ZALMOXIS. ADDENDA TO FHD

This study! sets forth a large number of sourccs
concerning the Getlic god Zalmoxis/Zamolxis, most of
them little known, as addenda to Fontes ad Historiam
Dacoromanae pertinentes / Izvoare privind istoria Ro-
miénier (the first two volumes, Bucharest 1964-1970, edd.
V1. lliescu, V. Popescu, Gh. Stefan, H. Mihaescu, R.
Hincu). In the Introduction (1, p. V), the authors expressed
their hope that they had registered all ancient information
conceming the populations of today’s Romanian territory;
they did not exclude, however, the possibility to have for-
gollen somc information, cxcept minimal and uncssential
onc. Now we arc able to sce that, as regards Zalmoxis,
their work presents scrious omissions: they registered 21
authors, but they left out about 50 passages belonging to
36 authors or sources about the same god. Some of these
sources arc indeed not of the utmost importance; but they
also excluded information extant in authors published in
the FHD and even in the same works there registered (e.g.
Plato, Lucian, Origen, lamblichus, Julian, Souds)?.

From the sources here forwarded, only five are
later than 1000 A. D. (the upper limit of FHD I-II); most
of them belong lo Latc Antiquity. These "new" passages
are, with few exceptions, unpublished in Romania. There
are, for some of them, certain quotations or cven transla-
tions3, or, in general, lists with ancient writers, for the
name of the god (Zalmoxis or Zamolxis)*.

The main part of these texts belongs to the cen-
turies II-11I-IV A. D. - a period of flourishing rhetoric, the
so-called "Sccond Sophistic" (11-111), and also of polemi-
cal Christian wrilings (111-1V) -, and, in Byzantine times,
to the IXth-Xth centuries (the lexicographic works in the
time of Patriarch Photius' "Renaissance™). These arc all
secondary sources, in which there can be detecled no new,
conclusive informalion about the "real" Zalmoxis; so we
will not submit a new theory about Zalmoxis' nature from
these texts. But they certainly help us to see more clearly
the images and the legend of the Thracian/Getic/Scythian/
Barbarian Zalmoxis in the Greek literary space. Ranging
the passages in chronological order, we give only laconic
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data about the authors and their works; the multitude of
writings and their extent disallow us to offer larger com-
mentaries.

1. PLATO, Charmides

Famous philosopher (428-347 B. C.), disciple of
Socrates, founder of the Academy of Athens in 387 B. C.

Charmides 158 B-C:

“ExeL &' odv otitwg. El pév oot jdn mageony, dg Aéyel
Koitag 8d¢, coppoaivn kal el odpowv ikavde, otdiv
£n oot el olite 1@V Zalpdtidog® olite T@v ‘APdoidog
100 YregPogéovs énwddv, AL’ avtd oo dv 1jdn
dotéov eln 1o Tiig KeEPaLiig pagpakov: el &’ En
TovTwV Emdenig elvar dokelg, éxaotéov nEd Tfig ToD
QaopdKkovu d60ewg.

Edition: Alfred Croiset, Platon. Ocuvres coni-
plétes, Tome I1, Paris, LBL, 1921, p. 58.

"However, the case stands thus: if you already pos-
sess temperance, as Critias here declares, and you are suf~
ficiently temperatc, then you never had any need of the
charms of Zalmoxis or of Abaris the Hyperborian, and
might well be given at once the remedy for the head; but
il you prove to be still lacking that virtue, we must apply
the charm belore the remedy" (LCL transl. by W. R. M.
Lamb7)

2. POSEIDONIUS, Fragmenta

Stoic philosopher, historian, and geographer (born
in Apamca, ca. 135-50/51 B. C.). Major works (frag-
ments): On the Ocean (between 75-65 B. C.), Historics
(ca. 80B.C)).

[ 135 Theiler (= Strabo 7.3.5) :

... AEyeTaL Ydo TV TdV [Cetdv Svopa ZaporEy
dovictoar [Tvdaydpa kal tiva Tdv ovpaviev Tag’
éxelvou padely, 1a 8¢ kal wag’ Alyvrtev thavév-
Ta xai péyol debpo: ExavelDovia O eig Tiv olkeiavy
oxovdaotivar Tapd Tolg fyepdot kal T@d EVveL moohé-
yovta Tag émonuaciag, TeEAevtdvra 3¢ TETom TOV
Baoréa kolvevov Tiig apyfig altov AaPelv dg 1a

THRACO-DACICA, tomul XXI, nr. 1-2, Bucuresti, 2000, p. 223-244.



224

Dan Dana, Ligia Ruscu

rapd T@v Dedv eEayyéArely ikavov: kal kot aQyag
pév iegéa xataotadijvar Tod pdlota popévou nag’
avtoic Veod, uetd taita 3¢ xai Deov mpogayopeudij-
vat, kal katahaBovra avre®dés n ywpeiov dPatov Toig
didolg évtaita datrdodal, oxdviov Evivyydvovia
T0T¢ £xTdg ANV ToD Paorémg kal Tav Depgandvrov:
OUUTPATTELY 08 TOV Bacidéa Opdvta Toug avlodmoug
npoéyovrag £AvTd® KXoV wAéov {j medTEQOV, OOG
EKQEQOVTL Td NEOOTAYNATE KaTd oupPouliv Jedv.
Touti 8€ 10 EVog diéTevev dyol xai eig Nudg, el Tivog
eUpLoKkopévou Tolovtou 10 Nfdog, 8¢ T@ puév Paotrel
ovpPovrog Unfjpye, Taga 8¢ tolg I'étarg wvopdleto
Déog kai 10 OGpog Umerfoln ieQdv, kal
mgooayogevovolv olTwg’ Svopa & avtd Kwyaiovov
dpdvupov 1@ nagagpéovt Totaud.d

Edition: Willy Thciler, Poscidonios. Dic
Fragmentc, herausgegeben von Willy Theiler, 1. Texte,
Walter dc Gruyter, Berlin-New York, Walter dec Gruyter,
1982, p. 115 (and commentarics in vol. I, Erlduterungen,
p. 99).

* .. In fact, as said that a certain man of the Getac,
Zamolxis by namc, had been a slave to Pythagoras, and
had lcamed somc things about the hecavenly bodics from
him, as also ccrtain other things from the Egyptians, for in
his wanderings hc had gonc cven as far as Egypt, and
when he camc on back to his homeland he was cagerly
courted by the rulers and the people of the tribe, because
he could make predictions from the celestial signs; and at
lcast he persuaded the king to take him as a partner in the
government, on the ground that he was competent to report
the will of the gods; and although at the outset hc was only
made a priest of the god who was most honored in their
country, yet afterwards he was even addresscd as god, and
having taken possession of a certain cavernous placc that
was inaccessible to anyone else he spent his life there, only
rarely meeting with any people outside except the king and
his own attcndants, and the king cooperated with him,
becausc he saw that the people paid much morce attention
to himself than before, in the belicf that the decrees which
he promulgated were in accordancc with the counscl of the
gods. This custom persisted cven down to our own time,
becausc some man of that character was always to be
found, who, though in fact only a counsclor to the king,
was called god among the Getac. And the people took up
the notion that the mountain was sacrcd and they so call it,
but its name is Cogaconum, like that of the river which
flows past it." (LCL transl. by H. L. Jones9).

3. APOLLONIUS OF TYANA, Epistolae

Famed philosopher and, later on, illustrious cxam-
ple of theios aner (ca. 40-120 A. D.), Apollonius is to be
considered in the eclectic philosophical thought of the
first and sccond centurics A. D., among the Platonising
Pythagoreans of the carly Empire. The corpus of his cpis-
tles (Epistolac Apollonii) is not entirely genuine.

Ep. Apoll. 28: Baothel Zxuddv.

ZaporErg aviip ayadog v xal @légopog, €L ye
padntig [Mudaydgou éyéveto. kal el Kat’ éxelvov TOV
xe6vov Tolodtog v @ Popaiog, Ekdv dv Eyéveto
pilog. €i 6¢ e Ereuvdepiug olel delv dydmva Kai TGHvov
#xew, dkove @Ado0pog, Toutéony édetdegog. !0

Edition: The Letters of Apollonius of Tyana. A
Critical Text with Prolegomena,Translation and
Commentary by Robert J. Penclla, Leiden, E. J. Brill,
1979, p. 46 (and commentarics, pp. 105-107).

"To a king of the Scythians:

Zamolxis was a good man and a philosopher, since
he was a pupil of Pythagoras. And if in his time the Romans
had been such as they arec now, he would have willingly
been their friend. But if you think you must cndurc strife
and toil on behalf of frcedom, be known as a philosopher,
that is a frec man." (Transl. R. J. Penclla, p. 47).

4. D10 CHRYSOSTOM, Getica (Fragmenta)

Prestigious rhetorician and philosopher, born in
Prusa (Bithynia) (ca. 40-120 A. D.). He also wrotc a lost
Getica'l, on the history of the Getac.

FGrHist 7107 F 1 (= Jordancs, Get. V, 39): ut ergo
ad nostrum propositum redeamus, in prima sede Scythiac
iuxta Meotidem commanentcs pracfati, unde logquimur,
Filimer regem habuisse noscuntur; in secunda, id est
Daciae Thraciacque et Mysiae solo Zalmoxcn, quem
mirae philosophiae eruditionss fuisse testantur plerique
scriptores annalium: nam et Zeutam prius habuerunt cru-
ditum, post etiam Dicineum, [[tertiumm Zalmoxen, de quo
superius diximus]], nec defuerunt, qui eos sapientiam
erudirent. unde et pene omnibus barbaris Gothi
sapientiores semper cxtiterunt Grecisque penc
consimiles, ut refert Dio, qui historias eorum
annalesque Greco stilo composuit '2,

Edition: Felix Jacoby, FGrHist, 11l C|, Leiden, E.
J. Brill, 1958, p. 578.

"To rctumn, then, to my subject. The aforesaid race
of which I spcak is known to have had Filimer as king
whilc they remained in their first home in Scythia ncar
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Maeotis. In their second home, that is the countries of
Dacia, Thrace and Moesia, Zalmoxes reigned, whom
many writers of annals mention as a man of remarkable
Icarning in philosophy. Yct cven before this they had a
lcarned man Zeuta, and after him Dicincus; [[and the third
was Zalmoxes of whom 1 have made mention abovc]].
Nor did they lack tcachers of wisdom. Whercfore the
Goths havc cver been wiser than other barbar-
ians and were necarly like the Greeks, as Dio
relates, who wrote their history and annals with
a Greek pen." (transl. Charles C. Mierow!3).

5.ANTONIUS DIOGENES, De mirabilibus
ultra Thulen

Greek novclist, who wrote, presumably in the first
half of the sccond century, his strange novel, Wonders
Beyond Thule (Ta vnég ®ovAny dmota), in 24 books;
prescerved in an cpitome of Photius (Bib/. cod. 166), some
quotations (Porphyry, V. Pyth. and John Lydus, De nicns.),
and several papyni; his writing, as thc novelistic genre gen-
erally, is very much discusscd in our days!4. Constructed in
the technique of narrative flashbacks littered with geo-
graphical and philosophical lorc (namely Pythagorcan), and
historical authentificating devicces, this picce of literary fic-
tion implics also the usc of Pythagorcan topics.

a. Photius, Bibl. cod. 1606, 110 a;: "Eneira ag
AaPovieg Mavuviag kai Aggkvrdig éx Aewvtivov o
IMadmbdog mnoidlov péta T@v v avtd PLriov kai Tov
Potavav 1o kifdTov, araipouvay eig Priiyiov kakeidev
eic Metandvriov, év @ avtolg 'Aotpaiog!® émkata-
afaov pnviel katda t6dag duwkery INadmv. Kal ag
ovvamaigovoy avtd éni Opgxag xai Maogoayétaclt,
np0g ZaporEv Tov £taigov avtod amovit, §oa 1€
Katd TavTny Tjv 6douogiav Wotev, kai 6twg évriyot
‘Aotoalog Zapdrbd naga [étag {{on!7 Ded vou-
Lopéve: kal 6oa einelv avte kal dendijvar Acgkuidig
1€ Kai Mavniviag 'Aotgaiov Umép avtav Néiwoav. Kal
ag xonouog!d avtolg éxetdev éEéneaev éni oviny
elval texgwpévov EADETy, kai d¢ é¢ otegov kal
natoida Gpovrar, TEdTEQOV GAAG TE EVIAAUTWOOUV-
1£6, Kai dlknv Tijg €g TOUg ToxEag avoadtnTog (el kal
dkovTeg fjpagTov) Tvwivteg =0 Tov Plov avtolg cig
Conv kai Odvatov dapegroDijval, kal Lijv pév £v
vukTti, vekgolg 8¢ év ékdotn fpéeq. Elta d¢ Tololtog
XONOHoUg AaPovreg amaigovowv EkKelDev TOV
‘Aotpailov guv ZapdrELd Aeimovieg vnd I'etav

dokalopevol. Kai Goa wegl Bogedv avtolg tepdotia
i19€elv kal axotow ouvnvéyde!?.

Edition: René Henry, Photius. Bibliothéque, Tome
I1 («codiccs» 84-185), Paris, LBL, 1960, pp. 143-144.

"Then, as they Iefi Leontini, Mantinias and Derceyllis
took Paapis’ bag, the books in it and a small woodcen box of
plants. They sailed to Rhegium and from there lo
Mectapontum, where Astracus overtook them and warned
them that Paapis was hard on their hecls. They sailed away
to Thrace and the Massagetac, together with Astraeus, who
was going to visit his friend Zamolxis. There is an account
of what they saw during these travels, of how Astracus met
Zamolxis, who was already rcgarded as a god among the
Getac, and of what Dercyllis and Mantinias asked Astracus
to say to him and ask him on thcir behalf. There, an oracle
dceclared that they would go to Thule and that they would
undergo trials and make atonement for their, albeit uninten-
tional, irreverence towards their parents by dividing their
time betwceen life and dcath, by living at night but being
corpses cach day. After hearing such predictions, they set
sail from there, lcaving Astracus, who was revered by the
Getac, with Zamolxis. There is an account of all the mar-
velous sights and tales that they encountered in the north"
(transl. Gerald N. Sandy, pp. 779-780)

b. Porphyry, V. Pyth. 14: "Hv & abt® kai étcoov
pelpdkiov 0 éx Opdkng éxtioato, @ Zdaporiig v
Svopa, éxel yevwnOév avtd dopd Goktov eéxcpfiqiin:
v yap dopav oi Opdreg Laipdv karodorv20,
‘Avyandv 6’ avtov 6 ITuvdaydpag Ti)v peTéwoov
Dewplav éxaidevoe Ta te mepl iepovpyiag kai tag
dAlag eig Veovg Donokeiag?!.

Edition: Porphyre. Vie de Pythagore. Lettre d
Marcclla, texte établi ct traduit par E. Des Places, Paris,
LBL, 1982, p. 42,

"There was another youth in his company whom
he acquired from Thrace, named Zamolxis from the fact
that at his birth he was wrapped in a bear hide, since the
Thracians call a hide a za/mos. Pythagoras cherished him
and taught him the theory of the heavens and about sacred
ritcs and other matters pertaining to the cult of the gods."
(transl. S. A. Stephens, J. J. Winkler, p. 135)

6. FAVORINUS, Fragmcnta

Westem as origin (from Arclate, today Arles), but
Grecek by culture, Favorinus was a well-known sophist
and writer of his time (ca. 80-150/160).
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F 99 Barigazzi (= Stobaeus, Flor. 62.43; IV 429
Hense): ZapoAELg olkétng v IMTudaydgov, kal xgoo-
exOvnoay avtov ol Méta?2.

Edition: Favorino di Arelate, Opere. Introduzione,
testo critico e commento a cura di Adelmo Barigazzi,
Felice le Monier, Florence, 1966, p. 526 and commentary.

"Zamolxis was a slave of Pythagoras and the Gelae
worshipped him." (transl. L. Ruscu)

7. LUCIAN OF SAMOSATA, Scytha

Rhetorician, sophist, philosopher and writer, born
in Samosata (cc. 120-180/190). Probable redaction of the
Scytha: between 150-16323,

Scytha 4: allad =®EO¢ ‘Axiwvdkov kal
ZapbérELdog2d, 1dv tatodov Nuiv Vedv, ol pe, O
TéEagt, agaraPaov Eevaynoov kgl detfov Td KAA-
Mota T@v 'Atijviowy, elta xal 1 &v 1§ ‘EAAadl, vopwv
Te 1oV dplotoug kal avdpdv Tolg BedtioTous...

Edition: Lucrani Scytharum colloquia, quae inscri-
buntur Toxaris, Scytha, Anacharsis cum scholiis cdidit
Erwin Steindl, Leipzig, Teubner, 1970, p. 48.

"Now by our native gods Acinaces and Zamolxis, |
ask you, Toxaris, to take me with you and bc my guide
and show me the best of what there is in Athens and then
in the rest of Greece - their finest laws, their greatest
men... " (LCL transl. by K. Kilburn)

8. CELSUS, ‘AAndic Adyog

Neoplatonist philosopher of the second century; he
wrotc an animatced anli-Christian book, in 8 trcatises,
more likely about 177-180, entitled 7he True Doctrine
(AAnO1g Adyog), defending the "antiquity” and the
truthfulncss of the classical religion and culture, against
the "new", i.c. dubious faith of thc Christians25,

a. Origen, Contra Celsum 2.55: Meta tattd
enowv 6 'Toudalog20 xpdg Tolg Eavtod Tolitag 1o
'Incod motevovrag Oépe M) kol motedwpev VUl
1001 elpfjoda. INooor &' dAAoL Toladta Tegaxevov-
Ta, ncovg Eveka TOV eV og AKkvovTov Evegyo-
AaPoivreg Ti) TAdvy ; “Oxeo oVv kai ZdapoAEwy &v
Tridag?? paot, Tov Mudaydgov dothov2e, kai avTov
v Trakiq?? xal ‘Papjivitov év Alyimte30- todtov pev
Kal «ovykuPedelvy €v (idou «Ti; AfueTow Kkal dvelelv
«d@povy «xap’ alTfig ELQOUAKTQOV XQUIOTWY
pégovta’ xal unv kal 'Ogeéa év 'Odgloarg kai
[NpwTteoilaov £v Oeooarin kol ‘Hoaxhéa ént Tavipw
kal Onoéa. "AAL’ Exelvo okexTéoy, el Mg Og AAN DG

arotavdv AvEoTn TOTE aUTd OOUATL.

Edition: Marcel Borret, Origéne. Contre Celsc,
Tome 1 (livres I et II) (SC 132), Paris, Editions du Cerf,
1967, p. 414.

"After this the Jew says to his fellow-cilizens who
believe in Jesus: Come now, let us believe your view that
he actually sard this. How many others produce wonders
like this to convince simple hearers whom they exploit by
deceit? They say that Zamolxis, a slave of Pythagoras,
also did this among the Scythians, and Pythagoras himsclf
in Italy and Rhampsinitus in Egypt The last, at Hades,
“playing dice with Demeter” obtained from her "a hand-
bag plastered with gold”, which he took with him as a
present. Also Orpheus among the Odrysians, Protesilaus
in Thessaly, Herakles at Tenara and Theseus. But we
must examine this question whether anyone who really
died ever rosc again with the same body." (transl. H.
Chadwick31).

b. Origen, Contra Celsum 3.34: Metd Tatta
rapamAnolov fpidg oletal kewoimévar Tév, e pnowv
6 Kéloog, dAdvra kai drodavévra dpnoxciovrag Toig
Térag oéfovar tov Zdporéty kai Kiléi tov Méypov xai
"Arxapvio: tov "Auglloyov kai Onfaiog Tov "Appidpew
xal Aefladlowg tov Tpopdoviov32,

Edition: Marcel Borret, Origéne, Contre Celsc,
Tome 11 (livres III et IV), Editions du Cerf, Paris, 1968
(SC 136), p. 80.

"After this Celsus thinks thal because we worship
the man who was arrested and djed, we behave like the
Getae who reverence Zamolxis, and the Cilicians who
worship Mopsus, the Acarnanians Amphilochus, the
Thebans Amphiaraus, and the Lebadeans Trophonius”.
(transl. H. Chadwick, p. 151)

9. CLEMENT OF ALEXANDRIA, Protrepticus

and Stromalta

Prominent Alexandrinc Father, apologist and the-
ologian, well-acquainted with the classical (radition (ca.
150-215). Protrepticus (" Exhortation to the Heathen™) was
composcd between 180-189, and the [irst of Stromata al
the end of the second century33,

a. Protr. 6.70.1: T16Vev, ® MMAdtov, dAideiay
aivity ; [T6Vev 1y Tdv Aoydv dpdovog yoonyia v
Veooéfeav pavrevetar ; ZopdTepa, onaiv, Toltov
BagBdowv Td yévn. Olda oov Tovg ddaokdiove, Kilv
aroxpUntely EVEANG YeopeToiay Tag’ Alyvrtiov
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pavddverg, aotpovopiav xtapd BaPuloviov, érxwdig
Tag Uyelg xagl @pakdv Aapfdvergdd, mordi oe kai
"Aocgiglol Teradevkaot, vopovg 8¢ Toug Sool AANVETG
xal 86Eav Tiv 10D Deod xap’ avtdv dpéinom TdV
‘EPpaiwv...

Edition: Clément d'Alexandrie, Le Protreptique,
introduction, traduction et notes de Claude Mondésert,
Editions du Cerf, Paris, 19763 (SC 2Vis), p. 135.

"Whence, O Plato, 1s that hint of the truth which
thou givest? Whence this rich copiousness of diction,
which proclaims piely with oracular utterance? The tribes
of the barbarians, he says, are wiser than these; I know
your teachers, cven if you wouldst conceal them. You
have learned geometry from the Egyptians, astronomy
from the Babylonians; the charms of healing you have got
from the Thracians; the Assyrians also have taught you
many things; but for the laws that arc consistent with truth,
and your sentiments respecting God, you are indebted to
the Hebrews ..." (transl. from ANF, 1135, by W. Wilson)

b. Stromata 1.68.3: dAAd kdv Td Xagpidy
@pdkdg tvagd® émotapevog paivetal, ot Aéyovrm
dradavatilew v Puyniv.

Edition: Otto Stahlin, Clemens Alexandrinus. [1.
Stromata Buch I-VI, 19603 (GCS; new c¢d. by L.
Friichtel), Berlin, p. 43.

"But in the Charmides, il is manifest thal he knew
certain Thracians who where said to make the soul
immortal." (transl. from ANF, 11, by W. Wilson)

10. HIPPOLYTUS, Refurtatio omnium hacrcsium

Bishop of Rome, exegete, theologian, polemicist,
and chronicler of his time (ca. 175-235). His authorship of
Refutatio (or Elenchus) is until now debatabled7; the
Refitatio scems 1o have been composed between 222 and
235.

a. Ref. 1.2.17: tdv 3¢ padntdv avtod ol
dapuydvreg 1OV Epmonopdy Adowg v kal “Agyxog3s
xai 6 Tod Mudaydeov oikétg Zdaporkgd?, 8¢ xal Toig
wapd KeAitoig Aguidag Aéyetar dtdakm @Lhogopelv
v [Mudaydpetov prhogopiav.

Edition: Hippolytus Refutatio omnium haeresium,
cdited by M. Marcovich, Berlin - New York, Walter de
Gruyter, 1986, p. 61.

"Among his followers, who escaped the conflagra-
tion were Lysis and Archippus, and the servant of
Pythagoras, Zamolxis, who also is said to have taught the

Celtic Druids to cultivate the philosophy of Pythagoras”.
(transl. 8. D. IF. Salmond, ANF, V)

b. Ref. 1.25.1: Aguidar <d&> ol &v KeAtoig Tij
Mudayogeiw glogopia kat’ tkpov éykipavregi?,
aitiov avTolg YEVOpEvou TadTNg Ti§ dokNoewg
ZapbrEdog dovhov [Tudaydgov, yéver Bgaxiov g
petd v [Mudaydgouv tedevrv éxel yweroag aimog
TouTOoLg TAvTNG TG PAodogiag éyiveToll.

Edition: Hippolytus Refistatio omnium hacresium,
edited by M. Marcovich, Berlin - New York, Walter de
Gruyter, 1986, p. 88.

"And the Celtic Druids investigated to the very
highest point he Pythagorean philosophy, after Zamolxis,
by birth a Thracian, a servant of Pythagoras, became to
them the originator of this discipline. Now after the death
of Pythagoras, Zamolxis, repairing thither, became to
them the originator of this philosophy". (transl. S. D. F.
Salmond, AN, V)

11. DIOGENES LAERTIUS, De vitis, dogmatis

ct apophthcgmatis clarorum philosophorum

Greek historian of philosophy; his work constitutes
a mixiure of biography and doxography (composed proba-
bly in the first half of the third century, about 200-225)42.

a. 1.1: To g gthooogiag Egyov Emol paay axd
PagPdowv dom. yeyevijodm yiag mapd pev [égomg
Mdyoug, magda 8¢ BaPuvroviog i 'Aocovpiorg
Xaldaiovg, kal Mvpvoooprotag rapd "Ivdoig, mapd Te
Kelvotg xai ['ahdtag Todg kalovpévoug Aguidag kal
Zepvodéug kadd pnowv "Aglototédng &v 1@ Maywkd
xal Zotiov &v Td elkooTd TElTd Tijg Atadoyiis.
Doivkd te yevéodm "Qyovd3, kal Opdxa Zdapolkyy,
kai Aipuvv "AtAavra,

Edition: Diogenis Lacrtii Vitac Philosopharim,
recognovil brevilque adnotatione critica instruxit . S.
Long, Oxonii, Oxford Univ. Press, 19662, p. 1.

"There arc some who say that (he study of philoso-
phy had its beginning among (he barbarians. They urge that
the Persians have their Magi, the Babylonians or Assyrians
their Chaldaeans, and the Indians their Gymnosophists; and
among the Cckts and the Gauls there are the people called
Druids or Holly Ones, for which they cite as authorities the
Magicus of Aristollc and Sotion in the twenty-third book of
his Succession of Philosophers. Also they say that Mochus
was a Phocnician, Zamolxis a Thracian, and Atlas a
Libyan." (LCL transl. by R. D. Hicks?4)
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b. 8.2: TTudaydgag Mwadgyov ... Eoxe ... kal
dothov Zaporty, @ [éta Ydovor - Kgdvov vopiLov-
Teg - db¢ enow Hpddotog!s.

Edition: A. Delatte, La Vie de Pythagore dc
Diogéne Laérce, édition critique avec introduction &
commentaire par A. Delatte, Bruxelless, 1922 (reprint
New York, Arno Press, 1979), p. 104; and commenlaries,
pp. 149-150.

"Pythagoras the son of Mnesarchos... had... as slave
Zamolxis, whom the Getae bring sacrifices to - thinking
him Kronos -, as Herodolus says46." (transl. L. Ruscu)

12. ORIGEN, Contra Celsum

Distinguished Alexandrine Father (ca 185-255),
eminent theologian of the Church (albeit later on accused
of heresy); very prolific. During the reign of Philippus the
Arabian (244-249) (cf. Eusebius, HE 6.36.2), he wrotc
Contra Celsum in 8 books, against the 7rue Docltrine of
Celsus, in the apologetic spirit of his epoch?”.

Contra Celsum 2.55: T16goL &' dAhot Toladta
TepaTevovtal, 6xola Mawiofig, Tetdolg Evexa Tdv
enYeg dxovévtov EvegyoraPolivreg Tfi Thavy; Kal
pidAlov xatd 1oV dmotoivia Matoel éon duvatov
wapadéodaL 1OV ZaporEwv4d kal TTudaydgav Tovg
Tepatvoapévovug Exeg Tov Tovdaiov, ol mavy @LAo-
paddg Exovra nog Tag "EAMivev loTogiag.

Edition: M. Borret, Origéne, Contre Celse, tome 1
(livres 1 et IT), Les Editions du Cerf, Paris, 1967(SC 132),
p. 416.

"How many others produce wonders like thesc
which Moscs did, o convince simple hearers whom they
exploit by deceit? The ability to quote the prodigious sto-
ries of Zalmoxis and Pythagoras would be more appropri-
ale for a man who disbelicves Moses than for a Jew who
has no great interest in Greek stories." (transl. F.
Chadwick, p. 109)

13. DIONYSOPHANES, Fragmenta

Unknown writer, maybe from the sccond or third
centurics??,

I°Grliist 865 I | (Porphyry, V. Pyth. 15):
Avovvoopavijg O& Aéyer doviedoar pEV THL
Mudaybpm, éumpeadvra & eig (.otag kol onyDév-
ta, 8te xateotaodode 6 TMudaydoag kal Epevyevso,
dijom 16 pétamov dud T otiypata’l,

Edition: IF. Jacoby, F7Griist, 111 C2, E. 1. Brill,
Leiden, 1969, p. 943.

"Dionysophanes says that he was Pythagoras' slave
and that he fell into the hands of brigands and was tat-
tooed, when Pythagoras was defcated by a rival faction
and sent into exile and that he later bound his forehead Lo
cover the tattoo.” (transl. S. A. Stephens-J. J. Winkler, pp.
135-136)

14. IAMBLICHUS, De¢ vita Pythagorica

Important Neoplatonist philosopher, disciple of
Porphyry (ca. 240-325). His system of philosophy is
cssentially an elaboralion of Plotinus' Platonism.

V. Pyth. XXIII,104: xai yap ol ék Tod
dwaogkaielov Tovtov, padota 8¢ ol Trahadtatol kal
aVT® ovyyeovigavreg kal padnTevoavies T@H
Mudaydea weeoPuty véor, Mhdraog Te kxai Evpurog
kai Xapodvdag kal Zadevkog kai Bolowy, "Apyitag e
0 mpeoPvTtegog xal ‘Agiotailog kai Adoig xai
"EpnedokAfig xai ZaporEig32 xai 'Empevidng xai
Mitov, Aeviamrog Te kal "Alkpaiov kal “Ixraoog kal
Oupapidag xal ol xat’ avtovg dxavreg, XAfdog
EALoylpwv kal UIegEudV AVIEGDV...

Edition: Jamblichi De vita Pythagorica liber, edidil
Ludovicus Deubner (1937), editionem addendis ¢t corri-
gendis adiunctus curavit Udalricus Klein, Stuttgart,
Teubner, 1975, p. 60.

"Those of his school, mostly the older ones, who
were of his age, and the young oncs, who were the disci-
ples of Pythagoras, him being older, Philolaos and
Eurytos and Charondas and Zaleukos and Bryson,
Archytas the clder and Aristaios and Lysis and
Empcdokles and Zamolxis and Milon, Leukippos and
Alkmaion and Hippasos and Thymaridas and all those
wilh them, a group of very lcarned and superior men..."
(transl. L. Ruscu)

15. EUSEBIUS OF CAESAREA, Laus
Constantini and Theophania

Influcntial historian and chronicler of the Church
(ca. 260/264-339/340). From 313, bishop of Cacsarca in
Palestine. Mis Laus Constantini was composed in 335-
336. This oration used al large extent passages Irom his
previous writing Theophania, composed about 333.
Theophania is preserved in Greek only in some
[ragments33, but we have a complete translation into
Syriac, the so-called Theophania SyrizceS4.

a. Laus Constantini 13.5: ®doivikeg 08¢
Melxadagov kal Ovowgov kal mvag HAlowg dryio-
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Tégoug DvijTong TdMy vdpag Deovg dvnydpevoay, dg
xal watdeg 'AgdPov Aovoagv iva kai “OPodov, kai ol
Céta tov ZdaporEy kai tov Mopov Kilkeg, kal tov
‘Appuigewv OnPaiot , xal xag’ Erégolg [HAAoL] mdav
£tégoug, TNV QUOLY OVBEV TGV DvTdV dadddTTovTag
aUtd 8¢ poévov aAnddg avdpdroug.

Edition: Ivar A. Heikel, Eusebius. Werke. 1. Uber
das Leben Constantins. Constantins Rede an die Heilige
Versammlung. Tricennatsrede an Constantin, Leipzig,
1902 (GCS), pp. 236-237.

"The Phoenicians proclaimed Melkart and Ousoros
gods, as well as certain other even more disreputable men,
although mortal. Similarly, the Arabs named a certain
Dousaris and Obodos, and the Getac Zamolxis, the
Cilicians Mopsus, the Thebans Amphiaraus, and clse-
where olhers yet, beings who diftered naught in naturc
from mortals but were, simply and truly, men." (transl. H.
A. Drake’6)

b. Theophania Syriace 2.12: "Die Sohnc der
Phoniker aber nannten den *MelkathrosS7 und Ousoros
und ferner cinige andere sterbliche Mcnschen, die
verachlcler waren als dicse, Gotter, die Sohne der Araber
aber den Dusarcs und Obdos, die Gothen den
*Zamolxis®8, die Kiliker den Mopsos, die Thebaner den
Ampbhiarcos, und bei andcren wiederum chrle man andere
mit dem Namen der Gotter, dic ihrer Natur nach sich in
nichts unterschicden von den Sterblichen, sondern in
Wahrheit allcin dics: Menschen waren.” (German transla-
tion from the Syrian version by H. Gressmann).

Edition: H. Gressmann, Eusebius Werke 1112, Die
Theophanie. Die griechischen Bruchstiicke der syrischen
Uberlieferungen, Leipzig, 1904 (GCS), p. 84.

16. LIBANIUS, Orationes

Eminent rhetorician and Greek writer in Antioch
(ca. 314-392/393), a leading pagan intellectual in the
Christianizing late antiquity. He wrote his LX/V¢h
Oration (Pro Sallatoribus)in 361.

Or. 64.93: 1@v yag O maildwv mveg daxovoiteg
deondTawg elg ayopav Teéyovreg kakelDey olkade Tdv
dpdtov dtta dv dSluodgwvial dLd TdV OTEVORDHY
onevdovreg ddovaly, BGote ko Tolg p) Poulopévoig
dxoVeLv avdayknv dxovewv elvan Kai Tf] ouvveyeiq Tagd
Tolg oVKk €VEAOVOLY AxOVELY TRV pviiunv Eviote
miyvuodar. depddpng ovv kai avtdg. 1j katd Tov
ZaporEwv Vo vij tT®? Kal dépevyeg TV dAuny;

i kneov éuPardv Tolg dal TepLfjyeLg Kal Tag Terpijvag
wagénherct?; kal pijv KaTnyYoQEelg Ye TGV GOPATOV.

Edition: Libanii opera recensuit Richardus
Foerster, vol. IV, Orationes LI-LXIV, Leipzig, Teubner,
1908, p. 481.

"For some of the slaves who were serving their
masters running to the agora and thence back home they
sang songs lo whomever they saved, hastening through
the narrow strects, so that even those who did not want to
listen were compelled to and by its length it sometimes
got fixed into the memory of the ones who did not want to
listen. So you destroy this one too. Or do you go towards
Zamolxis underground and cross the salty sea? Or do you
stick wax inlo your cars and pass by the Mcrmaids? And
certainly you accuse the songs.” (transl. L. Ruscu)

17. JULIAN THE EMPEROR, Epitaphius
Sallustii and Cacsares

Roman emperor (361-363), dcfender of
"Hellenism" (i.e. pagan religion and classical cullure),
engaged in Greck culture and writing (born in 331 at
Constantinople, died in 363). He wrotc the Eight Oration
(Epitaphius Sallustii) as a "specch of consolalion” to his
friend Sallust, and Caesares at Constantinople in 361.

a. Or. VIII, 244 A: 1i mote oVv dpa o1
davonlévra kai vag Enwdig evpdvta meloa mpdwg
Exewv 1o Tod idoug VoguBoupévny THv Yuyniy ; doa
NHiv ol ZapdrEog ela upntior Adyol, Aéyw d¢ Tig
£x Opdkng Emwddg, dg ‘Adnvale pépwv 6 Takpdtng
xEd Toh TNV 0dVVNV ldodar THig xepalfig Exddely
N&lov 1@ xard Xagpidy;s!

Edition: The Works of the Emperor Julian, with an
English Translation by W. C. Wright, 11, London-
Cambridge (Mass.), LCL, 1969, p. 174.

"Then what now must bec my thoughts, what spells
must [ find to persuade my soul to bear tranquilly the trou-
ble with which it is now dismaycd? Shall [ imitatc the dis-
courses of Zalmoxis - | mean those Thracian spells which
Socrates brought to Athens and declared that he must utter
them over the fair Charmides before he could cure him of
his headache?" (LCL transl. by W. C. Wright, p. 175)

b. Cacsares, 309 C: GAL’ (O, elnev, & Zijvov,
EmpeiUnm Tovpod Doéppntog. 6 3¢ Hmakovoag,
elta Emdoag avTd pKpd TdV doypdrwv, Bdoxe ol dag
ZapdrErdog éxwdiacs? douhodvreg, amépnvev iivdoa
Eupoova Kal ongpova.
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Edition: The Works of the Emperor Julian, witlh an
English Translation by W. C. Wright, II, London-
Cambridge (Mass.), LCL, 1969, pp. 350-352.

"'Come, Zeno', he cried, 'take charge of my
nursling’. Zeno obeyed, and thereupon, by reciting over
Octavian a few of his doctrines, in the fashion of those
who mutter the incantations of Zamolxis, he made him
wise and temperate." (LCL transl. by W. C. Wright, pp.
351-353)

18. PHILOCALIA OF ORIGEN

The common opinion asserts that this anthology
was made by St. Basil and Gregory of Nazianzus. But the
notion of "Philocalists" is to be preferred. This forilegium
of texts from Origen's works was composed in
Cappadocia between 364-389.

Philocalia 18.24: dga ol gtAogopovvTteg oV
xookaloUvrar pelpdkia émi Tijv dkgdaowy ; kai Toug
ard xakiotou Blou véoug oV Tapakalololy ni Td
Beltiova; 1l 82 Tolg olxdTELPag oV PovAiovTal
@hooopely; 1j kal Npelg pédiopev €ykaiety pLAGgo-
poLg olkdToLPag éx’ dgeTnv mooToePapnévolg,
Mudaydpa pév tov Zaporbwv, Zrivovt d& ToOV
IMepoatov, kai yVég kai wodnv Tolg TEOTECYPapEvoLg
"Exiktntov éxi 10 @Lhooopeiv; f§j Upiv pév, o
‘EAAnveg, EEeot pelpdkia kal olkotoLPag xat avor-
Tovug avidpdroug £l eLloocopiay Kaleivo3,

Edition: J. A. Robinson, Philocalia sive Ecloge de
operibus Origenis a Basilio et Gregorio Nazianzeo facta
(chapt. [-27), Cambridge, 1893, pp. 118-119.

"Do not philosophers call adolescent boys to hear
them? And do they not exhort youths to abandon a very
evil life for better things? Do they not want slaves to
study philosophy? Or shall we criticize philosophers for
encouraging slaves to pursue virtue, as Pythagoras did to
Zamolxis, ad Zeno lo Persaeus, and those who recently
encouraged Epictetus to be a philosopher? Or are you,
Greeks, to be allowed to call adolescent boys and slaves
and stupid men towards philosophy?" (transl. from H.
Chadwick, p. 165)

19. JOIHIN CHRYSOSTOM, Dc S. Babylas

Bishop and rhetorician, remarkably influential
Cappadocian Father (ca. 344/347-407). De S. Babylas
was wrote in 378/379.

De S. Babylas 10: Eixé yag pot, dtd € Tov
Zwpodotenyv £kelvov Kail TOv ZaporEv ovde €E

ovéparog toaotv ol ToAlol pdrhov &E ovdéveg Ay
OAiyov Tiv@dv; “OTL TAdopata v Td xegl ékelvoy
Aeyopeva dravra. Kaitol xdkeivol kai ol Ta éxelvov
ovvDévTeg dewvol yevéoDa Aéyovtal ol pév yonteiav
eVQETV kal Egydoaoda ol 8¢ ovaxidoa YPebdog Tfj TdOV
Abyov mdavéTnm.

Edition: Jean Chrysostome, Discours sur Babylas.
Introduction, texte critique, traduction et notes par M. A.
Schatkin (SC 362), Les Editions du Cerf, Paris, 1990, pp-
102-104.

"Tell me then, why that famous Zoroaster and that
Zamolxis most people do not know not even by name, or
better, nobody knows them but a few? Becausc all that
was said about them was fiction. And, however, these
people as well as the ones who wrote their history have
been able, we are told, the ones to find a trick and practice
it, the others to hide a lic under the appearance of a
speech.” (transl. L. Ruscu)

20. GREGORY OF NAZIANZUS, Carmina
IHistorica liber IT

Another Cappadocian Father (ca. 330-390), bishop
of Nazianzus (381-383).

Carm. Hist. 2.7, vv. 274-275: Kai IN'etikog
Zialpokg diotedwv &' dpilouss,

Mdvra dedv Tavpwv Te xak Eeivoiar unii®s.,

Edition: PG, 37, 1572 A (vv. 274-275).

"And the Getic Zamolxis throwing arrows through
the multitude;

And the harmful sacrifice of strangers to all the
gods of the Tauri." (transl. L. Ruscu)

21. STOBAEUS, Florilegium

Born at Stoboi in Macedonia, he wrote an anthol-
ogy of some 500 Greeks authors in four books, for the
use and moral education of his son, in the early fifth
century.

a. Flor. 62.4 (1V 429 Hensc):

PaPogivou (fr. 63 p. 127 Marr.).

ZdpolrEig olxétng v Mudaydgov, kai tpoo-
exvvnoav attdv ol [étams’.

Edition: Joannis Stobaei Anthologium, recen-
suerunt Curtius Wachsmuth et Otto Hense, IV, Berlin,
Weidmann, 1909 (reprint 1958), p. 429.

"Of Favorinus:

Zamolxis was a slave of Pythagoras and the Gelac
worshipped him." (transl. L. Ruscu)
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b. Fifor. 101.23 (V 892-893 Hensc):

Midrwvog €k To0 Xapuidov (. 156 A-157 A).

Toloirtov Toivuv éotiv, ® Xaguidn, 16 Tavtng
Tiig Enwdfig. Epadov O alvTry £yd exel éml otpatelag
gl Tvog 1@V Ooax®v TAV ZapdrErdogtd motdved,
ot Méyovtar amadavatilewv. Eleye 8¢ 6 ®pak ovtog
0T Tatta pév 1 ol "EAAnvg latgol, & viv 81 éyad
Eleyov, kaldg Aéyolev: dAha Zapolrlig, Epe, AéyeL O
fHétegog Paakels, Dedg dv, 6T doxep S@Taipoig
dvev kepaliig ovdeig Emyelpel LoD oUdE kepadnv
dvev oodpatog, olitwg ovde agopa dvev YPuyiig, dAra
ToUTo Kal altiov €in Toh drapevyelv Tovg Tad Tolg
“EAMnOw latooug Tit ToAla voorjpata, ST Tod HAlov
aperoiev ob déol v émpéreray xorelodal, ob iy
kald¢ Eyovrog adivatov tin T pégog <ev> Exewv.
mavia yap €1 &k Tijg YPuyfig douiiodm kal tayada
Kai T4 KaKd 1@ oopan, ravil 1@ avdodrw, kakeldev
EmEEElv BomeQ €K Tiig KePaAfig Eml Ta Gppara. detv
olv éxelvo kal mpdTov kal palota degamedery, el
pEAAEL kal T TTig KEPaATig kal Td Tob GAAov odpatog
Kaddg Exew. Vegomeveodar 62 v Yuxv Epe, O
HakdpLe, EXdalg ToL, Tdg &' EXWdAg TavTag TOUg
Adyoug elvar Tolig kaholg €k 88 T@V ToloUTWV AdYwV
1aig Puyalg owpgooivny dyylyveoda, 1ig Eyyevouév-
76 kal xagovong oddlov ijom elvar v Myeiav kai Tf
KeQaAf) kal 1® HAAw cdpan xogilewv’o,

Edition: foannis Stobaer Anthologium, recen-
sucrunt. Curltius Wachsmuth et Otto Hense, V, Berlin,
Weidmann, 1912 (reprint 1958), pp. 892-893.

"Of Plato from Charmides:

So | said, such, then, Charmides, is the nature of
this charm. I lcarnt it on campaign over there, from one of
the Thracian citizens of Zamolxis, who are said even to
make onc immortal. This Thracian said that the Grecks
were right in advising as [ told you just now: but
Zamolxis, he sad, our king, who is a god, says thal as you
ought not to atlempt to cure eyes without head, or head
without body, so you should not treat body without soul;
and this was the reason why most maladics cvaded the
physicians of Grecce-that they neglected the whole, on
which they ought to spend their pains, for if this were out
of order it was impossible for the part to be in order. For
all that was good and ¢vil, he sa.... in the body and in man
altogether was sprung [rom the soul, and {lowed along
from thencc as it did from the head into thec eycs.
Whereforc the part was to be trcated [irst and foremost, if
all was to be well with the head and the rest of the body.

And the treatment of the soul, so he said, my wonder(ul
friend, is by means of certain charms, and these charms
are words of the right sort: by the use of such words is
temperance engendered in our souls, and as soon as it is
engendered and present we may easily secure health to
the head and to the rest of the body also." (after W. R. M.
Lamb's LCL transl.)

22. CYRIL OF ALEXANDRIA, Contra
Tulianum

Theologian, exegete and polemicist (ca 370/380-
444), Patriarch of Alexandria (412-444). Contra lulianum,
against the virulent Contra Galilacos of the emperor
Julian the Apostate (written in the winter of 362-363),
was presumably composed between 423 and 42671,

a. Contra Iul. 4.133-134 Aubcert: E@hoodpeoay
O€ Kkai map’ Alyurtiolg oi kekAnuévol Toogijta: Kai
pnv kal "Agoveiov Xardaiot, kai Fadatov ol Aguidal,
kal éx Biktpov Tdv Megowkdv Lapavaiol, kai
KeAtdhv ot oMiyor, kal wagd [Mégomg ol Mdyot, kai
xag' 'Tvdoig ol INvuvogogiatal, kai alrtdg "Avdyagorg
wapd Txvdag, Zaporiig v @pdky, pao dé Tivag kai
1®v 'YregPogaiov £Dvadv72 k).

Edition: PG, 76, 705 B.

"With philosophy there arc dealing from the
Egyptians the so-called prophets; likewise from the
Assyrians the Chaldacans, and from the Galatac the
Druids, and from the Persian Bactrians the Samanacans,
and from the Celts not a few, and from Lhe Persians the
Magi, and from the Indians the Gymnosophists, and the
same Anacharsis from the Scythians, Zamolxis in Thrace,
some say that also certain of the Hyperborean peoples,
ctc." (transl. L. Ruscu)

b. Contra Iul. 6.208 Aubert: Kaitor Zapo:rErg 6
Ok, Mudaydgov pév fv olkétng Tedavpacdm 8¢
xap' avrolg @¢g awdong &matipng elg AfEly
EAMniakog. Auapépvnta 8¢ kal Totto [Mogeiglog, kai
o1 xai ofito pnoiv: "Hv 8¢ adrd Etecgov petpdiaov, dv
&k Opdkng éxTioaTto, @ Zdapolkig v Svopa: dyamxdv
ot avtov O Mudaydpag, Tv petéwpov Vewgiav
Eraidevoev’3.

Edition: PG, 76, 820 A-B.

"However, Zamolxis the Thracian was a slave of
Pythagoras; he was admired by them, as he was an out-
standing master of all sciences. Porphyry mentions him
also, writing thus: Therc was another youth in his compa-
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ny whom he acquired from Thrace, named Zamolxis;
Pythagoras cherished him and taught him the theory of
the heavens.” (transl. L. Ruscu)

23. AENEAS OF GAZA, Theophrastus

Christian rhetorician, disciple of the Neoplatonist
Hicrocles ol Alexandria; he lived at the end of 5™ and (he
beginning of 6! century.

Theophrastus pp. 33-34 Colonna: 8 & woldoi
1dv ‘EAMvov kal Opakdv kal Alyuntiov xal 'ltaddy
‘erSVIAaL, Tovg EQUT®dV eVEQYETAG 1) GAwg doyovTag
ouy, fijpwag aAia Deovg vopifovTeg kal xgookuvolvieg
kol ola Deole Telolcvor kal Dovreg™.

Edition: Maria Elisabetta Colonna, Enea di Gaza:
Teofrasto, Naples, 1958, pp. 33-34.

"And in this same situation were many of the
Greeks and Thracians and Egyptians and Italics, which
believed their benefactors or, generally, their masters, to be
not heroes, but gods, and worshipped them and like to gods
consecrated them and offered sacrifices” (transl. L. Ruscu).

24, HESYCHIUS OF ALEXANDRIA, Lexicon

Lexicographer of the fifth or, more likely, sixth
century. His main source was the lexicon of Diogenianus
(during the reign of Hadrian).

s.v. Zalpokig’: 6 Kodvog’t. Kai Sgynorg. Kai
®oR77.

Edition: Hesychii Alexandrini Lexicon, post
Ioannem Albertum recensuit Mauricius Schmidt, Halle,
1862 (reprint Amsterdam, Hakkert, [965), vol. IV, p. 6.

"Salmoxis: Kronos. And dance. And song." (transl.
L. Ruscu).

25. HESYCHIUS OF MILETUS
(ILLUSTRIUS), Onomatologus

Lexicographer of the sixth century. His Ono-
matologus was a basic source for the Souda.

Onon. 686, s.v. [Tudaybeag ... doBrog ¢ Nv
avt® Zaporkig, ® Métar dg Kgdvy Dvovor’s,

Edition: 1. Flach, Biographi Graeci qui ab
Hesychio pendent, Berlin, 1883, p. 110.

"His slave was Zamolxis, to whom the Getae bring
sacrifices as to Kronos." (transl. [.. Ruscu)

26. PAPYRUS CAIRENSIS 88747
This is the oldest cxtant Greck document where
Zalmoxis is present, a literary papyrus. In Scptember

1941, at Toura, a village near Cairo, several manuscripts
were discovered; among them, the Pap. Cair. 88747, con-
taining extracts of the books I and Il of the Contra Celsum
by Origen (of whom is the greatest part of the excerpted
books); in [act, this is not exactly the Conlra Celsun, but
quite another document. The first-hand excerpls were
made by a lilerale monk who transcribed passages ol vari-
able length, in the carly seventh cenlury, presumably for
his own use??,

Papyrus Cairensis 88747, p. 123 Scherer 1. 4-11:
‘O ‘lovdatog wéooL &’ iAAoL Tolaita TEQUIEVOVTAL,
weldodg Eveka; *** "Onxeg oOv xal ZdapolEv &v
Ixudarg eaoiv, Tov [Tudaydgov dotlov, Kai aitdy £v
TraMa kal ‘Papyivitov €év Alyinte: Tottov pév xal
ouykuBetel<v> év {{idou Tfi AHLETOL Kal dveAdelv ddpov
map’ avtiig yeLeduacTeov Youdotv pégovta Kkal piv
kal ‘Ogpéa év 'Odpioatg kxai [NMowteoilaov Ev
®eogaria kol ‘HoaxAéa éxi Tavdpy xai Onoéa.
'AMN’ Exelvo oke[r}téov, €l g g aAnDdg dmodavav
dvéotn moté avtd odpan [ ]80.

Edition: J. Scherer, Extraits des livres [ et I du
Contre Celse d'Origénc, daprés le Papyrus n® 88747 du
Musée de Carre, (Institut Frangais d'Archéologie Orien-
tale 28), Cairo, 1956, p. 123, 11.4-11.

"The Jew: How many others produce wonders like
this to convince? This was the case, it is said, in Scythia
of Zamolxis, a slave of Pythagoras, of Pythagoras himsel[
in [taly, of Rhampsinitus in Egypt. The last, at Hades,
"playing dice with Demeter” oblained from her "a hand-
bag plastered with gold", which he took with him as a
present. Also Orpheus among the Odrysians, Protesilaus
in Thessaly, Herakles at Tenara and Theseus. But we
must examine this question whether anyone who really
died ever rose again with the same body." (transl. from H.
Chadwick, p. 109)

27. PHOTIUS, Bibliotheca and Lexicon

Twicc appointed patriarch of Constantinople (857-
867; 877-886), Photius was onc of the most learned man of
his times, during the so-called ninth century Byzantine
"Renaissance” (ca. 810-893). The "Library" contains 280
"codici", in all prose genrcs, profane and Christian literature
alike; it was composed probably in 845, at his brother's
request, Tarasius8!. He wrotc also a Lexicon, cdited by
Naber. In 1959, L. Politis discovered in the monastery of St.
Nicanos in Zavorda (Macedonia) the complete text of the
Lexicon; and a new edition was started by Chr. Theodoridis.
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a. Bibl. cod. 166, 110 a: "Exerta d¢ AaPdvreg
Mavuviag kai Aegkuddic éx Aeoviivov 1o MNadmdog
nneidiov péta 1@V Ev alt® PiPriov xal Tdv Potavdv
16 xifdTiov, draigovaty elg PHyLov kdxkeidev elg
Metaxévnov, év @ avtovg 'Actpalog émkatalaPodv
pnvoeL katd wo6dag ddrewv [Madmv. Kal dg ovva-
walgovow alt® ém @pdxag xai Maogoayétag, oG
ZaporEwy TOv étaigov avTod dmovn, doa TE Katd
Tadtv Ty 6dowrogiav (dolev, kal Gxwg Evruyol
‘Aoteatog. ZapdrELdL magad I'étarg 1jdn Ded vopu-
Copévor kal Soa elxelv avty kal dendfivar Aegiuliig
Te kai Mavaviag "Aotpatov Unép autdv fElnoav. Kal
@¢ xeNopdg avtolg exeidev EEExeoev Exi BovAny
elvaL kexgopévov éADelv, kal dg &g otegov kal
natolda SYovral, rpbdtegov HAAa Te Evraiaxwooiv-
1€¢, Kal dlknv Tfig £¢ Tovg Tokéag dvooroTnTog (el kal
drovreg fijpapTov) mvwivteg T@® TOV Plov avroig elg
{wnv xai ddvatov dapeprodfjvar, kal {iv pév v
wokd, vexgolg 8¢ &v éxdot fpéoa. Elta g Tolontog
xomopovg AaPévreg amaipovowv éxeldev ToOv
‘Aogtoatov oUv ZapdrEidt Aeirovreg xd [etdv
dotalopevol. Kal Goa wepl Boppdv avrolg tepdona
15Ty kai dxoBoa ovwnvéydebl.

Edition: René Henry, Photius. Bibliothéque, Tome
I (<<codices>> 84-185), Paris, LBL, 1960, pp. 143-144.

"Then, as they lelt Leontini, Mantinias and
Dercyllis took Paapis' bag, the books in it and a small
wooden box of plants. They sailed to Rhegium and from
there o Mctapontum, where Astracus overtook them and
warned them that Paapis was hard on their heels. They
sailed away to Thrace and the Massagetae, together with
Astraeus, who was going to visit his friend Zamolxis.
There is an account of what they saw during thesc travels,
of how Astracus met Zamolxis, who was already regarded
as a god among the Getae, and of what Dercyllis and
Mantinias asked Astracus to say to him and ask him on
their behalf. There, an oraclc declared that they would go
to Thule and that they would undergo trials and make
atoncment for their, albeit unintentional, irreverence
towards their parents by dividing their time between life
and death, by living at night but being corpscs cach day.
After hearing such prediclions, they sct sail from there,
leaving Astraeus, who was revered by the Getae, with
Zamolxis.” (transl. Gerald N. Sandy)

b. Lexicon s. v.: Zdahpokigd3 TMudaydea
dovhevoag, dg 'Heddotog 884, Tkodng8s, dg

éxaveldov Edidaoke wepl Tod addvatov elvar v
Yoy Mvaocéag86 8¢ maga Iérarg Tov Kpdvov oiito
npdoda (xal) kaleloVar Zalpoliv ‘EAddawkocd? év
toilg BapPagikolg vopipoig enoiv 61 ‘EAAMKSG TG
yeyovag Tedetdg katédete IN'étag Tolg év Opdxky kal
Eleyev 81 olT’ axoddvolr otid’ ol pet’ avtod, dAl’
gEova mdvra Tdyatd: dpa 8¢ Tavta Aéywv dkodOHE
olknpa katdyalov, E€xerta apavoteig alpvidiov éx
Bpakdv €v Toutw dintdto’ ol 8¢ Fétar ExdVouy altdv
TeTdETw & Ever maMv paivetar xai ol @gdkeg alrtd
ndvra (Td xat avrtovg) édorevoav Aéyouor d& Tveg
g 6 Zdahpoklg édovrevoe Mudaydpa Mvnodgyov
Zapio xal Elevdegaeig Taita éoo@ileTo" dAAL TOAD
nedTeESG pot dokel 6 Zaipofrg [Mudaydgov yevéoDar:
adavatfova d¢ xai Tegén o188 kai KodPulot xal Tovg
arodavovrag dg Zdlpobv paoly olyeada, fkely &'
atdig xai 1adt’ dei vopifovowy dAndevdely: Dlovor d¢
kai evoyodvia g atdg fi&ovrog Tod drodavévrog.

Edition: Photii Patriarchae Lexicon, reccnsuit,
adnotationibus instruxit el prolegomcna addidit S. A.
Naber, I, Leiden, 1864 (reprint Amsterdam, Hakkert,
1965), pp. 244-245.

"Zalmoxis: he was a slave of Pythagoras, as
Herodotus says in the fourth book; a Scythian who, return-
ing, taught about the immortality of the soul. Mnaseas says
that he was honored by the Getae as Kronos and called
Zamolxis. Hellanikos in the Barbarian Folkways says that,
having become Greek, he made known to the Getae in
Thrace the initiation, and says that ncither he nor those
with him will die, but will enjoy all the good. While say-
ing this, he built an underground dwelling; afterwards, dis-
appearing suddenly from among the Thracians, he hid in
it. The Getac longed for him. In the fourth ycar he reap-
peared; and the Thracians trusted him in all things regard-
ing them. Some say that Zalmoxis had been a slave of
Pythagoras the son of Mnesarchos, the Samian, and, get-
ting free, he acquired wisdom. But Zalmoxis scems to me
to have lived much before Pythagoras. Also the Teretizoi
and Krobyzoi think themselves immortal and say that the
dead lcave like Zamolxis and will come back. And these
they think to be for ever truc. They bring sacrifices and
feast, for the dead will return.” (transl. L. Ruscu)

28. SCHOLIA PLATONICA

Compiled in the ninth century.

Rep. 600 B: IMTudaybépag Mwadagyov ... Eaxe ...
kai doBhov ZdaporEwv, @ Iétar Dovowy dg Kedvab?...
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Edition: Scholia Platonica, contulerunt atque
investigaverunt Fredericus de Forest Allen, Ioannes
Burnet, Carolus Pomeroy Parker, omnia recognita praefa-
tione indicibusque instructa, edidit Gulielmus Chasc
Greene, in lucem protulit Socictas Philologica
Americana, Haverfordiae in civitate Pennsylvaniae, 1938,
pp. 272-273.

"Pythagoras the son of Mnesarchos ... had ... a
slave Zamolxis, whom the Getac bring sacrifices to as
Kronos..." (transl. L. Ruscu)

«n

29. CHRESTOMATHIA E STRABONE

Xonotopdreun éx Tdv ZrpiPuvog ewyoapkdv
is an cpilome of Strabo's Geographika, made aboul 850-
875 (preserved in Palatinus Heidelb. gr. 398, ca. 870-
875).

Chrestomathia e Strabone 7.12 (GGM, 11, 567-
568): Elkog 8¢ xai Tov ZaporEy totepov Tolg [Nétag
avaxelioar rudayopilewv, elobvta £Tolipoug TEOG
@uiogopiav?.

Edition: Carolus Miillerus, GGM, 11, Paris, Didot,
1861, pp. 567-568.

"Probably also Zamolxis in later times persuaded
the Gelac o Icad a Pythagorcan lile, as he found them
prone 1o philosophy" (lransl. L. Ruscu).

30. LEXICON GENUINUM

Composcd in the second half of the ninth century,
as yet unpublished, except the letters £, 4, and partially a.
This is the main source for the Etymologicum Magnum.
Two manuscripts arc preserved: A = Vat. Gr. 1818; B =
Laur. 8. Marci 304. Miller gave only a collation of B
with the Etymologicum Magnum.

s.v.: Zapollig, 407, 45. - L. 5, tolg @pmakolg,
Kal Ereyev 6L xTA. 408, 1. Apres [Tudaydpa le ms.
ajoute, comme Photius et Suidas, Mvnodgyou Zapio.

Collation: M. E. Miller, Mélanges dc lit(érature
grecque contenant un grand nombre de textes inédils,
Paris, Imprimeric Impériale, 1867 (reprint Amsterdam,
Hakkert, 1965), p. 139.

31. SOUDA

Substantial Byzantinc lc.icon of the 10" century,
of ca. 30.000 lemmata; Souda proclaims itsclf to be an
epitome of Hesychius of Miletus (one of his main sources,
for biographies).

a. s.v.: Zdpor&ig: dmiukds. Svopa Dedg?!. (Z 18)

Edition: Suidac Lexicon, edidit Ada Adler,
Leipzig, Teubner, 11, 1931 (reprint in 1967, Stultgart), p.
500.

"Zamolxis: feminine; name of a goddess." (transl.
L. Ruscu).

b. s.v. "Qyo06, eAéoopog tagd Doivkr, Zapolbg
nmapd Opakv, “Athag magd AiPuonvi2, (Q 283)

"Ochos, a philosopher of the Phocnicians,
Zamolxis of the Thracians, Atlas of the Libyans." (transl.
L. Ruscu).

Edition: Ada Adler, Suidac Lexicon, 111, Leipzig,
Teubner, 1933 (reprint in 1967, Stuttgart), p. 631.

32. ETYMOLOGICUM MAGNUM

Byzantine Icxicon of the first half of the 12th cen-
tury; derives in great part {from the (partially published)
Genufnum.

s.v. (407, 45): ZdaporEg?d: Mudaydpa
dovheloag g ‘Hpddotog Tetdoty, Lridng 6¢ Exav-
eV édidaoke megl 10T addvarov elvar Tijv Puxnv.
Mvaoéag 6& xapd IM'étaig Tov edvov oirtw Tipdodm
kal kaleloODa Zapor&ov. 'EALdwkog &€ év Toig
BapPapikoig Népoig onoiv, 61t "EAANVIKSG Tig
yeyovag, TeAeTag katédete [étarg Tolg év Opdk,
ki ELeyev (6) olit” dv autdg axoldivol, oiid)’ ol peta
TovTov, AN’ EEovoL TdvTa dyatd: “Apa 3¢ Talta
Aéyov, droddpel olknpua katdyalov: ExeLTa dpawno-
Teig alpvidov ék Ogardv, év Toute A tdto. Ol O
Féta éxdéVouv attdv. Terdotw 8¢ Ever v aive-
Tar kai ol @pdkeg avtd navta érotevoav. Aédyovam
3¢ miveg, g O Zaporkig €dovhevoe Mudaydeq??, xai
Ehevdegwlelg Tadta Eooogileto. "AALd ToAD
npdTeEEOG pou dokel 6 ZauorEg TMMudaydgov
yevéodal. "Adavatifovol 8¢ xai Tégufol?5 xal
Koépuwlor xal Tovg axodavdévrag dg Zapor&v gaoy
olyeodat, iiEewv 8 addg. Kal tadt’ del vopilovoy
aAnVevev. O@bovo 8¢ kai evwyolvra, g alidg iEov-
Tog ol droVdavdvrog. ‘Pytoguki?6,

Edition: Etymologicum Magnum scu verius
Lexicon, Thomas Gaisford, Oxford, 1848 (reprint
Amsterdam, Hakkert, 1962), coll. 1164-1165.

"Zamolxis: he was a slave of Pythagoras, as
Herodotus says in the fourth book (Herodotus 4.94-96), a
Scythian; who, rcturning, taught about the immortality of
the soul. Mnaseas says that he was honored by the Getac
as Time and called Zamolxos (Mnaseas T 23 Miiller).
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Hellanikos in the Barbarian Folkways (FGrHist 4 F 73)
says that, having become Greek, he made known to the
Getac in Thrace the initiation, and says that ncither he nor
those with him will die, but will enjoy all the good. While
saying this, he built an underground dwelling; alterwards,
disappearing suddenly from among the Thracians, he hid
in it. The Getae longed for him. In the fourth year he reap-
peared; and the Thracians trusted him in all. Some say
that Zamolxis had been a slave of Pythagoras and, getting
free, he acquired wisdom. But Zamolxis seems o me to
have lived much beforc Pythagoras. Also the Terizoi and
Krobyzoi think thcmselves immortal; and they say the
dead feave like Zamolxis and will come back. And these
they think (o be for ever true. They bring sacrifices and
feast, lor the dead will return. Rhetoriké." (transl. L.
Ruscu)

33. NICEPHORUS BASILACA, Adversus
Bagoam declamatio forensis

Professor of exegesis at the Patriarchate’s school in
Constantinople; rhetorician of the 12! century. Adversus
Bagoam was wrilten alter 1157.

Adv. Bagoam 17: toitov 6Tt und’ apyoLoé-
whovtog el TV evoéPeray, aAL’ Uxookdlelg Ta
pnTedvey mepl 1O 0éPag, kal dEda piy TOV "Akivdkny
g xal arodeldlerg oV ZaporEw??,

Edition: Nicephori Basilacae Orationes et
Epistolae, recensuit Antonius Garzya, Leipzig, Teubner,
1984, pp. 102-103.

"Third, becausc you are not rich of old regarding
piety, but on the mother's side you fail regarding the fcar
of the gods, and don't honor Acinaces and abjure
Zamolxis." (transl. L. Ruscu)

34. EUSTATHIUS, Commentarii ad Homeri
Odysscam and Commentarii ad Dionysium

Erudite intellectual of his time (ca. 1110-1192),
archbishop of Thessalonica (1175-1192). Major works:
Homeric Commentaries (both /iad and Odyssey), and 1o
Dionysius Pericgetes (second century AD).

a. ad Od. 1615 (1 65): paoi yoiv ST ZapdrEdog
Adakavrog, 6¢ dokel mpdTegov [Mudaydpag yevéodar,
EDvov ol ['éta xal evwyoivio €ml Tolg Tedvedoy mdg
avdig EEovtog Tol drwoVavévrog. kal oiito pév Ta
Katd v dndeloay vekolknv AvakAnow?s,

Edition: G. Stallbaum, Eustathii Archiepiscopi
Thessalonicensis Commentarii ad Flomeri Odysseam, |,

Leipzig, 1825 (reprint Hildesheim - New York, Olms,
1970), p. 322.

"They also say for instance that lo Zamolxis, who
had taught them and who was thought to have becn for-
merly Pythagoras', the Getae brought sacrifices and ban-
queted over the dead, for the dead were to come back.
And from here (comes) the above mentioned funerary
recall.” (transl. L. Ruscu)

b. ad Od. 1701 (L 592): ... xaVd xal Zdaporfig
KATdyaltov @aoiv olkmpa RXETOLNKDG, ®¢ Kai
Mudaydpag, xai apavioteig €k Opakdv aipvidiog
TeTdoTw ETer €pawv, kal ol Opdkeg alTd TavIa Ta
kat avrolg imiotcvoav??, &te kai Nv cikdg
Aoyicaolar kal avTov 10 Zopdkiciov kal elxeiv: o
yag pe Auxel 1ol Gtav Adyowol Vavav Egyotar cawld
KAEevEéykopam kAEog;

Edition: G. Stallbaum, Eustathii Archiepiscopi
Thessalonicensis Conunentarii ad Homeri Odysseam, |,
Leipzig, 1825 (reprint Hildesheim - New York, Olms,
1970), p. 438.

"So they say Zamolxis made himsell an under-
ground dwelling, likc Pythagoras, and, disappcaring from
among the Thracians, he suddenly rcappcared in the
fourth year, and the Thracians trusted him in all things
regarding them, as it would have been likely for
Sophocles to think and say: why should this ail me, if|
dead in words, I'm saved in fact and 1 conquer glory?"
(transl. L. Ruscu)

c. ad Dion. 304 (GGM, 11, 270): "Hpddotog d&
pégog oletat elvar @v Opaxdv tovg [étag!00, 6 6
Iewypdpog €9’ EkdTepa ToU ToTapos avrovg olkelv
loTogel, ¢ xal Tovg Muoolg kai Tovg Opdxag!O!,
droyvvator OE, ypnoiv, cloi, kal xegli 1o Velov
omovddfovtegl92, [lag’ oig Nfv xai ZdapoAfig
IMudaydépg portioag kai Tolg Alyumtiolg Kal ToAld
woeLTdv, kal Vedg dud Tolto kAnDeig, kal Kovovidy
Baowkel T@V moayudtdv!03, (...) ‘O 8¢ Tovhavdg Ev im
T®V avToD Adywv ppdpeL, 5T TO Thv [etdv EVvog TdV
XOTOTE PAYLHOTATOV, dLd Te Avdpiav Kal dud Tov
ZapoAr&y 8v Tipdoy: oV yap arodvijokely dAra
petokifeoDa vopilovreg étolpudtegov Ivijokouay 1
Tag arodnpiag vwopévovot!%, Kai ‘Hebddotog d¢
arxadavatifovrag avtodg kakel, da Tov Pndévra
yonta ZaporEy, 6v xai dovhetom Utog 1@ [Mudaydea
pnoiv!s,
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Edition: Carolus Miillerus, GGM, 1, Paris, Didot,
1861 (reprint Hildesheim, Olms, 1965), p. 270.

"... Herodotus thought the Getac to be part of the
Thracians; the Geographer tells they live on both sides of
the river, like the Mysi and the Thracians. They arc fond
of women, he says, and zealous about the sacred things.
Of them was also that Zamolxis who heard Pythagoras
and the Egyptians and who made many predictions, and
who because of this was called a god by them and recigned
like a king over the common good (...) Julian in one of his
discourses writes thal the Getae are the most warlike peo-
ple of all times, becausc of their bravery and because of
Zamolxis, whom they honor; they believe they do not die,
but migrate, so they would rather die than let themselves
be moved elsewhere. Herodotus also calls them the ones
who belicve themselves immortal, because of the said
wizard Zamolxis, who he says had been a slave of
Pythagoras ..." (transl. L. Ruscu)

35. PSEUDO-ZONARAS, Lexicon

Falscly ascribed to Zonaras.; in fact composed
between the end of the 12th and the beginning of the 13t
centuries, probably by Antonius Monachus.

s.v.: Zaipo€ie. kigLov.

Edition: Jfolannis Zonarae Lexicon ex tribus codi-
cibus manuscriptis, lohannes Augustus Henricus
Tittmann, [, Lepizig, 1808 (reprint Amsterdam, Hakkert,
1967), col. 949.

"Zalmoxis. Proper name." (transl. D. Dana)

36. EUDOCIA AUGUSTA, Violarium

Violarium ("lovia) was ascribed to Eudocia, the
learned wife of the Byzantine emperor Constantine Dukas
(1059-1067), but actually was compiled after 1543; just a
forgery of the scribe Constantine Palcokappa.

Violarium 412: Tlegl ZaporELdog.

Zaporkig Cetikdg yéng. oltog Td TOD
[Mudayégov Nv pepunpévog Kal xedg aitdv drnkolp-
opévog, elta 1dg To oikelov Edvog, Toug [Etag, éxav-
eAdav kol Tolg Alyuvxtiolg WOAAd TQOELXDV,
édaupdodn xal mOavdg 1y vopoDetdv. dv xal Davév-
Ta Toig Deolg EvagLipoiol kai g Dedv o1 oéPovral.
Tottov ‘HpddoTog Aéyer IMudapdoov dovrov
yevéoDat, elta érevdegadévra xal tAevoavra
ameldely, xal cwpgoveotégay paddvra dimtav xal
‘EAAVLIKTY, Tolg TodToug TV AOT@Y ouvdyety Kal
evwoyely, Aéyovta, g olite altdg, olite ol ovurdTU

tedviiEoLvtol06, 6 8¢ 'TovAavdg Ev v TV avtod
Loyov poager, 61 1o Tdv Metdv Edvog Tdv TdIOoTE
pRatpoTdToV, Ad TE THV avdglav Kal dLd TOv ZapolEy,
oV iudowv: o yaQ axodviokely aAla petoudleota
vopiLovteg EtopdTeQoV Dvijokouay, ij Tdg dmwodnpiag
Umopévouav. Eon 88 kal vopog Nenkdg, Emopiateodu
TNV yuvaika T@d avdel Vavévu kal kidagilewy, 6tav
émknevkedovral. ‘Heddotog 8¢ xal Toevely peoiv
avtovg ve mEog Tiv Peoviiv kai Tiv doToamiy,
arxellodvrag Td Ved! V7,

Edition: 1. Flach, Eudociae Augustac Violarium,
Lipsiae, Teubner, 1880, p. 304.

"Zamolxis was a Getic wizard. He reccived the
teaching of Pythagoras and perfected it, for himsclf and for
his people, the Getac; returning and foretelling much to the
Egyptians, he amazed and was a convincing lawgiver.
Afler his death he was reckoned among the gods and is
still honored as such. About him, Herodotus says that he
was a slave of Pythagoras, alterwards, getting free and
sailing away, and deeming the Greek way of life wiser, he
asscmbled the first men in town and gave them banquets,
telling them that neither himself nor his convives will ever
dic. Julian in one of his discourses writes that the pcople of
the Getae was Lhe most warlike ever, because of their gal-
lantry and because of Zamolxis, whom they honor; they
think they will not dic, but migrate, so they rather dic than
Icave their abodes. There is also a Getic custom that the
wife has to be slain at the death of her husband and they
play the kithara, as if sending a herald. Herodotus also
says they shoot arrows upward at the thunder and the light-
ning, threatening the god.” (transl. L. Ruscu)

* %

It is now clear that concerning Zalmoxis we are
dcaling wilh a literary tradition or, better, with /iterary tra-
ditions; and the authors of thesc assertions were a Jettered
elite, using this moltif for their varied purposcs. Most
striking is the usc of Zalmoxis as a prelext in their dis-
courscs. Therefore, the varicly of contexts in which
Zalmoxis occurs is remarkable: historical, geographical,
philosophical, fictional, lexicographic writings. Also,
their interpretation proves the importance of the changing
cultural milieu, in which they occur.

Among these works we can discemn scveral (radi-
tions:

1. llcrodotus (4.94-96): Zalmoxis appears first in
Herodotus and he is cerlainly the only informed source
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(even if his data are secondary and already altered). Here
the Getic god is shown as s slave/disciple of Pythagoras,
concernced with immortalily and to whom human sacri-
fices are performed. We assume that Herodotus is the
inspiring source for all traditions. From the above pub-
lished texts, Herodotus was certainly read (or known in
some other way) by Lucian, Celsus, Origen, Libanius,
Gregory of Nazianzus, Eustathius and the lexicon-source
for the other compilations.

2. Plato (Charm. 156 D-157 C): in this tradition,
the pricsts of the Thracian Zalmoxis, also concemed with
immortality, know some hcaling incanlations (epddai) (or
both body and soul. The cchoes from Plato's Channides
appear or arc even quoled by (except the well-known
Apulcius, Apol. 26): Clement of Alexandria (lwice),
Julhian the Emperor (twice), Stobacus, and maybe
Hesychius of Alexandria.

3. Mnascas of Patara (I 23 Miiller), ca. 200 B.
C.: he assimilated Zalmoxis to Kronos and, since some
sources mention that the Getae bring sacrifices to
Zalmoxis as to Kronos (in Greek culture, Kronos is con-
stantly connected to human sacrifice among the
Barbarians), this equivalence seems to have been made
not for reasons of immortality, temporality or the reign in
the kingdom of the dead in the other world (as the greatesl
part of the scholars asscried), butl simply for the molil of
human sacrifice. This equivalence appears in the common
source of Diogenes Laertius and Hesychius of Miletus, in
Hesychius of Alexandria (twice) and in the lexicon-source
for the Byzantine lexicons.

4, The (Nco-)Pythagorean literature of the
Empire, where Zalmoxis appears as a slave/disciple of
Pythagoras or, more interesting, in some anccdotal
accounts (Zalmoxis as a historical person, companion of
Pythagoras, survivor of the Crotonian fire, Pythagorcan
missionary to the Druids, tattooed by brigands - not to be
forgotten that he is both a Thracian and a slave -, some
atlempts at ctymology): Antonius Diogenes, Dionyso-
phanes, Hippolytus, lamblichus. There is also a connection
to the oracles or the oracular and prophetic characters and
herocs, as in Poscidonius, Antonius Diogenes, Celsus,
Euscbius108,

Finally, in almost all Byzantine lexicons we meet
broadly thc same information (based on Herodotus,
Mnaseas, Hellanikos). For Photius, the Genuinum, the
Souda, the Etymologicum Magnum, we may suppose as
source the Lexrcon Rhctoricum (based upon the marginal

gloss in Suidas), or the Glossarium Cyrilli (from which
the Lexicon Rhetoricum extracted its information).

Almost all texts relate Zalmoxis to Pythagoras.
Certainly, the topos of the Thracian (as in the majority of
testimonies) Zalmoxis' enslavement and assimilation of his
master's philosophy is the major characteristic of his leg-
end. Very important is thereafter the topos of the Barbarian
wisdom: Zalmoxis appears, alone or among other promi-
nent figures of "alien wisdom", in Celsus, Clement,
Diogenes Laertius, Cyril. Consequently, Zalmoxis is also
known as a Barbarian philosopher to Apollonius of Tyana,
Dio Chrysostom, Hippolytus of Rome, Diogenes Laertius,
Origen, Cyril, Chrestomathia ¢ Strabonce.

In Christian literature, there are some owtstanding
[eatures: gencrally, Zalmoxis is scen as a positive charac-
ter, just because he is not a Greek, butl a Barbarian sage;
morcover, there appears the motif of the virtuous slave,
ablc to pursue virtue and learn his master's philosophy (an
allegory of the Christians' humble position and their scarch
for the divine truth): so in Origen, the Phifocalia of Origen,
Cyril. He may also be inscrted among pagan gods, espe-
cially among deified men (another argument in the
Christian anti-pagan discourse) worshipped as idols:
Origen, Eusebius, Aeneas of Gaza. An cxplicit negative
approach to him there is to be found in Gregory ol
Nazianzus, where the Getic ritual of launching arrows
against the sky (during a storm, cf. Herodotus 4.94) is
insertcd among orgiastic, cruel and inhuman practices (and
sacrifices) of pagan religions; and in John Chrisostom.

Zalmoxis is definitely a Greek character. He
appears in some 50 Greek sources, from Herodotus to the
late Byzantium (morc than 1500 years), in a large varicty
of traditions and conlexts. Only two Latin authors named
him, both using Greek sources: Apulcius (Apol. 26, quot-
ing Plato's Charm. 157) and Jordancs (using Dio
Chrysostomus' Getica through Cassiodorus' Historia
Gothorum). Thereafter, in the Latin Middlec Ages,
Zalmoxis will be known in thc West only because of the
tradilion originating in Jordanes (in many chronicles and
excerpts) and thanks to the Getae/Gothi confusion in the
Germanic space!9?. But the traditions here recorded came
to light again beginning with the extraordinary discovery
of the past and its re-thinking during the Renaissance.

Finally, as Origen and John Chrysostom said, thesc
are just Greek stories (EAMivov iotoglar) and [ictions
(Thdopata). Once again, behind the stories about
Zalmoxis we arc dealing with Greek ways ol thinking,.
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NOTES

1. This paper was possible thanks to a three months
research al Messina, Italy; I express hereby my gratitude for
their large support to Profl. Lietta de Salvo and Lucia di Paola
(Universita degli Studi di Messina). I am indebted also to Prof.
Enzo Degani (Universita degli Studi di Bologna) for the infor-

mation concerning the lexicons (D. D.). Abbreviations: ANF

(Ante-Nicene Fathers, Edinburgh), FHD (Fomtes Historiae
Dacoromanae, 1-11, Bucharest), FHG (C. Miiller, Fragmenta
Historicormn Graecorum), FGrHist (F. Jacoby, Die Fragientc
der griechischen Historiker), GCS (Die griechischen chistlichen
Schrifisteller der ersten drei Jabrhunderte, Leipzig), GGM (C.
Miiller, Geograpli Graeci Minores), LBL (Les Belles Lettres,
Paris), LCL (The Locb Classical Library, London), PG
(Patrologia Graeca, cd. Migne, Panis), SC (Sources Chrétienues,
Paris). Abbreviations arc those of L'Année Philologigue.

2. See D. M. Pippidi, in Note de lecturd (47, fn marginca
vol Il din culegerea 'lzvoarcle istoriei Romdanier’), StudClas, 15,
1974, pp. 251-253, for omissions in FHD. Authors mentioning
Zalmoxis edited in FAHD, 1-11 (Greek or Latin text and Romanian
transl.): Herodotus 4.94-96; Hcllanikos of Lesbos FGriist4 I
73; Plato, Chanmn. 156 D-157 C; Mnascas of Patara I 23 Miiller
(FHG, 111, 153); Diodorus 1.94.2; Strabo 7.3.5, 7.3.11, and
16.2.39; Herodianus, s.v. Zapol& (11, 514,25); Lucian, Scyth.
1, Ver. hist. 2.17, Iupp. Trag. 42, Dcor. conc. 9; Apuleius, Apol.
26, Clement of Alexandria, Strom. 4.57.2-58.1; Origen, C. Cels.
2.55, 3.34, and 3.54; Porphyry, V. Pyth. 14-15; lamblichus, V.
Pyth,, XXX,173; Julian the Emperor, Cacs. 327 D; Theodoret of
Cyrrhus, Gracc. aflect. cur. 1.25; Acncas of Gaza, Theophr., PG,
85, 940; Agathias of Myrina, Hist, Procm. 3; Jordanes, Get V,
39; Hesychius of Alexandria, s.v. Z&\poé&rg; Leo the Deacon,
Hist, 9.6; Souda s.vv. Zdpor&ig and [Tudaydpag. In sum: 21
authors (with 29 occurrences).

3. Romanian translations: Plato (by C. Noica); Diogencs
Laertius (by C. Balmus). Quotations and discussions of ancient
texts: W. Schmidt, Dic Geten und Dakcen. Lin historischer
Versuch als Beitrag zur sichenbiirgischen Landeskunde (1),
Archiv des Vereines fir siebenburgische Landeskunde, 4 (I1.
Heft), 1859, pp. 135-147; Gr. Tocilescu, Dacia inainte de
romani, Bucharest, 1980, pp. 684-689; I. G. Coman, L'fmmor-
talité chez les Thraco-Géto-Daces, RHR, 198, 1981, pp. 243-278
(Hippolytus, John Chrysostom, Gregory of Nazianzus); [ H.
Crisan, Spiritualitatca geto-dacilor, Bucharesi, 1986, pp. 345-
356 (Hippolytus, under the name of Origen, and quoting as gen-
uine text the paraphrase of Tocilescu [sic!]; lamblichus, V. Pyth.
XXX, 104; Souda s. v. Zamolxis [lhe goddess]); S. Sanie, Din

istoria culturif §i religiei geto-dacice, lagi, 19992, pp. 253-269
(Apollonius of Tyana, p. 260; Diogenes Laertius 1.1, pp. 262-
263).

4. P. Kretschiner, Zum Balkan-Skythischen, Glotta, 24,
1936, pp. 44-45; 1. I. Russu, Religia Geto-Dacilor. Zei, credinfe,
practici religioase, Anuarul Institutului de Studii Clasice (Cluj),
S5, 1944-1948, p. 86; D. Detschew, Dic thrakischen Sprachreste,
Vienna, 19762, pp. 173-175; N. Gostar, Zalmoxis-Zamolxis,
zeul supremn al dacilor. Discutif si controverse, Cercetiri istorice,
12-13, 1981-1982, pp. 291-292; S. Sanic, op. cit, p. 180.

5. Cf. Charm. 156 D. For this subjcct, see T.G. Tuckey,
Plato’s Charmides, Amsterdam, 1968, p. 18-19; and more
rccently F. P. Coolidge, The Relation of Philosophy to
Zwgppooivy: Zalmoxian Medicine in Plato's Charmides,
AncPhil, 13, 1993, pp. 23-36.

6. C[. Herodotus 4.36.

7. W. R. M. Lamb, Plato, Cambridge (Mass.)-London,
LCL, 1967, vol. 111

8. This passage of Strabo, as well as 7.3.11, were
cxcerpled by Gemistos Pletho in 1445 (Marcianus gr. 379).
Published and translated into Romanian in FHD, |, pp. 228-231,
for Strabo. Ascribed to Poscidonius also by R. Baladié, Stmbon.
Géographie. Tome IV (livreVII), Paris, LBL, 1989, p. 20; D.
Slusanschi, KAT'A si KQI'AIONON. Analizd filologici si
lingvisticd, Thraco-Dacica, 10, 1989, pp. 219-220; and Zoc
Petre, Le mythe de Zalmoxis, Analele Universilitii Bucuresti.
Istorie, 42-43, 1993-1994, pp. 23-24. Theiler ascribed to
Poscidonius also I 133 (Strabo 16.2.35-39) and I’ 134 (Diodorus
1.94.1-2), where it is told about Zalmoxis as a lawgiver; but the
certainly is lacking (see Jacoby, FGrfiist 87 F 70: the passage
concerning Zalmoxis from Strabo 16.2.39 is not accepted). For
Poscidonius, sec M. Laflranque, Poscidonios d'Apamdée. Essai
de mise au point, Paris, 1964.

9. H. L. Jones, The Geograply of Strabo, Cambridge
(Mass.)-London, LCL, 1924.

10. Zalmoxis as a Scythian in Celsus apud Origen, C
Cels. 2.55; Lucian, Scyth. | and 4; Photius, Lex. Gemiinum,
Souda, Etym. Magnum s.v. For the question of authenticity, scc
F. Lo Cascio, Sulla autenticitd delle Epistole di Apollonio
Tianeo, Palerino, 1978, p. 29 (positive); but Penclla’s position (a
fabricated letter) is much more appropriate. More about
Apollonius: E. L. Bowie, Apollonius of Tyana: Tradition and
Reality, ANRW, 11.16.2, 1978, pp. 1652-1699; and M. Dziclska's
cxcellent book Apollonius of Tyana in Legend and History,
Rome, 1986. Ep. 28 was published in Romania by M. Alexianu,
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Epistola XX VIII atribuiti lui Apollonios din Tyana, Thraco-
Dacica, 12, 1991, pp. 149-152 (Greek text and Romanian transl.,
p- 150; he used the Conybeare cdition, London 1969, LCL).

11. For which see Zoe Petre, A propos des sources de
Jordanes, Getica 39-41 et 67-72, in ed. L. Boia, Etudes d'listo-
riographie, Bucharest, 1985, pp. 39-51, and C.P. Jones, The
Roman World of Dio Chrysostom, Cambridge (Mass.)-London,
1978 (especially the pp. 52-53 et 122-123). See now Sabrina
Terrei, I Getica di Dione Crisostomo, Aevum, 74, 2000, pp. 177-
186.

12. Registered earlier by J. von Arnim, Dionis
Prusaensis quem vocant Chrysostomum quae extamt omnia, 11,
Berlin, 1893, Praefatio, p. V, as F 1 (for Getica, see pp. IV-IX).
Jordancs' Getica is an epitome of Cassiodorus' lost Historia
Gothorum (in 12 books), who presumably used Dia's writing. Of
course, by Goths it is meant Getac.

13. Ch. C. Microw, The Origin and the Dceds of the
Goths, Princeton Universitly Press, 1915. Passage present in
FHD, 11, 413, for Jordanes. Mommsen's classic cdition is now
replaced by F. Giunta's new version (Jlordanis de origine
actibusque Getarum, Rome, Fonti per la storia 'ltalia 117, 1991).

14. Aside from E. Rohde, Der gricchische Roman und
seine Vorliufer, Leipzig, 19002, pp. 285-286, 304-305 and R.
Reitzenstein, Hellenistische Wundererzihlungen, Leipzig, 1906,
pp- 31-32, very important are the studies of: K. Reyhl, Antonios
Diogenes. Untersuchungen zu den Roman-Fragmenten der
‘Wunder jenseits von Thule' und zu den 'Wahren Geschichten'
des Lukian (Diss.), Tiibingen, 1969 (conceming Zalmoxis, espe-
cially the sections Dic Astraios Aretalogie, pp. 90-94, and
Gdtter, Orakel, Jenseitsvisionen, pp. 102-106); W, Fauth,
Astraios und Zalmoxis. Uber Spuren pythagorcischer Aretalogie
im Thule-Roman des Antonius Diogenes, Hermes, 106, 1978,
pp. 220-241; the cdition of M. Fusillo, Antonio Diogene. Le
ncredibili avventure al di li di Tule, Palenno, 1990 (with Italian
version); G. N. Sandy, Anfonius Diogenes. The Wonders
Beyond Thule, in ¢d. B. P. Reardon, Collected Ancient Greck
Novels (CAGN), Berkelcey, 1989, pp. 775-782; S. A. Stephens-J.
). Winkler, Ancient Greek Novels. The Fragments, Princecton
(New Jerscy), 1995, pp. 101-178. Other studics: L. di Gregorio,
Sugli "AIIIZETA YIIEP ©O0YAHN" di Amtonio Diogene,
Acvum, 42, 1968, pp. 199-211; A. Borgogno, Sulla struttura
degli Apista di Antonio Diogene, Promectheus, 1, 1975, pp. 49-
64; Idem, Antonio Diogene ¢ le trame dei romanzi greci,
Prometheus, 5, 1979, pp. 137-157; J. R. Morgan, Lucian's True
Histories and The Wonders beyond Thule of Antonius
Diogenes, CQ, 35, 1985, pp. 475-490; J. Romin, Novels Beyond
Thule: Antonius Diogenes, Rabelais, Cervantes, in cd. J. Tatum,

The Search for the Ancient Novel, Baltimore-London, 1994, pp.
101-116; S. Stephens, Antonfus Diogenes, in ed. G. Schmeling,
The Novel in the Anciemt World, (Mncmosyne, Suppl. 159),
Leiden, 1996, pp. 674-680; M. Fusillo, s.v. Antonios (3,
Diogenes), in Der Neue Pauly, 1, 1996, coll. 806-807. During the
last two decades, the study of Greek novels was particularly
fashionable.

15. Astracus is Pythagoras' foster brother, helping here
the brothers Mantinias and Dercyllis (from Tyre) to flce (for
they are chased by the wicked Egyptian wizard Paapis), he leads
them to his friend of Thrace, Zalmoxis, also a disciple of
Pythagoras. Astracus rcports about Pythagoras' life (in Photius’
epitome, 109 b), and appears too in Porphyry (V. Pyth. 10 and
13).

16. Massagetae in all manuscripts, instcad of Getae. This
confusion (Photius' or Antonius'?) is not a hapax: for it occurs
also in Lucanus, Phars. 2.50 (and the scholium: Massageten gens
Thraciae); also Philostratus, Her. 6.5; Synesius of Cyrene (De
regno, 15.17); Evagrius 3.2; St. Augustine (De civ. Dei 20.11),
Isidorus of Scvilla (Etym. 9.2.63: Massagetae, quasi graves, id
est fortes Getae). 1t is certainly a confusion both ctymological
and late, cspecially in the works of crudition and in Late
Antiquily; in addition, both were peripheral peoples. In cod. 64,
26 a (Theophanes of Byzantium, cnd of sixth century), Photius
says that the Turks inhabit eastwards of Tanais, and were for-
merly named Massagetae.

17. "Already" refers probably to the fact that after his
enslavement at Pythagoras, Zalmoxis returned home and was
worshipped as a god by the Getae (¢ Herodotus 4.95; Strabo
7.3.5).

18. The prophecy which anticipates adventures, misfor-
tunes and happy-cnds is quite common in the Greck novel: the
Colophonian oracle in Xenophon LEfesius 1.6; the oracle of
Apollo referring to Ethiopia in Heliodorus 2.35. For the role of
oracles in Greek novels, sce S. Said, Oracles et devins dans le
roman gree, in cd. J.-G. Heinz, Oracles et prophdties dans l'an-
tiquité, Paris, 1997, pp. 367-403.

19. 8. A. Stephens-J. J. Winkler, op. cit, p. 125 (English
translation).

20. As [or the form of the name, the problem is indefinite,
since we have more readings - ZdAvo€ig Nauck: Zépor£ig codd.:
ZdéhporErg Des Places (misprinted?), stressing once more the
ambiguity. This text was used, especially by the German school
(but also by A. B. Cook, Rh. Carpentcr), in order to sustain a
totemic interpretation of Zahmoxis, yet totally erroncous.

21. About Pythagoras teaching divine matters and per-
taining to the sky to his slave Zalmoxis, cf. also Strabo 7.3.5.



240

Dan Dana, Ligia Ruscu

Published as Antonius' also by: M. Fusillo, op. crt, pp. 74-75; S.
A. Stephens-J. J. Winkler, op. cit, pp. 134-135 (Greek text and
English translation).

22. From Stobaeus' chapter XIX (Ilegl deorxotdv xai
douh@v). Marres ascribed this fragment to the historical works;
but Barigazzi thinks about Azs amatoria Socratis (p. 526, also p.
167), which is less plausible (since there is no allusion to the
Thracian charms). It probably comes from the Commentarij, a
work in at least five books with anecdotal characters and con-
taining biographical particularitics; in the third book were men-
tioned Plato and Pythagoras. He wrote also Omnigena historia,
in 34 books (sec for more A. Barigazzi, Favorino di Arelatc,
ANRW, 11.34.1, 1993, pp. 556-581). C. Moreschini labeled him
as the best example of Second Sophistic's encyclopedism
(Aspetti della cultura filosofica negli ambienti della Seconda
Sofistica, ANRW, 11.36.7, 1994, p. 5129).

23. For the chronology of Lucian's writings, and gencral-
ly about him, sce M. D. MacLeod, Lucianic Studjes Since 1930,
ANRW, [1.34.2, pp. 1362-1421.

24. Zamolxis as a Scythian: Lucian, Scyth. 1; prescnt
also in Ver. list. 2.17; Tupp. Trag. 42; Deor. conc. 9.

25. Sce more in W. Den Bocr, La polémigite anti-chréti-
enne du IF siécle: "La doctrine de vérité" de Celse, Athenacum,
NS, 64, 1976, pp. 300-318; S. Benko, Pagan Criticism of
Christinnity During the First Two Centuries A. D., ANRW,
11.23.2, 1980, pp. 1101-1108; M. Frede, Celsus philosophus pla-
tonicus, ANRW, Nachtrige zu band 11.36.1, 1994, pp. 5183-
5213; M. Baltcs, s.v. Kelsos, in Der Neue Pauly, V1, 1999, coll.
385-387.

26. Ceclsus introduces an imaginary Jew attacking the
Christian doctrine (in fact, presenting his own opinions).

27. Zalmoxis as a Scythian in Lucian, Scyth 1 and 4,
and the lexicons s.v.

28. CI. Ierodotus 4.95.

29. CI. Diogenes Lacrtios 8.41, apud Hermippus (F 20
Wehrli). In the Pythagorean tradition, there is also a reference to
Zalmoxis's katabasis, related to that of Pythagoras; sec E.
Rohde, Kleine Schriften, Tiibingen-Leipzig, 1901, I1, p. 158, W.
Burkert, Das Proomium des Parmenides und die Katabasis des
Pythagoras, Phronesis 14 (1969), p. 25-26; Idem, Lore and sci-
ence in Ancient Pythagoreanism, Cambridge (Mass.), 1972, pp.
155-159; F. Wehrli, Die Schule des Aristoteles. Texte und
Kommentar, Heft X, Basecl-Stuttgart, 1969, discussing F 42
Hieronymus of Rhodes (= Diogenes Lacrtius 8.21), p. 41; Id.,
Supplementband I. Hermippos der Kallimacheer, Bascl-
Stuttgart, 1974, p. 56-57, discussing F 20 (= Diogenes Lacrtius
8.40), p. 59, and F 22 (Thracians and Jews as masters of

Pythagoras). For Zalmoxis in Celsus, see F. Mosetto, / miracoli
vangelici nel dibattito tra Celso e Origene, Rome, 1986, p. 65;
M. Fédou, Christianisme et religions paiennes dans le Contre
Celse d'Origene, Paris, 1988, pp. 190, 195. Celsus gave several
lists of ancient and sage nations (excluding the Jews, and there-
fore, indirectly, the Christians), cf. Origen, C. Cels. 1.16: "he
says, moreover, that the Galactophagi of Homer, the Druids of
the Gauls, and the Getae are very wise and ancient nations, who
believe doctrines akin to those of the Jews"” (1ransl. H.
Chadwick, p. 18).

30. Herodotus 2.122. This passage is published in FHD,
I, 714, for Origen. The italicized texts are more likely extracts
from Celsus' treatisc.

31. Henry Chadwick, Origen. Contra Celsum,
Cambridge, 19652, p. 109; all other translations from Origen's
texts are provided by Chadwick's work.

32. This text is published in FAD, 1, 714, for Origen. A
more cxlended list with prophels and oracles in Strabo 16.2.39
(where there appear Amphiaraus, Trophonius, Zamolxis). Cf. for
the same oracles (except Zamolxis) Celsus in Origen, C. Cels.
7.35. This text is published in FHD, I, 714, for Origen. For
Mopsus scc now R. Badriga, Mopso tra Oriente ¢ Grecia. Storia
di un personaggio di frontiera, QUCC, 46, 1994, pp. 35-71.

33. Sce A. Méhat, Etude sur les ‘Stromates' de Clément
d'Alexandrie, Paris, 1966. The genre of the Stromata seems to
belong, within the “littérature variée”, to a category composed
principally from quotations, and expressly oriented towards phi-
losophy (p. 106). His major directions: dclincation of the
Christianity as philosophy, polemic against heresics, Gnostic
inspiration.

34. Cf. Plato, Charm. 156 D -157 A.

35. Also discussed in A. G. Droge, Homer or Moscs?
Early Greek Interpretation of the History and Culture, Tiibingen,
1989, p. 130.

36. CI[. Plato, Charm. 156 D. Zalmoxis also present in
Strom. 4.57.2-58.1.

37. Sec Ricerche su Ippolito, Rome, 1977 (SEA 13);
Nuove ricerche su Ippolito, Rome, 1989 (SEA 30); I. Mueller,
Heterodoxy and Doxography in Hippolytus' 'Refutation of All
Heresjes', ANRW, 11.36.6, 1992, p. 4327 n. 55.

38. Lysis and Archippos as the survivors of the fire:
Neanthes, FFGrHist 84 F 30 (in Porphyry, V. Pyth. 55); Arislo-
xcnus (in lamblichus, V. Pyth. XXXV, 249); Polybius 2.39;
Diogenes Lacrtius 8.39; Porphyry, V. Pyth. 57.

39. Scc L. Mucller, op. cit, p. 4327 n. 55; C. J. De
Vogel, Pythagoms and Early Pythagorcanism. An Interpretation
of Neglected Evidence on the Philosopher Pythagoras, Assen,
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1966, pp. 34-35; P.-M. Duval, La Gaule jusquau milieu du V¢
sicele, 1, part 11, Paris, 1971, p. 496; J.-J. Haw, L'opinion que les
Grees avaient des Celtes, Kicma, 9, 1984, pp. 83-85. Another
ancedotal story on Zalmoxis and the rebellion against
Pythagoras in Dionysophancs, FGrliist 856 I | (sce below,
number 14).

40. Sources as Diodorus 5.28.6; Pliny the Elder, N/
30.5; Clement of Alexandria, Strom. 1.70 (afier Alexander
Polyhistor, De Pythagoricis symbolis FHG, 111, T 94; quotcd later
by Cyril of Alexandria, C. Jul, book 1V, PG, 76, 705); Strabo
4.4; lamblichus, V. Pyth. XXVIIL 151; Ammianus Marcellinus,
15.9.4 (following Timagenes); Valerius Maximus 2.6.10.

41. Refutatio 1.12.17 et 1.25 also in H. Diels, Doxo-
graphi Graeci, Berlin-Leipzig, 1929, pp. 558 et 574.

42. Cf. A. Frenkian, Analecta Laertiana, StudClas, 3,
1961, p. 402. Scc Jorgen Mejer, Diogenes Lacrtius and His
Hellenistic Background, Wiesbaden (Hennes Einzelschriften-
Hefll 40), 1978; Idem, Diogencs Laertius and the Transmission
of Greck Philosoplty, ANRW, 11.36.5, 1992, pp. 3556-3602.

43. O. Gigon has supposed, on the ground of 4 combina-
tion of the data found in this passage and Scxtus Empiricus,
Adv. Phys. 1.363, that Posidonius may have mentioned three
“Urphilosophen” for each of the three parts of the world (Die
Emeuerung der Philosophie in der Zeit Ciceros, Entretiens [l
Recherches sur la tradition platonicienne, Vandocuvres-Geneéve,
1957, p. 30): Ochos for Asia, Zamolxis for Europe and Atlas for
Libya (likewise A. J. Droge, op.cit, pp. 15 ct 90); but this
remains indeterminate. Passage present also in F. Jacoby,
FGrHist 7184 F 2 (as Mochos), Democritus 55 D.-K. (for
Mochos), Ps.-Aristotlc, o I 35 Rose.

44. Diogenes Lacrtius. Lives of Eminent Philosophers, 1,
Cambridge (Mass.)-London, LCL, 1995, p. 3.

45. The identification of Zalmoxis with Kronos bclongs
to Mnascas of Patara (FHG, 111, 153, F 23 Miiller), and not to
Herodotus, erroncously quoted here. From this text there is an
excerptum in Vatic. 96: 6n {ahpokig - dodhog v sudaydpov.
Scc also the Commentarii in Diogenem Lacrtium of H. G.
Hiibner, (reprint Hildesheim-New York, Olms, 1981, I-1]). For
Zalmoxis in the cighth book, see B. Centrone, L'VIIT libro delle
Vite' dr Diogene Lacrzio, ANRW, [1.36.6, 1992, p. 41874188
and n. 20.

46. R. D. Hicks, op. cit, 11, pp. 321 and 323, has trans-
lated: "he also had a slave, Zamolxis, who is worshipped, so
says Herodotus, by the Getans, as Cronos”.

47. More about Origen in G. Sfameni-Gasparro, Origene
e Ia tradizione origenfana in Occidente: letture storico-religiosc,
Rome, 1999.

48. Zalmoxis also in Origen, C. Cels. 2.55 (beforc our
paragraph), 3.34, and 3.54.

49. Ii. Des Places, Pomphyre, Vie de Pythagore. Lettre i
Marcells, Paris, 1982, p. 42 n. 2: "Dionysophanés n'est guére
pour nous qu'un nomn"”; whether he must or not be identified to
Diophancs or Diophantas (F | Miiller, FITG 1V 395) as belicves
E. Schwartz, RE, V, col. 1051, s.v. Diophantas (14), is uncer-
tain. The sccond (yel questionable) mention is made by the
Schol. Apoll Rhod. 1.826 B (FGrHist 856 T 2).

50. Also for Zalmoxis' part in the rebellion against
Pythagoras: Hippolytus, Ref 1.2.17.

51. Tattooing is constantly mentioned among Thracians:
Herodotus 5.6; dioooi Adyot F 2,13; Clearchus of Soloi F 8
Miiller; Strabo 7.5.4; Phanocles F 1 (in Stobacus, Flor. 54.14);
Artemidorus of Daldis, Oncir. 1.8; Plutarchus, De sera numin.
vind. 12; Valerius Flaccus 2.150; Thracian women: Dio
Chrysostom, Or. 14.19; Bistonian women: Anthol. Palat. 7.10;
Dacians: Pliny the Elder NH22.1.2 and 7.11.50. Dionysophancs'
report in: C. P. Jones, Stigma: Tattooing and Branding in Greco-
Roman Antiquity, JRS, 77, 1987, p. 144; 1. P. Culianu-C,
Poghire, s.v. Zalmoxis, in The Encyclopedia of Religions (cd.
M. Eliade), XV, New York, 1987, p. 554; on penal tattooing: W.
Mark Gustafson, Inscripta in fronte: Penal Tattooing in Latc
Antiquity, CA, 16, 1997, pp. 79-105. Text published in FAD, 1,
742, for Porphyry.

52. Zalmoxis also in lamblichus, V. Pyth. XXX, 173. Sec
for the philosopher J. Dillon, famblichus of Chalcis (c. 240-325
A. D), ANRW, 11.36.2, 1987, pp. 862-909.

53. Published in PG, 24, coll. 607-692; Angclo Mai,
Bibliotheca Nova Patrum 4, 110 and 130.

54. The manuscript was purchased, with other 50 Syrian
manuscripts, in 1839, by a Coptic scholar, Heary Tattam of
Bedflord, from a monastery of [ECthiopia. In the beginning we
may read: "This writing was wrolc, in Urhai (Edessa), the town
of Mesopotamia, by a man named Ja'kob (and) was finished in
the year 723 in the last month Theshrin”, i.c. the Fcebriary of
411 AD. Ldition by Samuel Lee, Euscbius on The Theophania
(London, 1842, the Syrian text; London, 1843, the English
transl.). This version, however inaccessible 1o us, was judged
inappropriale by the German cditor H. Gressmann.

55. Cf. a similar list in Origen, C. Cels. 3.34 (Zamolxis,
Mopsus, Amphilochus, Amphiaraus, Trophonius).

56. I1. A. Drake, In Praise of Constantine. A Historical
Study and New Translation of Euscbius' Tricennial Orations,
Berkeley-Los Angeles-London, 1976, p. 112. Sce also T. D.
Bames, Two Specches of Eusebius, GRBS, 18, 1977, pp. 341-345.

57. Melguthnirun in the Syrian version.
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58. Book II, "Against the Philosophers" (not Euscbius'
title). We have herc quite the same text as in Laus Const. 13.5,
but the Greek text must have had oi I'é[t}Dot TOv ZdApo&v
instead of oi Fétaw TOv Zapor&w (as in Laus Const.). 1t is notc-
worthy that this confusion Getae/Goths, before its large diffu-
sion in Latin lilerature, was also present in Greek writings, as
carly as the fourth century, and some later: the same Euscbius
(Constantine to the Holly Assembly 24.1), Julian the Emperor
(Praise of the Constantine emperor T), Themistius (discourscs
XI and XII), Philostorgius 2.5, Procopius of Cacsarca (De bellis
3.2.2), John Lydus (De mens. 4.83; De mag. 3.55). The above
mentioned passage of Theophania was inserted by Luscbius, few
years after, in his Laus Constantini.

59. CI. Herodolus 4.95.

60. Cf. Od. M 47 and 173 syq.

61. CI. Plato, Charm. 156 D.

62. CI. Plato, Charm. 156 D; Zalmoxis also in Julian,
Caes. 327 D. For the cducation and the works of the apostate
emperor, sce J. BoufTartigue, L' Empercur Julien et la cultire de
son temps, Paris, 1992.

63. From Origen, C. Ccls. 3.54. This text appcars also in
FHD, 1, 714, for Origen. Sec also M. Harl, Origéne, Philocalie,
1-20. Sur les Ecritures, Paris, 1983 (SC302); E. Junod, Origéne.
Philocalic 21-27. Sur le Libre Arbitre, Paris, 1976 (SC). The
chapter XVIII contains cxtracts of books I and III of Origen,
and, as said in kephalaion (the heading), against the pagan accu-
sation that the disciples of Jesus were simple-minded people,
slaves (avdpdmnoda), women and children (Harl, pp. 458-464).

64. Zoroaster and Zalmoxis also in Diodorus 1.94.2;
Apuleius, Apol 26. Present as testimony B 10 ¢ in J. Bidez-F.
Cumont, Les Mages hellénisés. Zoroastre, Ostanés et Hystaspe
d'aprés la tradition grecque, 11 (Textes), Paris, LBL, 1938, p. 23.

65. This strange ritual was mentioned by Herodotus
4.94; cf. also Paraxographus Vaticanus Rohdii 42, Inappropriate
translation in 1. G. Coman, op. cil., p. 276: "Zalmoxis ... divini-
sait chaque (fidéle)". The scholion well explains . opidlou by
dta Tod A dovg, "through the crowd".

66. Herodotus 4.103.

67. Favorinus I 99 Barigazzi (scc nr. 6). From Stobacus’
chapter XIX (ITepi deonvt@mv kai dSovdav).

68. There appears a difference from Plato's text in the
rendcering of the god's name: Zapor&ig instead of Zdhpolig, as
in Plato.

69. We have sohtdv ("of the citizens") in Stobacus
instead of iatpiv ("of the physicians™) in Plato.

70. It belongs (o Stobacus' chapter XXXVII, IMepi
Uytelag kal duagpoviig aurijg?

71. Sec, generally, W. J. Malley, Hellenisin and
Christianity. The Conflict Between Hellenic and Christian
Wisdom in the Contra Galilaeos of Julian the Apostate and the
Contra Julianum of St. Cyrill of Alexandria, Rome, 1978. P.
Burguiére and P. Evieux's SC edition covers only the first two
books; a new edition is intended (sce C. Ricdweg, Zur hand-
schriftlichen Uberlieferung der Apologie Kyrills von
Alexandrien Contra Iulianum, MH, 57, 2000, pp. 151-165).

72. Cyril has used for this Clement, Strom. 1.71.4-72.2,
where is present this list, but Zalmoxis is missing; hc was how-
cver present in Strom. 4.57.2-58.1. Likewise, Theodoret of
Cyrrhus, who used oo Clement's work, has put together as
cxamples of barbarian sages the Thracian Zamolxis, the
Scythian Anacharsis and the Brachmans (Grace. allect. cur.
1.25). Zalmoxis among the Barbarian wisce nations and sages
ocenrs in Diogenes Lacrtins 1.1, Sce also for this Christian topos
(derived from the classical tradition) J. H. Waszink, Somc
Obscrvations on the Appreciation of 'The Philosophy of the
Barbarians' in Early Christian Literature, in Mélanges offerts d
Mademoiselle Christine Mohrimann, Ulrecht, 1963, pp. 41-56;
W. Speyer-1. Opelt, Barbar. Nachtrage zum Reallexikon fiir
Antike und Christentum (RAC), JbAC, 10, 1967, pp. 251-190
(including the Christian literature). J. F. Kindstrand's book
Anacharsis, The Legend and the Apoplitegmata, Uppsala, 1981,
is an excellent model in the study of a barbarian sage.

73. Text quoted [rom Porphyry, V. Pyth. 14. The Life of
Pythagoras belonged to the first book of Porphyry's lost History
of Philosoplty, from which, grace to Cyril's citations, we posscs
some [ragments (see A.-Ph. Segonds, Appendice. Les Fragments
de I'Histoire de lasPhilosophic, in [i. Des Places, Porphyre, pp.
163-197). Cyril's purpose was similar to that of Origen: the
slaves arc also able to acquire wisdom (and the humble
Christians, the divine truth).

74. Then follows a passage published in FFD, 11, 321,
on Zalmoxis.

75. The form Salmoxis in Herodotus 4.94-96,
Herodianus s.v. Zdpok&ig (11, 514, 25). Zalmoxis also in
Hesychius s.v. ZaApoég.

76. Cf. Mnascas of Patara, F 23 Miiller; Diogencs
Lacrtius 8. 2; Hesychius s.v. ZaApo&g; the other lexicons, s.v.

77. Frrom Plato (Charmidcs)?

78. Cf. Diogenes Lacrtius 8.2. The same text in Souda
s.v. [Tudaydpag. Sce for Hesychius of Miletus H. Schullz, RE,
VI, s.v. Hesychios (10), coll. 1322-1327; he distrusts the
mcethod of Flach's edition (copying the articles of Souda).

79. Sce O. Guéraud, Note prélimnaire sur les papyrus
d'Origéne découverts i Toura, RHR, 131, pp. 85-108. Ldition by
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Jean Scherer, Extraits des livres I ¢t II du Contre Celsc
d'Origéne (Papyrus n° 88747 du Musée du Caire), Cairo, 1956.

80. From Origen, C. Cels. 2.55; *** indicates an
excerpl. The extracts from Origen were writien on 4 books, (in
all, 59 pages). Our text belongs to the page 52, in the [ourth
book (number 8°).

81. Sec W. T. Treadgold, The Nature of the
"Bibliotheca” of Photius, Washington (Dumbarton Oaks Papers
XVIII), 1980; and Th. Higg, Photios als Vermittler antiker
Literatur. Untersuchungen zur Technik des Rcfericrens und
Exzerpierens in der Bibliotheke, Uppsala, 1975.

82. This novel id to be considered, according 1o Higg's
terminology, as an analytusches Referat (analytical review), and
by Treadgold as a "precise summary”, unlike the other cate-
gories (Kurzreferat, Exzerptc).

83. The same text (with slight alterations) in Souda, Lex.
Gemumun, Lex. Rhictoricurn, Etymn. Magnum, s. v. In the manu-
scripts of the lexicon there appears the form ZdpoA£ig and not,
as published, ZdApokrg; kal insertcd by Naber from Erym.
Magnum. For the problem of lexicons, sce ed. E. Gangutia
Elicegui, Iutroduccion a la lexicografia gricga, Madrid, 1977; 5.
Degani, Lessicografi, in ed. T. della Corte, Dizionario degli scrit-
tort greer e latind, 11, Milan, 1987, pp. 1169-1189; Idem, La
lessicografia, in cd. G. Cambiano, L. Canfora, D. Lanza, Lo
spazio letterarfo della Grecia antica, 11, Rome, 1992, pp. 505-527.

84. Ilcrodotus 4.95.

85. Zalmoxis as Scythian in Apollonius of Tyana, Ip.
28; Lucian, Scyth. 1 and 4, Celsus in Origen, C. Cels. 2.55.

86. Mnascas of Patara, F 23 Miiller.

87. Hellanikos of Lesbos, FGriist4 F 73.

88. Tepénfou in Photius, Téofor in Souda, Etym. M.

89. From Hesychius of Miletus, Onom. 686, according
to the editors.

90. Résumé of Strabo 7.3.5.

91. The information comes from the as yet unpublished
Lexicon Ambrosianmmn (apud A. Adler, marginal notes; on
which sec Adler, p. XVII).

92. From Diogenes Lacrtius 1.1 (sec nr. 12).

93. Probably (rom Etymn. M.

94. Mwnodepyou Zajiom added in Photius and Sowuda.

95. Tegétlol in Photius.

96. This other anonymous source, cited only by the £t
M., is the Lexicon Rhctoricumn (Evvagmyiy), from which there is

as yct published only the letter ai; for Zalmoxis, it was used also
by Photius, and the Souda, according to the marginal note of
Adlcr cdition.

97. From Lucian, Scyth. 4.

98. From the lexicographic material. For Eustathius' use
of the Souda in his Homeric commentarics, see A. Adler, Suidae
Lexicon, 1, pp. XIV-XV.

99. From the lexicographic material.

100. Herodotus 4.93.

101. Strabo 7.3.2.

102. Strabo 7.3.4.

103. Strabo 7.3.5.

104. Julian, Cacs. 327 D.

105. Herodotus 4.93-96. Greck text and Romanian trans-
lation of Eustathius' passage: M. Biluji-Skultéty, Dionss
Periegetul gi comentatorul sdu, Eustafiu, despre daci §i traci, in
cd. E. Cizck, Romanodacica Il. Izvoare antice alc istorici
Rominies, Bucharest, 1994, pp. 214-216.

106. Cf. Custathius, ad. Dion. 304, and Hesychius, s.v.
Za\pokc.

107. CI. Custathius, ad. Dion. 304,

108. A chronological delineation of sources conceming
Zalmoxis in Z. Petre, Le mythe de Zalmoxis, pp. 23-24: a)
Herodotus and Hellanikos (first contacts between the lonians
and the Black Sca and Danube space); b) the ancient
Pythagorcan milicu of Southern Italy (end of Vth and carly IVth
centurics B. C.: Zalmoxis as evidence of the universality of
Pythagorcanism, in the long list of lawgivers inspired by the
Master); ¢) Poscidonius and his [ollowers (Strabo, Diodorus,
Dio Chrysostom). It is noteworlhy that: "L'enscmble de la tradi-
tion grecque sur Zalmoxis dérive, ainsi, soit dircclement
d'Hérodote, soit indirectement, de la tradition pythagoricicnne
de nomothéte reprise par Poséidonios” (p. 24).

109. In Romania are known a few of them, for the
Spanish domain, as Rodrigo Jiméncz de Rada, Allonso cl Sabio
(and the so-called Cronica de los Godos); sce Al. Busuioccanu,
Zalmoxis. Mitul dacic in istoria §i legendele Spaniei, Bucharest,
1985. But there are also other mentions on Zalmoxis, in lact
cexcerpts from Jordancs, such as the bishop Frechulfus of
Lexovium (IXth ¢.), Chronicon Vedastinumy/Excerpta Duacensia
(Xth ¢.), Guilelmus Calcutus (XIth c.), Frutolfus/Ckkchardt
(XIIth c.) ... This may be considered as the (ifih literary tradition
(the medicval tradition of Jordancs).
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Toura Papyrus page 1 (book a’) (Scherer, PL. I).
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