
Annual Conference, Business 
Learning Centre, Lauder College, 
Dunfermline, Tuesday March 7 

The Scottish Region is delighted 
once again to present their Annual 
Conference at Lauder College, 
Dunfermline. 

As in previous years the speakers 
cover a wide range of greenkeeping 
topics with talks from Course 
Managers to a representative from the 
Scottish Golf Union - all with a posi-
tive viewpoint on the game of golf. 

From Kilmacolm GC we have the 
Course Manager Ronnie Bunting, 
who will give a talk on "The 
Environment and Kilmacolm Golf 
Club"; The General Manager of the 
Scottish National Golf Centre, Neil 
Simpson, will present a paper on "The 
Scottish National Golr Centre and 
the Development of Golf in 
Scotland"; Brian Robinson, Senior 
Agronomist, Grass Science Services, 
will talk on "Grasses into the 21st 
Century"; from Rangers Football Club 
we have the Head Groundsman, 
David Roxburgh, who will talk on 
"Football Groundsmanship"; Alistair 
Connell, from Souters Sportsturf, will 
speak on "Drainage and Irrigation" -
very relevant considering the weather 
conditions we are suffering at 
present; Head of Elmwood Golf 
Developments, John Quinn, will 
deliver his talk on "Beyond Head 
Greenkeeper." Finally, Simon 
Barnaby, of Scotts (UK) Professional 
on "Integrted Diseases. Turf Grass 
Management". 

This year's Conference has a variety 
of topics which should appeal to 
everyone in the greenkeeping indus-
try. The Conference has always been 
well supported throughout the years 
and hopefully this will continue. We 
look forward to seeing everyone at 
Dunfermline. 

Application forms will be available 
in the early part of the January 

East 
The East Section held its AGM at 

Kingsknowe Golf Club We had a 
small turnout for the day which con-
sisted of a lecture by Angus 
Fertilisers, a nod, and a nice buffet 
lunch which was provided by our 
sponsors for the day, Greentech Ltd. 

The section committee would like 
to thank Greentech Ltd for sponsor-
ing the day. The AGM took place in 
the afternoon, there is not a lot to 
mention about it other than that the 
committee remains the same as last 
year. The Chairman gave a full report 
on all his activities for the year, the 
Secretary did the same and also gave 
us a very healthy balance sheet yet 
again this year, so well done to 
everyone on the committee for a job 
well done. Information regarding 
next season's tournaments will be 
announced shortly 

On a sad note, Jimmy Paton, for-
mer Head Greenkeeper at Turnhouse 
GC, died recently after a long illness. 
I had the opportunity to work with 
Jimmy for nine years at Turnhouse a 
couple of years after coming into 
greenkeeping and he was a real char-
acter. He was also a Past Chairman 
of this Section and somebody who 
will be sadly missed by everyone 
who knew him. The Section's 
thoughts are with his family at this 
time. 

The 1999 Patrons' Awards winners 
are Graham Wood, Dunbar, and 
Alistair Holmes, Seahouses. Well 
done to them both and we will see 
you at BTME 2000 in Harrogate in 
January. If you are going on the 
Scottish trip to BTME get your 
application forms back to Peter Boyd 
as soon as possible to avoid disap-
pointment and I will see you there. 

Chris Yeaman 

West 
Welcome to the first Section news 

of this century. I would just like to 
wish every member, a happy and 
prosperous new year and the best 
wishes for a good season ahead. A 
few items to mention this month, 
starting off with the AGM. 

There were approximately 40 

members in attendance. Newly elect-
ed members to the Committee were:-
Brian Bolland, General Committee; 
Cecil George, Education; Brian 
Hillen continues as Chairman for a 
second term, with Gavin Jarvis act-
ing as Vice Chairman. 

The nominations for Patrons' 
Award this year go to Joe Bell, 
Kilmacolm GC, and John \oung, 
Dougalston GC. 

The Scottish National Tournament 
will be played for at Newmachar GC, 
June 2000. Awaiting confirmation of 
date. 

The last draw of the 100 club, 
£50.00, was won by Stuart Tay ... 
sorry Alistair Taylor. 

Following the AGM the evening 
carried straight on into the games 
session, five games played in total. 

The victors of the evening were I. 
Smith and S. Mckittrick, with a total 
of 15, winning by three clear points. 
Well played guys. 

Thanks go to Nairn Brown for 
their gift voucher drawn at the raffle. 

Thanks also to Claremont Bowling 
Club for use of their facilities and 
also to the bar staff in attendance 
that evening. 

As usual, many thanks to John 
Scott for expanding my waistline!, 
with his culinary delights... the pies 
were good, well done John. 

Finally, I was at Victoria's for the 
Annual Dinner on Friday, 
November 19. A good evening was 
had by the majority of people who 
attenaed. 

Personally I found the evening 
quite enjoyable and good value for 
money. The selection of food was 
good and was of a reasonable stan-
dard. The cabaret, apart from the 
delay at the start, was very enter-
taining, although it could have 
lasted a while longer. 

If any members would care to 
express their views about the current 
format for the annual dinner, please 
feel free to speak to the Committee. 

Once again, please send me any 
information you have regarding any-
thing! Well just anything. 

0141-776-1532 M:07050-173080 
Gavin Jarvis. 

N o r t h 
Two new members to start off the 

year 2000. We welcome Ewan 
Cameron, from Elgin GC, and Shaun 
Macdonald, from Royal Dornoch 
GC. Welcome back to Carole Ross, 
who returns to work at Royal 
Dornoch after talcing time off to 
have a baby. 

Members might like to know who 
does what in your Section, so here is 
a list of your Committee and their 
duties. Chairman, Magazine and 
Education, Iain Macleod, Tain 
01862 894402. Vice Chairman and 
Treasurer Wilson Morrison, Alford 
01224 826289. Secretary Dougal 
Duguid, Westhill 01224 740329. 
Outings and Trophies Hugh 
McLatchie, Peterhead 01779 470173 
and Iain Gunn, Strathpeffer 01997 
420155. 200 Club Stewart McBain, 
Aberdeen 01224 733347. Raffles 
John Geddes, Ellon 01358 723034 
and Kevin Peace, Inverurie 01467 
625125 and last but not least 
Handicaps Stevie Sullivan, Craigie 
Hill 01738 632003. 

Of course all are on hand at events 
to ensure smooth running and will 
help members if at all possible. The 
Section is in good hands and all we 
ask is that members support the out-
ings and 200 Club so that we also 
remain financially solvent. Hughie 
McLatchie has some 50th 
Anniversary badges left from the 
Downfield outing and they are avail-
able at £4.00 each to anyone 
interested, a nice memento for mem-
bers of the Section. 

This month we have BTME at 
Harrogate and I look forward to see-
ing Section members there. John 
Geddes, Ellon, and Gordon Moir, St 
Andrews, are our two Patrons' Award 
winners and will be present as a result. 
Remember, support your Section and 
Association and next year it could be 
you. We must thank all the members 
of the Trade in Scotland who support 
the'Patrons' Scheme and make this 
award possible. See you in the 
Majestic on the first night! 

Happy New Year to all at H.Q. See 
you at BTME. 

Iain Macleod 
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and maintenance costs over a hydraulic system. The 721XR is the ultimate in 
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Ayrshire 
A guid New Year and Millennium 

to all our members and friends. I 
hope everyone achieves their targets 
in 2000 and it provides good weath-
er for successful greenkeeping after 
the recent difficult couple of years 
we have encountered. 

The Section AGM was held recent-
ly in the Parkstone Hotel, Prestwick. 
A small turnout was in attendance, 
surprise, surprise. Peter Boyd, our 
Regional Administrator, was also in 
attendance to see all the business 
conducted very smoothly. With no 
changes the following office bearers 
were elected to serve in 2000. 
Chairman, Duncan Gray, The Pines, 
Vice Chairman, Iain Barr, Largs 
Kelburn, Secretary Derek Wilson, 
Irvine Bogside, Committee, Jim 
Paton, West Kilbride, George Brown, 
William McMeikan, Jimmy 
Johnstone, All Turnberry, Brian 
Finlayson, Barassie, Harry 
Diamond, retired and Trade, Robert 
Bruce, Ritefeed. 

There are still vacancies on com-
mittee and come next year it will be 
essential to introduce new blood to 
the committee. If any member is 
remotely interested in joining the 
committee, please come forward. 
The Section outings were discussed 
for 2000 and arrangements are being 
made. We hope to confirm these 
venues at the next committee meet-
ing which is on Monday February 7 
at 3pm. Usual venue of the 
Parkstone Hotel. 

News has reached me of a special 
public services award won by Troon 
Municipal Golf Courses or South 
Ayrshire Council. This award is a 
tribute to the fine work carried out 
by Head Greenkeeper, Billy Fletcher 
and his greenstaff, on the Fullerton, 
Oakley and Lochgreen courses. 
Congratulations from the Ayrshire 
Section on this award. 
Congratulations also to Bobby 
Bennett who takes up the new posi-
tion of West of Scotland Sales 
Representative for Thorntrees. 
Bobby will take over from Mike 
Dooner who will move North and 
East to expand his empire. 

All roads lead to Harrogate this 
month and I look forward to joining 
Peter Boyd with the Scottish Region 
party on this trip to meet friends old 
and new and take in the seminars 
and exhibition. 

Any news call me on 01505 
683278, 

Iain Barr 

Central 
Well, I hope everyone has recov-

ered from celebrating the start of a 
new millennium and are ready for 
the season ahead. At the time of 
writing, December 3, some of our 
courses are covered in frost and 
snow which is a change from last 
winter when it seemed to rain all 
the time. Still the course will get a 
rest and we will have to work hard-
er in the next couple of months to 
catch up with the winter work 
before opening day comes around 
again. 

We are up and running already on 
the new members front with Alun 
Wotherspoon, Glenn Campbell, 
Andrew Clark, David Key, Malcolm 
Low and David MacGregor all from 
Murrayshall Golf Club, along with 
Charles Webb from Callander Golf 
Club joining the Section. As before, 
welcome to the Section lads and we 
look forward to meeting you in the 
near future. 

Congratulations go to Albert 
Arnott, from Dunnikier Golf Course, 
on his recent achievements at 
Elmwood College. Albert is a strong 
supporter of the Section, which is 
much appreciated by the committee 
as he has to take a day from his hol-
iday allocation to attend any events. 
Well done Albert. 

The first draw for 'Club 2000' will 
take place this month and the name 
of the winner of the £50 first prize 
will be in next months magazine 
along with the names of all those 
who failed to sell or return their two 
tickets. Thanks to everyone, mem-
bers and patrons who made the 
effort to support this venture, it is 
very much appreciated by your 
committee ana the funds raised will 
be put to good use. 

Maneuverability, Safety and Accuracy 
The 425D Articulator® features four articulating 25" cutting 
decks combined with a unique hydrostatic drive unit, and a 
Kubota 38hp water-cooled diesel engine. The result is a 
revolutionary, zero-turning radius, wide-area, contouring 
mower. The 425D has a wider wheel base, and lower centre 
of gravity to provide greater side-hill stability and safer cut-
ting on severe terrain. A mulching kit can be added to 
dispose of leaves, and height of cut can be changed in just 
5 seconds, giving you the finest finish mower in the world. 

m m 

I know it is only January, but the 
first golf tournament of the season 
will be taking place at St Andrews 
on Tuesday, April 11, the scores 
from which, along with the Autumn 
Tournament scores will determine 
the Section qualifiers for the 
BIGGA National Championship, so 
if you wish to compete in this event, 
remember to get your entry in early. 

Entry forms for the Inter-Club 
Tournament will be with you short-
ly and I would ask you to get your 
entries in as soon as possible in 
order that we can get the tourna-
ment underway before the Spring 
Tournament and completed before 
the Autumn Tournament. PLEASE. 

I am looking for venues for next 
year's two tournaments, so if you 
fancy hosting one on your course, 
or there is a particular course you 
fancy playing on, let me know and I 
will make the necessary approaches. 

Hopefully there will be more to 
report next month. 

John Crawford 

North East 
December 2 at South Moor Golf 

Club was again the venue for the 
AGM and the presentation of the 
years trophies. Well, what a turn 
out. Seeing was believing, I just 
could not get over it. The day went 
well, but very cold and windy, how-
ever, that did not stop Mai Lathan, 
of Hexham, knocking a round of 72 
gross less 1 = 72 net, bottle of 
Bacardi and to runners-up, Mark 
Pagan and Alan Ainscough, both of 
the host club, a bottle of vodka 
each. 

Just a memo to members that a 
repeat of this year's talk will be in 
operation in February, March 2000. 
All members will be notified by 
post. Thanks to Terry Charlton of 
Turf Care. 

Jimmy Richardson 

Sheffield 
Happy New Year and Millennium 

to you all. 
On 29 November we held our 

Christmas competition at Rotherham 
Golf Club. It was a perfect late 
autumn day for golf, especially after 
the winds we had the day prior to the 
event. Our thanks go to Rotherham 
Golf Club once again for giving us the 
courtesy of the course. 

Rotherham was again in excellent 
condition and our thanks go to Dave 
Chappell and his staff for an excellent 
job done. Well done Dave!. Thanks 
also to Brian Booth from Rigby 
Taylors who was the main sponsor of 
the competition. Thanks to all other 
trade members who provided prizes. 
Finally, thanks go to the catering staff 
who provided an excellent meal 
which was enjoyed by everyone. 

There was some excellent golf 
played in very good golfing condi-
tions. 

The overall winner was Simon 
Brown, from Worksop Golf Club, 
who played some very good golf, 
even chipping in a couple of times for 
a par! Well done Simon, not bad for 
a new member. 

Results: 1. Simon Brown; 2. Stuart 
Pygett; 3. John Dorach; 4. Alan 
Samson. Well done to all the prize 
winners. 

Finally congratulations go to 
Rother Valley Golf Club, and Head 
Greenkeeper Alan Halfyear, who 
were recently in Today's Golfer maga-
zine, voted third best club in Great 
Britain in the category of £20 and 
under green fee, and for best overall 
value. 

Rother Valley has been open for 
three and a half years, June 1996, 
and Alan has been Head 
Greenkeeper for the past two years 
and is gradually improving the course 
and still has a further three years of 
his initial programme to carry on the 
progression. 

Hopefully things will go from 
strength to strength. Alan and good 
luck in the future. Well done for get-
ting Rother Valley on the golnng 
map. Keep up the good work. 

John Lax 

Our unique patented belt-driven articu-
lating deck design gives you an 
unsurpassed quality and accuracy of cut 

DEMONSTRATION 
Call for a free demonstration in your area NOW! 

For your nearest dealer phone Marlwood Ltd 
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North Wa les 
I hope you have all recovered from 

the effects of the millennium bug! 
The government didn't tell me it 
affected the eyesight and balance. It 
also made me talk rubbish - nothing 
new there then! 

Back to the real world. The lecture 
at the college on pesticides and CDA 
sprayers was attended by over 40 
delegates, those sort or numbers 
makes it worthwhile. Excellent. 
Thanks go to Paul Clifton, of Rhone 
Poulenc, and Danny Jones, of ALS, 
also Graham Wright and the Welsh 
College for the use of their facilities. 

A moderation meeting for NVQ 
assessors was also held at the college 
on the same day, Howard McCauley 
gave us all the updates and how the 
GTC are pushing forward after the 
TSC report. If any assessors need 
help or guidance, please get in touch 
with me. 

The Christmas tournament and 
AGM was held at Royal St Davids, 
Harlech. A total of 65 competitors 
took part in what was a fantastic day 
Our thanks go to all the officials and 
members for allowing us the privi-
lege of playing their world class 
course. To Roger and his team for the 
presentation of undoubtedly one of 
really true tests of golf anywhere and 
to tne Secretary, David Markill, for 

making us so welcome and present-
ing the prizes. 

The winner was, for the second 
year running, Shaun Pritchard of 
Chirk, with 3 lpts who not only 
received the Toro Cup, he also is the 
first recipient of the Bill Lawson 
Shield which is awarded to the best 
score from an under 21 - he is in fact 
18, while Roy Hamer, of SDA 
Training, donated a golf shirt. 

I think it's great that our Section's 
only life member, a man with a life 
time of greenkeeping under his belt 
and SDA training are helping to 
encourage the younger greenkeeper. 
Thanks go to you. 

In second place was another young-
ster, Marc Brite, the current DGU 
champion, with 29pts and third, also 
29pts and definitely not a youngster, 
Dave Parry. The winner of the Rigby 
Taylor Cup for best aggregate over 
the year went to Allen Lewis. The 
best score of the day went to Trade 
member Terry Adamson with 34pts 
and the best guest with 33pts was 
David Austin. Longest drive, member 
Jeremy Hughes, guest Francis Cripps. 
Nearest the pin, member, Allen 
Lewis, guest Dave Austin. 

Thanks go to Aitkens, ALS, Acorn, 
SDA Training, Sportsworld and 
Walker Engineering for their support. 

Back to education. Remember 

the lecture on Soil & Water 
Management on Wednesday 12th 
January, 2.30 - 4.30 at the college. If 
you didn't go last time, make sure 
you do this time. It's an eye opener. 
Honest! 

Coach to BTME 19 January, 
Slaters Abergele 7am, Welsh College 
(Northop) 7.30 am. Sainsburys 
Petrol Station Cheshire Oaks 8am. 
free to members, £10 to guests. 

The college seminar is taking place 
on 23 February. I will inform you of 
speakers next month. 

At our AGM your committee has 
been re-elected, the faces are the 
same, however, Jeremy Hughes will 
be taking over the duties of Match 
Secretary from Trevor Johnston dur-
ing the year. Our Education Officer, 
Phil Davies, would appreciate any 
ideas from you as regards lectures for 
the coming year. If there is any sub-
ject you would like, let us know and 
we'll try our best. 

One final note, my ex boss, the 
man who put up with me from 1973 
- 1979, Len Sproxton has just had a 
hip replacement operation. Knowing 
Len as I do, he'll be chomping at the 
bit to get back to work. Take it easy 
OK. Watching the Reds will take 
your mind off it (bet that can be 
painful at times). 

Dave Goodridge 

C l e v e l a n d 
This is my first column and I 

would like to thank Kevin (Scoop) 
Heslop for writing the column for 
the last couple of years. He has made 
very little news into a very amusing 
and informative feature. Highlights 
from Kevin's past columns can be 
found at www.scoop.co.uk! 

Richmond Golf Club have a new 
space cadet on their staff. Oliver 
Shepard started straight from school 
in August. He's a mad Star Wars fan 
and has seen the new film ten times. 
His first Cleveland Section Golf 
Tournament was at Wynyard in 
October. He came second, winning a 
CD player. So Richmond also have a 
new bandit. 

The Autumn tournament at the 
Wynyard Club seems a long time ago 
now but here are the results. 1. 
Martin Woods, Wearside GC; 2. 
Oliver Shepard, Richmond GC; 3. 
Steven Jaques, Wynyard. Longest 
Drive, Martin(Tiger) Woods, 
Wearside GC. Nearest the Pin, Barry 
Walker, Wearside GC. The booby 
prize was highly contested but was 
eventually won by Craig of Bedale 
GC. 

Thanks to Gary Munro, Course 
Manager at Wynyard, for allowing 
us courtesy of the course. 

The event was a big success. Good 
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weather, good food and good compa-
ny helped in this success, but good 
organisation from the section Golf 
Committee was the key They are 
already on to the spring tournament. 
Watch this space for more details. 
Hopefully the spring event will be 
well supported by greenkeepers. If 
you have never been to a tourna-
ment or haven't been for a while, an 
extra effort to attend would be 
appreciated. You will be made wel-
come and remember, a bad days golf 
is better than a good days work. 

On the 11 November at Darlington 
Golf Club, Andy Veltman of Par 4 
Irrigation gave a talk on new and 
future developments in irrigation 
technology. It was an interesting and 
informative talk. Thanks to Andy for 
coming to see us. 

If you have any news contact me 
on 07808 196558. 

Steven Jaques 

North West 
On 25 November we had the 

AGM, Christmas dinner and played 
for the President's Cup at Wilmslow 
GC. The weather this time was dry 
and sunny and the golf was good. 
The course which is a great test of 
golf was in superb condition, thanks 
to Steve Oultram and his dedicated 
staff who had been out mowing 

greens by hand in the early hours of 
darkness. This has become a popular 
tournament over the last few years 
with more members turning up each 
year. This year we had 53 members 
playing and of course 53 members 
attending the AGM which is a great 
improvement over recent years. The 
winner of the "President's Cup" was 
Mike Davie, the N.W Chairman for 
the next two years. The longest drive 
was won by Paul Pearse, and the 
nearest the pin was won by Mike 
Bottomley. The two beautiful cut 
glass bowls were donated by Rufford 
Soil. Technology, so at last Mike 
Bottomley got to take home a prize 
for his wife. All competitors had to 
bring a bottle for the prize table, so 
that everybody left with a prize. 

The golf was followed by the AGM 
and that did not take long as all 
members seemed happy with the 
accounts etc. Steve Oultram, who 
had been Chairman for the last two 
years, handed over the 
Chairmanship to Mike Davie who 
will hold office for the next two 
years. The committee chose to serve 
for a further year and Mike 
Bottomley was voted onto the com-
mittee. 

The AGM was followed by the 
Christmas dinner which was beauti-
fully prepared by Gwen Chason who 

had just returned from a holiday in 
Florida and the bar kept everybody 
well watered. I would like to thank 
Steve and his staff for getting up so 
early and preparing the course, the 
caterers for keeping us well fed and 
Wilmslow GC for allowing us cour-
tesy of the course. 

That seems to be it for now, so I 
wish you all a happy new year and 
will see you on the Northern Region 
stand at Harrogate. 

Bert Cross 

East Midlands 
This year's AGM and Golf 

Tournament was hosted by 
Radcliffe-on-Trent GC on November 
3. The day was blessed with pleasant 
Autumn sunshine, with the format 
for the day being a three ball Texas 
Scramble. All seven teams were able 
to produce very respectable scores in 
the conditions and once again, this 
proved to be a very popular format 
for all those who participated. The 
eventual team winners were Gary 
Thurman, Gavin Robson and Brian 

Booth. Gross 69 Nett 64. Second 
Ian Needham, Pete Larter and 
Darren Moody. 

I would like to thank Radcliffe-on-
Trent GC for extending courtesy of 
their excellent golf course and also to 
our very generous sponsors Vitax Ltd 
for providing a grand prize table. 
Also I would like to thank Richard 
O'Hara, Head Greenkeeper and his 
staff for a very well presented course, 
not forgetting the Steward & 
Stewardess for a fantastic evening 
meal. 

Moving onto the serious business 
of the AGM, there is very grave con-
cern about the lack of numbers that 
are now attending Section events 
and the committee will be sending a 
questionnaire to all members to find 
out what comments and opinions 
they have on this matter. I would like 
to thank our retiring Chairman, 
Dave Leatherland, who during the 
last two years has done a lot of ster-
ling work for our Section, and I 
would also like to welcome our new 
Chairman, Gavin Robson. 

The rest of the committee is as fol-
lows, Vice-Chairman, Adie Porter; 
Secretary, Antony Bindley; Treasurer, 
Richard Barker; Committee 
Members, Dave Leatherland, Ian 
Needham, Tim Allard and Jeff 
Dickinson. Regional Board 



Members, Richard Barker &L Antony 
Bindley May I once again remind all 
members that if they wish to attend 
any Section event, your form and 
remittance must be returned to the 
Secretary before the closing date. 

If any members are interested in a 
four day chainsaw course at 
Ramsdale Park GC next March, 
please contact Course Manager, 
Steve Levers on 0115 965 5600 for 
further details. 

Three dates for your diary May 10 
Spring Tournament, Chilwell Manor 
GC. 20 September, Autumn 
Tournament, Market Harborough 
GC. and 1 November AGM 
Tournament, Park Hill GC. Also the 
section hope to organise the follow-
ing activities in the near future. A 
visit to Pride Park, home of Derby 
County FC. A trip to Toro Lely UK 
and a Go-Kart evening. 

Antony Bindley 

Mid Anglia 
The Midland Regional Seminar 

was held in our Section once again at 
Mentmore Golf Club towards the 
end of November. It was good to see 
an improvement in numbers attend-
ing this year, with 60 members on 
the day. 

A number of interesting topics 
were covered by the speakers, 
notably bio-organics, computer 
aided greenkeeping and rules of golf 
relating to greenkeeping. The Course 
Manager of the Buckinghamshire, 
Phil Chiverton, also gave an 
excellent presentation on the main-
tenance of a high profile golf course. 
Neil Thomas, the Executive Director 
of BIGGA and Gordon Child, 
Chairman were welcome guests for 
the day 

Peter Larter, our Regional 
Administrator, organised the day 
superbly It is disappointing that the 
Region will be losing Peter shortly, 
but we wish him well in his new 
appointment and thank him for his 
hard work over the last three years. 
Our thanks go once again to 
Mentmore, for providing us with 
excellent facilities during the day. 

Our last golf event of the millenni-
um was our ever popular Texas 
Scramble event, which this year took 
place at the exceptional Brocket Hall 
in early December. As ever, the event 
was oversubscribed. Twenty-six 
teams competed over an immacu-
lately presented golf course. Course 
Manager, John Wells, and Head 
Greenkeeper, John Moorhouse, 
along with all the staff at Brocket 
Hall must be thanked for their 
efforts in making an enjoyable day 
for all concerned. The hospitality 
shown by Brocket Hall was superb 
and our thanks for allowing us cour-
tesy of the course. 

The top three teams are as follows: 
1. M. Whittle, R. Howson, B. Healy, 
S. Coulson, Woburn, 59.5; 2. S. 
Aiston, N. Pestle, G. Shield, A. 
Males, Mid Herts, 59.9; 3. J. 
Moorhouse, L. Cant, J. Hatton, D. 

Wright, Brocket Hall, 60. Nearest 
the pin: J. Woodward. Longest 
Drive: C. Yeomans. 

A presentation was made to Chris 
Brook, who won "Golfer of the Year" 
as well as Frank Scullion and 
Duncan Seiling, who were victors in 
the Lodgway Four Ball final. 

Chris Rook, from the Lodgeway 
Company, was in attendance and 
pledged nis support for the competi-
tion next year. Avoncrop Amenity 
products were the main sponsors for 
the day, along with a number of 
other companies who once again 
supported the Section. Many thanks 
to you all. 

Finally, I'm sure we are all looking 
forward to Harrogate once again, 
whether attending workshops, the 
National Conference, seminar pro-
grammes or the trade show. Hope to 
see you there! 

Paul Lockett 

Midland 
On December 8 at Little Aston 

Golf Club the Christmas 
Tournament and AGM was held. 
The results were as follows: 

Winning team were: Nigel 
Couchman, Alan Cutler, Eric 
Thomas, John Walker. 

Nearest the pin was David Brazier 
with a fantastic hole-in-one. Longest 
Drive was won by Tony Cheese. 
Many thanks to Steve Hanlow from 
Burrows who was our main sponsors. 
Congratulations on behalf of the 
Section to Little Aston Golf Club 
and especially to Andrew Borraston 
for presenting the course in excellent 
condition. 

The new committee elected at this 
AGM will be as follows: President, 
Alan Kit. Chairman, Peter 
Richmond; Secretary, Jonathan 
Wood; Members of Committee -
Rhys Thomas, Eddie Stant, Peter 
Holtham, Andrew Smith. 

Finally I would like to wish Tony 
Cheese all the best in his new role as 
Rigby Taylor Representative for the 
Midlands Section. 

Jonathan Wood 

Berks, Bucks & Oxon 
The Turkey Trot was held at the 

Lambourne Club on November 25 
and was a superb day 

The sun was shining like it was 
July and incredibly the majority 
played in short sleeves. 

Congratulations to everyone con-
nected with the Lambourne, 
especially to Tony, Geoff and the 
team. The course was in excellent 
condition. Thanks also go to the 
catering staff who provided a lovely 
meal, the members who gave us 
courtesy of the course for the day 
and also to the Avoncrop Team who 
sponsored the event. 

The committee would also like to 
thank F.T.T. Richard Fontmeuller has 
attended the majority of this seasons 
events and the company have donat-
ed raffle prizes throughout the 

The results of the day were as fol-
lows: 3. 81 points, D. Goodchild, C. 
Wright S l C. Small; 2. 83 points, V 
Riches, M. Ely and C. Evans; 1. 86 
points, J. Brooks, D. Scillachi &. L. 
Bishop. 

L. Bishop also won nearest the pin 
and, thanks to his new driver, J. 
Bowness won the longest drive. To 
think we used to call him Nancy 
Lopez. Well done to all the winners, 

the scoring was excellent. The AGM 
followed the golf day and was pret-
ty painless as far as AGM's go, 
although there were a couple of 
important points brought up. Some 
members are still not receiving 
invites to the events and some are 
not receiving magazines. It was 
explained that the mailing lists 
come direct from H Q and enquiries 
on these points will be made before 

Without doubt, the new \£rti-
Drain Mustang is the fastest, most 
effective aerator on the market today. 

Whilst it still features the unique, 
patented 'heave' action, there are many 
new improvements, including single 
point arm adjustment, a stronger tine 
support system and fewer working parts. 



the next meeting. Some of the mem-
bers are also having difficulty 
finding event locations, including 
myself, so it was suggested that it 
may be an idea to put a contact 
number at the given Club on the 
competition application form. The 
trade have been a big help financial-
ly this year and this is showing in 
the end of year closing accounts and 
we as a Section value your contin-

ued support. Last, but not least, 
congratulations to Ray Clarke on 
two counts. 

Firstly on his marriage the day 
after the Turkey Trot and secondly, 
for keeping it a secret from the 
whole Section. We wish you and 
your new wife all the best Ray. 

Happy New Year to you all. 

Ross Wilson. 

South East Region 
Due to the generosity of sponsors, 

the Region was able to keep fees 
extremely low for this event held at 

Writtle College, Chelmsford in 
November. This coupled with the 
impressive array of speakers 
arranged for the day accounted for 
such good support with around 120 
members and associate members 
attending. 

The theme of the Seminar was 
"Greenkeeping - The next 
Millennium" and covered aspects of 
greenkeeping, past, present and 

It can drive its 6" tines, solid or 
hollow, at a faster rate than any other 
aerator, which makes it the perfect 
machine for high speed runs down the 
fairway and for even shorter work on the 
greens. 

The new Mustang joins the market-
leading range of \ferti-Drains that have 

outsold and outperformed all 
competitors for the past 20 years. 

And, with an aerator to suit 
virtually every application, it's the widest 
range available anywhere. 

But one word of caution. 
The new Mustang is fast; so fast 

that you may get done in a flash. 

Contact us now for further 
information or a demonstration of the new 
Verti-Drain Mustang on 01428 661222. 

Charterhouse Turf Machinery Ltd, 
Wkydown Industrial Estate, Weydown 
Road, Haslemere, Surrey, GU27 1DW 
Tel: 01428 661222. Fax: 01428 661218. 

E-Mail: ctm@dircon.co.uk 
Web Site: http://www.redexim.com 
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future. Chaired by Regional 
Chairman, Raymond Day, the 
Seminar opened up with Dr Tim 
Lodge speaking on Top Dressings 
and Rootzone Materials. Tim was 
followed by Mark Hunt , on 
Fertiliser Requirements and the 
morning closed with an interest-
ing talk from Giles Wardle on 
Golf Course Irrigation. 

Dr Alan Gange kicked off the 
af ternoon session with 
Biostimulation tha t was itself 
stimulating and the last lecture 
was from Brian Robinson on 
Grass Seed Technology. There 
then followed a lively question 
and answer session. 

The Region is most grateful to 
Martin Forrester, Carl Crocher 
and the Essex Commit tee for 
their work which contributed to 
this event and, of course, to our 
sponsors:- Gem Professional, 
Avoncrop Amenity, Bailey's of 
Norfolk, Driving Force Leisure, 
Payne and Sons, Rigby Taylor, P. 
Tuckwell Ltd, UAP Ltd and 
Ernest Doe and Sons. 

Derek Farrington 

Essex 
I would like to start by wishing 

everyone a Happy New Year and 
hope you all enjoyed the hectic 
festive season, indulged in the rit-
ual of Christmas food and drink, 
sounds like a TV programme? If 
the weather has been kind to us 
our stress levels of 'fuz' attack to 
our greens over the holiday peri-
od will be minimal. 

Our AGM and Christmas Golf 
Compet i t ion took place mid 
December at Rochford Hundred, 
kindly sponsored by Ernest Doe 
<Sl Sons. Any changes and results 
will appear in February's Around 
the Green. 

Two reports outstanding from 
November are the South East 
Seminar and Go Karting. The 
Seminar held at Writtle was a 
great success with 120+ people 
a t tending the day and as a 
Section I would like to thank the 
guest speakers, sponsors and 
Writtle College for their hard 
work and contributions on the 
day. 

A little reminder from Ian 
Willett to make a note in your 
' 2000 ' diary tha t this year's 
Seminar takes place on November 
14 at Thorpeness Golf Club and 
hopefully a coach will be laid on, 
but more details later on in the 
year. 

The Annual Go-Karting event 
was once again held at the 
Indikart Track, Colchester on 
November 26. Nine teams 
entered the three hour endurance 
race with the 1998 winners, 
Stapleford Abbots managing only 
fourth place this time around. 

The new champions are 
Chelmsford who completed 490 
laps in a close competition with 

only two laps separating them 
and third place. 

Race classification after three 
hours. 1. Chelmsford, 490 laps. 2. 
Colchester, 489 laps, 3. Abridge 
B, 488 laps. 4. Stapleford Abbots, 
478 laps. 5. Abridge A, 478 laps, 
6. South Upminster, 478 laps. 7. 
Rolawn, 477 laps. 8. Swans, 474 
laps. 9. Does, 470 laps. For the 
success of the Go-Karting to con-
tinue, we will be looking for a 
sponsor or two. 

Anyone interested please tele-
phone Martin Forrester on 01245 
603131. 

The next two Section events 
will be the return of evening lec-
tures at Writtle College, starting 
at 7.30 pm. One in February ana 
the other in March. Our man 
John Sinclair, as ever, will endeav-
our to find quality guest speakers, 
so please attend to make all his 
efforts worthwhile. 

Our First new member to the 
Section in this Millennium year is 
Peter Montague, Head 
Greenkeeper at Belhus Park Golf 
Course. Welcome Peter, hope to 
see you in the near future at one 
of this year's events. 

Well that's all from me now. See 
you at BTME. 

Dave Wells. 

London 
Since the retirement of my boss, 

Fred Plumeridge, in the spring, 
life has been very hectic and I 
have not had time to chase 
enough news for a monthly col-
umn. However, there has been 
some news to report and this is a 
brief summary of the Section in 
1999. 

Mervyn Downing, of Aldenham, 
had a good day at The 
Gentleman's Dinner at Walton 
Heath - he won the putting com-
petition, came 4th overall and 
won the Greenkeepers and Guest 
prize with Freddie Hague with 
scores of 38 and 36, winning a 
Waterford Crystal clock. 

John Kerr, of Enfield, successful-
ly completed NVQ Level 4 at 
Oaklands College. He started in 
September 1998 and completed it 
at Easter 1999. Dave Watts and 
Spencer Wood, also of Enfield, 
completed Level 3. 

The BIGGA qualifier was held 
by kind permission of Hadley 
Wood Golf Club and prepared by 
Craig Handyside, the Course 
Manager, his deputy, Rob 
Washbrook and the rest of the 
team. The course was in super 
condition and we were very lucky 
with the weather, having a lovely 
bright day. Thirty attended and 
best net t score was by Larry 
Eden, best gross score was by Ian 
Semple and the best score of the 
Guests was by Mark Day. 

The London to Brighton Bike 
Ride on 20 June was graced by a 
team from Highgate Golf Club. 

Team training consisted of 600 
miles of pedalling around the 
area, using golf clubs as boundary 
markers around the routes taken. 
Team Captain, Derek Mason, 
plus Russell Ling, Richard 
Andrews, James Seisun, Tony 
Lashmar and Ben Mason were the 
greenkeeping contingent and they 
were joined by three other mem-
bers of staff and three Highgate 
Golf Club members. Departing 
from the club car park at 5.30 am 
the lads pedalled to the start at 
Clapham Common and set off for 
Brighton at 6.30 am. The journey 
was completed in under four 
hours and everyone finished! All 
proceeds were donated to The 
British Heart Foundation. Any 
remedies for saddle sores, please 
forward to Highgate Golf Club, 
for the attention of Mr Russell 
Ling. 

The Summer Tournament was 
hosted by Dyrham Park and pre-
pared by Course Manager, Don 
Wilson. The course was in excel-
lent condition and as ever, the 
facilities and food were of the 
highest standard. 1. Mark Talbot, 
2. Ian Semple and 3. Paul Clark. 
Nearest the Pin won by Ian 
Semple and longest drive by Alex 
Mclndoe. The Trade Prize was 
won by S. Headley and the King 
Pin Prize sponsored by Mark 
Pyrah. 

In September Assistant 
Greenkeeper William Long, of 
Aldenham Golf Club, was sadly 
killed in a road accident. 
Travelling home after a night's 
rabbit shooting, William's vehicle 
left the road and he was killed 
instantly. Condolences to his fam-
ily and all who knew him. 

The Turkey Trot was held at Old 
Fold Manor, on November 11. 
The turn out was a disappointing 
25. Those who did not make it 
missed a great day. The course 
was in fantastic nick, Johnny 
Beck provided excellent refresh-
ments at The Halfway House and 
the catering was superb. Special 
thanks to Sean Downes, Old 
Fold's Catering Manager, and all 
the dining room staff for making 
a very entertaining evening. The 
winner was J. Palmer, Stockley 
Park, with 45 points and 2. was J. 
Haynes, of Northwood, with 36 
points. The winner won a 
Christmas turkey supplied by 
Rigby Taylor, who were represent-
ed on the day by Dennis Smith 
and Mark Stidwill. 

The AGM was also held on the 
same day and there are some 
changes to the Committee. After 
six years hard work, Don Wilson 
has decided to step down from 
the committee and on behalf of 
the Section I would like to thank 
him for all of his time and effort. 
Elected to the Committee were: 
Robert Phillips, of Sandy Lodge, 
and Kenny Mackay, of Hanbury 

Manor, with Tony Dunstan, Ian 
Semple and Craig Handyside con-
tinuing to stand. 

These men need your support. 
Do not take the golf days for 
granted, they take a lot of organ-
ising! A higher level of attendance 
is required by you, the members, 
to make the golf days a success 
and new venues are required. Has 
your club hosted a BIGGA event? 

Peter Hopkinson 

Sur rey 
Congratulations to Brian Turner 

for winning the Toro Award for 
Excellence in Greenkeeping. 
Having played in the McMillan 
Tankard Competition in August at 
Sunningdale with 40 + greenkeep-
ers, we all saw then why this award 
is truly deserved. 

Golf World magazine has 
recently published the 1000 best 
courses in Britain and Ireland and 
this time it's congratulations to 
Andrew Hall and his greenkeepers 
for being part of the team at St 
George's Hill that made it to 17th 
place, the highest for a Surrey 
Club. Other Surrey placings were 
19th Sunningdale Old course, 
26th Hankley Common, 41st 
Walton Heath and 88th 
Sunningdale New. Thanks to 
Andrew who overcame his natural 
modesty to point this out to me. 

Surrey Section played its last 
golf competi t ion of 1999 on 
Tuesday, November 30 at West 
Hill. Thanks to Terry Huntley for 
arranging the day which a mas-
sive turn out of 80 golfers 
thoroughly enjoyed. Thank you 
to West Hill for courtesy of the 
course and the catering staff for 
an excellent meal. The results 
were 1. Bob Rogers 41 points; 2. 
John Davidson 37 points; 3. 
Steve Holmes, 37 points. 4. Mark 
Harvey, 36 points; 5. Gordon Bell 
36 points; 6. John Mathis 36 
points; 7. Gareth Roberts 36 
points. Thank you to Pattissons 
for sponsoring the prizes. 

The winners of the Huxley Bowl 
this year were Tom Smith and 
Richard Penley-Martin, from 
Merrist Wood Golf Club, and 
they were presented with the tro-
phy by David Luxford and John 
Welling from Sisis, the new own-
ers of Huxleys. This competition 
will in future be sponsored by 
Sisis. 

The Surrey Section AGM took 
place at West Hill and minutes 
were recorded for circulation next 
year. Tom Smith was voted on to 
the Committee and all current 
members will continue to stand. 

Brian Willmott 

Kent 
There is plenty of news to catch 

up on as there has not been any-
thing printed for a little while - my 
apologies. Let's start with the golf 
day held at Tandridge in October. 



The results were as follows. Best 
Nett D. Clark; Best Gross, D. 
Kelso 2. Nett J. Fullagher; 2. Gross 
A. Pearson; 3. Nett G. Royden 3. 
Gross G. Elliot. The Trade and 
Guest winner was John Hills. 

Many thanks to all concerned at 
Tandridge for the courtesy of the 
course and the excellent meal 
which followed an excellent golf 
course. 

While all this was taking place 
the National Championship was 
being held at Carden Park. I'm 
afraid Kent did not win but it was 
a thoroughly enjoyable weekend. I 
would just like to say hello to 
Robert Challacombe and Dave 
Cuthbertson, who helped to make 
it an enjoyable stay. I would also 
like to mention to everyone that 
Neil Gilham, who I shared a room 
with, kept we awake with his snor-
ing. Sorry mate! 

In November there was the 
Regional Seminar at Writtle 
College, which was very informa-
tive and interesting and a credit to 
all concerned. 

Next up was the AGM at 
Wildernesse. There are several 
points to note for those who did 
not at tend (which happened to 
be about 95%). They are that 
John Fullagher has joined the 
committee, which is greatly 
appreciated by all. Secondly that 
Gary Debenham, of Broughton 
GC, has taken over as Secretary 
from the ever present Huw 
Morgan, who is sadly stepping 
down. It could be said that every-
body will miss the hard work 
Huw has put in over the years. 
So from all concerned thanks for 
all your efforts and best wishes 
for the future. 

The last golf day was the 
Turkey Trot and Chris tmas 
Dinner at Darenth Valley GC in 
early December. The winner was 
D. Wood with 38pts (bandit) and 
nearest the pin was G. Elliot. 

We would also like to say a big 
thank you to all of the sponsors 
for their generosity, who made the 
day possible, as they did through-
out the year, and we look forward 
to your continued support for the 
coming year - which looks pros-
perous. 

We are also looking for new 
venues for the coming season so if 
your club would be interested 
then please contact us with 
details. Next month I shall have 
some new ideas for the coming 
year which will hopefully make it 
more interesting and appeal to a 
wider audience. 

Anyway I hope everybody had a 
Happy Christmas and an enjoy-
able New Year and I hope that 
you all enjoy yourselves at 
Harrogate. 

Any news, views or gossip give 
us a call on 01474 879200 or 
0402 573994. 

Kneale Diamond 

Devon & Cornwall 
A happy new Millennium to you 

all, I hope you have had an enjoyable 
festive season. 

The Section's first meeting of the 
new century will be the Barenburg 
Seeds meeting which will be held at 
The Warren Golf Club on 
Wednesday, January 28, the day will 
be once again be sponsored by 
Barenburg Seed. The day will start 
with a singles Stableford golf compe-
tition with start times between 
8.30am-10am. For non golfers the 
course walk will leave the clubhouse 
at approximately 10.30am. After 
lunch there will be an educational 
talk, please make sure your entries 
have been sent back to me by 
Monday, January 17, as I will be at 
BTME that week. 

Our Devon Garden Machinery-
sponsored meeting was held at 
Manor House Hotel on Wednesday, 
November 17, this meeting was also 
the Section's AGM. 

As always the day started with our 
golfing members competing for the 
Toro Trophy, which was played in a 
foursome format. Our non golfing 
members were treated to an excellent 

ided tour of the course by Course 
anager, Mike Symonds. 

After an excellent lunch Alan 
Dommett, from Devon Garden 
Machinery, presented the prizes on 
behalf of Toro and DGM to. 

1. Andy Parker, Credition, <SL Tony 
Vokes, St Austell, 27pts; 2.Tony 
Gooch, Torrington, & Billy Spratt, 
Phoenix Irrigation, 26pts on back 9; 
3. Simon Coombes, Daintion & 
Gerald Ayliffe, Wranaton, 26pts. 

The Section would like to express 
its gratitude to the day's sponsor 
Devon Garden Machinery for its 
support and to the Management of 
Manor House for allowing our 
Section use of their excellent facili-
ties and to all the Manor House staff 
for making the section so welcome. 
Special thanks must go to Mike 
Symonds and his crew who had the 
course in fine condition. 

The Section's AGM followed the 
golf presentation and was opened by 
the Chairman Terry Farkins. 

The Section Administrator opened 
his report with the balance sheet for 
the year ending September 30. He 
explained that during the last finan-
cial year the board of management 
had called an EGM, as it had come 
apparent that a few changes to the 
constitution regarding the financial 
issues needed to be made. The main 
change was to make sure that 
Section funds would be independent 
and wouldn't be included into the 
main account for end of year figures. 
Also, the constitution now requires 
section accounts to be professionally 

audited, which have been done this 
year. 

The Section remains indebted to all 
the companies who have sponsored 
the section meetings over the last 
year, namely Avoncrop, Barenbrug, 
Devon Garden Machinery, PJ. Flegg, 
Rhone Poulenc, Rorfeys and 
Supaturf. 

This financial year also saw a 
change in sponsorship of the fixture 
cards after the two year agreement 
with P.J. Flegg was completed. The 
Administrator thanked Patrick Flegg 
for his company,s sponsorship and 
further development of our fixture 
cards over the past two years. As you 
are aware our new sponsor for the 
next two years are Rigby Taylor who 
have continued the further develop-
ment of the cards bringing colour 
onto them. The Administrator 
thanked Martin Samuel for his sup-
port in securing the sponsorship and 
development of the cards. He also 
informed members present that the 
Section made a profit of £279.22 
compared with a slight loss of 
£89.53 on the previous year. 
Although the Section made a profit, 
the administrator felt that members 
must keep membership participation 
at section meetings as possible to 
ensure the section can continue to 
secure sponsorship of our section 
meetings & fixture cards. 

He asked members to make every 
effort to attend as many meetings as 
possible and add that every member 
present could help the section by 
contacting a member who you know 
doesn't attend and invite him or her 
along. 

Approval of accounts proposed A. 
Parker seconded D. Blake 

The Chairman opened his report 
by informing members that it had 
been a pleasure and an honour to 
serve as Chairman over the past year. 
He continued by congratulating 
Mike Bush, Deputy Superintendent 
at St Mellion, and William Collins, 
Head Greenkeeper at Falmouth, on 
their tremendous achievement in 
reaching the national finals of the 
Toro Student of the year finals. Also, 
he congratulated Tony James, of 
Tehidy Park, on winning the 
Charterhouse &. Scotts National 
Championship held at Carden Park. 

The Chairman's final congratula-
tions were passed on to Gordon 
Child who is completing his second 
year as National Chairman a posi-
tion that he thoroughly deserves for 
his contribution to greenkeeping 
over the years. 

The Westurf trade show this year 
was a massive success and an ideal 
venue for our members and hopes 
that all members will support the 
show next year as it will be bigger 
and better than this year, the 
Chairman congratulated the 
Regional Administrator, Paula 
Humphries, who has redirected 
Westurf into a show with a future. 
Her hard work and enthusiasm for 
greenkeeping is a big asset to our 

Region. The Chairman thanked 
Paula on behalf of the section for all 
her hard work and wished her a 
speedy recovery from her radiothera-
py treatment. The Chairman on 
closing his report passed on the 
Section's thanks to all the trade com-
panies who have supported the 
Section over the last year this was 
very much appreciated and he 
thanked members for helping the 
Section to be so successful. He 
thanked Richard Wisdom for repre-
senting the Section so well on the 
Regional Board, with the Chairman's 
final thanks going to Richard 
Whyman who is without doubt the 
best Section Administrator in the 
Country. 

Committee elected. T. Farkins, 
Chairman & Regional Board 
Member. C. Rawlings, Vice 
Chairman. R. Wisdom, Regional 
Board Member, C. Gadsby, S. 
Getson, M. Morgan, M. Samuel, 
President one year term, A. 
Dommett, Trade member two year 
term, J. Palfrey, Trade member three 
year term), R. Whyman, Section 
Administrator. 

In November the Section held its 
first pesticide training course and 
test at Bude & North Cornwall 
which was sponsored by Farm 
Industries Ltd Textron dealers for 
Cornwall, After the excellent training 
course the course achieved 100% 
pass rate, congratulations to all. I am 
planing another course in February, 
for details please contact me on 
01288 353438. 

I finish my Section report on a sad 
note with the news that Jack Manley 
who was Head Greenkeeper at 
Torquay Golf Club for many years 
and an active member of the Section 
passed away in November. The 
Section's thoughts go to Jack's family. 

Richard Whyman 

South Coast 
Welcome to the 21st Century. I 

hope that you all had a good time 
and didn't end up too much under 
the weather with all the celebrations. 
A Happy New Year to everybody. 
Let's hope that BIGGA can really 
push forward and build on all the 
good work that has been done. 

Details of the AGM and the 
Christmas Stableford will be in the 
next month's report. 

Our first event for the Year 2000 
will be at Canford Magna. The date 
and time January 12 at 10am. The 
speaker will be Bob Buckingham. He 
will be talking about Toro products. 
This will be followed by lunch and 
nine holes of golf. Let's hope the 
weather will be a bit better than it 
was last year. If I remember rightly, 
the golf was rained off. 

On Thursday February 8 our 
Section/Regional Seminar will be 
held at Sparsholt College. Some very 
good speakers have been arranged by 
Jef, our very able secretary. Details 
should be with you by the time you 
read this report. Those of you wish-
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ing to attend, return your cheques 
and entrance slips to Jef Drake as 
soon as possible. This is to make sure 
the caterers have an idea of how 
many will be attending. Jef has put a 
lot of hard work into organising this 
seminar. It is up to all or us as mem-
bers of the section to make every 
effort to attend and give the seminar 
our total support. 

Looking ahead to March 8, a talk 
from a representative of Scotts 
Fertilisers at Crane Valley Golf Club. 
This will be followed by lunch and 9 
holes of golf. 

Ken Lodge 

South Wales 
Looking back on Wednesday, 

November 17 our Section seminar 
was a great success and well attend-
ed, thanks to Derrick Cashmore 
who, on behalf of the Principal, wel-
comed our Section to Pencoed 
College huge thank you to the speak-
ers o f the day Graham Francis, Tony 
Webster of TIS, Len Dixon of Field 
Capacity, Peter Hampton of Bernard 
&. Co Ltd, David Shelton of 
Sheltons Sports Drainage Solutions. 
Also thanks to Ken Richardson who 
travelled down to be at the seminar 
I'm sure like us you enjoyed the day 
Ken, thanks again for supporting the 
Section. Thanks to the caterers for 
the spread which was delicious. A 
presentation was made on the day to 
Peter Gillard for his commitment 
and friendship to the Section after 
his second retirement. Last but not 
least our compere for the day was 
none other than the legendary 
Malcolm Davies who made the day 
run so smooth. 

On November 24 the Regional 
Seminar held at Cannington College 
was well attended. The speakers con-
sisted of Dr Mike Canaway, from 
STRI; Dr Bob Daniels, of Scotts; Dr 
Danny Thorogood, of IGER; Dr 
Stephen Bernard, of Bernard & Co 
Ltd, and Prof Bill Adams, of the 
University of Wales. Lots of relevant 
and useful information gained in 
attending the day. Thanks to the 
host of the day Richard Whyman 
from the Devon & Cornwall Section 
what a splendid job. 

Bring you up-to-date with the 
results of the golf, AGM and the gos-
sip at P&K next month and what 
Tony Home presents us with in our 
evening lecture this month. February 
sees guest speaker Peter Johnson on 
Wednesday 9th, at Pencoed College 
Speaker for March the 8th is yet to 
be announced. 

Richard Hatcher 

S o u t h West 
A very happy new Millennium to 

all members of the South West 
Region. I hope your computers are 
still in good working order and that 
you haven't picked up any nasty 
viruses over the holiday period. 

The Autumn Tournament took 
place at Bristol & Clifton, on 
November 11, and was kindly spon-

sored by Rigby Taylor. Once every-
one had worked out how to actually 
get into the clubhouse, the day itself 
proved to be very successful. 1999 
has seen many changes taking place 
at Bristol & Clifton, with the instal-
lation of fairway irrigation being the 
most important. Despite all the 
ongoing work, Matt Hawker and his 
team did a great job in getting the 
course into superb shape. The result 
of the tournament was as follows :-
1. Nigel Pring, 36 points; 2. J.Byrne, 
35 points; 3. K. May, 33 points; 4. G. 
Cook, 32 points. 

Following the meal, the prizes were 
handed out by Hugh Martin, of 
Rigby Taylor, who also handed over a 
cheque for £42 from the nearest the 
pin competition to the Captain of 
Bristol & Clifton, which will go to a 
nominated charity. Thanks were 
given to everyone connected with 
Bristol and Clifton including the 
committee, caterers, greenkeeper 
and Rigby Taylor for sponsoring the 
evert. 

The AGM then followed with a 
number of issues being discussed. 
One of the main concerns from 
many of those attending was that 
even though the Section has a mem-
bership of around 290, it was the 
same 40 to 50 members who turned 
out and supported every event. 
Where are the missing 240 mem-
bers? Anyone with ideas about 
getting more of the members 
involved with the sectional events, 
should contact someone on the 
regional committee with their ideas. 

One idea also discussed was the 
introduction of a handicap system 
just for our own tournaments, which 
would allow more fairer competition. 
John Keenaghan volunteered to look 
after this area. 

The AGM said a sad goodbye to 
Ivor Scoones who is retiring from his 
position as Regional Secretary. Ivor 
has played a crucial role in tne for-
mation and running of the BIGGA 
South West Region, contributing a 
huge amount of time and hard work 
for the benefit of all greenkeepers. 
Ivor's input will be particularly 
missed at committee meetings 
(although on the lighter side, it was 
acknowledged that these meetings 
will take place in half the time with 
Ivor's absence). 

The meeting also showed its appre-
ciation for the work of Peter 
Baynton, who is stepping down from 
his role as Secretary. Peter has done 
an excellent job of what is the most 
demanding of all the sectional jobs. 
His replacement will be Chris Jack. 

Also taking place in November was 
the Regional Seminar held once 
again at Cannington College. The 
theme of the day was Research, from 
which a number of interesting 
speeches were given. I thought the 
speech from Stephen Bernhard 
about a new approach to reel main-
tenance was particular thought 
provoking and impressive. Many 
thanks are given to Cannington 

College for hosting the event, all the 
companies that sponsored the event, 
all the speakers and their contribu-
tions and of course to Paula 
Humphries once again for all her 
hard work in organising the event. 

The next event this year will be the 
Winter Tournament being held at 
Painswick G.C. on February 23. Your 
attendance at this event would be 
very much appreciated. If you would 
like to take part in the over 50s com-
petition in June this year, Terry 
Humphrey would be glad to hear 
from you. His telephone number is 
01454 778871. 

I have arranged a number of train-
ing courses for early part of this year 
including the following: A one day 
First Aid Course to be held at the 
Southern Ambulance Training 
College, Chippenham, on Tuesday 
February 15th. 

A one day Abrasive Wheel course 
to be held at The Royal Agricultural 
College, Cirencester on Thursday 
February 3rd. 

A PA2 Tractor Mounted Spraying 
Course to be held on Thursday 
March 2nd. 

A PA6 Knapsack Spraying Course 
to be held on Wednesday March 8. 

To enrol on the spraying courses, 
you must have obtained the PA1 
Foundation Module Spraying 
Certificate. If you would like to take 
part in these or any other course, 
please contact me on the following 
number, 01249-783382. 

Paul Cunningham. 

N o r t h East 
I would like to begin by apologising 

for having nothing in around the 
green for the last couple of issues. I 
nave been so busy with work and 
moving house that I have not had 
time. So let me start by giving you 
my new phone number and address 
012667-72125 or 07977-362938. 7 
Parkamore Estate, Glenariff, BT44 
OAY Any information suitable for 
around tne green would be greatly 
appreciated. 

By now you should all have 
received a questionnaire on how we 
should proceed over here in the near 
future I hope you will all take time to 
read it and return it. It was decided 
at the AGM to carry out this ques-
tionnaire because of the numbers 
who did not attend. Because of the 
importance of this issue we have 
decided to hold another meeting on 
January 24 at Portstewart G.C at 
7pm to discuss the matter further. At 
this meeting we will also be looking 
to vote in a new committee so if you 
are interested please fill out the rele-
vant part on the questionnaire. 

Eamonn Farrell. 

I would like to take this opportunity to 
thank those of you responsible for sup 
plying Section Notes for all the great 
work that you do. 

I know it must seem like a thankless 
task when you have a deadline 
approaching and you've got nothing to 
write about but generally the pages do 
provide more than enough news to keep 
everyone interested. 

I'd also like to remind long time 
Section Note contributors, and inform 
those who have been handed the task, 
of those deadlines. 

The cut off point has always been 
around the 5th of the month - eg for the 
January Notes the deadline was 
December 5. There is a little leeway as I 
know there are sometimes events you 
wish to include and you hold the Notes 
back That's fine but if you could use the 
5th of the month as your regular dead-
line I'd appreciate it. 

You may wonder why it is so early in 
the montn so, as we have a little space to 
play with this month, I'll take the chance 
to explain. 

Normally the magazine arrives on 
your door mats in the first few days of 
the month of issue - January magazine 
will have arrived with you in the first 
week of the year. At our end to enable 
this to happen, and in the post as early in 
the month as possible, our printers have 
to be supplied with the entire contents -
editorial and advertisements - two weeks 
before then, which takes us into the mid-
dle of the previous month. 

Then to give David, our designer, a 
chance to lay-out the pages in an attrac-
tive fashion he needs another full 
working week This takes us back to 
around the 12th of the month. 

Invariably there are elements of the 
magazine that require me to work close 
to that deadline so it is ideal to have 
those parts of the magazine that are not 
particularly time sensitive cleared early 
Section Notes are one such element, 
bearing in mind that they also have to be 
typed onto our computers by Christine 
when they come in. 

I hope this explains to you how we can 
need a full month to process your Notes. 

As I said there is some leeway but the 
earlier you send them in the more it will 
help. 

It is also helpful if you can have them 
typed or in clear handwriting, to reduce 
the number of misspelt names we print, 
while a recommended word count for 
each Section would be around 500. 
(This column is 500 words long to give a 
measure). Obviously, if you've had a par-
ticularly busy month, don't feel you have 
to miss anything out just to keep it under 
500. 

The Section Notes are a valuable ele-
ment of the magazine - often the next 
read after the Recruitment pages! - and I 
do appreciate the work you put into pro-
ducing them. 

Thanks a lot and keep up the good 
work 

Scott MacCallum 


