r- 1T a bcrna lde of 1,ynl bcr for th c Q neen e st::1 n ding u ppo n 8 pi] hir .Ii ·with 
~rchitra,.-e freeze & cornishe"' r-cfcrrccl -to in 'The Declaration of the Acco111ptc of 
Henry \:Vic kcs genden1an, Paymaster of th c ,,, or l<cs,' Public Record O ili cc, A. 0. 
1. 2414/56 1 may rcfatc to this: dra\\,.Jng, for- the tcrnp1elike building .1t the xjght has 
eight col llllltlS+ 

1 a This d ra,ving and the d r;1,1.•i ngs sh 01.vn in PJ ates 111 b and 1 V lJ 3 re pu bl 1 shed ,vi th 
pennissi on of th c T ru stccs of th c Ch rr ts\vorth Sent em c nt and throng h tl 1 c kind ncss 
of the Li brar j a ni A-1 r Thorr)as S. \;~l r~gg. 
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Lequel sont assis lcs n1asque.s qui dessendcnt pour danser ct puis :iprc.s 
se change La seine en la 1naison de Soun1arcct et sy voit L.c flcuue de 
Tan1isc qui est La fi1L' These last t,vo .scenes have not been found; the 

-. first is the usual -descent scene of the actors ,vhen invitjng the guests 
to dance ,vith then1, but ,vhcthcr the Jast scene ,vas n1crely a. vie,v out 
of the ,vindo,vs of Son1ersct I-louse> or a painted scene, it is in1possi6le 
to say. 
· 1--his little book (it collates A.-Gli) in its elegant binding., ,vithont 
a proper tide, and ,virh no nan1c of prjntcr or publisher, ,vas pri vatcly 
printed for the use of the noble amateurs ,vho presented this latest of 
Paris sensations to the English Court. Professor Harbagc~ speaking of 
the performance of \\Taltcr l\1ontague,s Sbepberdts lJarrrdise by Hen-
rietta J\1aria and her ladies in 163 3, say·s 'One cannot believe that these 
fragile-biaincd ladies of the court committed to n1cn1orJ" such lin1itless 
stretches of opaque prose [I....'Artenice is in verse and rather .superior 
verse at th at, but tn any· of the speech es arc n1ore than fifty-lines in 
length]; one pictures them ,vith script delicately poised in their jc\v-
elied hands.' 17 And it ,vas not a nc,v· practice in England to print 
masques for court p e rf orrna n c es private] y, ,v it h out in1 pr in t.s~ pres urn-
-ably for the use of the actors. Ben Jonson bcf oic the date of this per-
f orniance had had four 111as-gues so printcd 1 not for sale, and most no\v 
very rare ~odeed, for t,vo of them ure, like L'Artenice, kno\vn only h)T 
a single cop_;r.18 . 

In France, ,vhcrc.._this practice 1na)• l1ave originated, one finds various 
references to 'livrcts/ 'livres de bal1ets/ and "'progran1111es"' distrihuted 
8t _this period to invited guests, not for sale,1D but no 1ncntion, so far as 
,ve have noticed, of actors, copies, that is, texts printed solely· for the 
actors~ use and not for commerce. The subject is an interesting one 
a.nd , veil ,v o rth in v estiga ting. 

1' Cavalier Dn.una, p. 14. 

JEAN PARRISH 

\, 1ILLIAM. A. JACKSON 

J;; The four arc LoverJ Afade Men, 1617, TiJHe Vindic11ted. 1623t Neptune.r Tri-
'u111 ph! 161. 4~ a t1d T /Jc Fon uuate l rl e :r, 161 s. "l\r r.ll.Vi? s f ro1n t!J e-N eii~ TTT or lcl "\v::rn prob-
a. bl y l fifth 1 though no copy h~s sur\~ived (sec Tbr- Carl H. Pforzbei'lner JJbrary"! 
N e,v ·y ork1 r 9401 1 I, 5 68-5 69 ) • 

i-::i Cf. Arthur Desfeuil1es1 ~Notice bih1iographj9ue/ Oeuvrej' de Afoliere, ed. Eu-
g enc De:s pois and Paul -i'H esn a rd. Xl ( P.arj s-, 1 893 ) , 9, and \ 7 ictor F ou rn cl, J_e s co11-
t cn1 po r,1 inr de Afolierc (Pads, I 863-75 )~ II. : 08. . 
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