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The construction of the CRC project is not intended to be a substitute for

creating jobs in Clark County.  In fact, the project’s improvements for

freight, reliability and transit access are expected to stimulate economic

activity and job growth.  The economic analysis indicates that job growth

in Vancouver and at the Port of Vancouver will benefit from the project.

The construction of the project itself will also provide jobs to workers in

Clark County.  Vancouver, Clark County, the Columbia River Economic

Development Council, and other organizations work together to increase

the jobs to population ratio in Clark County.

Furthermore, the project team recognizes the need for an efficient

regional transportation system that connects the urban core of Portland

with the surrounding communities of Gresham, Hillsboro, Tigard,

Vancouver, etc. While this connectivity is needed, it is also necessary for

major transportation projects like CRC to assess their ability to induce

sprawl.  We have completed this analysis and found that sprawl is less

likely with the project than without it.

 

P-0631-002

The LPA provides the option of light rail from Clark College in Vancouver

connecting to the existing system at the Expo Center. This option could

be used by people crossing the river who do not want to pay a toll. With

the LPA there are three proposed park and rides, Clark with 1,910

spaces, Mill with 420 and Columbia with 570.  Travel times improve for

transit in the LPA compared to the 2030 No-Build Alternative. More

specifically, the LPA: improves transit travel times region-wide, improves

transit travel times relative to automobile travel times, and improves

reliability of transit travel times.

The in-vehicle and total transit travel times for all of the origin and

destination pairs that were studied would improve with the LPA. The light

rail is expected to run at headways of 7.5 minutes during the peak 2 hour
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morning and evening periods and 15 minute headways at other times.

Travel times vary by time of day, direction , compared to the 2030 No-

Build Alternative, with savings ranging from 3 to 24 minutes in the

southbound direction during the morning peak period. For example, with

the LPA a transit trip between Downtown Vancouver and Hayden Island

would save a total of 3 minutes, while a trip between Clark College and

Pioneer Square would save 24 minutes. During the afternoon/evening

peak period in the northbound direction, travel time savings would range

from 5 to 28 minutes. For example, a transit trip between Hayden Island

and Vancouver would save an estimated 5 minutes, while a trip between

Pioneer Square and Clark College would save 28 minutes (dropping

from 72 minutes with the No Build Alternative to 44 minutes with the

LPA). Transit reliability between major origins and destinations is higher

due to the availability of light rail that travels in an exclusive guideway.
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Tolling was evaluated in the DEIS and FEIS, and included in the LPA for

two important reasons. First, a toll may be necessary to pay for the

construction of this project, as discussed in Chapter 4 of the FEIS.

Second, a toll provides a valuable travel demand management tool that

encourages travelers to take alternative modes (including light rail

provided by this project), travel at off-peak periods, or reduce their auto

trips. This demand management reduces congestion and extends the

effective service life of the facility. When the existing I-5 northbound

bridge was built in 1917, it was paid for with a toll. The southbound I-5

bridge, built in 1958, was also funded partially by tolls. In 2008, the

Washington legislature passed enabling language for tolling on I-5,

provided that each facility is later authorized under specific legislation.

Once authorized by the legislature, the Washington Transportation

Commission has the authority to set the toll rates. In Oregon, and the

Oregon Transportation Commission has the authority to toll a facility and

to set the toll rates.
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