
Green Mountain, Hockinson levies pass; 
La Center levy, Ridgefield bond failing

A handyman, a family man: 
Community mourns officer Donald Sahota

THE REFLECTOR

Preliminary results are in for 
the February special election as 
two school levies in North Clark 
County districts have leads 
geared toward approval, while a 
levy and bond are trailing behind 
in numbers

As of the Feb. 10 count, re-
placement levies for the Green 
Mountain and Hockinson school 
districts had the majority of vot-
ers in favor of the measures. 

The Green Mountain School 
levy, projected to be $1.99 per 

$1,000 of assessed value on 
properties, garnered 151 votes, 
or about 60.9% in favor, while 97 
people voted against it. The re-
placement levy would be slightly 
higher than the current $1.90 per 
$1,000 levy set to expire at the 
end of the year.

The Hockinson School Dis-
trict levy had a slimmer lead 
percentage-wise as of the lat-
est count on Feb. 10, with 1,703 
votes, or 53% in favor, and 1,060 
ballots in opposition. Hockin-
son’s replacement levy is expect-
ed to cost $1.89 per $1,000 of 

assessed value, or 39 cents more 
than the current $1.50 per $1,000 
levy that is set to expire.

In a news release, Hockinson 
School Board President Patrick 
Carter said the district will con-
tinue to be good stewards with 
the voter-approved funds.

“We have been working 
hard to keep rates as low as 
possible to minimize the bur-
den on our local taxpayers, 
while still providing funding 
for essential programs and 
services,” Carter stated. 

Hockinson superintendent 

Steve Marshall said “in spite of 
the challenges of the past two 
years, it shows how much the 
Hockinson community values 
and supports its students and 
schools.” 

While two district levies have 
been approved, La Center School 
District’s replacement levy was 
trailing in the preliminary results. 
In the Feb. 10 count, the levy had 
1,317 votes, or about 47.2% in 
support of the measure, and 1,472 
in opposition. The replacement 

RICK BANNAN
rick@thereflector.com

Vancouver Police Officer Donald Sahota’s 
reputation as someone keen on mechanical 
expertise was well-known.

“Some of my fondest memories with my 
dad are the late nights that I spent with him 
out in his shop,” Sahota’s son Colton said. “I 
sincerely believe that given enough time and 
the proper equipment, he could fix anything.”

He, alongside Sahota’s daughter Kylie Da-
Cunha and son-in-law Devin DaCunha, were 
among family who memorialized Sahota at a 
ceremony at ilani on Feb. 8.

“I truly do appreciate all he did and all 
I was blessed with the opportunity to learn 
from him, whether that was what it takes to 

change a transmission, build a rifle, or even 
what a marriage might take,” Devin Da-
Cunha said.

The family members were among a num-
ber of speakers including co-workers at the 
Vancouver Police Department who painted a 
picture of a man devoted to helping, in and 
outside of his law enforcement career. Sa-
hota, who was not on duty, was fatally shot 
by Clark County Sheriff’s deputy Jonathan 
Feller who was pursuing a robbery suspect 
that had stabbed Sahota at his Battle Ground 
residence on Jan. 29. The investigation is 
in its finishing stages, stated a news release 
from the Southwest Washington Independent 
Investigation Team on Feb. 11. The findings 
of the investigation were scheduled to be 
presented to the Clark County prosecutor on 

Feb. 15 for review. 
Sahota began his law enforcement career 

with the Gresham Police Department in 1994 
where he served for 17 years before joining 
the Port of Portland police. He joined VPD in 
2014, the third hire police chief James McEl-
vain made since he became chief.

McElvain said he was “truly devastated” 
by Sahota’s death.

“I have no words to fill the void he has left 
behind other than I am so sorry for our loss,” 
McElvain said. 

Gov. Jay Inslee met privately with the 
Sahota family earlier in the day, McElvain 
said, thanking the governor for attending the 
memorial. He said he learned from Sahota’s 

Ridgefield 
man accused 
of robberies 
in Salmon 
Creek
RICK BANNAN
rick@thereflector.com

A Ridgefield man is in custody 
after he allegedly robbed or at-
tempted to rob two businesses in 
Salmon Creek.

On Feb. 10, Clark Mattox, 
37, made his first appearance in 
Clark County Superior Court. 
He is charged with two counts of 
first-degree robbery, one count of 
first-degree assault, and one count 
of being a fugitive from justice. 
He is scheduled for an arraign-
ment hearing on Feb. 23.

According to a probable cause 
affidavit for Mattox’s arrest, po-
lice received photos of a suspect, 
later identified as Mattox, who 
was involved with multiple armed 
robberies in the 14000 block of 
Northeast 20th Avenue on Feb. 4 
and Feb. 7. 

According to the affidavit, 
Mattox first robbed Dough Boys 
Pizza by gunpoint. Three days 
later, Mattox returned to the area 
and robbed the nearby Dream 
Nails business. In both cases, he 
demanded money and displayed 
a handgun, the affidavit stated. 
Mattox was able to get cash from 
the first business, though he left 
before he could do so at the sec-
ond business, the affidavit stated.

Mattox’s vehicle was spotted 
several minutes before midnight 
on Feb. 7 in the parking lot of a 
nearby Winco store. Both Mattox 
and his wife were taken into cus-
tody without incident, the affida-
vit stated. 

According to police records, 
Mattox “claimed to swallow nar-
cotics” prior to his arrest. He was 
transported to a hospital for eval-
uation. The affidavit stated “he 
extendedly uttered ‘I am really 
sorry, I wasn’t trying to hurt any-
body. I was just desperate.’”PHOTO BY RICK BANNAN

Pallbearers lead the casket of Vancouver Police Officer Donald Sahota into ilani during a memorial service for the officer on Feb. 8.
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North Clark County students protest mask mandates 
RICK BANNAN
rick@thereflector.com

The current mask mandate in 
Washington schools has led stu-
dents to walk out of class and pro-
test the ongoing requirements. 

Last week, students in schools 
across North Clark County took 
part in demonstrations to show 
their frustration with the contin-
ued requirement to wear masks 
in school. The demonstrations 
occurred the same week state Su-
perintendent for Public Instruction 
Chris Reykdal voiced his support 
to move the decision on wear-
ing masks into the hands of local 
school districts. Reykdal made the 
recommendation to the Washing-
ton State Department of Health 
and Gov. Jay Inslee, who later said 
he plans to unveil a timeline to lift 
mask mandates as a whole the fol-
lowing week. 

In the Battle Ground Public 
Schools district, Amboy Mid-
dle School students demonstrat-
ed for the entire week. The dis-
trict also had demonstrations at 
Battle Ground High School and 
Daybreak Middle School, BGPS 
spokesperson Rita Sanders said. 

Hudson Young, an eighth grade 
student at Amboy, said he and oth-
er students at the school were in-
spired to organize a demonstration 
after similar protests occurred at 
Washougal High School. 

“Me and all the people who are 
out here are just tired of the mask 
mandates so we decided to do 
something about it,” Young said.

For the first few days, the pro-
test took place in close proximity 
to the school before the district 
designated a specific area for those 
participating in the demonstration, 
Young said. A letter from the dis-
trict on Feb. 8 acknowledged the 
protest at Amboy that day and said 
it had become  “a disruption to the 
normal operation of the school and 
district, severely hampering our 
ability to provide a safe learning 
environment to our students in the 

classroom.”
The district letter stated numer-

ous students were absent because 
they felt uncomfortable with the 
demonstration on campus. The 
letter announced the demonstra-
tion could only occur at the lower 
field of the school’s campus, and 
those participating would receive 
an unexcused absence. 

Although he said there were 
school officials who were support-
ive of the students’ efforts, Young 
acknowledged the unexcused ab-
sences are impacting grades.

“There’s a lot of people who 
said (the demonstration) wasn’t go-
ing to work, it was a waste of time, 
what’s the point of it, go home, but 
I just kept trucking along and go-
ing for it,” Young said.

Young said those involved span 
the grade levels at Amboy Middle 
School.

“We need more people to go 
out and stand up for themselves 
and other people,” Young said.

The La Center School District 
saw demonstrations at its middle 
and high schools. The La Center 
demonstrators had a designated 
time and place for their protests. 
Afterwards, they returned to class 
or were sent home. 

LCSD Superintendent Peter 
Rosenkranz said students who 
didn’t show up to class wouldn’t be 
considered an unexcused absence. 

“If a child goes to Olympia 
to protest a social issue and they 
want to have their voice heard with 
their parents, we would excuse it, 
so how is that different than hav-
ing kids on our road?” Rosenk-
ranz asked. 

He said the students took part 
in a political process that was im-
portant to acknowledge.

“I want them in class. I want 
them learning, but this is what 
you do in a democracy. You try to 
have your voice heard, and when 
people don’t listen, this is also 
what happens,” Rosenkranz said.

Rosenkranz said he appreci-
ated Reykdal’s announcement, 

something he said was “long 
overdue.” He noted how districts’ 
hands are currently tied when 
it comes to the enforcement, or 
non-enforcement, of mandates. 
Districts that don’t comply with 
the mandates could potentially 
lose state funding.  

“If they pull state funding, I 
don’t get to teach kids (and) that 
hurts kids,” Rosenkranz said.

On Feb. 9, high school stu-
dents from the Ridgefield School 
District demonstrated in front of 
the school much like other dis-
tricts. RSD Superintendent Na-
than McCann said on Feb. 11 he 
wasn’t aware of any other demon-
strations, adding the district is 
supportive of students who want 
to make their voices heard. 

“Students protesting, that’s 
been happening in this country 
for generations now,” McCann 
said.

Earlier that day, the district’s 
board of directors approved a 
letter in support of Reykdal’s rec-
ommendation during a special 
meeting. 

Woodland Public Schools 
saw demonstrations at its middle 

and high school, which district 
superintendent Michael Green 
said to his knowledge were or-
ganized by adults, not students. 
The protests on Feb. 4 proved to 
be “very disruptive,” Green wrote 
in an email, though he said none 
of the students were disciplined 
or suspended for engaging in the 
demonstration.

Green said students who re-
fused to wear masks in school 
were asked to call home, and 
there were a few instances of dis-
cipline not related to masking.

“We believe and support civil 

discourse and principled protest 
so long as they are not disruptive 
to students and learning,” Green 
wrote in the email. “Unfortunate-
ly, there have been several reports 
of rude and uncivil behavior on 
the part of adults and students 
who have engaged in these pro-
tests.”

Green noted superintendents 
and school boards have asked for 
some metrics “to provide some 
hope that the mandates and re-
strictions will sunset.” He said the 
statements by Reykdal and Inslee 
are encouraging.
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COURTESY PHOTO

Amboy Middle School students demonstrate at a gate on campus as part of a weeklong series of protests 
against mask mandates from Feb. 7 to Feb. 11.

COURTESY PHOTO

Amboy Middle School students demonstrate at a gate on campus as 
part of a weeklong series of protests against mask mandates from Feb. 7 
to Feb. 11.



COURTESY PHOTO

Liam McClintock in his Boy 
Scouts uniform.

COURTESY PHOTO

Boy Scout Liam McClintock organizes boxes of items collected during a backpack drive that provides supplies 
for those in the foster care system. 
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Boy Scout holds fundraiser for teens in 
foster care for his Eagle Scout project 
SEBASTIAN RUBINO
sebastian@thereflector.com

Liam McClintock, a senior at 
CAM Academy in Battle Ground 
and a Boy Scout for Troop 475 in 
Brush Prairie, has started an Ea-
gle Scout project to gather items 
for adolescents in the foster care 
system.

McClintock said he thought 
about hosting a backpack drive 
for years, but the idea to serve 
teenagers in foster care came lat-
er on. 

“Foster kids seemed like an 
excellent choice especially be-
cause the people in the commu-
nity and people I know who have 
experience with foster children 
are not the kind of people who 
just take one or two kids, they 
take eight or nine,” said McClin-
tock. “I find that really admirable 
because I’ve always felt that the 
foster care program always has 
its issues and the kids need a lit-
tle more attention in my opinion. 
That was where I finally found 
the cause I was looking for.”

He said that while younger 
children can be distracted from 
the issues they face with toys or 
trinkets, it’s harder with teenag-
ers because it takes time to push 
them out of their comfort zone so 
they can express what they need. 
As a result, he feels the teenagers 
could use some more love and at-
tention.

McClintock’s mother, Ann, is 
proud of her son’s achievement 
so far. 

“(He was) always a very seri-
ous kid, a very gifted student,” 
said Ann. “He has a big heart for 
the things that the rest of us miss. 
The people that need to be loved 
the most that maybe everybody 
overlooks, or the ones who need 
the most care, he’s always been 
that kid who gave them that.”

Ann said McClintock is a 
bright student, who “relates more 
to adults than kids.” 

“When he was little, if there 
was an elderly person, his heart 
would always gravitate toward 
those people,” she said. “He 
would just sit with them and keep 
them company.”

Ann said she’s “bursting at 
the buttons” and proud of Mc-
Clintock, noting the project has 
not been simple. McClintock has 
been planning it for years, she 
said.

Since many donation ser-
vices, like Toys for Tots, exist for 
younger children, McClintock 
felt teenage and adolescent foster 
kids were underserved and need-
ed more attention, which served 
as the inspiration for the idea. She 
noted how younger kids are easi-
er to distract with Lego sets and 
similar items, but teenagers have 

more complex needs. McClintock 
has experience working with ad-
olescent foster children and was 
able to gauge their needs first-
hand.

According to Ann, the pair 
have previously hosted a luggage 
drive for adolescent foster kids at 
her business, Five-Star Tattoo, in 
Battle Ground. 

“It came to our attention 
through an employee that these 
kids oftentimes have their person-
al belongings transported back 
and forth in trash bags and that 
just gutted him,” she said. “That 
was really hard for him to know 
and to hear, so I said, ‘well what 
age group do you want to serve?’ 
and it was a no-brainer for him. 
He wanted to serve teenagers. He 
figured it was a group that didn’t 
get a lot of attention.”

Ann said the project has been 
successful. They have shared 
their Amazon wishlist on Face-
book and other social media sites. 
Last Monday, Ann said her son 
woke up to see 13 Amazon pack-
ages on their front porch which 

were donated toward his effort. 
They then received more packag-
es throughout the week. For the 
project, the mother and son duo 
have collaborated directly with 

Boys and Girls Aid in Portland.
Besides the backpack drive, 

McClintock has volunteered at 
the North County Community 
Food Bank and the Hockinson 

Pancake Breakfast.
The wishlist for items can be 

found online at amazon.com/
hz/wishlist /ls/2M5LJK5197T 
J?ref_=wl_share.
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Bunker remembered with 

life vest loaner board

Bags of Appreciation and Remembrance 

RICK BANNAN

rick@thereflector.com

The legacy of Mark Bunker, 

Jr. is now memorialized in a free 

resource at Martin’s Bar west of 

Woodland.
On May 15, officials, family 

members, and others who knew 

Bunker gathered to commemo-

rate the official establishment of 

a “loaner board” life vest post, in-

tended to make sure that all those 

going on the river have adequate 

safety when enjoying the Colum-

bia River.
According to witnesses, on 

Aug. 30, 2020, Bunker, 35, was 

fishing about 300 yards from the 

shore at Martin’s Bar when he was 

seen falling out of his kayak as 

he dropped his line, the Cowlitz 

County Sheriff’s Office reported 

Resources one of 

many planned for 

Cowlitz County

Luminary Lighting display at PeaceHealth Southwest Medical Center  

honors health care workers and those who lost their life to COVID-19.

Inslee sets 

statewide 

reopening 

date of 
June 30

RICK BANNAN

rick@thereflector.com

An end to restrictions put in 

place to combat the COVID-19 

pandemic is in sight as Gov. 

Jay Inslee announced a change 

in statewide policy Thursday, 

May 13.
During a press conference, 

Inslee said the “vast majority of 

restrictions on our business activ-

ity” would be lifted as of June 30, 

adding it included “restaurants 

and gyms and the like.” He said 

there’s a possibility that the full 

reopening could happen sooner if 

the state is able to hit the 70-per-

cent threshold of individuals with 

at least one dose of vaccination.

“This is a huge step forward. 

It is a new chapter in our fight 

against COVID,” Inslee said. 

The state is moving toward a 

strategy focused on vaccinations, 

as opposed to restricting behav-

iors, he explained.

“We have a vaccine that is 

safe, that works, that is absolutely 

free and we are now moving to a 

full focus on that so we can save 

lives in our state,” Inslee said.

The decision behind the an-

nouncement came from an appar-

ent plateau and decline in cases in 

the state. Inslee said the current 

rates of COVID-19 deaths are 

“some of the lowest that we have 

experienced.”

With the announcement, every 

county in the state will be able to 

move to Phase 3 on Tuesday as 

long as their local health board 

allows it.
More than 57 percent of 

Vaccinations fuel 

governor’s decision

PHOTOS BY MARY BROTEN   |   For The Reflector 

PHOTO BY RICK BANNAN

Attendees at the official unveiling of a life vest loaner board at Martin’s Bar West of Woodland read 

the dedication to Mark Bunker Jr., who died while kayaking on the Columbia River in 2020.

The Luminary Lighting display shines brightly along a path at 

PeaceHealth Southwest Medical Center to the Firstenburg Tower to 

honor the health care workers, and those who have passed away 

due to COVID-19. 

(Left to right) Kris Foster from Gresham, and Sheri Bliss from 

Vancouver, who work as nurses in the surgery unit help arrange 

bags for the Luminary Lighting display at PeaceHealth Southwest 

Medical Center by the Firstenburg Tower, March 13, 2021. The 

lighting display was created to honor health care workers with white 

bags, and honor patients who have passed away from COVID-19 

symbolized with blue bags. More photos on A12.

A portion of the 130 

blue bags that represent 

each of the people lost to 

COVID-19 at PeaceHealth 

Southwest Medical Center 

as of March 13, 2021. 

Additionally around 400 

white bags were placed 

to honor the health care 

workers in recognition of 

National Hospital and 

Healthcare Workers Week.

Ridgefield 

Knowledge Bowl 

team takes third 

at nationals 
A10

Area auto shop 

owners indicted 

on Clean Air 

Act charges 
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New La Center middle school taking shape

THE REFLECTOR

While school districts across 

the state are opting to reopen their 

doors fully for the next school year, 

La Center will have greater capac-

ity as its new middle school takes 

shape.
On March 29, the district’s Face-

book page posted more than a doz-

en photos of the ongoing project, 

which will see an 81,000-square-

foot building with 550-student 

capacity built off of Northeast 

Lockwood Creek Road East of 

Building to be     

ready for 2021-2022 

school year

Inslee: All 
Washington 

residents 
over 16 
eligible for 

vaccine 
April 15

BY RICK BANNAN

rick@thereflector.com

The number of those living in 

Washington state able to receive 

doses of available COVID-19 vac-

cines will reach an almost-univer-

sal proportion as Gov. Jay Inslee 

announced that all those over 16 

years old will be eligible for vac-

cination April 15.

During a press conference 

March 31, the governor noted 

that some 2 million more Wash-

ingtonians became eligible for 

their doses and announced the 

next phasing-in of vaccinations 

in the middle of the coming 

month, which will bring the en-

tire adult population of the state 

into eligibility.

Inslee noted that the latest 

phase of vaccination eligibility 

comes four months after Wash-

ington began vaccinating individ-

uals, during which time some 3.3 

million doses have been adminis-

tered in the state, with more than 

1 million Washingtonians fully 

vaccinated.
Inslee said that increase in eli-

gibility was possible due to an in-

crease in doses the state has been 

able to allocate. Washington State 

Health Secretary Umair Shah 

said that the state started with 

around 12,000 to 13,000 doses 

daily with a goal to reach 45,000 

a day; now there are 54,000 doses 

Governor says 

expansion of eligibility 

made possible due 

to state’s resources

COURTESY PHOTO

The new La Center Middle School is seen mid-construction in a photo from the district made available in late March.
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The rate of recently-confirmed 

COVID-19 cases in Clark County 

saw a second week of increasing 

numbers, as the county has once 

again returned to a triple-digit 

rate last week.

Clark County Public Health’s 

March 30 update put the county 

at 105.6 confirmed COVID-19 

cases per 100,000 population in 

the past 14 days, up from 90.5 

cases per 100,000 last week. The 

county saw its lowest numbers in 

months the week prior, though 

the latest case rate still remains 

far below the 473.7 cases per 

100,000 reported in mid-January, 

the county’s all-time high.

Between March 26 and 

April 2, the county saw an ad-

ditional 317 confirmed cases of 

COVID-19 reported, according 

to Public Health. As of Friday, 

there were 288 active cases in the 

county, which are ones still in the 

isolation period.

The county saw only one 

COVID-19 death between March 

26 and April 2, a woman older 

than 80 with underlying health 

conditions. In total, Clark County 

has seen 242 COVID-19 deaths, 

including 217 confirmed to be due 

to the disease and 25 suspected.

Clark County maintains its 

share of COVID-19 cases and 

deaths in the state. The most-re-

cent numbers from the Washing-

ton State Department of Health 

put the county at about 5.7 percent 

of confirmed cases and roughly 

4.7 percent of deaths statewide.

Clark County COVID-19: Recent 

cases see second week of climb

 

GRAPH COURTESY CLARK COUNTY PUBLIC HEALTH

A graph showing the percentages of confirmed COVID-19 cases 

in Clark County, broken up by age group. The left bars show the 

percentage of cases, while the right bars show the age group’s 

percentage of the total Clark County population.

Local man completes 

restoration of classic truck 
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plane crash

A2

THIS WEEK’S CONTENTS

VITALS  ................
.................

.........A4

HORSE CORRAL ................
..........AS8

EVERYTHING ON WHEELS ............. A8

FAMILY .................
.................

......A10

OPINION .................
.................

.. A11

LEGALS  ................
.................

....... B1

CLASSIFIEDS  ................
................ B4

The Reflector

209 E Main St., Suite 139  

Battle Ground WA 98604

$1.00

The Newspaper with Integrity Since 1909 • TheReflector.com • Serving North Clark and South Cowlitz Counties

April 7, 2021

PRSRT STD

U.S. POSTAGE PAID 

BATTLE GROUND, WA

PERMIT #1

CHANGE 
SERVICE  

REQUESTED

See STATE on Page A7

See SCHOOL on Page A7

The Reflector

CH
61

04
45

 d
b

Filename: 1
0 THE REFLE

CTOR

Run date: A
PRIL 7, 202

1

Store: VANCOUVER

����������
�

����������
����������

���

����������
���������

���

���������
������

�����
	������
�	�	�������������


��������	�
�������������	��



 

����������
�����������������

���������������
����������

����������
���� 

INSTALL A QUALITY UNDERGROUND

SPRINKLER
SYSTEM

DO IT YOURSELF AND SAVE 50-60%

WE’LL DESIGN THE SYSTEM FOR YOU, EVEN 

HELP YOU SELECT THE MATERIALS NEEDED!

PLUS INCREASE PROPERTY VALUE!

��������	�
�������������	��



 

DO IT YOURSELF AND SAVE 50-60%

WE’LL DESIGN THE SYSTEM FOR YOU, EVEN 

HELP YOU SELECT THE MATERIALS NEEDED!

PLUS INCREASE PROPERTY VALUE!

FREE
Guide

1900 NE 78th Street, Vancouver, WA

(360) 574-3134  |  GroverElectric.com

ELECTRICAL  PLUMBING  LIGHTING  IRRIGATION

DO IT YOURSELF AND SAVE!
ESTD 1954

COURETESY PHOTO

The new La Center Middle School is seen mid-construction in a photo from the district made available 

in late March.

We want your 
news tips

The Reflector is always looking for tips  
from readers when it comes to gathering 

stories and publishing news. 
Send tips to news@thereflector.com



simply call us today 
360-687-5151 or email
cs2@thereflector.com

enjoy 
reading

The 
Reflector?
Become a subscriber 

and support your  
local newspaper.

In the Feb. 2 edition of 
The Reflector, Ron Montoya’s 
business credentials were in-
correctly listed in the story 

titled “Operator of longtime 
Dollar’s Corner Sawmill is set 
to retire.” Montoya is licensed 
and bonded as a general con-

tractor and operates PineR-
idge Rustics, LLC. Lodgepole 
Furniture is a product line of 
Montoya’s.

Correction

A4   The Reflector FEBRUARY 16, 2022
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A Tradition
 of Caring

For More Than 68 Years 

Family Owned Cemetery, Funeral  
Chapel and On-Site Crematory.

    Services and Prices for All Needs
    Pre-Arrangement Planning

Caring Staff • Convenient Location • Beautiful Grounds

1101 NE 112th Ave. - Vancouver, WA
360.892.6060 
EvergreenMemorialGardens.com 5 Years In a row
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Marjorie O’Rourke was born 
Marjorie Lee Spaulding in 1932 
in Vancouver, Washington.

She is preceded in death by 
her husband James Michael 
(Jim) O’Rourke 1931-2006, 
and her siblings Philip Everett 
(Phil) Spaulding (1924-2010), 
Marcella Jeanne (Marcella) 
Mack (1926-1996), and Mary 
Lou (Mary) Dauner (1928-
2003). 

Marge was born at home at 
39th and Daniels in Vancouver, 
Washington. Her family moved 
to Hazel Dell in 1940, where 
she grew up. 

She knew Jim all her life. 
They attended school together 
and Jim had been her family’s 
paper boy. They both graduated 
from Vancouver High School. 
They got married in Reno, 
Nevada, in 1958, and raised 
three children whom they loved 
very much. 

Marge was always a hard 
worker, sometimes looking after 
home, children and animals all 
by herself when Jim, who was a 
bus driver for many years, was 
away. She also held many jobs, 
including as a nanny for a family 
with six children, a model, an 
employee at the Awahnee Hotel 
in Yosemite (which she fondly 
remembered), as an Avon Lady, 
and a school bus driver, which 
was her favorite job. She loved 
the children and her fellow 

drivers, and they loved her. Her 
daughter Erin remembers that 
when she was a girl and went to 
the mall with her mother, Marge 
knew more kids than she did. 

Marge liked life at home 
— the Clark County Fair, 
gardening, canning fruit and 
vegetables, raising chickens, 
cows and horses — but she 
also loved to travel the world, 
especially with her daughter 
Erin, her favorite traveling 
companion. Together, they 
toured the United States and 
visited Hawaii, Canada, Mexico 
(where they took a hellacious 
trip on a Mexican bus from 
Puebla to the Yucatán, and 
visited Mérida and Cancún), 
Fiji, Australia, New Zealand, 
Japan and Austria, where her 
son Michael lives. 

Marge also liked to eat, 
and her son Patrick fondly 
remembers the many meals 
he and his children Emily and 
Keenan ate with her at the 
local restaurants she liked. 
Her favorite restaurant was the 
Keo Thai restaurant in Battle 
Ground. 

She was always friendly 
with the clerks at Safeways and 
Trader Joe’s, and she loved to 
bake cupcakes for the guys at 
Les Schwab who looked after 
her cars and always took great 
care of her. 

A child of the Great 

Depression, Marge was thrifty 
and knew how to make a dollar 
go a long way. Nevertheless, 
she also enjoyed visiting local 
casinos with her friends. An 
eternal optimist, she religiously 
bought lottery tickets and 
entered every contest she 
could find, and she sometimes 
won, including a gold-colored 
stingray bicycle with sissy 
bar for her son Michael and a 
pickup truck for herself. 

Marge loved nature and 
watching the hummingbirds and 
other animals in her yard. She 
loved hiking and still took long 
walks outdoors until a recent 
surgery made it harder for her 
to get around, but she looked 
forward to getting back outside. 

She loved books and reading 
and was a regular at the Battle 
Ground Community Library, 
and crocheted many library 
card holders for them. She 
loved to crochet and knit. The 
cozy slippers she knit are worn 
by many friends and relatives 
around the world. She passed 
her love of gardening, nature, 
travel and books on to her 
children and grandchildren. 

She was close to her brother 
and sisters and cared for her 
brother Phil after the death of 
his wife Jeanette. Marge was 
fiercely independent and lived 
alone, although her son Patrick 
who lived nearby, always 

looked after her and cared for 
her lovingly. Her grandchildren 
Emily and Keenan lived with 
her for a time, and Emily fondly 
remembers the songs Marge 
used to sing to them every night 
before they went to sleep. She 
now sings the same songs to 
Marge’s great-granddaughter 
Ryleigh. 

Marge is survived by her 
children Michael (Casey), 
Patrick (Pat) and Erin (Erin); 
her grandchildren Iris, 
Teresa, Eamon, Fiona, Emily 
and Keenan; and her great-
granddaughter Ryleigh. 

Please RSVP to 
o u t b a c k m a r g e @ o u t l o o k .
com by March 1 and let us 
know if you’ll be attending 
the celebration of her life at 
McMenamins in Kalama on 
Sunday, March 6, 2022 from 2 
to 6 p.m. Don’t forget to include 
your contact information and 
the size of your group in the 
RSVP. We’d also love to hear 
how you know Marge. 

A final note: Although Marge 
loved flowers, it would be a 
greater honor to her memory if 
you were extra nice to a child, a 
clerk, a waitperson, a librarian, 
a gardener or a mechanic. 

To view the obituary, please go to chronline.com/obituaries.

Marjorie O’Rourke
In Loving Memory Of

1932  ~  2022

Van Ernest Matson was 
born June 4, 1956, to Lew and 
Penny Matson in Vancouver, 
Washington. He unexpectedly 
died Jan. 28, 2022, as his heart 
quietly stopped in his sleep. 
His heart was damaged after a 
heart attack at age 36 on Feb.15, 
1993, and he has struggled with 
its limitations since.

He loved God and His Word, 
and humbly rejoiced that his 
loving Jesus had paid for all of 
his sins. He shared the love in 
his heart with those he met. He 
was a lifelong member of the 
Hockinson Apostolic Lutheran 
Church.

Van grew up on the banks of 
the Lewis River above Battle 
Ground. He attended Battle 
Ground schools and graduated 
from Battle Ground High 
School in 1974.

Van married his childhood 
sweetheart Oct. 26, 1974, 
and they grew up together, 
entwined, intermingled, and 
were blessed with 47 years of 
marriage. The way he tells it, 
she was literally his childhood 
sweetheart, as he insisted he 
was 6 when he decided he was 
going to marry Laura. 

With a baby and a toddler, 
on May 1, 1978, at age 21, 
Van and Laura started their 
own business, Right Way 
Excavation, where his goal was 
to do it right. His employees 
and many of his customers 
became his friends. Many times 
through the years, Van said how 
fortunate he was to be able to 
do work he enjoyed, but in the 
last years, he did not enjoy it so 
much, and was looking forward 
to retirement. 

He often said, “I really 
like people. I am a people 
person.” We teased him that 
he was the kind of person 
who thinks “a stranger 

is just a friend he hadn’t 

met yet.” His family, his work 
and visiting were his favorite 
pastimes, but he also enjoyed 
traveling in cars, pickups, RVs, 
on airplanes, motorcycles, as 
well as arm-chair traveling and 
history via reading books. He 
also enjoyed snowmobiling, 
classic vehicles, and in years 
past, hiking with his wife, or 
friends, climbing Mount St. 
Helens a couple times and 
hiking across the Grand Canyon. 
Also, like most Matsons, he had 
a special affinity for Silver Star 
Mountain, where their ancestors 
ran free range cattle, and Van 
told many times about being on 
a couple roundups, horses and 
all. The generations following 
love it like it was their own 
mountain.

He wanted to do more 
traveling after he retired, but he 
and Laura, and family were able 
to travel a considerable amount 
in the United States, and some 
in Canada, through the years 
and also enjoyed a number of 
trips to Europe. They especially 
enjoyed a trip to Israel. We are 
thankful for those times.

He will be missed by many, 
but deeply and especially 
missed, by his wife, children 
and grandchildren.

Van is survived by his loving 
wife Laura Karlsen Matson, of 
Battle Ground, Washington; 
their dear children, daughter 
Katrina, with husband Chad 
Taylor of Traverse City, 
Michigan; son Wyatt, of 
Ridgefield, Washington; son 
Tristan with wife Sonja, of 
Battle Ground, Washington; 
son Courtney with wife Shana, 
of Pasco, Washington; daughter 
Larisa, of Battle Ground, 
Washington; daughter Rosalina 
with husband James Yales, of 
Yacolt, Washington; daughter 
Christabelle, of Battle Ground, 
Washington; and daughter 

Lililya of Battle Ground, 
Washington. He left 15 much 
loved grandchildren: Gavin, 
Berwyn, Anwen, Kendrick, 
Tressa, Penelope, Aleah, Sylvia, 
Jeffrey, Eleanor, Chanelle, Ean, 
Leander, Cassia and Carly. 

He is also survived by his 
sister Joan Spence, of Battle 
Ground, Washington; sister 
Diana with husband Wilho 
Aho, of Sebeka, Minnesota; 
brother Jack with wife Ann, 
of Amboy, Washington; sister 
Marsha with husband Leslie 
Hanson, of Ponsford Prairie, 
Minnesota; sister Nora with 
husband Andy Mickelson, of 
Amboy, Washington; brother 
Paul with wife Cheryl, of Battle 
Ground, Washington; brother 
Rodney Matson, of Yacolt, 
Washington; brother Roger 
with wife Priscilla of Greer, 
South Carolina; and brother 
Norman with wife Aurora, of 
Battle Ground, Washington; 
numerous nieces and nephews 
and cousins, and other relatives 
of his and Laura’s, his church 
family, as well as many other 
friends. 

He is preceded in death by 
his parents Lewis and Penny 
(Ethel) Matson, his brother 
Karl Matson, his sister-in-law 
Joy Matson, his parents-in-law 
Marvin and Marilyn Karlsen, 
and brother-in-law Neal 
Karlsen.

The funeral will be held 
at the Hockinson Apostolic 
Lutheran Church, 16108 NE 
192nd Ave., Brush Prairie, 
on Feb. 7, 2022, at 2 p.m. 
Viewing is at 1 p.m. He 
will be interred at Gravel 
Point Cemetery.

In Loving Memory Of

1956  ~  2022

Van Matson

To view the obituary, please go to thereflector.com/obituaries.

In Loving Memory Of

Elizabeth Lindberg was 
born March 3, 1919, in 
Astoria, Oregon, the fifth of 
nine children born to John and 
Anna Ek. She passed away 
Feb. 5, 2022, at age 102, in 
Battle Ground, Washington, 
after gradually failing health.

Elizabeth grew up in Mist, 
Oregon, until she was 15. 
Although faced with many 
adversities, the children were 
nourished with love and 
taught Living Christianity 
at an early age. It was a joy 
when they moved to Portland 
in 1934, as they could attend 
services and visit with other 
Christians in the Brush Prairie 
area at the Old Apostolic 
Lutheran Church. That year, 
she and her brother, Leonard, 
attended confirmation school, 
with the precious teachings 
leaving lifelong memories and 
strengthening their faith. 

Elizabeth finished high 
school in Portland. In 1938, 
she married Lee Tombleson. 
They had two children: Anna 
Louise and Kenneth Leroy. 
She later married Sven 
Lindberg, in 1953, who passed 

away 10 years later. She 
took nurses training and 
worked in the health field 
for the remainder of her 

life. Elizabeth helped raise 
many foster and stepchildren. 
Her caring heart and sacrifice 
touched many lives.

Surviving Elizabeth is her 
son Ken Lindberg; Anne's 
children Jill, Dave and Mike 
Schindler; and Ken’s children 
Tracy, Tammy, Michael, 
Kelly, Jacob, Rita and Donald; 
and daughter-in-law Becky 
Lindberg.

She was preceded in 
death by her daughter Anne 
Schindler, her parents, and all 
of her siblings Ellen, Gertrude, 
Anne, Rachael, Leonard, 
Walter, Ruth and Louise.

Elizabeth's funeral was 
on Feb. 11, 2022, at The 
Old Apostolic Lutheran 
Church, Brush Prairie, 
with committal at Elim 
Cemetery.

1919  ~  2022

To view the obituary, please
go to yelmonline.com/obituaries.

Elizabeth Lindberg



COURTESY PHOTO

Marin Carter is pictured.
Stephanie Li Chinn

1990  ~  2022

Stephanie Li Chinn, 
daughter of Debra Strom and 
Michael Elmer, was born on 
March 9, 1990, at Evergreen 
Hospital in Kirkland, 
Washington. Her life ended 
instantly in a car accident on 
Feb. 1, 2022. Her constant 
companion (fur baby) Shae 
Fawx was also killed in the 
accident. For a complete 
notice, please visit www.
sigsfuneralservices.com.

In Loving Memory Of

To view the obituary, please go to thereflector.com/obituaries.
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Prairie High School senior nominated 
to attend military service academies
SEBASTIAN RUBINO
sebastian@thereflector.com

Marin Carter, a senior at 
Prairie High School, has been 
nominated by Congresswoman 
Jaime Herrera Beutler and Sen. 
Patty Murray to attend West 
Point in New York, the Unit-
ed States Air Force Academy 
in Colorado Springs, and the 
United States Naval Academy 
in Annapolis, Maryland.

Carter is enthusiastic about 
the recent news.

“I’m very excited about it,” 
said Carter. “It’s something 
I worked toward and it feels 
good to have that work pay off.”

Carter is a member of the Ju-
nior Reserve Officer Training 
Corps (JROTC). 

“I’ve worked throughout my 
four years in high school to 
work my way up through the 
leadership board,” she said. 

Carter was recently promot-
ed to the cadet colonel rank in 
the program and said she has 
recently become the group ad-
jutant, which assists the unit 
commander, during the first se-
mester of the year.

Carter has so far applied to 
the U.S. Air Force Academy 
and U.S. Naval Academy. As 
a backup, she plans to apply to 
the U.S. Army and Navy ROTC 
if she doesn’t make it into one 
of the schools. 

In college, she plans to study 
aeronautical engineering. 

“I wanted to be a pilot and 
that was just one major I have 
seen be used to become a pi-
lot,” Carter said.

JROTC differs from ROTC 
in that it’s “less intense” and 
prepares cadets for their next 
step in enlisting or joining an 
ROTC unit, according to Car-
ter. On the other hand, ROTC 
is stricter and prepares people 
to join the military and prepare 
them for a life outside of school 
in general.

Part of her motivation to en-
list was from her grandfather 
who served in the U.S. Navy 
and her great-grandfather who 
served in the U.S. Army.  

“I wanted to serve my coun-
try and be of service to the oth-
er men and women who serve 
our country, wanting to pay 

back those who died and fought 
for the freedoms I’ve been able 
to have,” she said.

Her father, Josh Carter, is 
proud of his daughter’s achieve-
ments.

“We’re very excited for her,” 
he said. “We’re excited about 
the opportunity and the doors 
that would open for her. Marin 
is very shy in a lot of ways, so 
this is, in a way, outside of her 
comfort zone to be able to do 
the work necessary and to have 
the determination necessary 
to get something like this, so 
we’re very proud of her.”

Josh Carter also had many 
things to say about his daugh-
ter’s character and what makes 
her who she is.

“Marin always had a lot 
of grit,” he said. “She always 
liked to try new things and 
always liked to challenge her-
self by trying lots of different 
activities, always wanting to 
go out and explore, visit new 
countries, see new cultures, 
always asked a lot of different 
questions as to why things are 
the way they are.”

He recalled a trip Carter 

went on to Spain, Portugal and 
Morocco with her grandparents 
four years ago. She planned the 
entire trip and instead of hiring 
a tour guide to lead the way, his 
daughter did that.

“She researched the coun-
tries, figured out what the cul-
ture was and things they want-
ed to look at, and she just took 
care of it,” he said.

Josh Carter said both cam-
puses are beautiful and “excit-
ing places to be able to spend 
four years.”

Besides JROTC, Carter has 
been a youth leader at Colum-
bia Presbyterian Church. She 
works at Taco Bell, has been 
a camp counselor, and loves to 
travel and spend time with her 
friends.
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The End of Protestantism
By Peter J. Leithart. “Protestantism has had a 

good run. It remade Europe and made America. 
It inspired global missions, soup kitchens, church 
plants, and colleges in the four corners of the 
earth. But the world and the church have changed, 
and Protestantism isn’t what the church, including 
Protestants themselves, needs today. It’s time to 
turn the protest against Protestantism and to envi-
sion a new way of being heirs of the Reformation, 
a new way that happens to conform to the original 
Catholic vision of the reformers”.

The author of these words would have us believe 
that Protestantism is over, it’s just a matter of time 
and it too will be a distant memory, something 
that should be stripped from the history books. It 
is possible that this could be the future of Protes-
tantism if it weren’t for one thing, man alone is not 
the author of Protestantism. What keeps Protes-
tantism alive is Inspiration. Inspiration from God 
has always kept the church inspired, protesting 
“against spiritual wickedness in high places” 
(Ephesians 6:12). History has shown, our Father 
in heaven has never failed humanity in redirecting 
His church into the path of righteousness. The his-
tory of the church has been in this position before 
where it might appear Protestantism were about to 
fall. It’s true churches professing to be Protestant 
no longer have anything to say in regards to their 
faith as it once differed from that of Catholism, but 
rather focuses on what unites the two on any given 
Sunday. This theology of man takes Protestantism 
back where it was, now apostate in practice. 2 Peter 
2:22 puts it in these words. “But it happened unto 
them according to the true proverb, The dog is 
turned to his own vomit again; and the sow that 
was washed to her wallowing in the mire”. Elijah, a 
reformer prior to Protestantism and very adamant 
about which path the church should be on, stated, 
“I have been very jealous for the Lord God of host: 
because the children of Israel have forsaken thy 
covenant, thrown down thine alters, and slain thy 
prophets with the sword; and I, even I only, am 
left; and they seek my life, to take it away” (1 Kings 
19:14). The Lord’s reply was this, “yet I have left 
me seven thousand in Israel, all the knees which 

have not bowed unto Baal, and every mouth which 
hath not kissed him” (v. 19). These words reveal the 
spiritual practices of paganism which has blurred 
the lines of late in Christianity. There are those 
today that consider themselves Christians that 
have been taught it a virtue to kiss or bow to that 
which they reverently worship, something straight 
out of paganism. True Protestantism will always 
protest paganism in all its forms. Paganism was 
accepted into the Early Christian church following 
the death of generations that were faithful to the 
testimony of Jesus and His ministry. Paganism 
and a form of Christianity adapted its practice in 
the Early Christian church forming the Papacy. 
Catholism takes the form as Christian, bringing 
with it many pagan practices. It is true, Protes-
tantism, just as in Old Testament times struggled 
to bring the church to understand what it was 
protesting, pagan practices were not seen for what 
they were, and if questions were asked, excuses 
were presented in giving as little light as possible 
along with a heavy dose of traditional thought, 
void of any merit in God’s word, stifling further 
inquiry, as apologist labor to convince churches to 
conform to the original Catholic vision.   

The above quote says, “it’s time to turn the 
protest against Protestantism”. Many have asked 
the question, what is going on in America and to 
the rest of the world as politicians and prominent 
leaders turn their back on what they once knew 
was good for their country? The Catholic church 
acknowledges it was Protestantism that played a 
major role establishing this nation. Protestantism 
keeps the Catholic church from returning to total 
dominance, the very reason Protestants distanced 
themselves from Papal rule. As principles of 
Protestantism are faithfully lived out, teachings 
of Catholism have and will suffer. It is only under 
Protestantism this nation has received any bless-
ing, blessings for Catholics and Protestants alike, 
“for there is no respect of persons with God” (Ro-
mans 2:11). Sadly, the Catholic church envisions a 
new way differing from our Nation’s Constitution 
as leaders support protests against noted Christian 
principles.

Paid for and authored by Tom W. Ogren Search: “Old World Protestant and Beyond” • let_this_mind_be_in_you@yahoo.com
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BUTCHER
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BOYS
www.mybutcherboys.com

Sausages • Smoked Meats
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We Process All Our Own Smoked Meat & Sausage

4710 E. Fourth Plain Blvd  Tues - Sat 9:00am - 6:00pm • Closed Sun & Mon

Custom cutting & Processing
Beef • Pork • Wild Game

Proudly Serving Clark CountyVANCOUVER’S 
FINEST MEAT 

MARKET
SINCE 1969!

Shelly Adell Churchman 
Gabbard passed away 
suddenly on Jan. 12, 2022.

Born on Aug. 29, 1971, she 
is survived by her daughter 
Jaden; her honorary daughter 
Kiya; her parents Carol and 
Ron; her siblings Grace, 
Nicholas, Carla, Adam and 
Wendy; and many nieces and 
nephews. 

Shelly was a knitter, an 

artist, an avid novel reader, 
and an amazing cook, baker 
and mixologist. To be with 
Shelly was to be well fed and 
cared for. Her unique balance 
of edginess and softness 
endeared her to everyone that 
knew her. She wasn’t afraid to 
speak her mind, but she also 
could accept anyone for who 
they were. We will all miss 
Shelly so very much. 

Nobody will ever replace 
our Shelly, but if you’d like 
to try dab on some Love 
Spell perfume, turn up the 
Def Leppard, pour yourself a 
raspberry vodka, and put on 
the most vivacious, sparkling 
smile you can summon. 

 A celebration of life will 
be planned for summer of 
2022.

To view the obituary, please go to thereflector.com/obituaries.

Shelly Churchman Gabbard
In Loving Memory Of

1971  ~  2022

To view the obituary, please go to thereflector.com/obituaries.

 Rex Edward Gardner 
passed into glory on 
Wednesday, Dec. 1, 2021 
in Goodyear, Arizona, 
due to complications 
from COVID-19. He was 
born on June 21, 1949 
to Richard and Betty 
Gardner in Vancouver, 
Washington. Rex accepted 
Christ at an early age and 
he was a man whose faith 
had great influence on his 
life. He grew up in Battle 
Ground, Washington, 
where he worked on the 
family dairy farm and 

attended Battle Ground 
High School, graduating 
in 1967. Rex proudly 
served his country in the 
U.S. Air Force during 
the Vietnam War, being 
stationed for 11 months 
in Korat, Thailand as 
a welder supporting 
the war effort. He was 
preceded in death by his 
parents. He leaves to 
cherish his memory his 
loving wife of 53 years 
Pam (Orthmeyer); 
his daughters Kim 
(Steve) Dauwe, 
Teri (Doug) Oates and 
Julie (Brett) Bies; seven 
grandchildren and two 
great-granddaughters; 
sisters Diane, Marlis and 
Debbie; and numerous 
nieces, nephews and 
cousins. He is greatly 
missed.

1949 - 2021

In Loving Memory Of

Rex Gardner
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The hearse carrying Vancouver Police Officer Donald Sahota arrives at ilani for a memorial ceremony on Feb. 8.

PHOTO BY RICK BANNAN

Washington State Patrol troopers march in a procession for Vancouver Police Officer Donald Sahota at ilani 
on Feb. 8.

PHOTO BY RICK BANNAN

A picture of Vancouver Police Department Officer Donald Sahota sits in a memorial on the stage prior to a 
ceremony honoring the officer at ilani on Feb. 8.
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mother that he had wanted to be 
a police officer from an early 
age.

“She said he just wanted to 
help people,” McElvain said. 

The police chief recounted 
a quote from Fred Rogers that 
states “When I was a boy and 
I would see scary things in the 
news, my mother would say to 
me, ‘look for the helpers. You 
will always find people who are 
helping.’”

“While the situations might 
not always have been scary, 
Don was always there helping,” 
McElvain said.

Hundreds of law enforcement 
personnel took part in a proces-
sion from Vancouver to ilani 
along Interstate 5 with Sahota’s 
casket and family prior to the 
service. Numerous members of 
law enforcement at the memori-
al wore masks bearing “1531,” 
Sahota’s badge number. 

Former VPD Officer Robin 
Brown, who worked with Sa-
hota both on patrol and in the 
department’s training unit, said 
she considered Sahota “a friend, 
not just a partner.”

“It was awesome to have him 
as a beat partner. When I was 
new, he had so much experience 
and wisdom to offer,” Brown 
said. 

Brown shared a few mem-
ories on the beat with Sahota, 
from chasing down a suspect to 
downtime at the scene, talking 
about his family.

“He reminded me to spend 
time with family and hold on 
tightly to them, because fami-
ly is more important than any-

thing,” Brown said. 
Sahota’s sense of duty went 

toward both his job and his 
loved ones.

“We know Don always an-
swered that calling, even at the 
very end, but he balanced that 
with the things that mattered 
even more than this job,” Brown 
said. 

Vancouver Police Depart-
ment Detective Shane Hall met 
Sahota while he was still work-
ing at Gresham. They ran into 
each other at their children’s 
soccer games. They both were 
assigned to investigations at 
their respective departments at 
that time, finding a connection 
through their similar experienc-
es on the job.

“What struck me about Don 
is it had felt like I had known 
him for decades. It felt like we 
had grown up together,” Hall 
said. 

Hall also recalled Sahota’s 
technical knowhow, as he re-
paired Hall’s vehicle after a 
breakdown, and his reverence 
for his wife, Dawnese.

“He’s brought honor to his 
family, his department and his 
community,” Hall said.

Family friend James Rein-
hardt first met Sahota while 
they coached a youth soccer 
team. He said Sahota served as 
the “shepherd” for the team and 
was able to notice when certain 
players needed a little more en-
couragement and mentoring.

“His motivation for the things 
he did all revolved around his 
family and their wellbeing,” Re-
inhardt said. “Don was a man 
you wanted to pattern your own 
life after. He commanded re-
spect through his actions, not 
just words.”

Sahota
Continued from page A1
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 La Center Middle School Principal Lauri Landerholm stands in the outdoor commons area at the new middle school in this file photo.
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Cowlitz foundation grant will bring 
equity to La Center school technology
RICK BANNAN
rick@thereflector.com

A $90,000 grant through an 
organization of the Cowlitz Indi-
an Tribe will provide laptops and 
monitors to teachers in the La 
Center School District.

Late last month LCSD an-
nounced it had received the grant 
through the Cowlitz Tribal Foun-
dation Clark County Fund. The 
fund is an extension of the tribe 
and has representation from the 
tribe, Clark County government 
and nonprofits. This year the dis-
trict announced it received the 
grant for the first time, which will 
bring in more technology to help 
teachers both in and outside the 
classroom.

The need for technology im-
provements in the district became 
clear after the construction and 
opening of the district’s middle 
school this year. The new school 
features a number of technology 
improvements, so upgrades are 
needed at the elementary and 
high schools, the district’s Direc-
tor of Teaching and Learning Mi-
chelle O’Neil said. 

Since the La Center School 
Board approved a local levy for 
the ballot which had the same rate 
as the current one on the books, 
the district needed to find another 
source of funds for the upgrades. 
That’s when the Cowlitz Tribal 
Foundation came in, which the 
district identified as a good part-
ner to fund those improvements, 
O’Neil said.

The district has identified a 
number of priorities for the grant 
money. The top priority is mo-
bile laptops for teachers to help 
students around the classroom, 
O’Neil said. The laptops will also 
come in handy if remote learning 
is required, and they will also aid 
professional development.

“That means when they’re 
coming to trainings, they have 
that laptop, they can better ac-
cess technology right in the mo-
ment,” O’Neil said. 

The grant will also fund com-
puter monitors in classrooms, 
allowing for easier instruction.

Although it hasn’t been ap-
proved by the school board 
yet, O’Neil said the district has 
also requested microphone and 
speaker systems for the class-
room to help students and teach-
ers hear each other. Rising costs 
of those systems may prove to 
be cost-prohibitive, however.

O’Neil said the district’s 
technology funds are limited. 
The improvements at the mid-
dle school were funded through 
a voter-approved bond, while 

the other schools have to rely 
on what comes from the state 
and what is locally approved 
through regular levies.

“So this will definitely bring 
us up to the place where we can 
have all teachers functioning 
at an equitable place, as far as 
the technology in their room, to 
serve students,” O’Neil said.

O’Neil said an organization 
can apply for one grant per 
calendar year and can request 
funding for up to three years. 
She thanked the foundation for 
approving the district’s grant, 
which is part of millions the 
foundation gives every year 
for similar initiatives, a release 
from the district stated.

“They have been very gener-
ous and are definitely focused 
on students and educating our 
community,” O’Neil said. “We 
are so grateful to be able to take 
advantage of this and bring our 
technology up to par.”

O’Neil said the grant will al-
low for greater equity for teachers 
and students across the district’s 
schools.

“We want for all of our stu-
dents, regardless of the circum-
stances or their ability, to have ac-
cess to instruction,” O’Neil said. 
“In order to make that happen, we 
want to make sure that our educa-
tors have the technology that they 
need.”

®
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Meet Cynthia
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Servicing all of Southwest Washington

New Construction & Remodels

Owner - Lee Joner
360-953-4360 • RainCreekGutters08@gmail.com

32 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE

Removals • Installations
 Repairs • Gutter Cleaning

Licensed, Bonded & Insured. 

AAADSW chosen as new SHIBA sponsors
THE REFLECTOR

The Area Agency on Aging 
& Disabilities of Southwest 
Washington now serves as the 
statewide health insurance 
benefits advisors (SHIBA) 
sponsor for Clark, Cowlitz, 
Skamania and Wahkiakum 
counties.

A news release stated the 
agency will replace the pre-
vious SHIBA sponsor, Lower 
Columbia Community Action 
Program.

SHIBA is composed of over 
200 trained volunteers who 
provide free, impartial and 

confidential Medicare coun-
seling as well as education on 
health plans, prescription drug 
access, fraud, abuse, and more, 
the release stated.

“At the Area Agency on 
Aging & Disabilities, we be-
lieve every adult deserves to 
live with dignity,” said Exec-
utive Director Mike Reardon 
in the release. “We connect 
seniors, adults with disabilities 
and family caregivers to a full 
range of community resources 
designed to offer choice, im-
prove quality of life and re-
spect independence. From our 
Aging and Disability Resource 

Network, Family Caregiver 
Support Program, senior trans-
portation services, and health 
and wellness programs, we 
are committed to helping our 
community’s adults live and 
age well.”

The Area Agency on Aging 
& Disabilities is located at 201 
NE 73rd St. in Vancouver.

To keep clients safe during 
the COVID-19 pandemic, SHI-
BA and the agency will coun-
sel and assist people one-on-
one online via Zoom or over 
the phone until further notice. 

To reach the program di-
rectly, call 360-759-4676.
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Property owned by the city of Battle Ground deeded over to the city with the intention of becoming a public park is pictured.
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Council hears push for park 
on east side of Battle Ground

RICK BANNAN
rick@thereflector.com

A 35-acre piece of land owned 
by the city of Battle Ground may 
be turned into the park its previ-
ous owners envisioned, though 
concerns about operating it loom 
over any formal decision.

During a workshop ahead of 
its regular Feb. 7 meeting, the 
Battle Ground City Council heard 
from proponents who want the 
land developed into a recreation-
al park on property located on 
the northside of Northeast 219th 
Street, around the 17600 block. 
The land is situated to the east of 

city limits.
Prior to government own-

ership the land belonged to the 

Durkee family. Virginia and Dor-
thy, the descendents of patriarch 
R.S. Durkee, decided to give the 
property to Clark County “for the 
specific purpose of allowing the 
public to have a place that would 
be safe and preserved to go on a 
nature walk, air out their minds 
… because they knew as the city 
was developed that that would be 
very rare,” Susan Tripp, a descen-
dant of the Durkee family, said at 
the meeting.

The property was deeded over 
to the county in 1992, with a quit 
claim deed given to the city in 
2011, Tripp said. City Councilor 
Shane Bowman said the county 
turned the property over to the 
city after it was not able to use the 
land for wetland mitigation.

If opened, Tripp said the park 
would meet a number of city 
goals, from beautification of the 
city to making strategic partner-
ships with the Durkee family. She 
envisions the park as a local re-
spite for those in the city

“What I imagine is … people 
that are shopping on Main Street, 
people that work on Main Street, 
(will) just know down the road 
they can come and just take a 
walk in nature,” Tripp said.

“You can be the council that 
has a plaque at this park, that 
opened the park after 30 years,” 
Tripp said. 

The park would also be sup-
ported by the Clark County His-

torical Museum. Museum Exec-
utive Director Brad Richardson 
said the museum has worked in 
the past to install interpretive 
panels in Vancouver and Cam-
as to tell the history of the area, 
which is something it could do at 
the Durkee property if it becomes 
a city park.

“What we see is a really excel-
lent opportunity to engage fami-
lies, to engage kids and people in 
a very open space, where they’re 
going to get to explore a piece of 
Battle Ground history,” Richard-
son said.

He said the museum has had 
“amazing success” with historic 
promotions grant funding through 
the county Historic Preservation 
Commission in the past. He said 
the museum has not yet brought 
a lot of grant-funded projects to 
Battle Ground, something he’d 
like to change. He mentioned 
the museum does tours of Battle 
Ground during the summer to 
show off the city’s history.

The $2,000 to $3,000 cost per 
interpretive panel would be easily 
covered by the $12,000 to $15,000 
per grant the commission usually 
gives out, Richardson said. He 
noted the grant cycle deadline is 
in September if the city wants to 
utilize the funding opportunity 
for next year.  

Lyla Smith, who lives on an 
adjacent property to the land, said 
she is strongly in favor of having 
the city develop the land into a 
park. She said she’d like to see 
trails on the property, as there is 
the potential for a mile-long path 
along the perimeter.

“We’re really in favor of get-
ting the park open,” Smith said.

Gloria Lindquist, Smith’s 
mother, knew Virginia and 
Dorothy, and said finally us-
ing the land as it was intended 
is something they would have 
wanted.

“I know that this is a dream 
to have this happen for their 
dad. That’s why they deeded it,” 
Lindquist said.

Councilor Bowman said the 
property was deeded over to 
the city with anticipation there 
would be some kind of park, 
though the city’s ability at the 
time it was deeded was limited.

“We have not had the money, 
nor have we had the resources,” 
Bowman said. 

He noted the 2020 annexation 
of the city into Clark County Fire 

District 3 freed up some money 
to focus on infrastructure.

“That’s one of the things that 
the citizens told us. They want 
more open space, they want more 
parks, they want places to recre-
ate,” Bowman said. “The one 
thing that we didn’t do that was 
bad from our standpoint, in my 
opinion, we didn’t ask them how 
they want to pay for it.”

Without the needed infra-
structure like parking at the 
property, Bowman believes com-
plaints from nearby residents 
would be swift if the city opens 
access to the land.

“I think it is something that is 
on our radar (and) we are look-
ing at. It’s just going to be how 
do we fund this,” Bowman said.

Both Bowman and council-
or Adrian Cortes touched on 
the maintenance cost associated 
with opening the 35 acres to the 
public.

“It’s more of the long-term 
capital outlay that we’ll have to 
spend,” Cortes said, noting ad-
equate staffing and policies for 
overnight camping and vandal-
ism would need to be addressed.

“It’s not something as simple 
as just throwing a bench and ta-
bles and mowing the grass a cou-
ple of times,” Cortes said.

Cortes said he felt there was 
“a lot of hostility” when the fam-
ily came to the city to discuss the 
park’s use.

“I think it could have been 
handled a little bit differently, 
and with a little bit more, per-
haps, humility, when it comes 
to the approach, but that’s in the 
past,” Cortes said.

Tripp apologized if any of 
her previous efforts came off as 
hostile. She said she’s been work-
ing with the city for almost three 
years to get movement on the 
park, which she’d like to see done 
sooner rather than later.

“I would like to see this prop-
erty open when my cousins who 
are 80, 79 and 78 can cut the rib-
bon,” Tripp said.

Battle Ground Mayor Philip 
Johnson didn’t make a commit-
ment, but said the park’s develop-
ment is on the city’s radar.

“I see the future for that prop-
erty. I think it does really come 
into play here in Battle Ground,” 
Johnson said. “It’s a very import-
ant piece of property to us and 
I believe that we’ll get this ball 
rolling.”

35 acres with intention 
for open space has 
been on hold for 30 
years, family says

Very few people have beautiful smiles naturally, and teeth 

that looked whiter during youth can appear increasingly 

worn and discolored as the years pass by. It is hardly 

surprising, as each day teeth are exposed to extreme 

temperature changes, are frequently bathed in acid and 

are placed under tremendous pressure when biting and 

chewing food. 

Luckily, high-quality custom dentistry can comfortably 

restore smiles and self-confidence as one patient who 

visited Dr. Low recently discovered. 

Ed Chandler trusted Dr. Low of Above & Beyond Dentistry 

to care for his dental health, having read only positive 

things about the practice. When visiting for the first time, 

Ed immediately felt at home. He explains, “Lisa is a really 

great first point of contact, and from there my experience 

just got better. Dr. Low and his team put me at ease right 

away. I felt good about my decision to move forward with 

the work I needed done.”

Before visiting Above & Beyond Dentistry, Ed feared the dentist 

having had a horrible childhood experience. Now, he is a regular 

patient and thoroughly recommends Dr. Low to anyone asking for 

a new dentist. Ed especially appreciates that Dr. Low always 

explains what is going on in layman’s terms and provides the very 

best custom dental solutions. After finishing treatment, Ed feels 

100% more confident, saying, “It makes me feel good to smile for 

pictures and any time I want.”

Dr. Low is an experienced dentist who always goes that extra mile 

to provide custom solutions for his patients and which include the 

very latest restorative and implant dentistry treatments. Every 

smile is individually designed to suit the patient’s facial anatomy 

and goals. He uses the highest quality materials and advanced 

digital technology, ensuring patients like Ed receive healthy, 

attractive smiles that last longer.

The Reflector

Reader’s Choice

IT'S TIME TO FEEL MORE 

 IN YOUR 

CONFIDENT

SMILE!

Above & Beyond 
Dentistry is a place 

where you can feel at 
ease as soon as you 

walk in the door.

WWW.ABOVEBEYONDDENTISTRY.COM
1908 NW 1ST WAY, STE 105 BATTLE GROUND, WA 98604

(360) 687-0909

USING CUSTOM DENTAL SOLUTIONS 

TO CREATE BEAUTIFUL SMILES

FOR A NEW & AMAZING SMILE CALL US TODAY 
TO SCHEDULE YOUR SMILE CONSULTATION.
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We are officially REOPENED!
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UNCHARTED (PG13)
Street-smart thief Nathan Drake  is recruited by 
seasoned treasure hunter Victor “Sully” Sullivan 
to recover a fortune lost by Ferdinand Magellan 
500 years ago.

DOG (PG13)
Two former Army Rangers are paired against 
their will on the road trip of a lifetime. Briggs and 
Lulu  race down the Pacific Coast to a fellow 
soldier’s funeral on time.

DEATH ON THE NILE (PG13)
Hercule Poirot enjoys a luxurious cruise down 
the Nile, a newlywed heiress is found murdered 
on board. Can Poirot identify the killer before 
the ship reaches the end of its journey?

MARRY ME (PG13)
Explores the possibilities of what might happen 
when a superstar marries an average Joe as 
a joke and discovers that perhaps there are 
no accidents.

LICORICE PIZZA (R)
The story of Alana Kane and Gary Valentine 
growing up, running around and going through 
the treacherous navigation of first love in the 
San Fernando Valley, 1973.

JACKASS FOREVER (R)
Celebrating the joy of being back together with 
your best friends and a perfectly executed shot to 
the dingdong, the original jackass crew return for 
another round of dangerous displays of comedy.

MOONFALL (PG13)
In Moonfall, a mysterious force knocks the 
Moon from its orbit around Earth and sends 
it hurtling on a collision course with life as we 
know it. With mere weeks before impact and 
the world on the brink of annihilation, former 
astronaut Jo Fowler is convinced she has the 
key to saving us all.

BLACKLIGHT (PG13)
Travis Block, a shadowy Government agent 
who specializes in removing operatives whose 
covers have been exposed, uncovers a deadly 
conspiracy within his own ranks that reaches 
the highest echelons of power.

SPIDER-MAN: NO WAY HOME (PG13)
Peter Parker is unmasked and no longer able to 
separate his normal life from a Super Hero. When 
he asks for help from Doctor Strange the stakes 
become even more dangerous, forcing him to 
discover what it truly means to be Spider-Man.

See the moments our news team 
captures around North County by 

following the.refl ector.newspaper on Instagram

Reflector photos
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A graph shows the rate of COVID-19 cases per 100,000 of Clark County population in the prior 14 days.
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Clark County Public Health reports 
decrease in COVID-19 cases, deaths 
THE REFLECTOR

The number of recent 
COVID-19 cases in Clark Coun-
ty saw a significant drop as of the 
county health department’s latest 
numbers.

Clark County Public Health’s 
Feb. 10 report showed 1,627.6 
COVID-19 cases per 100,000 
population over 14 days, down 
from 2,409.5 reported the week 
prior. The report showed the 
second week of decline in cases, 
which landed at about 32% lower 
than what was reported on Feb. 3.

The seven-day case count 
also saw a decline, as the health 
department reported 3,457 new 
cases between Feb. 3 and Feb. 
10, compared to 5,096 reported 
between Jan. 27 and Feb. 3. New 
cases included 2,842 confirmed 
and 615 probable cases based 
on antigen testing. In total, there 
have been 66,821 confirmed and 
13,971 probable cases in Clark 
County since the outbreak be-
gan. As of Feb. 10, Clark County 
Public Health reported 3,483 ac-
tive cases, which are ones still in 
the isolation period. Active cases 
were about 42% lower than they 
were the previous week.

Clark County Public Health’s 
Feb. 10 report tallied 13 con-
firmed COVID-19 deaths, which 
was a decrease from the 27 con-

firmed COVID-19 deaths report-
ed the prior week. The health 
department also reported two 
deaths suspected to be due to the 
disease.

The additional deaths included 
three men older than 80, two men 
in their 70s, a man in his 30s, four 
women older than 80 and three 
women in their 60s. The suspect-
ed deaths included two men older 
than 80.

The deaths reported this week 
bring Clark County’s total to 712, 
which includes 650 confirmed 
and 62 suspected to be due to the 
disease.

The number of COVID-19 pa-
tients occupying hospital beds in 
Clark County saw a decrease in 
the latest report. As of Feb. 10, 
26.3% of beds had either patients 
with confirmed COVID-19 or pa-
tients awaiting test results, down 
from 27.4% last week. COVID-19 
patients occupied 25.9% of inten-
sive care unit beds in the county, 
down from 34% the week prior.

New COVID-19 hospital ad-
missions increased as Clark Coun-
ty Public Health reported 22 ad-
missions per 100,000 population 
in the past seven days, up from 18 
per 100,000 the week prior. 

Total hospital bed occupan-
cy in the county stayed the same 
while there was an increase of 
patients in the intensive care unit 

(ICU) as of Feb. 10. The health 
department reported 97.2% of 
hospital beds and 98.3% of ICU 
beds were occupied in the county, 
compared to 97.2% and 94.3%, 
respectively on Feb. 3.

Clark County’s statewide 
share of confirmed COVID-19 
cases saw a slight increase, while 
the share of deaths stayed about 
the same. As of Feb. 10, the 
Washington State Department of 
Health reported the county had 
about 5.8% of confirmed cases 
and 6.4% of deaths in the state.

A Local Flock of Shops Celebrating 31 Years!
8101 NE Parkway Dr. • 360-253-5771

(Located near Olive Garden and TJ Maxx)
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FEBRUARY
SUET SALE

*Free suet cake must be of 
equal or lesser value. Suet 

sale is limited to stock  
on hand. No special orders. 

Cannot be combined with  
other coupons.  
Feb. 1-28, 2021

Good Through February 28, 2022

or
Buy 6 Suet Cakes,

Get 7th Cake Free*

20% Off the Regular
Price of Any Case of 12*
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We have a new menu! 
Come in and try our new items and let us know what you think!

15 E Main St, Battle Ground 
playmakersbg.com • (360) 687-0418

Drunken Chicken

Prime Time Philly Burger

Tortellini Rose

Boom Boom Chicken

Ribeye Steak

Bacon Wrapped Prawns
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The Board of Port Commissioners will 
attend the virtual Pacific Northwest Wa-

terways Association regional meeting on Wednesday, 
February 16, 2022, from 1:00-3:00pm. The commission 
will not take any action at this meeting. 

MEETING NOTICE

Inslee: Mask mandate will likely 
be removed in coming weeks
RICK BANNAN
rick@thereflector.com

Requirements to wear masks 
indoors and at schools are likely 
on their way out in the coming 
weeks as long as the decline in 
COVID-19 activity continues, 
Gov. Jay Inslee said.

During a Feb. 9 press confer-
ence, Inslee addressed growing 
pressure to eliminate mask man-
dates as he somewhat moved in 
that direction by announcing the 
removal of the mandate on Feb. 
18 for outdoor events with great-
er than 500 attendants. He also 
announced hospitals would be 
able to resume non-emergency 
surgeries on Feb. 17.

Inslee said COVID-19 hospi-
talizations are declining on both 
sides of the state. Based on the 
behavior of the omicron variant 
in other parts of the country and 
world, the governor said he is ex-
pecting the decline to continue.

“We have not changed, but the 
virus has changed,” Inslee said, 
pointing to an “emerging transi-
tion in pandemic efforts.”

He said data projections show 
the state could have “extremely 
low numbers” in COVID-19 ac-
tivity by the first week of March.

“We believe this wave has 
gone up like a rocket and it’s go-
ing to come down like a rock,” 
Inslee said.

The favorable outlook will 
lead to changes to the state’s pan-
demic response “with the weeks 
to come, rather than months,” In-
slee said.

The governor said he has 

plans to share information on a 
date the remaining mask man-
dates will be lifted sometime 
this week.  

“We are going to 
make decisions for the 
public health of Wash-
ingtonians based on 
the science here in our 
state,” Inslee said. “We 
don’t make decisions 
based on social inter-
net culture wars over 
masks. We did not require masks 
for symbolism. We require them 
because they work and now we 
believe we’re in a place to transi-
tion to a different state.”

Lacy Fehrenbach, the state 
deputy health secretary for 
COVID-19 response, said the 
state is focusing on hospital ad-
missions and the severity of dis-
ease as it makes decisions, as well 
as looking at any new variant that 
has cause for concern.

“Those things, in combination 
with health system capacity, will 
give us confidence that we can 
make some of these changes,” 
Fehrenbach said. 

Inslee said that although hos-
pitalization rates are declining, 
they remain higher than any other 
time during the pandemic.

“Omicron is considerably less 
lethal, but it still has the capacity 
to jam your hospitals so nobody 
can get treatment for a heart at-
tack. That’s our major concern 
here,” Inslee said.

The governor said he believes 
the Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention (CDC) will make 
changes to its own guidance “in 

fairly short order.” He said the 
state listens to the CDC’s guid-
ance “intensely,” saying the 

state’s decision to keep 
indoor and school mask-
ing requirements are 
based on the CDC. 

Inslee said the cur-
rent trajectory for lift-
ing mask mandates is in 
line with the state Su-
perintendent for Public 
Instruction Chris Reyk-

dal, who has said local districts 
should be the ones to implement 
masking requirements “in the 
coming weeks.” Students at dis-
tricts across the state have staged 
walkouts in protest of current 
mandates.

“Teachers and students have 
been doing a great job with 
masks, but if we can eliminate 
that inconvenience safely, we 
should do so,” Inslee said.

Inslee said any removal of a 
mandate is not intended to strip 
local health authorities from 
their ability to enact their own 
restrictions, nor would it remove 
the ability for businesses to make 
their own decisions on masking. 
Those individuals who want to 
will be “entirely free” to continue 
to wear masks.

Inslee said waiting a week to 
present a timeline will help the 
state get a clearer picture on when 
the mask mandate can be safely 
removed.

“If I pick a date today, it might 
be later than if I pick one next 
week when we see the data come 
in that’s even an accelerated rate 
of decline,” Inslee said. 

Gov. Jay Inslee
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Battle Ground High School’s cheer and dance team is pictured.
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Lilly Bash, a Prairie High School senior, holds her first place medal she 
earned at the state bowling championship in Tacoma.
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Sports
Battle Ground High School cheer and 
dance team places in state competition
SEBASTIAN RUBINO
sebastian@thereflector.com

The Battle Ground High 
School cheer and dance team 
took sixth place during the 
Washington Interscholastic Ac-
tivities Association state cham-
pionships on Feb. 4 and Feb. 5.

The team racked up 58.5 
points during the competition, 
according to the WIAA website. 

“We took sixth out of seven 
teams, but our journey to get 
to the state (competition) was 
tough so we were very happy 
where we landed,” said coach 
Kelsey Funkhouser of the Bat-
tle Ground-based competition. 

Multiple cheerleaders and 
dancers on the team suffered 
injuries during their season and 
some also were infected with 
COVID-19.

Due to the flooding on Inter-
state 5 in January, the competi-
tion also had to be rescheduled.

Funkhouser said the team 
competed in the 4A Game Day 
Medium category. 

The state championships fea-
tured multiple categories for 
cheer and dance teams. Since 
Battle Ground is a 4A school, 
they competed with other 
schools of a similar size, and 
the “medium” category means 
the team had 13 to 16 kids, with 
14 cheerleaders on the floor for 
BGHS.

According to Funkhouser, the 
teams were scored by two judges 
who average a score out of 100. 
The cheerleaders are judged by 
the difficulty and execution of 
their routine. The rubric fea-
tures categories like cleanliness, 
sharpness and their overall im-
pression, which includes how en-
gaged the crowd was. 

Funkhouser said she was hap-
py with the team’s performance 
especially because the team is 
made up of “basically all rook-
ies,” with just a few repeat com-
petitors.  

“I am so beyond impressed 
with them,” Funkhouser said. “I 
think that they did amazing and 
they worked so hard. They’re 

also a combined team, so they’re 
not only practicing for cheer, 
but the girls on the cheer team 
are also on the dance team. For 
the last three weeks, our seasons 
have overlapped, so they com-
peted in both cheer and dance 
during that time.”

Practicing both cheer and 
dance is difficult, Funkhouser 
said. The team spent one hour 
practicing cheer and another 
hour practicing dance five days 
a week. As a result, the team 
“sharpened up their motions.” 
They learned various styles of 
dance like hip-hop, jazz, and 
pom-pom routines, which she 
said were incorporated into their 
cheerleading routine. 

The state performance was 
the best routine Funkhouser has 
seen her team complete, she said, 
noting the confidence they had 
throughout. 

Harlee Stephens, a junior on 
the team, was one of the students 
who competed at state for Bat-
tle Ground. Her mother Ingri is 
proud of what Stephens accom-
plished.

“She loves to dance and has 
always liked ballet, and she just 
always wanted to be a cheerlead-
er,” said Ingri. “She’s everybody’s 

best friend. She’s a go-getter, a 
fighter and she’s dedicated.”

Ingri said Stephens got into 
cheer in the midst of the pandem-
ic. Since Stephens had to par-

ticipate in remote learning and 
wasn’t able to see her friends for 
a time, Ingri said the sport helped 
her daughter flourish once she re-
turned to in-person schooling.

 Prairie High School senior wins 
individual bowling state championship
SEBASTIAN RUBINO
sebastian@thereflector.com

Prairie High School senior 
Lilly Bash won the individual 3A 
Washington Interscholastic Ac-
tivities Association State Bowling 
Championship in Tacoma on Feb. 
3, after she placed first out of 90 
bowlers.  

Bash, who has been bowling 
since she was 8 years old, was the 
first student to bring home the ti-

tle for Prairie High School. 
“It feels pretty good. I’m real-

ly excited about it,” said Bash. “It 
feels unreal to be a state champi-
on.”

Bash scored 781 pins after 
playing four games at the tourna-
ment, said her mother and Prai-
rie High School bowling coach 
Rhonda. In a typical year, bowl-
ers play six games during the 
state tournament over a two-day 
span, but because of COVID-19 
policies the format changed to 
four games in one day. 

Bash developed an interest in 
the sport when she was young 
after she spent time watching 
her sister bowl. Her focus main-
ly landed on soccer and tennis 
during her younger years, but 
that changed once she got to high 
school. 

“I was playing other different 
sports and had more of a focus on 
that at the time,” she said. “But 
once I started … bowling more 
often, I just started to like it a lot 
more and kind of fell in love with 
the sport. Once I was hooked on 
it, I started taking it seriously and 
it started growing from there.”

Rhonda said she was amazed 
when her daughter pulled off the 
win. 

“I really didn’t have expecta-
tions for what she was going to 
accomplish other than I just want-

ed her to show up and do the best 
‘her’ that she could do, and she 
did,” said Rhonda. “I’m just very 
excited that she was able to show 
up and do what she needed to do.”

Bash previously competed at 
the state championship during her 
freshman year and placed second 
at that time. 

“She’s been there with the 
team before, but never really at 
the individual level,” Rhonda 
said. “As a matter of fact, after we 
got done, she shot a 221 for her 
fourth game and I gave her a hug, 
and she said, ‘did I place or some-
thing?’ I was like ‘you won the 
whole thing,’ because we knew 
she was leading after the second 
game.”

Rhonda said her daughter was 
just “there to bowl” and didn’t 
want to know how she was doing 
during the games so she could 
keep her focus on the lanes. 

“(Lilly) didn’t know she was 
that high up and she wasn’t sure 
where she was at, but once she 
noticed she was never called un-
til after second place was called, 
that’s when she started to realize 
she won,” Rhonda said.

After high school, Bash plans 
to attend Washington State Uni-
versity in Vancouver to study so-
ciology.  

Rhonda describes Bash as an 
“active, easygoing kid.”
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Commercial & Residential Services
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Jackson, Jackson & Kurtz, Inc., P.S.
Attorneys at Law

704 E. Main St., Suite 102 (360) 687-7106
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Estate Planning, Probate, 
Real Estate, Personal Injury 

and Criminal Law

February 20th • 2:30pm

Heidi St. John
Running for 3rd Congressional District, Washington
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La Center Church
“I want to really listen to the residents of  

the 3rd Congressional District and take your 
concerns to Washington DC with the goal  
of improving the lives of everyone in our 

community – from the youngest among us  
to our precious senior citizens.”
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Community Calendar

BGPS Industry Fair: 5 to 
7 p.m. on Thursday, Feb. 
17. Battle Ground High 
School will host its seventh 
annual Industry Fair, 
which introduces students 
to career information 
and opportunities 
across industries like 
technology, health, 
construction, finance and 
apprenticeships. The fair 
will be located at Battle 
Ground High School, 300 
W. Main St., Battle Ground. 
Businesses signing up 
must be fully vaccinated 
with proof and can register 
online at bit.ly/39zISQG. 
For more information, call 
Kevin Doyle at 360-885-
6598 or email doyle.kevin@
battlegroundps.org. 

Bunco: 1 to 3 p.m. on 
Friday, Feb. 18. Join the 
Battle Ground seniors 
for a game of bunco at 
the Battle Ground Senior 
Center, 116 NE Third Ave., 
Battle Ground. For more 
information, call Sharon 
Wodtke at 360-953-3278 or 
email swodtke@comcast.
net.

NatureScaping of SW 
Washington: 1 p.m. on 
Saturday, Feb. 19. Join 
Brandon Burger from 
Backyard Bird Shop 
Vancouver while he 
discusses the various 
bird species found in 
the area. Participants 
are encouraged to take 
photos of birds they find in 
their backyards and send 
them in order to identify 
them during the event. 
To register, visit tinyurl.
com/2b3eeywc. For more 
information, email info@
naturescaping.org or  
marlene52ns@gmail.com 
or call 360-737-1160. 

Craft Day: 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
on Monday, Feb. 21. Join 
local seniors for a craft 
day at the Battle Ground 
Senior Center, 116 NE 
Third Ave., Battle Ground. 
For more information, 
call Sharon Wodtke at 
360-953-3278 or email 
swodtke@comcast.net.

Managing roses: Noon on 
Tuesday, Feb. 22. Learn 
how to prune roses with 
WSU Master Gardener 
Michele Thomas. To 
join, go online to tinyurl.
com/2s3yhdj2. For more 
information, call Gary 
Fredricks at 360-577-3014 
or email garyf@wsu.edu. 
Pre-registration is not 
required.

Running Start Night: 6:30 
to 7:30 p.m. on Wednesday, 
Feb. 23. The Running 
Start program allows 
eligible juniors and seniors 
to earn credits at Clark 
College while fulfilling their 
high school graduation 
requirements. For more 
information, call 360-992-
2078 or go to clark.edu/
runningstart. 

Town Hall Meeting: 6:30 
to 7:30 p.m. on Thursday, 
Feb. 24. Join 17th District 
Rep. Vicki Kraft for a 
virtual town hall meeting to 
discuss the 60-day session 
that ends March 10. To 
join the Zoom meeting, 
go online to tinyurl.
com/17thDistrictTownHall. 

Elks bingo: 1 to 3 p.m. on 
Saturday, Feb. 26. Join 
the Battle Ground Elks 
for a game of bingo. All 

members are welcome 
and can bring guests. 
Bingo will be held at the 
Battle Ground Elks Lodge 
#2589, 907 SE Grace 
Ave., Battle Ground. For 
more information, call Mel 
Sanders at 360-687-1230.

Running Start Night: 6:30 
to 7:30 p.m. on Thursday, 
March 10. The Running 
Start program will allow 
eligible juniors and seniors 
to earn credits at Clark 
College while fulfilling their 
high school graduation 
requirements. For more 
information, call 360-992-
2078 or go to clark.edu/
runningstart. 

North Clark Historical 
Museum annual quilt 
show: 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. on 
Saturday, March 26, and 
noon to 4 p.m. on Sunday, 
March 27. The North Clark 
Historical Museum will 
host its annual quilt show 
at the museum located at 
21416 NE 399th St., Amboy. 
For more information, call 
360-247-5800 or email 
museumnch88@gmail.
com.

Toastmaster meetings: 
7 p.m. every Tuesday 
online. Toastmasters holds 
meetings for people who 
want to improve their 
communication skills 
for business or career 
development. Meetings 
are on Zoom. Use meeting 
ID number 88000718444. 
Participants can login five 
to 10 minutes early to chat. 
More information can be 
found online at egtm.org. 

Battle Ground Rotary 
Club meeting: 5:30 p.m. 
every Wednesday at 715 E. 
Main St. in Battle Ground.

Take off Pounds Sensibly 
(TOPS): 11:30 a.m. every 
Thursday at Battle Ground 
Elks Lodge, 907 SE Grace 
Ave., Battle Ground. The 
meeting starts with a 
weigh-in. If you want to 
lose weight sensibly, TOPS 
has you covered. For more 
information, call Donna 
Brown at 562-355-0950. 

Columbia River Square 
Dancers: Lessons 6 to 8 
p.m. on Sundays, dances at 
7 p.m. for plus level and 8 
to 9:45 p.m. for mainstream 
level on the first and third 
Friday of each month. 
Lessons and dances are 
held at 17901 NE 72nd 
Ave., Battle Ground. Cost 
is $7 per dancer. For more 
information, contact Dale 
Smith at 360-606-8849. 

Silver & Fit virtual fitness 
classes for seniors: 
10 a.m. every weekday. 
Join Silver & Fit for 
free fitness classes for 
seniors. Monday is low 
impact cardio, Tuesday 
is easygoing yoga, 
Wednesday is body weight 
exercises, Thursday is 
balance and flexibility, and 
Friday is a mixer of favorite 
exercises of the week. To 
find classes, visit facebook.
com/SilverandFit. For 
more information, call 
877-427-4788 or email 
silverandfitonfacebook@
ashn.com. 

HOPE Dementia Support 
Group: 10 a.m. to 12 p.m. 
and 3:30 p.m. to 5:30 
p.m. every weekday. Join 
HOPE in a support group 
for individuals caring for 
people with all types of 
dementia. To register and 
receive the Zoom link, call 

360-513-5754 or email 
classy.camper@gmail.com. 

Virtual Professional 
Connections weekly 
meeting: 11:45 a.m. every 
Monday. Come meet like-
minded professionals 
and network with 
others in your field. To 
join, go to zoom.com, 
click on Join a Meeting, 
enter 8092456202, 
and enter password 
311397 (if applicable). For 
more information, call 
503-348-5330.
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McFarlane’s Bark

McFarlane’s

Visit us at our two locations
13345 SE Johnson Rd.

Milwaukie, OR
503-659-4240

8806 NE 117th Ave.
Vancouver, WA

360-892-6125
www.McFarlanesBark.com

BARK & ROCK PRODUCTS • COMPO-STUFF • YARD DEBRIS & WOOD WASTE RECYCLING

Yard Debris &  
Dirt Recycling

CCB# MCFARB1903N5 GENERAL

$300 off

Customer Zip Code:__________   Coupon Code #1999 Expires: 12/31/21

Bathing assistance 
Errands / shopping 
Joyful companionship 
Meal preparation 
Medication reminders 
Up to 24 hour care 
Light housekeeping 
Dementia care 

Call today for a free assessment! 
(360) 892-4442
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Call 360-687-0472
2919 W Main St, Battle Ground, WA 98604

www.prathertruckfarm.com

Mention this ad for a GREAT RATE! CH
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& LANDSCAPE SUPPLY COMPANY

8401 NE 117th Ave., Vancouver

We Accept Recycling
We Have Drop Box Containers
We Provide Deliveries

Visit our website:
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FOR ALL YOUR
HVAC NEEDS

CALL BLAIRCO TODAY!

YOU LOVE HEAT,
WE LOVE HVAC
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BY DON C. BRUNELL

Last year, Gov. Jay Inslee attempted an 
end run around the Legislature by banning 
natural gas in new homes and commercial 
buildings via the state’s building codes. It 
was a bad idea. Now, some fellow Democrats 
who control the Legislature are working on 
legislation trying to do the same — also a bad 
idea.

Inslee’s proposed regulations forbid the 
use of fossil fuels for heating and hot water 
in new structures. Prohibiting natural gas 
is expensive for home and building owners, 
many of whom installed energy efficient 
natural gas heat pumps and tankless water 
heaters. 

The state’s diverse energy portfolio — 
which includes hydro, wind, solar, nuclear 
and natural gas — has helped Washington’s 
economy grow into one of the strongest in the 
country, Association of Washington Business 
Environment Director Peter Godlewski wrote.

“But legislation under consideration in the 
Legislature would restrict the use of natural 
gas in Washington, raising concern among 
employers about their ability to compete. 
And efforts to restrict natural gas could 
drive up energy costs for consumers and 
businesses in a time of rising inflation,” 
Godlewski added.

Natural gas provides 15% of our state’s 
electricity and provides critical baseload 
power during the coldest, darkest and 
hottest days of the year. It, along with hydro, 
nuclear and coal, supplement inconsistent 
renewables such as wind and solar.

Switching from natural gas to electricity is 
complicated and will impact everyone. Natural 
gas dependency is widespread. More than 
95% of our everyday products are derived 
from or powered by natural gas.

With reference to Washington, Rep. 
Mary Dye (R-Pomeroy) added: “It’s a big 
industry because it provides warmth for 
about 1.2 million residences, there’s 107,000 
commercial buildings and 3,500 industrial 
buildings that are working under clean, 
efficient, reliable natural gas.”

For example, one-third of Clark Public 
Utilities electricity is generated at the River 
Road natural gas-fired generating plant. Clark 
PUD provides power to more than 203,000 
customers in Vancouver and throughout Clark 
County.

Puget Sound Energy is our state’s largest 
energy utility providing electric power to more 
than 1 million customers. PSE also generates 
one-third of its electricity at nine natural gas-
fired power plants.

At present, electricity is affordable 
in Washington but adding natural gas 
replacement costs is extremely expensive 
and will drive power rates higher for families, 
medical facilities, schools, factories and 
businesses in a time when inflation is 
rampant. 

In 2019, Washington had the fourth-lowest 
average electricity retail prices in the nation, 
while 56% of the state’s households used 
electricity as their primary home heating 
fuel. Getting to total electricity dependency 
is difficult especially if the Lower Snake River 
dams are breached.

While natural gas electrical generation is 
important, natural gas availability is vital to 
some smaller communities. For example, 
the cities of Enumclaw and Ellensburg are 
the natural gas providers to nearly 9,000 
customers.

Renewable natural gas (RNG) from farms, 
garbage landfills and waste conversion 
systems feed gas into the current pipeline 
system. That gas would otherwise be released 
into the atmosphere.

Switching to cleaner burning natural gas has 
improved our air quality. 

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA) released its new Inventory of U.S. 
Greenhouse Gas Emissions and Sinks. It 
shows that annual greenhouse gas emissions 
(GHG) from the natural gas distribution 
system declined 69% from 1990 to 2019. 
During this same period, natural gas utility 
companies added more than 788,000 miles of 
pipeline to serve 21 million more customers. 

The good news is the backlash. Opponents 
to banning natural gas helped pass laws in 
four states: Arizona, Louisiana, Oklahoma and 
Tennessee. Washington should do the same 
to keep our economy competitive and provide 
our families with affordable and reliable 
energy.

•••

Don C. Brunell is a business analyst, writer 
and columnist. He retired as president of 
the Association of Washington Business, 
the state’s oldest and largest business 
organization, and now lives in Vancouver. He 
can be contacted at theBrunells@msn.com.

Drop assault  
on natural gas

Worried about 
the number of 
COVID-19 cases  
at BGPS

I am a Battle Ground High 
School student who is worried 
about the number of COVID-19 
cases in my school district. The 
Battle Ground Public Schools 
website recently stated that the 
district has had 1,814 cases this 
year. The more concerning fact 
is that 593 of those were from 
the last week of January alone. 
In addition, 239 of this school 
year’s cases were from students 
at my high school (that’s 12.91% 
of the students enrolled there). 
As someone who has high-risk 
family members, I’m not com-
fortable with those numbers. 
Nevertheless, it is a priority for 
our schools to remain to teach 
in-person, and if I don’t attend 
my classes, I risk not graduating 
on time. I can’t help but wonder 
if there are further actions our 
governor or board of education 
could be taking to protect its 
students and employees.

Ava Morris-Crooks,
Battle Ground

Your choice  
denies health care 
for some who 
desperately need it

My brother is suffering severe 
back pain that limits his ability 
to move, walk or function. He 
was scheduled for surgery Jan. 
27, but it was canceled because 
the hospital was overwhelmed 
with COVID-19 patients — 
most unvaccinated. He will 
continue to suffer for weeks and 
perhaps months waiting for a 
hospital opening. In another 
state, a friend scheduled for 
cancer surgery also had his 
surgery canceled due to the 
influx of unvaccinated COVID 
patients. The cry of “my body, 
my choice” rings hollow and 
smacks of unbridled selfish-
ness. Your choice denies health 
care for some who desperately 
need it. Stop thinking of only 
yourself, your rights and your 
choice, and think of others.  

Bruce McClay,
Battle Ground

The reason why ‘the 
science has changed’

“U.S. inflation jumped 7.5% in 
the past year, a 40-year high,” 
read an Associated Press head-
line recently. 

That’s terrible news, and it 
confirms what every Ameri-
can — but particularly lower- 
and middle-class folks — has 
experienced over Joe Biden’s 
first year: Everything is much 
more expensive. So that must 
mean it’s time for what Mark 
Alexander declared three weeks 
ago was just ahead: “Biden’s Big 

COVID Pivot.” Why? Because 
there is a midterm election to 
win, after all, and Democrats 
need to create a new narrative of 
having finally defeated COVID 
under the steady leadership of 
Joe Biden and his party. 

Oh wait, I think we lost more 
people last year than in 2020? 
That, not any devotion to sci-
ence, is why several Democrat 
governors have finally yielded 
on mask mandates. First it was 
Glenn Youngkin of Virginia. 
Oh, wait, he’s a Republican, so 
lifting mask mandates was bad 
when he did it three weeks ago. 
Over the last days, Youngkin 
was joined by Phil Murphy of 
New Jersey and Ned Lamont of 
Connecticut and John Carney 
of Delaware and J.B. Pritzker 
of Illinois and Kate Brown of 
Oregon and Gavin Newsom of 
California. 

The difference is that they’re 
all Democrats, so lifting restric-
tions is great. Right? Announc-
ing an end to mask mandates 
in these states is “driven by 
science, not politics,” the left 
media tells us, and shows that 
bold Democrat statesmen 
are leading the way “back to 
normal.” Really? Prior to this 
change in opinion about the 
masks, they said, “Everybody 
must wear masks,” in order to 
gain more power. 

Now, they’re saying, “It’s 
probably OK if you don’t wear 
masks,” in order to gain more 
power. They’re now switching 
their position so they have a 
chance of being reelected so that 
they can tell people what to do 
in the future. That’s the reason 
why “the science has changed.” 
This isn’t about science or 
data. In fact, death rates are 
higher in many of these states 
than when governors issued 
the mask mandates. It’s about 
politics, plain and simple. 
It was always about politics, 
which is revealed in part 
because the experts used to be 
pretty unified in saying that 
masks are not very useful for 
containing viral outbreaks. 
That was until Democrat pol-
iticians needed to show they 
were “doing something” for 
us, “the people.” I’m hoping 
after two-plus years of insan-
ity that Americans will see 
what is really happening. If 
not for us then for at least our 
kids’ futures in America.

Norman Phillips, 
Woodland 

An omnibus bill  
with disaster  
lurking inside

Farmers in Medieval Europe 
sought high-traffic areas such as 
the intersections of main roads 
or a confluence of rivers as 
suitable places to erect market 
stalls. One of the items in great 
demand was the suckling pig. 

Such an animal could feed a 
family of four for a month. In 
anticipation of the demand, 
farmers would usually bag 
several such pigs in burlap early 
in the day. 

With the passage of time, 
unethical farmers would 
sometimes substitute stray 
cats in place of the pigs to take 
advantage of the unwary buyer. 
This practice gave rise to two 
admonitions:

“Don’t let the cat out of the 
bag” and “Don’t buy a pig in a 
poke.”

Today’s pig in a poke is an om-
nibus bill with disaster lurking 
inside.

Tell your legislator not to 
buy it.

Thomas Higdon, 
Vancouver

Don C. Brunell

Support your local paper  
by becoming a subscriber.

THE FIRST AMENDMENT 

Simply, call us today at 360-687-5151 or email cs2@thereflector.com
Thank you for supporting a free press and The Reflector.

THE FIRST AMENDMENT 
guarantees a free press without 

government intervention.  
We at THE REFLECTOR report  

the news with integrity and pride. 
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levy would have cost taxpayers 
about the same as the current 
$1.50 per $1,000 of assessed val-
ue of the measure set to expire.

La Center Superintendent 
Peter Rosenkranz thanked the 
voters in the district who cast 
ballots on the measure. Rosen-
kranz said the district had about 
10% more voters than the coun-
ty turnout as a whole.

“We asked them to vote. Re-
gardless of the answer, the vot-

ers have spoken,” Rosenkranz 
said. 

If the school board decides 
not to run another levy measure 
this year, the superintendent es-
timated the absence of the levy 
would amount to $1.9 million 
less in funding for the 2022-
2023 school year.

“We can run another levy, but 
one of the biggest things we’ve 
heard is folks are feeling over-
taxed,” Rosenkranz said. “Be-
tween inflation and everything 
else going on … they’re saying 
‘enough is enough.’”

“That’s some tough conver-

sations we’re going to have with 
the school, staff and parents,” 
Rosenkranz said.

All of the levy measures on 
the ballot were set to replace 
levies which make up between 
10-15% of each district’s oper-
ating budget.

Ridgefield School District’s 
roughly $62.6 million construc-
tion bond saw the majority of 
voters in support, but numbers 
landed below the required 60% 
approval as of the latest count of 
ballots. On Feb. 10, the measure 
had 4,643 votes, or about 57.4% 
in favor, while 3,447 people vot-

ed against the measure. If ap-
proved, the bond is projected to 
cost district property owners 25 
cents per $1,000 of assessed val-
ue. The bond would fund con-
struction of a new middle school 
and an expansion at Ridgefield 
High School.

“Naturally I’m disappoint-
ed,” Ridgefield Superintendent 
Nathan McCann said. 

The result wasn’t surprising, 
however, with the district, and 
society as a whole, facing nu-
merous issues, McCann said.

“It’s a tough time right 
now,” he said. “That makes 

getting 60% on anything a real 
challenge.”

The superintendent said the 
school board may decide to run 
another bond measure this year.  

“The fact remains that we 
desperately need this third ele-
mentary school,” McCann said.

Clark County Elections esti-
mates there are only about 400 
ballots left to be counted. Based 
on the 51,641 ballots already 
counted, the election — which 
also includes ballot measures in 
Vancouver and the Evergreen 
School District — has seen a 
29.5% voter turnout in the county. 

Results
Continued from page A1

La Center Middle School teacher 
selected for ecology fellowship
SEBASTIAN RUBINO
sebastian@thereflector.com

La Center Middle School 
teacher Kristy Schneider has 
been chosen to partake in a 
fellowship for Ecology Project 
International (EPI), which will 
allow her to observe marine life 
in Baja, Mexico from March 5 
to March 12. 

It will take place on Espiritu 
Santo Island, a UNESCO-pro-
tected biosphere reserve.

Schneider was chosen for 
the honor in 2020 but the fel-
lowship was put on pause for 
two years because of the ongo-
ing COVID-19 pandemic. She 
teaches eighth grade science 
classes including robotics and 
science, technology, engineer-
ing and mathematics courses, 
also known as STEM. 

“What I do in (the fellow-
ship) is that I’ll be going out 
with a team of teachers and 
we’ll be conducting research 
in the Baja peninsula,” said 

Schneider. “I’m really excited 
because I’m going out for a real 
research opportunity. We will 
be looking at and monitoring 
the crown-of-thorns starfish, 
which are invasive and killing 
a lot of the corals in the area.”

She said that the EPI fel-
lowship will also have teams 
of students who Schneider’s 
group will collaborate with as 
they observe how to preserve 

the environment and conduct a 
census on marine invertebrates. 
Since she waited for two years, 
Schneider said it feels “unreal” 
that it’s finally happening.

“I feel really honored to be 
selected,” she said. “Every-
thing will be provided, too.”

Schneider will work with a 
team of 11 or 12 other teachers 
from across the United States, 
who she said will bring a va-
riety of perspectives to the re-
search they’ll undertake.

“I’m also excited that my 
students will see me applying 
science in the field, and hope-
fully it’s a role model for them 
showing that we don’t just do 
research in our area,” she said. 
“We can go all over the world 
and actually conduct research 
on different organisms.”

Schneider said one of the 
goals of the fellowship is for the 
researchers to “work with each 
other” and find ways to apply 
what they’ve learned to their 
own teaching situation when 

they return to their schools. 
“We’re all teaching at dif-

ferent levels, so that’s kind of 
interesting too,” she said.

According to an email from 
EPI, the area surrounding the 
peninsula hosts 39% of the 
world’s marine animal species. 
Schneider said this will be her 
first time working directly with 
marine life and people involved 
in the industry out in the field, 
which is another reason she’s 
excited. 

“When I return, I’m sure I’ll 
be full of knowledge,” she said.

Schneider was inspired to 
apply for the fellowship after 
she realized she would conduct 
research on-site.

“Our fellowship program 
was born out of the goal to 
reach more students and impact 
them through teachers by hav-
ing a program where teachers 
can go to our field sites and ex-
perience the research and learn 
about some of the activities we 
do with students,” said Lisa 

Macki, the recruitment and 
professional development man-
ager for EPI. “We also build 
this collaborative community 
of teachers that will share ideas 
and help inspire each other 
during the experience and af-
ter.”

Macki said hundreds of peo-
ple apply for the fellowship on 
an annual basis and only 40 are 
selected. 

“What we saw in (Schnei-
der’s) application is an experi-
enced, passionate teacher who’s 
already really engaged in her 
students’ lives and doing a lot 
of hands-on activity, and she’s 
continuing to look for new op-
portunities to grow, learn about 
new ecosystems, sustainability, 
and conservation and how to 
inspire her students. That all 
really stood out in her applica-
tion,” Macki said. “She has that 
desire to make that positive 
impact in her students’ lives 
and hopefully in the world as a 
whole.”

Kristy Schneider
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Lifestyles Senior Living

CARES program provides seniors in 
Clark County with valuable resources
SEBASTIAN RUBINO
sebastian@thereflector.com

Clark-Cowlitz Fire Rescue 
(CCFR) has served underserved 
populations, especially senior 
citizens, through its Community 
Assistance Referral and Educa-
tion Services (CARES) program 
for the past two years.

The crew at CCFR uses the 
program as an alternative to sit-
uations where people don’t nec-
essarily need a response from 
police or an ambulance.

“It’s an innovative model for 
mobile integrated health care 
looking at the right services for 
those that need it at the right 
time,” said community outreach 
coordinator Sam Lewis. “It could 
be anything from looking at ad-
vocacy, referral and education 
(or) minor health care services. 
Minor referrals could just be edu-
cating people on a process they’re 
going through such as getting on 
Medicaid or going through a hos-
pice process.”

Lewis said CARES aims to 
“be the bridge” to gaps for ser-
vices that are available in Clark 
County and southern Cowlitz 
County. 

Firefighter and paramedic Josh 
Haldeman said the crew helps 
identify individuals who don’t “fit 
the use” of the emergency medi-
cal service (EMS) systems. Those 

include people who were taken to 
a hospital but never heard from 
again.  

“Now we have this CARES 

program which is more of a post-
EMS follow-up program to iden-
tify issues and dig into what these 
individuals need, as well as to 
stabilize them and give them the 
resources they need so that way 
they’re safe in our community 
and can thrive as well,” Halde-
man said.

Part of the program, which 
is especially helpful for senior 
citizens, is “medication recon-
ciliation,” which Haldeman said 
ensures people have consistent 
access to their medications and 
makes sure those individuals 

take them correctly. For people 
who have trouble organizing their 
medications, the crew offers med-
ication boxes to help senior citi-
zens keep them organized.  

Another thing the program 
helps with is preventing seniors 
from falls, which Haldeman said 
is the most common but prevent-
able injury they see. As part of 
the process, the crew goes into 
people’s homes, evaluates any fall 
hazards, and takes note of any 
obstacles in the house for that in-
dividual. A few solutions include 
the installation of ramps, wall 
bars, and other assistive devices 
the senior may need.

Before the creation of the 
CARES program, Lewis said 
people would often call 911 
when they fell or experienced 
other incidents that didn’t nec-
essarily need to include the in-
volvement of paramedics or law 
enforcement. The program acts 
as an alternative for those who 
need help on a less serious scale. 

Since its creation in 2020, 
the CARES team has expand-
ed its outreach to places like 
PeaceHealth Southwest, Legacy 
Healthcare, the Area Agency on 
Aging and Disabilities of South-
west Washington, and Adult Pro-
tective Services. The program is 
funded primarily by the South-
west Washington Accountable 
Community of Health.

CCFR Division Chief Mike 
Jackson said the CARES team 
is in a network of partners who 
have helped people self-isolate 
during COVID-19 quarantines, 

while making sure those people 
had the resources they needed.  

“We’ve also been involved in 
delivering vaccines, especially to 
vulnerable populations, among 
other things,” Jackson said.

Since many senior citizens 
have lived in their homes for a 
long time, Haldeman said that 
seniors have created habits and 
systems that may not match 
with their current physical state 
like certain medical conditions 
they may now face. As a result, 
Haldeman and the rest of the 
crew aim to keep the seniors 
safe, while helping them live 
independently by giving them 
the tools they need to thrive. 
He said it provides a “fresh per-
spective” for any safety issues 
they identified. 

“That’s one of our big con-
tributing factors throughout the 
county, which is finding those 
issues, mitigating what we can, 
and then helping connect them to 
resources that can help mitigate 
those emergencies if we’re not ca-
pable of doing it,” Haldeman said.

In addition to those services, 
they help seniors obtain durable 
medical equipment like oxygen 
machines and walking assistive 
devices. The team with the pro-
gram helps educate seniors about 
the equipment they need. 

Since the CARES program 
started, Jackson said they were 
able to reduce the amount of 
non-applicable calls to 911 by 
80%.

The direct line for the CARES 
program is 360-887-6237.

Prepare for 
Power Outages 
& Save Money

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE! 

ACT NOW TO RECEIVE
A $300 SPECIAL OFFER!*

(866) 954-2961

*O� er value when purchased at retail. 
Solar panels sold separately.

Prepare for unexpected 
power outages with a 
Generac home standby 
generator

FREE 7-Year Extended Warranty*
A $695 Value! 

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE!
888-674-7053

Limited Time O� er - Call for Details

Special Financing Available 
Subject to Credit Approval 

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase,  
install and activate the generator with a participating dealer. 
Call for a full list of terms and conditions.   

Do you have a Will?

(360) 694-9601 • WWW.GASCONLAW.COM

Lori L. Gascon
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I can help you.
CALL ME TODAY.
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Community Property  
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Powers of Attorney

Health Care Directives
FREE Consultation

Davies CREMATION & 
BURIAL SERVICES

360-693-1036 • daviescremationburial.com
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• Pre-arrangement available
• Professional and caring staff available 24/7

DIRECT 
CREMATION 

CALL FOR  
PRICING!

ENCLOSED PERMITTED BUILDING ROOF ONLY FARM BUILDING

FOB: Hubbard
P.O. Box 407 • 3540 2nd Street 

Hubbard • OR • 97032
Fax: 503-982-2515*** Prices subject to change without notice ***

•
All prices subject to code requirements 
CCB #: OR 86204  -  WA PARKEB1071D6

Kit Contains: 
Galvanized roof based on 30 lb Snow LoadKit Contains: (1) 3’X6’-8” Entry Door, (1) 11’ Wide 

Slider Door, Galvanized Roof, Painted Walls & Trim
These buildings have Engineered Plans & Prices are based on 
30 lb Ground Snow Load, 135 mph Wind Load, “B” Exposure

Please Visit Our Website

To view our customizable 
Options & Prices

DIY KITS!
BUILDING MATERIAL 

SUPPLIER

SHOPS

RV STORAGE*

*
*

*

*
*

BARNS

www.parkerbuildings.com

1•800•331•0155 
503•981•0890

GARAGES

Providing Pole Buildings Since 1982

EAVE 10’ 12’ 14’ 16’
24 x 36 $10,465 $11,438 $12,257 $13,164
30 x 36 $12,197 $13,210 $14,129 $15,113
30 x 48 $14,506 $15,564 $16,692 $18,209
36 x 36 $13,719 $14,750 $15,768 $17,062
36 x 48 $16,361 $17,533 $18,683 $20,456
40 x 48 $18,350 $19,413 $20,740 $22,671
40 x 60 $21,107 $22,294 $23,828 $25,545

EAVE 10’ 12’ 14’ 16’
24 x 36 $5,491 $5,586 $5,740 $6,077
30 x 36 $6,697 $6,825 $7,080 $7,351
30 x 48 $8,284 $8,486 $8,725 $9,072
36 x 36 $7,977 $8,192 $8,359 $8,726
36 x 48 $9,816 $10,018 $10,257 $10,756
40 x 48 $11,885 $12,181 $12,481 $13,873
40 x 60 $14,147 $14,446 $14,775 $16,244
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PHOTO BY SEBASTIAN RUBINO

Josh Haldeman, Sam Lewis, and Mike Jackson, all from Clark-Cowlitz Fire Rescue, are pictured in front of fire engine 26.
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support your  
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209 E Main St., Suite 139  
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cs2@thereflector.com
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Lifestyles Family 
Ridgefield School District officials honor 
February employee and students of the month
THE REFLECTOR

The Ridgefield School 
Board recognized its February 
employee and students of the 
month at a meeting on Feb. 8.  

Deb Ortner, a teacher on 
special assignment for the dis-
trict, was named employee of 
the month. A news release de-
scribes Ortner as a “true rock 
star” who was tasked with 
leading induction for all of the 
new employees in the district. 
“Deb’s passion for kids and 
teachers is irrepressible,” the 
release stated. “She is dedicat-
ed to the growth and enrich-
ment of every teacher and staff 
member and works tirelessly to 
that end. Deb advocates for the 
educators of RSD through the 
national board cohort, support 
of mentees and mentors, direct-
ing professional learning, and 
working alongside teachers in 
whatever fashion they need.”

Sophia Sparland was select-
ed as the student of the month 
for the Early Learning Center. 
As a pre-kindergartener, the re-
lease said Sparland has adapt-
ed and adjusted well to new 
COVID-19 expectations. “So-
phia has progressed very well 
over the last couple of months, 

showing kindness toward her 
peers, following directions and 
daily routine, participating and 
engaging in our activities, and 
setting an example for others,” 
stated the release.

Penelope La Marr, a sec-
ond grader, was named the 
student of the month at South 
Ridge Elementary School. The 
release stated La Marr has an 
unique ability to connect with 
others and is a natural leader. 
“We have witnessed Penelo-
pe overcome several obstacles 
and become an avid reader, 
curious scientist and skillful 
mathematician this year,” stat-
ed the release. “Her academic 
growth can be attributed to her 
relentless ambition when giv-
en a challenge.” La Marr also  
consistently demonstrates em-
pathy, resiliency and kindness 
in the classroom.

Lucy Meade, a first grader, 
was picked as the student of the 
month at Union Ridge Elemen-
tary School. Meade is described 
as a respectful student who lis-
tens, pays attention and follows 
directions from her teachers. 
She is said to be a hard worker 
who doesn’t give up when pre-
sented with a challenge. “  Lucy 

has an excitement for learning 
and a positive attitude,” stated 
the release. 

Adair Garcia, a fifth grader, 
was selected as the student of 
the month at Sunset Ridge In-
termediate School. The release 
stated Garcia is a “friend to ev-
eryone.” He is also known as 
responsible and is well-focused 
in his academics. “Adair is one 
of our hardest working students 
at Sunset Ridge. He is actively 
engaged in all of his classes. He 
works well with his classmates, 
completes all of his assign-
ments, and volunteers to read 
and answer questions during 
classroom discussions.”

Johnathon Nove, a seventh 
grader, was named the student 
of the month at Wisdom Ridge 
Academy. The release stated 
Nove not only has stayed fully 
up to date with his classes, but 
finished three of his courses 
early to start new ones. When 
doing an elective class on Javas-
cript programming, the release 
stated he became a great friend 
to his peers, as they rely on him 
for “his caring attitude, problem 
solving and sense of humor.”

Behla James, an eighth 
grader at View Ridge Middle 
School, was named the student 
of the month at View Ridge 
Middle School. The release de-
scribes James as a caring per-
son who always seeks to help 
and include other students. Her 
teachers said she leads by ex-
ample and “goes above and be-
yond to learn as much French 
as she can and is eager to help 
others to be the best that they 
can be.”

Dillon Kirksey, a junior, was 
named the student of the month 
at Ridgefield High School. Ac-
cording to the release, Kirksey 
has been a technology commis-
sioner for the Athletic Student 
Body Leadership program. He 
is also involved in the Nation-
al Honor Society, is the DECA 
Club president, a volunteer for 
the Ridgefield Lions Club, and 
plays baseball and basketball 
for the Spudders. Kirksey is 
respectful to his teachers, stat-
ed the release, and is grateful 
the development of his char-
acter has been noticed by the 
school’s staff.

Praise & Worship
Local churches & religious events
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All are welcome to join us in a contemporary 
worship service each Sunday at 9:00 a.m.

1346 S 38th Court
Ridgefield, WA
360-910-2022

MESSIAH 
LUTHERAN CHURCH

Messiah North meets indoors  
at Windy Hills Winery,  

1348 S. 38th Ct, Ridgefield.
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at 10:00 am
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Bible-Based Teaching
God Focused Worship

Worship 9:30 AM
Sunday School 11:00 AM

687-7124
www.bgbaptist.com
1110 NW 6th Ave.

Battle Ground Baptist ChurchBattle Ground Baptist Church
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The Reflector Has 
New Owners

The Reflector is your one stop shop for all of your marketing needs. We offer
a comprehensive marketing approach so you can best reach your customers
on both a traditional and digital level. Our sales team will help you create a
custom advertising strategy so that you can reach your core audience and

increase your sales. Start promoting your business today!

360-687-5151 • thereflector.com 

The Reflector

Billy@TheReflector.com

Contact your ad rep William Armstrong to find out how to advertise with
our new digital solutions or our many tried and true traditional print products.

Locally Focused  
Advertising &  

Marketing Solutions  
in Print and Digital. 
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