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S.l. No. of 201S

EMPLOYMENl PERMITS (AMENDMENT) (NO. 2) REGULATIONS 
2018

_I, HEATHER HUMPHREYS. Minister for Business, Enlerprise and Inno
vation, in exercise of the powers conferred on me by sections 14, 29 and 30 (as 
amended by sections 17, 29 and 30 of the Employment Permits (Amendment) 
Act 2014 (No. 26 of 2014)) of the Employment Permits Act 2006 (No. 16 of 
2006) (as adapted by the Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (Alteration of Name 
of Department and Title of Minister) Order 2017 (S.L No. 364 of 2017), hereby 
make the following regulations.

Citation
1. (1) These Regulations may be cited as the Employment Permits 

(Amendment) (No. 21 Regulations 2018.

(2) The Principal Regulations, the Regulations of 2018 and these Regulations 
may be cited together as the Employment Permits Regulations 2017 and 2018 
and shall be conatrued together as one.

Cummenceoienl
2. These Regulations come into ope; ar ion on 21 May 2018.

D(:ti)iiii(jnc

3 fii these Regulaiions—

“Piincipal Regulations” means the Employment Permits Regulations 2017 (S.l. 
No. 95 of 2017);

"Regulations of 2018” means the Employment Permits (Amendment) Regu
lations 2018 (S.l. No. 70 of 2018).

Ameiidmen: of Regulation 4(3) of Principal Regulations
4. Regulation 4(3)(e)(Il) of the Principal Reguiation.s is amended by substitut

ing “tax clearance access number and ta.x reference number” for “tax clear
ance certificate”.

Amendment oj Regulation of Principal Regulations
5. Regulation o(3)(£>) of the Principal Regulations is amended by substituting 

"ta.x clearantp access number and tax reference numbei” for “tax clearance c^r 
tificate”.

Amendment of Regulation S of Principal Regulations
6. Regulation 8 tas amended by Regulation .5 of the Regulations of 2018f of 

the Principal Regulations is amended—
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(a) in paragraph (2)—

(i) in subparagraph (/), by substituting “the appliaation is made; and’' 
for “the application is made.’’, imd

(ii) by inserting afte’’ subparagraph (;) the following subparagraph:

“(/n) in the case of an application for a General Employ
ment Permit in respect of employment as a horticul
ture worker, meat processor operative or dairy farm 
assistant, a copy of a declaration signed by the person 
who makes the offer of employment that that person 
will ensure the foreign national concerned has access 
to suitable accommodation and training (including 
language training;.’’, and

(h) in paragraph (3'‘.(,6/)(TT), by substituting “tax clearance access number 
and iax reference nuinbei’’ for “tax clearance certificate".

Anicndinenl of Regulation 9(2) of Principal Regulations
7. Regulation 9(2)(/z) of the Principal Regulations is amended by substituting 

“tax clearance access number and tax reference number” for “tax clearance cer
tificate”.

A'n‘'n'.lo!ci!t of Regulation 29(1) of P’-incipul Regulations
8. Regulation 29(1) of the Principal P.egulations is amended—

(td in subparagraph (c), by substituting “rcinunerai'on is €13.31.” for “re- 
iPuneration is €13.3', or”.

(A) in subparagraph (d), by substltutini, ‘\'''-munciation i' €13.56," for • re- 
munera'ion is €13.56 or’’, and

(r) by inserting after subpaiagraph (d) the following subparagraph:

“(del) in the case of employment as a horticulture worker, meat 
processor operative or dairy farm assistant, the minimum 
remuneiatioii is €22,000 and in respect of whii.h the mini
mum hourly rate of rem.uneration is €10.85, or’".

Amendment of Regulation 3u of Pi tncipal Regulations
9. Regulation 30 (as amended by Regulation 10 of the Pegulations of 2018) 

of the Principal Regulations is amended b)’ inserting aftei paragraph (4) the 
following paragraph:

"(5) The maximum number of General Empioyment Permits that may be 
granted in respect of employment—

(fl) as a horticulture worker is 500.

(Z?) as a meat processor operative is 250 and
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(c) as a dairy farm assistant is 50.

and the period during which those maximum numbers shall be granted is the 
period up until those maximum numbers of permits are granted.”

Amendmeni of Schedule 4 to Principal Regulations
10. The Principal Regulations are amended by substituting tor Schedule 4 the 

Schedule set out in the Schedule to these Regulations.
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Schedule

Regulation 10

New Schedule 4 to the Principal Regulations

"Regulations 18, 20, 31, 36, 43, 61

Schedule 4

Employments in respect of which an employment permit shall not be granted

SOC-3 Categories of employment SOC-4 Employment

122 Managers in Hospitality and 
Leisure Services

1221 Hotel and accomniodation 
managers

12'73 Restaurant and catering 
establishment managers

1224 Ptibliciiiis' and managers of licensed 
premises

1225 Leisure and sports facilities 
managers

1226 Tiavel ageney managers

124 Managers in Health and Care 
Services

1242 Residential, day and domiciliary j 
care managers

,25

1
i
1
1

1
i

1

Managers in Other Services 1251 Property, housing and esmte 
manager>

1252 Garage managers
125? Hairdressing and beauty salon 

managers
1254 Shopkeepers — wholesale and 

retail
1255 V/a4c disposal and environmental 

services managers
1259 Othci n.aeagcrs in other scivices j 

no' elsewhere classified (includes 
Belting shop manager, Graphic 
design manager. Library manager. 
Plant hiie manager. Production 
manager)

222

1
1

1
1
j

Therapy Prolcssionals

1

2221 Physiotheraeists

(with '.he exception of a 
pbys'sr'ivrapist affiliated to a 
p 'ilicu'ar sporting oiganisation 
appIvrG for a Sport and Culferal 
Employr'ie'il Permii)

2222 Occup.itior.al therapists
222? Speech a.td language therapists
2229.

1

1 Qlher 'hirapy professionals not
! elsewhtie classified

1 (with the exception of orthoptists, 
and ehiiopractors who are 
members of the Chiropractic 
Ass'''ciation of Ireland)
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SOC-3 Categories of employment SOC-4 Employment

244 Welfare Professionals 2442 Social workers

■ 2443 Probation officers
2449 Otner welfare professionals not 

elsewhere classified

311 Science, Engineering and 
Production Technicians

3114 Building and civil engineering 
technicians

312 Draughtspersons and Related 
Architectural Technicians

3121 Architectural and town planning 
technicians

3122 Draughtspersons

321 Health Associate Professionals 3216 Dispensing opticians

3217 Pharmaceutical technicians

3218 Dentai technicians only
32’9 O'her health associate 

professionals not elsewhere 
classified (includes Acupuncturists, 
Homeopaths, Hypnotherapists, 
Massage therapists. Reflexologists 
Sports therapists)

323 Welfare and Housing Associate 
Professionals

?231 Youth and community workers

3233 Child and early years officers
3234 r Housing officers

3235 Counsellors ■

3239 Other welfare and housing 
associate professionals not 
elsewhere classified

331

1
1

11
11
1
1
1

Protective Service Occupations 3311 NCOS and other ranks

3^12

33T3~’
L ■

Police offices (sergeant and 
below)
Fire service officers (watch 
manager and below)

3314 Prison service cihcers f onlow 
principal officer)

3315 Police community support officers

33'19

1

Other protective service associate 
professionals not clsewheie 
classified

344 Snorts and Fitnes' Occupations ! 3443 Fitnessinstructors

352

“~3^"'
1
1
11

Legal Associate Professional' ■’520

i
1

Legal associate professionals

(with the exception of.eniploymcPi 
of a'person fluent .in the official 
language, apart from Fuglish, ot a 
State which is not a member of the 
EEA and who has niarket 
knowledge of that noir-EEA state)

Sales, Markaiing and Related 
Associate Professionals

r 3544 ■ Estate agentr’and auctioneers

1 3546
1

i Conference and exhibition 
! .managers and organisers



SOC-3 Categories of employmeni SOC-4 Employment

356 Public Services and Other 
Associate Professionals

3561 Public services associate 
professionals

3563 Vocational and industrial trainers 
and instructors

(with the exception of mobility 
instructors for the visually 
impaired)

3564 Careers advisers and vocational 
guidance specialists

3565 Inspectors of standards and 
regulations

3567 Health and safety officers

411 Administrative Occupations;
Government and Related
Organisations

4112 National government 
administra’ive occupations

4113 Local government administrative 
occupations

113

I
i
i
1
1
1
1
1

1
1
1

1
i
1

Administrative Occupations: 
Finance

4121 Credit controllers

(with the exception of employment 
of a person fluent in the official 
language, apart from English, of a 
state which is not a Member State 
of the EEa; in a role in credit 
coptio! where the employment is 
supported by an enterprise 
development agency)

'i-122 Book-keepers, payrt'h managers 
and wages clerks

(with the exception of employment 
of a nerson llucnt in the official 
language, apart from English, of a 
state which is no' a Mem.ber Stale 
of the EEA in a role in accounts 
payable where the cmpioynicnl is 
supported bv an cnlcrp-ise 
development agency)

4123 Bank an.i post office clerks

4124 Finance officers
4129 Other financial administrative 

occupations not elsewhere 
classified

* 4,11

1

Administrative Occupations: 
Records

i
1

J131 1 Records clerks .and assi'ilan.t.s
4132 1 Pensions and insui-ance clerks and | 

a‘'sistanis |
4133 Stock control clerks a^d assistants j
413-1

1
franspo'rt and distribution clerks 
and assistants

I 1 4135 Library clerks and assistants
413K Human resources administralive 

occupations

415 Other Administrative Occupations

j______________________________

4151 1 Sales administrators
4159 j Other administrative occupations

1 not elsewhere classified
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I 522 ' Metal .Mi’clnni.ig. Fii'ine; and I '/Vr-condi-ioning and reirige.alien !
I i InslrUu’.'nit Making Trades engineers

SOC-3 Calcgories of cmploymcid SOC-4 Employiiicnt ■ ‘

416 Administrative Occupations: Otfice 
Managers and Supervisors

4’61 . Office managers

■'ll 62 Office supervisors

421 Secretarial and Related 
Occupations

4211 Medical secretaries

4212 Legal secretaries
4215 School set.ctarics
4214 Company secretaries
4215 Personal assistants and other 

secretaries
4216 Receptionists
4217 Typists and related keyboard 

occupations

511 Agricultural and Related Trades 5111 Farmers
5112 Horticultural trades
5113 Gardeners and landscape 

gai Oeners
“llU Gioi'ndsnien and gretnkeepers
5119

’"si’ll

Other agricultural and Gshing 
trade: not elsewhere classified

521

i
1
1
1

Metal Forming, Welding and 
Related Trades

Smiths and forge w.arkers

5212 Moulders, core makers and die 
CuSiers

S213 Shnel meta! woikcrs
5z’4 Metal plnti' woiker., -nd riveters
5215

!

'VclJing trades

{'vidi the cxceptii-n of TIG an'’ 
MIC welders)

1. _______________________ a216 Pipe titters

525 Vehicle '1 fades 5231 Vehicle technicians mechanics and j 
electricians
(with 'he exception of v-’liicle j
technicians and mechanics !
affiliated to a particular sporting 1
organisation applying for a Sport 1
and Cult'jral Empioynient Permit) j

~ 5'^ T Vvhiclc body builders and 1
repairers

5254 Vehicle paint technician:
5236 and ship builders and 

repairers
5.23/' Rail and rolling stock buiidei-s and 

repairers

524 Eiccirical and Electronic Trades 5241 Electricians and electrical Titters
.5244 rv, video and audio engineers.
5249 Other electrical arid electronic 

fraaes not elsewhere classified
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SOC-3 Categories of emplojiiienl

525 Skilled Metal, Electrical and
Electronic Trades Supervisors

531 Construction and building trades

EmploymentSOC-4
5250 Skilled metal, electrical and 

electronic Irade.s supervisors
I 5312 Bricklayers and masons

5313 Roofers, roof tilers and slaters
5314 Plumbers and heating and 

ventilating engineers
5315 Carpenters and joiners
5316 Glaziers, window fabricators and 

fitters
5319 Other construction ana building 

trades not elsewhere classified

532 Building Finishing Trades 5321 Plasterers
5322 Floorers and wall tilers
5323 Painiers and decora tors

Conslniction and building trades 
supervisors
Weaver' and knitters
Upholsterers
Foot'>'ea' anti leather working 
t'ades  
lailors and dressmakers
Other textiles, garme.its end 
relaled trade.; not elsewiie.re 
clas'tiied

Construction and Building Trades 
Supervisors
Textiles and Garments Trades

5331)

5411
5412

I
I
I

I

i
I
I 
1
I
I
1

i
I
I

I Printing Trades 
i 

tTood Preparation and HorpiotTly
I Trades
I

i

I

Printer,'
Print finishing and bmdi'ig 'vorkers

• Executive Chef v.ii.h minimum cl 
5 years' experience at tinit level

* Head Chef with minijrium oi 5 
years’ .experience at that level

’ Sot's Chef with mlnintuiP' of 5 
ye.'»rs’ e-'perience lha> level

! • Chef de Partie witn imntmuin oi
j 2 year'’ experience ai that level)

ln3?

544 I Other Skilled Trades

I

5436 Caler'tig and bar managers 
5441 C-iass and ceramics inaxeis, 

decora,ft s a,rd finishers
5442 I Furnififc maker' and other craft

I woodv’i-rker'
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SOC-5 Categories of employment SOC-4
5443

Emptoyment
Florists

5449 All other skilled trades not 
elsewhere classified

612

613

Childcare and Related Personal 
Services

Animal Care and Control Service^

Caring Personal Services

6121 Nursery nurses and assistants
!-------------
1 6122 Childminders and .elated 

occupations

6125 Teaching assistants

6126 Educational support assistants

6131 Veterinary nurses
6132 Pcst control officers
6139

1
I

Other animal care services 
occupations not elsewhere 
classified (includes work riders)

6141 Nursing auxiliaries and assistants

6142 Ambulance staff

I

I

i

6145

Lcisur” and Tiavei Services

6143
^44

(•■vith the exception of paramedics)

Dental nurses
Houseparents and residential 
wardens
Care workers and home carers

(with the exception of a carer i:. a j 
nrivat? home) |

-----  —(-1----------------------------------------------1 
6146 I Senior care workers

1 61-17 Care escorts
j 6148 Lmdeitakers. mortuaiy and

crematorium assistants

' 5211 1 Spores and.leisuu; assistants

6214

6221Hairdressers end ksiated Service

6222

Housekeeping ^nd Related 
Services

ii?.-l2 I Travel agents

I 6231 Housekeepers and related
i 1 occupations
I 6232 Tcaietakers

(with the exception of touiist 
guides fluent in the official

I language, apart from English, jf a
' state which is not,a Member State
1 of tne EEA)

Hairdressers, barbers,-and t edits J 
occupations
Beauticians and related
occupations

Ail travel assisiants
Rail travel assistants  

6.219 I Otliej leisure anddravel service
i .occupations not elsewne e 

classified

Cleaning and Housekeeping 
Managers and Suoervisor.s

I 62411 Cleaning and housekeeping 
managers and supervisors
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SOC-3 Categories of employment SOC-4 Emplcvmcnl 1

711 Sales Assistants and Retail 
Cashiers

7111 Sales and retail assistants

7112 Retail cashiers and check-oul 
operators

7113 Telephone salespersons
7114 Pharmacy and other dispensing 

assistant.
7115 Vehicle and parts salespersons and 

advisers

712

i 2^

Sales Related Occupations 7121 Collector salespersons and credit 
agents

7122 Debt, rent and other casu 
collectors

■ 71-2? Roundspersons and san 
salespersons

7124 Market and street traders and 
assibtarus

7125 Mei chai idisers.aird '.virdo w 
dressers

7129 Other sales related occupation.; '‘ot 
elsewhere classified

Sales Supervisors 7130 Sales suptrvi.ipr.s

1 721
1
i

1
1

i
1
1
1

1—
f',ii!,loii-ier Servin; Occupations

■

11
i
i1
!
I
1
1
1
1

7211

1

Call and contaci'centre • 
oc''upations

(with the exception of employment 
of a person fluent nt lhe ofiicial 
language, ispart 'rom English, of a 
state which is not a .Member State 
of the EEA. where the 
employment is supported by an 
enterpiise development agency and 
is in—

• J custoiiici service and sales role 
with relevant pioJuci 
knowledge,

• a spnciclist online digital 
rearhettng and sales role, or

• a spccitiiisi language siippori and 
technical sales suppoil role)

1 7213 re'cplioiiists

72 In Coinn.unir'a'ion operators

1 :
t 7215 Market research interviewers |

1
1
11

I -219

i

1 Oiir'”. '■tis'itp.ic-r sp-rvicc'
1 occupations not elsewhere
1 classified4 ■________________------

122 Customer Service Managers and 
Supervisors

7220 Ca.sirur.er service managers and 
supe'v'i’tors

811 Process Operatives

i1
i

Sill1
11
!

1
1
(________

Food, drink and tobacco pioCess _ 
1 operatives

(vtitii the e.xception of—

■' Computer Numerical Control 
Operative

• niea.i. proc'’ssoi opcativel



SOC-3 Caiegorics of cmplo/menl sot-4 Employnicnl
8112

1
Glass and ceramics precess 
operatives
(wti.h the exceplion of Coinpuler
Numerical Control Operative)

8113 Textile process operatives 
(vvtth the exception of Computer 
Numericai Control Operative)

8114 Chemical and related process 
operatives
(with the exception of Computer
Numerical Control Operative)

811.5 Rubber process operatives 
(with the exception of Computer 
Numerical Control Operative)

8116 Plastics process tiperatives 
l^vvith the exception of Computer 
Numerical Control Operative)

8117 Metal making and treaiing process 
operatives
(with the exception of Computer
Numeiical '^ontrol Operative)

81 IS Electroplaters
(with the 'exeeption oi Computer 
Numerical Control Operative)

1 
1

i

8’ 19 Other process operatives not 
elsewhere classified 
(with the exception of Computer 
Numeiicai Control f tperative) i

! 8i2

1

__________ ___
Plant 411',! Operatives 81 n Papci md '.‘'uo'J miK'iiine 

operative
(with the exception ot Comnuter 
Nuuieiica' Control Ouei'ativc)

i 
1

8122 Co-,; piine operatives
(with the exception of Computer |
Numerical Control Operative) |

i
8123 Oil iriy worse's and related |

opeiat'ves . ]
p.vith the exception of Computer 
N'lmeii^al Cimtroi Oper.a.ti.e'i

i
1

sr.4 Energy p’ant operatives 
pvith the exception of Computer 
Numerical Control Operative)

1

i
1

8125

11

Metal-working machine operatives 
(with the exception of Computer 
Numeiicai Conti u! Opera'iv'j _____

i
i

Si 26 ■^fifaler and sewerage plant 
opevatives
(with the exccpti'jn of Computer 
Numerical Control Operaiiv-)

i
1 8127

1
i

Printing machine assistants 
(with the exception of Con.'putei 
Numerical Contr'-'i' jperativs)

!
1
i
1_________

1 1

8129

■
i..

Other plant an'J machine 
operatives nGt-elsewhere elassilied 
(with the ekception of Computer 
Numerica! Coniroi O'pera'ivc)
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92.1 •d

9235

9241Slcincntary Securily Occupations924

9249

------1

J

Eieme.iilary Cleanii'g Occupations I__ 92‘'1

9236
9239

Other cic'itctitary security 
occupations not elsewhere 
ciarsifiad

Other elemcnlary ailipipislrati''n 
occupations not elsewhere 
classified
Window cleaners
Sticel cleaners

926 Elementary Storage Occupations

Cleaners and domestics
—   —  —■    , I
Laundcrers, dry cleaners anu I 
preisp/s !
Refuse and salvage occupations 1
Vehicle valeters and cleaners_ __ __________________________ t
Other elementary cleaning 
occupations not elrev.iicic 
claesilied

9233
9234

! Security guards and rei ited
I-occupations
I Harking and civd enforcement 
i oct.upations

9244 ! School-midday and crossing patrol
I occupations

y?.i9

SOC-3 Categories of employmer.t SOC-4 Employment

911 Elementary Agricultural 
Occupations

9111 Farm workers

fwith the e.Kception of dairy farm 
assistant)

9112 Forestry workers
9119 Other fishing and other general 

agriculture occupations not 
elsewhere classified

(w'th the exception of horticulture 
worker)

912 Elementary Constructicn 
Occupations

9120 Elementary construction 
occupations

913

1
1

Elementary Process Plant 
Occupation:.

9? 32 Industrial cleaning process 
occupations

9134 Packers, bottlers, canners and 
fillers

9139 Other elementary process plant 
occupations not elsewhere 
classified

1 1)21 Elementary Administration 
Occupations

9211 Postal workers, mail sorters, 
messengers and couriers

9260 I F.icrnentary storage occupations

Q2A. Elementary S.alcs Occupations j 9251 Shelf fillers
1 9759

______________________________ L_______

Gi'ier elementary sales 
occupations not elsewhere 
classified
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Norc: ‘SOC-3’ and ‘Soc-4’ refer to applicable levels in the Standard Occu
pational Classification system (SOC 2010)”

SOC-3 Categories of emplojmenl SOC-4 Employment

927 Other Elementary Services 
Occupations

9271 Hospital porters

9272 Kitchen and catering assistants
9273 Waiters and waitresses
9274 Bar staff
9275 Leisure and theme park attendants
9279 Other elementary services 

occupations not elsewhere 
classified

All Work in the private home All Domestic operatives

GIVEN under my Official Seal,
2018

iJEAfblER IRJMPHREYS, 
Minister for Business Enterprise and Innovation.
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EXPLANATORY NOTE

(T/iis note is not part of the Instrument, and does not purport to be a legal 
interpretation.)

These Regulations amend the Employment Permits Regulatiori« 2017 to 
provide for the removal of meat processor operatives, horticulture workers and 
dairy farm assistants from Schedule 4. They also set the maximum numbers of 
General Employment Permits that may be granted in respect of such employ
ments, the minimum annual remuneration applicable for the grant of such per
mits and additional information, evidence and documentation requirements for 
foreign nationals applying for such permits.

These Regulations also amend the Employment Permits Regulations 2017 to 
refer to “tax clearance access number and tax reference number” instead of “tax 
clearance certificate”.

These Regulations may be cited as the Employment Perm.its (Amendment) 
(Ng. 2) Regulations 2018.

These Regulations come into operation on 21 May 2018.

BA II E A!H.\ CLIATll
ARNA EHOILSIU AG OIPIO AN tSOLA'l HAIR 

Le veunnueh ilneacli 6 
foilseachAin rialtais,

52 EAICHE STIABHNA. BAleE ATHA CLIAFH 2 
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