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40, Berkeley Squara,

Lomdon, W.,l.

January &0, 1942,

My dear Mr. Presidant:

In handing me the enclosures (a) copy of & "Survay
of the situation on the Eastern Front', and (b) raport on
the "dorale among the Germans based on information
recelved from Poland in December 194l", Genersl Sikorski
said he believed you might be interested in their con-
tents.

I am awere that John Winant hes already sent you
General Sikorski's Survey of the Hastern Front. This he
did following his conversation with Gemeral Sikorski at
the time when he, John, was trying to appraise the resction
of the Eastern and Central Huropean Allied Governments to
M. Stalin's expressed ideas om post-war Burope. In glving
this report to John, General Sikorski felt that it might

serve
The Presldent,

The White House,
Washington.
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serve to clarify his Polish viewpoint vis-d-vis
4, Stalin's expresgsed intentions.

Furthermore, in that recent months have brought
to light the velue of Dr. Benes' as well as General
Sikorski's confidential information on Germany and
Russia, I am also enclosing a copy of a report which
Dr. Benes hes Just handed me, "Report from Berlin re-
garding the situation and the conflict between the
liigh Command of the Army and Nazi Party".

With warmest regards and every good wish,

I am
Faithfully yours
Enelosures:

as stated 1/ 2/ 3/
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Enclosure No. 1 to Despatoh Polish Seriss 112
January 29, 1942 from the Bubessy at London.

EDP‘I
B i

A SURVEY OF THE SITULTION ON THE EASTERE FRONT

At the time of thelr atteck on Russia the
Germuns were more efficlently organimed snd better
squipped tham the Hussiama, Thelr disoipline and
training were superier. A spirit of success and
confidence inm their leaders prevailed throughout
the German Armies. Theose advantuges, in addition
to the blunders committed at the outset by the Soviet
High Command, sccounted for the initisl superlority
of :ht Germans over the Russian Army during Lhe first
months .

Since the cutbreak of the German-Husslen war
repeated informstion temded to lndicate that the pur-
pose of the Germen offensive operations was to attaln
in 1941 & line between Archangel and Astrashun. The
guceess of sush an achievement wes expected not only
to signify the doom of Soviet Russila. It would mere-
over bring sbout Ruseia's downfall upon which Hitler
grounded politicsl schemes on & tremendous scele which
he intended to disolose in conguered Wosaow. Hed the
Germans been successful, they would have acquired the
most vitsl sgricultural and industrial nreas of the
Hussian Empire inoluding the Dometz end Krivorog
Busins, the eapital towns of Loseow, Leningrad and
Kiev, and partioularly the oil-fields of the Caucasus,
In sceordance with their plan the Germans orlginally
deployed thelr mstion in three direciions: Leningrad ,
Wosoow, Klev, The progress of the German offensive
extenuegted thelr armed forees nnd obliged them to
limit their mein thrusts at first to two and finally
to one direatlion. Moreover, the brunt of their main
effort was more than onge transformed from one strate.le
dlreetlon to the other.

During the latest phase of the cmmpalgn the
Germans condueted offensive operations on the south-
ern sector in the directlon of Koatov on the Don, with
the purposs of severing communicatlons between Hussla
and the Causasus, and north-sastwards in the direection

of Losoow.

An offensive in the south led to a partial eon=
trol of Rostov, It was met however h{ a Soviet counter-
sotlion whieh was launched from the north-esst egalnst Lhe
flank and the rear of the German Foroces fighting for
flostov. It was direoted against Thganrog end even as

far
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far in depth as Maripal. The Russian sounter-offensive
succeeded in driving the Soviet Army forward es fur as
Taganrog and ocompelled the Germans to withirew from

the Restov area where they suffered heavy losses. The
next mein Soviet effort was transferred further west-
ward in the direction of dariupol, with the object of
intercepting the withdrawal of German foroes operating
in the reglion of Taganrog.

The German manoeuvre agalnst wLoscow was emeouted
dccording to the old "Sohliefen" formuls by means of a
bilateral encireling movement with slmultaneous engage-
ment of the enemy in a frontal attask. The southern
German wing struck in the direction of Tula-Ryazan,
while at the same time oarrying out &n operation in
depth towards Orel and Jelec. This thrust resulted
in the ocscoupation of the region north-east of Tula and
Jeleo. The northern German wing attacking along the
line Kalinin-Jaroslav, ogcupied iht reglon of inin-
Maly Jaroslavee. It is diffioult to mscertain along
which of their wings the Germans directed the main ef-
fart, It seems probable that the main welght was trana-
forred from one diresction to the other, in sesordance
with the gravitation of Russian resistance. The en-
eireling operations in the Moscow area did not bear signs
of a general lerge goale success along a brosd front.
They merely resulted from thae system, adopted by the
Germans in this campaign, of plereing through nemy con-
centrations by driving wedges of panzer units followed up
by meehanized forces. These operations produced the
formation of deep pookets whose flanks were threatened
in permanence by the Russian Forces oooupying the ter-
ritory whieh hsd not been direetly overrun by the thrusts
of the panzer divisions., The Russiens togk advantage of
this situstion, counter-attacked the exposed German
wedges and wiped out in turn the pockets in the reglons
of Jeleo, Kalinin, and Tula,

Except for the counter-offensive in the Hostov
area, the Soviet counter sttucks have so far been suc-
oesses rather of a tastiesl nature. There has not as
yet been a grand style counter-offensive of serious
strategle importance. Fresh Siberian divisiona, trans-
ported by rail from the Far Eest, as well as large quan-
tities of cavalry were brought to the Moscow ares and
thrown into action near Kelinin end Tuls, 4s & result
of these operations the German Forces embarked on thelir
retreating maoceuvre along the whole front. The Soviet
Supreme Commend and the Soviet are resolved to
take every advantage presented to them by the conditlions
of winter in order to continue offensive.

Unless the Germans prepared adequste defensive
positions in their rear during the offensive on Mosoow
and Hostov, 1t will be extremely difficult for t?tﬂ :;!

ort
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fortify a defense line gufficlent to withstand Russien offen=-
slve amotlon.

The terrain west of the line attained by the Germans
during thelr offensive is not favourable to defensive opera-
tions. There are no natursl obstasles which might facilitate
a stand, The first sdvantageous line from the point of view
of defenge runs along the river Luga, the river Lowat, the
"gate" of Smolensk, the eastor border of the Polesle marshes
and the river Dnleper. The Germans are saeid to have pre-
pared some extent of defence along that line.

Their withdrawal however to Lhose positions would equal
the surrender of vast areas whieh had previously been con-
quered against & partieularly heavy toll of blood., Hitler's
iast spesdy delivered on the oooesion of his taking over the
supreme commend, seems Lo lndlicate that the Germans, after
rectifying their front, would at gll costs endeavour to hold
as large as possible a part of the gonguersd areas. It re-
mains to be seen whether and how far they may be successful.
There is no doubt however that the further the Germans retire
westward the more distant will become the purpose of thelr
compeign and the less will be afforded them for the reorgani-
zation of their extenusted land and alr force units.

CHARACT XRISTIC OF THE SOVIET ARMY

During the present campeign the Soviet Army has suf-
fered enormous losses in men and egquipment. Owing to the faot
that Bussia has almost boundless humen resources, losas of life
ig less important than loss of war material which is expeoted
to be replaced by Britain and the UaSads Bussia is lnoap-
able of absorbing all-men of millitery age in the renks and
raserve centres of fighting forces on aceount of the techni-
eel impossibility of providing suffieient food, equipment and
meintenanse for such tremendous masses of soldiers.

The losses in armoured and mechanized eguipment &are
partioularly grave and should be gompleted during the winter
months, The Russian is & cood fighter. 3o far the morale
of the Red Army has not been shaken. This elroumstance ia
a proof of the exceptlonal power of resistance of the Russian
goldier, who has not only managed to withatand the long retreat
in passive resistance, but furthermors proved his ability to
fight on the offensive.

The Soviet Supreme Command, or more precisely Stelin,
hes been throwing and will go on throwing huge masses of
troops into battle with complete disregard for humen life.

S0 far the diseipline of the goldiers has not been shaken, nor
does it seem likely to be weakened in spite of heavy losses.
The bolshevik régime hes stood the trial of war and would have
gtood even the fall of Moscow. The offivers of middle and
lower renks are efficient, This is not always the case with
the senier 0.C.s and starfs, who seem to Dé insdequately pre-
pared for conduecting large seale offensive operationa.

With the progress of the war, however, the Soviet High
Command is sequiring experlence &nd Field=dursghal Timoshenko
has



has come to the fore es a leader., I heve had the oppor-
tunity to see for myself that the Russian Army 15 well g.n-
pared for a winter campaign in the heaviest possible oli-
matie conditions,

One of the weakest points of the Soviet Army is the
communigat ion probtlem. The railway over the whole of Rus-
olen territory is extremely soaree and its transport capae-
ity 1s very limited. Owing teo insufficient organization
of transport and laeck of rolling stock it cannot be put to
its full sdvantage. Motor-transport is also defielent owing
to shortage of vehleles and espeoially of spare parts, whioh
limite the possibilities of repalr. At the present moment
elimetlie conditions elso greatly reduce the efficlieney of
rall and motor transpert.

After the ultimate recsmpture of areas held by the
Germans, who before retreating would have destroyed all
means of communication, the Russians will be ebliged to
put themselves to a tremendous effort in order to prevent
a deterioration in their transport service whish would
directly endanger the supply and the maintenance of the
fighting forees at the fromt., Notwithstanding serious
logses suffered during the first days of the war, especi-
ally from the bombing of air-fields, the Soviet air foroe
is still powerful. It has proved iteelf capable of dealing
with the Luftwaffe and lately has even msquired a certain
degree of superiority in the air. The supply system has
g0 far been working setisfeotorily and the Soviet soldisr is
well clothed and :utﬂui-nt]‘;{ fed to keep iuins. On the
other hand the eivilian population of Hussia this year will
be threatened with famine. The Army end the Government as
well as the wer industry will not be affected, slnoe Stalin
has auffielent reserves at his disposal for these purposes.

CHARACTERISTIC OF THE GERMAN ARWY

It is the opinion of neutrel obaervers who viaited
the eastern German front, that the Germans have so far suf-
fered very heavy losses both in men and war material. These
losses are estimated at 1,500,000 killed end missing, and
over 2,000,000 wounded., MNumerous cases of frostbite among
the soldiers have lately been confirmed in hospitsls behind
the lines and throughout the country. The problem of
completing their losses in humen material is becoming to the
Germans & ecause of growing anxiety. The material losses
of the panzer units are estimated to equal the sstablishments
of 12 panzer divisions. In spite of the feot that slmost the
wholea of the Eurcpean continewt is tolling for the production
of armaments for the German Forees, thelr losses are so heavy
that they will be extremely diffiecult to replaese. The
German Army has not been sufficlently equipped for a
Russian winter ocampaign. During our conversation Stelin
oompared the German Armies to those of Napoleon inm 1812
when they were retreating from Moscow. He atated that the
Germans who were Laken prispners in the Moseow area wors
givilian and even women's clething. The German seldier, un-
aopustomed to the severe Husslen winter, 1s more seriously

affected by the ocold than the Soviet soliier. BSo far the
. eperational




operitional aohievements of the Germans resulted chiefly
from the great supe riority of their panzer and motorized
units over the Russians, The conditions estublished by

the Russian winter have greatly diminished the power of
Ehelr armoured Toroes, reducing their efficleney and there-
by transferring the advantage to the Husslans,

My vielt to Mosoow oocurred at a orucial moment of
the eastem cempilgn of 1941, At that time the battles
for Woscow and Rostov, whioh siratesically governs the
i:.ltl‘lnl:l to the Caucusus, were reaching their decigive
stage, .

The history of warfare will no doubt recognize these
battles as examples of determination amd of skilful resis-
tenes during a geave erlsis. The will-power of Stelin, the
Supreme Communder, and his unshaken obstinacy teo persever,
together with the bearing of the Ruassian soldier prevented
koseow from being surrendered and accounted for the regapturae
of Hostov.

It was not only the Russian wint er however, that
oheoked the German offensive, as Hitler and Goebbels en-
deavoured to explain, Hitler recognized his defest befora
the gates of Moseow and ordered a retreat, The Soviet
eounter-atiaock on Restov, which was carried out with muoh
tolent, took General von Klelst's aruy completely by sur-
prise and forced it to a digsordered retreat.

The battles for Mosoow and fostov will bear declsive-
ly upon the eastem campalegn and ¢onsiderably influence the
pbrogress of the war against Germany,

It would be diffieult to antioipate the consegquengea
of these events. There is no doubt, however, that they
brought about the derfeat of the Germans dur the campaign
of 1941. Fer the time being it ean be assumed that the
interruption of the German offensive in the east and the
resulting breach in the faith of the nation in ultimate
vietory, have given cauge to serious ferment within the
Reigh. With the British successes in Afriea, these disorders
will become serious, iIf the North African cempaign ig
brought by the British to o Successful ending, which is not
Bn sagy task, their "second front" in the cownt ry would te
shaken and defeatism would presd. Anticipetion of defeat
may already be observed éspecially among the German troops.

deeording to infomation which I recaived upon
return to London, there aras signs of growing dissatisfao ien,
slagkening of diseipline and morale among the German Ammy
and people. There slso appears to be m bresch between the
leaders of the 4Army and the National-Sooisalist party.

It is doubtful whether the Geman Genersl Staff
8ti1ll lays musch sonfidence in Hitler or his strategio
genius, It is more likely that the bulk of the German



German Commend is at present faced with the problem as to
where and how they will succeed in halting thelr armles

in the Esst in order to withetand the winter ami reestablish
their deoimated, weskened, inadequately supplied and i11-
equipped forces, and prepare their stand for & fresh offen-
sive in the spring or even for defensive sotion. It is pos~-
aible that the future months will give a oclearer ploture

of the sonsequences of Hitler's defeat during the flrst year
of his ecompalgn agalnst Soviet Hussia.

The Russians will no doubt employ the winter months
to solidify thelr gning and provent the enemy Ifrom estab-
lishing winter billets behind un organlize front. 4% tha
presant moment the initiative along the entire frent line
is passing to the Soviet Supreme Commeni. This faot has
been proved by the daring operations in the Crimea. It is
diffioult, however, to establish the extent and the consequences
of this initistive, owing to the sesroity of aceurate informa-

tion.

The Soviet Army disposes of hi trained ski-units
and maases of well-aquipped eavalry which may play & slgnifi-
cant part in winter operations when meohanized equipment and
to a eertain extent the alr foroe are seversly harndicapped.

The eastern front will continue to engage the main
German forces hindering their movements in other directions
aml probably preventing the Germen from undertaking any
ma jor operalion during this winter, The Germans are pur-
posely spreeding various rumours on this subleet in order
to sonodkl the present weakness and embarrassment of Hitler.
Nevertheless efforts of minor ecounter-motion and organized
diversion may be expected (lor instanoe in the direection
of Tripolis, with the objewt of restoring Hitler's prestige).

In spite of heavy losses the German Army has not yet
been broken amd still represents a great operstionsl foroe
whish has not yet so far suffered a single declsive defeat.
It failed however to deal a finel blow to the Red Army in
1941, ascording to Hitler's plen. It is the first frustra-
tion and masy become & turning point. If, on the other hand,
the Russians were to commin a similar blunder by undereati-
mating the enemy's forces, they would expose themselves to
all conseguances.

In oconneotion with the developments on the enstern
front, it is meost expedient to ley stress upon the great
importance of organizing a second front on the Eurcopean
continent. The Allied Forces, in the first place British
and American, should enter in the spring of this year,
ihminitlur is likely to commence & new offensive against
Russia.

London, Jenuary B8th, 1942.
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POLISH GENERAL BSITAFF
6-th Department.

Ref.310.
22nd January, 1942.

Morale smong the Germans -

based on information reseived from Poland in December, 194l .

Front line units:

Infomation obtalned from:

a. Soldiers' corresspondence @uring the period from
9th Septemer to 6th October, 1941, from 165 different
units, mostly from the centrsl front and, to & les-
ger degree, from the southern and norihem ones.

If the two thousand letters examined only approximately
15-% were of a general neture, It is interesting to
note that the correspondence between soldiers serving
in different units gives more infomation sbout the
fighting and genersl milltary situation then letters

to and from home, It would &ppear thet the censorship
in the flrat oase 1s more lenlent, or less careful.,

b, MWen returning from the front.

Genersl fatigue saused by the excessive efforis Lo
whioh the Armed Foroes had been subjected during the
1ast few months of the Russian cempaign, seems to
prevail in the Army. Owing to primitive gonditions

in Russie, made even worse by thorough destruction, the
Germans have to bear with extremely poor living con-
ditions, bad food and diffieult pomuunications. Fear
of lioe, disease, polsoning, as well as a yearning

for & more culturel life, affects Lhe nervous resistance
of the soldiers, Morale is further aflected by the in-
greaping fear at the approach of winter.

The tremendous loeses borne by the Germans have & gimi-
lar effect. Hitler's proclemation read to the goldiers
vefore the beginning of the Mosoow campalgn was received
with complete silence, - in contrast %o the great
enthusisem whieh usually greeted the Commander=in-Chief's

appesals.

Disoipline is, however, unaffected and the Army eontinues

to fight vexry well. This is, unioubtedly, due to

German propagania which has succeeded in convinoing the

entire Army that 1t is fulfilling en historic mission

by saving not only Germany but the entire World Civili-

gation from the menase of Bolshevism, "The Democracles

and the U.S.h. should be grateful to us for spilling

German blood in their cnuse” - writes Ceneral Zeits.

The success of German propafands has, to & certain extent,
bean
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been due Lo the fuot that Ceruan sddi ers have, them-
selves, come intc contmet with the real ity of Soviet
life, "ihut was written about Hussia bsfore the war
1s nothing, ecampered to repl ity" = writes one of the
Soldlers - "The slight bombardments whiok you from
tlme to time have, are lofinitely better then If you
#ers overrun by the Holsheviks = they are anlmals" -
writes another,

Huving convineed the German nation of its historle
alsslon, German propsganda now is ongaged in convineling
the irmy of the necessity of enduring a winter campeizn
in Russia. The fruitful resulis of this propagands

&re slresdy manifest in recent letters from the Leningred
front. "It 1is possible that we have to spend %he
winter here, becsuse we sre not soing to spl

mors blood, but will starve them out, It wiil be &

hard winter, but bebter than for these snlmals to invede

you®,

Such letters are frequent, pertioularly from the Northern
front and it is interesting to note than many of them
speak of starving Leningrad out.

Naturally, there are many let: ers axpressing discourage-
ment snd nervous exhsustion, "You omnnot imugine our
misery” - writes & soldier to his colleagum = "thore is
ne Joy in living, it rains, one is constant knee=daep
in mud, and one's clothes never dry, and it 1s so oold
ut night that one eannot sleep”.

"I ecan't lmagine whet the wintaer is golng to be like", -
"ile ull curse this land whose vastness is uo oppresaive '.-
"Fayohologle and nervously we are exhsusted....three
maeks of hordest lmeginable flghting sna inconceivable
saerifices is really too much”, "] hope we do not have
to remain here for the winter, or we shall go slowly

but surely med" - writes a sold ler from the Southern

front as far bagk as the &th Of Sepl ember.

Ocesslonully inforamction points to the losses being ss
high as 60-5, and there is ment lon that NeCuOum of sugh
and such & unit have bean completely wiped out, eta.

Open critlcisu of the Party is also more and more fre-
quent, "fie are like the Communists, where ovarybody 1ia
watehed by & G.r.U. agent. If you ony wnylhing, you

at onee fall into disfavour and no matter whother you
are an offiocer or a soldler, you are punished, fihat 1g
happening here is simllar to what happens in the German
Army - Communiet Instrustion from books. What do Jou
think of that? We who vwere in hosplial were left hehind
88 & punishment” - writes one officer to another, 4
soldler to his family: "if this denounoing at the base
and spylng at home does not 8t0p, I shall start such an
upheaval thut these "gentlemen" will think twice”,

Enthuslaga,



Enthusiasm, pathos anl bosstfuluess which until
rooently were o provalent, have now disappeared clmost
entirely., UKven so, it = uld appesr that the grent
majority of the Gerssn army is still well diselplined
and, should the German Command be sble Lo glve the men
& respite and better living conditlons for the winter
they will for some considersble time yet be & power
fighting foroe.

II. BASE

III.

There sre no materisl chunges since our last repert, There ia
one new point of interest = the ever Lnoreusing numbar of
Soviet prisoners of war.

Evidencs of the bestisl trestment of Lolshevik prisoners of

wAY the gusrds of prisoners' ommps is furlher substant lated by
u lotter written h{ oue of the sold lers = guard at s camp, The
writer of this letter shows complote leak of understunding that
the prisoners ore nun;:-{ and his only feeling for them 1s that
of & deep seorn., This letter is worthy of guotatlion:

"iy ocolleague and I ure to organize & prisoners' of war owap.
10 thousand of them were sent to us in two days. Can you
imugine, what 1t was like! The hoard wia hungry and exhausted.
Short time ago we had another transport. Thease were really
#11d snimals let loose, One svening they iLrled to rald the
cltohen and even set fire to the bullding. They were unlugky =
six of them psy for il with their lives, They wore beat en
while clearing u{ the debris snd besten sguin, when driven back
to the oamp at night. This sppears to hove gured them of

the cesire for further outrnges. The Asisties nre the worst
of them. They are a tribe of murderers. Things whioh are
happaning here are beyond belief ond if ones 'ud not experienced
them oneself, one w imngine thea to be the ravings of a
sadman, During the first iwo days we hed frequently lo shoot
{nto them, The moment one of them fell Lhe hoard rushed at
him end toek sll he had, even though th mizht not have nesded
these things themselves., This la Gosp truthl On twe
ococnsions they devoursd the bodles., On one ocousion & man Was
gurdered end esten, bit by bit, They e&re a hoard of wild
hoasts. MNothing will satlisfy them, nothlng will luprove them,
They only respond to foroe. Whet would huve happened to

our towns &nd women, if these hoards hel been ullowed to pene-
irate into Germany. How fortunate that our Lesder in his
wisdom was able to foresee and forstall it",.

THE EEL

s snthusiosm of the Geman people seums ocompletely lo have
vonighed and t heir belief in thelr ultimste vieloxy ls on the
wane, The snxiety for thelr near ones and dear ones aud the
ever inoreasing problems of every-isy life are becoming ell=-
ahsorbing. In spite of Lhe vory efflolent dlotribution of
fool and olothing atolen from ocecupied eounl rles, the 'bBlueck
merket' transactions are beocming more and more popular; the
villauges are engaged on barter, und every Sundiy the inhebitanta
of towns mioke muss oxoursions te far uway provinces to buy food.

In
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In other words the hitherto well-diseoiplined populstion
ie beglnning to break fooi regulalions, which fact nay
have serious consequences in the future.

Digoord mand friction between the Farty mnd the populatlon
over which thay seo ruthlessly ad brutelly rule, ls

aver growing. Internal terror is aluost us hl.i )

in ocooupied ocountries. Letters, esither cenuine or
forged, purporiing to have been writien the Elshop

of dusnster, condeuning methods used 1 o Cestapo, are
olroulsted umolng the Catholie populstion.

lews of the guccesses of Gorman armed forces ure greoted
with growing indirfference. Fewer and fewer people
believe in tho pormaneee of their conguasts, and more
and mere axpress the hope for & speedy end of hostillitles
while Ge im still on top and !n a position to pay
for pamnde. an the grectest enthuslasts wre wiiling to
nuke far-reaching concesslons. Religlon is guining
ground. On the othor hamd, demoralisation and a tendenay
to fast living is gwowlng, pertieulsarly wsong the youth.

Conaid erable nervous straln 1s nol foeable in bombed creasm.
It ie seld in Berlin that three or four consecutive nilghts
of beubing are besrable, but neorves would certalnly

rh: way under the ltrti'.n of longar periods of btombard-
mant .

The comparatively small amount of dasuge veused by bombard-
mants has helped to maintain tho spirits of the population.
The German propaganda atirlbutes this to the efflcleney

of thelr anti-aireraft defance, whish, thay allsge, causes
the anemy to unload thelr bombs At random.

Digoontent 1s growing mmong the workers, one of the
repsons being longar working hours.

The Communist Party iz in proocess of organization; no other
netivity 1is, however, peroeptable.

The slloeged sabotege ls rather the result of over-strain
and underenourishment of the workers, than of any cone
sclous antl-war movement.

In gonelusion it should be stated thet within the Relch
enthusiasz is graducdlly diminishing end & desire for o
apesdy ond of hostilities, even &t the price of far-
reaching conoeonsions, is ever growlng. Antsgonism betwoen
Party and population is inereasing, us &re.the whispered
rusours of an internsl coup being organized by the military,
The new Lesder, to be chosen by the Army /Murshel Reichenau's
nong wag ﬂmiouﬂz would be charged with oconoiuding a
spesdy pesse "with honour”.

Fear of the oollupse of thelr Italisn ally is ever ;rowing.
Interesting recarks on this subleot are to be found in
fnolosure No.,l., Thay originute from Li,Colonel Les or
Loerieh of the Germen Intelligence Jervige, whose main in-
torest is the morale of thelir allles. He ﬂpﬂll.i. his
viewn



views very [rankly to & man in whom he had ifmplieit fulth.

Nevertheless, the German people are well wware that (n order
L0 avold eoaplete defeat they must unroservedly obey the
dioiates of thelr war Leaders. .4n internul dlsruption of
Coraanny 1w, therefore, at present guite out of the quest lon,
It 1m, of course, concelvable timt concentruted effective
boubarduent coupled wit: lunl suscesses of the Allied irmles,
or the collupse of Ituly, might bring wbout & change of ulti=
Ltude of the Geruan people, at present, however, the foresm lng
would sppeer to be = Lrue ploture of the present stute of
'ﬂ-ﬂmm-



gcory

Report of & Cerman Intelllgence offlcer, dated
Uotober, l94l.

iogording to rusours ourrent in military eireles, the of-
fensive on doseow wes plunned personally by Hitler, end

wia not the idea of the Wermacht. Prostige wod the neces-
sity to laprove the morale of Germany sand, what ls even more
important, in Itely, were supposed to be the dominatlng reusons
for this step. OGreal lmportance was atiaohed to this offen-
glve; 1iLs suceess might have far-resching resulls,whereas

its fmllure moy be & signal for defeat.

It waa considered that the ocecupution of Loseow &nd other
important cenire .n Ruseia would release some of the German
arned foroes which might be needed in Italy in the event of

# oollapne of that country. GShould the offensive on Loscow
gucceed, Turther asetivities on the Zustern front would, mou%
1lik , have been poatponed utﬂ':Irl.nf. In the event of Lhe
position in the Esst become 41rfl t, the Cermans are pre-
pered to use gus.

The of fensive was lsunched with inoredible power and ruthlese-
ness, BSmall  roups of prisoners sare nol tuken; even if
they surrender, they are shot,

Similarly = this rule of terror ls applied to the reslating
oivilian populat lon.

Susbess appears Lo have gone to the sold lers' hosds end they
no longer bellsve in the true value of t helr victorles.

Genarally speaking, Informant malntains thot the Cermans will
not lose the war by & military defeat - they heve sufflelent
supplies of ammunition, armament and sireralt to last thea
for a 1 time yot and the morale of the soldler ls good -
trouble might, hosever, start from within and surprises from
thelr own population and, prineipally, thut of Ituly, are
poasible.

The situatlen in It-nl{ is osrefully wetohed by the Uerzans;

it is fairly difrloult and hunger desons.ralions took place

in gcertain seators of the front. The Geslapo consiler them of
1ittle importance and emsy to desal with, WLusseolini, howover,
exaggerutes thelr lmportance and uses them ss & pollitieal

argument.

The recent conversations between liltler and Lussolini were of

a gharp nature, = dussolini deunsnded evonomic msslstunce and
larger supplies of anti-aireraft artillery, whereas Hitler

ugked for better armed forces to be sent Lo the esstern [ront,
goth parties refused, mnd Hitler was ulleged to huve stuted that
he had been misled by an over-estimutlon of the Ital lan
militery power. 4 Colonel of the Gestapo wae present at e£ll
the mectings of the Llwe dlctators.

Both



been due Lo the fuot that Cernen sddlers have, them.
gelves, come into contaet with the reality of Jovliet
life. "§hat was written about Hussis before the war
is nothing, gdompared to reslity” - writes one of the
soldiers - "The slisht bombardaents whigh You from
time to time heve, are infinitely betier than if you
Were overrun by the Solsheviks » they are animals™ -
writes another,

Huving convino ed the Gerwan nation of ite historie
nission, German pPropigenda now is engaged in oonvinelng
the irmy of the hecessity of enduring o winter oampe i zn
in Russia., The frultful results or Lhis propagenda

ire alrosdy manifest in recent lotters from Lhe Leningrad
front, 'I{ is possible that we may have to spend the
winter here, begause we are not solng to ap.'l.l.f

more bloed, but will starve them out, It will be a

hard winter, but batter then for these animals to invede
you®,

Such letters are frequent, perticularly from the Northern
Lfront and it 1g interesting to note thun many of them

speak of starving Leningrad out.

Naturally, there are ma lettars sxpreseing discourage-
ment and nervous exhsust on. "You cannot imugine our
misery” - writes s soldler to his collesgue - "there is
ne Joy in 1iﬂ.n$. it rains, one ig eonastantly knee-deep
in mud, and one's olothes never dry, sand 1t 1s so oold
a4t night that one eannot sleep"”.

"I can't lmugine what the winter 1g golng to be like", -
"lie 2all gurse thig land rhose vastness is so oppressive '..
'Pl;uhnlngiuﬂl{ and nervo We ire exhsusted.,..threas
weeka of hardes lmagingble f ghting and inconceivebla
saerifices is reslly too mush®, "] hope we do not have
to remsin here for the winter, or we shall &0 slowly

but surely maa® - wriles a sold ier from the Jouthern

front as far bagk as the éth Of Septeamber.

Onlﬂlihnhl].! informetion points to the losses belng ug
high as 60-5, and there i meni lon that KeCuDum of sush
&énd such & unit have bean completely wiped out s 8to,

Open eritioism of the Party 1s also more snd more fre-
quent. "¢ are like the Communiste, where everybody is
witohed by & G,.P,U, tgent, If you By unylhing, you

at once fall inte disfavour and no matter whother you
ire wn offiger or a soldier, you are punished, shat ig
happening here ias slmiler to what happens in the Cerman
Army - Communist instruction from books. What do you
think of that? We who “ere in hospitsl were left behind
88 & punishment” - writes one offieor to another, 4
soldler to his Temily: "i{f this denouncing at the bage
and spying at home does not stop, I shall start such an
upheaval that these "gontlemen" will think twige”,

Enthus laam,



Enelosure lo. 1 to Iiugatm Czechoslovak Series No.7.
l Junuary E7, 1942 from the Legetion at London,

gory

LEPORT FHOM BHLIN RRQARDING THE sSITU.TION AND THE
CORVLICT BETVEEN THE HIGH COLJAND OF THE ARMY
AND THE HAZI FARIY.

Borlin, BStR December, 1l¥4l.

l. The sarious erisis in the higher sduinistratlon of
Geramy whieh was firet of all kept from the Gorman
aray and people and wos later adumbrated through the
rotirement of Fleld Larshels Brauchitsch wmi sook, wnd
whish has now flaally Lecome known inm sll iis extant
through the spread of rumours, ls enguging Llhe sitent lon
of publlie opinlon in Jorsany = in so far s sush & thing
oan be sald to exlut - to an exirove degree. rhe orlsls
has produged the groat st confusion mad general wiate
of dapression. There are lneressing indicatlions of

the faot that what is involved im & oleft betweon the
Party ond the irmy which 1s unbridgesble aml whieh has
.been meturing for a long time pant,

B. The versions of the course of this develop=
ment are belng eiroulited in well-informed military

alreles;

One conslders Brauchitseh an beln: the victim
of a sohing intrigue of the kaszl G amongat tha
generale /List, Jodl,Reicheansu, sto./, besed upon the

eolslon of Brawchitsch snd the sore molerate genorsls
Book, Tundstedt,Leeb, ete./ to rfull bmok upon the line
Smolensk-tharkoy after the railure of the last offensive
sguinst Momeow. The liael Group ‘{Htﬂt'l‘, sgulnnt this
step, mdvanaing the arpusent that the Red ircy slso wes
too exhsusted, end too deficient in materlal reserves,

to sustaln » counter-offenslve. is proof of their
agsertion Lhey pronounced seeret reports from the Germen
esplonage service which had been witheld rrom Brauchitssh

his Qeneral Steff. Violent disputes, in the course of

whieh Hitler cherged the Supreme Chamander with having
fallen baek whan he reslly knew better, led to Breushitch's
retirment and to now operationel orders belng issued,
nogording to whigh the retrest was to be stopped on ths
line Vyasma-iryanask.

- B T T T T pepp— -

2. The second verslon ls bused upon the oireun-
stence that the offers of resignsation by Braushitseh,leek,
Leob, fMandetedt, Ouderisn, Sehmldi, ste,

® lepda

8 goneluslon that w & Involv 8 & plunned
"revelt” of the whole sroup of the Army Cosmsnders,
who wore not willing to mssume the rosnonsibility fer the
winter offen lve which hed been foresd upon them h{
liitler



Hitler and his aycophants for re zons of prestlge wnd with

poor results and who wanted to mvold auving the retrest
whioh they foresaw laid at thelr omm door.

4s Further, the Genersls oconaldored that, 1/ view
of the deprivations shigh the Gernen people ere umergoing
and the diffioulties in ossupled Karopa ifi moment was
propitious for n break «!th the Party uirt a8, ‘ho ware
thoroushly opposed to exelusl: e sommand bYelng in the hands
ef the Army. Of the worthy eray lesders only List was
ouislde the olrele of the “gonsplrators”, probably slaply
beonuse he wue al the tlme lnageesslble in Bulguris,
anl probubly slee boouuse of his lon -ptandling personsl
links with hles one-time subordinste, Hitler. Kelitel
recalns new rel amd would seem not to have fallen inte
disgreoe with his mere anterprising comrudes.

6. Both verslons - slthough appareatly contre-
dictory - ean however be sewm to be reconcilmble with
one another. Thelr polint of interasction is Lhe
thet Hitler in his stormy dlsoussions with HrauehlTs
amd the others made the sllegation that the ; L

te ; )

A

There can be no Goubt that the event will have fure
rauch gonseguenges os the suiden and simultancous retire-
ment /there can no lenger bte any quosilon of being
"released Irom one's services”/ of sruy leaders who had
prurlwnz been velued by Hitler us war herces of &
historieal stuture, and who hed been rewsrded by him with
titles and decorstions, hes {incressed Lo an extraordluery
degres the feeling of uncerteinty in the German masses and
shuken thelr confidence in his own lesderahip.

6. Whethor It is s question of the intrigues of a
group of Naxl genersls of ambitlous snd pushing type
nho otre not tested leamders / such as Jedl and Reishenn
agalnol thelr senlor comraies, or of Lhe "siratogle withe
drawl”® of these last fream an intolersble responsibility,and
at the coams time of un nitempt / aa in I'I.Il.:z 10 savae the
praatige of the Aray and to sanorifiee thereto the prestige
of the Fihrer, and perpashs ulso his person, it remalns
trus thet there is n [

erals and

ﬁn_qéﬂ_'h wegen tha wray o a
[ n" i of asdolf Hitler of whiech the Germans
huve slresdy 'aken seoount.

The consequences of Lhis crisls will certeinly be
far-roaching, although It cannot yet be said when its nature
will Leoome fully npparent to the seneral publie.
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40,Berkeley Square,
London, W.,l.

February 16, 1942,

My dear Wr. President:

I an attaching hereto for your informat ion
the recent report, which Dr. Benes received from
what ,he tells me,is a highly pleced and usually de-
pendable source in Germany. Aisg his reports have
hitherto proven interesting and enlizhtening, I
thought you might like to have this one,as well as
those I have previously sent you.

With warmmest regards and every good wish, I

Faithfully yours
Gl ;
J'm ¥

The President,
The White House,
Washington.

Enclosure:
1/ as stated.
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REPORT FROM BERLIN
End of January
1942

The serious disagreemsnts between the genersls and
Hitler are becoming inereasingly marked., The first
contemplate with o certein maliclous satisfection the
strategic errors which are being committed. The German
losses in men and material ere glgantio,while the cold
is an even more severe factor than the Russian tanks,
Klthough there has been & graat deal of propagamda
regarding the colleetion of olothing, according to the
information here svailable it has hed & vary poor morsal
Buccess suong the people. Compared with earlier
ccllections 1t was in no sens=e voluntary; on the
gontrary the Party in different places extorted thelir
last supplies of winter elothing from the nopulat {on
under threats, Ais also the cltohes, and part icularly the
shoes, are deteriorating more end more in tha remote
districts many civilisns, particularly amongst thes work-
ing elasses, were reluctant to hand over their worn eloth-
Ing, which was often better than the new, But they
were forbidden to do so &s in the individuel districts
rrecise lists of names were drawn up and checked eit her
by the Party or by especially appolnted functionarles.
Eany who wers hesitating were threataned with being
publicly exposed.

2) The view is held in Berlin thst the Russiens
will inerease their offensive ms the eold becomes more
Boute, and fears are expressed that the German power of
resistance will weaken, Those troops who heve bean
stationed at the front since the beginning of the campaign
and who are familiar with the Russian style of fighting,
have become worn out by terrible hardships end eold ,and
the new reserves which have been drafted from Germony
and Frence ete. simply cannot exist under the Russian
elimatic conditions,

3) The German Air Force is no longer able to go
into sction with the power demanded of 1it, #11 reports
fgree in stating thet there is & lessitude ond wer weari-
ness cmongst the German population which has never been
obgserved previously. And here we must tuke account of
the fact thst tens of thousands of familites heve hed no
news of their relatives since lovember last,while they sll
hear the messeges sent from all the broadessting stations
addressed



addressed nightly to the field hospitals in Hussia,

which, however, ror the most part remsin unanswered,

and, therefore, have a bad moral effect. The transnisslons
were flrst of all prohibited ,but Tinally the High Comménd,
as B result of the pressure exerclsed upon it by the
German women's organizations, was obliged for prudentlial
reasons to permit these messages,which are transmitted
from 4 a.,m, onwards. There ara relisble grounds for
believing that they have a very demorelizing effect uron
German women,who have no news of thelr relatives.

4} Almest 6ll the soldiers between 20 and 40
from Germany itself and the opcupied territories heve been
transferred, formed up into new units,and after n brief
training sent to the Russian front. &t least 25 divislons,
whose training, particulsrly in the tsnk and motorized
detachments, was still completely inadequete,and who
should normally have gone into action only in the spring,
were precipitously entrained and despatched to difrerent
parts of the [ront. In the same way thousands of im-
perfectly trained pllots were drafted to squedrons
operating at the front in order to make up for the
gavere losses which have tsken place.

§5) Although the munition and armement lndustries
are working in Germany and all the occcupled terrlitories,
accord ing to the reports of our informants in spite
of all efforts mnd expendliture the production figures,
partigularly in the oecupled territories, are declining,
On the other hand, the damage done in the Ruhr and other:®
fndustrial regions through bombing is greatly exaggerated
in the British renorts. Forts and dockyards in France,
Holland snd Germany, however, are sulfering geveraly.

6) In Russis Hitler, regardless of losses in nien
ani materisl, using every means to stabilize the front at
any price, so &s Lo keep up his own prestlge and it ia
hoped in Germany this will be possible along the line
Leningrad - Velikis Lukl - Smolensk - Kharkov, while
everything will certainly be done to retaln commend of the
Crimea, When the great winter frosts are over an offensive
i3 to begin &t & nunber of points.

7) One must sllow for the fact thet in Libye
fommel, of whom Hitler has en enormously high opinion,
will recelve sufficient reinforcements and thet, probebly
at the beginning of February, he will proceed to & major
counter-offensive, It is believed that if it 1s suecesaful
a new stteck will follow, perheps via Bulgsrie, so as, if
possible, to attack Egypt from itwo sides. But this will
fundamentally depend upon the situetion on the Russian
front.

8) The situstion with regard to aimerica - in so
far as one osn make a pleture thereof by combinging reports
from Europs and the East - would seem to be thet her
preparations for war are completely inadequate,and that
wa must therafore axpect serlous losses for America,
Enslend and Hollamd in the Far EZast. One must believe
that



5
" E
- e !
L= )
- %
v '.}i o
2 ?

that the Phillipines, the Duteh colonles amd elso
Singapore cannot be held unless jmericea risks her

navy and air force = whigh, ascocording to our trusted
informante, sha will not do. It 15 not believed that
hustrelis is in serious danger, as Japen has not sufflclent
shipping sccommodatlion to undertake such & larre-soale
gction so far from her home porte, although after the
pogsalble cooupet lon of different lsland croups Japen

gould sequire vitel air and navel beses - which would have
a marked influence on the Austrelien morale.

9] It is expected that imoriom, both i{n respeoct
of ships a8 well &8 of tanks and alroreft and their
manning, will sequire &n ultimate superiority,slthough
this will require from 12 to 18 monthe, It ie further
stated in Berlin that Germany will put intc serviee in
the spring & lerge number of small and magnificently
egquippad submerines which heve pertly besn built in
Itslian yards, and which will finelly operaste on the
Atlantic coust of imerics and Canmda from secret bases
illlﬂkﬁ]t

10) The pasyohologlesl stmosphere in Itsly ise
vary dim, and #n every respect Italy represents only a
debit for Cermany. This works back upon Spain, and it
18 not btelieved thet the Germens will succeed in engeging
her in the world confllet without resorting to military
measures, nlthough £11 indications sre in favor of
the fact that Germen influence,which ila exercised Yy
gold and resourcesful propeganda,remasins very powerful
both In Portugsl and Spain.
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Hareh 7, 1942 f

My dear Mr. Preslident:

You may remember that I talked to you about this
telegram when Adniral Standley and I were having lunch
wilth you and that you surgested tth-EEEEEE_HB 1nformed

along the lines lald down In your memorandum to me of

Mereh 7. il
As a result mttlk I sent on March 6 a tele-

&
gram to Blddle pf which I enclose a cooy for your !n-
; —
foruation.
Balieve ma
Peithfully yours,

Enclosure;

Telegram to London,
March 6, 1942.

The President,
The White House.

Nee S s bell Jﬂ’a& /  Lompplily Collto - abre
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Mareh 13, 1942.

Dear Margaret:-

I think it is horrid that our present
to we was stolen from you! MNeverthe ess, the
idea was definitely yours and when you get back
your name will go in Volume I, with the added
thought ®0riginal Patentee®.

quhdhmmtmhau:yn
often and that she is well,

You and Tony should know that I think
Ihm“ndrounu:h-ua"mshlpnr
Pennsylvanial The fact is that to-date nobody
has agreed on anybody and, as the situation was
exiremely chaotiec, I told them that I much
preferred to have you both remain in the most
unique diplomatic post -- or rather poats --
in all history!

Thank you ever eo much for the stamps.
I had not seen them before.

Affectionately,

/-Yz



Rits Hotel,
Plocadilly,
London, W.1l,

February 1Gth, 1042,

Dear Mr. President,

Many thaniks for your letter of December 24th,
Having duly informed you of what your Christmas present
wag, I do not quite know how to exnlain what has
I happened to it since.

It comes down to this. When the Prime Minister
returned from his viasit with you, he set about looking
l for first editions of his books for you. Ne has now

found that I had heen ahead of him, =nd had literally
Booured vot only London but England to pet the gomplete
aet, which I had been suscessful in doing. These books
1 are now at the bindera being bound for you in a lovely
red leather. The Prime llinister sent word to me that
that wss what he wished to give to you erd that he
would appreciante it very much 17 I would be kind enough
to turn the books over to him, mo that he conid send
them teo you as a personal remembrance Tfrom himaself,
Haturally, there was nothing clse for me to do but to
Bgree and I am really very distressod thet we won't
iave the opportunity of giving you something whieh we
koew you wanted.

yr

Ll ——

I do not think the Irime Minister knows that you
have been told you were getting this present from me.
I anyway, it is all very complicated, but the net result
iz that I have been left high and dry regarding your
Uhrietmas present, but that you are receiving the books
from the Prime Minister himself.

dony and I are very well and manange to keep busy,
I can gnite honeatly say I have never had as interesting
a time in my 1ife as I am having now, and I am thorouchly
en Joying it.

”j
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Sally spends most weekends with us. AiAs you know,
she is now in the imeriean Hed Cross, where I am part
of each week. She is working hard and doing an
awfully good job.

I am enclosing two seto of Pree French stamps
which have just been issued by the Free French forcoes
here. I do not think they are on the market as yet,
and ! thought you might be interested in having then.
I understand there will bec two more sets coming out
shortly. These stamps were desipgpned by the man who
did the beautiful lacquer work in the "lormandie™. '
I thipk his name 1s Edmond Dulac.

Our thoughts ere so often with you, and we pray :
that you are keeping well in spite of your busy life
in such difficult times.

Hy love to you, !
Affectionately,

Margard A i,




THE WHITE HOUSE
ASHINGTON

March 16, 1942.
REMINDER

CGive the attached to the
President just belore General

Eikorski comwes in to see him.
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40, Berkeley 3quare,
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February 20, 1942,

My dear Mr. Fresident:

In the thought that it might serve as a
useful reference, I am sending you the attached
indexed survey (a) on the reactlons of Allied
government circles here to L.3talin's reported
post-war ldeas; and (b} on the views of leading
officials of these circles on the shape of
things to come,

No sooner had I found that the Polish Govern-
ment had learned of M.Stalin's post-war ideas,
then I became apprehensive least the Foles
initiate some action which might prove offensive
to the Russlans, I had not long to wait, On
March 31 General Sikorski proposed, at a lunch
which he gave for the representatives of the
Belgian, Greek and Yugoslav Governments, that a
declaration be made by all Allied Governments
here, looking towards post-war collaboration,

The enthusiastic reception accorded his proposal
on this occasion spurred him to further efforts,
Unfortunately, his and his associates! thirst
for publicity resulted in a press notice the
following day to effect that he had given this
luncheon for the purpose of discussing & post-war
European reconstruction plan,

This, in turn, drew the attention and sus-
Pleion of the Russian Embassies here and sarved
to antagonize his colleagues in Allied govern-
mental circles, who thus suspected him of seeking
leadership of their circles,

Subsequently, the General and several of his
associntes asked me what I thought of the proposal

for/
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for a declaration, stating the envlisaged terms thereof,
in only the most vmgue waey, I replied that I person-
ally believed thaet before leunching any such move at
this time, it should be put to the "apgld test": would
it in any way prove offensive to the Russiana? -

could it be interpreted by the Russians as a move to
form a bloc sgainst them? I added that 1t might be
best to consult the Russians themselves in the matter.
I subsequently made the same reply to similar questions
asked me by representatives of the Norweglen, Czecho-
slovak, Yugoslav and Belgian Governments,

In response to my observations on this score, the
Norweglan Foreign kiinister said that my remarks had
served to convince him that his own first Impression
was right: he considered that the making of a
declaration at this time, such as was proposed by
General Sikorski, would only lnclte Russian susplclons;
he would advise Russien authorities of his Government's
invitation to join the declaration, and of his
disinclination to accept.

The Yugoslav Foreign Minister, in response to my
observations, sald that he had hithertoc been in a
quandary, since the Foles had urged him so strongly
to join the declaration. My observations, however,
hed confirmed his own second thoughts in the matter.
He believed, therefore, that his Government should
do everything possible to dispel Russian suspiclon,
and, rather, to create an atmosphere of collaboration.

Judging by General Sikorski's and his assoclates'
reactions,at this stage, to M.3Stalin's reported post-
war intentions, I should lock for them to become more
and more exercigsed, the closer the Russians draw to
the Pollish border.

In this connection, I am aware that Slkorskl and
his mssoociates consider British public oplinion as a
whole, "too much mt Russia's feet", and that by
comparison, the attitude of the "Unlted States towards
Russia 1s better balanced™; they have falled to
conceal their interest in what they appralse as a

"division/
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"division of American opinion vis-d-vis Rusaia®,
Accordingly I feel it would be only a wise precaution
to keap an eye open for traces of any possible
attempt, inspired by Polish cirecles here, to exploit
this mspect to the advantege of Foland's interests
and perheps to the detriment of Russia in the eyes

of American public opinion,

In advising this I feel that I should give you
my follewing impressions concerning General Sikoreki's
frame of mind: while he is & thoroughly honest,
sincere and courageous character, he has gained
during the past few months, an inordinate amhit{nn,
and thirst for publicity. He pietures himself on
the one hand as leader of post-war Poland, on the
other hand, now that France has disappeared as a
dominant influence on the continent, the leader of
continental Europe, I mention the Toregolng because
I feel that his ambitions, his thirst for publicity,
end his charscteristically FPolish suspleions of
Russia, might possibly some day ecloud his otherwise
comparatively clear perspective - and lead him to
pernit some of his compatriots to launch some form
of subtle anti-Russian play amongst the Folish-
American community in our country.

I believe you might be interested in reading
Dr. Benes' views, pages 7 to 11, and General Sikorski's
views, pages 18 to 20 - slso my observations as to the
differences between their respective opinions, page 30.

With warmest regerds and every good wish, I am,

Yours faithfully, 1
~Touy [Beddee o

The President,
The White House,
Weshington,
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Hl“h -‘n ¥ 19‘2 -
MEMORANDUM FOR
HARRY HOPHINE:
TO READ AND RETURM.

r-DQHl‘
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FACTORS MOTIVATING FRESH CONCERN esssvsnssvsnvrnns

GENERAL SIKORSKI'S EFFORTS TO FORM AN ALLIANCE
BETWEEN THE TWO CONFEDERATIONS, AND TO BRING
ABOUT A DECLARATION BY THE ALLIED GOVERN~
MENTS LOOKING TOWARDS POST-WAR COLLABORATIONsss

PERSONAL OBSERVATIONS (e) AS TO UNLIKELIHOOD
OF SIKORSKI'S BUCCEEDING IN RALLYING ALL
ALLIED COVERNMENTS TO HIS PROPOSED DECLARA-
TION AT THIS TIME; (b) ON THE REACTIONS
THERETOj AND (c) ON OPPORTUNITY AFFORDED
EY THE PROPOSAL TO GAIN FRESH INSIGHT TO
FORWARD « LOOEKING VIEWS OF GOVERNMENTS

CONCERNED sosswssssssnasnanssrnonsaissscnssnns

DISCERNIBLE PRELIMINARY REACTIONS OF ALLIED
GOVERNMENT CIRCLES TO GENERAL SIKORBEKI'S
PROPOSAL, AND THEIR RESPECTIVE FORWARD -
LOOKING VIEWS R

CZECHOSLOVAE GOVERNMENT'S PRELIMINARY REACTIONS
AND FORWARD = LOOEING VIEWS sesssesvessnsssons

DR. BENES' VIEWS ON MEANS OF DISPELLING RUSSIA'S
DOUBTS AND SUSPICIONS sesssnessssssnsnsssnsnns

DR. BENES' VIEWS ON THE NECESSITY OF AN ALLIED,
NOT A RUSSIAN VICTORY, TO INSURE AN ALLIED
NOT A RUSSIAN PEACE seswwsnssnssnvancsssnsssns

DR. BENES' VIEWS AS TO THE LIEELIHOOD OF POST-
WAR REVOLUTIONS ON EUROPEAN CONTINENT, AND
A POSSIBLE MEANS OF "CANALIZING" THEM wsssanan’

DR. BENES' HOFES CONCERNING CZECHOSLOVAKIA'S

FUTURE sasaonsncnonsnsnsasastnssssnntsotbonnss
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DR. EENES' VIEWS REGARDING THE COMINTERN
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CZECHOSLOVAK MINISTER WITHOUT PORTFOLIO
O0S83USEY'S VIEWS ON POSSIBILITY OF POST-WAR
COMINTERN ACTIVITIES O S L LI

GENERAL SIKORSKI'S APPREHENSIONS AND FORWARD =

LOOKING R R N R I

MOTIVE EEHIND SIKORSKI'S DESIRE THAT RACZYNSKI
YISIT 'mImmH'!'llilil“!ll’l!ll‘lii#lﬂl‘iiii

AUTHORITATIVE ASSURANCES HERE A8 TO NO
CONTEMPLATED COMMITMENTS TO RUSSIA sovsssenass

SIKORSKI'S SENSE OF RELIEF ON LEARNING MOLOTOV
NOT EXPECTED HERE UNTIL LATER THAN FORMERLY

REPORTED e L L R N L NI ITITrr T

FERSONAL OBSERVATIONS RE EACKGROUND FOR
IMPRESSION THAT SIKORSKI HOPES FOR SOME FORM
OF "REINSURANCE" FROM US AGAINST ANY TENDENCY
TO YIELD TO POSSIBELE RUSSIAN PRESSURE FOR

c itlﬂliiilltltlntnit-inr'ttitloi-ii

SIEORSKI'S CONVERSATION WITH SIR STAFFORD CRIPPS;
THE LATTER'S OESERVATIONS; SIKORSEI'S RE-
ACTIONS THERETO L TN LR T

BUBSTANCE OF SIR STAFFORD CRIPPS' VIEWS ON
RUSSIA AND HER POTENTIAL BEARING ON POST-
WAR EUROPEAN RECONSTRUCTION, AS EXPRESSED
Tﬂ sz SII'DR-SH liilllililliill!litti‘l-i

GENEHAL BIKORSEI'S HEACTIONS TO CRIPPS! REMARES, .

OENERAL SIKORSKI'S FURTHER REACTIONS T0
CRIPPS' OBSERVATIONS; AND OBSERVATIONS AS
TO HIS FORWARD - LOOKING THOUGHTS REGARD-
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SIKORSKI'S DISAPPOINTMENT OVER CRIPPS' VIEWS
HEVIVED HIS UNHAPPY IMPRESSION OF VARIOUS
SHADES OF BRITISH REACTION TO POLISH=RUSSIAN

AGREEMENT R e N S RN

FURTHER LIGHT ON VIEWS OF POLISH GOVERNMENT AS

A 'Hm--ataq-aail-q‘-i-t---rnca---.a-.;---tvr

GENERAL SIKORSKI'S IRRITATION OVER GENERAL
DE GAULLE'S RADIO EROADCAST FAVORABLY
REMARKING UPON RUSSIA'S-ROLE IN THE FUTURE s« »

COMPARISON OF BENES' AND SIKORSKI'S VIEWS A8
TO METHODS AND TIMING OF PROCEDURE IN
CONSULTATION BETWEEN MAJOR WESTERN POWERS
AND RUSS
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PRELIMINARY HEACTIONS OF NORWEGIAN GOVERN=
MENT TO SIKORSKI'S PROPOSED DECLARATION,
AND ITS FORWARD = LOOKING VIEWS ssvesasnsssn.

REACTIONE OF BELGIAN GOVERNMENT
T0 SIKORSKI'S DECLARATION AND ITS FORWARD =
LOOKING VIEWS sesecosscsssasscssssssssdsnsons

FRELIMINARY REAOCTIONS OF HETHERLANDS GOVERNMENT
70 SIKORSKI'S PROPOSED DECLARATION AND
ITS FORWARD = LOOKING VIEWS sevssnnsnssssssss

YUGOSLAV AND GREEK GOVERNMENTS PRELIMINARY
REACTIONS TO GENERAL SIKORSKI'S FROPOSED
DECLARATION scsssssssssasansosmonsnnnorssbons

YUGOSLAY GOVERNMENT'S CONCERN OVER IMFLICA=-
TIONS OF WHAT IT BELIEVES TO EE M, STALIN'S
FOST=WAR INTENTIONS VIS-A-VIS BULGARIA sewess
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Near the Polish Government
LONDON, February 20, 1942.

Polish 3eries
Hﬂn 119

Drsesry comsraunzie

Subject: Survey of reactions of
Allied Govermment circles
to M.Stalin's reported poste-
war Intentions, md their

Torward- views,
(see attached x)e
The Honerable
The Seerstary of State,
Washington
Sir;

Supplementing my despatch Polish Series Nos
115, Jamusry 20, 1942, deplcting the tendency of
the Allled Covermments of Esstern, Central and
Southeastern/

DECLASSIFTED
Beate Das Letter, 1-11.79

By J. Schauble Data_FEB 4 1972



e

Southeastern Lurope to "huddle togetier” in race
of what they understood to be M.5telin's post-war
intentions, I hunl the honor herein to report
(a) evidence of their fresh concern over develop=-
ments which have taken place both before and
sinee the signing of the Greeko-Yugoslav and
Polish-Czechoslovek treadies; and (b) the reactions
and. l'orward-looking views of Dr, Benes, of General
dikorskl, and of Yugoslav and Greek authorities,
88 well as of Allied Government olrcles inm gensral,
LACTORS MOTIVATING FR S CONCERN,

Fresh concern asrose from the Tollowing factors:
(a) General Sikorski's and his assoclatea' indignstion
over what they understand to be M,Stalin's intentions

{1)(2)
to inelude Lithusnia as well as Latvia and Esthonia

(1) In an article by Polish Ambessador and Aeting
Forelgn Minister, Count Raozyneski, which sppeared in
"The Sundey Times", January 11, Le mentioned Foland's
historie interest ln Lithuanig, sdding in effect that
Poland and Lithuania would be bound in the future by
friendship and mutusl interest, The fo day
Russian imbassador to the Folish Government Bugouoim,
z:otnhd, polnting out to Reezynaki in effect that

thuania lay in Russia's post-war orbit. At the some
time U.Bogomolov drew sttention to snother recent
artiole by a prokinent Fole i Bogomolov protested
against the inclusion of o fhatunph of Vilno and
chmu;“ to past and possible future connections with
Foland, response Lo these protestas General Sikorski
-diitnlmhiutlﬂuhhmu saing
bls Govermnme:nt's sstonlishment over the latter's proteats
?;Itg; above mrll;

fquestlon put to the Aoting Jeore at hia
February 13 Press conference, as to Ihlt:::‘rm Depart-
ment had any knowledge of reported comversatlions in
London between the British and Russlans whiioh indicated
fgreements Lad been tentatively manh ineluding
momn. post-war territorial settlements whe reby
would be given the Baltie States, Bessarabia,

end Bukowina, reeqlls to mind the following: (a) my
July conversation wherein Mr, Eden egreed with ngy
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within Hussis's post-war orblt-l; (b) General Sikoraki's
apprehension over his report of January ?Jrru
Polish Eubassy, Kulbyshev, definitcly indieating that,
contrary te his understending of the spirit and terms
of his recent agreement with M,3talin, the Kussian
authorities are restrieting enrolment in the Folish
forees to raclal Puui‘:luu exoluding the enrolment
of Pollsh natlionals of other origin and extraetion;
(e) the Folish, the Yugoslav, the Greek, snd perheps
to a lesser degree, the Czechoslovek, Governments!
concern over what they belleve Lo be M,Stalin's
intention to include at least the coastal area of
Bulgeris within Russia's post-war ssrateglc area,

1 am aware, moreover, that these eireles, at
least in part, look with some concern upon the
implications of the reecent Russlan proposal that the

expressed opinion that more and more pressure mifht.
be expected for territorlal commitments (see Polish
series No,3l, July 27,1941), and (b) my recent
conversation with en offieiml of the Folish Govern=-
ment whereln he sald that the Baltles looked to the
United States as their only hope for the future. ir,
he sald, the United States did not intend to halp
them towards restoration of independence of thelr
respective states, this should be made clear to them
80 that the ple of the Baltic States might fight
out thelir 8 on thelr omn. Henee the sfore-
mentioned inquiry at the press conference would seem
L0 bear the earmarks of combined Polish and Baltic
inspiration,.
(3) The Polish Government's apprehension over this
nforl was reflected in the publieation of an article
entitled "The Gurzon Line" in tie Jenuary 16 lssue of
"Free Europe”. In effect, the article stated that
the "Curzom Line™, which was brought up whenever the
E:-mu of Pomi'; Eastern rrontier was discussed
the British Fress or in certain British litical
oireles, was usually referred to as an equitable
frontier based on the ethnographieal prineiple,
After golng into considerable detall ms to various
deeclslons and treaties be on the t=groat-war
settlement of the JolisheRuss rmt{:;, the
article ends by stating a number of conclusions whioh
might be drawn therefrogp:
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Lieth-Hoss Committee extend the scope of its studles
to that of post-war price polioy. Reoalling that
when the Listh-Hoss Committee was formed, the
Russians made a number of repervations, these cireles
are inelined to regard this proposal as signifieant,
Their preliminary reaetien is that 1t would be
premsture to discuss this aspect now, They feel

that the study of post-war price-fixing would open
up many other chsnnels of far-reaching considerations
of important bearing upon the whole fabrle of post=
war reconstructlon plans. Moreover, some with whom I
have discussed the natter, smphasize the importance of
bearing in mind what a paychologleally strong trading
position the Russians, due to their ourrent wave of
militery successes, would have at this time, were
they to press their point in this respoeot,

{1} The "Curzon Line" was never intended %o be a
frontier between Poland and Soviet Husais;

(2) A delimitation made by the Supreme Council
reserves Poland's right to territorisl cleims
oast of this Linej

(3) Soviet kussia consistently refused to recog=
nize this line, and oven denounowd it in
officlal documents

{4) Throughout the Pollah-ﬂvﬂut peace uegotiatlons
nelther side sver mentioned this Line, The
"Curzon Line", the article sontinued, wes 1n no
way connected with the question of nationslities
in their sdjeining territories,

In the British press, however, the article continued,
the view had been expressed that this line equitably
divided the arees inhabited predominantly by roles
and Russians (or Ukrelnians)., It had furthermsore
stated in the British FPress that Russia had ocoupled
Polish territories up to the Gurmom Line in September
1939, und then had delibarately stopped becsuss ar
the e aphloal character of this line, This was
inacourate. The Soviet occoupation of Eastern Poland
had been sctuated by strategic rather tumn ethno-
graphieal motives, The Cerman Soviet Line or demark-
ation connected with the "Curzon Lina” only ia the
middle reaches of the River Bug.



Tugoslav, Greek, and Czechoslovak, as well as Folish
offieclal cirecles, each to a greater or lesser degree,
discernibly suffered = fresh wave of apprehension over
the foregoing faoctors, Genersl Sikorski promptly
initiated moves (1) to form an alliance between the )
Folish-Czechoslovak and Greeko-Yugoslav confederations;
and (2) to bring the other Allied Governments, established
here, into a joint declarmtion of prinulplu! looking
towards some form of post-war munbumi;ilr:

Iia s G AL uuaERervaL UL E L 'l I —de Bl LI 3
STkorakiTs sucoseding In Tallvliy sll JTiic "
o hls projosed dec: rv-.-;é,ﬁ'_n'l';q_sn e o] on The
SEE L 'J: ._'1_' B I 1 .'.._ '4."."“‘_1:"...'. "\-';_.|I L L . o |
a‘r'r*ﬁv-ntrrﬂr-rﬁtﬂ*rumu okIng

o rTLm o8 rne

(k) In raising the point with Russisn .mbassador Bogomolov,
General Sikorski reonived what he ocongiders an evaaive
reply to the effeot that the Hussian authorities are
earrying out the agreement, end are Plaeing no obstacles
in the way of' "Poles" Ja the foreces. Slkorski's
suspielon as to the implicetions of Bogomolov's use of

the word "Poles" was, in the Goneral's opinion, borne

out by his verr recent repert from his inbespedor in
EKuibyshev, This indicated that the Russ!nn suthor ities

Tormor inhabltents of the Folish eastern provinces, in
which the Russiens had held Plebiseites in 1940 to
show that 99.9% of the populations thereor wished to be
porated in the U.8.9.K. This turn of events, I am
aware, does not fmellitate Sikorski's rosltion vig-d-vis
those who formed the op tion last July to hig slgning
the Agreement with Rus » Tor it was apprehension on
ﬁunnmnmmmmnrmn n csuses of
t.;.ﬂf bitterneas (see my Polish series Neo.31, July 27,

1 .

(5) In erfeet, nccording to General Sikorski end his
st unclnhl, his proposal envisages s statement

of prinelples along lines of Lhe Atlantic Charter,
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Notwithstanding Genersl Slkorski's enargetio
efforts, I do not look for him to sucoeed in
rallying all the Alllied Governments to Lis proposal
at this n:.t:u. Judging by the preliminary reactions
of gertoin officlals in these elreles, I percelve
that the Ceneral's suggestions m ilther as to
substence nor as Lo timing of the declaration,
acoord with thelr respective views,

Notwithstanding its umlikelihood of sudoead lng,
Slkorski's proposal not only has evoked some
enlightening and interesting reactions, but also
has afforded a valuable opportunity to goin a
fresh Insight to the forsard=-looking views of the
Governments upproached,

Moreover, this statem nt would call for post=war
military as well as sconomic vollsboration, in terms
of tariff and transportation considerations (a drarft
of the General's propossls is, I understand, still
in the progess or pmrnuuni.

2) I should be definltel lnelined to look fo hE
PolYah Tnitiatlve, Yn that omse, Soreover. tensrs

Slkorakl mizht run the Tiak of & Sonplete Aot et

n his 1 gent no B L 1th M,3talln, ¥ rthermore

Lnformal) oy _made my private opinlof clear, emphaslz] Y
hat 1 thought that nny contempleted move) * of the
ove charsoter should be ) submitted to the "asld
teat™: Could It In any way be constr ed by the Tussiap
ove dlrected ﬁ:ﬂ!‘mrlt s @lther of the
ong rar Sutlool

22 i e AR
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In conneotlon vdth General Sikorski's initlative
in the matter of the proposed deolaration by the
4llied GCovernments, I have the impréssion Lhat while
Dr, Benes is no less opposed than the Genersl to any
Plan implying eventual Russian encirclement of
Czeclhoslovakia, as well as of Poland and of other
states in that erea, he has thus for been cereful
not to show his hand in any moves whleh the Russians
might interpret as efforts to build up a bloeck
agelnst them, Aceordingly, I have the impression
that, desiring tc svold the risk of incurring Russian
suspleion and ire, he usually confines expression
of whatever ﬁfﬂhmim he alsht have to discrete
conversations with the British suthoritles and ourselves,

(7) In this conneotion, it mey be resalled that, in
by ‘espatch Czechoslovak serles lio,7, Jenuary 27, 1942,
1 reported Dr. Benes' view that it wes Russis alone
which hed thus far conoeived a definite {uﬂ-—m plan
afiicable to certein areas in « It was highly
idportant, therefere, that the Uni States and Britain
together consider and formulate, at least in principle,
This was urgently

Washington as well as on Londen for commitments in
light of her own plan, He felt, moreover, that once

the United States snd Britain had agreed betwesn
themselves, they would be in position to meet with the
Hussians, fo diseuss thelr respective plans, e had, he
sald, energetically striven in the years leading up to
the cutbreak of the war to bring about an understanding
between Hussis end France and Britein in Preparation for
the war, Now he was oarnestly hopeful of sn understanding
betweeh the United States, Britaln and Russla, in
preparation for the peace.
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Dr, Benes and Foreign Minister Dr, Ripka, are
both of the flrm bellef (a) that the degree both
of justice in a dﬁrthh post=war European settlemcnt,
and of order or cheos in a post-war Burope, depend
upon the degree of understanding between the Unlted
States, Britaln and Russiaj and (b) that towards
sugh understanding an sgreement in primciple at
loast, between the United States and Britaln on =
post-war plan for Burope, 1s an essentlal preliminary
to eventusl Amerlean-British-Fussisn conversatlions
looking towards a three-cornered asccord on this end
other post-war aspeots, Henoce, slnoce they would not want
to run the risk of inourring Kusaia's doubts mél
susploions,mean -hile, they would be averse to
participating in e move whiech the Kusslans might
interpret as envisaging a bloc directed against them.,
They moreowr both share the firm vles that, since
experlence has shown thet the only way to hold am
ever smbitlous Germany in cheock 1s to convinee her
that she would face a two-Ifront war, 1t 1s necessary
for the future to create a durable bridge of
understanding between the major Western Fowers and
Russis, as well as the states between the Baltie
and the Aegean, Great care, they hold, should be
taken in ereating end msintaining sueh a brldge, with
view to preventing the Germans from ever again thinking
it possible to isolate one side from the other,
Moreover, in my recent talks with Dr. Benes and Dr.

R1pka/
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Ripka, they disclosed that in suggesting that th ir
Government Join in the proposed declaration, General

SBikorski had spoken only 1lmn the Vaguest terms concern-

ing the enviseaged substanee mmr; However he had
enphasized his view thet the declarstion would be
helpful both to Fresident Koosevelt snd to Prime
Minister Churehill, It would give inportant evidence

of efforts in the direetion of their Jointly expressed

hopes for post-war cooperation; adherenee Lo the
policy set forth ih the "Atlantiec Charter™; it
would strengthen their hends in focussing sattention
of their respeetive peoples cn litler as "Enemy No,l",

Moreover, Allied Governmentel inftistive in the matter

would serve to nllay possible Fuseisn suspleions that
the declaration hed found its inspiration in "Anglec-
imericen scherdng™, In response to the GCenpral's
remarks, Ur, DBenes ond Dr, Bipka had told him that
before taking sction in the matter they would want
first to consult the three r-.1ln,1n:r powers, Dr, Bines
thereupon signiriesntly remarked to ne that, from

the Czechoslovek Governmentc's standpoint, a cardinal
eondition for the Folish-Umechoslovak Fact was
friendly relationship between lolsnd and Russia,

Further clarifying his views, lir. Benes went on
to say that in order to dispel Hussian suspieclons 1t
was negessary (1) to aveid giving any improssion
elther that the Allied Governments conoerned -.n
forning e bloe sgoinst Russis, or thet Briteln and
the United States were encouraging this; (2) to

dispel/
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dispel Russian epprehension lest Britaln end the
United States would refuse to grant Hussia even a
hearing on what Hussie considered to h mattersa
purely of Russiean interest., These were: the 1941
Hussisn frontier with Finland, the Baltic States,
the Eastern frontlier of Foland, and Bessarabia,
is ms the Finnish-Russisn frontier question,
the Russians would more than likely take the
position that they would not care agaln to rlsk
Finland's becoming the instrument of Cerman military
poliey against them, With regerd to the Haltles,
the Russians would likely adopt & similar line of
argument, claiming ln addition that these states
lay within their natural economic as well as
strategle orbit.

Concerning Poland's Eastern frontler with
Russia, they would probably teke the position that
in ocertain ereas along the Folish side of the 1939
frontier, pecples of hussian origin and extrastion
were predominant.

In further connection with the Fellsh-Russian
frontier, Dr. Benes continued, General Sikorski had
already given him the impression thet he was
confident that he and Stalin could settle this
question between themselves, Benes felt, moreover,
that elthough, for obvicus reasons, Sikorski would
heaitate to divulge it to his eassoeciates at this
time, Slkorskl was enterteining the thought at the
back of his head that he might succeed in working
out some "reectifieation” along this fromtier,

provided/
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provided Poland were compensated elsew: ere. This 2
of course, Benes sald, meant primarily the elimins=
tion of the East Prussien enelave, snd consequently
the "corridor" question,

As for Fessarablas, Fussis would undoubtedly
argue that this lay within her natural orbit.,

Drs Denes went on to say that in considering
these questions realisticslly, he did not overlook
the remotoness of Britain and the United States
from these areas of Furope. Nor did he overlook
the pﬂlniblilit:' that if ths United States and Eritein
differed with Hussls concerning these areas, and
r-nltmtlutﬁnmtinmmtampport
their views with force, Russia might settle the matter
in her ewn way, In this comnnection, he had in mind
the proximity of FRussia te these areas, end the
swiftness with which Fussie might move, should she
deeide to take matters im her own hands.,

Speaking of the proesecution of the war, Dr. Benes
held thet, in event the lussians broke through, and
headed in the direction of Perlin, it would be
necessery that the Polish and Czechoslovek forces
Join up the Russian drive, in urder to be at hand in
their respeotive countries at the time of Fussian
penetration. It would be, moreover, equally
neceasary that the forces of the western powers
drive towards Berlin at the same time. In brierf,
an allied, not a Russisn victory, wes essential

in



(a)
in order to insure an allied, not s Russisn pesce.

Of the possible Limediate aftermath of war in
Europe, Dr. Denes expressed his opinion that the
cossation of hostilities would find an outbreak of
revolutions in most European States, . He felt,
however, that, in event of e friendly understanding
between Dritain and ourselves md Russie, these
uprising could be "canalized",

Even in Crechoslovekis a revolution was
inevitable, Dr, Nenes sald, but in milder form than
that which was likely to .t-lh Place in other countriea,
By comparison with the other smaller states of
Eastern, Central and Southeastern Europe, (recho-
slovakis had nnjoi;? & more belanced soclel and
sconomic strueture.

(8) o0f connected bearing, Dr. Denes said that in
recent m“ﬁ end informal talks with Husslan
Ambassadora sky and Bogomolov he had stated
mﬁmmmtmu-um—h.m
mental mistale if she were ever to move her troops
into Pragues In the first place, the Czechoslovaks
would react towards the Hussians as they were now
reacting towards the Germans, Horeover,

the tragle results of German cecupation of Prague,
he had peinted out the world had arned the full
meaning of Bismark's statement that whoever
mastered would be master of Europes The world
had learned ts lesson on this score - end it was
well for them to bear this in mind, in case the
Russians were ever ted to oceupy Prague.
Indeed, he had stsess the presence of Russisn
troops in Prague would no doubt oventually provoke

& conaolida

(8) As for hia country's future, he had slre
concelved a "new deal" programme envis broed
esgrarien end economic reforms. He eATTIOA

hoped thereby te re-invigerste the soclal and
sconomie structure of the country, and to improve
working snd 1ivin: conditions for the people as a
whole. They must, he said, be made to know the
were well off snd that revelution would lead ong.y
to something worse.



- 13 =

As for Poland, a revolution there was slso in-
ovitable, but, as in the case of Czechoslovakiam, of
minor degree., The end of the wer would probably
find Poland no longer able to continue her hitherto
unbalanced social-sconomic life: the great disparity
between the large landowners and the pessants. Hence,
Poland might be expected to tmerge from the war
betber prepered to develop & more balanced national
atructure,

In Hugary, the revolution would assume 5 more
violent form: the masses against the large landowners.,

In fumanie, the revolution would likewlse essume
o more vident form.

In Bulgaria, the massea, who by nature were
naturally pro=fusslan, would provably rise ageinst
the King and his followers,

As for Frence, she would more than likely pass
through what the Germans called a "blood bath". Moree
over, due to her continued tragle condition, tegether
with the inevitable revolution, ahe would not be
likely to take her place agaln as & first class nation
for perhaps seven to elght years or more. This would
alter the historie balance in Europe, and would tend
to make all the more necessary a group of atrong
reglonal confederations or independent stutes in ragt
and Central snd Southeast Eurepe.

At this point Dr. Benes again stressed his opinion
that an ‘meriecan~irdtisheitusgian understanding was a
pre-requisite to the "esnalization" of these antligi-
pated revolutiona,
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As regards the postewar internsl pelitical
structure or France, he said he nmiﬁud it might
beat be directed under the leadership of n strong
Left bourgeoisie. Thias might succeed 1f supported
by the friendly interest or Eritain, the United
States md Fussias., As for Ueneral de faulle's part
in the early period or reconstruction, Benes
considered that he might be expected to play an
important, yet perhsps not the loading role.

ZEe Lones’ hopes concerning Csechoslovakia's future.

As regards Dr. Penes' views on poat-war Czechoslovakia,
he would 1ike the British Government us soon as possible
to repudiste "Munich" formelly and juridically, reserve
ing at the seme time rights to discuss with the "Oreat
Powera"™ and Czechoslovekin, the latter's future frontiers
ond their implications. Pending British aetion along
these lines, Dr. Penes does not feel in position to o
Turther in his negotiations with the Poles,.

Moreover, he would like to cede territory on tha
West (Egerlemd), Nerth and North-east territory, territory
which contains 600,000 to 700,000 Sudeten Germans. He
also would want certain "rectifications" nen the
atrategienlly weakest portien of the frontier on the
North, North-east, in order that he eould deseribe
these modifications as an "exehange" rather then a
cession of territory. In order to rid himself of as
many Sudeten Cermans as possible, he would like to
expel two "without territory™ for every onme "with

territory
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territeory". Aceordingly, of the total of approximately
5,200,000 within the old frontiers, he would be left
with 3,200,000 less 650,000 "with territery”, less
twice 650,000 "without territory".

In connectlion with the above views, I may add
that I am aware that Eritish authorities have told
Drs Penes that due, emong other factors, to promises
to us, they could make no commitments of this nature,

Speaking of Crechoslovakia's future, Dr. Benes
sald that his country wanted to be friends with
Fussia, but not her slaves, He was, therefore,
earnestly hopeful of American as well as British
friendly interest not only in the reatoration of his
country but slso in the reconstruction of Eamatern,
Central and Southeastern Furope as a wholes

This 1s the gist of Dr. Benes' considered views
and hopes in comnectlion with the future of his
country and of his part of Eurepe in particular, and
of Furope in general.
Dr. Benes' views regerding the Comintern after the war.

As regards Dr. Denes! views on the Comintern after
the war, he told me that on frequent occaslons Russisn
Ambassadors Malsky and Dogomolov had both taken pains
to emphasize that MeStalin had no intentions of inter=
fering in the internal affairs either of Crechoslovakia,
Poland or other statesm of Lurope. Dr. Benos sald that
while he welcomed these assurances, there was, to his
ﬂnd, at the moment, no certainty that the policy eof
"world-revolution" would not be revived after the war.

Crechoslovak



Dostor Stephan Ossusky, of Slovkk origin, formerly
Ambassador to Frunce and presently Minister without
Fortfelio in Doctor Penea' Cabinet, atated to me in
offeoct the followingg

A2 regards the possibility of a postewnr revival
of the Comintern's setivities, he felt that while Stalin
had dispensed with the policy of weorld revelution,
there was no certainty that he would not revive these
tactlcs after the close of the war, As compared to
Drs Henes' activitlea, Dr. Ossusky stated he 1s convinced
that the Soviet Uovermment had in mind solely s poste-war
settlement which would sllow it to develop its own
country in peace. Moscow he held had no 1llusions
about the standard of living which remsined desperately
low, MNoreever, the almms of imperislism now clearly
emerging did not presage any attempt at world eonquest,
but had their origin in reaction sgainst the Comintern
and Communism. Everyone in power in fussia was fully
aware thet there wes no communiam left in that country,
even 1f there ever was anys With tho Comintern it wes
different. When Lenin, he continued, who with Trotsky
was & mun of theories as well as actlon, as opposed to
Stalin, who was a slroewd Georglan peassnt opportunist,
began arranglng the educational system for the U.S5.5.R.
he charged Lunacharsky to burn every Hussilan hdastory
book snd substitute & new history of fussis w leh would
gloss over patrlotism of any kind and would glorify the
revelutionaries who had from time to time appeared in
the history of the country. Whoever they were and

however
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however obscure, these revolutionary leaders were to

be written up as heroes, This aatonishing history

book had been the sole one in use in schools and

universities up to 1937. He, Ossusky, had a copys

In 1837 Stalin sent for his Niniater of Education and

ordered the destruction of every copy of this book.

A new history of lussia was to be written, based on

the principal revolutlonary historles, glorifying all

the conguerors and any man whose patriotlsm stood out

beyond the aversge. Certsin members of the Minlstry

of Education brought up themselves on Lunacharsky's

history of Russia protested at this staggering velte-

face and the viclation at what they had been taught

to belleve, They were liguidated. The new histery

of FHussia, which is surprisingly similar to the

writings of such persons as Professor Von und su

Almedingen had formed the basis of historieal

inatruction in the U.5.3.Hs since the beglmning of 1938.
At the seme time, Lanin had ordered the destruction

of all the works of the Great Fussian patriot poet,

Puahirin, It was a criminel offence to possess a cODY.

Stalin heard of this writer in 1937; ordered hia

resurrection and the translation of his works into sixty

odd languages spoken in the U.8.8.H« This had been done.

Up te the outbreak of the present war, 32,000,000 coples

of Pushkin had been sold in Russla. Flnally up to 1939,

the Soviet Army had taken an oath to defend the

Communiat Party md P_un.ltt ideas snywhere and every-

where. Stalin was then Se¢retary Oeneral of the

Communiat Farty. In 1940, the Red Army oath was

altered



altered to the smme one taken in the days of the Czar,
though naturslly smended in & sultable fashions They
wore sworn to defend the sacred fatherland and the
Government of the Us5.8,Rs Stalin had then placed
himsolf at the head of the Army,

As I cabled, following Polish Acting Forelgn
Hinister Haczynski's request for a visa for the United
States, it became incressingly clear (a) that the mein
reason behind General Sikorsii's eagerness thut
fmczynskl visit Washington, was his concarn over the
implications of M.3talin's reported post-war intentions
vis-é=vis Eastern, Central and Southesstern hmp.iml
(b) that the Cenersl aceordingly hoped that Haeszymalkl
might be given a hearing in Weshington concerning his
Government's views on these intentions, before we
might have determined our posltion in the matter; md
(e) that in thus steting his Covernment's "l!.uz, ]
Raczynski might obtain, in effect, some form of
"reinsurance™ against any posaible tendeney to yleld
to pressure for commitments, in conneetion with
M.3telin's reported intentions,.

m: lll.'r!r page 2, Deapateh Polish Series 104, January

:l.i In con ating visiting
‘ ) ora a i is ﬂ:fut tn tae . Saom
'll.ug 1-;* ocr to
nr detail certain vie n;r Gﬁvzr:-mt:.hp



I am aware that Genersl Sikorski has olready
recelved suthoritative sssurance here of no cone
templated commitments on the above score. In fact,
he confidentislly told me that Mr. Churchill hed
assured him in effest that he did not consider thia
the time to discuss the question of !‘mnt.hnim This
could be settled in pgood time, However, if it
eventually became necessary to come to some arrange-
mont with fussis en this queation, it would hawe to
be settled on & basis of Juatice,

hore until Yater Than Tormerly recortod

Mre Churehlll had told him, moreover, that M,
Molotov's proposed visit to London, in return for
Mr. Eden's viait to loscow, would probably not talke
place until about May-June. Genersl Slkoralici
greeted this information with a sense of marked
relief, for he had previously understood that
He.Molotev might be coming here sbout February-March,
He had been deeply apprehensive lest so sarly a visit
a8 February-March might have far-reaching, unhappy
consequences. To engage in converaations when tho
Russisns were at the height of & wave of asuccesses,
he felt, would be risky. It would be better to "wait
and see” the course of the anticipated "spring drive",

orakl '

gted |

(12) See page 10 last agraph this despateh for Ir. Fenes'
mirutlm re ﬂm-l,;ikwm'- hnuh-:;:tht-hud. th'.nught.
on post-war Polish-Russien frontier, Also refer ny des-
pateh Polish Series No. 117 February 2, 1942, pege 4 for

my observations re samo subject.
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He would be inelined to construe any Hussisn search
for commitments before that time, as an effort to
obtain "reinsurance” in form of minimum cleims, in

. tase an allied victory rm the Caucasus in Cerman
hands, snd the Russian forces pushed beyond the Volga.

fendency to yTeTd fo possTET:

el hopes | - rtos
In commection with my sbove stated impression

thnt Oeneral ﬂikorlkl. entertains hopes of some form

of "reinsurance” from us ageinst any tendency to

yield to possible lussian pressure for cormitments

on M.Stalin's intentions, I feel that either

consclously, or unconsclously, the eneral is motivated

by M.5talin's remarks in their last conversation in

loscow, According to the General, M.Stalin had told

him that by comparison with his satisfection over the

favorable trend of Britiash publiec opinien regarding

Fussia, the underlying division of American opinien

B8 regards Russia was for him a cause of eonsiderable

conecern. I reecall that when Oenersl Sikorski imparted

this to me following his return from Moscow, he

remarked that, to his mind, the Hrit.h.ilit a whole,

!mimlimdhh'mmltmrutofm:h'-

and he thought that the United Stantes had a more

balanced point of view nsuﬂing'ﬂud.u.

(13) The General and his assoclates are constantly
vigilant as to all ahades of Fritish opinion
nﬂ::;urinnmhnhlm, mmﬂm&mtm
gene .
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In further conneotion with his reactions as to
the trend of British opinlon, the General more recently
confided to me that his talk with Sir Stafford Cripps,
immedlately after the latter's return here, had been
for him = source of considerable dlisappointment, The
General said that Judging Wy Sir Stafford's remarks,
the latter seemed, in his opinion, overly-impressed
hrh-ul-hth-putmhhemutmlnn
sight of other important conslderations.
o i S e e

The General went om to say that Sir Stafford had
made the rollowing observations:

If the United States intended to take deelsions
with Britain, on Luropean reconstruction, it was
essential that these decislons must not be delayed
any lenger than possible., Russia was already suspicious
both of the United States and Britein, and delay would
only serve to sharpen these susplelons. A eclear,
friendly, and durable understanding with Russia was a
pre-requisite to cooperation between the Western powers
and lmsela in the reconstruction of Europe, Without
this cocperation the world eould look forward to little
short of chaos. If, provided she intended to cooperate
in post-war European reconstruction, the United States
and Britain did not find themselves in cooperation with
Russia before Russia might have reached Berlin, the
smaller Luropean nations would have to take their
orders from the Soviet Union, The perapective of many

people/
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people was still clouded by old conceptions, old feara
of the spread of "world revolution®, He did not belleve
Russim would treat communism as an export item after
the war, The danger of this possibility would be more
likely to arise If the western powers were elther to
attempt to isolate Hussis or to adopt & hostile
attitude, The Russian Government would ﬂnd a tremsn-
dous task of its own efter this war, and would Emu Lo
devote a great part of lts ensrgles to reconstruction
within its own frontiers, Its paramount aim would .
naturally be to rebulld a strong Russla., He was '
convineed that the hussisn Government had no desire
to interfere in the internal affairs of other European
countries. Moreover, he did not look for imperielistic
expansion, He felt, however, that the Russiasn Govern-
ment would want strategleally sound frontlers,
Senoral Sikorski's reactlons to Cripps' remarks.
Jmmediately following this conversation Genaral
Sikorskl asked me to come to see him., I found him im
a dlscernibly exoroised state of mind, He repeated
5ir Stafford Cripps' foregoing remarks, emphasizing
his own opinion that 3ir Stafford was overly-impressed
with Russia,

Referring to Sir 3tafford's romarks about the
Comintern, the Genmerel said that in a vory recent talk
with Apbassedor Melsky, the latter had sald that he
shared UL.Stalin's opinion that the Poles could not
be "Russified®, and he ecould moreover assure Slkoraki
that Russla would not Interfere &n Foland's internal

affuirs/
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affairs. He, personally, would like to see the world
profit by Hussia's experience in the socisl economic
fields - but he dia not believe that this could
become & reality during his 1ife time,

The General added that the Comintern was at
present headquartered at a remote point in Siberis.
lie sald he refrained from drawing sttention to this
fact, however, since he was apprehensive lest it
give us, as well as the Dritish, s felse sense of
repose, le personally was of the opinion that there
could be no certelnty that M.2telin and his sssociates
would not revive the world revolutlonary policy of
the Comintern after the war.

In connectlon with 8ir Stafford's reference to
frontiers, I recall that General Sikorski told me,
soon after hls return from Mosecow, that he felt
confident the guestion of the Polish-iusslan frontier
could eventually be settled direetly between Lhe Poles
end the Fussiens. However, as pointed out in despatech
Follsh Series No. 117, February 2, 1942, I do not
belleve that he 1s optimistic as to a satiafactory
outcome, in terms of Poland's claimsj he 1s
suffielently realistic not to gount upon a settlement
of the question on basis of 1939 frontier. I further-
more have the impression that, at the back of his
head, he has linked the question of possible
"rectifications” of the frontier with poste=war compensn-
tion elsewhere: incorporation of Hast Prussla, some

form
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form of union with Lithuanis, and perhaps inclusion of
part of pre-war German Silesis within Poland's frontiers.
He would, to my mind, hesitate, however, te divulge such
viewa to his assoclates or to Polish ermy cirecles here,.
In this comneection, it is unlikely that he has forgotten
the views of former Foreign Minister Zgleakl, during the
course of the negotlations for the Polish Fusslan Agree=
ment, Zaleski, voleins the opinion of those who opposed
the terms of the Polish-Fussisn agreement, held that the
negotiations leading up to the signing thereof had elearly
revealed that husals had no intention of returning all,
but enly certain portions of Polish territery occupled by

Russlan forces,

I em aware that Sikorskl's disappointment over
8ir Stafford's views was the sharper for its having
reawnkened his hitherte lingerins doubts as to what
attitude Erikish public opinion might eventually
assume with regard to Poland's position in & post-war
seottlement. These doubts, which for months have been
gnawing at the back of his mind, arose meinly from the
unhappy impression he had gained from the implications
of the following publications, es to the reaction of
various shades of British opinion to the Polishe
Hussian Agreement in July: (1) The implications of
an editorial, "Peace and Power", in the "Times" of
August 1, 1941, to effect that after this war leader-

ship
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ship in Bastern Europe could fall only to Germany or
Russia, Nelther Britain nor the Unlted States could
exeroise, or would mopire to exercise, any predominant
role in these reglons; and 1t would be fatal to
revive the allied poliey of 1919, which created a
bond of union between Germany and Hussia agalnst
Western Europe, There could be no doubt that Briillsh
and Russisn - and it might be admitted, American -
interests alike, demanded that HRussian influence ln
Eastern Kurope should not be eclipsed by that of
Germany; (2) the implications of :n article in "Truth"
of August 8, 1941, to effect that the real value of
the ;alm-nuliu Agreemant to Britain was that 1t
ensbled Britain, with a clear consclence, to wash 1ts
handa of the lhl.nn—?ﬂlhh problem, MNow that Hussla
and Foland had come to terms, Britaln was mercifully
spared of ite obligation in ite pact with Poland to
restore Foland, This would have meant that aftler
beating Germany, Britaln would hLawve been obliged to
wrest the remalning Folish provinces from Britain's
Russlan slllies,

His thoughts, furthermore, flashed back to Minister

(14)
of Labor, Mr. Bevin's, disclosure, in July, to effect

that he shared the attitude of & large portlon of his
party towards the question of fixzing frontliers at
this time; that the question of Folend's frontier
should be left in a fluld state untll & general peace
settlement; that they had, moreover, never locked with
favor upon the territorial changes which had taken

(14) See page 2 despatch Follsh series No,3l, July 27,1941,



place slong the Polish-Rusalan border after the deslgna-
tlon of the Curzon Linej that he personally was utterly
opposed to Britein's malking any commitment regarding
frontiers in general,

Further and more owrrent causes of irrdtation,
sontributing to SBikorski's concern cver Eritish opliniom
as regards Foland's potentisl position in a Buropean
settlement, were the following: (1) a recent open
letter to the weelkly perilodicsl “Free Turcps™, from
Commander Stephen King-Hall, M.P., in whizh he stated
that the man who was as likely os sngone to declds
what would happen to CGermany was M, ¥talin., The writer
would make a guess that M. Stalin would net split
ﬂ-lrﬂ.r_.lj, but would arrange for & Communist Germany;
and (2) 6.D.H.Coles' reeently published book "Eureps,
Russim and the Future®, wherein the writer, in spite
of his confesslon of unhappiness, preferrad & post-
war Europes based on the Soviet Union. Accordingly,
his ideas envisaged the ineclusicn of Central Europs,
the Baltic, Danublan and Balkan countries in & greater
U.8.5.R. Even a soclallist Germany might form part of
it. As for the exiled Governments of the Allled
countries, the writer expressed the charitsble hope
that they would never see thelr native lands again.

In cormeation with the rqroguing causss of Slkorakivys
conicern, I am aware that he is deeply appreciative of

Mr, Churchill's assurances as to no contemplated commitments

in connection with M, Stalin's expressed post-war ldeas,

At the same time, however, the aforecited indleaticns, I am

equally aware, caused Sikoraskl and mssoclates %o fesl none

too



- 27 =

teo confldent of public opinion here, in event that
4 posaibly war-weary pecple eventually found victery
at hand,

Further light was thrown on the views cof the Folish
Yovernment as 4 whole (a) as to the impertance of & poat-
waur "cooperative Creat Fower" between the Baltlic snd Aegean,
and (b) as to the factors essentiul to the creation thereof;
by the lollowlng cbservations of several leading Follsh
offleluls in my recent talk with them:

They sald that British press comment on the recent
dgreemants belween the Follsh and Csechoslovak, and the
Yugoslav and Ureek “overnments, was on the whole favorable,
though r estrained as far as the role of the great powers
was cuncerned. Any elforts, they held, of the nations of
Central and Southeastern turcpe to form an area of strength
between the Baltlec and the Aegean would Ce thwarted unless
supported by the great powers. Zurope had to be rebullt in
such a way as to prevent Usrmany's atarting & third war,

The line Danzig-Sslonika was the spinel cord of the lands
east of Germany. The Interests of the English speaking
nations demsnded that tliose nations must tuke an sctive -
part in creating a "cooperative UGreat Power" in that area,

i "strong bloc” esast of Germany, lay alsc in the intereata of
Ausslse. Hussla could take exceptlon to such a block, 1if,

on the one hand, she could resscnably believe that its

polley ccould be hostlle to her, or, on the other hand, if

she deslgned to bring thess countries under her own domination.
It was obvious that the first possibility wus unthinkable,

As for the second possibllity, that was, that Russia might

want
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want to shift her frontier weatwards, 1t was well to

recall the Soviet experiment of 1940, when "sham plebisdtes"
were held in the “altie states, Emstern Poland, Bukovina and
Bessarablia, to prove that 99,9 perecent of the populations
of these dlstricts wanted to be incorporated in the Soviet
Union, Such plebisdtes, my informants held, could not be
recognized and the Polish aan::mnt had to have the cer=
tainty that Moscow would not resort to such experiments

in the future. Any solutions based on them could not

make for a just and durable p‘.‘“' in Europe. FRussia,
Europe, and the rest of the world, had to be spared the
sufferings and upheavals whlch were bound to follow this

An 1llustration of General Bilordcivs agitated atate of
mind as a result of the aforementioned causes of irritation
and events, was his action following a recent radio broad=
cast of General de Geulles The latter had spoken of the
future "equilibrium" in Furope, declaring that 1t was
posalble only with Fussia taking an active part in the
future erganization or European security, Ascordingly, he
hoped for a Europe composed of two main securlty bvlocks,
elosely cooperating - one based mainly on Rusala, and the
other on Eritain and France., The very next day following
the broadeast, General Sikorsiki told me, he had "ealled
General de Gaulle to assount, over the contents of his

address



address, stating that it seemed to him that de Gaulle
was playing into the hends of the HRussisns - and emphasizing
that de Gaulle would be merely a tool in Russian hands,
enly to be cast mside when he would have served Russiam's
purpose,

I am aware that in response General de Gaulle goocd
naturedly replied that what he had sald was only good
commnon sense, FHRussla meant business; her energles were
aduirably devoted to & total effort to win the war, Moreover,
Russla was serious snd would have to be taken into serious
consideration in conmection wlth any pest-wer reconstruction
plan, He in fact believed in Russia's sincerity of purpose
to the extent of hawving already sent a combined diplomstie
and military Mission to Moscow, He concluded by stating tlat
he felt & durable peace sould be attained best by an under-
standing between the major powers of weatern Burope and Russla,

“nother cause of recent irritation far General Slkorski,
was the radio brosdeast views of Czechoslovak Foreign Minister
filpka, on January 23, to effect that lﬁ:u would hereafter
be a deelsive fuctor im world politics, and in the organizing
of Centrul Bupope. He hald moraeover, that the closer colla-
boration between Czechoslovakis and Poland had besan facili-
tated by the rapproshement between Poland and Russis, He
further spoke of his country's future *"friendly cooperation
with the great powers of western Europe, and particularly
with the Soviet m“_.ﬂﬁ]

(15) In this comnection since this broadoast, I have discerned
Slkoraki's characterlstically Pollish tendency to worry lest
his Czechoslovak colleagues" friendly relationa with Russis
prove a disadvantage to Poland's interests 0On the other hand

[ uniware that the keynote of Aipka's as well as Senes’ poiicy
is "to be friends but not slaves of Russia”,
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WES P 2 AND RUSH

Wnile Benes and Sikorski share the view that an
agreement between the United States and dritulm as Lo 8
post-war Buropean reconstruction plan is & pre-requlsite
to an understanding between these two major powers and
Russia, they differ as to the methods end timing of progedure .,
Bened would like to see early three-cornered converautions
after the Amerlcans and British had agreed upon a plan,
Sikorski would like to see an early Anglo-imericun agreement
on & European post-war plan, but he considers it would be
better to walt and ses the turn of events in the apring,
befare these tw powers discussed such a plan with Russla,

Sikorskl, characteriatic of the attitude of hias
Government as a whole, would like to see bullt up in the
quickest possible order, a gre .t cooperative power with
western support. Benes, on the other hand, wishing to
dispel Hussian suspiclons, tries discretely to saof t-pedal
any moves by his colleagues which might prove offenslve to
the Russians, hoping meanwhile that after the ma Jor weatern
powers might have agreed upon a post-war European plan, they
would enter into conversations with Russla looking towards a
durable peace, Ainurd.tn.gly, he endeavors to exercize & quiet,
restraining influence on any discernible tendeney on
part of the Poles to give vent to thelr recurrent wavea
of distrust of Russis. On the other hedd, Benes in hls
cautiousness, is at times apt to strike Sikorskl as being
unduly pasaive,

PRELININARY
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Mm REACTIONS OF HORWEGIAN GOVERNMEWT TO SIKORSEI'S
PROPOSKD DECLARATION, AND ITS ¥ORWARD-LOOKING VIEHS.

As for the Norweglan Uovernment, I em aware that

in the first place, M, Stalin already sont word to
Forelgn Hinlster Lie, through Ambassador Malsky, that he
had no post-war designs on Norway, While the Norweglan
Government greeted with & sense of discernlble but un-
expresssd concern information concerning M. ¥talin's desire
to reestablish Russia's 1§41 frontier with Finland,

it has derived u sense of comfort from ¥, Stalin's message
regarding Norway, Hence, I do not belleve that the Nor-
wegian Government would be likely to Jjoln in any move
shich might et this time inclte Kussisn doubts and sus-
pleiona, Nor would it care to joim in any move of
exclusively Allied governmental membershlp - it would
want Britain end, Af possible, the United Statesaas well,
included, On the other hund, the prosent Horweglan
Government hae, since its coming to of fice in 1935, been
opposed to allimnces and other eomm!tments aside from
those of culturel nature, with statea beyond Horway's
sphare of interests. Moreover, Forelgn Minlster Lie

in sn address on November 18, 1940, envisaged Horway's
post-war position as one of the "atlantic States",

In line with this poliey, the Government feels that,
due to its extensive Interests as & shipping and seafaring
nation, any future cooperation should be especlally intimate
with the United States and the British Empire, It is
moreover, willing to partielpate in an internatiomal
order in Europe, if the United States and Britain are

willing
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willing to cooperate, and if Russls snd Chins Join them
mnmi

PRELIMINARY REACTIONS OF GIAN GOV RNMENT 10 SIKORSKI'S

DECTARATION AND ITS FOIWARD LOOKING VIEWS.

4s for the Belglan Government, while there is a

tendenoy on the part of some of its members to "flirt™ with
the idea of an Allied governmentsl declarstion as proposed
by Genmeral Sikorski, I belleve $hat the Government as a whole
would more than likely be guided mainly by whatever deeision
the Netherlands Govermnment might take in the matter.
PRELIMINARY REACTIONS OF NETHERLANDS GOV RENMENT TO SIKORSKI'S
EROPOSED DECLARATION AND I?S FORWARD LOOKING VIEWS.

ds ror the Nethorlande Government, it 1s at this time

oons idering exchanging diplomatis representetives with

Hussis, and is unlikely to look with faver upen any Allied
governmental deels ation which might conceivably ineite
Russian suspieion. Looking on the other hand to ards the
future, in temms of posb-war reconsiruction the views of

the Netherlande Government might be oharscterized as eaut iously
hopeful. The Prime kinister, refleoting the tremd of opinion
anonget hls sssoclates, confidentially expressed to me his
cpinion that "things had not yet sufficlently takem form"

(18}
to werrant the setting up of post-war donfederations.

ou e leadlng members o eth irlands Govern-
ment have hitherto discouraged efforts to interest theiy
Government in Duteh partieipation in a pest-wer regional
grouping, Forelgn Minister van Kleffens has, in the course of
the past several months, had & number of exploratory conversa-
tions with representatives of the Norweglan ami Belglan Govern-
ments, regarding the possibilities of post-wer collaborstion in
the economioc field. These tulks, however, have besn motivated
m.ul{ by apprehension lest Artiole 4, "'l.t.'[n.ntiu Charter” imply
& post-war revival of the Ottewa Agreement. Hence, I am in-
olined at this stege, to conalder these talks in the nature
partly of a tactical move (oare has been taken that the British
authorities were not kept in the dark regarding the discussions
and the purpose thereof) and partly of u serious sesrch for
& workable formule in case of & post-war retum to "Ottawa"
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I am aware, theat his Uovernment hes already replled
to this effect to the Delglan Yovernmont's several scundings
on the possibllity of a post-war Nethurlands-Delglan
grouping, As to plaming for poste-war reccnstruction,
the Frime Miniaster emphesized the importance of setting up
any poat-war International macidnery on the basls of &
real latic conception, He could see no durabllity in an
ureal coneeptlion such as a purely European grouping of natlons,
As Iln the case of the Norweglan and Belglan Uovernment's
views regarding the positions of thelr respective countries,
it 1s clear that in the Netherlands Government's point of
view, there is a greater community of interest between the
Netherlands and the United States, Britaln and other over=
seas states, than between the Satherlards and purely Buropean

grouplngas,
¥ AN NTS P ARY REACTICNS
1] I "5 PROPOS

As for the Yugoslav and Greek Governments, thdr appre-
henslon over the repertedly rapld growth of Communism in
their respective countries, coupled wlth their uneasiness
over Russia, tends to overshadow other considerations at
the moment. Ihis morecver, leads them to lend a recoptive
éar to proposals, such as that of General Sikerski, looking
towards the strengthening of their area in partlioular and the
eontinent in general.

In recent conversation with Yugeslav Rorelgn Einister
lintenlteh, I gained the impression that while the preliminary
inelinstion of his asscciates as a whole was to lend a

regeptive
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regeptive ear to Slkarski's proposal, he perscnally did
not overleoock the importance of considering Russia's
possible reactlons in the matter, In line with my lmpresaion
on this score, he outlined his forwerd looking views,
stating thut exper lenee over the past 25 years had shown that
the pesce of Europe wea indivisible, To insure a durable
peage there r_wld have to be found a formule allowlng fer
meagures to prevent psace's belng Jeopardized in any sectlon
of Burope. This would be possible only if Eritain play her
role as & part of BEurope. It wes equally essentlal that
there be a friendly understanding and ecollaboration between
Britein snd Russla. Thereln would lle the only real hope
of dispelling mutual doubts and suspleions arising ocut of
differencea in Internal political systems as botween Russia
and certain other states. RgEicnal groupings were helpful
towards establishing closer political and economic ties
between the states concerned and thus towerds diminishing the
camses of war. However, reglonal groupings were helpful
milnly as a basis ypon which to create the sssentisl broader
structure: & HBuropean orgm lzatlon,

In recent conversation with the Greek Prime Minister
and Minister for Forelgn Affairs, Dr. Tgouderos, he
atressed the Interdependence of continents as well as
- of states and Individuals., Like Dr. Nintchitch, he belleved
that the reglonal conféderations were & step forward in the
directlon of & broader basls for the malntenunce of peaceg
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& Burepean structure, Ewphuslsing that economie colla-
boration was ¢ssentlal to politlesl stability, he was
hopeful that the scope of closer economic and political
ties which might result from the establlshment of reglonal
grouping, would eventually be extended on u broader scale
not only between the stutes of Burope - but alsoc between
the continents, &Alsc like Dr. Nintechiteh, Dr., Tsocuderca
feals thut Britain's partieipation in the reconstruction
of Europe is an essentlal to peace and that equally ime
portant 1s a friendly understanding and collaboration between
Briteln and Russia,

v Ll oV, LICATIONS OF WH

T0 BE TALIN'S POSTeAR ITENTIONS VIS-A=VIS

LULUARTA,

' Conecerning Bulgaria, the Yugoslav Vice Fremier recently
told me that previocus to slgnihg the Treaty with the Greek
Yovernment, he and his assoclates hed been disturbed by
reports concerning M, Stulin's post-war intentions in eon-
‘nection with Bulgaria, among other states, Further indications
recelved subsequent to the algning of the Yugoslav-Groek
Treaty, had served to increuse his Yovernment's concern,

He and his assoclates had thus galned the distinet lmpressicn
that M, Stalin envisuged the ineclusion of the Black Ses
comstal area of Bulgaria in the Hussian stritegle orbit,
Noreover, he sald, mot long ;gn, an official of the fussian
Yovernment in EKulbyshev had hinted to the Yugoslav i.'l;n.'l.ltu-
that 1f Russla, for straegle purposes, found it neceasary to
inelude the Bulgarian porta in her defense system, Yugoslavia
and Greece might do well to divide the rest of Bulgarias
between them,

My
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My informant went on to say thut snxlety over the
implications of the foregsing hed lod to lengthy meetings
of his Uovermment during the past days, It was the conssnsus
of opinicn that Lf Bulgaris went Communilst, nothing would
prevent Serbls, where Communism had palnod considersble
gpound during the past year, and subsequently the rest of
the Dalkmns, from following sult, Sulte sside from concern
ever these Intentlons, with regard to Bulgaris, his Govern=
ment was worrled lest, in the event of & Husaslan vietery
over Germany, Dulgarla might lamedlately declare itself a
part of the U.5.8.%. Thia sha might do, they feared, in
order to be on the side of victery., Recent reports indleated
morsover, that the Comsunists in Zuljaria were decldedly on
the increanse, mmd better organised then the Agrurisns, Be=
aldes, he contlmued, thers wers the gontimental links Letween
the Dulpgariun nusses and flusala, 2he former still re arded
Russia as “Hatjushke Russia": "Cpendmother Russia® - ire
respective of Russia's current political complexion,

Reverting to conditions in Serbis, my inforusnt reiterated
his and his assoclates' slarm over the rapid atrides of
comminiga in Serbla. Like the Sul ariens, e Serbs had
histerically locked to Rumsla in the ilgat of “"Ggandmother
Rusala", Now, even t:e Urthodox “lergy wnt.ln:md in this
loaning, regardlese of the Commmnist wspect. Seversl months
ago, former Premier und Ninister of Defense, Cenersl simovitech,
had deemed 1t necessary to ask Moscow to use its influence
towsrds Lringing the Serd lnsurgents to take orders from

General
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General Mihailovitch. YThe reply had clearly been evaslve,
More recently, newly appolnted Yremler Jovanovitch had
made a similer request of Russian Ambassador to the allled
Governments, HSogomolov; the latter had answered that
nothing could be dene In the matter. My informent sald

he had pointed out these facts to me, in order to show the
extent of his Yovernment's cognizance of Moscow's influence
inside Yugoslavia,

With further refarence to Influences at pley inalde
his country, my informant sald that in Croatia sabotage
end atrocities had broken out only alfter OGermany's attack
on flusela, Germany had seen to this in order te reawaken
old friection,

In Serbla, Mihailovitch had at the outset opposed
sabotage, and had embarked on & plan to orgenize all
villages for action at -.n opportuns mement. However, the
Communist agents had imposed sabotage at the cutbreak of
the Russian-Oerman war, My informent concluded, by stating
it was his, and his asscclates’ opinion that Russls wan ted
to be the direct master of the Balkan érea. For this reason,
he belleved, Moscow was opposed to the Yugoslav-Greek
Ireaty. In fact, Vishinsk! had told the Yugoslav Minister
in Eulbyshev, in respense to the latter's inquiry ss to the
Russlan Government's reaction, that he had nothing to msay,

Respectfully yours,

A.J.Drexel Biddle,Jr,

AJDE 1 EMCY 1 ONT
(In Quintuplicate)
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} WASHINGTON

¢ April 7, 1u42
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My dear Mr. Preslident:
I am enclosling for your information a secret

message I have received today from General Sikorski

through the Folish Ambassadgr in Washington.

I am sending a copy of this message to Secretary
Stimson with the request that he let me know what reply
I may make to the request contalned in the last para-
graph of the message from General Silkorski.

Believe nse

thXully yours,

Enclosure.

The Presd dent,

The White House.



Before leaving Canada for England, General Sikorski sent me the following
very secret information, received by me on April 5. requesting me to
communicate it to Secretary Sumner Welles:

" During the stay of General Sikorski in Washington the Polish Militar
Authorities carried through three secret flights into FPoland. In the cour
of these flights I8 specialists for Diversion work and sabotage were
landed, one million dollars in gold and paper currency, half a million
German marks and considerable quantities of diversion materisl. Severel
more flights are contemplated. The British Authorities have been most
efficiently helpful. These flights willhave to be sbandoned in the end
of April on account of the short nights.

The evacuation of the Polish troops from Soviet Russia is progressing
rapidly. The first transports of soldiers are already in Iran. The evacua-
tion of the civilians, of women and children is causing great difficulty.
The number of the latter evacuees reaches some I0.000 st present.

In view of the above mentioned facts, General Sikorski would be
grateful for the favorable decision concerning the granting to the Polisk
High Command of the é%@ﬁﬁhnng distance bombing planes which he asked f¢
and for the speeding ﬁp of the credits so urgently needed to carry on th

geccet work in Peolend and the aid to the civilians, women and children

being evacuated from Russia. J E ﬁ 4:

Washington, Polish Embassy, April 6. I942.

BEST AVAILABLE COPY
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April 9. 194C

My dear Mr, President:

I am enclosing for your informatlion a copy of
a letter dated April 3 from Ambassador Ciechanowskl
in which the appreciation of General Eikorghi is
expressed for the sympathetic understanding shown by
you for the problems of Poland as presented personally

by General Sikorski, Mr, Ciechanowski's letter has

been acknowledged bypge.
Rlly yours,m

Enclosure:

From Polisgh Ambeesador
April 3, 1942,

The President,
The White House.
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AMBASADA
RZECZYPOSPULITEJS POLSKIEJ
W WASZYNGTONIE

——

POLISH EMBASSY
WASHINGTON
2640 - 16th Street, N, W.

April 3, 1942,

Dear Mr, Secretary,

I have today received a telegram fron General
Slkorskl who left Canada this morning, requesting me
to ask you to convey to the President the General's
most slncere thanke for the sympathetic understanding
whlch The President showed him regarding all the pro-
blems of Poland which he had the honor of discussing
with The President and with you.

General Sikorski would like especlally to express
his gratitude for the President's support of these
matters in Moscow and London,

At the same time General Sikorski asks me to con-
vey to you pemsonally his thanks for all your kindness
and your favorable attitude in all the questions which
he submitted to you., He would like you to know that,
according to cable information received by him yester-
day from the Polish Ambassador in the U.8,8.R., the
effect of the support granted to him during his vieit
in Washington 1s already apparent in improving the pre-
sent situation between Poland and the Soviet Union,

This has been evidenced by the cooperation on
the part of the Soviet authorities in the evacuation
of part of our army from Russia to Iran,

General Sikorskl foreseee that the British au-
thorities in Iran will have a difficult task in looking
after the families of our military, a limited number of
whom have already arrived in Iran, He would be most

grateful

The Honorable
Sumner Welles,
Acting Secretary of State,
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grateful if the United Stateas Minister in Iran would
lend his valuable assistance to the British authorities
in thie matter,

General Sikorskl concludes by expressing the con-
viction that the method of friendly and frank dealing
pursued by him in his relations with Premier Stalin
and the U,8,8.R, Government has proved effective and
best calculated to serve the interests of the United
Nations.

With warm regards, I am, dear Mr, Secretary,

Yours very sincerely,

J. CIECHANOWSKI
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40, Berkeley 3quare,
London, W. 1.

April 24, 1942,

Ky dear Mr, President:

Coincidental with the receipt of vour letter
to queen Wilhelmina, which I immediately trensmitted
to her, she gave Harry a letter to transmit to you,
You were very thoughtful to have sent me the copy
of' your letter to the Queen,which I reed with the
utmost interest and which, knowing her fraeme of
mind end her sincere esteem for you, I em confident
hes touched her deeply. In faet, no sconer hed she
read it then she told me that she wanted to write
another letter to wyou, Accordingly, I heve the
honor to transmit it to you herewith - and while I
do not know its contents, I believe you will find
that it is a spontaneous expression of enthusisstic
appreciation of your magnificent letter to her.

Harry's end General Marshall's visit here had
& very wholesome and stimuleting effeect on British
mass opinion, as well as on British official circles.

I accompanied Harry on his visits to queen
Wilhelmina and to King Haakon, and thoroughly enjoyed
my lengthy,interesting talks with him in addition,
You may be sure that his visits both with the wueen
and the King, and his messages to them from you, were
for them a source of real gratification and ENncourage-
ment,

With wermest regards and every good wish, I em,

Yours faithfully, .
iéi;Jhing %

.—-TSD
The President,

The VWhite House,
Washington.

Enclosure:
1/ as stated.
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40 Berkeley Square,
Lﬂndon, wil‘

Aprlil 25, 1942,

My dear Mr, President:

It was & great pleasure for me to meet General
Marshell, I find him just as fine a fellow and
officer as I had been previocusly led to belleve. I
want you to know how much I appreclate his
cooperation in having recelved, during his crowded
hours, General Hansteen, recently appointed Commander-
in-Chief of Norwegian land, air and sea forces,
Though rushed in his time, General Marshall accorded
General Hansteen & friendly welcome, and I am aware
that the latter was very much touched not only by General
Marshall's cordlal reception, but also by the confidentlal
end helpful exchange of views.

In the course of conversaticn, General Hansteen
said that Mr, Churchlill, on his return here from
Washington, had confidentlally menticned to Norweglan
Forelgn Minister Lie, that in discussing various
pro jects with you, he, Mr, Churchill, had mentioned
the possibility of an eventual combined military,
naval and air operation to regain Norway; that you
had expressed your interest In this posaibllity; that
you felt the Norweglan Government might lend a helpful
hand in lining up Norweglan-American interest and
support for such an eventuallty.

in
The President,

The White House,
Washington, D.C.
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In this connection General Hansteen went on to
say that during Prime Minister Nygaardsvold's forth-
coming visit to the United States, he would be prepared
to discuss with you, all aspects of this pro ect, and
to offer the cooperation of himself, of his overnment ,
and of his armed forces, In any way you might require,

As I previously wrote you, N ygaardsvold, whom I
have personally known since he came to office in 1935,
was farmerly an unrealistic dreamer of Norway's ability
to remain neutral under all condi tions, Events, however,
have disillusioned him, He has come down to earth, and
is now a realist, I believe the story he has to tell
the Norweglan-Americans amongst whom he used to live
and work, may go far towards awakening in them a sense
of real interest in the land of their forbears.

With warmest regzards and every good wish, I am

Faithfully yours,

o



'1"‘?‘ Eeddl #4
s 2

mmwmu UU-/ l.'\
T, B
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WASHINGTON

Kay 12, 1942

My dear General Watsont

There is enclosed herewith a eopy of Mr. Biddle's
etrictly confidential despatech no, 142 of April 22,
1942, which was marked for the President, The despatch
ie concerned with Anglo-Hussian conversationa which
began early in T of this year,

necergly yours,

Enclosure:

From Ambasesador Biddle
April 22, 1942,

Major General Edwin M, Watson,
SBecretary to the President,
The White House,
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EMBASSY OF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

Near the Polish Government

LONDON, April 22, 1942,
Ho. 142

RO Rl GOl St

SubJect: Referring to telegram No. 20, April 13;
tranemitting ntrlutig confidential
letter from General Sikorski to Mr. Eden.

FOR THE PRESIDENT, THE SECRETARY AND THE UNDER SECRETARY

The Honorable

The Secretary of State,

Washington,
Sir:

Referring to my telegram Polish Series No. 30,
April 13, I have the honor to revort that following
the Polish Government's notification by the British
Government thet Anglo-Russian conversatlons looking
toward an accord would commence on April 13, General
Sikorskl addressed a letter to Mp, Eden, April 18,

1/ & 2/ copy and translation of which are enclosed herewith,
In handing me & copy or this letter, General 3ikorskl
stressed the importance of treating it in utmost con-
fldence. I expect to learn at an early date the sub-
stance of Mr., Eden's reply, and I sghall promptly inform
you thereof,

Respeetfully youra,

ANTHONY J, DREXEL BIDDLEZ, JR.
Enclosures:
1/ & 2/ as stated.
AJDBSp:EMoq:@MT DECLASSIFIED
Forwarded in quintuplicate, Btate Dept Letter, “;.'FE 1 1972

By J. Scheuble Deta__ e



Enclosure No. 2 to despatch No. 142, April 22, 1942,
Pollsh Beries, from the Embassy, London.

SLATION

London, Aprll 18, 1942
and personal,

In thenking you for the frankness with which you
yesterday provided me with informstlion regsrding the
negotiations in progress with the USSR, I desire to
summarize my own viewpoint with the same sincerity.
Fermit me to communicate to you confirmation of the
conversation which we have had both with you yourself
and your collaborators, the followlng considerations,

Never, either in the USSR itself - by the creation
there of a Polish army - or elsewhere - have I ever
ceaged to give proef of my ardent desire to collaborate
loyally with the USSR, I am nevertheless obliged to
object in the most decided manner, to the ambitions of
Soviet Russia which is striving to follow the road
followed by Czarist imperialism and which the policy
of Peter the Great symbolizes, to which M., Stelin re-
fers. It is this imperlaliem, which moreover has
caused such ave prejudice to Europe and the entire
world, that Poland owee 1ts partitions. It is thig
same lmperlaliem which is at the bottom of the demands
of the Sovliet Government in the negotlations in ques-
tion. The proposed agresment between the British Gov-
ernment and the USSR does not, helas, conetitute an
act directed againet our common enemy, Germany, as
should be the caese in simple Justice, but rather
eagainst the vital interests of Poland, the earliest
ally of Great Britain.

The scope of a general formula dealing with the
maintenance of our pre 2eptember 1, 1939 frontlers, to
whleh you have alluded, Mr. Minister, would not meet
elther our interests, or your own, even on the hypo-
thesls that M. Stalin would be dlsposed to accept them,

1 do not yet have knowledge of the tenor of the
note which Hls Majeety's Government is in process of
communleating to our Minister for Foreign Affairs; 1
am neverthelese convinged, that in spite of your ob-
servatlons of yesterday, you will agree with me that
the Folish vlewpoint is entirely consistent with the
; 1$it of the Anglo-Polish Agreement of August 23,

39,

I conelder

DECLABSTFIED
Btate Dept. Letter, 1-1178

FEB 1 1972

Hy J. Schauble Dnta
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1 consider the proposed Anglo-Soviet agreemsnt,
ae I have slready indicated to you, as susceptible
of glving rise to very grave consequences for the
subsequent oconduct of the war.

If it is conoluded, it would be tantamount to
the definitive encirclement of Poland. Enemy propa-
ganda would seize the opportunity to explain to all
the interested countries that the U.5.8.R. has ob-
talned from Great BEritain, & signature analogous to
that which the German RAeich had given 1t in the
Ribbentrop-Molotov Agreement of 1938, To saerifice
not only vital interests of Poland, but also to give
over a conslderable part of Europe to Soviet Russia,
whose final objeet ls to proveke a world revolution
rather than to subdue Germany, constltutes in my
oplnlion an error capable of engendering incaloulable
consequences, All the countries of Europe - stretching
from Norway to Greece - defend an identieal and united
point of view when 1t concerne the safeguarding of
their independence and of their internal regime,
And 1 do not doubt for an inetant that the hopes
placed in Russim of seeing her fulfilling the role
in Europe which formerly had fallen on France are
moet 1llusory not only because of reasons of a soglal
nature but aleo of & geo-political neture. The Feders-
tlon blece cslled to hold in check the German state,
rrgu west to east, in my opinicn should mesume this
role,

Moreover the future federation of the countriee
of Central Eurcpe would in principal be destroyed by
the agreement. Soviet Russla would glve it & direct
blow, by demanding for herself in a menner equally
artificlsl and oiniual, Bukovina, just as on the other
hand she claims Lithuania,

The preposed agreement is essentially contrary to
the stipulations thet Polend concluded with the U,5,8.R,.
in 1941, The Poliesh-Russian Agreement of July 30 last
annulled the past conventione between Soviet ssie
end the German Reich regarding the partition of Poland.
It annulled precisely the German-Soviet demarkation
line of Ooteber 4, 1939, to which the U.2.5.R. refers
today as her 1940 frontier and which the draft Anglo-
Soviet agreement confirme,

It 1g self-evident that Poland cannot be a party
to thie negotiation nor can she give her consent to
the Agreement itself, but as I mscertained yeaterday
with painful emotlon, thie fact 18 not suscaptible of
influencing negotiatlions which are at present takin
place between His Majesty's Government and the n.s.i.n.

it is not for me to pre-judge the policy whisch
the United States will follow in this matter although
it 1e true that President Rocsevelt and his Government
have entirely shared the point of view and attitude
of Foland in the matter of the claims of the U,S.3.R.

But
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But I must express my fears, based upon personel obser-

vations and conversatione, that the Agreement in questilon

risks utrongthanlnf conelderably the sctlon of Iecla-
tioniets and all elements hoatile to Great Britain and
the U.2.8,R., which should not be & matter of indif-
ference to the last mentloned Power,

I am firmly convinced that the Polish attitude so
clearly expressed on such a complex end difficult
problem will cast nc shadow, my dear Minlster, on our
pereonal relatlons, which are founded upon mutual
respect.

hooept, my dear Minlster, the assurance of my very
devoted sentiments.

Hie Excellanec
Anthony Eden,
SBecretary of 3tate for Forelgn Affairs,
London,
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_ L‘ THE UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE
LA WASHINGTON
May 13, 1942

My dear Mr, Presldent:

I believe you will be interested in reading a
despatch of May 6 from Tony Blddle, of which I am
enclosing a copy herewith. This despatch relates to
the present negotiations between the British and the
Soviet Unlon.

Belleve me

Faithfully yours,

Enec.

The Fresldent,
The White House.
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Ho., 144 Near the Polish Uovernment
London, May 8, 1042,

"EERITTVeNTTET

Ioh THE PRESIDENT THE SLCHETARY AND THk UNDLRSECHETARY

Subjoct: Conficentiml disolosurs b
usually well-informed Polish
offieiel soncerning & recent
resolution by "Watoching Come
mitteo" of Pritish Conservative
Party, regarding contemplated
Anglo-Russian Agreement,

DECTASSTFTRD
Btate Monr, | etier, 1-11.7%

FEB 41872

By J. Schuuble Date______o

The Honorable
The Seeretary of State,
Washington, D.C,

Siry

heferring to my eabldk No. 42, April 27, 12 midnight,
I have the honor to report that ln connection with the
interest of Fylish oirecles here in the contemplated
Ang le-dusslan Agresment, a hilghly placed Pollsh offieolal
dieslpsed
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diseclosed Lo me in strictest confldense the fellowing:

He sald that he had just learned confidentially
that the "Watohlng Coem ttee" of the Hrltish Conservative
Party had passed s resfolutlion on April 30 to the effect
that the British Government should #énter into no agree-
mant with other powers which was not In scoord with the
polley of the United States, In reveallns this to me
ny informant said that' this indlodted that there was an
impertant element at least in Conservative Clrecles, whlch
was definitely opposed to Eritaln's contracting an agree-
ment with Russia if it did not enjoy the full approval of
the United States, He mdded his opinlon that this
resolution, by so influential a group within the Gonservative
Party renks, might possibly serve as a check rein on
what he oonsldered had hiltherto been a wave of blind
enthusisem here for the aforementlioned agreenant,

Hespeotfully :r-:m:;l.
‘.J.nﬂ“l Biddli,Jr-

AJDBJH 1 EMOQ
(In Yuintuplleate)

b



_——

ADDRERE OFFICIAL COMBUNICATIONS TO \ \/“ \
THE SECRETARY OF STATE ) - .
WARHINITON, D€ _/l' k Il ":‘ L g

Y
\l\' DEPARTMENT OF STATE
= \ WASHINGTON

My dear General Watson:

Juns 24. 1542

There are enclosed herewith coples of Mr, Biddle's

strictly confidentlal despatcnes, nos. 158, June 2,

1942 and 159, June 2, 1942 which were marked for the

President.

The despatchee are concerned with conversations

which took place in May between Ambassador Biddle and

General Sikorski regarding, respectively, missing Polish

officers in Russia, and the evacuation of Pollish cnildren

from Ruseia.

ncexely yours,

Enclosures:
From Ambassador Biddle,

nos. 158 and 159 of
June 2, 1942.

Major General Edwin M. Watson,
Secretary to the President,
The White House.

My
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EMBASSY OF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
near the Polish Jovernment
LONDON, June 2, 1942,
No. 158

Subject: Oenerel Sikorakl's conversastion regarding
missing Polish officers in Russia.

The Honorable
The Secretary of State,
Washington.

Bir:

Supplementing my despatch Polleh Serles No. 157, June
2, 1942, I have the hLonor to report that in recent conver-
sation with General Sikoraki he said, in effect, the fol-
lowing:

MIBSING OFFICERS. In summer 1940 several thousands of
Polish officers priscnera of war, «ho were kept in 3 campa
in Central Russia (0stashkov, Starobyelsk, Kozelsk) were
taken to an unknown destination in the Far North of Russia.
Since then they have not been heard of. Thelr number has
been variocusly described but is ususlly accepted as 8,300;
1/3 of whom are professicnel offlcers eand £/3 reserve offi-
cersa. The latter are for the most pert professional men
including ebout 800 physicians and many University profea-
sors and lecturers as well aeg & number of distinguished
speclaliste. The Pollish Militery authorities have lists
covering over 4,800 of these officers. Theae llsts have
besn communicated to Stalin. The Soviet Oovernment have
many times been requested to release them. They invarlably
replied that every avellable prisoner of war in Russias had
already been released. This statement is obviously inac-
curate. There are reascns to belleve t.ut the cfficers in
gueation have been deported to Franz-Joseph Islands, North
of Spitzbergen, and to North-Eastern Siberia to camps on
the River Holyma, in the Nerth of the Yakut Republiec. It .
is more than probable that most of them have died of lunger,
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scorbut and cold. If the supposition ae to thelr places of
lmprisonment is correct, there are but two monthes of sum=-
mer when fer technical reasons they sould be brought back to
Ruassia. Or, on the other hand, they could elther be brought
via the Holyme Hiver to Alaska or fros Prang=Joseph Islands
to Iceland. The absence of these oflicers is the princi-
pal reason of the shortages of officers in the Polleh Forces
in Russia, whither offlcers from Scotland had to be sent
lately. The possible death of theee men, most of whom have
superior education, would be a severe blow to the Polish
netional life. Their evacuation during ths present summer
seems to be the leet chence to save those who may still be

allive.

In concluding his remarks, the Oenoral snid that he
felt confident that 1f in the course of pending conversations
with the Russisns in Washington, our authorities concerned
were to expresa an interest in the above-mentioned problem,
the Russians might sct favorably in the matter.

Reapeoctfully youra,

A. J. DREXEL BIDLLE, JR.

AJLBJr ;OMT
(In quintuplicate).



EMBASSY OF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

near the Polish Goverrment
LONDON, June 2, 1942,

Ho. 159.

e

SBubject: Oeneral Zikoraki's remarks concr rning the
evacuntion on Pollish children from Russia.

The Honorable
The Secretary of State,
Washington.

8ir:

Supplementing my despatch Pollish series No. 158, June
2, 1942, I have the honor to report that General Sikorski
has asked me to exmress to you his heaptfelt thanks for your
kind Interest and great help in comnecticn with the Polish
children in Russla, He sald that there wasn't a FPole
throughout the world who w uld not be everlastingly grate-
ful for this humen act on Your part.

He had alreedy sent Ambssssdor Clechsnowski all the in-
formation avallable, and by way of keeplng me informed in ths
matter he took oecesion to hand me a memorandum, coples of
which are attnched hersto.

In ccnelusion the Oenersl said that as in the questions
of further recrulting and of the search for miasing Polish
officers, so the question of evacuating the children from
Russia depended on the goodwill of the Soviet Government.,

He felt, moreover, that If our authorities expreas their in=-
terest in the question of evacusticn these ehildren, during
the course of pending conversations, the Sovieat Oovernment

would give the matter ita favorable consideratlion.

Respectfully yours,

A. J. DREXEL BIUDLE, JR.

ALDBJr ; OMT
(In Quintiplicate) Bate Dopt. [aqser 11
Enclosure BY J. Bchaubl, Dt FEB 41872

1/ as stated



POLISE CEILIREN. According to latest despatches [rom
Russla, the lood sltuntion there has lately deterloratesd
to a very great extent. In the Southern parts of Russla
{central Asia) ratlons lfor those sho are at work have been
limited to 4 os. of flour dally. Thoso vho do not work
recelve no ratlons. Prlces on the fres market are astro-
nomie and only a amoll number of privileged peorle can af-
ford to buy non-ratloned focd. In consequence many cases
of death from starvation are reported and 1t 1s likely that
their mmber will increase. The children are the first to
succomb. In the Republiec of Usbekistan (Central Asie) be~
tween 5 and 14% of Pollsh children have died of hunger with-
in the last few nmontha.

In these clroumatancea, 1f these Polish children in
Russis are to be saved from certain death, the evacustion of
50.000 of them, together with several tiousenda of mothers
and guardiana ?n large proportion of these chlildrem are
elready orphans) is o parsmount necessity. The Soviet OJovern-
ment would raise no objectlon to thelr evacuation 1f 1t were

effocted in a very diszcreet mamnmer. They naturally do
not want to discloae hunger conditions in Ruasia. There-
fore if these pecple were evacusted, any Informetlon regard-
ing conditiona in Russla should be altogether withheld.

Even before recelpt of this letest news on hunger
gconditions in parts of Russla, Ambassador Clechanowskl sub-
mitted to Mr. Sumnor Welles the desire of the Pollish Govern-

ment to begin a large-scele evacuetlon of children from
Russia. President Rocsevelt has ve genercusly taken a
personal interest in the matter and instructed the Demrt-
ment of State end the Awzerican Red Cross to prepars the
evacuatlion of 10.000 chilldren from Persia to South Africa.
8hould this evacuation be effected there would be room

in Perasia for mncther 10.000 children from Hussia. This,
however, would mesn the salvation of only a small nmumber
of the children in question. Truly herolc measures are
nesded if Polish children, belonging to all classes of
soclety and representing & valuable part of the nutlion'a
future, are to be saved.

DHN
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Erivate and Confidential
Dear Tony:

A lot of good people in Pennsyl-
vania are anxious to have you and Margaret
come home to maile one or two speeches in
behalf of the ticket in Pennsylvania this
Fall -- in September, if possible.

1 leave it wholly to you. It
would help the ticket and perhaps you both
would like to be home for six weeks or S0 —-
you deserve it -- but I leave it wholly to
you.

As ever yours,

Honorable Anthony J. Drexel Biddle, Jr.,
Ritz Hotel,

London, England.



40 Berkeley Square,
LONDON, July 31,1942,

My dear Mr, President:

I have just received two telegrams, one
from the Department of State, granting me, by
your authority, leave of absence when and as
I consider conditlons permlt; another one from
Joe Guffey, stating he had discussed this mat-
ter with you and that he hoped I would take
advantage of your authorized leave of absence.

On the one hand, I want you to know how
very much both Margaret and I appreclate your
thoughtfulness; on the other hand, I want you
to know that Joe's suggestion to you on this
score was done without his having discussed it
with me in advance. Otherwlse,I should have
told him that circumstances in connection with
the business of my Mission here are such as to
prevent my taking advantage of a leave of ab-
sence at this time,

As you know, relations between the Poles
and the Russians have become very tense in the
past few weeks, and in my opinion, the situation
requires daily attention. Very fortunately,
there has been a turn for the better in Russia's
attitude, namely: that Moscow has just promised
the Pollish Government to commence the evacua-
tion, on August 1, of the three organized

Polish
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- 2 =

Folish Divislons, conslating of 45,000 men, as
well as 25,000 clvilians -- making a total of
70,000 Poles, While I am very hopeful that this
will aerve to tranquilize growlng Polish anger,
I belleve that our Pollish friends will need
some one to "hold their hands" daily until the
present cerisis will have been liquidated. I am
hopeful, moreover, that with careful attention
we can bring the Poles to approach a possible
liquidation of this erisis with a spirit of
compromise, In connection with this very recent
agresment on Russia's part to evacuate the
aforementloned 70,000 Poles, I feel confldent
that 1t 1s due to your own grand influsence,

This situation, together with outstanding
matters relating to the affairs of other Govern=-
ments, and which require careful and personal
watching and treatment, would make this a difficult
perlod in which to absent myself from here.

Margaret joins me in warmest regards and
in every good wisah.

Falthfully yours,

P.8., I am communicating the foregoing to
Joe Guffey.

L,_I.I_ .
"f’ﬂ-"y*ﬁ: f?l



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

August 25, 1942.

MEMORANDUM FOR
THE SECRFTARY OF STATE:

FOR PREPARATION OF REPLY FOR
MY SIGNATURE.

F.D-H‘

Let from Biddle, London, Aug. 12 enclosing
secret memo regarding certain matters which
General Sikorski took up with Biddle after
Harriman's departure for Moscow.
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August 26, 1942.

Dear Tony:-
lany thanks for yours of the
seventeenth in regard to the Argentine.
I have only shown it to the Secretary
ané Under Secretary of State.
. Hy best to you and Margaret.

Always sincerely,

Hon. Anthony J. Drexel Biddle,
Ritz Hotel,

London
Engllna.



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTOMN

August 25, 1942.

SRR
MEMORANDUM FOR THE

SECRETARY OF STATE
AND THE UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE

FOR YOUR EYES ONLY. PLEASE
RETURN FOR WY FILES.

Hows: p

DECLASSIFIER
By Depu'y Archivist of the U.8.

F.D.R.

By ¥. J. Etewart Date FEB 4 1972



40 Berkeley Square,

LONDON, August 17, 1942,

My dear Mr, President:

For your Information, I am attaching hereto,
a copy of a strictly confidential report dated
"Buenos Aires, August 7", which the amuthorities
of a Government to which I am accredited, have
Just recelved from thelr secret sources in the
Argentine. In that these particular authorities
have hitherto proven a usually reliable source
of intelligence; (especlally as regards the
European Continent), I am inclined to attach
importance to the contents of the atteched,

In handing me this report, my informants
urged me most earnestly to guard their identity
in utmost secrecy, due to the delicate position

of

The President
The White Hpuse.
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of their secret sources in the Argentine,

VWith my warmest regards and every good

wish, I am
Faithfully yours, -
"_',.r'""." W“
7 oy
Enclosure:

Copy of strictly confidential
report as stated,



Buenos Aires, 7th August, 1942,

SaeRe® REPORT FROM CONFIDENTIAL SOURCES IN
__ARGENTINE.

In connection with the militery situation and especially
that in Russia a number of confidentiasl conferences of higher
officers was held in the Argentine., It is considered that
the situation of the Germans 1s exceptlionally favorable and
that it is useful to show profound sympathies to the Axis
cause, It has been decided in the event of the situation
developing unfavorably for the Allles to carry out an entire
change of the Argentine Cabinet in the sense appropriate to
the new situation., This new Cabinet will have a temporary
character and will be followed up by & next one which will
be entirely totalitarian. The interior affairs will pass
into the hands of the army. A campaign against Communism
1s proposed and also an antisemitic movement. The foreign
poliey will remain under strict control of military circles,
In general it is planned to keep up a strong course on the
whole continent of South Americe including support for any
totalitarian "putsch" in neighbouring countries. Conferences
of military leaders and the Germans are continuing with the
aim of creating a South American block with an unified foreign
poliecy and inimical attitude towards the USA, The Cermans
suggest the classification of South American countries
according to the attitude adopted by them during the war.

With regard to Uruguay heavy sanctions are foreseen., The

REGR/ADTD TNCLASSIFIED
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atmosphere of the talks is well illustrated by the detalls
already discussed, as f, inst, that Uruguay will have to
pay 4O million pesetas damages in connection with the

sinking of the Graf wvon Spee,.



r— ' ol bl
#_,.--"""' el # r_;n.ftd., (‘ ! 4
Published in =47

Forelen Relations of the United Stntes

1942 Vol, 111 Europe
7 P Septombar 10, 1942

Poges 183 - 184

Dear Tony:

Thank you very much for your letter of
August 12 and ite attached memorandum of your
conversation with General Sikorski regarding the
alleged discrimination against Polish citizens
by the Soviet authorities.

1 have learned from the Department of State
that elmilar allegations have been made by the
Folish Ambassadors in Washington and Euibyshev
and while 1t 1e believed that there may be con-
slderable truth to the allegations, no direct
confirmation has been received from other sources.

In regard to General Sikorski's request that
the question of according equal treatment to
Polish Jews in the USSR be taken up with Mr. Stalin,
I agree with your suggestion that, in view of the
general deterloration of Polish-Soviet relations
during the past months, it would be more politie
to limit such an appeal to the Etnurnl queeticn
of bringing about an improvement in these relations
rather than citing too many specific problems. In
thle way, 1f our efforte to bring about a better
basis of understanding and cooperation between the
two Governments are successful, specific problems
may then be discussed if the facts so warrant.

In thie conneetion, you will be interested
to learn that on the basie of urgent appeals
made by the Polish Government I again asked
Admiral Standley on August 19, in his discretion,

Cas



to bring up the question of Polish-Soviet relations
with the Soviet authorities and exprees the hope

of the United States Government that no avenue will
remain unexplored wnich might lead to a solution of
these problems eatisfactory to both the Soviet
Union and Poland.

Furthermore, I have asked Mr, Willkie, after
consultation with Admiral Standley, to express to
Mr. Stalin the e of this Government that an
improvement in Polish-Soviet relations may be
effected.

With every good wish, 1 am
Very sincerely yours,

P ) —

!I’/él',«..a.r’/ :7/"(- PEA Ll Lt -; Cocoadid LA

The Honorable .
Anthony J. Drexel Bicdle, Jr.,
American Embassy,
London.
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My dear Mr, President:

Shortly after Averell Harriman's departure
for Moscow, General Sikorsk! came to see me
regarding certain matters covered in the attached
memorandum, which I am forwarding for your con-
fidential information. (In view of the confidential
character of the subject matter, I am keeping no
coples elther of this letter of of the attached
memor andum) ,

With warmest regards and every good wish,

I am
Yours faithfully, :
— J‘P :
16vrf A 4
Enclosure :

Memorandum as stated,

The President
The White House,

Washington, D.C,
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August 12, 1942,

SECRET MEMORANDUM

Shortly after Averell Harriman's departure
for Russias, General Sikorski told me he under=
stood that the President had requested him to
urge, in the course of his converaations with
M, Stalin, the release of the arrested Foliash
Welfare persmnnel, The General, moreover, wanted
me to let the Fresident know of his deep gratitude,

The General went on to say that he had cabled
instructions to Mr. Sokolnickl, Charge d'Affairs
of the Polish Embassy, Kulbyshev, (&) to contact
Averell Harriman, and (b) to ask him whether he
might see his way clear to mention, among other
matters, in his conversation with M. Stalin, the
questlon of the Polish Government's desire that
the Soviet authorities' grant the Jewlsh Pollsh
cltizens residing In the USSR, treatment equal to
that granted the Polish citizens of othar religious
categories,

Sikorskl thereupon pointed out to me that he
had recelved alarming telegrams from American
Jewry concerning this problem. Moreover, the
Polish Jews in Russia had strongly appealed to
him for defense of their rights as Polish eitizena.

His



His om interventions thus far, however, had
proved of no avail, in view of the negative
attitude of the Soviet authorities.

I told him I thought that any appeal addressed
to the Soviet Government on behalf of the Polish
eltizens in Russia ,might best be applied to the
Pollsh citizens as a whole, rather than to any
particular group among them,

In response, he sald that his instructions
to his Chargé d'Affairs were motivated by the
same thought; that he stood by the principle of
equality of rights, irrespective of creed, color
et cetera. As repards the attitude of the Soviet
authoritles, however, experience had shown that
in treating with Polish citizens, they diseriminated
against Polish citizens of the Jewish faith.

In this connection, the General sald that in
disclosing their point of view, the Soviet author-
ities had emphasized that all too frequently, the
Polish Jews make trouble for the Sovlet, following
their release from confinement == especlally those
en joying wide contacts with American Jewry. By
way of 1llustration, the Soviet suthorities had
elted the following case (of about seven months ago):
following their releasse from confinement, a Mr. Alter

and a Mr. Ehrlich, leaders of the Folish Bund, had
eabled
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cabled from Kulbyshev, to the Bund in the United
States, & message statine that thay had bean
badly treated. This message had been pleked up

by the Soviet censor, and had led to an investi-
gatlon of the activities of these two men, The
investigation had brought to light that they were
"Trotskylsta", and they were consaquently promptly
Placed in prison again.

In connection with the question of the Soviet
authorities' recognition of Pollish citizens, I
feel that it 1s well not to lose sight of the fact
that previcus to the signing of the Anglo=-Soviet
Agreement, Moscow, according to General Sikorskl,
regarded as Soviet citizens, all Poles from areas
east of the then envisaged Soviet post-war "security
frontiers". I mention this, as I have recelved
Insufficlent Information since the signing of the
aforementioned Agreement, upon which to form a
definite opinion aa to whether or not this might
possibly be the case even now., (For further detalls
see my despatch Polish Serles No. 137 of March
30, l942).

ol L L T p—————
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DEPARTMENT OF BTATE
WABHINGTON

Septembar 4, 1942

My dear Mr. President:
There is attached a draft reply to Ambassador Biddle's
letter of August 12, If you should approve the draft

and have it returned to us we shall see that the letter
ie dispatched to Ambassador Biddle,

Faithfully yours,

Y

Enclosures:
l, To Ambassador Biddle.

2, From Ambassador Biddle,

Auguet 12, 1942, with
enclosure,

The President,
The White House.



40, Berkeley Square,
London, W.l.
September 28, 1942

My dear Mr, President:

In forwarding you the attached copy of a
secret report which General Sikorskil Just handed me,
I share his belief that the eonterits would be of
interest to you.

In brief, the report treats largely with the
morale of the German people and uerman armed forces.
The information is based upon 5832 letters exchanged
between Uerman troops and "home", as well as upon
elose observation by the Polish reporters.

Of connected bearing, you may recall that in
my Despatch Polish Series No. 205, September 16, 194Z,
I reported the substance of information and otserva-
tions on the morale both of the German people and the
German armed forces, as imparted to me by General
Kleeberg, (former Polish Military Attache in Paris,
and now chief of Polish underground forees in France.)
In short, Genersl Kleeberg, based upon his secret
reports from inside Germany and upon his examination
of Frenchmen end Foles escaping from German prison
camps, was of the very definite opinion (a) that, under-
lying the morale of the German "home front", there
were, today, all the makings in terms of depressing
factors for an abrupt decline; (b) that, while the
gituation was thus "all set™ for the decline, certain
additional forms of pressure were needed to "touch it
off": (e) that the most effective weapons for this
purpose would be a program of intensified, merciless
aerial bombardment, synchronized with an organized
campaign of sabotage and terrorism by foreign labour,
(4,500,000 - 6,000,000) in Germany,



In examining the attached report, General
Sikorski and I find that the information, therein,
goncerning German morale corresponds, in large
measure, with General Kleeberg's aforementioned
disclosures. This is particularly interesting, in
that General Kleeberg's disclosures are based upon
his observations from France, while the information
sontained in the attached report comes from confi-
dential sources inside Foland.

With wermest regards and my every good wish,
I am

Yours feithfully

"E#TEL“H vy

The President,
The White House,
Washington

Enclosure
1/ as stated

AJDBJR:TH
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i L AN DU HANDED ME BY GENERAL SIKORSKI
—— = WL B GENERAL SIKORSKI
September 24, 1942

MORALE IN THE GERMAN ARMY.
—_— o ul AN ARMY

This estimate is based on oral statements and 5832
letters, of which some 500 were written by scoldiers of
detachments marching up to the front, about 1000 from
hospitels and the immediate ana deep rear, and the remain-
der from the central sector of the front, (VITEBSK, SMOLENSK,
VIAZMA, BRIANSK, OREL, HOMEL, KURSK). They were written
Yo BERLIN, HAMBURG, BREMEN, SAXONY, HESSEN, NASSAU, THUR-
INGEN, BADEN, LORRAINE, SILESIA, EAST PRUSSIA. They cover
the period from the e of M 0 the end of June. About
300 of these letters were written by the police, some by
STRAL About 490 letters (8.3%) did not contain exelubive-
ly personal matters. As compared with the previous e riod,
the percent of letters has inereased containin estimates
of events axErauaiona of views. This happenag in spite
of further restrictions as regards censorshin, and as such
must be taken into account in gauging the candour of this
type of correspondence,

The troops have been informed of these new re ulations
congerning censorship; This is demonstrated by such remarks
as: "fe are forbidden to write how we are and what we are

doing."”

"Recently quite a number of letters have been rejected
and severe fines imposed,"

"We must write that our food is good, that we are fine,
and that we rarely meet the Bolsheviks. You will not learn
the truth from the wireless either."

"Recently a number of letters were opened and two of
our comrades were punished.®

These regulations were received with great dissat=
isfaction. The woldiers write: "Letters are the only link
with our families and even this has been forbidden us,"

Some g est: "In future we shall learn to read between
the lines.™ ever carry my letters on you, remember to
burn them always."

Out of all those who discuss the censorship, only one
Bgrees with fate: "It is better for you to know less, at
least you do not worry unnecessarily.

—F-ﬂ-——---_——-----t-----——---—-ﬁ—-—---——-—n---—--_—-..----—.——--..-

1 STRASSEN TRANSPORPLEITUNG oST.

REGRADED UNCLASSIFIED
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Morale of soldiers on the Eastern Front.

The beginning of operations brought in its wake a
considerable detente of the atmosphere among the
troops, ineluding also units which did not take a
direet part in the operations,

One m aonclude from these enunciations thet the
German soldier is determined to see the end of it all,
is anxious to: "See the ultimate great decision".

Ko enthusiasm was, however, oreated by the begin-
ning of operations.

In some detachments there is considerable seli-
assurance, The majority of s@ldiers aspeak of the cer-
tainty of vietory, but doubts are fraquuntlg expressed
as well; the time faector plays its part in their fears;
"Pime is flying, and winter is nigh.™ "0One cannot fore-
see anything in this situation, because one does not
know where the front is - before us - or behind us,"
"The Russians will exhaust themselves guickly = but we
ghall do so before them."

So far these letters lack an estimate of the opera=-
tions on the CRIMEA and near KHARKOV. There were only
two mentions of these matters:

A private wrote: "I thuufht we should advance
guicker, and meanwhile the resistance is too strong.”

A dootor writes: "According to the cpinion of
officers, the operations are not taking the favourable
turn which was expected. The loases are too haa?{."
4,6.42, during an air raid: "Gosh, how we are getting
it, and we have no defences."

Many of the writers realise the influence of the
Russian eampaign on the whole of the war, but they
all stress their own moral and material exhaustion.

A second winter 1s regarded as the symbol of de=
feat. They keep on repeating: "ile do not give up
hope ."
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It is interesting to note the following views:
"We must finish, and finish as soon as posslble, other-
wise we shall fare badly; you people at home do not
realise what is going on here, how many are killed, how
much material is destroyed.”

The High Command fully realises that the war must
end this year, no matter how. We do not know thelr
tho ts, but the ordinary soldier who is in toueh with
the front, has the worst forebodings: "If we lost the
war, then those soldiers who are in the East would
never see their fatherland again.”

"We should have seen the end of the war a long

time ago, but the Fuhrer oannot withdraw any longer,
and there is no other way out, so we must endure.”

The estimate of the Soviet soldier and Soviet
sulture has not undergone any changes, but at present
guerillas are worse than the Soviet front-line scldiers,
they are the purest personification of Bolshevik sulture -
they fight to the bitter end.

It is noteworthy that for the first time a Justi-
fication of their tenseity and a criticism of German
behaviour was voleced, although the majority of German
soldiers fully approve of their own crueliies:

nAfter all they have the same faces as we have and
such faces as we were shown on pictures. Our gentlemen
are surprised that they should defend themselves - but
in reality they are only paying us back in our own
coin.” (4 letter by & chauffeur of the STRALO)

"0nly the scum assoclate with our men. 4ll the
better Russians treat us as intruders."

The Germsn gsoldiers are much more concerned about
news from Germany than about the offensive and the
"Endsieg"., They beg for the truth, they despair at
not knowing it: "I prefer to starve, provided I have
some news from home."



"The lack of mails, whiech are so frequently des-
troyed by the guerillas, upsets us.”

"The most important thing is that our nerves
should not give way - and the worst to bear is our
anxiety sbout you at home,"

The raid on COLOGNE created the strongest impres-
sion, next to it, the ralds on ROSTOCK and BREMEN.

One soldier curses the English: ILet us only
finish off the Russlans, and the day of revenge will
dawni still it is irritating to learn that the Flak
cannot deal with the English."

"fhen we have bad news, we are incapable of fight-
ing, Sometimes I try to celm myself with the thought,
for instance, that DRESDEN oan only get very light
bombs, and the shelters should prove sufficient pro-
tection against them"™ - but nevertheless he advises
his family to take all valuables to the shelters with
them and to look after fire-fighting equipment.”

The C.0, of one unit complains that all his men
want to go back to Germany to defend their families,
and he has a very difficult time trying to keep them
in check,

The raids have pushed aside all the other internal
troubles of Germany, which hai until now precccupied
the soldiers, even hunger, about which they now write
less, though they frequently remark that men returning
from leave in Germany are lean of face and come back
with pleasure even to the Russian front, because here
one may still requisition food.

Another subjeot engrossing the German scldiers,
to a degree almost egual to the raids, is the behaviour
of German women, The tone of their utterences is in-
creasingly vehement: "Today the soldiers ask you to
behave - tomorrow they will very likely threaten you."
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"The German woman of today must needs be degenerate
1f she can betray her husband with a Pole or a Bolshevik."

"Comrades returning from leave fall straight into
the arms of Russian women; I do not wonder at it; some-
thing has hapﬁaned to the proverbial faithfulness of the
German woman,

Events on other fronts create but small echoes so
far., The capture of TUBRUX was greeted with disbelief;
"This must be some English trickery™, "Can one really
believe?"

One man expressed curiosity as to what mischief
CHURCHILL was up to in America and thinks that Turkey
will shortly enter the war.

Events in the PROTECTORATE are enly touched upon
by th?uu freshly arrived from there (ehiefly police
units).

"It is a good thing we are not there; ocoupying
& country is one of our plagues,"

Heprisals are approved of on the whole, e.g. one
man writes to PARIS on 16.6.,: ™I thought the French
were more intelligent; I wonder they still try to
kill off our soldiers, This looks a{muat like our
dealings with guerillas."

Daily complaints and grumblings about the plague
of mosquitoes (spreading malaria and frequently mortal
infeetion through typhoid), lack of sleep due to con-
tinuous raids and guerrillas attacks, unjmst promotion
and decorations, sometimes ill treatment by officers:
"I feel the difference between an officer and & Nazi
soldier. If these people only realised how they are
wronging us they would stop to think,"

The most freguently encountered word is "leave™,
It is the subjeet of a humorous letter entitled "Return
of one division from Russia in 1980" in which scldiers
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returning from Russia have forgotten all thelr German
with the exception of the one word "leave" - the mean-
ing of which they have, however, forgotten.

Complaints of bad food have decreased. Not that
food has improved, but the soldiers can supplement it
by barter, which is strietly forbidden, or by requisi-
tions. EHence there are frequent thefts ol parcels from
home, and the reason given by the perpetrators when
caught is - hunger.

The writers actuaslly mention five cases of sulecide
and two death sentences in that conneetion; and an
allusion is made to larger numbers of suicides,

Uccasionally one comes across sentences which
might be the echo of communist propaganda or opposition
views, such as: "We are living like coolies". "It is
the leaders of the states and not we soldiers, who are
responsible for this horrible carnage which is going on."
"7e are red up with everything."

The wounded brought to hospitals frequently have
appeals to workers and soldiers sewn into thelr elothes.

Their experiences during the winter have deepened
the soldiers; the long sojourn at the front has taught
them to think. This evolution continuea.

fhe subjects of meditation are limited to their own
front, the course of the war and its outcome. They won-
der about the object of wars. The soldiers become
introspective, grow oritiosl of everything outside
those things which they see and experience themselves.
With the exception of what is going on in Germany, they
lose interest in all other matters, even in other fronts;
and they have not even become awarec of the problem of
the Second Front.

2. Morale in detachments going up to the front.

Units marehing towards the front are taciturn and
reserved, They suffer serious losses en route owing to




raids and guerrilla operations., Thie is their hardent
experience on the threshold of Russia.

These units are now composed for the most part of
older people, in despair at having been called up, who
learned only on arriving at the goal of their journey
that they were destined for the front and who are given
strenuous training in the immediate rear of the front.

Observation from outside shows an entire lack of
enthusiasm, even a state of depression.

Older soldiers at the front estimate the fighting
value of the youngest and the oldest elements as very
poor.

Jd. Morale in units in the rear.

Morale depends on the course of events at the
fronts., LUBRUK and SEBASTOPOL oreated demonstrations
of Joy among garrisons stationed in Poland.

Soviet dlversion is acutely felt. The soldiers
realise their own helplessness and its main reasons:
"We are definitely too few to cover the areas in which
we have found ourselves; there should be at least
three times as many of us., For this resson we do not
see any end to it.

It was these feelings whieh caused the 0.C. the
LWOW garrison to issue an order to the troops ordering
them fo behave in a proper and non-provocative manner
towards the local population.

Observation shows that morale is gredually, although
very elowly, going down. This finds expression, so far,
only in an inereasing wave of thefts and embezzlements
(several senior officers were arrested in VILNO) and in

drunkpBEness.

There were sporadic cases of breaches of discipline,
such as leaving a sentry post, eto.
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We have insufficient data dealing with desertion
to estimate this phenomenon, which ocecurs fairly fre-
quently, but not en masse,

iie may guote as an example: on 2l.5. twenty men
were shot in VILNO whose nerves had given way and who
had to be removed for the sake of example.

Orders No.s 17 and 18 of the Kommandentur at
BRZESC n/B mention nine death sentences for desertion,
garried out during Mareh 1942,

It was rumoured that during April there were two
executions daily for the same reason.

4, Lorale of the Axis=Allied troops.

To Jud by the conversations held with them, they
are informed in an entirely misleading manner by German
propaganda about conditions in Polish lands (they are
led tc believe that the Poles are very satisfied with
the occupation, ete.). Nevertheless, on many occasions
Italian soldiers ostentatiously showed their friendli-
ness to the Poles, stepped forward in defence of besaten
and robbed tratelisra. visited Polish churches (which
the GCermans are forbidden to do;) the Italians confess
to Polish priests, etec.

There are no data about other Germen satellite
sountries,

Otherwise, morale is the same as in previous
periods.

MORALE AMONG THE GERMAN CIVILIAN POPULATION.

l. In occupied territories.
No changes in the genersl situstion,

More important events and symptoms: the round-up
of German offieclals who are trying to evade the call-
up:; this has caused grest dissatisfaction and depress-
ion, especially in Pomerania and DANZIG and has also
affected Party members.
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The raids on Germany have caused the following:

A olrcular issued on 1l.6.42 by the WARSAW Bahndire
ektion, destined for Reiche - and Velkadeutsehe, limit-
ing the use of the offiecial telephone services and for-
bidding any conversations to be held "on the subject of
enemy operations and their results" as well as "about
the state of the weather in the count or in ococeupied
territories”, All suech nunvoraatinnar{o be treated as
alding the enemy or "treason to the country due to
negligence™,

The Landrat of SIERADE, in his instruotions to the
mayor of ZDUNSKA WOLA instruets him to report any panie
being spread by refugees from ROSTOCK and, should a
raid ococur, to forbid the passage of any information
about the results of the raid and to forbid acceas by
eivilians to any damaged places.

Considerable anxiety is caused by Soviet diversion.
Under the influence of these events Volkdeutsche
in some centres have become humbler in their behaviour -
to a visible extent, They have again begun to speak
about Foland.,

Ea Inside the Rﬂiﬂh-

This estimate is based on the press, oral statements
400 letters written to the front during June 1942; 10%
of these letters are of & nature to lower morale, in
spite of censorship restriotions of whiceh the writers
were aware and which are mentioned in the letters. The
letters were written from HADEN, MANNHEIM, LUDGIGSHAFEN,
KIEL, MUNICH, AUGSBURG, BERLIN, EAST FRUSSIA.

The faotors affeoting the state of mind of the
péople inside the Reioch are in order of importance:
air ralds, losses on the fronts, successes in the CRIMEA
and in Africa, hunger. Otherwise all factors mentioned
in previous reports are also operative.

The dominant features are sgtill: fatigue, depress-
ion and anxiety.
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Since the summer the people have been fed methodi=-
cally with stimulating propaganda; they have been
accustomed to bewildering successes and need new stimu-
1i all the time in order to maintain their morale.

The first injection of optimism, after the winter,
was the capture of KERCH. It was less exploited by
propagande than other wiotories, but it immediately
improved the general temper of the people by awaken-
ing hopes for a speedier ending of the war.

Letters dated from that period contain repeatedly

the word "wieder"; "Again we have the hope that the
war will end some tim¥, ssibly better than we have

come to expeet.”

African victories were fully exploited by propa-
ganda, Ve lack deta about the resction of the peonle.

There have been no echoes of the IHARKOV battle,
not even in the letters from the fronmt.

Another stimulus is the realisation of the slogan:
"Wietory at any price", One of the elaborations of
this slogan is: "To work, to endure, to restrict one-
self in everything, to win.,"

The third stimulus is enforcement.

The regulation about "those unfit for social life"
has been enforeed in some of the "Gau's"™ only up to
the present; it has now been extended over the whole
of Germany. The execution of this regulation has now
been entrusted to administrative authoritvies &nd the
decisions to the Party.

In spite of counteraption, tension does not dis=
aprear, It is fostered by the mass-training of reserve
foreces for A.iA. defence and by thousands of refugees
from the bombed eities.

It is said that more than 80,000 fled from COLOGNE
alone; they scattered all over the Helch and the
oceupied countries, spreading panic.
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The spring did not bring the great events which
were awaited with such anxiety; these events are now
antiaifaxad for the sutumn, and even, as one letter
pute it: "Everybody 1is making forecasts, to such an
extent that one becomes breathless: eace is to be
goncluded by August, but how can one glieve it7"

Others, on the other hand "belleve that things
cannot go on for 1nn§ like this, because we have
nothing left to eat.

Letters dated 18.5.4E2: "People are depressed
and look gloomily into the future.”

News is continually arriving from the fronts
about reletives killed and inside the country, t oo,
there are many casualties.

Prophecies saying that the war will end this year
are definitely wrong. The ralds are disorganizing
the life of the various centres and to some extent
the 1ife of those places where the refugees have fled.
Hence the authorities do their best to try and stop
them from flight.

The authorities tried to stem the panic spread by
the secattering of tales about the ralds by concllia-
tory measures; in ROSTOCK, for example, free meals
were served and additional bread anc tobacco ration-
cards were issued. The people were upset and terri-
fied and for two weeks after the raid continued %o
descend every night into the ghelters.

letter from KIEL: ™"No one laughs any more in
Germany ."

letter from Hamburg: "People are ning away, 1f
only for a few days, to calm down & little.

There is energehic recruiting of youn? men for the
WAFFEN 5.5. There are cases where gompulsion is applied.
This recruiting is aimed at gtrengthening the founda-
tions of the regime, The recruits are taught: ™You
must do your duty regardless of what may be gningugg

ro
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you: even if you saw your mothers and wives dying of
starvation and destitution, you must endure brave

to the end."

Those going to the front are told that under no
conditions may an 5.5, man be taken prisoner.

III. GENERAL OBSERVATIONS.

The events in Africa roused slumbering hope only
in the rear and inside the Reioh; these were ru11¥
exploited by propagenda in order to allay fear of the
gecond front which was gnawing at the people. There
was & distinet tendency to guiet all discussions on
this subjeet. On the eastern front these events crea-
ted no repercussion whatever.

As far as the offensive campaign in Russia is con-
cerned, ¥rupaganda approached the subjeeot warili, aveld-
ing promises of victory. In this respect it chimes
with the mood of the army. Only KERCH and SEBASTOPOL
were exploited to some extent, and the importance of
these vietories was based chiefly on calculations as
to the forces of the enemy.

The press demonstrated the sensitivity of the Ger-
man Ienpla and army to British and Soviet propaganda
and launched s ecampeign against these influences;
their method was irony, and a combatting of the enemy's

arguments.

The authorities in Germany are distinetly alarmed
gt the diminishing resistance of the German peopnle,
whioh is m%nifuntad, among other things, in lnereasing
demoralisation. :

The army continues to be morally strong - in apite
of exhaustion, irritation and depression.

The main organs of the press continually stress
the unshaken heroism of the nation.

The raids and the food situation have & greater

influence on the shaping of morale than has been
exerted
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by the victories won in 1942; they weaken and disor-
ganize the people and deflect the attention of the
soldiers from their tasks at the front.

The troops greeted the beginning of operations in
the east with relief, The soldiers wish for a speedy
defeat of Russia, because they wish to return home to
defend their families end they are afrald of ancther
winter, which they ldentify with defeat.

The slogan of & "Vietory at all costs" is being
realised materially inside the Reieh and in cccupied
lands., But allied to this reslisation, there are very
disordaet attempts to prepare the people for possible
failures.

IV, FPROPAGANDA.

This esatimate is based on the press in the Heiech
and the ocoupled territories in the east, Tfor the per=-
iod 15.6. - 15.7.42., Pnrt¥ publications (DAS VERFELD =
a training publication of the S.N.D.A.F, in the General
Gouvernement and others) HITIERJUNGEN, MITTELUNGEN FUER
DIE TRUPFE Nos. 181, 188, 190, 193, 195, 196, 198, 199,
201, 202, 202 from April, May and June 1942,

The main facts exploited by German propaganda dur-
ing that period of time were:

The Anglo-Soviet agreement and the successes in
Africa = which were brought into prominence while the
beginning of the offensive in Russia was left in the
shade; the fighting on the DUN was overshadowed by the
lmnah{ug of a British convoy in the ARCTIC, which was
represented as "the greatest defeat of ﬂngiand“.

All these facts were used for the underlining of
the. slogans used during the last few months.

1, &) The first information about the Anglo-Soviet
was given by the WARSCHAUER ZEITUNG, In the press
ingide the Reieh this treaty caused great misgivings
and it was discussed in all newspapers along lines
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offieially laid down for the press, The alleged
"secret clauses" were especially stressed and were
sald to threaten the "small nations” betrayed by the
British. The essence of the treaty, i.e. the danger
of a second front, was entirely glossed over.

b) The opportunity was exploited to start a new and
powerful campalgn against the Anglo-Saxon countries,
as the only gsﬁgutratora of the war, Four consecutive
articles by BELS launched this campaign.

The main press organs and the "MITTEILUNGEN"™ took
a very prominent part in this campaign, while the
press in ocoupled countries was rather reserved in
its enunciations.

In the mass of statements about the disintegration
of the British Empire, one notices the attitude of
the FRANKFURTER ZLITUNG, which said that the "British
were tough opponents and an unusually talented nation",
as well as the careful sentence of GOEBBELS, ending
a series of victorious fanfares: "Ne know that the
chences of & submarine war are changeable,"

a) The African successes were exploited to the full
and brought forth a series of assurances about the
invineibility of the German Army and the decisive
bearing of tﬁia vietory on the outeome of the whole

WAT.

Next to it, CHURCHILL'S speech and the debate in
the Commons created an outbreak of violent indigna-
tion at the whole of the British people, who are
immature and misled and proved unable to overthrow
the Prime Minister. Although the VOLKISCHER BEQBACHTER
of 5,7« atated that the defeat of England was complete,
the press of the ocoupried countries remained very

regerved.

WARSCHAUER ZEITUNG gave amssurances that the Axis
does not make any prophecies concerning the future
course of the campaign, because in this fight for
the future of Europe, it is amssured of ultimate

vietory.
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In another article entitled "This is different
from 1918" it says thet it is & mistake to compare
the present war with the Bapoleonic campaigns (not
only his Egyptian campaign).

b) The fall of TUBRUK was used as a prool of the
impossibility of ereating a geoond front. Feverish
disoussion of this subjeot, kept up for a number of
weeks, was ended by two enunciations for a compromise
character:

= Such a front had existed on geveral occasions,
but it never last long.

- According to GOEBBELS (5.7.42) the Germans
"gpe prepared for all Allied experiments, and
anyway they are not interested in this one."

After this date we do not engounter any further men=
tion of the seocond front.

The "HITLERJUNGEN™ has so far not touched on this
subject, and devoted more space to the successes of
German submarines.

The anniversary of E2E2.6., Was hardly mentioned in
the press., MNo sayings of EITL:H or appeals of last
year were guoted.

The beginning of the offensive was asnuounced by:
a) WARSCHAUER ZEITUNG, which acts as the chief in-
formant on Russian matters.

Acoording to this paper the aim of the offensive
is to solve those problems, which had been left un-
gsolved since liovember 1941, The paper makes no pro=
phesies for the future, although "the dice are cast"”
but "no one knows whether the war will end owing to
the present decisions, and when this will happen.”

b) The press within the Reich disousses the present
fighting in Russie with less reserve, although it
cont inues to stress the strength of Russian resist=
ance; then it announces the complete annihilation of
HIMOSHENKO's army and the spproaching decisive

moment of the War.
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a) MIPPEILUNGEN, in a discussion of the May opera=
tions, stresses the importance of ihe gapture of
{ERCH, where more prisoners were taken then in the
famous battle of TANNENBERG in 1914 (this is &
frequent example used by this Eaper]. The article
ends: ™his May hes again ren ered us secure in
the trust and assurance that the ultimate vietory
will be ours."”

4, There were fewer enunciations during that period
on the subject of war alms, nor were any new forulas
on the subject drawn up.

only MITTEILUNGEN tried to adapt former aims to the
present requirements and to the latest official statemenls.

For them the aim of the war is an economie &and poli-
tical unity of Burope whieh will assure for her freedom
in raw material supplles. The word "freedom" has & speci-
fic meaning in German minds; it means to assure for
our ever-growing nation the possession of sufficient
food, and the Lebensraum of Europe is the Lebensraum
of the German nation.

Considerations about the re-building of Lurope
gontinue to be the subjeet of Party publications of the
type destined for educational purposes and in books,
which depend to & lesser degree on the gurrent mood of
the people and events at the front .

5, The slogan "Vietory at all costs", formulated in the
spring, has reached the General Gouvernement in the

ghape of posters.

GOEBBELS returns to this subject on 2l.6., glving
the keynote to the whole press, by announcing the possi-
pility of temporary getbacks and apgaaling for a proper
appreciation of the enemy. 'rhere 18 nothing left for
us to do, but to gtrengthen unto the ultimete limits,
our direction of the war until the absolute exhaustion
of our WAar potential, lar, as gsuch, must needs pass

through various stages."
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a) This slogan is now used for the preparation =
moral and material - of the wide masses of the peoole
for a protracted and diffioult war.

Now propagande confesses to the winter failures
in Russis and Africa.

b) The imperative orders for economy in every walk
of life explain the gradual limitation of the produe-

tion of various articles. The use of arguments about
the superiority of Hational-Soclalist economies over
the capitalist system 1s aimed at calming publie
opinion, which realises the economic potential of the
Anglo-Saxon eountries, and which is irritated by the
ogeaseless limitations of consumption.

At the same time the people are told that in
spite of her possibilities, the UKRAINE cannot assure

bread supplies for Germany.

The thesais is alsoc being developed about the
pre-historical "Germanness"™ of the whole of eastern
Europe, for which the Germans alone can ever segure

an economic and cultural development.

Under this group of arguments ocomes the acute
problem of labour. abitents of towns are en-
couraged forolbly tc spend their leaves in the
country on land work. Sochool children have all been
regimented for it, the teaching programmes being
adapted to this end.

Under this heasd the MITIEILUNGEN appeals to thas
goldiers to regard each Soviet prisoner of war as A4
valuable labourer, necessary for vietory, and not
only as an enemy who will no longer fight.

Several new subjects have made their appearance;

a) The identity of aims of Garmani and Japan and
the importance of the part played by Japan in this
war - the possibility of a Russo-Japanese confliet.

b) The rebellion of the concuered nations, mentioned
by GOEBBELS in the FRANKFURTER ZEITUNG and by the
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main press organs. They all agree that it is Just
an invention of enemy propagandsa, impossible to put
into practice, and quite contrary to the earnest

wishes of the peoples concerned. At the same time they

threaten reprisals.

This subjeot was hraufht up at the same time as
V. GQAYDA revealed the position of Italians in JUGD=-

SLAVIA,

a) Pro da and its sianificance. The press has

betrayug eﬁe present a&naﬁ%iv!fg of the German people
to foreign influences and all negative moods in Ger-
many and the distrust ol CGerman propaganda are, as &

matter of faet, aseribed to these forelgn influences.

The FRANKFURTER Z_ITUNG started the campaign
of degraaiating British prugaganaa and ridiculing

Sovie Erupnganda by answering its arguments; this
policy has now been adopted by the i ITTEILUNGEN.

It is perhaps particularly noticeable in the
letter publication, that five artiecles out of 11
issues were devoted to this problem as well as the
whole of lo. 193. The official German thesis has
again been resussitated that tThe defeat in 1918 was
the result of extremely brilliant and efficient
Allied propaganda and not of a military defeat.
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PLEASE TELL GENERAL SIKORSKI I SHALL LE | ELIGHTEDU TO SEE HIM

BETWEE: NOVEJBER THIRTIETH ANL .ECEMLER TENTH

HOOGEVELT



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

October 29, 1942

MFMORANLUM FOR
THE SECRETARY OF GSIAlE

I am enclosing herewith
& letter from Ambassador Bludle
for your informationi I wired
Bicddle last night telling him that
I should be delightec to see
General Sldors<l between Noveamber
thirtieth and December tenth.

Please ret.rn Biodle's letter
when you huve finished with it.

F. D. R,

Enclosure

Let to the President 10/12/42 from Amb.
Blddle re the proposed visit of Gen.
Silkorskl possiply late in November.



THE WHITE HOUSE 4
WASHINGTON

October 29, 1942

MEMORANLUM ¥FOA
THE SECHETARY OF STATE

I am enclesing herewith
& letter from Ambassador Bicdle
for your information. I wired
Biddle lust night telling him that
I should be delighted to see
General Sikorski between November
thirtieth and December tenth.

Please return Biddle's letter

when you have finished with it,

F. D. R.
9 :I .f A

Enclosure [ M
.,1\



40 Berkeley Square,
LONDON, October 12,1942,

My dear Mr, President:

I was happy to recelve your letter of September 23,
which arrived shortly after my receipt of the State
Department's cable No. 26, 7 pm., concerning General
Slkorskl's proposed visit to the United States, I
promptly conveyed your message to him, He was very
much touched by your kind expression of appreciation of
the friendly epirit which had prompted his proposal,

He wanted me to assure you, in his behalf, that he
fully understood the reasons for your desire that he
postpone his visit,

He now wondered, whether vou mipht find it con-
venlent to receive him at some date in lete November,
He earnestly hoped so, for he would be ready by that
time to submit to you, ess he likewlse intended to
submit to Mr, Churchill, a plan of attack on the Axis
forces.

He had just had a message from Ambassador Clechanowski,
indiecating that your time would be completely taken up
during the month of December; that you had therefore
kindly Intimated you would be prepared to see him at
some date between January Sth and 30th,

The January suggestion, the General sald, unfor-
tunately conflicted with his scheduled visit to his
Torces In the Middle East, It was therefore, for this
reason, that he had asked me to find out whether a
date in late November would be convenlent to you,

As
The President
The White House.
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As regards his "plan of mttack", he told me that,
in collaboration with his General Staff, he had recently
been engaged In preparing a plan for attacking the Axis
forces in the early part of next year, He had given
study to this question, and in order to accelerate the
drawing up of the plan, he had appeinted his Corps
Cemmander, General Kukiel, to the post of Minister for
War, hitherto occupied by himself, He said that, generd ly
speaking, the plan envisaged (a) action agsinst the western
part of the Continent from Britain} aynchronized with
(b) action against southern coasts of the Continent from
North Africa; and with (c¢) actlon from the Middle East,
The plan envisaged, moreover, action through the Balkans,
counting with the active support of Turkey. He was most
anxlous to submit his plan to you and to Mr, Churchill
88 soon as he and his collaborators would have comple ted
it.

For your further information, I have dlscreetly
fscertalned that, in his next meeting with you, the
General hopes to dlscuss the following points:

1. The general trend of the conduct of the war
(besides submitting to you his plan of campaign),

2. Polish pest-war problems bearing on frontiers,
claims, et cetera,.

3. The Polish-Czechoslovek Federation,
4. Polish-Russian relations,
With wamest regards and every good wiah, I am

Yours falthfully,

v-—ﬁ;:jfﬁdﬂ-.“\-
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September 23, 1942

With every good wieh, I an
Very sincerely yours,

o R =¥

XfP?7&
v\iff.-'.':‘*?



Respectfully referred to the Secretary
of State.

M. He McINTYRE
Secretary to the President

Letter to the President-9-19-42
From: Cordell Hull cap
Enclosing a draft to the President to sign to

Hon. Anthony J. Drexel Biddle, Jr., American Embassy, London,
which he signed.



Ve

>
< Departiment of Etatie

BUREAU | Eu
DIVIEION
ENCLOSURE
TO

Letter drafied 9;"'1&1"42

ADDRESSED Ty

_ The Presldent

§ e S



ALDEEES OFFICIAL COMMURCAT] o TO
THE SECRETARY OF STATE
A R TR, DO

DEPARTMENT OF STATE
WASHINGTON

September 19. 1942

My dear Mr, President:

There 1s attached a draft reply to Ambasssdor Blddle's
letter of September 2., If you should approve the dreft
and have 1t returned to us we shall see that the letter is
dispatched to Ambassador Biddle, and a summary of the
letter wlll be sent by cable advising him that the letter
is en route.

Faithfully yours,

—6

Enclosures: /
l, To Ambassador Biddle.

2. From Ambassador Biddle,
September 2, 1942,

The President,
The White House.



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON I

September 12, 1%242.

MEMORANDUK FCOIL THE

SECRLTARY OF STATE:D 420

FOR PREPARATION OF REPLY
FOR 4¥Y SIGNATURE,
Flﬂih-

Letter from Hon. To J Embassy of

the U.S.A., ZU Berkeley ﬁnm, Lendon, 9/2/42,
to the President, in re talks with General
Sikorski concerning his earnest hove that the
President might indicate his approvel of hia
accepting an invitetion from Dr. Swietlick,

Dean of the Law/School of Marquette University, to
address a Mass Meeting of Polish-Americens

at Soldiers Field, Chicago, on October 14,

Mr. Biladle asks that if the President sees his
way clear towards indicating in some way, that he
would welcome General Sikorski's vist to the 1.8,,
he notify Mr. Biddle to this effect.



40 Berkeley Square,
LONDON,September 22,1942,

My dear Mr, President:

I have just had one of a series of lengthy talks
with General Sikorski concerning his earnest hope that
you might indicate your ‘approval of his accepting an
invitation from Dr, Swletlick, Dean of the Law School
of Marquette University, to address a Mass Meeting of
abou . olish-Ame?icans at Soldiers Field,
Chicago, on October 16, He considers that this would
offer an excellent occasion to rally the enthusiastie
support of American citizens of Pollish extraction and
origin, behind your "banner" in the coming elections,
He sald, moreover, that ir this idea met with your
approval, he would like to propose, for your furthep
approval , his making five other speeches in the key
Polish-Ameri can centers -- perhapa Milwaukee, Buffalo,
Seranton, and two other places to he named, He has
agreed to my preliminary suggestion, subject of course
to your approval s that in constructing his Proposed
Speeches, he direct the ma jor portion thereof along
lines of informing his audlences concerning the general
trend of events, and or the role of the Polish Forces
in connection therewith; that having thus engaged his
listeners! interest, he end up with focussing their
attention upon you, and all that ¥ou stand for, as
champion of the cause against the forces of 8ggression;
as the great leader of the cause of freedom, and the
cause of the common man, This, I emphasized, would
Serve to bring about the desired results, with the
minimun of Provocation of suspicion by the opposition,
that he was interfering in internal polities,

He

The President
The White House,
Washingtun, D.C.
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He tells me that in discussing with Mr. Churchill
the possibllity of his poing to the United States for
this purpose, Mr, Churchlll's preliminary reaction was
highly enthuslastie, Mr, Churechill too, had ecsutioned
him to guard against giving any impression of delving
in internal politics,

In the event that you approve of General Sikorski's
coming over, I wonder whether you might see your way
clear towards indicating In some way, that you would
welcome his vlsit to the United States, He 1s, as I
have previously told you, a sincere admirer of yours;
moreover, as he 1s highly sensitive, he would not be
likely to make any plans to go, unless he had sonme
encouraging word from you, I shall awalt word from
you, before saying anything further to the General
regarding this matter.

: With my warmest regards and my every good wish,
am

Yours faithfully )

/0y )
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October 30, 1942.

MEMORANDUM FOR
THE UNDER SECRETARY OF GTATE

TO HEAD AND RETURN FOR
i FILES. *

F. D. R.

Letter from Ambassador Bldaole
to the President, dated October 1,
1942, enclosing memorandum re
Argentine Politlical Developpents.
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!ﬁ" ~ THE UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE
SO WASHINGTON

\Qr October 30, 1942

My dear Hr, President:

I am returning to you herewith Tony Biddle's
letter to you of October 1, with which he enclosed &
memorandum which he had obtalned wlth regard to cer-
taeln features of the present political situation in
Argentina. I have read this with much lnterest and,
in accordance with your request, I eam returning 1t
for your files.

Belleve me

1thfully yours,
Ctd

Enc.

The Presldent,

The White House.
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40, Berkeley Square,
London, W.l.
Ootober 1, 1942

My dear NMr. Fresident:

I beg to rafer to m{ letter of August 17,
and enolesed memorandum containing seoret information
regarding political developments in the Argentine, as
imparted to me by a usually reliable allied govern-
mental source here.

In conneotion therewith, I am attaching, here-
to, & copy of a confldential memorandum, containing
further information on the same subject and which I
Just received from the same aforementioned sources.

fWiith warmest regards and every good wish,

Yours faithfully,

I am

The President,
The White House,
Washington
Eni D::r:tntad
AJDBJR:TH



(Supjylementing information contained in my letter

August 17, 1942.)

In Argentine the leadership of the totalltarian
movement has been taken over at present by Dr, Frasco
who remains in closest relutions with Fresident
Castillo. Lately, ln the iArgentine totullterian circles,
great nervousness has been notlced, which was caused,
‘Tfirst of all, by the steadily proceeding isolatlon of
that country. : '

On the 26th of Mlagun at Dr, Fresgo's, in Moron, &
meeting took place in order to define Lhe pollcy of
the totalitarlen movement in comneetion with the exlsting
situation. At the meeting Ur, Fresco reported on ihe
situation in Europe and on the totalitarian movement
in South America. He stated that, according to hia
inforsation from Berlin, a few weeks ufter the expected
ccocupation of Stalingrad, a confersnce will be cmlled
in Berlin, in order to establish the new order in
Burope. The totaliterian movements in aimerica, however,
must not expect sny finsncisl help frem Berlin,

With regard to the internal situation in Argentina,
Lr. Fresoo stated that plans, aiming at winnlng over
Paraguay heve falled, which was proved on the occaslon
of General Tomazzis's (Paraguayan Minister of War)
vislt In Asuncion, Also, the situation in Chile 1s
unfavourable for the Arpentinian nantionalism, In
condnslion, the meetlng has declded to try to oreate a
secret fund in the irgentinien Ministry of War, Tor

tlua/
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the purpose of rinancing revolutlonary movements in
nel hbourlng countries. With regard to Bolivia, 1t
has been declded to force the entry into the Cablnet

by mesns of an agreement with the Natlonal Government,

in order to teke up the role of the Fifth Column
inside the Government. is to Poraguay, it was decided
to try to find ways for the recapture of the last ground,

Ur. Fresco is to present the decisions of the
conference to the Fresident of the Republic,

In conneection with the existing situatien in the
Argentine militaery circles, two groups have been formed:
one which eims at a speedy and radical solution; the
second is rather desirous of awalting the developments
in Europe,



October 30, 1942

My dear Mr, President:

I am returning to you herewith Tony Piddle'e
letter to you of QOotober 1, with which he encloeed a
memorandum which he had obtalned with regerd to cer-
tain features of the present political situation in
4rgentina. T have read this with much interest and,
in sccordance with your request, I am returning it
for your files.

Belleve me

Falthfully yours,

SUMNER WELLES

Enc.

The President,
The White House.
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40,Berkeley Sguare,
London, W.,1l.

November 4,1942,

Ky dear Mr. President:

I beg to refer to the Department's Cable
Czechoslovak Series No., 2 of October 24, 1942 (2 p.m.)
whereln I was instructed to inform the Czechoslovak
Government that you intended to address Dr. Benes
as the President of the Czechoslovak Republic in a
message on the occasion of Czechoslovekia's National
Dey, October 28; that we would henceforth drop the
term "Frovisional" when referring to the Czechoslovak
Government; that we found no necessity for exchanging
writings in connection with this matter or for revising
my credentials accordingly.

Immediately upon receipt of this caeble I called
upon Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign llinister Jan
Masaryk, Dr. Benes being absent from town. When I
imparted the substance of your message he leapt into
the air like a boy, embraced me warmly and, with tears
in his eyes, stated with genuine earnestness that your
action had touched him very deeply; that it was for
him,and would be for Dr., Benes and their fellow country-
men a source of real gratificetion. He wanted me to
send you an expression of his warmest thanks.

Subsequently, on Czechoslovakia's National Day,
when Dr. Benes received all the Chiefs of Missions
aceredited to his Government, he made it a point to
come across the room to shake my hand warmly and to

ask
The President,
The White House,

Viashington.
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ask me to convey to you an expression of his deep
gratitude. As he went on to tell me how profoundly
touched he and his associates were and how much this
would mean to his countrymen in Czechoslovkia, I
could discern that he was sincerely moved. A8 for-
merly in the case of Minister Masaryk Dr, Benes did
not attempt to conceal his teara, I never before
saw him show so much emotion. I only regret that
you yourself could not have witnessed how much your
message meant to these two men and their associates,

With my warmest regerds and every good wish, I am

Yours faithfully
Ty (Db ¥
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THE WHITE HOUSE . _ 1
WASHINGTON ‘

December 3, i942

MEMORANDUM FOR

J&u,ﬁ(;re g;? of State

IHs Under cretary of State

For your information. Please

return for my files.

F. D. R,

tnclosure

DECLASSIFIED
By Deputy Archiviet of the U.S.

By %. J. Stewart Date__rpp 4 1572



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

Deceaber 3, 1942

TN I DN
MEMORANDUM FOR
THE Secretary of State
THE Under Secretury of State
For your information. Please

return for my files.

r. D. R.

Fnclosure

Let to the President frowm Amb.

h. J. Drexel Biaole, London, England
11/43/42 re the reactions to the
North Africa offensive ad the

assunption of authority of Admiral

barlan, etc.

DECLASSIFIED
By Deputy Archivist of the U.S.

By W. J. Stewart Date FEB 4 1972
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Blashington
TELEGRAM ‘

OFFICIAL BUSINESS—GOVERNMENT RATES

L] Is—pas1

VIA STATE DEPARTMENT

AMBASSADOR BIDDLE
LONDON

Can you give me any information about plans of Mr. Smith
and Colonel Brown? Many thanks to you and Margaret for your

telegram. Best of New Years to you both

FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT
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@he MWhite Bouse
Mlashington
W5P0 RA. 19-

NY. LONDON, Decemser 23,1942

LC.PRESIDENT AND MRS, ROOSEVELT,
WASHINGTON,

HEARTIEST CHRISTMAS AND NEw YEAR GREETINGS,

MARGARET AND TonY BiIDDLE.
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Jamuery 9, 1943

Dear Tony!

I refer to your letter of December 4, 1942
concerning King Zog's desire to draw egainst his
8ccounts in this country. I have made inquiries and
find that while King Zog has an account with the
Guaranty Trust Compeny of some ¥242,000, the Cen-
tral Hanover Bank and Trust Company could find no
record of an eccount with him, I see no ob jection
to permitting King Zog &ccess to his account in this
country although for various reasone I believe that
the emounts withdrawn at any one time should be
limited, Coneequently, I s gest that you advise
him to request the Guarnntyugruat Company of New York
to make application to the Treasury Department for
the necessary license to permit withdrawels from
the account, You should inform King Zog thet 1t
will not be possible to release more than $30,000
eemi-annually from the account and his instructions
to the bank should embrace these limitations,

With best wishes for the New Year, I am

Sincerely yours,

FRANKLIN D, ROUSEVELT

The Honoreble
Anthony J, Drexel Biddle, Jr,,
Care of Americen Embasey,
London,
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N\ ;ﬁ: LO,Berkeley Sjuare,
\

London,W, ,1,
December 4,1942,

My dear Mr, Fresident:

In the course of recent confidential conversstion
with the XKing and Jueen of Albania,they expressed their
sense of concern over their inability to draw on funds
in the name of "His Majesty Zogou I, Hotel Ritz,London,
W.l. England", The King said that his Diplomatic and
Information Services were entirely dependent upon his
own private funds; that he was willing to continue de-
fraying all expenses in connection therewith until his
country had regained its independence. A8 a matter of
fact, he added, his private funds were the only means in
signt for cerrying on the work. He, therefore, asked
me whether I might be able to ascertain discreetly,
whether it wss possible to mske arrangements whereby he
might drew on his funds in New York to the extent of
covering the aforementioned expenses, He most earnest-
ly hoped that some formula might be found.

While I did not mention to him that I intended
to address you personally in the matter, I thought it
advisable to take it up directly with you, mnd to
quietly seek your reaction. For your information, the
King has $242,288.4L0 to his mccount as of July 30,1942
at the Guaranty Trust Company of New York, as well as
$82,408.58 at the Central Hanover Bank and Trust Company,
New York.

With warmest regards and every good wish, I am
Yours faithfully

-*“?jﬁng}?it;blj‘ -y

The Fresident,
The White House,

Washington,D,C,
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE
WASHINGTON

January 8. 1943

My dear Mr, President:

With reference to your confidential memorandum
of December 19, 1942 enclosing a letter from Ambassador
Biddle, I am submitting & draft reply for your signe-
ture 1f you approve,

While I percelve no objection to granting King
Zog eccess to his funde in thie country, I consider
it the wleser course, since we cannot be assured of the
purpocse for which the funde will be used, to limit the
amounts of withdrawals, The question of applicatiun
for & licenee and related mattere have been discussed
with the Treasury Department which has agreed to give
favorable coneideration to an application for the re-
legse of & portion of these funds when it recelves &
request in this sense from the Guaranty Truet Company
of New York,

You will remember that King Carol has been

permitted

The President,

The White House,
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permitted to draw upon hie accounts in this country

with certain limitations ae to amounts and periods,

M)

Faithfully yours,

Enclosures!

1, From Mr, Biddle,
returned,
2, Draft reply.
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

December 19, 1942
e — T
MEJORANLUM FOR
THE BECRETARY OF STATE

For personal and informal

reply by me to Tony biddle.

F. D. R.

Frelosure

Let to the P. 12/4/42 from Tony Biddle
40 Berkeley Square, London, W., 1.

re financial arrangements for King and
Queen of sAlbania,

DECLASSIFIER
By Deputy Archiviet of the 0.8,

By W. J. svuwart Duce FEB 4 19?2



40,Berkeley Square,
London,W.,1.
January 21,1943,

My dear Mr. President:

Imnedistely upon receipt of your letter
of January 9, 1943, I had a meeting with King
Zog. Following my disclosure of the substence
of your letter, the King asked me to write you
that he was profoundly touched by your kindness
in this matter. He realized, he said, that you
had given the matter your personal attention, and
he was deeply grateful for this further proof of
your "bigness", und your human understanding.

He would follow your suggestion and would accord-
ingly request the Guaranty Trust Company of New
York to make application to the Treasury Depart-
ment for the necessary licence to permit with-
drawals from this account. Moreover, he assured
me that his instructions on this score would em-
brace the limitations of semi-annual withdrawals
of $30,000 from the account.

He furthermore explained that as regards
his former account at the Central Hanover Bank and
Trust Company, this dollar account, since he had first
discussed the matter with me, had been exchanged
for a sterling account through arrengements with
the British Government.

I am aware that your kindness in this mat-
ter 1s for the King a source of #enulne gratification.

With warmest regards and my every good wish,
I am

Yours faithfull "
The President,

The White House,
Washington,D.C.
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40, Berkeley Square,
London, W.I.
10th March, 1943.

My dear Joe:

Both Margaret and I are delighted to receive your very
thoughtful and newsy letter which brought us well up-to-date both with
the activities in the political arena at home, and with the activities
of the Guffey family. I want you to kmow, moreover, that both of us
deeply appreciate your confidence and friendship for us, as indicated
by your reference to our possible role in the future political picture
of our State. This, coming from you, really touches us a great deal
and is a source of encouragement and gratification to us.

Now as concerns the bearing of such a move on our political
picture at home, both Margaret and I have carefully considered this
aspect - and we both agree that the situation beils down approximately
as follows:

We took up this job in the spirit of helping, not only
these governments, but also the peoples in their respective Occupied
Countries, to regain their self-respect, to continue the struggle to }
regain independence. This is lnown not only by these governments here
but alsc by the unfortunates in the Occupled territories, I believe,
furthermore, that the American citiszens of the extraction or origin of
these countries are well aware of what we have perscnally felt and
represented in behalf of our country. The war in Europe has now
reached a stage whereat drastic decisions will soon have to be made
as to the lmmediate treatment not only of these Allied Governments
established here, but alsc of thelr respective countries. The deciszions
in all cases may or may not be to the liking of the Naticnals concerned.
The chances are that in some cases decisions will be taken that will
be decidedly unfavorable in the eyes of some, which may in turmn produce
unhappy repercussions among same of the descendant groups at home.

This may prove to be the case especially as regards the Slavic groups.
Therefore, facing the situation and its possible turn, I believe that
if I were to step out of the picture at this point - up to which I have
established a record of doing my all in the interests of each Government
and country concerned - I would be of greater political walue to our
party eventually, than if I were to remain, and possibly become the
agency of "bad news" for those concerned - which would only serve

to unde in their minds the record thus far maintained. In other words,
taking a long range view, I believe it would be politically astute thus
to keep our record clear and to hold us up the sleeve for the future.



(Sheet Two)

Margaret shares my belief that you will understand this
reasoning and will agree with our point of vliew in the matter.

The purpose of this letter is to let you know ocur inner
and every t t, and to ask you to please let us know your own
reaction. If 1 do not hear in the near future from the President,

I may cable you to ask you to be good enough to talk to him about it.

Margaret has written recently to Pauletta giving her our
personal news over here. She joins me in sending you and the family
cur affecticnate regarda.

Sincerely yours — your friend -

TONY BIDDLE (SIGNED)



Merch 9, 1943

Dear Tony and Margaret,

Enclosed please find copy of & speech I delivered on the floor
of the Senate last Friday. I hope that both Margaret and yourself will ap-
Frove.

1 delivered this speech in view of the fact that the Republi-
cans, ever since this session opaned, have been playing politics of the mean-
est and mmallest way, and I thought it was timo to sgy something.

I wouldn't be surprised at all if I saw both Margaret amd
yourself in this country sbout the time the robins nest and the bluebirds

sing.

Forry Laucks' farms, ineluding 1,085 seres, the house with
which you are familiar, the barn with all the livestock, smounting to ap=
proximately 400 head of HolsteinsFriesian und Jorsey cattle, and his mag-
nificent herd of Duroc Jersey hags with the necessary building, and bis
plant for rai Holland White turkays. The Chase National Bank Execu-
tors are asking 5,000. for the property. I believe it ecan be bought for
$40,000. or $50,000. less, end now that 1%t 1s mun as a farm and not as &
fad, I am glad to say it is in the black.

On the floor of the Sanate rumﬂ; 1 stated that Pemnayl-
vania would go Demooratie in 1944 and after that I would have a Demooratie
oolleague., When I said that I had only one man in mind.

With kindest personal regards to Margaret and yourself, and
with the hope of seeing you both soon,

Believe me to be
Very sincerely yours,

Honorable and Mrs. Anthony J. Draexel Biddle
Ameriocan Hmbassy
London, England

BEnglosure

Via Diplomatic Pouch
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L0, Berkeley Square,
London, W. 1.

June 2, 1943,

My dear Mr., President:

In the belief that i1t may be of interest and
poasibly helpful in connection with problems
brlsing from the suspension of Polish-Russien
relations, I beg to mention the following thoughts
which have occourred to me, and which might
posslbly correspond to General Sikorski's views.

In the first place, it now seems clear that
the thres main points upon which Mosocow would
insist as conditions for a resumption of relations
are: 1/ oh s in the composition of the Folish
Government; 2/ suppression of part, and a friendly
attitude of the remaining seection of the Polish
press; 3/ tranquilization of the anti-Soviet
attitude of the Polish armed forces both here and
in the Middle East.

A8 regards the first condition, it might, in
my opinien, be poasaible for Sikorskl to meet this
without iring the dignity and prestige of the
Folish position® provided (a) he carried it out by
stages over an extended period, say 6 to B weeks,
and (b) the changes were effected on the pretext
both of differences in matters of internal policy,
and of the General's belief that a "change of
guard” 1s from time to time a wholesome move,**

Furthermore,/

* "ghange of guard"” is an expression conceived and
used by the late Marsheal Pilsudski and subsegquently
used by other Polish leaders, to explaln to the
people changes they were uu::.{ng in the composition
of thelr respective Governments.

** In further regard to the question of a change in
the composition of the Polish Government, I have long
felt that Sikorski would do well to replace at least
several of his Cabinet Ministers. I have in mind
particularly Minleter for Information Kot, and
Minlster without Fertfolie, in charge of the Depart-
ment of Post-War Planning, Marian Seyda. For your
further information, the attached memorandum contalins
additlonal details on this score.
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Furthermore, by proceeding thus Sikorski would
be the less likely to appear to be acting under
direct pressure from Mosoow.

It seems to me, morecver, that provided this
procedure were conducted guietly, with a minimum of
publielty, and provided the Russians were sincerely
willing to accept the fulfilment of the foregoing,
emong other conditions, as a basis for the renewsal
of relations, the way might thus possibly have been
ocleared for a resumption, perhaps by late Summer -
early Fall.

In telks with General Sikorski, previous to his
very recent departure for the Middle East, where he
expects to remain about alx weeks, I gained the
impression that he was inclined to keep an open mind
in the matter. I therefore belleve that if he could
be brought to feel reasonably sure of obtaining
effective results from the applieation of & formula
somewhat along the above suggested linea, he might
glve 1t his favorable consideration.

hs regards the Russian conditions for a resumption
of relations, both Russian Ambassadors Maisky and
Bogomolov, in their conversations respectively with
Czechoslovak Forelgn Minister Jan Masaryk and with me,
concurred in their insistence upon the reconstruction
of the Follsh Government. In comparing thelr state-
ments on this aspect, however, I note a difference
in detall., Bogomolov lnsisted upen a "replacement of
the Sikorski Government"™ by one whiech would be
Iriendly and more reallstic towards the USSR; Maisky
told Masaryk he considered that his Government might
find 1ts way clear to working with Sikorski and
Reozynaskl; that they were more remlistiec than other
members of the Polish Govermment. I em inclined to
feel that Malsky's statement corresponds more than
Bogomolov's with the terms upon which Moscow might
be willing to settle. In mppraising the difference
betwaen the statements of the two Ambassadors, I am
inclined to asoribe Bogomolov's more drastic tone
partly to the guarrelsome relstlions which he has
personally experienced with the Poles over recent
months.

A8 regards the Polish press, the two Ambassadors
were in effect alike in insisting upon its suppression
excapt for one offlieial organ.

As regards the questlon of tranquilizing the
openly anti-Soviet attitude of the Folish armed forces,
here sgain the Ambassadors differed, for, I believe,
the seme reasons as above clted, Malsky sald there

would/
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would have to be a tranquilization of the anti-Soviet
attitude among the Polish armed forces both here and

in the Middle East, and the elimination of the

sources of inapiration of this attitude, in view of

the long-renge as well as of the immediate bearing
thereof on Folish-Russien relations. Bogomolov,

for his part, said that the Folish military authorities
would have to rid the army of the "militantly anti-
Soviet,Pilsudski-ist officers" from the foreces both
here and in the Middle East.

A8 regards the frontier question, Malsky sald
this might best be left for discussion later on, or
even after the war. Bogomolov sald thls was a oclosed
question as far as those parts of Soviet White
Russia and Soviet Ukraine which had formed part of
pre-war Poland, were concernsd,

With warmest regards and my every good wish,

Falthfully yours,

Ty Rosee -,

The Fresident,
The White House,
Weshington.

Enclosure:
1/ as stated.
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Subject: Background, 1/ Professor Kot,
Polish lunilt-lr of Information;
2/ Minister in charge of Fost-
War Planning, Marian Seyda; and
3/ Professor Grabski, President
of the Polish Netional Counoil.

1/ The present Minister of Information, Professor
Eot, following his replacement ms Ambassader to Moscew,
served as Minister of State in Iran, before returning
to London to take up his present post in the Cablnet.
Previous to his appointment to Russia he had served
in 8ikorski's Cabinet in France, and subsequently here
following France's capitulation,

Eot is a pronounced egolst, ambitious in the
extreme, His bltterness, which finds its roots (a)
in his deep hatred of the late Marshel Pilsudskl during
the latter's lifetime, and now of his "ghost"; and
(b) in his fallure to mchleve pelitical distinction
during the ten years leading up to the outbreak of war
in Poland; leads him to avenge his feelings on all who
had to do direotly or indirectly with the
Pllsudskil regime, whether it was in military or
poelitical circlea. From the day he first Jolned
8ikorski's cebinet in France, his amctivities proved
costly to the latter in terms of internal pelitiocs.*
At that time Kot prevalled upon Sikoraki to permit him
to go forward with a purge of all officers and N.C.0's,

and/

*At about the seme time, in the course of the last war,
that the late Marshal Pilnud.-id. was forming his seoret
organization, which lald the groundwork for Poland's
liberation, there was being formed another seoret Polish
group in Cracow, but under the surveillance and even, it
was suspected by other sectlions of Foland, the seecrat
inspiration and influence of the Austriasns. In glaneing
over the list of this group, Pilsudski said he would like
to have Sikorski Join his organizetion; he was a good
patriet and a good artillery man. Weord came back that
Slkorski was on his way, but what about Professer Kot?
(then a Professor of History at Cracow University). Im
response, Pllsudskl sent back werd that Professor Kot
had better stiok to teaching history. This enangered
Eot, and he has, ever since, been embittered agelnst
the name and even memory of Pilsudski. Unfortunately,
in the old days together in Cracow, Sikorski developed
a complex about Kot. It seems that at the outset of
thelr assoelation, he came to regard Kot in the light
of his intellectual superior. Conscious of this
influence, Kot has never falled to take advantage of it
at moments when he requires Sikorski's support.
DECLASSIFIED

State Dept. Latter, 1-11:72
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and even men in the private ranks who had been
ldentified direetly or indirectly with Pllsudaski. As
regards the officers, he arrsnged te have them sent

to an isolation cemp in southern France. He thereupon
made two lists, a "bleek"™ and a "grey". Those on the
bleck list were forbiddem to jolmn eny of the Pollish
units either at the front or im the back sreas. Those on
the grey liat, few in number, were put under
surveillance for many months at the ecamp, and in szome
cases were eventuslly allowed to rejolm thelr
respective unita. The aforementioned category of
N.C.0's were reduced to the rank of private, and the
aforementlioned category of privates were expelled

from the armmy. While the officers' pay was malntalned
in full, the privateas thus expelled were given no
means of support directly or indirectly by the Polish
Goverrnment. At the same time Kot let 1t be lkaown
throughout Polish pelitical and military eircles in
Frence that the Covermment would not countensnce even
the mention of Pllsudaki's name. Later, when the
Polish forces came to Britain, the sbove-clited offlcers
from the lsclation cemp in Frence were likewise treated
in Scotland; they were sent to en "isolation area" on
the Island of Bute.#

B8ikorskl's acquiescence to Kot's persistence in
carrying forward both the purge of the officers and
men and the teboolng of reference to the late Harshel
has proved costly to the General's personal popularlty

the armed foreces, as well as certain sectlons of
Folish political eirecles. For aslde from the older
men who had formerly served with Pilsudskl, and who
liked snd admired him, the younger men have been
brought up sinece childhood to revere FPllsudski'as name.
Both categories have deeply resented the attitude thus
apparently adopted by the Government as a whole.

Another political move which Kot concelved and
urged upon Sikorski, wes the formation in France of a
refugee Parllament, the present Polish Natlonal Coumcil.

No sooner had this bedy been formed than Kot, together
with seversl of his close amssoelates, deliberately
inspired it to procesd with the sentencing to death of
the former regime. It was only through the most
energetic and dliscreet afforts on part of the British
Mgphassador, Sir William Howard Kennard, md myself, with

the,/

# a large proportion of these officers are graduates of
the Ecole de Cuerre im Poland, and, in addition, & number
of them received courses at the Ecole de Guerre in France.
All of them are weterans of the 1939 war in Poland, snd
many of them, in addition, are veterans eof the Oreat War.
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the cooperation of the Frenech Government, that instruc-
tlons were eventually glven the National Councll to drop
the matter. In brief, the Polish Natlomal Council may,
to my mind, be charscterized mainly as a debating
soclety. Moreover, the utterances of many of its
members manifest more of a "demagoglc" tendency then of
en understending of democracy. Like Kot, many of the
members are emblttered by the fact that they did not
succeed during the ten years or more, leading up to the
outbreak of this war, in playing a more important role
in thelr country. It may be recalled that im previous
writings from Polend, I pointed out that while there
was much opposition throughout the country to the
former reglme, no one appeared on the political horizon
suffielently strong to consolidate and lead that
opposition ageinst the regime.

In brief, Kot has no particular 1lildng either for
the United States or for Eritain; he has a deep
distrust and heatred of Russis, and regards the war as
the business mainly of us three from now on, permitting
him to go on playing his own "geme of political marbleas",
His setions are motivated mainly by personsl ambitions, and
he works, ln my opinion, with his eye, so-to-speak,
"around the cormer", dreaming of the day when, perhaps,
he may become the leading politieal figure im his own
country. In this conmeetion, I have been advised by
our Iialson Officer with the Polish forces in the
Mlddle Emst, that Kot, while he was in Iren as Minlster
of State, and even at this time, was undermining
Sikorski with the Polish Undergroumd orgenizetion in
Peland; that Kot was placing his own men in important
pesitions with & view to his own personal forward-
looking interesta.

When recently sounded out by a close mssocclate of
Sikorskl as to my reaction to the possibility of Kot's
replacing Ambassador Ciechanowsld, in cese 1t became
advisable to replace Kot in the present Government, I
emphasized my opinlon that it was highly inadviseble
to consider changing their Ambassedor at this stage.
The questlon was sufficlent to indiecete the trend of
thought in the back of Sikorski's mind, Indeed, any
future developments may ceuse Sikoraki to try evem
perhaps to invent some posts for Kot and Seyda in the
United States. Having observed thelr sctivities over
the past three years, I should earnestly recommend
that in the event that requests are eyentually made
for thelr visas to go to the United States, some
reason be found for suggesting in effect thet their
services might be more useful to Poland in some octher
eountry. In short, they are both trouble-makera, and
if allowed to circulate smong the Americans of Polish
origin and extraction, would undoubtedly become "politiecal
headaches" for us im the United States. Particularly
Kot 1s the type of Pole, which, to my mind, is very

l.;:t,f
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apt, in permitting his personal ambitions and his
emotions to cloud his perspective, to lose sight of
the broader objective., In playing one force against
another to gain 1ts own ends, this type of Polish
mind is apt to overlook the potential danger of the
effect of its inspired activities upon the broader
aspect of the struggle. Moreover, I believe that if
Kot and Seyda are eventually replaced in the Government,
it would be well for the British authorities to see
that they are not permitted to stay here where they
would undoubtedly engage in intrigue amongst Polish
c¢lrcles; 1t would be better to send them to some dis-
tant land with a helthy climate and where there are
no other Poles with whom they ecould intrigue.

2/ Minister Seyda, in charge of post-war planning,
and a prominent member of ENDEK (National Democrats -
Right Wing) 1s considered by the Poles here as a
representative of the moderate factlon of his party.

It may be sald that he 1s a reactionary of the "old"
school, in contra-distinction to the "younger", and
what Russian diplomatic quarters here eonsider the

more Faseclst-minded ENDEK faction, hedded by Thadeusz
Bielecki. This faction holds that the old party 1s not
sufficlently militant (Bielecki, in his weekly "Mysl
Polska" - "The Polish Thought" - has been vigorously
attacking the Sikorslkd Government on the grounds that
it has fallen under the influence of "Jewish Liberalism"
and "Freemasonry"),

It may be recalled that Minister Seyda resigned
from his post as Minister of Justice as a result of his
opposition to the signing of the Polish-Soviet Agreement.
He was later "forglved' by Sikorskl on the grounds that
he had acted impulsively under severe preassure from
General Sombkowskl and a group of imtriguers around the
General. Later he drew the fire of severe criticlsm of
Russien diplomatiec quarters here by his pamphlet entitled
"Poland and Germany and the Post-War Reeonstruction of
Europe" published in September 1942 for "Private
Circulation". In my talks with Ambassador Bogomolov,
he has on numerous occasions made it a point to throw
off on this pamphlet., He was particularly scornful of
Seyda's remarks that, even 1f the Polish frontiers were
modlfied quite rationally, emd if Poland were to obtain
all the sea coast to which she naturally gravitated, this
would not be suffielent to secure territorially her
peace, 1f she were not simultaneously assured the
freedom of the roads leading from the Baltic to the
North Sea. Bogomolov seid that this was Just another
exsmple of the "big eyes" through which so many Poles
saw the future. Bogomolov was equally eritical of
Seyda's remarks that Poland must in particular retain
the eastern frontlier she had hitherto posseased, as
the result of the voluntary compromise between her and
the USSR. No leas annoyed was Bogomolov over Seyda's
reference to the formation of post-war blocks or

assoclations/
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aspoclations of states in Central and South Eastern
Europe. In this connection, Seyda wrote that the

reglon of Central and South Eastern Eurcpe comprised:
Poland, Lithuania, Ceechoslovakia, Hungary, Rumania,
Yugoslavia, Albanle, Bulgaria, Greece, end, to a
cartain extent, Turkey; that the block of the afore=-
mentiomed states of Central and South Eastern Europe
may be organized either as one federation or con-
federation, or as two assoclations cloaely collaborat-
ing with one mnother. BSeyda added that while they

mist cooperate with Russie in the task of maintalning
peace, this did not in the least mean that they should
be left under Fussia's leadership. DBogomolov sald that
these statements, including the cool mention of Lithuania,
& member Republie of the US38H, as a future partner or
member of the enviaaged gmupfng was sufficlient to
indieate the resl character of t.ﬁa dish being served.
These end like views expressed by other Polish reasctlon-
arles in various sections of the Pollsh preas brought

to light their aims to create from the Baltle to the
Aegesn a vast confederacy of reactlon, and with the
purpose of mainteining, even inecreaslng, the power of the
former ruling circles of Poland, working hand-in-glove
with sympathetic regimea in other states. These and
other polnts in Seyda's pamphlet had, according to
Bogomolov served to antagonize Moscow.

3/ I am aware that, in addition to the aforementioned
Cabinet members, Professor Stanislaw Orabakl, President
of the Polish National Counecil, has through certasin
public utterances, writings in "UTRO" - "Tomorrow" -
as well as by certain activities, drawn the fire of
severs criticism from Fussien diplomatic quarters here.
Ambassador Bogomolov has on assveral reacent occaslona
imparted to me his annoyance over the antl-Soviet tone
of Grabaki's recemt utterances end writing. He
furthermore emphasizged his irritation over certaln
Polish mctivities, directed by Professor Orabskl, aimed
at contacting the Right Wing of the Orthodox Church
in Fussla through certain Balkan Orthodox elrecles.
This, Bogomolov sald, could be simed at only ome thing
gend that was to atir up trouble.



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

June 16, 1943

MEMORANDUK FOR

THE SECRETARY OF STATZ
and
THE UNDER SECRETARY OF STATHE

To read and return.

F. D. R,

Copty o0 /"’r/&u.d'ff{dw /-¥J3,
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el Jamary 4, 1m,

MEMORANDUM FOR

THE BEORLTARY OF STATE
ARD THE MMM GRCRUTARY OF STATE:

| —

f _/4

The work of Tony Piddle in london 1e
a and will assuns more and more the
aspoet of military lialson between the foverne
mentes he in acoredited %o and the Ameriean.
British operationag thls spring. This means
that he will, of necoanity, be oloser to General
Flgenhower's ateff, Yhe latSer would be glad
to sce him as part > the staff and 1t would
be mueh easler 1f Piddie could have a commission

in the Ammy,

I think there is no reason why he oannot
have such a comnisalon and 2t the same time remaln
as Ambasnador to the various ocountries to whioch
he is accredited, He would draw, of course,
only one palary -- that of Ambassador,

It ia my that the Army would
commignion him as a tonant Colonel or perhaps
a Colonel, This would make hip work easler and
at the samo time would make no Aifference in his
relationship to the fState Department,

2417

oo to Jack MoCloy

F.DuR,

DECLASSIFIED
By Deputy Archiwiat of the U.S8,

By W. J. Stewart Dl.“_"lﬁ__‘l_ig?z
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THE BECHETARY OF STATE
WARiaiNGToN, 0.

DEPARTMENT OF STATE
WASHINGTON

Janmuary 4, 1944

EMO R_THE PRESIDENT

I am informed that Ambasssador Biddle is about to
be commiseloned ss a Lieutenant Colonel in the Army
and will be aseigned to sct as llaleon between General
Elsenhower and various authorities of the exiled
Governmente reslding 1n London. Since I underetand
that 1t would be contrary to existing statutes for
Mr. Biddle to retein his post as Ambaseador, and since
I believe it important that a successor be promptly
appointed to fill the post, I should like to suggest
that Mr. Joseph C. Grew be named. W1ll you let me know

if this suggeetion meets with your spproval,

C i




‘?/ A sSectdly folduis
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

August 30, 1943.

MEMORANDUM FOR
THE SECRETARY OF STATE:

Will you speak to me about

this?
r |.|..}.| R.

“emo froa Gen. sarshall returni: g Letters
from lony biddle which the President recd.
@nc uven. sarsnall suggesis that he be given

commission of Lt.Col. to be connected
with Civil affairs Livision in London with
ben. bevers.



DEPARTMENT OF STATE

THE SECRETARY

FOR T

Beptember 7, 1943,
I attach a suggested
reply to Ambassador Biddle's
letter of March 6. I hope 1t
will serve to induce him to

earry on as Ambassador.

CH



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON )Jﬁ

eastambar 7. 1043
Dear Tony:

I have given long and careful thought to your letter
of March € and appreciate the fullness and frankness with
whieh you have set forth your problem as you gee 1t, I
have every sympathy with your deeire to transfer your
services to the Army; in fact, knowing you as I do I
should have been much surprieed if you didn't feel that
way, As I keep turning the matter over in my mind, Tony,
and look at it primarily from the point of view of where
your services will do the moet good toward winning the
war and also toward winning the peace, I come back always
to the ooncluelon that you can't be spared from your present
Job, I know how irkeome and trying 1t muet be and how at
times you must get some feeling of futility, but I can't
agree with you that the job is done and that our relstions
with the Exiled Governmente may safely be entrusted to less
capable hands, In fact I have had in mind epeaking to
Cordell about building up your staff so that you will have
high ranking asslstante to help you deal with each of your
countriees in preparation for the day when separate Missione
will move into their reepective countries., Your Jjob I
feel will grow more important, not less, Looked at from
the perspective of Waeshington it seeme to me that as the
War progresees we are reaching the very stage where your
knowledge of the innermost thoughte of the London Exiles
would be of the greatest practical help and I don't think
if we consider the complications involved in their relation-
shipe that you could give me the same degree of help
as a Civil Affairs officer on General Devers staff. I
have tried to think of someone with your background and
understanding of our Exiled friends who could take your
place without a dangeroue time lag at this critical
stage but frankly no one comee to mind. So, much as I

The Honorable
Anthony J, Drexel Biddle, Jr,,
Care of American Embasey,
London,
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ghould like to release you for a more goul-satisfying
Job, I really feel I need you as Ambassador to the
Exiled Governments. Please think 1t over and talk

1t over with Margaret -- and then write me that ¥ou

will carry on.
All the best to you both.
Very eincerely yours,



40, Berkeley Square,
Lﬂnﬂ-ﬂn. wW. 1.

Cctober 18, 1943,

My dear kMr. Fresident:

On several occasions recently Folish Prime
Minister Mikolajczyk has asked me whether I
thought you might find it eonvenient to receive
him at some time in the not distant future. I
told him the first time he asked that I was
confident that you would be glad to see him,
and that if he wished me to enquire disoreetly
as to what would be the best time I should be
glad to do so. He has accordingly just asked
me to ascertaln whether you might find it
possible to receive him at some date in late
November - early December. If so he would
immediately make preparations to arrive in
Washington about that time.

You may possibly remember him as having
accompanied General Sikorski on his first visit
to you at the White House. At that time
Mikola jezyk was Deputy Prime Minister with the
portfolio of Minister of the Interior. Having
long played a prominent role in the Polish
Peasant Party, he has come to be regarded as
the Party's chief representative outside the
country. He has broadened perceptibly in
perspective during the past four years, and might
today be considered middle road in political
outlook. Moreover he takes a considerable pride
in claiming to represent continuity in policies
concelved and pursued by the late General, He/

@

The President
The White House,
Washington.



He is a great admirer of yours, and I know
it would mean a great deel to him 1f he were
af forded the opportunity of having s talk with
you. In the event that you may see your way
clear to set a date, I should send you well in
advance of his departure an outline of the
main points which he might be expected to bring
up in the course of discussion.

With warmest regards and my every good wish,
I am

Yours faithfully



DEPARTMENT OF STATE
WASHINGTON

My dear Mr., President:

There ie enclosed for your approval a reply to
Mr. Biddle's letter of October 18, 1943 relative to the
desire of the Poligh Prime Minister to vieit Washington.

Faithfully youras,

Enclosures: ff /
1. To Mr. Biddle.

2. From Mp. Biddle,
October-18, 1943,

The President,
The White Housge.
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oIVISION
ENCLOSURE
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Letter drafted 11?’21"‘5

ADDHESSED TO

_The Presldent



4O, Berkeley Square,
Lendon, W, 1.

October 20, 1943.

My dear Mr. President:

Even in these trying times a laugh turns
up every once in a while, The latest one I
have run across is contained in the attached
copy of "THE WEEK"™ edited by one Claude
Cookburn, who incidentally writes in the London
"DAILY WORKER"™ under the name of Pitecairn. This
1s the rfirst time he has ever to my knowledge
ventured from the field of political commentary,
and in thils deviation he seems to have gone out
in a big way on farm livestock. I thought it
might give you a good laugh.

With my warmest regards and every good wish,

Yours faithfully,
/7/ ' - Y

I am

The Fresident,
The White House,
Washington.

Enoclosure:
1/ as stated.



TH E WE E K New Series No. 51

1] BLOOMSBURY WAY TELEPHOME
LONDON, W.C.I CHANCERY &56°

Ootober 15th, 1043,

THE PRICE OF MODESTY

What might have been one of the fruitiest libel actions in years was
settled out of court at a cost of arcund £2,000 to a leading newspaper
proprietor, following the discovery that the modesty of his lady wife had
led unwittingly to the libelling of a stud bull,

The case threw a sufficiently eerie light on the Present state of the
British libel laws.

What happened was that there came into the office of one of the
newspapers concerned a picture of a prize-winning stud bull.

Nothing very unusual in that. Unusual was, naturally since the beast
was a prize-winner, the mize of the creaturs and in particular the size of
the organ which had carried it to the top of the list.

Her Ladyship has for some time been playing an increasingly important
role in the general conduct of her husband's newspaper. "Intervention" has
become her middle name. And on this cccasion her influence had to be
exerted to the full,

She took the view that a family newspaper designed for circulatien
among the masses of the British public, quite certainly could not publish a
picture of that natures.

A picture of a bull, yes. A picture of that section of the bull whioh
made him worth picturing at all--ne.

S0 they castrated the photograph.

And the next thing they knew, after publishing the no longer offending
Picture of the poor brute, was that they got a letter from the farmer-owner
of the said bull declaring that his bull had been the victim of a monstrous
libel, that he had been depicted in a physical conditien which could not be
considered otherwise than gravely humiliating and damaging to his prestige,
ind that restitution must be made or else.

It worked out at E2,000 for the farmer,



T-185 4. 948, Bideale f

THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

October 27, 1043,

MEMORANDUM FOR
HON, E, R, STETTINIUS, Jr,

To prepare reply, but noting
that I may be away from Washington
until the end of December, It is 0.K,
with me after that time,

F.D.R.

Letter to the President, 10-18-43, from
Tony Biddle, Jr., 40 Lerkelevy Square, London
gsaving that the Polish Prime kiinister
Mikolajeczvk hus asked hinm to ascertain
viether the Pres. could receive him in late
Nov. - earlv Dec.



. / — e
/ 4 L /"'f At {7'? /“'(7 f‘f‘{l'{{ o o f‘l‘-’/."f- iy :" g < f{' .8

A .

4 . = 5 . r A
# ;5,@/;, ey  ta o S & s
Py /f

7 A
/ __.-f’/f.‘u‘-*'

November 8, 1943

Dear Tony:

Thank you very much for your letter of
October 18 regarding Prime Minister Mikolajezyk's
desire to visit me in Washington.

I remember the Prime Minister very well from
his previous visit here, and I am looking forward
to having the pleasure of seeing him again particu-
larly since I feel 1t 1s most desirable when possible
to maintalin personal contacts Between the various
leaderes of the United Nations.

While I am anxious to see the Prime Minister at
the earliest oconvenient time, I have a rather full
schedule for the next two months. Consequently I
should prefer, Af the Prime Minister ig agreeable,
to receive him gometime subsequent to the reopening
of Congress after the Christmas holidays. I would
appreclate it, therefore, if you could explain this
to the Prime iinistur and ascertaln whether it would
be convenlient for him to delay his visit to Washington
until sometime after January 15.

Very eincerely yours,

FEANKLIN D, ROOSEVELZ

The Honorable
Anthony J. Drexel Biddle, Jr.,
American Ambassador to Poland,
Care of American Embassy,
London.
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November 12, 1943,

Dear Mr, Ambassador:

The President directs me to
forward to you the enclosed envelope,
with the request that you be good
enough to deliver i1t to the Norweglans,

With all good wishes to you
and Mrs, Biddle,

Very sincerely yours,

Grace G, Tully
Private Secretary

Honorable A, J, Drexel Biddle, Jr,
The American Embassy,
London, England,

Enclosure,
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE il

THE SECRETARY
January 19, 1944

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

I have received your memorandum of January 14
indicating your feeling that it would be more satis-
factory for Mr. Biddle to serve me a mllitary llalson
officer only, rather than to continue ae Ambassador
to the several governments in exile. I should be glad
to make the necessary arrangements and in secordsnce
With your suggestion will see that Mr. Rudelph Schoenfeld
ls left as Charge A'Affeirs of our Embaesy to the
exiled governmente,

With regard to Mr, Biddle's nuggention that addi-
tlonal officers be smesigned to that ieeion, each to
work on the problems of a epeolfie country, you will be
glad to know that we have been glving the desirability
of this proceedure careful consideration for some weeks
and are teking the necessary eteps to put it into effect,

In sccordance with your request, Mr. Bilddle's letter

to you 1s returned herewith,

Enclosure:

Mr. Biddle's letter to
the Preslident, dated
January 13, 1944,



EMBASSY OF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

Jupuary 1%, 1844,

¥y Dear Mr, Pregldent;

Cne thing that I did not mention in the memo-
randum which I asked Miss Tully to be so kind as to transmit to
you, is the following point:

That the more I consider the mutter from every
angle, the more convinced I om that in order to carry out aifect-
ively the comstructive ldess we diccuseed the other day, my contea-
plated assigneent sas Lisson Officer between our militery author-
ities and the Allied Governments should be peparated [rom the role
of Ambassador, Agcordingly, I earnestly belleve thnt my retire-
ment as Ambassador und assignment as Liason Officer would permit
me to be employed in tie most useful way possible in our intersets
as well as in those of the governments anu their recpective pecples
concerned, As the forthcoming stage will, in the ayes of tiese
governments, be mainly military in cluracter, at tie same time
involving political coneiderations, I feel I could better serve
our and their intereste in the poepition of [imson Officer than as
Ambassador during that stage, For, as far as the diplomatic
functions of my Mission are goncerned, they heve alresdy given =ay
mainly to military and connected conelderations.

Therefore, I fesl that the main task of the dip-
lomatic section of my Miseicn, during the coming monthe, loading
up to the liberation of the occupled territories concerped, will
be one of constructive preparation to mest eventunl requlrements,
Accordingly, I strongly sugeest, that in order to preserve the
continuity of egtablished comtact and manner of conducting the
business of the Mission, Fudolf Scloenfeld, my capable and exper-
ienced Counsellor, be designated Charge d'Affeirs, and be known ag
Acting Chief of Migsion during the forthcoming mainly military
stage; that there be assigned to the Mission, under his direetion,
a nupber of diplomatic officers, each or several of whom would
study a given country preparatory either to heading or accompanying
a Mission to that coumtry ac it is liberated.

Hnowledge of these constructive preparations would
be gratifying and encouraging to the Allied Governments concerned,
and they would, in my opinion, comprise the main functions of the
diplomatic section of the Wiseion in tie forthcoming stage, Mean-
while, as Liason Officer, I would be in position to put my experience
with, and understanding of the mentality amd problems of the povern-
ments concerned, to the maximum advantage to ours ang their intereste,

In making th: foregoing recommendations, I do so
only after most careful consideration of sll aspects of the guestion,
and in the strongest belief that the constructive objective in mind
may be served the more effoctively by vour withdrawing me as Ambmgs-
ador and appointing me Liason Officer.

With my affecticnate regards and my every good wish,
I um
Faithfully yours,

The President, '-‘Tj'lﬂ-f ¥

The Fhite House.
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THE WHITE HOUSE
|
WASHINGTON \

Jlnmll‘}f 141 19“ .

MEMORANDUM FOR
THE SECRETARY OF STATE

This letter from Tony Biddle
(please send it back) puts a new
phase on the matter of his remain-
ing as Ambassador and serving, at
the same time, as military liaison
officer.

I wish you would let me know
what you think. Biddle has, of
course, accomplished a wonderful
Job in handling all these govern-

ments-in-exile without any frietion

and in a way which has brought him
the real regard of the heads of
these governments.

However, there 1is something
to be said for his suggestion,
especially in that Schoenfeld would
become the Charge d'Affairs and
that Biddle would continue his
connection with them as liaison
officer. In fact, it would mean
only that he would transfer from
cigilian clothes to a uniform.

'.-/:"J}fr"fff fot il



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

3=

I hope the governments themselves
would understand the new relationship
and not be insulted because we did not
appoint a successor as Ambassador.

F. D. R.

P.8. I am also enclosing a memo-
randum from Biddle, together with copy
of one which he sent to Jimmy Dunn.
Will you let me koow what you think?

F. D. R,



WASHINGTON, D.C.
Jumary 11, 1944,

Miss Grace Tully,
Secretary to the President,

Mhite House,
Waghingten, D.C,

My Dear Miss Tully:

Following our telephone corversation of this
morning, I take pleasure in forwarding you the attached memorandum
containing certaln sugpestions which I venture to offer in the hope
that they may prove helpful in the matter of procedure, in connection
with my contesplated new assignment.,

As you may percieve, I am making the suggestionms
only 1n the thought that the President should, and justifiably BO,
derive all possible "political profit" from tais as. ignment, that he
8o ricualy desarves, We are passing through a phase involving con-
siderable political amxiety on the part of the "smaller nations" in
gensral, of the PFoles in particular, It, therefors, cccurred to
me that scuwething along the line of the contents of my attached meme
or_andum might prove of psychological benefit at this time,

I am at the Carlton Hotel anmd ghall awsit orders
from our magnificent Chief,

With warmest regards and with my every good wish,
‘ Very sincerely yours,
jh‘i‘_’j_ﬂ“{ ! A IJ'.I’.-
L o )
ﬁ’gh %Y /%“ '-’/rrr{'*"'—"r Ernd’t  (on fﬁw [; ey
= ﬂ,ﬁi@ a,ﬂA@L-)a Coryy r fl Alee bt
M o ac’ » e, ﬁ“% i
A fadt 5@*/’:&)"“‘4.,_,“ :
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WASHINGTON
January 22, 1944.

MEMORANDUM FOR THe PRESIDENT:

I gave your message —— thut yon
thought Tony Siddle should be made &
Colonel -- to General Marshall.

General Marshall asked as &
special favor thet he be allowed to appoint
him firet & Lisutenant Colonel, «t the same
time giving instructions to promote him to
tull Colonel, he said, within the month.
Gener=l Marshall believes this guite im-
portent &nd he felt the President would allow
him to do it. I wanted you to fully under-
stand the situation, as I told the Gemeral
you believed Bidale's rank as .mbassador
entitled him to a full Colonelcy.

Generzl VWarshall tells me, in-
ciaentally, thet this is what Eisenhower
wents and that Biddle is very happy with
the arrangements, and understands his pro-
motion is in the bug.

ndl':'-’i. hw



WAR DEPARTMENT l
THE CHIEF OF STAFF ] u
WASHINGTOMN

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT:

I have just received a message from General Eisenhower
in which he stated he would like to have Tony Biddle on his
staff in London without announced portfolio. He plans to
use Biddle as his contact with the governments of the wvari-
ous countries for whom he is now responsible. The Secretary
of State, Mr. Hull, informs me this is agreeable to him.

I recommend that Biddle be commissioned a Lieutenant

Colonel in the Army and assigned to duty in this capacity,
If this meets with your approval, I will proceed accordingly.

/'\ - TR

Franklin D. Roosevelt Library

DEGLACSIFIED
DGD DIR. s200.9 (8/27/58)

Date- @B— 17~ & ¢

signature- (224 7 #‘ﬂb‘l
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